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At home and away

Cub Scouts and firefighters pose beside the FTG Pumper. Taken by FTGCFA member Di Rickard

The virtual world (and home cooking) may have saved 
us in lockdown last winter. But the news this winter is 
out and about in the real world.  

What could be more real, in this forest edge township, 
than the CFA pumper? The Knox 4th Cub Scouts group 
enjoyed their evening at The Avenue fire station  (page 
6) while Gully News walker Thelma Bravington went 
as far as she could go to put local news at the heart of 
the nation. 

In this issue read about MDLC students in the wild, 
cubs at camp, cycling in Knox, netball in the pink, art 
shows and circus, stories at the Library and the Dogs 
Day on Puffing Billy.
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We acknowledge that
we meet and work on the land of 

the Wurundjeri People
of the Kulin Nation

We pay respect to their Elders
past, present & future

As with many events the Gully News Volunteers party 
was a year late but the occasion was celebrated as if 
we had not missed a beat. Which of course was true. 
Not an issue was missed during 2020. The MDLC 
Board which auspices the community paper was totally 
supportive throughout the lockdown, believing that the 
paper is a vital community resource, aiming to bring 
locals together and publishing positive news to bolster 
and bond  them all, through good times and bad.

The Ferntree Gully Bowling Club kindly donated 
the very cosy venue, catering for the 50 or so guests. 
Local State MP Nick Wakeling provided the chocolate 
selection door prize (won by Rob Lowe) and Knox City 
Councillors Susan Laukens, Meagan Baker and Yvonne 
Allred introduced themselves to the volunteers who 
enjoyed the chance to mingle and chat.
Top left: Nick Wakeling MP and Shirley Dougan, 
president of the Ferntree Gully Arts Society at the Gully 
News volunteers’ reception at the Ferntree Gully Bowling 
Club. Right: Gully News team, Mary, Pam and Heidi.

From the editor

Home Page
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Join us on Facebook
Ferntree Gully News is now on Facebook!
Join us at ‘Friends of Ferntree Gully News’ to stay 
connected and informed between editions of the paper. 
We look forward to seeing you.

Meg Hellyer

May is Volunteers Month and as we go to press we 
are still celebrating with extra enthusiasm after so 
many disappointments in last year’s shutdown. 

It seems volunteering has never been more 
popular. Steve Barrington of Foothills Food Care 
reports (page15) that for their Mothers Day Drive 
they were overwhelmed with volunteer offers. 

Martin Whiteley notes (page 11)  that a single 
street taking part in the MD Classic Run involved 
300 participants, donors etc. These are examples of 
the popularity of once off, well promoted  events 
that inspire immediate generosity.

Not to be overlooked though are the volunteers 
in it for the long haul, turning up week after week 
over the years. Among the most popular are groups 
caring for the creeks and reserves of the bushland 
environment, such as the Glenfern Reserve team 
reported on page 9 and the Knox Environment 
Society Nursery.  (If you  are looking to volunteer for 
something new, see the list of Community groups 
on page 28.)

Thank you to all who contribute stories and 
photographs, place advertisements and deliver the 
newspaper.  

Finally, we present the stories on page 15 about 
our Indian friends, in awareness of their homeland 
suffering from the ravages of Covid-19 and  offer 
our sympathy.

Anne Boyd

Volunteers wanted
The Ferntree Gully News team is looking for a volunteer 
or two with computer skills and/or knowledge of 
designing for print, to help with editing advertisement 
files, keeping records, and responding to the increasing 
volume of community engagement. This is an unpaid 
position, around three hours a week, in the office or 
working from home. 

If you are interested please email gullynews@gmail.
com
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Have your say
Knox residents are being asked to consider small, 
everyday actions they can take to address the impacts of 
climate change, as part of a community-wide Climate 
Response Plan developed by Knox City Council.

Knox City Council Mayor, Cr Lisa Cooper said it 
is easy to feel climate change is beyond our ability to 
address, but we each have an opportunity to make 
practical steps towards improvement.

‘We’re encouraging individual residents to take 
practical, manageable steps to reduce their own impact 
on the climate, such as reducing waste going into 
landfill, shopping locally, walking or cycling to work 
or school rather than driving, and even installing solar 
panels.’

Council will also plan activities to support the 
community’s efforts, by expanding facilities for electric 
vehicles, supporting rental properties to install solar 
panels and implementing car and bike share programs 
throughout Knox. These actions will complement city-
wide initiatives such as the investigation of a solar energy 
farm to be installed on a former landfill site, replacing 
public lighting with LEDs and the introduction of more 
electric vehicles into Council’s fleet.

Council recognises that without action now to slow its 
effects and adapt to its impacts, climate change will have 

A whole-of-Knox plan to address climate change
consequences for our community’s health, buildings and 
facilities, and local biodiversity.

‘An issue this far-reaching requires a whole-of-Knox 
response, and the Climate Response Plan aims to be 
a blueprint for community, industry and Council to 
each take manageable steps to make a difference,’ said 
Cr Cooper.

‘We encourage the community to share their thoughts 
and ideas on this shared plan,’ said Cr Cooper.

The plan is currently available for review and feedback. 
These actions span the key themes of:
•	 Community health
•	 Environment
•	 Transport
•	 Efficient building and infrastructure
•	 Renewable energy, and
•	 Business and industry

Community members can provide input on the plan 
through a number of channels, including an online 
survey and a series of pop-up sessions throughout Knox. 
Community consultation will end on 27 June 2021. 
More information on how to have your say is available 
on Council’s website at  haveyoursay.knox.vic.gov.au/
climate.

Ferntree Gully Village Fair
The Traders’ Association is planning for the 2021 Fair to 
be held on Saturday 27  November, Covid-19 restrictions 
allowing. Market stall holders or other groups interested 
to take part please contact gullynews@gmail.com and 
we will put you in touch with the organisers. 

                          

C L O T H I N G   A L T E R A T I O N S

N O W   A V A I L A B L E

117-119 Station Street, Ferntree Gully

Tel.9758 2242

Rock’nRoll dancers at the 
2016 Village Fair.
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Village Businesses recently 
opened
Hollywood Lash Studio
Holly James has been in the beauty industry for seven 
years and has now relocated to Station Street. Holly 
and her team are so happy to be open and feel warmly 
welcomed by the community in Ferntree Gully.

Station Street Food Co. is proud to bring organic 
produce to the Ferntree Gully Village. At 13/101 Station 
Street (formerly Marty’s Meats) you will find a range 
of fresh fruit & veg, organic meat and deli products, 
artisan cheeses, house made salads, sandwiches, delicious 
sweets and coffee. It is also the new home of locally made 
Macrababy macramé décor for pots & plants.
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From top left: Hills Church Opp Shop window display; 
Anne Boyd at SALTE; Joel Wong, manager of Foodworks; 
Kathryn Lowe (far left) and Kirsten Rappolt.
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Food Connects Us

Last year after months of lockdown during Covid-19, 
Ferntree Gully Village, like many local shopping 
precincts around Melbourne, seemed completely dead 
– with empty streets and no visitors.

Anne Boyd thought:  how do we get people back 
into Ferntree Gully Village to support the traders, how 
do we re-activate this shopping precinct?   From this 
embryonic idea, the Ferntree Gully Village Food Trail 
was born. Knox City Council supported the idea and 
made it a project with funding. Planning for the Trail 
commenced in early March.

Nineteen traders decided this was a terrific idea 
– anything to encourage more foot traffic would be 
welcome.

The Food Trail ran from 26 March to 18 April 2021 
with many new visitors to the village and regulars trying 
new venues not previously visited.  

Shoppers were seen walking the trail with their 
brochures and collecting stamps, so they could enter 
the Rotary sponsored competition to win one of four 
$100 Bunnings vouchers  (the lucky winners have now 
been notified by email.)  There was also a colouring in 
competition run by FrockUp – of which there were 
two lucky winners. 

Ferntree Gully Thai welcomed 10 new groups to 
sample their authentic Thai Cuisine … ‘we didn’t realise 
there was a Thai restaurant in the village’ one of the 
new customers indicated.  The restaurant is thrilled that 
some of these new customers have now become regulars.

Foodworks could not keep up with the stream of 
customers wanting to partake in their discount offer 
and receiving a ‘mysterious gift’ which turned out to 
be a very cool expandable water bottle.  IGA also gave 
away many free chocolate bars with a $10 purchase.

There were several ‘free’ offers with purchases enjoyed 

Food Trail brings new customers to Ferntree Gully Village

by many customers, including free coffee by Railyard 
Espresso and Salte. Free wine or beer with a main 
meal at FT Kitchen & Bar (Flame Tree Burger Bar) 
and Paddy’s Tavern, plus tasty giveaways from Chook 
Station and Fish & Chips in 71 Station Street

Customers also loved the discount offers at Chandelier 
Wine Bar, Mumbai Grill, Rapture Café, Hills Church 
Opp Shop, Italianissimo Pizza & Pasta, Kyra’s Café 
and Jennifer Anne’s Cakes with all venues experiencing 
increased foot traffic into their stores.  

Jumaal from Goodlife Party Foods who offered a 10% 
discount on all purchases during the trail indicated 
that the Food Trail project ‘is a good idea that raised 
awareness of the Village and its variety of shops’, 
bringing new people in to his store who had no idea 
they were here.

A special mention to Hills Church Opp Shop 
and Jennifer Anne’s Cakes for their window displays  
featuring the Food Trail.

Kathryn Lowe the new Ferntree Gully Village Traders 
president and owner of FT Kitchen & Bar summed up 
‘The Food Trail was a terrific initiative which has helped 
breathe life and a sense of community back into our 
precious and historical village … now we are looking 
forward to our next big event, the Village Fair, planned 
for November 2021’.

Follow the Ferntree Gully Village Traders on our 
new social media sites Instagram @ftgvillagetraders and 
FaceBook ferntree-gully-traders-association to stay in 
touch with our news.

Kirsten Rappolt

Food Trail Project Manager
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We’re not all banks.

Our Complete Home Loan offers 100% offset on Þxed and variable home
loans. Which means you could own your home sooner.

Find out more. Search Bendigo Bank home loans.

Community Bank ¥ Fern Tree Gully 9756 0332

Not all banks offer 100% offset on
their home loans.

Terms and conditions, fees and charges apply. All information including interest rate is subject to change without notice. Full details available on application. Lending criteria apply.
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit License 237879. (1547274-1571316) OUT_1846860, 16/02/2021
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Pay less Interest on your home loan
Whether you’re buying a new home or looking to 
refinance your existing home loan, Bendigo Bank has 
removed the confusion around which home loan is 
right for you. Bendigo Bank’s Complete Home Loan 
is an easy-to-manage home loan, designed to suit your 
needs, with features like full offset on fixed or variable, 
online redraw, and flexible repayments.

We understand that some of these features may seem 
confusing. We thought we’d take a minute to highlight 
some of the features of an offset account and how it may 
help you pay less interest on your home loan. 

Here’s our guide to home loan offset accounts and 
how they work.

What is an offset account?
An offset account is a transaction account that is linked 
to your home loan. The account’s balance is ‘offset’ daily 
against your home loan balance. As a result, you’re only 
charged interest on the difference between the total loan 
balance and the amount offset.

This means you are charged less in interest because 
you are not being charged interest on the full or actual 
remaining balance of your home loan. Offset accounts 
are more commonly linked to a variable rate home loan, 
but they can also be linked to a fixed rate home loan.

How does an offset account work?
Offset accounts work by using up to 100% of the 
balance of a linked transaction account to ‘offset’ or 
effectively reduce the portion of your home loan that 
is accruing interest. For example, if you had a loan with 
a balance of $350,000, with $50,000 in a linked 100% 
offset account, you would only pay interest on $300,000 
of your home loan balance.

What types of offset accounts are there?
Bendigo bank is offering a 100% offset account which 
offsets the interest payable on a home loan by the full 
balance of the transaction account. The 100% offset 
account is available for variable or fixed rate home loans.

What are the benefits of an offset account?
Here are some benefits:
•	 Pay less interest on your home loan: By having 

money in your offset account, you might effectively 
cut years from your home loan and pay thousands 
of dollars less in interest. You don’t necessarily need 
a huge amount of spare savings, though – with 

a 100% offset account, every cent in your offset 
account is saving you money in interest off your 
loan.

•	 Get your savings to work harder for you: Your 
home loan interest rate will typically be higher 
than the interest rate you earn on a savings account. 
Therefore, your savings may work harder for you 
in an offset account compared to a regular savings 
account. Additionally, the Australian Taxation 
Office (ATO) says the interest you save using an 
offset account will not be taxed. In comparison, the 
ATO says that the interest you earn on a savings 
account is taxed.

•	 You keep extra funds at hand: An offset account 
can be an easy way to keep excess funds at hand, 
while still minimising interest payments on your 
mortgage. If your financial situation changes or if 
something unexpected like a medical emergency 
happens, you may be able to easily access the money 
offsetting your mortgage.

The financial benefits of a home loan offset account 
will depend on a number of factors, such as the interest 
rate and fees of comparable loans (with or without an 
offset facility) and how much money you are likely to 
keep in your offset transaction account. 

It’s important to weigh up your individual 
circumstances and determine if an offset account is 
right for you. Tina Doran and her team at the Ferntree 
Gully Community Bank Branch can help you do just 
that. Give Tina a call on 0410 660 960 to find out more 
or call the Ferntree Gully Community Bank Branch on 
(03) 9756 0332.
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Ferntree Gully CFA

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade 
A 100% Volunteer CFA Brigade

24/7, 365 days a year
for over 78 years

Email:  info@ftgcfa.org.au
Follow us on Facebook.

Fire calls 000
Where would we be without 

Volunteer Firefighters in Victoria?

CFA - the super good news edition

This report from Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade contains 
nothing but good news stories. We hope that you will 
enjoy them, and hopefully learn something at the same 
time. 

Due to covid restrictions, for the first time in over 12 
months, we were able to welcome a community group 
into our fire station. Fourth Knox Scouts, their leaders 
and parents visited us during April. The session of 90 
minutes was broken up into two, one being a session on 
camping and home fire safety and the other was devoted 
to the inspection of our four vehicles with particular 
emphasis on the equipment carried and the uses  that 
the various items are put to in case of emergency. That 
emergency could be a house fire, car fire or crash, 
hazardous material incident, a child locked in a car or 
house, assisting paramedics, police and so on.  Each 
of the visitors had the chance to be at the wet end of 
a fire hose while under supervision of our experienced 
volunteer firefighters.  The night was great fun as well 
as a serious fire safety learning opportunity.

