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Lillie, the Food Affectionist, asks her foodies to 
‘make a wish as they toss’. The organisers of the 
Easter Village Food trail are making their wishes 
as well.

After nearly a year of lockdowns they want to 
bring people back to the beautiful setting of their 
foothills valley.

The Food Trail around the Village shops from 26 
March to 18 April gives everyone an opportunity 
to extend shopping habits, try out a new taste, a 
new takeaway, a coffee spot, bakery or bar.

Funded by Knox Council as part of township 
renewals, the Food Trail will be great for Easter 

and school holiday activities. Read more about it 
on pages 4, 14 and 15. 

Lillie, The Food Affectionist, creates a delicious Prosperity Toss Salad during a cooking demonstration held recently at an 
Artisan Market at the Mountain District Learning Centre. Photograph by Barbara Oehring. 

WALK
THE
TRAIL
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Join us on Facebook
Ferntree Gully News is now on Facebook!
Join us at ‘Friends of Ferntree Gully News’ to stay 
connected and informed between editions of the paper. 
We look forward to seeing you.

Meg Hellyer

Things that connect us
Welcome to the 70th issue of Ferntree Gully News.

We have come quite a way together, with you, dear 
readers, with the 70 or so volunteers who make and  
distribute this newspaper, and with Ferntree Gully 
itself,  this edgy place that is not sure if it is in the 
suburbs or the ranges.   

There’s a legend among the old timers about the 
kids chucking rocks and shouting  dares from one 
side of the railway line to the other.  ‘Us and them!’ 
We think we are grown up now but the tendency to 
take opposing sides is still all around us.  One more 
reason why  this  newspaper emphasises  things that 
connect us.

And what connects us better than food? Setting 
up a Village Food Trail, to launch renewal in 
the Shopping Centre, is both a symbol and an 
opportunity to connect. So let’s all join in the Trail 
fun over the next few weeks. And tell us what you 
liked about it.

This issue is full of the usual gems but don’t miss 
reading about what distinguishes an Australian,  
what can we learn from an octopus, what is Nude 
Food and what is Japanese for ‘What a waste!’

Thanks to all our advertisers. And a special thank 
you to all who made the Food Trails possible, 
especially Knox City Council for funding, the 
project manager Kirsten Rappolt for her amazing 
energy and skills, the graphic designer Pete Rowe, 
the Village Traders Association and to all the shops 
participating.  

Happy Easter. Happy walking.

Anne Boyd

Village Traders lead Renewal
New funding from Knox City Council’s  Business 
Renewal program, energised the Village Traders 
March meeting. They welcomed the Food Trail project 
manager  Kirsten Rappolt and set to work sharing the 
tasks.  Four new  businesses joined the Association: 
Frock-Up, Chandelier Wine Lounge, Hills Church 
Opp Shop, and Flame Trees Burger Bar. Kathryn Lowe, 
from Flame Trees accepted nomination as President. 

The Village  Traders Association is open to businesses  
and community groups. They were happy to welcome 
also Ferntree Gully Rotary Club as members and 
sponsors of the Food Trails.

Message from Traders president,
Kathryn Lowe
‘I’m delighted to be part of the Ferntree Gully Traders 
Association and hope that moving forward post-covid, 
we can further build on the strong community support 
that the residents in and around Ferntree Gully have 
shown over the past year. 2020 has been a terrible time 
for most traders and I am looking forward to working 
together over the coming years to build strong and 
sustainable businesses. 

  I absolutely love the community feel that ‘The 
Gully’ has.  Having lived in Knox for 14 years and 
owned businesses in other Knox suburbs, I know well 
that  Ferntree Gully has a unique flavour and attitude 
- it’s refreshing to find this and I am delighted to be 
involved.’

Tell us what you liked
If you would like to be part of the June issue of Gully 
News report on the Food Trail, write 50 to 100 words 
about your experience or a place you liked and send to 
gullynews@gmail.com

Apology
In the last issue of Gully News, we made a mistake 
in the naming of Jenny Keating (third left). Jenny is 
president of the St Vincent de Paul conference at St 
John the Baptist parish, Ferntree Gully.



3Community News

Pay a visit  soon to the Forest Road shops and enjoy the 
recently extended outdoor dining area at Paddy’s tavern. 
Ferntree Gully Village shows many facets throughout 

Outdoor dining in Ferntree Gully

The gleaming new building at 44 Station Street looks 
nearly ready for use.  Barbara Oehring’s photographs show 
workmen putting finishing touches. She also photographed 
work in process for outdoor dining.

the day and the evening dining is becoming increasingly 
popular. 

Knox City Council Chief Executive Officer Tony Doyle 
has advised Council that he will not seek a new contract 
when his current term expires in July.

In a statement to staff, Mr Doyle said he felt the 
organisation would be best served by a new CEO who 
was in a position to make a longer term commitment 
to the goals and aspirations of the new council.

‘This was a difficult decision for me to reach, but I 
feel the time is right,’ he said.

Mayor Cr Lisa Cooper thanked Mr Doyle for his 
service, saying he was a well-regarded CEO who had 
led Council through an unprecedented period of change 
and challenge.

‘During Tony’s five year tenure Council has had a 
strong focus on technology investment and internal 
business transformation, while still pursuing a significant 

Knox CEO will not seek new contract
capital works program, including two substantial new 
Early Years hubs and the Knox Regional Sports Park, a 
project of national significance,’ she said.

‘Achieving all this within the context of the 
introduction of rate capping and more recently the 
Covid-19 pandemic is a testament to Tony’s capability as 
well as his passion for achieving community outcomes.’

Cr Cooper also commended the focus Mr Doyle 
had placed on gender equity, both in policies and 
practical initiatives, such as change room buildings that 
encourage female participation in sport.

Mr Doyle will remain in the role until the conclusion 
of his contract on 3 July 2021. Cr Cooper advised that 
Council would commence the process to recruit a new 
Chief Executive Officer in the coming weeks.
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Community  
Training
Do you volunteer for a community group, club  
or not-for-profit organisation in Knox? 

Knox City Council’s Community Training Program  
offers a range of free workshops designed to help  
individuals, community groups, clubs and not-for- 
profit organisations in Knox to develop new skills  
and thrive.

Bookings are essential. For a list of workshops or  
to book, visit Knox.vic.gov.au/communitytraining  
or phone 9298 8000

Businesses recently opened
The Good Life Party Food Shop
Welcome to the Party Food Shop newly opened in the 
Village Court. Owner Jumaal has relocated this family  
business from Wantirna Mall. Given that limits to party 
gatherings are being relaxed, he has chosen a good time 
to launch his amazing range of party foods (see more 
on page 16). 

Another newcomer Nick Horn recently opened the 
Model Emporium Hobby Store (Trains, Planes and 
Automobiles) at 131 Station Street. He stocks new, 
secondhand and obsolete model railways etc. Nick’s 
collection is likely to attract enthusiasts from across the 
region. See more on facebook.