Towards the end of April, as a result of an invitation, 
Ferntree Gully CFA was asked to supply a speaker to 
address the independent living residents at Glengollan 
Village on the topic of home fire safety. Ray Hollis, 
Residents Committee Chair, has explained the session 
in the following way: ‘It would be true to say that the 
residents at Glengollan Retirement Village have a strong 
sense of community. With this in mind the Residents 
Committee invited long time Ferntree Gully CFA 
member, Graham Crichton, Community Education 
and Safety Officer, to visit our clubrooms in order to 
give us some insights into the fire hazard perils around 

the home. Graham gave us a brief overview of his time 
in the CFA before embarking on a very informative, 
entertaining and thought-provoking presentation of 
things to be aware of around the home. Those residents 
who attended were fully engaged with Graham and 
were only too happy to join in the conversation when 
Graham asked us some very pointed questions regarding 
safety around the home focusing especially on the 
oncoming colder months of winter.’

Ray went on to describe an example of amazing 
community spirit shown by one of the residents of 
Glengollan. ‘This spirit was personified by one of our 
Octogenarian residents, Liz Aylett. Towards the end 
of last year Liz undertook a fundraising jog from the 
Glengollan Retirement Village down to Knox City 
shopping centre and back. Liz was sponsored in this 
by a number of residents within the Village. Some 
donations came from other sources. Liz took great 
pleasure in presenting Graham with the results of this 
jog - a cheque for $350.00 to be used by the CFA.’The 
Brigade was ‘knocked off its feet’ by this gesture and 
will certainly use the money for necessary equipment 
to make the brigade even more efficient.

Later in the same day, Graham Crichton held a similar 
community session with  a friendship group organised 
by The Mountain District Learning Centre. A donation 
was gratefully received.

And now for some more really good news! On a 
busy day in late April, the well known café in Ferntree 
Gully, Rapture had a potentially dangerous gas stove top 
fire. On arrival as a result of a call to 000, the brigade 
found that the fire was already out due to the fast and 

Liz Aylett super runner from Glengollan Village presents 
FTG CFA brigade member, Graham Crichton with $350 
to support our brigade. Photo Ray Hollis.

responsible action taken by two of their staff members. 
These two people, Namita and Simone immediately 
carefully used a fire blanket to smother the flames and 
had the foresight to turn off the gas supply at the gas 
bottle on the outside wall. The resulting minimal fire 
damage meant that Rapture was able to commence 
serving the public the following day.

Well done, Namita and Simone! Everyone can learn 
a lesson as a result of your actions.  

(A note of warning, if you do not feel capable or 
confident of taking action to extinguish a fire, then it 
is best to ring 000 immediately and vacate the premises 
along with any other customers or residents.)

Graham Crichton

Rapture owner Namita (right), assistant Simone (left), display the fire blanket used to quell the gas stove top fire. Photo 
Graham Crichton
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In Remembrance

Proposed extended Kinder service for Knox
In light of the Victorian Government’s announcement 
of 15 hours of funded three-year-old kinder for children 
by 2029, Council made an in-principle decision in May 
2020 to deliver five hours of three-year-old kindergarten 
to complement the four-year-old kindergarten service 
provided to families over the past 40 years.

Sessions for three-year-olds are currently funded by 
parents which can be prohibitive for some families. At 
this stage  potential financial ramifications for ratepayers  
are not clear  but the goal is to deliver two years of 
universal kinder for the community  in a financially 
sustainable way now and for future generations.

 Knox is one of only a handful of councils that are 
direct service providers of kindergarten for four-year-
olds. We currently have 32 dedicated kindergartens 
located around the municipality.

This means that unlike most other councils, Knox is 
not only the municipal planner charged with ensuring 
that the health and wellbeing of residents of all ages is 
met, and that the infrastructure in Knox is available 

and fit for purpose, but is also the service provider. I 
look forward to the challenge ahead to ensure that we 
continue to deliver high quality services to all.

Please  v i s i t  https : //www.knox.vic .gov.au/
keysonline#BM28431 for further details.

 

Pledge Knox
People Linking to Embrace and Develop Gender 
Equality is an organisation in Knox with a vision to   
‘uphold and embrace gender equality, respect, and 
fairness, where everyone has equal rights and access to 
opportunities in a gender equal world.’

It was my pleasure to announce winners,   Nellie 
Holder and Hannah Peake of the Pledge Knox ‘My 
Gender Equal Future‘ graphic poster competition at 
the awards night at Gallery 369, Swinburne Wantirna 
Campus.The calibre of entries from the youth of Knox 
was inspirational with 24 posters received. Thank 
you to the students of Fairhills Secondary College 

De Coites farewells Colin Strange
A familiar face is missing when customers come into 

De Coites these days.
Colin Strange, who had been with De Coites since 

1971, decided to call it a day and retire while on annual 
leave last Christmas.

The news initially shocked the De Coites family and 
staff, who struggled to imagine the business without 
Colin. He’d been a part of De Coites for a grand total 
of 49 years and six months when he retired at age 79. 

Colin came to Australia with his wife, Carol, and 
purchased a house in Ferntree Gully near the bowling 
club.

He commenced work with R & J De Coite Pty Ltd 
in August 1971, working for Bob De Coite. 

In his early days, much of the work was repairing farm 
machinery for local market gardeners and supporting 
the building of the newly opened housing estates around 
Ferntree Gully, such as Mountain Gate.

Colin also manufactured land levellers and farm 
rollers, which were sent around Victoria by rail.

He was there in 1975 when De Coites relocated from 
11 Main Road, Ferntree Gully at the corner of Burwood 
Highway and Ferntree Gully, to their current location 

at 766 Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully. At the time, 
the blocks either side of the business were vacant land.

During his time with De Coites, he has seen the work 
change and evolve with the changing requirements of 
customers and the community. Today, the business 
caters for all types of steel work including fabrication 
work for builders, lintels, beams, sheet metal cut to size, 
as well as wrought iron for gates, fences balustrades and 
handrails.

Colin has helped builders working on new factories, 
homes and renovation jobs. He has made many 
friendships with customers over the years, with the 
builders often wanting to come in and speak directly 
with the person doing their job.

Up until the past few years, Colin worked five and a 
half days a week. Then he continued to work from 7am 
to 5pm five days a week, only scaling back to an eight-
hour work day during Covid last year. He still gets up 
at 6am every morning.

De Coites wishes Colin a very happy and healthy 
long retirement, as he enjoys more time at home and 
hopefully travel with his wife.

and Swinburne University for shining a light on this 
exceptionally important social issue. The posters were 
exhibited during May at the Eastern Regional Libraries, 
Ferntree Gully. Please visit pledge.org.au for all the 
amazing work taking place in this social space.

Susan Laukens

City of Knox Councillor
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Colin Strange, photographed by Barbara Oehring at 
DeCoites’  forge in 2011.
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PC, Mac, Laptop + Printer
Repairs, Sales + Upgrades

• Data Backup + Recovery 
• Virus + Spyware Removal 
• Software Install
• Ink Cartridges and Refills

109 Station St, Ferntree Gully

1300 489 434

• Troubleshooting
• Computer Setup
• Printer Setup
• Email + Internet Setup

Mountain District Learning Centre
Garden Gate Artisan Market

Saturday 2 October
Save the date

9.00am to 2.00pm
Interested stallholders contact

the MDLC office
Or kerrig@mdlc.com.au
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MDLC students enjoy the WILD program camping trip
The WILD program is a bush therapy adventure 
program, which has been run at MDLC since 2019, 
with 2021 being the first year we have finally been able 
to go on a camp. The students involved in the program 
decided to go on a hiking adventure, which ended up 
being in the Cathedral Ranges in Victoria.

On the Tuesday before camp, we all went to the 
WILD programs office to plan, pack and prepare for the 
journey, which was going to start on the following day. 
Students chose what they wanted to bring from home 
from a list of items to bring, food to eat, and any other 
requirements to make their journey successful. Whilst 
we brought our own items, EACH provided us with 
backpacks, sleeping bags, tents, and items of clothing 
which we may not have had from home. 

On Wednesday morning, we all arrived at MDLC 
and started our trip via bus to the Cathedral Ranges. 
When we finally arrived at our destination, we collected 
our backpacks and started our three km hike to our 
campsite. Here we set up our tents, food station, and 
played games to have a fun start to our journey. On 
Wednesday night, we cooked as a team by using the 
trangias and by campfire. It was amazing to see each 
student cooking, supporting each other, and assisting 
the team in cleaning. By campfire, we participated 
in games and stories which helped us all get to know 
each other a little more, and understand where we 
have all been, and where we want to go. After these 
experiences, we all decided to try and sleep. The first 
night was cold, and by the responses by the students, 
quite uncomfortable.

Thursday morning we all woke up a little stiff and 
sore, and then packed our lunches and snacks for the 
13km hike up and back down the Cathedral Ranges. 
All the students participated in the hike, and attempted 
their best, even if they complained and struggled most 
of the way. Many jokes and stories were told, creating 
stronger bonds between each other. After our eventual 
arrival back at camp, we prepared the fire, dinner 
and reflected back on the hike we all attempted that 
day. After dinner, we participated in more games and 
activities, it was great to see all students taking part, 
listening and supporting those around them. 

By Friday morning, most of us were excited to go 
home and have a proper shower and bed to collapse in. 
Everyone helped pack up the campsite and prepared 
our final activity before our delicious lunch. We drove 
back up the mountain and did some abseiling and rock 
climbing, it was fun and great to see everyone attempt 
it. However, by this point we were all drained and 
ready to nap. We finally arrived back at MDLC Friday 
afternoon and departed by bus and car back home to 
have a nice warm shower.

Overall, the journey was amazing and I feel we all 
learnt a little more about ourselves and each other. It 
has been an amazing opportunity that EACH and the 
WILD team have provided for the MDLC staff and 
students, and I am excited for next year, for I know 
more students will have the opportunity to participate 
and develop more skills to become leaders to those 
around them.

Stephen Robinson



9Environment

Ferntree Gully News June 2021

A hidden gem for many but much appreciated and used 
by others is the Glenfern Valley Bushland Reserve in 
our very own locality.

This 40 hectare of precious community land is bound 
by Glenfern Road, Ferny Creek, New Road and the 
Shire of Yarra Ranges Council depot.

The Reserve would have been enjoyed and used by 
Australia’s First People, it being Wurundjeri country. 
From the 1860s the land was farmed until its purchase 
by Boral Quarries in 1977. The quarry was active for 
only a short time before the land became Crown land. 
It is now Reserve land managed by the Yarra Ranges 
Council and the Friends of Glenfern Valley Bushlands.

The latter group began its involvement 20 years 
ago when a group of concerned locals campaigned to 
have the site restored. There followed countless hours 
of dedication, skills and devotion to bring about an 
inviting place of tranquillity for the community to 
enjoy at their leisure. Flora and fauna are beneficiaries 
too with huge swathes of unwelcome invasive plants 
now removed to allow for regrowth of native vegetation 
and new plantings.

The group’s mission is to conserve and enhance the 
diversity of native flora and fauna of the Glenfern 
Valley Bushland while preserving community access 
and encouraging education and compatible use for the 
enjoyment of current and future generations.

The Yarra Ranges Council and Melbourne Water are 
very supportive, enabling the group to continue their 
work. The progress made over the 20 years has been 
remarkable thanks to the generosity and foresight of a 
band of dedicated locals. Many of the original members  
are still active. They took on a big task since the land 
had become the dumping ground for one and all, with 
4WDs and motorbikes leaving deeply rutted tracks.

The Reserve’s tracks, some flat and some with gentle 
climbs, now meander through a variety of vegetation 
types from grasses to upper and mid storey trees and 
shrubs, providing for a variety of fauna who call it home, 
use it seasonally, or as they wish.

Where once the quarry was, in the centre of the 
Reserve, an attractive gathering area has been created 
with artistic seating, frog ponds and wonderful views  - a 
place to enjoy a rest, a quiet time, or a chat and picnic 
with family and friends.

The Friend’s Group meet twice monthly, on the 
third Sunday, from 9:30am to 12:30pm and on the 
first Wednesday from 9:00am to 11:00am. As a recent 
member I am inspired by the group and its endeavours, 
finding them welcoming and willing to share their story 
and skills with new members. I would also like, in this 
article, to applaud and acknowledge the pioneer group 
whose commitment has provided a wonderful space 
and local treasure. I encourage you to visit and maybe 
even become a member.

For more detailed information visit: http://www.
glenfernvalleybushlands.org.au

Frances Henderson

Glenfern Reserve members at the rockwall. Photograph by Katherine Cox.

The Knox Environment Society Nursery is 
ready 
Autumn in the KES Nursery is always busy as residents 
are keen to plant in the most ideal time for natives.   This 
year has been exceptional and it is great to see all the 
plants leaving the nursery knowing they are going into 
Knox gardens.   It’s not too late for you as the nursery 
still has a great range of stock and is open for sales every 
Thursday 10:00am-4:00pm, Saturday 10:00am-1:00pm 
and Sunday 10:00am-1:00pm.

As a thank you for volunteers and members alike for 
their support that ensures the KES Indigenous Nursery 
is flourishing, the Knox Environment Society held a 
Winter Warm up Pie Pleaser on Saturday 15 May. The 
Society used the event to launch the 2021 program 
for the VIP Presentations, which in the past have been 
enjoyed and so well supported by members and friends 
alike.  

7:00pm Thursday 17 June 
Screening of Beyond the Burning - a documentary by 
Environment Victoria one year on from the 2019/20 
bushfires. 

7:00pm Thursday 16 September
Nature Strip Planting  – Knox City Council’s new 
guidelines on planting your Nature Strip and the 
benefits to local biodiversity. 

7:00pm Thursday 21 October 
Making your garden ‘Summer Ready’ for our local 
wildlife with guest speakers from the Living with 
Wildlife Network. 

Venue: KES Indigenous Nursery, 1010 Burwood Hwy, 
Ferntree Gully. 

Bookings are essential,  but all welcome ($2 donation 
for non-members).  

Visit our website for full event details: www.kes.org.
au/calendar.

Winter: Bring it on!

TUTORING

PRIMARY LITERACY

AND MATHS

Retired primary teacher in FT Gully

‘Back to Basics’ Literacy and Maths

‘One-on-one’ sessions. $40 per hour

Ring  0421 366 430

Lorraine GRAY

Explore the delightful Glenfern Reserve



Local identity Noel Nealon of Upwey organised and 
cooked a bbq breakfast for the 17 KBTC members who 
attended their recent Mothers Day event. He started 
doing this nearly 40 years ago as a way of keeping in 
touch with the club when he couldn’t ride. He had 
suffered serious injuries when a car crashed into him 
on his bike. The club meant a lot to him because his 
girlfriend Melisa was a member and the club had made 
him welcome. Eventually he was able to ride again but 
not on Mothers Day. Noel decided to make the annual 
bbq a tradition while his wife Melisa led the riders to a 
local park to join him for breakfast.

If you are a new or beginner cyclist, or just looking 
for a short ride and a cup of coffee with like minded 
individuals we invite you to join our Wednesday 
morning rides.

We meet in Bayswater Park at the picnic tables 
adjacent to the toilet block at 9.20 for a 9:30am 
departure, ride for 5 to 10km to a coffee shop and return 
to Bayswater by midday.

Who are we?
Knox Bicycle Touring Club Inc. have been riding 

out of Bayswater for nearly 50 years on Sundays and 
want to expand our program to midweek rides as well 
as Sundays.

For more information contact Rod 0403 942 788 or 
Mike 0458 146 948 

Knox Bicycle
Touring ClubFollowing requests from members and the public, UMS 

is commencing bicycle maintenance workshops and 
evening social gatherings for members. 

We have listened to our local community and 
have members who would like to offer assistance in 
maintaining bicycles and ensuring they are safe for 
their riders. We commenced our bicycle maintenance 
workshop in the Upwey Township Square (near the 
playground) on Saturday morning 22 May.  We invited 
people to bring along their bicycles to get maintenance 
advice and assistance and to check over their bikes to 
make sure they are safe to ride. There was no cost for 
this service and we are considering repeating it on a 
regular basis.

We also have members who work during the day or 
cannot get to our weekday morning social activities 
and have asked if we can hold some regular evening get 
togethers. We plan to start our evening gatherings on 
Wednesday 19 May at 7pm. Upwey Township Group 
have approved use of the township hall for the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month for UMS 
members to drop in. 

Non-members can also come along and meet 
members to see if they are interested in getting involved 
in UMS activities. Whilst we don’t have a workshop as 
yet we can offer opportunities for guys to get together 
to discuss whatever topics they want. We have lots of 
laughs over coffee and biscuits and have talked about 

Bicycle maintenance at Upwey Men’s Shed

pizza nights, playing cards, pool or darts. Members 
have also shown interest in holding coffee shop trips, 
camping and fishing trips, as well as engaging in 
community projects. 

Men’s Sheds have truly demonstrated their value 
to the community and to their members’ physical 
and mental health through sharing their skills and 
experience. UMS members have succeeded in raising 
funds to build their own shed and are currently looking 
forward to positive news of our request for a site to build 
our shed. We are continuing to investigate a number 
of sites in Upwey and need support to get a permanent 
site for our operations. 

There are 360 Men’s Sheds in Victoria alone and we 
are the only one without our own shed. We are not 
going to be defeated and will continue our three year 
struggle to get agreement to build a valuable service for 
the Upwey community.

Gerran Wright
President, Upwey Men’s Shed

Like Us On Facebook
Tinkers Repair Centre
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CLAIM YOUR 

7 DAY FREE TRIAL  GROUP
 PERSONAL
TRAINING
SPECIALISTS

NOW OPEN IN FERNTREE GULLY
94-98 Station Street, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
Call 0405 662 799 or visit coachingzone.com.au



The Lysterfield Blueberries showed plenty of pink spirit in  one of the first games of pink round on Saturday 8 May.
Below: Ferntree Gully’s Blue Bells team takes the pink ball in their game with Fairpark Jukes.

The inaugural Ferntree Gully Mother’s Day Classic 
event was a huge success,  reports Martin Whiteley.  
It brought  over 300 locals together to raise funds for 
breast cancer research. Congratulations and thanks to 
all those involved, the volunteers, donors and of course 
the participants.

Walking Basketball 
Walking Basketball is a low impact, social and fun 
way to improve the levels of physical activity for older 
people, including those recovering from injury. It 
provides the opportunity to support and maintain 
mobility skills through walking, stopping, turning and 
transferring of weight. Walking Basketball is played 
with a size five basketball, on a modified hip-height, 
or lowered ring. Five on five game play, with rest 
breaks where required. 

When: Thursdays, June 2021
Where: State Basketball Centre 
– 291 George Street, Wantirna 
South
Time: 10am till 10:45am 
Contact: Linda Keenahan, Knox 
City Council on 929 88828
Event Link: https://www.
stickytickets.com.au/rpjka

11Sports PagesSports page sponsored by 
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

Netball’s pink tradition was back this May with bright 
pink socks, pink hair and bright smiles for the annual 
pink netball day.

Mountain District Netball Association runs the pink 
day in support of all those affected by breast cancer, 
raising funds for the Breast Cancer Network of Australia 
with a gold coin donation morning tea.

Lyn Shepherd, Secretary of the Mountain District 
Netball Association, said pink netball day was popular 
with the clubs and players.

‘The kids have a lot of fun dressing up and we 
usually make between $1700 and $2000 from our 
merchandise sales and morning tea donations,’ she 
said.‘We encourage clubs to get involved and we’ve had 
some really good support.’

Ferntree Gully’s netball centre on Dempster Street is 
busy every Saturday, particularly in the mornings when 
most of the 18 outdoor courts are in use. Lyn said there 
were 186 teams registered to play on Saturdays, from 
under 11s to A grade, as well as the Net Set Go program 
to introduce younger kids to the sport. As well as local 

Pink round lights up the courts

clubs like Ferntree Gully, Boronia and Rowville, teams 
come from as far away as Sassafras and Emerald to play.

‘We’re busy all day here, but we’re happy to be back,’ 
she said.



June Exhibition
‘Young @ Art’

An exciting exhibition, displaying the talent and 
creativity of the young people living in Knox and 

surrounding areas
Weekends 11:00am to 4:00pm

Sunday 6 June to Sunday 27 June
The Gallery is closed 12 and 13 June over

the Queen’s Birthday Weekend
Official opening and awards presentation

Sunday 20 June at 2:00pm
Drop in and be amazed by their incredible talent

All welcome. Free entry

July Exhibition
‘Print and Drawing’ 

Weekends 11:00am to 4:00pm
From Sunday 4  July to Sunday 25 July.

Official opening and  presentation of awards
Sunday 11 July at 2:00pm

Call in and have a look at this exciting collection of 
printings and drawings. You may even be inspired to 

join one of the workshops
All welcome. Free entry

Workshops and classes 
Check our Website:

thehutgallery.wordpress.com/
Facebook.  The Hut Gallery Arts Society

157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

The Ferntree Gully Arts Society
at The Hut Gallery

Circus Royale has a fascinating history with a Swiss 
acrobat Franz Gasser, coming to Australia to perform 
and marrying an Australian woman Manuela.  Together 
in 1971 they set up this long running circus. They 
toured in the 1980s in New Zealand and South East 
Asia. In 2007 an enthusiastic Australian Damien Syred 
took over and became the youngest circus owner in 
Australia.

In 2020, Circus Royale set up in Bayswater for 
what they hoped would be an exciting series of 
shows.  However, in March that year we entered into 
lockdown. So they were locked down with us. They 
were unable to run their shows and earn an income.  
However many generous companies and individuals 
constantly provided food, cash and other needed goods. 
Damien is grateful to Back to Basics, Sikh volunteers 
and Canterbury Gardens Woolworth food deliveries. 
He also thanks Gary, a local taxi driver who regularly 
delivered food to the circus.  Radio Eastern FM98.1 
also promoted the circus to show support to help them 
survive.  Circus Royale are deeply grateful for all the 
physical support over the past year.

Recently, they continued their tour of Victorian 
towns and moved to Epping for a number of shows. I 
had the privilege and pleasure of attending one of their 
shows in March 2021 and it certainly had everything!   
The acrobats were amazing with vibrant colours and 
incredible balancing skills.  One acrobat balanced on 
the top of five chairs on top of each other to 4-5 metres 
height.

We experienced all the thrills of the high wire act 
as they performed on bicycles with crash mats below, 
doing amazing stunts including skipping and riding 
forwards and backwards.  The clowns entered the arena, 
hilarious and full of surprises. Jugglers exhibited skills 
with seven balls all at once, without a fault.  The final 
act was the steel Globe of Death, 4 metres wide with 
three powerful motorcycles racing inside travelling at 
speeds up to 80 kmh – nail biting stuff and very exciting 
to see such incredible skill.

Circus Royale – a show to remember

So, the show goes on and thankfully Circus Royale 
has endured. I suggest its greatest challenge is to have 
survived the Covid-19 lockdown with the wonderful 
support of our local community.

Lynette Hayhurst

Back treading the boards
Choctops, cheese, nibbles and Chardonnay are back 
on local theatre programmes.

After an interval of many months amateur theatre 
groups are drawing audiences back to the joy of live 
performance. The 1812 Theatre group offered a taste 
of radio theatre with War of the Worlds and a chance to 
laugh with The Full Monty. The Basin Theatre presents 
Photograph 51, an investigative drama on the research 
of Rosalind Franklin. Rosalind is only now being 
recognised for her huge input into the discovery of 
DNA.

Fabnobs’ junior performance is Camp Rock The 
Musical followed by the fiendish demon of Fleet Street, 
Sweeney Todd. Burrinja Cultural Centre offers a flourish 
of art, music and live theatre.
Encore!
websites: 1812theatre.com.au – thebasintheatre.org.
au – fabnobstheatre.com.au – burrinja.org.au

Volunteers Needed!
Want to feel good about yourself?

Become a Volunteer
When you are doing good for others you 

will experience a Helpers High!
You will feel healthier and happier!

Want to support our Seniors?
•	Do you like driving?

•	Do you like walking dogs?
•	Many and varied roles

•	Choose the activity that interests you
•	Make new friends

Ring us on 0476 470 030 for more 
information or email 

lynm@bridgescc.com.au.
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Artists from Upwey to Kalorama opened their doors 
to visitors for a weekend of creativity this May with 
the return of the Dandenong Ranges Open Studios 
program.

The highly anticipated weekend was bigger than 
ever and warmly welcomed by artists and visitors alike 
following the cancellation of the 2020 event due to 
Covid-19.

This year’s Open Studios event was launched with 
a group exhibition at Burrinja under the theme of 
Wabi Sabi: The Beauty of Imperfection. Wabi Sabi is a 
Japanese philosophy which encourages people to focus 
on the blessings hiding in their daily lives and celebrate 
the way things are, rather than how they think they 
should be.

Each artist involved in Open Studios displayed a work 
at the exhibition, giving visitors a taste of things to come. 
The exhibition was followed by a weekend of viewings, 
workshops, demonstrations and events on 8 and 9 May. 
Visitors were invited to enter the private creative spaces 
of more than 50 artists, to meet them and experience 
their processes, as well as see and purchase their artwork. 

Artists included long time favourites like Tracey 
Roberts from The Patch, who combined music with 
visual art at her geodesic dome in the forest and Jacqui 
Christians from Upwey, with her vibrant paintings of 
local plants, birds and landscapes. 

Artists welcome back 
visitors at Open Studios

Visitors enjoyed a taste of things to come at the Dandenong Ranges Open Studios launch exhibition at 
Burrinja. Photograph by Cathy Ronalds.

In their tenth Open Studios event, Michael and 
Martin from Juet Sculpture showed off their sculptures 
in a beautiful garden setting at Upwey, while just down 
the road, Alex Moncrieff opened his studio to visitors 
for the first time.

Alex creates mixed media paintings and assemblages, 
at times incorporating found materials. He received 

the inaugural Visual Arts Innovation award, presented 
by Larry Parkinson from Swinburne University of 
Technology, Wantirna, at the exhibition launch. Larry 
described Alex’s work as open to interpretation, curious 
and multi-layered. 

Larry congratulated all artists on producing such 
inspiring work and exploring the Wabi Sabi theme.

The Burrinja Cultural Centre in Upwey has reopened 
after two years. 

Having closed for an expected one year of major 
redevelopment in 2019, thanks to Covid the centre 
remained closed until April 2021.

The official re-opening was launched by local 
Member and Acting Premier James Merlino, Yarra 
Ranges Mayor Fiona McAllister, Burrinja CEO Gareth 
Hart, Chairperson Holly DeMaria and Wurundjeri 
custodian Julie Coombes who gave a heartfelt Welcome 
to Country.

Mr Merlino recalled a very personal connection 
with Burrinja, when, as a new young councillor, he 
voted in the historic first motion of the newly formed 
Yarra Ranges Council to remove the former Shire of 
Sherbrooke Offices from sale. Mr Merlino said he still 
feels a tingle of history each time he walks into the 
building.

Funding for the project came from the Victorian 
State Government and Yarra Ranges Council. 
Burrinja CEO Gareth Hart said the redevelopment 
creates new galleries and builds on the earlier addition 
of the 400 seat Burrinja theatre, thus completing 
the physical transformation of a building rooted in 
community history.

Mr Hart said ‘our new spaces honour and support the 

Burrinja re-opens

work we show on our walls with greater professionalism. 
This enables the stories and narratives of this place to 
be told with more impact.’

The redevelopment also provides museum storage for 
the McLeod gift collection - a significant collection of 
600 and more Indigenous and Pacific Island artwork and 
artefacts, enhanced artist studios, redeveloped upstairs 
theatrette, café and foyer.

Mr Hart sees this redevelopment as ‘a significant 
moment to dream and articulate a future, where the 
community comes together through art, to forge strong 
interpersonal connections, and create a bright future 
of creativity, compassion and community strength.’ 
For details of Burrinja’s 2021 arts and community 
programs see burrinja.org.au

 Judy Wolff

Wurundjeri custodian Julie Coombes offering a Welcome to Country. Photo by Barbara Oehring.