Clothing alterations at FrockUp Dancewear
It is quite a while since you could get clothing altered 
in the Village. Now FrockUp Dancewear at 117-119  
Station Street is providing that service. 

For more information, call in or phone 9758 2242.
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Have your say on the vision for Knox
During 2020, council ran a number of forums and 
focus groups where community members and  key 
stakeholders told us what they love about Knox and 
what they want our future to look like. Council has 
listened and come up with five draft vision statements.  
We would love you to tell us which vision statement 
you think best reflects your aspirations for the future.  
Visit www.haveyoursay.knox.vic.gov.au  Be part of 
the conversation.

Working together to keep our 
neighbourhoods in tip top shape
Did you know there are several ways you can report 
to council an issue or concern that you have in your 
neighbourhood?
•	 Call customer service on 03 9298 8000 and speak 

with one of the customer service officers. Make 
sure you keep a record of your reference number 
for easy follow up if necessary.

•	 Follow the link https://www.knox.vic.gov.au/
onlinerequests and complete the appropriate 
form. If you can’t find a form that fits your 
enquiry, email knoxcc@knox.vic.gov.au

•	 Download the Snap Send Solve app and follow 
the prompts on screen. This report is sent directly 
to Knox City Council customer service to action.

•	 Monthly council meetings. Submit a public 
question form online via https://knoxcouncil.
wufoo.com/forms/public-question-time/ or in 
person via the public question time box in the 
foyer of the Knox Civic Centre prior to the 
meeting. (Please check the Knox City Council 
website to ensure the meeting is open to the public 
in relation to Covid restrictions.)

If you have any issues with the above ways to report, 
reach out and let me know what matters to you.

Susan Laukens
Deputy Mayor

and Friberg Ward Councillor

Now that the Covid lockdown restrictions have eased, 
the Civic Centre at 511 Burwood Highway, Wantirna 
has reopened the enquiry area for face to face assistance, 
including sharps disposal. Hours are 9:00am - 12:00pm, 
then 1:00pm - 4:00pm Monday to Friday.

Civic Centre enquiry 
counter reopens

30 April to 3 May
Now i s  the  t ime  to 
celebrate Knox’s unique 
biodiversity and share its 
beauty globally in the City Nature Challenge. Knox is 
teaming up with several Eastern Melbourne Councils to 
compete  in the City Nature Challenge against cities all 
around the world. Over the four-day event (30 April to 
3 May 2021) we encourage people to get out in nature 
to photograph and document, on the online platform 
iNaturalist, all that they find.  

Anyone and everyone is welcome to join in over the 
four-day period and log as many plant and animal 
species as possible. Your participation will help  provide 
a snapshot of nature and support biodiversity in Knox 
and more broadly, in eastern Melbourne.

Local champions and passionate experts will help you 
navigate iNaturalist and give you insights into Knox’s 
wide variety of plants and animals. On Tuesday 20 April 
at 7pm Dr Luis Mata will hold a free training webinar 
on how to use iNaturalist.

Visit www.knox.vic.gov.au/bushlandreserves for 
booking details and information on more  events 
coming soon. In the meantime feel free to download 
iNaturalist and get exploring and uploading!

Join the City Nature 
Challenge First off the mark in a line of new projects for the Village 

is the Ferntree Gully Food Trail. 
Supplying food in all its forms is one of the main 

activities of businesses in the Shopping Centre. They 
have struggled to stay open during lockdown and some 
have closed. 

Now a generous grant from Knox Council’s Business 
Renewal program to the Village Traders Association has 
enabled around 20 participating shops to enliven their 
premises, offer specials to customers and increase the 
number of people coming into the village. 

And it means fun for all over Easter and the school 
holidays. 

You are invited to walk the Trail for fun, for exercise, 
for sampling food specials, simply for walking with 
friends in April autumn, in the delightful setting of 
Ferntree Gully Villlage. 

Beginning on Friday 26 March the Trail runs to 18 
April. The participating food outlets in the Village 
include cafes, coffee shops, restaurants and takeaways. 

Knox Council funds Village renewal
The Food Trail is supported by local community 

groups and individuals including FTG Rotary who are 
donating prizes for competitions. 

For more information, see pages 14-15 or the website 
ferntreegullynews.com

You can place your full colour 
advert in this space (60mm high x 
80mm wide) for as little as $65.00

Gully News is a not-for-profit
community newspaper. Publishing

six times a year, 10,000 copies and we 
depend on advertising to pay printing 

costs.

See ferntreegullynews.com for more 
sizes and prices
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We’re not all banks.

Our Complete Home Loan offers 100% offset on Þxed and variable home
loans. Which means you could own your home sooner.

Find out more. Search Bendigo Bank home loans.

Community Bank ¥ Fern Tree Gully 9756 0332

Not all banks offer 100% offset on
their home loans.

Terms and conditions, fees and charges apply. All information including interest rate is subject to change without notice. Full details available on application. Lending criteria apply.
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit License 237879. (1547274-1571316) OUT_1846860, 16/02/2021

We’re not all banks.

Our Complete Home Loan offers 100% offset on Þxed and variable home
loans. Which means you could own your home sooner.

Find out more. Search Bendigo Bank home loans.

Community Bank ¥ Fern Tree Gully 9756 0332

Not all banks offer 100% offset on
their home loans.

Terms and conditions, fees and charges apply. All information including interest rate is subject to change without notice. Full details available on application. Lending criteria apply.
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit License 237879. (1547274-1571316) OUT_1846860, 16/02/2021

Community Grants 2021
The Knox Community Bank  Group is pleased to 
announce the 2021 Community Grants Program 
is open and taking applications from NFPs and 
community groups.

The Community Grants Program is available to 
customers of the Knox Community Bank Group. It 
is used by community-based organisations to gain 
additional support for projects they would not be able 
to fund on their own. 

This year the Knox Community Bank  Group is 
focused on funding projects that provide a tangible 
benefit to the community, support volunteer groups, 
help stage local events and projects that improve local 
facilities.

‘We are thrilled to be celebrating twenty-one years 
of community support and banking in Ferntree Gully. 

‘Our Community Grants program is our way of saying 
“thank you” to the local community for supporting us 
simply by banking with us! Your support has played 
a significant role in making the Ferntree Gully Bank 
Branch the success it is today,’ said Tina Doran, Ferntree 
Gully Community Bank Branch Manager.

The Knox Community Bank  Group has invested 
more than $2.6 million back into the local community, 
from the profits of people, businesses, and organisations 
banking locally with us!

As well as being an essential source of funding to 
support and strengthen the local community, the 
Ferntree Gully Community Bank Branch delivers 
excellent banking and financial services and provides 
local jobs.

Applications for the 2021 Community Grants 
Program will close at 5pm on Friday 28 May 2021. If 
you would like more information, please visit:  https://
kcbg.com.au/services/community-grant-program/

Foothills Community Care 
Food Drive
Our community partner Foothills 
Community Care is currently facing a 
number of challenges. 

Demand for their meals and care 
packages has increased since the onset 
of Covid-19 and they are in desperate 
need of non-perishable items.

We understand that everyone is facing 
their own set of challenges at the 
moment. 

If you can spare a few dollars or have 
non-perishable food or personal items 
you are happy to donate, please drop 
the items into the Ferntree Gully 
Community Bank Branch as we are 
acting as a drop-off point for all 
donations.

If you would prefer to make a donation, 
please visit Foothills Community care 
website via this link: https://www.
foothillscare.org.au/donate/

We would greatly appreciate any 
support you can give this wonderful 
community-driven organisation.



Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

For testing locations visit  
CORONAVIRUS.vic.gov.au

Every test keeps us on top of this virus. 

And keeps us doing the things we love.

So even if your symptoms are mild, 

or you’ve been tested before, every test helps.

TESTEVERY HELPS

US EVERYTHINGPROTECT

WE’VE ACHIEVED
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The anniversary of the landing at Gallipoli by members 
of the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps. 
ANZAC Day 25 April, will forever be marked as part 
of Australian history.

Once again this year the members of the Peace and 
Loyalty Masonic Lodge No 261 and associates will 
again conduct an ANZAC ceremony at the Knox War 
Memorial. The Knox War Memorial records the names 
of all men and women service personnel from the 
Knox municipal area who paid the supreme sacrifice 
and gave their lives in conflicts in which Australia has 
been involved.

The members of the Peace and Loyalty Masonic Lodge 
and associates will conduct an ANZAC service on this 
sacred day and have given an ongoing commitment 
to conduct a service on ANZAC day into the 
future.                                                                                                                                                                  

The guest speaker this year will be Hurtle Lupton 
OAM, a well-known member of the local community.

Please try to attend this ceremony.

ANZAC Remembrance Service
Members of the public are warmly invited to attend 

this ANZAC service. 

ANZAC DAY
REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 2021

(Subject to Government COVID 19 restrictions)

The ceremony will commence at 10 am
Sunday 25 April 2021

                                  
At the Knox War Memorial, Tim Neville Arboretum, 

98 - 106 Dorset Road Near the corner of Francis 
Crescent and Dorset Road Ferntree Gully 

Floral tributes are welcome and may be laid.

Russell Hicken

Secretary 

Peace and Loyalty Lodge

With ANZAC day coming up, why 
not plan a walk along the Kokoda 
Memorial Track in the Dandenong 
Ranges National Park? The Kokoda 
Memorial Track, also known as the 
1000 steps, has re-opened as a one-
way loop with walkers returning down 
Lyrebird Track.

While ANZAC day on Sunday 25 
April is likely to be a busy time, there’s 
always the opportunity to tackle the 
walk and reflect on the sacrifice of our 
soldiers in the weeks before or after.

The Kokoda Memorial Track follows 
a cool shady gully and leads walkers up 
a steep set of steps under tall tree ferns 
and taller eucalyptus. The track is best 
appreciated when it is quiet, such as midday during the 
week or very early in the morning. 

Matthew Hoogland, Area Chief Ranger, Dandenong 
Ranges National Park, said recent improvements to the 
track included additional rest areas where walkers can 
stop off to let faster walkers pass or just have a breather 
and take in the surrounds.

‘We’ve had a lot of positive feedback about switching 
to a one-way loop, with walkers reporting a better flow 
and a better experience,’ he said. ‘It makes the steps less 
busy and is better for physical distancing.’

He said the facilities at the park included drinking 
stations at the top and bottom of the track. ‘We’re 
encouraging litter reduction by reducing the need for 
plastic drink bottles in the park,’ he said. 

If you’re looking for something different, Mr 

Reflect and remember this autumn

Hoogland says there are hundreds of kilometres of tracks 
to explore in the Dandenong Ranges, with walks for all 
abilities. ‘Taking Bellview Terrace up and around the top 
of One Tree Hill is also becoming very popular,’ he said.

For reflection and commemoration, visitors can 
learn about the Kokoda campaign by reading the 
comprehensive information boards at the park’s base 
and a series of plaques installed along the track. There 
is also a memorial to courage, endurance, mateship and 
sacrifice, with the names of the fallen from the units 
who took the initial onslaught on the Kokoda track.

Find out more by visiting the park, a beautiful part 
of Ferntree Gully’s backyard.

Kathryn Loader
See also the website ferntreegullynews.com for 

details of a park Walk.

Remembering
Sarah Loughton

Hope, Dance, Love, Eternity...
Have you noticed these words, at your feet, as you 
walked in the Tim Neville Arboretum? Inspiring words, 
provoking thought, they are part of a walk made in 
memory of Sarah Houghton. 

15-year-old Sarah was one of the 35 people tragically 
killed in the Port Arthur massacre in April 1996, while 
her mother Carolyn was shot and injured.

At the time of her death, Sarah and her mother were 
living in Ferntree Gully. In response to the tragedy, 
Sarah’s schoolmates created a collection of memorial 
tiles, which were later installed at the Tim Neville 
Arboretum on what is known as Sarah’s Walk. 

Now Knox Council is introducing new signage at Tim 
Neville Arboretum, to recognise the existing decorative 
tiles installed as a memorial to Sarah Loughton. The 
signage will ensure the existing memorial is properly 
recognised for Sarah’s family and the wider community.

Knox City Council Mayor, Cr Lisa Cooper said, ‘This 
year marks the 25th anniversary of the Port Arthur 
massacre, which remains one of the darkest days in 
Australia’s history.

The legacy of this tragic event is the tightened gun 
control laws that were introduced in its wake, in large 
part due to the passionate advocacy of people like 
Carolyn Loughton, who continued to lend her voice 
to ensuring no more families experience what she has 
had to endure. 

Few of us can truly understand the lasting impact this 
event has had on Sarah’s family, but we can continue to 
honour them by clearly signposting Sarah’s memorial, 
allowing more of our community to understand its 
significance and reflect on the tragic and historic event 
it commemorates.’ 

Readers of Ferntree Gully News will recognise the 
mosaics which often have often been reproduced for 
reflection on articles and events.  (Photographed by 
Bronte Schofield)

In Remembrance 7In Remembrance



Community News8

Ferntree Gully News April 2021

Making pens is a very popular activity at the Woodies 
especially if you are a new member. You only need a 
couple of lessons and you are on the way. They make 
great gifts. The pens are made from timber or acrylic 
blanks. Check the website at knoxwoodies.org.au

 Bill Ireland
Publicity Officer

Knox and District Wood Workers

Pen making

Upwey Men’s Shed has launched its annual Easter 
wheelbarrow raffle and tickets are now being sold to 
help raise funds for the construction of their workshop. 
Members and Upwey businesses are being very 
generous. Last year UMS received goods and vouchers 
to the value of over $2000. This year they are already 
up to $1300 in goods and vouchers and expect to get 
much more before the raffle is drawn at Easter. This is 
a great start as many businesses are doing it tough and 
still recovering from what we all experienced in 2020.