Hearty Veg Stew – with quinoa
In the cooler months, our family likes to partake in 
hearty, warming stews. Recently I’ve taken to cooking 
nourishing vegetarian stews, laden with lentils, quinoa 
and vegetables. 

Quinoa (pronounced keen-wah) only became part of 
our family’s food repertoire six months ago when my 
daughter and I became vegetarians. While this ancient 
grain is new to our family, it has been a staple in the 
diet of people in the Andean region of South America 
for thousands of years. The quinoa plant, which is 
native to the Andes, is still grown mostly in Peru and 
Bolivia, although a number of other countries around 
the world now grow it too. 

While quinoa acts like a whole grain, it is actually a 
seed from a plant in the amaranth family, closely related 
to beets and spinach.  Quinoa is highly nutritious. It is 
a complete protein, containing all nine essential amino 
acids. Quinoa is also high in fibre, magnesium, iron, B 
vitamins, potassium, calcium, phosphorus, vitamin E 
and various beneficial antioxidants. 

Red lentils, which I add to our vegetarian stews, are 
also nutritious and a good source of protein and iron.  

Here is a hearty vegetarian stew recipe. Feel free to 
substitute vegetables as you see fit.  I like to make an 

extra-large batch of stew and freeze the portions we 
don’t eat for dinner that night. The extra portions can 
easily be defrosted on other nights when you don’t have 
the time or inclination to cook.  
Ingredients
•	 Approx. 2-3 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil
•	 1 medium onion, diced
•	 4 or 5 carrots, peeled and sliced
•	 4-6 garlic cloves, pressed or minced
•	 Approx. 5 cups vegetable stock
•	 1 red capsicum, diced
•	 1 sweet potato (scrubbed but not peeled), diced
•	 1 cup quinoa (rinsed well) * 
•	 1 cup dried red lentils (rinsed)
•	 1 zucchini, sliced
•	 Pumpkin (peeled, diced Kent or another variety 

of your choice) 
•	 ½ cup frozen peas
•	 ½ cup frozen corn
•	 Chopped spinach
•	 Salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste
•	 Fresh herbs or 1 teaspoon dried herbs
•	 Optional garnish: freshly grated hard cheese.

*It is important to rinse and drain the quinoa well 
before cooking it. This step removes any bitterness on 
the surface of the quinoa (caused by naturally occurring 
saponins). 

Instructions
•	 Heat the olive oil in a large pot. Once the oil is 

gently simmering, add the chopped onion and 
carrots. Cook, stirring often, until the onion has 
softened and turns translucent.

•	 Add the garlic and cook, stirring, for about 1 
minute. 

•	 Pour in the vegetable stock and add the herbs, 
seasoning, sweet potato and capsicum.  Simmer 
until the sweet potato and capsicum have softened 
slightly.

•	 Add the rinsed quinoa and lentils. ** 
•	 Add the diced pumpkin and zucchini.
•	 Add the peas and corn.
•	 Add the spinach at the very end as it needs minimal 

cooking.
•	 Simmer until all the vegetables have cooked.

** These will absorb the vegetable stock and swell to 
twice or three times their dried size. Quinoa and dried 
lentils only take approximately 15-20 minutes to cook.

Ladle the stew into bowls and garnish with grated 
cheese, if desired. 

Bon Appétit.

Gemma Franks

38 -40      Forest   Road   
Ferntree Gully,  Vic   3156

9758   4829

BAYSWATER

9720  5772

741      mountain      Highway  
bayswater,  Vic   3153

FernTRee    gully

party or function  to book your next  

Flame Trees
Think... 

Local family
business 

Thinking of 
having a party?  

www.�ametreesburgerbar.com.au

w

We’re open for dinner on 
Friday & Saturday nights
Monday to Thursday 7am - 5pm 
Friday & Saturday 7am - 10pm  
Sunday 8am - 5pm 

To book call 9720 7770

come in for your 
next dinner date!

Knox Council is now seeking applications from 
community members to form the Miller’s Homestead 
Community Reference Group, and help decide on the 
best way to preserve and make the most of this iconic 
homestead in Boronia.

The council’s Strategic Planning Committee met on 
10 May to consider potential future uses of Miller’s 
Homestead, taking community feedback into account. 
Results showed a preference for a community arts, 
history and events space, managed by a community 

What’s next for Millers Homestead?
or not-for-profit group. Now all that’s left is for 
community and non-profit groups to step forward.

What will be next? A shared community space, 
beautiful art gallery, exhibition space, museum for 
public viewings… It’s up to you, and only time will tell.

Expressions of Interest for the Community Reference 
Group is now open. You can apply and find out more 
at www.knox.vic.gov.au/millers

Applications for the tenancy of Miller’s Homestead 
will come soon.

You can also read more on the history of Millers 
Homestead at the Gully News website, with a write-up 
from our August 2018 edition. 

Meg Hellyer
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Readers would be familiar with the work of The Gully 
Group, six local people who raise funds each year for 
two charities in the Indian Himalayas. This year they 
conducted their fundraising with a difference. Because 
of Covid and the possibility of unexpected restrictions, 
fundraising was transferred from the usual annual event 
at the Mumbai Grill to the Internet. This was very 
successful with a total of $3024 being raised.

Many supporters expressed their wish to meet, even 
in small numbers, at the Mumbai Grill. So on five 
consecutive Fridays The Gully Group welcomed and 
dined with them at the restaurant. Such get-togethers 
enabled much enjoyable and valuable discussion.

Sadly, just last week we learnt of the death from Covid 
of Sanjay Mahato, the organiser of Prabhat Alloi, one of 
the charities. Gully Group member, Shivanii Cameron, 

Mumbai Grill annual fundraiser 
for Indian charities

An evening at 
Mumbai Grill
Culturally authentic Indian cuisine in 
the heart of the Village
On a cool autumn evening three of us went to Mumbai 
Grill and were delighted beyond our expectations.

The restaurant presents a warm inviting and humble 
atmosphere. The staff are ever attentive and informed 
on the dishes and their ingredients.

With one us being strictly gluten free, it was a relief 
to be provided with a wide range of choices we could 
enjoy.  All curries and most other dishes are gluten free.

We started with Tandoori Grilled Paneer silky and 
marinated, served sizzling hot as it came straight off 
the Tandoor oven. Accompanying were Tandoori Lamb 
Cutlets, so tender they melted in your mouth.

Our mains included Chicken with Spinach - a fragrant 
and mild curry with fenugreek seeds - and Lamb Rogan 
Josh with aromatic Kashmiri spices accompanied with a 
Goat Biryani. Goat is a specialty of Mumbai Grill and 
this dish did not fail to please with flavours of saffron, 
coriander, mint and fresh chillies offsetting the robust 
and tender goat meat.

As a group we all enjoyed our meal and unfortunately 
were too full to try some of the authentic desserts on 
offer.  Since then, all three of us have returned separately 
for both dine-in and takeaway meals.  

If you haven’t tried Mumbai Grill, know that 
we will certainly be returning (which is the best 
recommendation I can give a restaurant).

Kirsten Rappolt
Mumbai Grill Indian Cuisine is at 42 Forest Road, 
Ferntree Gully
Tel. 9752 3443
Open 5pm to 10pm every evening.

described him as, ‘a hero to 
many people’.

The Gully Group wishes to 
thank everyone who supports 
the fundraisers. So much has 
been achieved especially in the 
areas of health and education. 
Even though India is struggling 
with Covid at the moment both 
charities will continue their 
work, albeit in different ways. 
They will deliver provisions to 
the vulnerable and continue 
classes online.

The past 12 months have been difficult for so many 
people globally  and in our local community,  with 
many people struggling in so many ways. Throughout 
this time, local charity Foothills Community Care has 
continued to support many  locals throughout  Knox 
and the Dandenong Ranges through distributing hot 
and healthy nutritious meals and care packages of fresh 
food. Since Covid-19 restrictions commenced, Foothills 
has distributed 45,000 free meals to locals in need of 
an extra hand up.

Recently they ran their Big Mother’s Day Drive 2021 
and were able to deliver to 180 local households, over 
500 gourmet meals and pamper packs to women in the 
lead-up to this Mother’s Day. 

The Big Mother’s Day 
Drive 2021

They were able to do this with the support of some 
great community  partners who were very keen to 
give a little  cheer to locals in these difficult times. 
Partners  included Red Coral Seafood, Pinchapoo, 
Confoil, My Goodness Organics, Impression Print and 
Knox Council.

They also had over 60 people volunteer to make it 
happen and were overwhelmed with people wanting to 
donate their time to support others. Volunteers either 
cooked, packed or delivered meals and pamper packs, 
and provided a friendly face and listening ear to the 
recipients.

Women were able to nominate someone they knew 
or self nominate to receive these goodies and many have 
expressed their gratitude:  

‘Thank you, it made Mother’s Day a happier day and 
ensured our family could enjoy a wonderful meal that 
ordinarily we couldn’t afford to eat.’

Thank you, thank you. We received a Father's Day 
and Mother’s Day care package and dinner. I cried both 
times with gratitude. We have had a rough 18 months 
in our household after job loss.’ 

‘It's been a hard week for myself, raising my two young 
kids alone, and this really made me feel appreciated 
and loved.’

‘Thank you so much, you have no idea what this 
means to me and my children, I can't remember the last 
time I had a roast as we could never afford it, thank you.’

To find out more about Foothills Community Care 
please visit their website https://www.foothillscare.org.
au/

Stephen Barrington

See also Community Cook Offs on page 26.

The Sri Vakrathunda Vinayagar Temple held the annual Chariot Festival on 
Saturday 24 April. Photographer Barbara Oehring commented: ‘I enjoyed taking 
photos of the chariot turning into Conyers Street and of people in the streets 
around the temple. Later, I  was well looked after by the people at the temple and 
invited to lunch.’

Chariot Festival in Boronia



These are just some of the projects you will be able to 
accomplish if you join the Woodies.

Bandsaw boxes
These are quite easy to make. You can use any type 
of wood you like and they make great gifts. Start 
with something simple and progress to more intricate 
designs, using your imagination. There are hundreds 
of shapes and sizes to create. 
Segmented Bowls 
Using a single plank of wood similar to the photo, 
your friends will think you’re a genius when you make 
this bowl. A band saw is used to cut the timber into 
segments then glued together and finished on a wood 
turning lathe.

Making boxes and 
bowls with the Woodies

We have a sign on the wall that  says YOU ARE A 
STRANGER BUT ONCE. We are waiting to welcome 
you. For further info on joining the club please go to 
our web site at www.knoxwoodies.org.au

Bill Ireland
Publicity officer

Knox and district Wood workers

ALAN TUDGE MP
Federal Member for Aston

9887 3890
tudgeMP alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au

www.alantudge.com.au
Authorised by Alan Tudge MP, Liberal Party of Australia. Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South VIC 3152
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Construction begins on big and 
better Knox Netball Centre

Community News16
Proudly sponsored by 
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

The much-awaited improvements to the Knox Regional 
Netball Centre are now underway! 

The centre in Ferntree Gully which is home to 
netball clubs from across Knox will undergo a massive 
transformation over the next year with improvements 
including two additional indoor courts, 180 extra car 
parks, seating for up to an extra 300 spectators and a 
facelift for the whole centre. 

During the season, the centre hosts over 6,000 people 
every week and is a huge part of our community's life. 

As many of you would be aware, this was an election 
commitment of mine and it’s great to see construction 
start. 

I helped secure $4 million of federal funding to 
help kickstart these much-needed upgrades and 
Knox Council and the state government have agreed 
to provide the rest with the Council managing the 
construction. 

I expect construction to be set to be complete in 
early 2022. 

This project was possible, in no small part, to the 
many people that signed my petition, wrote letters, 
made phone calls, and sent emails in support of this 
project. Thank you to each and every one of you. This 
is just one of many projects I am working to deliver in 
Knox. I will always fight for better local sports facilities, 
because I believe they benefit the entire community. 

Community sport is truly the lifeblood of our 
community. Our clubs provide their members with 
more than just sport. They are places of belonging, 
purpose, and friendship. They help keep people active 
and engaged and keep kids off the street and mentored 
by older people.

2020 was particularly hard for the many in our 
community who couldn’t play sport and engage with 
their sporting communities. After such a difficult year, 
it’s sensational to see our clubs running again.

As usual I will keep you updated on all our local 
projects through Facebook, email and letterbox.

Alan Tudge
Federal Member for Aston

Knox City Council observed National Sorry Day on 
Wednesday 26 May.

Together, they raised the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander flag in recognition of National Sorry Day and 
Reconciliation Week.

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community 
in Knox is the second largest and fastest growing 
population in the Eastern Metropolitan Region. It 
is predominantly young families and children whose 
safety, wellbeing,  health and engagement is critical 
for the prosperity of their communities. A report was  
presented at the Council meeting on 22 March 2021. Its 
findings include ‘continuing discussions with the local 
indigenous community regarding the development of 
a Reconciliation Action Plan and exploring options  to 
establish a Gathering Place’. See the Council website 
for ongoing information.

National Sorry Day 
Ceremony

Editor’s note: If you want to get the ‘feel’ of the Woodies, 
download their newsletter from the website. It is packed 
full of news, advice and photographs of members at work. 
And no, Bill Ireland is not sawing a lady in half as a 
magician’s trick (newsletter page 6)… 
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This year it was a particular joy to see some of our local 
ANZAC Day services return as Victoria’s recovery from 
the COVID-19 pandemic continues.

The importance of us coming together at these services 
is an aspect of ANZAC day many of us (including 
myself ) did not fully appreciate until COVID-19 
restrictions prevented this last year.

It is in this coming together that we can all 
commemorate and share in the strength many of our 
Diggers found in each other. This mateship is a defining 
characteristic of our Diggers and now, of our nation.

It is my sincere hope that Australians continue to 
mark ANZAC Day with deep reverence and that the 
courage and camaraderie of our Diggers continue to 
define us as a nation.