Raffle tickets are being sold in Upwey Shopping 
Centre on Saturday mornings or you can drop in to the 
activity/coffee mornings on Mondays and Wednesdays 
at the Upwey Township Hall. Tickets are $2 or 3 for $5. 
While UMS doesn’t yet have a workshop it is actively 
fundraising and organising activities and excursions of 
interest to members. 

Plans for the workshop, to be located at the Yarra 
Ranges Council Operations Depot off Glenfern Road 
Upwey, are progressing, but frustratingly not as quickly 
as members would like. Many of the members are 
getting older and are having health issues, particularly 

Upwey Men’s Shed fundraising raffle
after the tough year we have just had. Members benefit 
from using their skills and producing wood work or 
metal work, particularly under the guidance of other 
more skilled members. Some have built possum/bird 
boxes, billy carts etc. It is all about sharing skills to 
help each other as well as undertaking projects for 
the community. Working together on projects is what 
helps members connect with and enjoy the company 
of others.

UMS is still waiting for an agreement from Yarra 
Ranges Council, having received most of the funding 
required from local, state and federal governments and 
Dandenong Ranges Community Bank Group (Bendigo 
Bank Upwey) as well as UMS funds from memberships, 
raffles and sausage sizzles. They are ready and waiting to 
start building once Council has approved the workshop 
construction project.

We appreciate your support to help us support our 
members and our community.

Gerran Wright
President Upwey Men’s Shed

U3A Knox is back in strength. Members of the quilting 
group have been working hard through 2020 and were 
delighted to be able to hand over 24 quilts to the Marion 
Drummond Child and Adolescent Units at the Austin 
Hospital. These are psychiatric units where individual 
families are treated together.

These quilts will go toward brightening the units and 
making them more homely. The clients are welcome to 
take them home if they so desire.

Members of U3A Knox have contributed generously 
and have been supported by Lilly Patches Quilt shop 

Gifts of love from U3A Knox
in Boronia. Their efforts are 
much appreciated. As there 
is an ongoing need the group 
hope they will be able to put 
together another collection 
for the hospital in the near 
future.

Even though U3A Knox 
had to close in 2020 due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, some 
courses started up again online 
using Zoom, giving members 
a welcome social outlet. Now 
they have reopened with over 
1160 members and more 
than 150 courses. All tutors 
are volunteers and once you 
join most courses are free. 
Occasionally a small charge 
is required to cover materials 
or a tutor’s expenses. Some 
of the new courses include 

Australian History, Creative Writing and an Online 
Learning Group that explores courses available through 
the Eastern Regional Library.

To find out how to join U3A Knox and what courses 
are available visit www.u3aknox.org.au.

Kathleen Meekings

Linda Burgdorf of U3A Knox with the quilts donated to the Austin Hospital.



Did you know that an important key to the global rollout 
of the COVID vaccine lies in Ferntree Gully? 

That’s right! Not in London, not in New York, but in 
our very own Ferntree Gully. 

Biosafety is a small local business that is playing a 
massive role in the global roll-out.  They have recently 
travelled to the UK, to lead the decontamination of an 
old penicillin facility to enable it to become a global 
production, storage and distribution  facility for the 
Pfizer vaccine.

Biosafety decontaminated the facility with a gas called 
chlorine dioxide that is non-carcinogenic, residue-free, 
and safer than many other chemicals. It is the the largest 
project of its kind to date. This kind of decontamination 
is the business’s speciality and managing director Brett 
Cole is one of the only global experts in this field. 
Without him this job would not have been able to 
happen. Brett was onsite in the UK to ensure the process 
was carried out meticulously, methodically and with 
expert skill.

It’s always fantastic to see the number of innovative 
businesses that we have right here in Knox.

Here at home you would be aware that our own 
vaccine roll-out has now commenced. 

The Prime Minister, along with 84-year-old Jane, 
a WWII survivor, were among the first to receive 

Global vaccine roll-out relies 
on Knox local business

the Pfizer vaccine in mid-
February. Since then, Phase 
1A of the roll out has seen 
frontline health, quarantine 
and border force workers 
and aged care and disability 
residents receive the Pfizer 
vaccine. Vaccination hubs 
have been established across 
Australia to administer 
the vaccine, with major 
hospitals including Monash 
Health taking part.  In 
addition, thousands of aged 
care residents have also been 
vaccinated at their facilities.

T h i s  m o n t h ,  T h e 
AstraZeneca vaccine, which 
has now been approved by 
the TGA, has begun rolling 
out. The initial supply of this 
vaccine will be imported from overseas, but we will soon 
be manufacturing our own doses right here in Melbourne 
- we are one of the few countries to have the ability to do so. 
Beginning  with  Phase 1B, the AstraZeneca vaccine 
will be available at many more locations including 
GP Clinics, respiratory clinics, vaccination clinics and 
pharmacies. 

I will be sure to keep you updated on those 
in Knox once they are announced.

When your time comes around, I would encourage 
you to take the opportunity of getting vaccinated. We 
may not all be experts in penicillin decontamination, 

ALAN TUDGE MP
Federal Member for Aston

9887 3890
tudgeMP alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au

www.alantudge.com.au
Authorised by Alan Tudge MP, Liberal Party of Australia. Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South VIC 3152

but we do all have a part to play in ending this pandemic. 
The vaccines are safe and effective, will help save lives 

and livelihoods and provide us with our best chance of 
getting back to a normal way of life. I will certainly be 
taking it at the first opportunity I receive. 

If you do have any questions about the vaccines, it’s 
important that you seek reliable information. 

www.health.gov.au/covid-19-vaccines  has several 
resources that can help answer your questions.

Alan Tudge
Federal Member for Aston

9Community News
Proudly sponsored by 
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

Alan Tudge MP speaking with staff at Biosafety in Ferntree 
Gully.
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St Johns Tecoma Cricket Club
The St Johns Tecoma Cricket Club is located at Talaskia 
Reserve in Upper Ferntree Gully and is nestled in 
between the Angliss Hospital and Upper Ferntree Gully 
Primary School.

We provide an opportunity for players of all ages, 
genders and abilities to play the game of cricket at a 
family friendly and close-knit community club.

Over the past five years the club has grown considerably 
in size. This year we have fielded  five senior men’s teams, 
three veterans teams and six junior teams. On top of this 
the club has focused energy in providing opportunities 
for female cricketers to play. So this season we have an 
Under 15s girls team and a senior women’s team. 

This season we have had one of our more successful 
seasons in history with four of our five men’s teams and 
three of our veterans teams making finals. Additionally 
four of our five competitive junior teams (including the 
girls team) are also progressing to finals.

With this season coming to a close we would welcome 
any prospective players to the club for next season. For 
any queries on playing opportunities, feel free to contact 
the president Mark Elder: markelder@live.com.au 

Mark Elder

Knox Baseball Club Winter Season 2021
Knox Baseball Club’s 2021 winter season will start 
in April, with four teams in A grade, two  teams in 
D grade, one Under 17 team, one Under 15 and one 
Under 13 team. A T-Ball program will also run for six 
to 10 year olds.