Nick Wakeling MP
State Member for Ferntree Gully

Together again for ANZAC Day

Recognising service to our community
Recently, I had the great pleasure of joining the Outer 
Eastern Melbourne Sub-Branch of the Vietnam Veterans 
Association (OEMVVA) at their Annual General 
Meeting and to recognise volunteers with a Victoria 
Day Award.

The Victoria Day Awards recognise the outstanding 
service of members of our community. These awards 
are a fantastic way for us all to not only recognise, 
congratulate, and thank those who have made such 
significant contributions to our community, but also 
to define, encourage, and reinforce our local aspirations 
and values.

Each year, an investiture ceremony is held on Victoria 
Day (1 July 2021) where award recipients are presented 

with these awards. While this ceremony could not take 
place in 2020 due to COVID-19 restrictions, it is my 
sincere hope that this important event will be able to 
proceed this year.

Nominations for the 2021 Victoria Day Awards are 
now open, with the deadline for nominations being 
Friday 11 June 2021. Nomination forms have gone 
out to community groups and are also available at my 
office (Unit 4, 91 Dorset Road, Ferntree Gully) for those 
who would like to nominate a member of their group.

I encourage all community groups within Knox to 
nominate a valued member of their organisation for 
these awards.

In our community you don’t need to look far to 
find examples of outstanding service.  This month, 
I was particularly pleased to pay a visit to CityLife 
Community Care, which has been quietly providing 
critical support to our community.

Among the many services provided by CityLife 
Community Care are:
•	 Women Connect: a social group for woman to share 

and learn at their own pace
•	 Blokes side by side: a connection group for men 

of all ages
•	 Community meals: a program for anyone struggling 

financially
•	 Food parcels: a program for anyone in need of 

food relief
•	 Information, advocacy, and referral services: for 

when you need support and direction
•	 Cash4Me: a program to help couples and individuals 

better manage their money
•	 Employment coaching: includes resume writing 

and interview skills tutoring
•	 Counselling: affordable and confidential support 

from experienced counsellors and psychologists
I thank the many volunteers at CityLife Community 

Care for their vital contribution to our community.
To learn more about CityLife Community Care visit 

their website at www.citylife.care or give them a call on 
03 9871 8900.

Volunteers providing critical 
support

15Remembering Gallipoli
Once again the dramatic setting of the Old 
Quarry Park at Peregrine Heights, Ferntree 
Gully, attracted a crowd to an Anzac Day 
Dawn Service. Around 200 people made 
their way in the darkness down to the 
lower levels of the new park where they 
faced the cliffside of the mountain to wait 
for the dawn.  Many gathered afterwards 
for breakfast at the nearby St John’s 
Parish hall.  The event was organised by 
Mountain District Learning Centre and the 
Lower Gully Traders and will be held again 
next year. Our thanks to all who helped. 
Since the event, readers have sent in 
thoughtful and moving responses linking 
the experience with their personal and 
professional concerns. We reproduce 
some of them here.  

Anzac Day 2014
Over	recent	years,	I	have	always	intended	to	go	to	the	
dawn	Anzac	Day	service	in	Melbourne.	What	with	
one	thing	and	another,	I	never	got	there.	The	crowds	at	
that	service	seemed	to	have	increased	to	such	an	extent	
that	the	idea	became	less	and	less	appealing	to	me.
Now	let’s	turn	back	the	clock	a	few	years.	My	Sister,	

my	Mother	 and	 I	 lived	with	my	Grandparents	 for	
quite	a	few	years.	I	was	about	five	at	the	time	and	we	
lived	with	them	for	about	seven	years	until	we	could	
afford	to	rent	a	house	of	our	own.	My	Grandparents	
were	very	decent	people.
I	didn’t	know	it	at	the	time,	but	my	Grandad	had	

a	brother,	Angie.	Very	occasionally	I	heard	his	name	
mentioned.	Apart	 from	 those	 times,	 he	was	 never	
spoken	of.	When	my	Mother	died	some	30	years	ago,	
I	discovered	a	tin	containing	old	letters.	Many	of	these	
letters	related	to	times	during	the	First	World	War.	I	
learned	that	Angie	had	died	on	active	service	while	
overseas.																												.
I	now	have	many	of	his	letters	sent	to	my	Grandad,	

(his	Brother).		Some	letters	were	sent	to	Angie	from	
my	Mother	when	she	was	very	little.		The	last	letter	
I	 have	was	 sent	 to	Angie	 from	my	Grandad.	He	
was	then	the	Manager	of	 the	Commercial	Banking	
Co.	of	Australia	in	Drouin	Victoria.	It	was	returned	
unopened,	simply	stamped	DECEASED.
This	Anzac	day,	25	April	2014,	my	wife,	daughter	

and	 grandson	 and	 I	 attended	 the	 dawn	 service	 at	
the	site	of	the	old	quarry	in	Ferntree	Gully.	It	was	a	
perfectly	still,	cloudless	morning.	A	small	crowd	of	
one	to	two	hundred	folk	gathered	there.
After	 a	 short	 ceremony,	 as	 light	 entered	 the	 sky	

above	the	mountain	range,	the	lone	bugler	sounded.	
The	sound	echoed	off	the	mountain	side.
I	was	able	to	‘remember’	the	Fallen	Digger	whom	

I	had	never	known,	Private	AB	Elliott	who	died	in	
France	on	26	July,	1916,	aged	23	years	and	two	days.																				

Graham Crichton

The spirit of Anzac 
Every	 year	 for	 almost	 100	 years,	Australians	
throughout	the	world	have	stood	in	silence	at	dawn	
on	April	 25	 to	 contemplate	 the	 essence	 and	 the	
honour	of	the	Anzac	legacy.	Our	observance	of	this	
sacred	ceremony	commences	in	the	pre-dawn	light,	
in	 recognition	 of	 the	moment	 in	which	Australian	
and	New	Zealand	soldiers	commenced	their	Gallipoli	
campaign.	
Our	 collective	 reverence	 during	 each	 ceremony,	

however,	 reflects	 the	 nation-defining	moments	 in	
which	 the	Anzac	 spirit	 of	mateship,	 camaraderie	
and	community	were	crafted	in	defiance	of	the	fear,	
distress	 and	 almost	 certain	 suffering	of	 our	 young	
and	our	dear.
In	the	99	years	since	our	Anzacs	first	landed	on	the	

shore	of	Gallipoli,	Australians	young	and	old	continue	
to	speak	 in	awe	and	admiration	of	 that	 shared	and	
sacred	moment	in	the	pre-dawn	light;	that	moment	in	
time	which	we	now	see	as	Australia	coming	of	age	as	a	
nation.	Collectively	we	are	commemorating	a	moment	
when	the	young	people	of	our	young	federation	were	
united	as	one	through	their	likeness	and	commonality.	
At	dawn	on	25	April	this	year,	as	I	stood	with	my	

family	beside	my	fellow	community	members	at	the	
Ferntree	Gully	quarry	Anzac	Day	ceremony,	I	reflected	
upon	both	the	harshness	of	war	and	the	importance	
of	community.	The	dawn	service	itself	was	attended	
by	over	150	locals,	people	who	had	come	to	show	
respect	for	those	who	fought	and	served,	people	who	
had	come	to	participate	in	communal	solidarity	with	
their	friends,	neighbours	and	community	companions.
Living	in	the	Australia	of	2014	it	can	be	sometimes	

easy	to	forget	that	we	have	so	much	to	be	thankful	for.	
As	a	nation	we	are	prosperous,	we	have	freedoms,	we	
have	wide	equality	and	bountiful	opportunity.	Yet	we	
must	equally	recognise	that	pockets	of	disadvantage	
remain	 in	 our	 society,	 pockets	 of	 isolation	 and	
entrenched	discrimination.	
Although	our	society	is	envied	the	world	over	for	its	

Sounds of silence
It	was	a	 touching	simple	ceremony	we	shared	 this	
morning	encircled	by	the	safety	of	our	mountain	but	
strangely	 reminiscent	 too	 of	Anzac	Cove	with	 the	
dawn	just	breaking	over	the	hill	facing	us.
We	were	 transported	 to	 a	 place	 not	 nearly	 so	

peaceful	as	we	listened	to	the	story	of	soldiers’	plight	
and	remembered	the	fallen	whilst	giving	thanks	for	
our	freedom.
A	train	 in	 the	background	broke	 the	silence	with	

a	mechanical	rush	just	as	we	heard	of	 the	enemy’s	
onslaught,	 and	 a	 single	 child	 cried	 for	 a	moment	
before	the	trumpet	solemnly	echoed	around	the	eerie,	
quiet	cliffs.			
It	was	a	memorable	service.

Elinor

fairness	and	as	a	land	of	possibility,	we	must	continue	
striving	 to	 ensure	 all	members	 of	 our	 community	
receive	fair	and	equitable	access	to	our	support	and	
goodwill.	And	for	 those	who	stumble	or	fall	at	 the	
margins,	we	must	protect	their	right	for	redemption,	
we	must	 maintain	 for	 them	 the	 opportunity	 of	
communal	respect	and	mateship.	After	all,	that	is	what	
I	believe	the	Anzacs	fought	so	tirelessly	to	establish	
and	maintain.	In	the	Australian	community	of	today,	
we	must	not	lose	our	willingness	to	stand	shoulder	to	
shoulder	with	our	neighbour	to	help	carry	their	load,	
to	lessen	their	burden,	to	help	stare	down	their	fears	
or	to	share	in	a	joke	and	a	smile.
I	believe	our	modern	Australian	identity	owes	so	

much	 to	 the	 spirit	 and	 the	 sacrifice	of	 the	Anzacs.	
Standing	with	my	 fellow	 community	members	 at	
dawn	on	April	25	this	year,	I	certainly	felt	the	spirit	
of	mateship,	 camaraderie	 and	 community	 among	
those	gathered.	

Matt Posetti
Labor candidate for Ferntree Gully
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Whilst Anzac Day observances were still made 
individually or in smaller groups, Anzac Day Services 
in the Knox area were well attended. Unfortunately the 
Dawn Watch at the Quarry was not held for a second 
year as the site made it difficult to conform to the 
restrictions still in place.          

The members of the Peace and Loyalty Masonic Lodge 
No 261 conducted an ANZAC ceremony at the Knox 
War Memorial. The War Memorial records the names 
of all men and women service personnel from the Knox 
municipal area who paid the supreme sacrifice and gave 
their lives in conflicts involving Australians.The event 
was well attended with over 200 members of the public 
and scouting associations.

The Guest speakers this year were Hurtle Lupton 
OAM and Nick Wakeling MP, Ferntree Gully’s member 
of Parliament.  Floral tributes were laid by the Peace & 
Loyalty Lodge, Nick Wakeling MP, the Mayor of Knox 
City Council Lisa Cooper and on behalf of Ferntree 
Gully Rotary, Christine Anderson.

Anzac Day Remembrance 
Services 2021

From left:  Mayor of Knox, Cr Lisa Cooper, Dobson Ward 
Councillor Meagan Baker  with MP for Ferntree Gully 
Nick Wakeling.
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Glengollan resident Brenda Coall beside one of the ‘quilts’ 
on display in the community hall.

Knox Over50s is a very friendly and sociable group who 
normally meet monthly from January to November and 
provide guest speakers, day and overnight trips, a book 
club, visits to Boronia Cinema, coffee mornings at the 
Myer Knox coffee lounge, regular lunches at different 
locations around Knox and Morning Melodies. 
Unfortunately, we are still unable to have our usual 
monthly meetings in the Boronia Progress Hall, due 
to both State and Local Government rules.  

Our next monthly General Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday 22 June at Club Kilsyth, which is most likely 
to be our venue of choice for the rest of this year’s 
meetings. 

At our April meeting we were addressed by a member 
of the Lions Club of Waverley about their project 
to sponsor research and development of stem-cell 
technology, through the collection of cord blood from 
newborns; a very worthy project which is having much 
success both here in Australia and overseas. 

Knox & District Over50s Social Club
In June we return to our regular movie outings at 

Metro Cinema, Boronia, on the first Monday of each 
month.  Weather permitting, we will also continue 
with the Lewis Park walks on the third Monday of 
each month.  Also continuing are lunches, Morning 
Melodies and coffee mornings. Having missed out 
in 2020, we are currently looking at the options for a 
Club holiday, of a week away some time later this year.  

We have a monthly newsletter Knox Natters Matter 
which will keep you up to date with the many fun social 
activities available. 

If you feel you may be interested in joining our 
group, please contact Jill (on 9801 4363) for further 
information.  We look forward to hearing from you or, 
more importantly, seeing you in the near future.

Pat Sturgeon
Media Officer

Our luncheon meetings are held on the fourth Monday 
(except in December) of each month, and include a 
2-course lunch, tea/coffee at a cost of $25. Our Birthday 
lunch in June is $30. We have a meeting, then a speaker 
or entertainment. We support The Smith Family and 
raise money through our luncheons and in-house 
functions. We support six disadvantaged students 
through the ‘Learning for Life’ Program with the Smith 
Family. We also support a refuge for women and children 
escaping domestic violence.

Monday 28 June, Our Club’s Birthday Lunch with 
singer Laurel McKenna. 

Monday 26 July, Lunch and speaker Vivienne 
Gallagher from ‘Accessorize U’ with accessories to buy.

If you want to join a club that is both welcoming and 
fun, come join us. Visitors are very welcome.
When: 11:30am for a 12:00 noon start
Where: The Knox Club, corner Stud and  Boronia 
Roads, Wantirna South
Phone to book:  Denise Barth - 0408 379 935

Community News

Quilt stitches together lockdown experiences
Glengollan Village residents have put together a creative 
collective response to 2020’s Covid-19 lockdown – a 
patchwork quilt project.

Each resident was given a calico square and asked 
to represent their experience of lockdown for the 
quilts.The responses were wide ranging in both style 
and message.  Side by side with fine needlepoint and 
applique techniques are icy pole sticks, pressed flowers, 
poems and drawings. The expressions ranged from ‘am 
I ever going to see your face again?’ to ‘better to be six 
feet apart than six feet under’.

Many residents focused on the small things they 
could be grateful for, the people they missed and 
the times they were looking forward to. In the end, 
the Glengollan Village had enough squares for three 
patchwork quilts, now on display in their main hall.

According to one Village resident, Brenda Coall, last 
year’s lockdown was a tough time for the residents. 

‘We are getting back to our activities now, with 
exercise programs and happy hour and special events 
coming up,’ she said. ‘But a lot of people have changed 
their habits and are spending more time at home.’

Brenda said she loves living at Glengollan Village 

for the ease of home maintenance, the security and the 
feeling of belonging.‘It was set up by Violet Lambert in 
1956 as a welcoming community for senior living and 
that description still fits perfectly,’ she said.

There are 147 units at Glengollan Village at the foot of 
the Dandenongs in Ferntree Gully, including 12 brand 
new units soon to become available. Kym Faulkner, 
Glengollan Village Manager, explains they had a mix of 
traditional cottages and two and three bedroom units 
with garages, with the new units privately fenced and 
pet friendly.

‘What we have learnt during this unprecedented time 
is how important it is to be somewhere you feel safe, 
protected, cared for and most importantly, not alone,’ 
she said. ‘People look out for one another here, it’s a 
very caring community.’

Kym said there was a lot of interest in the new units, 
with some already on hold.

‘Please get in touch if you are interested in living at 
Glengollan and we can arrange a tour with you,’ she 
said.

Kym Faulkner is contactable on 03 8706 4502.

Ferntree Gully VIEW Club
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The Mae Collard School of Music is joining with Yoga 
Balance to offer a new and relaxing location for their 
Women’s Choir in Ferntree Gully. With a focus on 
wellness, mindfulness and relaxation, the Women’s 
Choir will thrive in their new, welcoming space. 
The Mae Collard School of Music and Yoga Balance 
are looking forward to working together as local 
community businesses.

The Mae Collard School of Music Women’s Choir, 
directed by Mae Collard, provides a supportive 
space to sing together joyfully as a community, using 
empowering and uplifting lyrics to inspire them. Their 
choral sessions are designed to be ‘me time’ for mothers 

It’s a new adventure for women joining 
music and yoga in the Gully

and any woman seeking creativity, support, friendship 
with other women, some nurturing and a sense of 
community.

A new adventure for two local businesses working 
together to keep a much loved community choir singing 
with joy.  

The Mae Collard School of Music Women’s Choir 
meets fortnightly on Wednesdays at 8:15pm, and is 
open to new members including complete beginners! 
To enquire, visit our website and complete an online 
booking enquiry form: www.maecollardschoolofmusic.
com.au/booking-enquiry

A ‘quilt square’ from the Glengollan display (see opposite 
page).

Local History

Growing up in the 80s we looked forward to going up 
to Ferntree Gully village. It was a friendly place and 
everyone knew one another.

We would drive up in Mum’s Mazda and never had a 
problem finding a parking spot. As soon as we got out 
of the car there, walking by, was a familiar face, another 
local to chat with. If you planned to be up there for an 
hour you could count on it being two.

The thriving village had everything. Firstly it was 
into Rashleigh’s Newsagent to get Mum’s newspaper 
entitled The Truth and sometimes she purchased The 
Australasian Post too. I remember they always had Mint 
Patties and Polly Waffles at the checkout. Mum loved 
to stand and chat with Mary the assistant who worked 
in the newsagent. She was Ferntree Gully through 
and through. I would stand there too looking bored, 
particularly if Mum hadn’t bought me anything.

The next stop would be the Ferntree Gully Book 
Exchange where Mum could spend an hour or more 
looking at books while I played in the corner and 
chatted to the owner Patricia. It was a quaint little shop. 
Mum enjoyed chatting to Patricia. Later on Patricia sold 
the shop to Val, another local. We were very friendly 
with Val and I looked forward to going up there as 

Going up the Gully with Mum
she often had a chocolate frog for me. I never minded 
running errands for people even at that age.

We shopped at Quinn’s Riteway for the most part 
which was a large supermarket by 1970s and 1980s 
standards. It even had an indoor butchers called 
‘Doyles’. At the time there were five banks and we 
used to go into the State Bank. People were always very 
friendly and only too happy to help.

It seems strange now but many people were either 
Alpine Street shoppers or Station Street shoppers. The 
railway line despite being a single track divides the 
town. Some people tended to stay on the side where 
they lived.

Until I was about four the closest milk bar was in 
Ferntree Gully as we lived in Merricks Close by the 
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club. We went to Jenris Milk 
Bar which was owned by Les and Flo at the time. They 
were always happy to have a chat and I knew there was 
always the possibility of Mum buying me a chocolate of 
some sort. One thing I remember about the milk bar 
was a large oval mirror which was on the wall facing the 
door. That shop was similar to a general store. 

Sadly around 1982 there was a fire which destroyed 
many of the shops in Station street. A couple of years 

later the shops returned as part of a new development 
called Village Court. We had the new Gully Green 
Grocer, milk bar, hairdresser, butcher, barber, bicycle 
shop, dressmakers, Coby’s coffee shop and even a lolly 
shop much to my delight. We always purchased our 
fruit and vegetables at the Gully Greengrocer. They 
were friendly there and of course we stopped for a chat. 

Our doctor’s surgery was in an old white house 
which had a 1930’s charm about it. It burnt down 
and was moved into the newly built ‘Village Court’. 
The Court had an array of shops. You could even get 
your lawnmower repaired up there and new dentures 
if you so desired. I can remember Mum buying shoes 
at Gil’s shoe shop. It is hard to picture now but there 
was a variety of men’s and women’s fashion stores in 
Ferntree Gully.

And who could forget the old chemist on the corner 
which had the coloured glass bottles. Later John 
Fregon’s chemist moved up to where the Bendigo 
Bank and Post Office are currently situated. Fregon’s 
pharmacy always smelled lovely and fresh. Two lovely 
ladies Gina and Maria were always on hand to help 
with a smile.

That was going up the Gully with Mum.

Edward Plenty
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Eastern Ranges School is very excited to have a new 
addition joining their therapy team, Violet the therapy 
dog! Violet will work alongside her handler Alysha, one 
of the occupational therapists at Eastern Ranges School. 

Violet is an almost two year old black Labrador who 
loves chasing balls, performing tricks for carrot treats 
and playing tug of war. She also doesn’t mind some quiet 
time lying her head on laps to get pats and cuddles. 

Violet will also be an integral part of the school 
supporting a wide range of learning, including 
occupational therapy run programs.  This will include 
the play program; as a play partner in vets, tea parties 
and birthday parties. Violet will also support gross 
motor skills programs through throwing and catching 
activities and modelling how to complete obstacle 
courses. 

Students will be able to work towards spending 
time with Violet, through banking their School Wide 
Positive Behaviour tokens. Violet will also support some 
students to regulate their emotions to help them get 
back to a space where they are able to learn. 

We can’t wait to see how Violet motivates students to 
participate in their learning! 

Alysha Somers

Violet joins Eastern Ranges School

Kent Park Primary students have been busy on an 
environmental learning journey to discover ways of 
looking after our planet! They have been learning about 
the advantages of growing their own food, and are 
enjoying growing many types of fruit and vegetables. 

Students have learnt what plants need to grow 
and have investigated the process of photosynthesis. 
Understanding that success in the garden starts with 
good soil, Parkers have established a school composting 
system. Each day children save their food scraps for 
composting. 

Kent Park Primary have six special garden helpers of 
the feathered kind. Chooks! The children look after the 
chickens, ensuring they have enough food and water, 
and maintaining good hygiene in the hen house. In 
return the chickens lay fresh eggs, consume food scraps 
and provide fertiliser the plants love!

Kent Park Primary looks after our planet
The children have learnt where rubbish ends up 

and simple ways of reducing the amount to landfill. 
Students discovered that most of what is thrown away 
can be reused, repurposed or recycled. They’ve studied 
the concept of supply and demand, and have concluded 
we ‘vote with our dollar.’ They have researched 
alternatives to single-use plastics, and KPPS save soft 
plastics to be recycled through Redcycle. 

Some next steps for KPPS are to build a worm farm, 
and to plant more natives which create a habitat for 
birds and a food source for bees. Head to the school 
website for regular updates! http://www.kentparkps.
vic.edu.au/ 

Kara Atherton

Schools Page
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Wattleview Primary School hit the ground running this 
year with a Twilight Sports day involving the whole 
school community.The event was the first of many 
planned for this year to celebrate the school’s 50th  
anniversary.

Tracy Wright, Assistant Principal at Wattleview, said 
the Twilight Sports day was the perfect way to engage 
the school community after last year’s lockdowns.‘It is 
wonderful to have our parents back on site again and 
involved in their child’s school life,’ she said.

Wattleview’s Twilight Sports was co-ordinated by PE 
teacher, Jan Mustac, and supported by the four house 
captains. With events from 1:30 to 5:30pm including 
sprints, tunnel ball, baton relays, egg and spoon races, 
sack races and the long run, families were able to come 
along to cheer on their children and participate.

Wattleview hosts Twilight Sports fun
The last event of the day was the parent versus staff 

crossball match. ‘Sadly for our staff, the parents won!’ 
Tracy said.

The day concluded with a presentation to the winning 
house – Wattle. The house system at Wattleview Primary 
School is based on Australian flora, with Wattle for 
yellow, Fern for green, Waratah for red and Bluegum for 
blue.‘It was great to see students working together as a 
team as they supported their house,’said Tracy.

There had been an abundance of positive feedback 
from families, students and staff following the event. 
‘One of our main goals throughout this year is to 
continue to build a strong school community,’ she said. 
‘Twilight Sports really was the perfect way to engage 
our families again and promote health and wellbeing 
for everybody.’

Go team Wattle! Teamwork was everything for events like 
tunnel ball at Wattleview Primary School’s Twilight Sports.

Rotary News
Sponsored by 
Ferntree Gully
Rotary

Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully 
Chartered in 1963

We have lots of experience  in serving
the community with enthusiasm

Enquiries: Allan Tierney 0418 366 543

It’s a special time for Rotary in Australia and New 
Zealand as 2021 marks  the first 100 years of service 
for the organisation. Clubs were created in Melbourne, 
Sydney, Auckland and Wellington and from that small 
beginning, Rotary and Rotaract spread across both 
countries.

This year Rotary Clubs throughout Australia took 
part in a Baton Relay around their Districts to celebrate. 
On 24 April  the Fern Tree Gully and Bayswater Rotary 
Clubs joined together to carry the baton around the 
Tim Neville Arboretum..

The five Rotary Clubs within the City of Knox have 
been supporting Foothills Community Care over the 
past twelve months, providing funds, cake slices and 
soup on a monthly basis. One of our neighbouring 
clubs, Rowville-Lysterfield has received a grant to 
provide improvements to the Ferntree Gully Guide Hall 
which is used weekly by Foothills Community Care to 
provide meals to the needy people of Ferntree Gully.

With the commencement of Term I 2021, Books in 
Homes Australia is excited to embark on a special project 
in partnership with Rotary District 9810 and supported 
by Ansvar Insurance that will see around 4,000 new and 
high-quality books distributed to some 1,830 children 
in 25 primary schools in Melbourne and surrounds.

Rotary District 9810 has raised an incredible $35,000 
on the DG Family Project – Book for Kids Campaign, 
which aimed to identify and fund primary schools 
in the Victoria’s South Eastern and Yarra Ranges 

Celebrating 100 Years of Service for Rotary

suburbs that would benefit from being on the Books 
in Homes Program. Local Rotary Clubs in the district 
and individuals contributed over $25,000 with an 
additional $10,000 coming in via the Ansvar Insurance 
Community Education Program Grant. 

Each child will get to choose two new and quality 
books during Term 1 2021. In addition, each 
participating school will receive a Preview Pack of 48 
books to integrate into the school library for all current 
and future students to access. Students from Wattleview 

Primary School in Ferntree Gully have benefited from 
this project.

Basic education and literacy are focus areas for Rotary 
International.  Partnering with  Books in Homes   
drew the full support of Rotarians across South East 
Melbourne. Over 30 primary schools were identified 
as potential recipients. The $35,000 raised will fund 25 
primary schools, which is an amazing result.  

To learn more about Rotary and the Fern Tree Gully 
Rotary Club, contact Graeme Aspinall, 0425 432 290 
or email gas95992@bigpond.net.au
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Another ‘Quilt square’ from the Glengollan display (page 
18).

22 Point of View
The Roaring Twenties
Skills Shortage?
I’ve seen a few articles recently about skill shortages in 
Australia. One ABC article opened with a quote from 
SEEK, the online employment marketplace, saying 
there were more job ads in March 2021 than at any 
other time in its 23-year history. SEEK also said that 
job applications per ad were at the lowest level since 
2012. So where are all those people that are looking for 
a job or for more hours? 

One explanation provided is that firms are looking for 
skills that are in short supply in Australia, and we need 
skilled workers from overseas to plug the growing gap. 
Of course, with international borders still closed due 
to Covid-19, there’s a shortage of such skilled migrants. 

We’ve been hearing about a skills shortage in Australia 
for many years, but something doesn’t sound quite right 
with all this. If there was a lack of skilled workers, there 
would be a bidding war for these people, but wages 
have gone nowhere for a decade and there’s no sign of 
a pickup anytime soon.

Also, what does it say about our education and 
training services in Australia? I thought these sectors 
were highly regarded, which is why they became so 
popular with overseas students paying top dollar. 

Seasonally adjusted unemployment rates across the 
country in March 2021 were almost back to where they 
were a year earlier, at 5.6%, with Victoria higher at 
6.1%. This is much better than we feared in the middle 
of last year, but still far higher than we’d like. Also, if we 
look a little closer at the figures, youth unemployment 
across the country is more than double the overall 
figure at 11.8%.

I’m sure that many of our unemployed and under-
employed young people are well qualified or well 
trained, but perhaps they are finding it difficult to gain 
the experience that many employers are looking for. 
Perhaps it is time to give youth a chance.

Property Shortage?
Following my comment in the previous edition of FTG 
News that Australian housing might be invincible, the 
median house price in Melbourne has just has passed 
the $1 million mark for the first time, according to 
recent data from the Real Estate Institute of Victoria 
(REIV). REIV’s quarterly report for March 2021 
showed the median price for a house in metropolitan 
Melbourne jumped by 8.8% to $1,004,500. It was the 
biggest quarterly increase in the median house price 
since December 2009.