The club prides itself on its family friendly approach, 
and both male and female players of all ages are 
welcome. The club is working extremely hard to boost 
junior participation and will field a Rookie ball team 
(or teams) if possible. Rookie ball is for players moving 
out of T-Ball into junior baseball.

The club is based at Gilbert Park, Knoxfield, easily 
seen on the corner of Ferntree Gully Road and Gilbert 
Park Drive. 

Great things are scheduled at Gilbert Park over the 
next two years, with the addition of new change rooms 
with a separate umpire’s change room, storage areas, new 
public toilets, a new covered batting tunnel, improved 
lighting (allowing for night games), enhanced training 
facilities and additional ground drainage. 

A long awaited major upgrade to the clubrooms 
themselves will include a renovated canteen facility, 
meeting room, storage room, internal toilets and BBQ 
area. Further work is being done to install netting to 

prevent foul balls entering public areas, and also to 
improve seating for spectators.

Further details are available at knox.baseball.
secretary@gmail.com or call 0400 658 498 (Senior and 
general matters) or 0401 594 670 (Junior and T-Ball).

Peter Williams 
Secretary, Knox Baseball Club
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CLAIM YOUR 

7 DAY FREE TRIAL  GROUP
 PERSONAL
TRAINING
SPECIALISTS

NOW OPEN IN FERNTREE GULLY
94-98 Station Street, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
Call 0405 662 799 or visit coachingzone.com.au



Street Orienteering is a variation of the competitive 
sport of Orienteering. You are given a specially prepared 
orienteering map. The map shows streets, parks and 
pathways and the location of a number of clues. In 
a team or two to five people you have to navigate 
your way around finding the answers to the clues and 
writing them on your map sheet. Your aim is to find 
as many answers as you can and be back at the Start / 
Finish Location within one hour. Your answers are then 
checked to see if they are correct. 

Street Orienteering provides the perfect combination 
of mental and physical exercise and social interaction. 
You do not need a compass or any special map reading 
ability. You may walk as fast or slow as you like and enjoy 
a great walk in a friendly, safe, outdoor environment 
– and we always finish with a coffee and a chat at a 
nearby cafe! 
When: 7 May and 21 May at 10.15am.
Where: Meet at Pickett Reserve, Ferntree Gully, Cnr. 
Burwood Highway and Commercial Road. (Enter 
opposite 69 Commercial Road.) 

Knox Street Orienteering Walkers (Knox SOW)

Contact: Text 0419 337 311 or email: david@knoxsow.
fun Website: www.knoxsow.fun 

Important: If you are coming on a walk, always notify 
David by text or email the day before.

11Sports PagesSports page sponsored by 
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

In today’s times, when a 
lockdown could happen 
any moment, these Gully 
North BMX Bandits love 
the freedom of riding 
their bikes to school in 
a group. 

The Bandits are local 
friends aged between 
eight and 12. They have 
a special meeting point 
where they all meet at a 
set time and ride to and 
from school together. 
They follow the rules 
and stay together, and 
their parents feel they are 
well looked after with the 
local community always keeping an eye out for them.

Brothers Jack (eight) and Cooper (11) say the best 
thing about the BMX bandits is that ‘Mum doesn’t 
come with us.’

Gully North BMX Bandits

Twins Millie and Cooper (11) say, ‘We love riding in 
a group; it’s fun.’

Daniel (11) says, ‘I love seeing my friends before 
school and it’s good exercise.’

Jenna Burnett



April Exhibition
‘The Four Mediums’

Oil, acrylic, watercolour and pastel
Members artworks done in one

of the four mediums
Weekends 11:00 to 4:00pm
From Sunday 11 to 25 April

Official opening and presentation
2:00pm Sunday 18 April

May Exhibitions
‘Abstract Art’ in the gallery. 

A members exhibition with a difference

‘Thursday Nights’ in the foyer

A collection of artworks done
by the Thursday night group

Opens weekends from Sunday 2 May to 30 May
Come along. All welcome. Free entry

Workshops and classes 
Check our Website:

thehutgallery.wordpress.com/
Facebook.  The Hut Gallery Arts Society

157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

The Ferntree Gully Arts Society
at The Hut Gallery

Ferntree Gully is picking up the tempo again, thanks 
to the re-opening of Tempo Dance Company this year.

Proprietor, Deb Stack said Covid-19 forced them to 
shut their doors in March 2020, but the dancers are 
now back at the barre.

Deb founded the dance company in 1991 and is now 
supported by her daughter Jaimee who leads a team 
of dance teachers to offer lessons in jazz, tap, hip hop, 
ballet, acrobatics and cheerleading.

Tempo welcomes back dance students
For the littlest dancers, there are Princess Ballerina 

classes, as well as a new class established this year for 
Little Groovers aged two to five. 

She said Little Groovers was an opportunity for kids 
to let their imaginations run free and develop a love 
of dance with music, dress-ups and instruments in a 
fun-filled environment.

‘We are so glad to be back together to enjoy our 
dancing friendships, keep fit and have fun,’ she said.

‘Students are also learning an art form with 
professional instruction and they have the opportunity 
to take part in dance exams and competitions.’

Deb is looking forward to finally celebrating 30 
years in business this year with a dinner and dance 
show planned for mid-year and a spectacular end of 
year concert.

‘We’ve got a lot to celebrate,’ she said.
‘Some of our students have been dancing with us for 

decades. In fact, we’ve got one dance teacher who is the 
daughter of one of my original students.’

Tempo Dance Company is a family-oriented business 
with a studio on Edina Road, Ferntree Gully and classes 
at Emerald. 

‘We welcome children of all ages, teens and adults 
who are looking for a fun, friendly and professional 
dance school,’ said Deb.

Deb Stack’s grandson Brock is one happy little groover at 
Tempo Dance Company.

Opens 4pm till late
Thursday to Sunday

1/115 Station St, Ferntree Gully | PH: 0478 100 205 | www. chandelierwinelounge.com.au
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I must confess, I have never made hot cross buns at 
home before. It’s so much easier to pop into the bakery 
or the local supermarket to buy a six pack of hot cross 
buns than to wait for the dough to prove. If you are 
feeling enterprising, a quick Google search will reveal 
plenty of hot cross bun recipes for you to try out. 

I have been baking one recipe, though, that requires 
no yeast or kneading. This recipe is so popular in our 
house that I have been baking it on repeat, only tweaking 
it ever so slightly from the first bake. The baked goods 
are cane sugar-free and gluten-free, but definitely not 
taste-free. In fact, they are moist, nutritious and ever so 
tasty. The recipe is for Banana Almond Meal Muffins. 

The original recipe is a vegan one using a plant-based 
milk (such as almond milk) and flaxseed meal instead 
of eggs. My daughter and I recently became vegetarians 
(so continue to consume eggs, milk and cheese – which 
provide vitamin B12). Consequently, we have used 
cow’s milk and eggs in the recipe.  