Not everything is roaring quite yet, especially the 
vaccine rollout programme, but some parts of our 
property sector seem to be very hot. Read next time for 
the possible implications on rent and tenancy issues!

Martin Whiteley

What a month we had at Ferntree Gully library in 
May!  We celebrated the return of events, social groups, 
story-times and our much-loved patrons at the month-
long Reconnect Festival. From gardening talks, art 
workshops and displays to yarn bombing, rocket selfies, 
toy swaps and story-times, there was something fun 
for everyone. 

Don’t worry if you missed out though.  Our programs 
and events are fully up and running and there are so 
many opportunities for you to connect with your 
community, learn new skills, support your children with 
their literacy journeys or just enjoy a leisurely browse 
through our collections, something I know many of 
you missed greatly during lockdown last year.

We are so thrilled to welcome families back to our 
story-times and are now offering four sessions during 
term times, covering all age groups. Pre-schoolers 
(3-6yrs) are on Tuesdays at 11am, Tiny Tots (0-1yr) 
are on Tuesdays at 2pm and our Family sessions on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 11am cater to all ages 
(0-6yrs).  Join us for books, rhymes, take-home craft 
and a ton of fun as we get your little ones started on 
their lifelong love of knowledge, books and reading.

Giving people opportunities to learn and share skills, 
interests and knowledge with others in their community 
is a big priority here at Ferntree Gully Library. Enjoy 
the company of like-minded enthusiasts at our popular, 
monthly social events:
Knit & Natter – first Friday of month at 2pm.
Colour & Colouring for Adults – second Thursday 
of month at 3.15pm  
Book Chat – third Wednesday of the month at 2.30pm

We’re very excited to announce a newcomer to our 
events calendar, for aspiring and accomplished green-
thumbs alike:
Gully Gardeners – fourth Wednesday of the month at 
2pm.  A chance to share plants and produce or seeds 
through our Seed Library and gather knowledge at free, 
inspiring talks from gardening experts. 

Information on these events as well as special, one-off 
talks and workshops can be found at events.yourlibrary.
com.au or give us a call at 9800 6455 as bookings are 
essential for all events. Lost your card? Don’t worry. Pop 
in and we can give you a new one.  Not a member yet? 
Join online to get booking straight away at yourlibrary.
com.au or visit us to join.  It only takes 5 minutes. 

We have been overwhelmed by the positive 
outpouring of appreciation for the library from all of 
you, and although we know how much you value the 
convenience of our online resources, nothing is better 
than popping in, having a chat, a browse, a rave about 
a latest favourite book or seeing the smiles on your 
children’s faces at story-time.  Come and say hi to us 
next time you’re at the library and see what we can 
help you with.    

Michelle Kemp

Ferntree Gully
Library news

I was going for my daily walk recently in my Nudie 
jeans, Tiger sneakers, Kathmandu high-collared vest, 
Harrison Ford-type canvas hat, carrying a rather snappy 
walking stick, and feeling a bit spritely for a change as I 
happily took in the late afternoon autumn air, when a 
young family approached. As they came closer a tiny girl 
stared and pointed at me, then turned to her mother. 
‘Look, Mummy’, she chirped. ‘Here comes an old man’. 
I stopped abruptly and turned around to see who she 
was talking about. She thought that was very funny. 
‘How old do you think I am then’, I asked. ‘Maybe 20’, 
she replied. With that I regained some composure. She 
turned and waved as they disappeared up the street. I 
turned back, struggled up our driveway, walked into the 
bedroom, stood in front of a full length mirror – and 
there he was. There was the old man. He was certainly 
not about 20. Neither the jeans nor the sneakers could 
hide it. There stood an old man. The jig was up! How 
could I have not known about it? Watch out.

Peter Stagg

Old Man
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No doubt all you readers are familiar 
with the word ‘Apocalypse’?   You 
may have seen, probably several, 
scary films made about it – when 
the world ‘comes to an end’!  Very 
scary.  And there is so much going 

on in our world today with bushfires, plagues, climate 
change etc. etc.  that one could be forgiven for thinking 
some of these frightening apocalyptic events are 
happening right now to us!

Well, take heart. Apocalyptic literature, although 
hard for us to read and understand, is a positive way to 
help us through great times of change.  It reminds us, 
or shocks us into realising that nothing is permanent, 
that we should not try to hold on to everything from 
the past, or even from the present.

Father Richard Rohr reminds us:  ‘We think it’s all 
going to last, but it isn’t. The 21st century, the United 
States of America, capitalism, our churches and our 

Lia Unmack, a member of the St Vincent de Paul 
Conference of Ferntree Gully recently received a 
Victoria Day Award for her service to the many 
disadvantaged people in the area. With the support of 
her husband Laurie, who has been updating the food 
store and security, she assists with the packaging of 
food hampers ensuring they are ready for collection and 
delivery. We congratulate her on this public recognition 
of her service. Lia has also written a number of articles 
for the Gully News.

FTG Uniting Church

St John the Baptist 
parishioner receives award

This year my husband and I celebrate our 25th wedding 
anniversary. We have travelled the highs and lows of life 
together for more years now than we have been single. 
We have been blessed with four gorgeous children and 
are constantly surrounded by the love and support of 
our family and friends. Our prayers are full of gratitude 
towards our ever present God who provides more love 
and support than I could ever give Him enough praise 
for.

As I reminisce over the past 25 years of marital bliss, 
I think of how our family life has not only survived the 
journey but grown in love and respect along the way. 
Every day we put effort into our marriage, whether it's 
the Earl Grey tea and debrief we share after the kids 
finally go to bed, the uplifting texts shared during the 
day or by role modelling a respectful, loving relationship 
to our kids.

As Christians we want to honour our creator God 
and actively live as passionate followers of Jesus Christ. 
Although I was raised in a Christian family and had 

Celebrating two 
anniversaries

married a man of faith, I had reached a plateau in my 
relationship with God.  We wanted to raise our children 
to love and serve God and it was the  pregnancy of our 
first child that led us to find a warm and welcoming 
local church.

This month marks the 20th anniversary of belonging 
to RAFT Anglican church.  I wanted to acknowledge and 
celebrate this anniversary with the same warmth I would 
give a special birthday or wedding anniversary.  Being a 
member of a church gives you a connection and sense 
of belonging amongst like-minded Christians.  Many 
of our closest friends are past or present parishioners.

I can honestly say I have always left a Sunday morning 
church  service feeling better for attending, even on 
the days I struggled to get there. God speaks to us in 
more ways than just personal prayer and solitary bible 
reading. Many times a sermon will inspire or educate 
me beyond my expectations.  The praise and worship 
music is even more uplifting when in church than when 
I play it loudly in my car!

I have been supported through the RAFT playgroup 
with all my children, and the Sunday School program 
has given my children a safe place to learn and talk about 
God and feel very comfortable at church. The youth 

Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156 
Tel. 9753 6522 – ftg.uca@gmail.com
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am

Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am

The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156 
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sean and Rachel Attard

St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road 
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
www.stthomas.com.au
Tel.9758 0217
Email: sthomasuftg@bigpond.com
Vicar: Anne Kennedy
Sunday Services
9.30am  Holy Eucharist
1.30pm Holy Eucharist & Sunday School

RAFT Anglican Church
(Rowville and Ferntree Gully Together)
131 Taylors Lane, Rowville
www.raftchurch.org.au
Tel: 9764 2573
Email: admin@raftchurch.org.au
Sunday services
8:30am Traditional 
10:30am Family (includes kids & teen churches)
Senior Pastor: Hilton Jordan

Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

Contact parishes for information 
about services re-opening.

political parties, and all the rest are passing away …’ 
peeling back the past and even the present to see the 
future.  In this respect although yes, frightening, it is also 
very exciting and inspiring – a constant call for righting 
injustices, for changing the ways we do things, how we 
treat not only each other, but also our Sister earth.

Like many other organisations, churches are looking at 
how they will be ‘church’ in the future.  What should be 
left behind?  What things should be kept, if any?  How 
can we do things differently to respond to and meet 
the needs of the ever-changing community around us?

These are just some of the things members of our 
Knox Uniting Church congregations are discussing at 
the moment.   What are we being called to do, to be?  

Maybe you, your family or a group you belong to is 
also going through this frightening, exciting Apocalypse 
experience.  Join us in hanging on for the ride!!  Wheee!

 Pat Rivett
Ferntree Gully Uniting Church

group program has allowed my teens to hang out with 
fellow young Christians, enjoy themselves in a nurturing 
environment, all the while developing their relationship 
with God.  We have been in small Life Groups which 
provide close fellowship and Christian guidance: the 
mothers’ life group was absolutely invaluable in its 
practical support and advice.  

My family is very blessed and proud of our connection 
with RAFT Anglican Church. I do pray that other local 
Christians and those seeking to learn more about Jesus 
are given the motivation and opportunity to come give 
church a go.

Julie Harris
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Take 3,300 Cubs and four nights five days under canvas 
and what do you get – a great big adventure and lots 
of fun! That’s what 108 Cubs from the City of Knox 
experienced at Gilwell Park, Gembrook in April this 
year. This was the 10th Cuboree. Its theme was New 
Horizons. The Cubs were encouraged to let both their 
bodies and their imaginations run wild! 

A Cuboree Unit is made up of 30 Cubs, five Line 
Leaders (Cub leaders), one Unit Akela (L.I.C) and three 
Unit catering staff (usually parents). They camp, eat and 
do all the activities together. The campsites all have a 
spectacular gateway (designed by the unit) which relates 
to the Cuboree theme and our four Cuboree units did 
an amazing job. Two of our gateways even got a ‘special 
mention’ in the daily newspaper, which is high praise 
indeed! Our four Cuboree Units also  had themed hats 
for our Cubs, worn all through Cuboree, which helped 
identify them from the other 119 odd other Cuboree 
Units and 3,000+ Cubs.

With busy days and night-time entertainment, you 
can imagine there were plenty of hungry tummies 
to fill. Here are a few interesting statistics from the 
catering side of Cuboree: 1.5km of sausages, 15,000 
slices of bread, 600ml of sauce, and 130kg of Milo 
were consumed, all of which were delivered by four 
semi-trailers.

Cuboree X – the Cub adventure of a lifetime!

The activity bases included: Cherry Lane, X-Senses, 
Odyssey, Scouts & Beyond, Space Force and No Going 
Back. To give you a taste of an activity: No Going Back 
is about brave humans who have set out to settle ‘New 
Brownsea’, a settlement on another world. However, our 
intrepid settlers crashed on route. The area was strewn 
with debris, toxic waste swamps and, of course, there 
were aliens locked in a constant battle with the Vault 
Dwellers. Be prepared to get dirty! 

All the Cubs had an absolutely fabulous time and 
went home enthused, exhausted and filthy, with some 
fabulous stories to tell. They loved the blanket badges 
they collected and the Cuboree t-shirt and scarf. I 
am not so sure that their families loved the mud they 
brought home!

If you are interested in trying Scouting go to: https://
scoutsvictoria.com.au/locations/all-groups/

8th Knox and 1st Ferntree Gully are the local Scout 
Groups. You can try three nights for free! So come 
along and join in the fun. Scouting is for youth from 
age 6 to 26 years and after 26 lots of fun is to be had 
by becoming a leader!

Nicole Klep
District Leader Cub Scouts

Knox Street orienteers find 
local gems

The highlight of the May walks was the beautiful mural 
(Clue 20) on the side wall of the old squash courts 
and milkbar on the corner of McMahons Road and 
Loretto Avenue.  It was painted by Lukey Soma. Walk 
Organiser, David, remembers playing squash at ‘Paul 
Vear’s’ as these courts were known in the 1980s!

East of Commercial Road in Yose Street, the walkers 
discovered an old sign (Clue 17) on the side of the 
Oaklands Industries factory with an old phone number 
– FTG 303.  How many years ago did we have letters 
in our phone numbers?

(Clue 12) was near a huge water storage tank in the 
Burke Road Reserve.  It is evidently known as the Knox 
Reservoir.  It must hold over 20 megalitres.  They also 
found an elephant sitting on a letterbox (Clue 14) in 
Meagher Road!

For more information about KnoxSOW go to their 
website www.knoxsow.fun or Facebook page.

You can place your full colour 
advert in this space (60mm high x 
80mm wide) for as little as $65.00

Gully News is a not-for-profit
community newspaper. Publishing

six times a year, 10,000 copies and we 
depend on advertising to pay printing 

costs.

See ferntreegullynews.com for more 
sizes and prices



In a fitting end to Cultural Diversity Week, it was very 
special to join the Indian community for Holika Dahan 
& Hindu Food Festival 2021 at Shree Swaminarayan 
Temple Melbourne in Boronia. I received a beautiful 
welcome and introduction to the temple and to these 
special annual events. I was also very happy to enjoy 
some of the delicacies on offer. Once again it was great to 
see the vibrant cultural diversity we have here in Knox.

The Sunday before ANZAC Day I attended a very 
moving ANZAC Commemoration service at the 
Bayswater RSL and had the honour of laying a wreath 
on behalf of the people of Knox. I also met Noel, the 
President of Bayswater RSL and other RSL members 
and learnt more about their activities. On ANZAC Day 
I attended the dawn service at Bayswater RSL where I 
again had the honour of laying a wreath on behalf of 
the people of Knox as well as meeting members of the 
RSL and Knox’s Citizen of the Year, Chris Ellis. The 
most poignant part for me was when members of the 
public laid floral tributes for family members who lost 
their lives serving in armed conflict, in a stark reminder 
that war is a terrible thing. Lest we forget.

Towards the end of April, I was very happy to 
attend one day of the Smart Urban futures conference 
via Zoom. This enabled me to learn about new and 
innovative ways other municipalities have made their 
neighbourhoods more walking and cycling friendly, 
including case studies from Geelong, the Bass Coast 
Shire, the Melbourne CBD as well as parts of London.

Finally, on  4 May I chaired the first in-person meeting 
of the Knox Multicultural Advisory Committee since 
the pandemic and presented Certificates of Appreciation 
to outgoing members Stephen Yin and Kate Gibson of 
the Eastern Community Legal Centre. Thank you very 
much to Stephen and Kate and to all members of Knox 
City Council’s Advisory Committees who give freely of 
their time to represent their segment of the community 
to improve things for everyone. 