Here is the Banana Almond Meal Muffins 
recipe:
Ingredients
•	 2 eggs
•	 2 ripe bananas 
•	 3 Tbsp maple syrup (or honey)
•	 3 Tbsp milk
•	 1 tsp pure vanilla extract
•	 1 tsp baking powder
•	 1 cup almond meal *
•	 2/3 cup oat flour * (ground from oats) 

We tweaked the ingredients – adding slightly more 
oat flour and a little less almond meal (but with the 
total of flour and meal still adding up to 1 and 2/3 
cup).  We also submerged three or four blueberries 
into each muffin mould before baking the muffins. 

The blueberries burst during baking, creating a pleasing 
blueberry colour and a hint of a blueberry taste. It is 
important that the bananas you use are ripe (brown 
spots are fine) to provide the right level of sweetness.  

Method
•	 Preheat oven to 176°C and have a muffin tray with 

eight muffin moulds to hand.
•	 In a large bowl, add the peeled, ripe bananas and 

mash.
•	 Lightly whisk the eggs before adding them to the 

large bowl.
•	 Add the maple syrup (or honey), baking powder, 

vanilla extract, milk and stir.
•	 Next, add the almond meal and oat flour and stir 

once more. 

13Food Feature

•	 Spoon the mixture into eight muffin moulds and 
bake for about 30 minutes or until a toothpick 
inserted into the centre comes out clean. They 
should appear golden brown on top.

•	 After letting the muffins rest in the muffin tray for 
five minutes, remove them carefully and let them 
cool on a cooling rack.

Bon Appétit.

Gemma Franks

Healthy treats at Easter

PC, Mac, Laptop + Printer
Repairs, Sales + Upgrades

• Data Backup + Recovery 
• Virus + Spyware Removal 
• Software Install
• Ink Cartridges and Refills

109 Station St, Ferntree Gully

1300 489 434

• Troubleshooting
• Computer Setup
• Printer Setup
• Email + Internet Setup

38 -40      Forest   Road   
Ferntree Gully,  Vic   3156

9758   4829

BAYSWATER

9720  5772

741      mountain      Highway  
bayswater,  Vic   3153

FernTRee    gully

party or function  to book your next  

Flame Trees
Think... 

Local family
business 

Thinking of 
having a party?  

www.�ametreesburgerbar.com.au

w

We’re open for dinner on 
Friday & Saturday nights
Monday to Thursday 7am - 5pm 
Friday & Saturday 7am - 10pm  
Sunday 8am - 5pm 

To book call 9720 7770

come in for your 
next dinner date!
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Walking the trail together, 
sharing the stories. An 
experience both local and 
global, ancient and new.  

The idea of a Village Food 
Trail all started when it 
was realised that, because of 
pandemic, there would be 
no Ferntree Gully Village 
Fair this year. As seen so 
often, if one route closes, 
another opens. So, you are 
invited to walk the Food 
Trail around the beautiful 
setting of Ferntree Gully 
Village.  

 Begin by acknowledging 
the First People in this 
land, the ones who first 
walked the tracks in the 
shadow of Corhanwarrabul, 
the Mother (one legend 
comparing the outline of 
the mountain to a woman 
lying on her side). You can 
start anywhere but keep the 
mountain always in view. 

Recently Anne and Kirsten 
walked the trail together over 
a few days to enjoy some of 
the great food offerings in 
Ferntree Gully Village … this is their story.

We decided to start at Rapture café opposite the 
cemetery in Forest Road. Rapture Café has an interesting 
history. Anne remembered her father   operating ‘Boyd’s 
Better Bargains’ on this site, selling furniture in the 60s. 
He used to take turn serving petrol next door when Peter 
Straub went to lunch.  When you enter Rapture Café 
today it is full of natural light, and your eyes cannot help 
but be drawn to the display of bakery goods including 
pies, cakes, slices and lots more baked by Namita.  It 
looks mouth-watering and on tasting the Lemon Ricotta 
Pie (GF) and their famous Sausage Rolls we can vouch 
they taste delicious.  Complementing the beautifully 
crafted food is a terrific coffee.

 Further down Forest Road is Mumbai Grill, Indian 
Food and Tandoori.  On entering we were struck by the 
warm welcome and the extensive menu.  We sampled 
some of their authentic dishes including Vegetable 
Pakora, Butter Chicken, Malai Paneer, Lamb Biryani 
and the delicious tandoori oven-baked naan.  It was 
Kirsten’s first visit and she stands by her assessment 
that ‘Mumbai Grill serves the best Indian Food I have 
eaten in years’.  

A few doors on is Flame Trees Burger Bar. One of 
the best places to get a burger in Ferntree Gully, it is a 
spacious venue with an outdoor courtyard.  Kathryn, the 
new president of the Ferntree Gully Village Traders is 
the owner.  Her Great Southern Land burger with beef, 
cheese, bacon, egg, house-pickled beetroot, home-style 
tomato relish, mayo, lettuce and tomato is legendary 
– reminding you of a burger with the lot from the old-
style Aussie Burger Takeaway joints that seem to have 
disappeared in recent years. 

On to Italianissimo Pizza and Pasta where you can 
get some traditional Italian dishes.  If you have a large 
family you cannot get better value for money than their 
15-inch family pizza in all the traditional favourite styles 
such as Cappriciosa, Marinara, Tropical and Margherita 
on their extensive list. Or try one of their gourmet pizzas 
such as Lamb Tzatziki or Salmon – there is something 
for everyone’s taste.  

 Our next stop is Paddy’s Tavern, it is an equivalent 
of the local pub with a great selection of Beer and 
Guinness.  We missed out on the St Patrick’s Day 
celebrations last week, but heard it was a great party!  
On Friday nights listen to music while noshing down 
on a traditional pub style meal like Beef and Guinness 
Pie, Reef and Beef, or Salt and Pepper Squid.

The next day we continued our journey down Alpine 
Street – the name comes from a 19th century plan for 
a funicular railway up to the national park … what a 
pity it wasn’t built – we keep thinking how much fun 
it would be to travel to the top of the mountain in this 
manner.  

The Hills Church Op Shop always seem to be 
bustling – and for the foodies it has a terrific collection 
of cookbooks, crockery, pots and pans and cooking 
utensils It’s s worth a visit to find a sought-after bargain.

Across the road is Kyra’s Café.  Stop by and have 
one of their delicious homemade slices with a cuppa for 
afternoon tea.  While you’re there don’t forget a loaf of 
freshly baked sourdough bread.

 At 9-13 Alpine Street is Foodworks Supermarket 
– providing plenty of choices for all your grocery needs.  
Ask Joel, the owner, to give you a hand if you need help 
finding anything. 

After visiting Foodworks we head to Salte. They 
have delicious coffee, food and sweets – with all food 
made on site by Steve.  So many yummy options 
including Vegan and Gluten Free.  Check out their 
daily specials, particularly their indulgent muffins.  You 
always feel welcomed by the cool vibe and great service!