Sorina Grasso

Dinsdale Ward Councillor

Things that unite us 
across Knox
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Have you heard about the Puffing Billy Dog Express for 
pooches great and small? Give your pal a treat. Further 
information at https://puffingbilly.com.au/experiences/
puffing-billy-dog-express

Let’s hear it for dogs!

Students in year nine are being offered some unique 
opportunities at Heritage College Knox, with the school 
rising to the challenge of tackling the well-known year 
9 malaise.

At its new location on Burwood Highway, Ferntree 
Gully, Heritage College continues to provide tailored 
education that helps all students become self-confident, 
life-long learners.

In year nine, this means that alongside the regular 
program of English, Maths, Science, Humanities and 
Physical Education, they can also choose to focus on 
music, take on the Duke of Edinburgh program, learn 
about building or take on a subject of their own design.

This structure gives students a chance to concentrate 
on their passions, as well as the space and support to 
explore different interests.

For example, students with a passion for music can 
take the Vivace (fast and lively) music program. The 
dedicated year long course provides scope for students 
to immerse themselves in their love of music with in-
depth studies that lay the foundation for exploring 
music as a future with master classes, industry training 
and preparation for VCE.

Alternatively, the Duke of Edinburgh program 
combines service with learning and outdoor education, 
giving year nine students the chance to go sailing, 
abseiling, canoeing, hiking and camping.

For students with an interest in building, Heritage 
College offers year nine students an opportunity to 
participate in an apprenticeship program. Students 
finish their studies by designing and building a 
specialised large-scale project.

Year nine students at Heritage can also take the 
Heritage Masters course, where they design and plan 
their own elective subject, working with a mentor 
to support and guide their study. Depending on the 
interest of the student, this could see them writing a 
novel, investigating a maths theorem or researching a 
social issue. 

For more information on educational opportunities 
with this growing Christian college, call the friendly 
Heritage admin team on 03 9739 8126.

Year nine students branch 
out at Heritage College
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‘Pursue what catches your 
heart, not what catches 
your eyes.’ – Roy T 
Bennett   

With restrictions around 
Melbourne easing even 

more, there is almost 
a sense of normality returning to us 
lucky Victorians.  I hope you take the 
opportunity to get out of the house and 
experience something new this winter. 
Stay warm, stay safe. 

Diana Roggenbucke

 Community Meals Boronia - Returning
CityLife Community Care provides a nutritious, 
home cooked, take away meal from the Boronia 
Bellbird Senior Citizen Centre Saturday fortnightly 
from 5:30pm - 6:30pm. 
Take away meals are for anyone struggling financially 
and in need of a delicious, home cooked meal. If 
that’s you, come along and collect dinner for you and 
your family in a safe, supportive space where your 
needs are heard, and you are very welcome. 
All ages welcome. (children must be accompanied by 
an adult)
The meals will begin as take away, with the view of 
returning to a sit-down meal in time. 
When: Fortnightly. Next sessions Saturday 12 June 
and Saturday 26 June 
Time: 5:30pm – 6:30pm
Where: Boronia Bellbird Seniors Citizen Centre cnr 
Erica Avenue and Genista Avenue Boronia
Contact: CityLife Community Care on 9871 8900

Foothills Community Care – Community 
Cook Offs 
If you love to cook and want to get involved, why 
not sign up to be part of the Foothills Community 
Care Monthly Cook Offs, held out of the Upwey 
Baptist Church in their newly renovated industrial 
kitchen. Community Casseroles cook as a 
community for the community.  Community cook 
ups are run with rescued food, saving tonnes of food 
from landfill, and support our community with free 
home-cooked, home-delivered meals for anyone that 
needs them.
Community Casseroles home delivers meals to those 
in our community having a hard time. There are 
no qualifications to access Community Casseroles, 
if you need a meal we will be there, with a week’s 
worth of dinners and a shared understanding that 
everyone has hard times and we all deserve kindness 
and dignity.
Through our regular Community Cook Ups we offer 
another way for everyone, especially those isolated or 
lonely in our community, to find a support network 
and build friendships. Community Casseroles gives 

people a way to contribute meaningfully to their 
community even when living busy lives. Community 
meals means no one has to struggle alone and strong 
communities can grow.
For more information email: contact@foothillscare.
org.au or call 8711 8677

Just Vibing  - Youth Online Social Group
Just Vibing is an online social group for young 
people aged 15 to 25 years to engage in fun activities 
within a safe and inclusive space. Participants are 
welcome to join in various activities, including 
games/trivia, crafts, cooking, arts, writing and open 
mic/talent events. The activities work to a calendar 
chosen by the group.
If you are interested in joining us on the cyber couch, 
making new connections, learning new skills, trying 
something different and getting creative, contact 
Vicky today to secure your place and register for the 
fun!
When: Every second Thursday – next session 
Thursday 3 June and Thursday 17 June
Where: Online via Zoom 
Time: 4:30pm – 6:00pm 
Cost: Free
To book or for more information, please contact: 
Vicky on 0427 862 865 or via Vicky.Desouza@each.
com.au

Buried in Treasures
The Buried In Treasures Program is a self-help 
action group for people living with hoarding issues. 
The program is world renowned and based on the 
book Buried in Treasures: Help for Compulsive 
Acquiring, Saving and Hoarding, written by Dr 
Randy Frost.
The course will be delivered online and offers a 
judgment-free environment, encouraging individuals 
to make positive changes to improve their quality 
of life. Each week there will be discussions around a 
specific challenge and topics covered will include:
•	 Understanding why you save or collect
•	 Helpful and unhelpful thought processes
•	 Practical steps you can take to help you get 

started
•	 Strategies to help you make decisions about 

which items to save and resist collecting more
When: Monday mornings
Time: 10:30am till 12:30pm
Where: online
Cost: There is no cost for the program however 
each participant needs to have their own copy of 
the book: Buried in Treasures: Help for Compulsive 
Acquiring, Saving and Hoarding (Oxford University 
Press, 2013) prior to commencement. The cost of 
the book is $30 and can be purchased through the 
organisers.
Contact: Paula or Rosemary from Maroondah City 
Council on 9294 5729
Priority is given to people living in the Outer East. 

ConnectUs
ConnectUS aims to connect young people to the 
right local services and supports, at the right time. 
ConnectUs is a comprehensive service finder website 
for young people aged 10-25 in the outer east. 
Listings include services and supports to strengthen 
physical and mental health, build skills and connect 
with groups and activities.
https://connectus.serviceseeker.com.au/

CHAOS Support Group information
(Community Houses of the Outer Eastern Suburbs)
Koonung Cafe is a fun, local and supportive group for 
families and people experiencing dementia.  Meetings 
are held twice per month at Koonung Cottage 
Community House, Blackburn North.  Contact 
kirsty@UmbrellaDementiaCafes.com.au
Lifting Our Village explores the roles we play in caring 
for others in our lives and our communities.  Contact 
Shona on 5962 5982 or programs@hllc.org.au
Raewyn Kavanagh
Ph 0438 513 342
carersproject@chaosnetwork.org.au

Heartbeat Victoria
The Knox branch of Heartbeat Victoria is a group of 
local ex-cardiac patients, their families and friends who 
meet regularly to socialise. They have dinners with guest 
speakers, share stories, have fun and learn to live life 
to the full by adjusting lifestyle and wellbeing. New 
members are always welcome.
When: meet every third Monday of the month at 
6:30pm
The Knox Club: 480 Boronia Road, Wantirna South 
Phone: Ian Andrews 0448 888 155 or President Lynda   
0409 167 449 (lynda@heartbeatvictoria.org.au)
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Knox Council takes a strong stance against graffiti and 
encourages community members to make reports of 
graffiti as soon as possible, this includes public, council 
and private property. Reporting graffiti can be done 
through a number of channels:
•	 Vandaltrak  is a simple and effective graffiti 

management tool. Anyone in the community can 
log reports that are subsequently managed via 
Council and Victoria Police to remove graffiti (for 
public and council amenities and venues) and deal 
with offenders. Vandaltrak can either be used via 
website vandaltrak.com.au or by downloading the 
free camera based smartphone app.

•	 Council's Online Graffiti Reporting

Report Graffiti
•	 Victoria Police: Call Victoria Police on 000 (if you 

are witnessing graffiti offences occurring)
•	 Knox Council Customer Service: 9298 8000

Graffiti Removal
Every resident and business owner/occupier is 
responsible for removal of graffiti from their property. 
Prompt removal of graffiti is recommended. This sends 
a message that graffiti is not tolerated and is less likely 
to experience reoccurrence. 

Any information residents can provide regarding 
graffiti and people committing the offences will make 
Knox a cleaner, safer and more enjoyable place to live.

 For more on graffiti removal see knox.vic.gov.au 

The Village Traders Association is continuing to rebuild 
after 2020 lockdown. On the agenda is Village Clean 
Up.  Rotary Ferntree Gully are doing a regular clean 
up of litter. Graffiti tagging needs to be reported 
immediatly to Knox Council who will supply cleaning 
materials. Owners of defaced premises are being urged 
to  clean them. This is a long term and continuous 
process that needs (and builds) collaboration between 
business, residents, and Council. If you wish to join 
with Rotary and Village Traders to keep theVillage 
looking good please contact ferntreegullynews@gmail.
com

Village Clean Up

Stop Press: Our thanks to Barbara Oehring who sends us this photograph taken at the the Exhibition, ‘Three Perspectives: 
Mary Tonkin, Miles Evergood and Fred Williams in Three Galleries’. The exhibition, at the refurbished Burrinja Gallery 
(see page 13),  continues until 4 July.

More photos of the Gully News Volunteers Party taken by Teresa Cannon: Anne Boyd at the microphone and Beverley 
Mills with John  Macmillan.



CELEBRATION PACK
60 Mixed Gourmet Italian Style Mini Pizza
80 Mini Potato & Cheese Bites
50 House Made Gourmet Sausage Rolls
40 Panko Crumbed Mini Whiting
40 Pumpkin & Feta Risotto Balls
84 Mixed Asian Selection
50 Sweet Chilli Chicken Goujons
75 Flame Grilled Swedish Style Meatballs
55 Mini Potato Cakes with a Tomato Relish
50 Chicken & Mushroom Wontons
584 Items of finger food $295.00
55 - 60 guest @ $4.90 per person
Add One Staff for 3 Hours

Goodlife Party Food Shop comes to Ferntree Gully

OUR MOST POPULAR PLATTERS 
OVER 30 TO CHOOSE FROM 
Gourmet 40pt Sandwich Platter - $49.00
40 Mixed Mini Wrap Platter - $59.00
50pc Sushi Platter - $60.00
Antipasto Platter - $65.00 
Gourmet Cheese Platter - $59.00
Fresh Fruit Platter - $49.00
Our Famous Grazing Box - $150.00 
We have a large variety of sweet platters to choose 
from. 

FINGER FOODS
40 Risotto Balls - $25.00
33 Arancini Bites - $25.00
12 Gourmet Mini Pizza - $12.00
40 Japanese Chicken Karaage - $25.00
40 Chicken Kiev Cocktail Bites - $25.00
20 House Made Sausage Rolls - $20.00
40 Panko Crumbed Whiting - $25.00
20 Cigar Size Peking Duck Spring Rolls - $35.00
84 Mixed Asian Selection - $25.00
40 Prawn Twisters - $40.00
Over 100 to Choose From 

www.goodlifepartyfoodshop.com.au
Phone: 97292199
Email: goodlifepartyfoodshop@outlook.com

Address:
Village Court Shop 7/101 Station St, Ferntree Gully. 

After 10 years at Wantirna Mall Goodlife Party 
Food Shop has relocated to Ferntree Gully.

Goodlife Party Food Shop is a small family 
operated business established in 2010. We 
specialise in affordable catering with over 30 
menus to choose from to suit all occasions 
and budgets. We have catered for thousands 
of events and functions including weddings, 
engagements, birthdays, funerals, work, and 
community functions all at a budget to suit 
you.

Our shop stocks over 100 frozen finger foods 
ready to purchase we also have a large selection 
of fresh foods including platters and sweets.

Below are some of our most popular packages, 
platters, and fingers foods. We cater for all 
dietary requirements and all menus can be 
adjusted to suit your numbers and budget. 
Drop by or email and we can send you a list of 
packages, platters and finger foods.

Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com

FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery, www.thehutgallery.
wordpress.com, Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. David Morrison 0402 702 395
playing at  Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides  Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information 
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087  
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Anne McPherson 9801 2771, fourth 
Mondays, Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association  9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677

Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup frplaygroup@gmail.com .
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457 460 313

Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed  
thegullymensshed@gmail.com
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm
Heartbeat Victoria Knox Branch 
Ian Andrews: 0448 888 155 or President Lynda   0409 167 
449 (lynda@heartbeatvictoria.org.au)
Knox Baseball Club Gilbert Park David Rice 0419 330 323 
www.knoxbaseball.com.au

Knox Bicycle Touring Club Inc. For more information 
contact Rod 0403 942 788 or Mike 0458 146 948 

Knox Community Gardens Society Inc. Mobile 0490 970 
722 knoxcommunitygardens@gmail.com

Knox and District Over 50s Social Club Jill Gowland 9801 
4363/0409 805 477

Knox District Woodworkers Club Lynette Hartley 9758 
9605

Knox Environment Society www.kes.org.au
Knox Exercise & Social Group. 
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays  1pm - 4pm

Knox Street Orienteering Walkers 
www.knoxsow.fun, Contact David Mallen, Walk 
Organiser. david@knoxsow.fun or mobile 0419 
337 311
Knox Toy Library  10am-12pm Fridays and 
Saturdays 0424 265 790
Life Activities Club Knox Carol 9727 2726
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garvey 0400 823 441, 
1st and 3rd Wednesday
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 
9.15-11.30am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday, 
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG  Secretary Graeme Aspinall 
gas95992@bigpond.net.au  Thursdays 6.45pm 
Rowville Seniors Sports 9763 7400
St John’s Tecoma Cricket Club.  Talaskia Reserve. Mark 
0404 029 418 stjohnstecomacc.com 
U3A Knox 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club, Kings Park. Kim 
Winters 0409 559 800.  www.uftgcc.com.au
Upwey Country Music  Graham 03 5964 8298

Your community contacts