Walking the Food Trail14

Food 
Connects 
us
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It’s time to cross the railway line which was built in 
1889.  Did you know that the traders on either side used 
to stagger their lunch hours, in those early days with one 
side closing from 12 noon to 1pm and on the other, 1pm 
to 2pm?  As we cross, we linger by the Swagman, carved 
from the wood of the great pine tree that dominated 
the scene until the early 2000s.  It is reminiscent of the 
pioneer in Frederick McCubbin’s painting ’Down on his 
luck’.  We discuss, is he pondering the mysteries of life or 
he just wondering on where the next tucker comes from?

Turn left at Station Street and look for the 
Newsagent at 69. How does a newsagent get in to a 
food trail? Food magazines and cookbooks of course – it’s 
worth a visit to see what you can discover.

At 71 Station Street is Ferntree Gully Fish and 
Chips. No food trail would be complete without the 
great staple that kept the Brits going throughout the 
war. Fish and Chips cooked just right is a comfort food 
we expect to be always there.  And it is.

Then we cross Station Street and visit Railyard 
Espresso – the newest of the Gully coffee shops with 
a fun railway décor that mimics metro trains.  It’s not 
fine dining on the Orient Express, but their smoothies 
and their jaffles are outstanding (we recommend the 
Cheezy Boi).

On the other side of Station Street head into the 
Village Court, a cluster of shops built in the 1970s. 
The Food Trail leads you to a newcomer, Goodlife 
Party Food – the perfect shop for all your party and 
event catering needs with finger food packages from 
$4.50pp, including selections like gourmet sandwich 
platters, mini-Italian pizzas, mini-Greek souvlakis, 
sliders and more.  

Back to Station Street and the next stop is Jennifer 
Anne’s Cakes, a long-standing business.  The new 
owners, Jen and Jodie, were passionate home-based 

cake decorators and regular customers – they loved the 
business so much they bought it!  They create gorgeous 
quality cakes for customers and help cake makers chose 
the right products and how to use them.  So, if it is a 
wedding cake you are after or just a cookie cutter, they 
can help!

Next door is the Ferntree Gully Thai Restaurant 
where in happier pre-covid days the Gully News team 
gathered for a celebratory meal after each issue of the 
paper went to Press. After surviving the long lockdown, 
it is good to see this popular restaurant trading once 
more. From their authentic Thai food menu, we can 
recommend the spring rolls, pad thai and satay chicken 
that we enjoyed immensely on our visit.

Down the walkway next door is the local IGA, 
where Ning and her caring team at IGA were Anne’s 
staple during the long lockdown.  For many weeks last 
year, they ‘saved her life’.  Small supermarkets maybe 
called convenience stores but they are a huge help, 
especially for locals who don’t drive.  As well as finding 
all the basics of food and liquor, you will also find your 
own favourites, like Blue Castello cheese and a Spanish 
rioja.  

We loved visiting Chandelier Wine Lounge, a 
newcomer with a special contribution to the Village 
Food scene.  This elegant wine lounge is the dream 
of owner Janine. She battled throughout last year’s 
lockdown to open a food/wine experience that you 
would normally find in Spanish villages. On an autumn 
evening it was is the perfect place for a glass of wine, 
olives, charcuterie, and conversation.  

Chook Station is another Gully icon having been 
in the village for many years. The team will produce a 
meal for any occasion: roast chicken, chips and a variety 
of fresh salads. Take-away or sit out front to watch the 
trains, the passing parade and enjoy the mountain view.   

How to walk the Food Trail 2021

Pick up your FOOD CONNECTS US brochure at any of the participating Traders or visit the Ferntree 

Gully News website www.ferntreegullynews.com to print off a copy. 

Use the Map to visit traders and collect your stamps.

Once you have collected 10 stamps you can enter the draw to win 1 of 3 $100 Bunnings vouchers or 

a $50 Voucher from Flame Trees Burger Bar.  You can enter as many times as you like by dropping 

off your entry at a participating Trader location.  T&Cs apply.

Tag us on your Instagram and/or Facebook and use #FerntreeGullyFoodTrail, and the best photo will 

receive a $100 Bunnings voucher.

                  @ftgvillagetraders       Ferntree-Gully-Traders-Association

Remember to check opening hours for participating traders before you visit and collect your stamp.

Bunnings Vouchers donated by Ferntree Gull Rotary Club
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Last stop of our food trail is Frock Up.  How does 
a Dancewear shop fit in a Food Trail you might ask?  
Owner Kerrie, who took over the premises of the iconic 
Gully Watches and Clocks shop, is doing for dance 
clothes what Philip, the previous owner, did for time-
keeping. Call in to see her imaginative connecting of 
food and dance. And dancewear for every age.

So that’s our food trail – we did this over three days 
having a terrific time visiting traders, tasting many 
delicious foods and drinking coffee.  One evening we did 
a progressive dinner of all the dinner locations having 
an entrée at each venue – so much fun! We are sure you 
will enjoy your version of the food trail as much as we 
did ours.

Kirsten Rappolt and Anne Boyd

The FOOD CONNECTS US project has been supported by
a grant from the Knox City Business Support Grants



 

                            

 

 

 

• Residents flourish in our community, set amongst             
12 acres of established leafy gardens 

• Everything you need is close at hand, including our      
Aged Care located  within the grounds 

• Prices to suit all budgets  

• Starting at $300k for our 2 bedroom cottage style,       
some available for rental -conditions apply 

•  2 bedroom contemporary designs   

• 12 new units under development due for                        
completion mid 2021 including 3 bedroom 

• Money refunded within 90 days of permanent departure 

 

To book a tour or for  

A storybook lifestyle where you’ll live happily ever after 

CLOSE TO PUBLIC 

TRANSPORT To book a tour or for more information call 

Kym Faulkner Ph:  8706 4502 

Www.glengollan.com.au 

 

What 2020 has taught us is that 
during unprecedented times it’s 
important to be somewhere you 

feel safe, protected, cared for and 
most importantly somewhere you 

don’t feel alone. 

      

CELEBRATION PACK
60 Mixed Gourmet Italian Style Mini Pizza
80 Mini Potato & Cheese Bites
50 House Made Gourmet Sausage Rolls
40 Panko Crumbed Mini Whiting
40 Pumpkin & Feta Risotto Balls
84 Mixed Asian Selection
50 Sweet Chilli Chicken Goujons
75 Flame Grilled Swedish Style Meatballs
55 Mini Potato Cakes with a Tomato Relish
50 Chicken & Mushroom Wontons
584 Items of finger food $295.00
55 - 60 guest @ $4.90 per person
Add One Staff for 3 Hours

Goodlife Party Food Shop comes to Ferntree Gully

OUR MOST POPULAR PLATTERS 
OVER 30 TO CHOOSE FROM 
Gourmet 40pt Sandwich Platter - $49.00
40 Mixed Mini Wrap Platter - $59.00
50pc Sushi Platter - $60.00
Antipasto Platter - $65.00 
Gourmet Cheese Platter - $59.00
Fresh Fruit Platter - $49.00
Our Famous Grazing Box - $150.00 
We have a large variety of sweet platters to choose 
from. 

FINGER FOODS
40 Risotto Balls - $25.00
33 Arancini Bites - $25.00
12 Gourmet Mini Pizza - $12.00
40 Japanese Chicken Karaage - $25.00
40 Chicken Kiev Cocktail Bites - $25.00
20 House Made Sausage Rolls - $20.00
40 Panko Crumbed Whiting - $25.00
20 Cigar Size Peking Duck Spring Rolls - $35.00
84 Mixed Asian Selection - $25.00
40 Prawn Twisters - $40.00
Over 100 to Choose From 

www.goodlifepartyfoodshop.com.au
Phone: 97292199
Email: goodlifepartyfoodshop@outlook.com

Address:
Village Court Shop 7/101 Station St, Ferntree Gully. 

After 10 years at Wantirna Mall Goodlife Party 
Food Shop has relocated to Ferntree Gully.

Goodlife Party Food Shop is a small family 
operated business established in 2010. We 
specialise in affordable catering with over 30 
menus to choose from to suit all occasions 
and budgets. We have catered for thousands 
of events and functions including weddings, 
engagements, birthdays, funerals, work, and 
community functions all at a budget to suit 
you.

Our shop stocks over 100 frozen finger foods 
ready to purchase we also have a large selection 
of fresh foods including platters and sweets.

Below are some of our most popular packages, 
platters, and fingers foods. We cater for all 
dietary requirements and all menus can be 
adjusted to suit your numbers and budget. 
Drop by or email and we can send you a list of 
packages, platters and finger foods.
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A new school year brings new student leaders and it is 
always a great honour for students to be selected for 
these important roles and to represent their schools. 

Recently I was honoured to have the opportunity to 
visit Wantirna Primary School and Ferntree Gully North 
Primary School to recognise their 2021 school leaders.

It is a particular honour this year to recognise students 
who, after the challenges faced by students last year and 
the rocky start to this year, have shown great leadership 
and support to their peers.

I congratulate those who have been chosen to lead 
their school in various capacities throughout 2021 and 
wish all students a great year ahead in 2021. 

I look forward to seeing many of our 2021 student 
leaders go on to achieve great things in the future.

Nick Wakeling MP
State Member for Ferntree Gully

Our future leaders

The past 12 months have been tough on all of us. None 
more so than the extraordinary staff at Knox Retirement 
Village and all aged care workers.

Throughout the pandemic, these workers have 
made enormous sacrifices to care for and protect our 

Recognising outstanding service

community’s most at risk. We all owe these workers a 
debt of gratitude for their service.

It is for these reasons that I was particularly honoured 
to visit Knox Retirement Village and to recognise, 
on behalf of Knox Retirement Village and our 
entire community, the great efforts of these workers 
throughout the pandemic.

While the current state of our aged care sector is 
receiving much-needed attention, it is important 
that we do not lose sight of the incredible care and 
dedication – often in difficult circumstances – of our 
aged care workers.

My heartfelt thanks go out to the staff at Knox 
Retirement Village and to all workers in the many 
retirement villages in our Knox community.

Above right, Nick Wakeling with staff at Knox Retirement 
Village and below with Ferntree Gully North Primary 
School 2021 Student Leaders.
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There have been a lot of exciting things happening in 
our local nature spots and reserves.

Last month, volunteers gathered to help maintain 
these spaces as part of Clean Up Australia Day, 
with many hands pitching in to look after our local 
environment.

Welcome to the Blue-billed Duck
New life at Lake Knox
There’s also been exciting news 
at Lake Knox, with a baby Blue-
billed Duck recently born at 
the lake. This is a significant 
development for the site, as the 
Blue-billed Duck is listed as an 
endangered species in Victoria.

Lake Knox has been at the centre 
of protests due to government 
plans to fill in the lake and make 
way for housing developments. 

Development Victoria has long 
argued that, despite the Blue-

billed Duck being an endangered species, keeping the 
site as a wildlife sanctuary is not necessary as the ducks 
have not been known to breed there. The birth of this 
new baby duckling clearly refutes this. Stay tuned!

Students at St John the Baptist Primary School have 
started the year with an excursion to Ferny Creek, as it 
flows near their school, to learn more about the health 
of local waterways and how human actions affect the 
water quality. 

The students used their Healthy River, Healthy Bays 
water testing kits to test the water pH level, turbidity, 
electrical conductivity,  phosphorus levels and water 
temperature. The water quality was quite good, but 
there were a lot of plastics and other rubbish. They took 
action to ensure that the creek is kept clean so the macro 
organisms, fish and platypus that live in the creek may 
live in a healthy environment. 

Lenny, Isla, Millie, Lorelei, Mia, Logan, Cooper, 
Lucas, Ryan and Isabelle were keen to be involved in the 
local creek clean up. They also collected an enormous 
bag of rubbish, ensuring that this does not make its way 
down the creeks to the ocean.

 The creek clean up and future placement of drain 
decals in the area is part of the school’s Community 
Environment Project funded by a grant from Knox 
Council.

Deborah Butler 
Sustainability Leader 

St John the Baptist Primary School

Testing the water in 
Ferny Creek

Environment

Wetlands coming to Koolunga
Knox Council has announced plans to introduce a new 
wetland area at Koolunga Native Reserve. As part of 
the move, part of the existing creek through Koolunga 
will be redeveloped to help treat stormwater run-off 
before it reaches the Blind Creek Tributary, and help 
prevent flooding. 

The aim is to introduce the wetland by May/ June 
this year. The new works will also include new plant 
life to help improve diversity, as well as aquatic wetland 
plants to provide safe breeding areas for fish, turtles, 
birds and frogs. There will also be a new seating areas 
and path links. 

Council held two information sessions through March 
for community consultation, with much discussion 
about the proposed changes already completed. 

To  h a v e  y o u r  s a y  o r  v i e w  t h e  p l a n s , 
v i s i t  h t tp s : / /haveyour say.knox .v i c . gov. au/
oolunga-native-reserve-wetland-construction

Celebrating Blind Creek
The reimagining of Blind Creek has been officially 
celebrated – with Friends of Blind Creek Billabong, 
Melbourne Water, Jackson Taylor MP and Cr Yvonne 
Allred all in attendance to help commemorate the 
project.

The project has been a huge success in bringing water 
and wildlife back into the creek, while also creating a 
beautiful public space for all our community to enjoy. 

Works began in October 2019 and were completed 
by May 2020, with stepping stones, new pathways and 
a pedestrian bridge introduced to revitalise the area. 

If you haven’t wandered along Blind Creek Trail 
between Fair Park Scoresby Road and Manuka Drive, 
do yourself a favour and enjoy!

Meg Hellyer

Photo by Barbara Oehring at Lakewood Reserve.
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‘Plants for full sun, part sun, no sun, wet, 
dry and everywhere in between.’

After a different and sometimes challenging 2020 
we are all hoping to see real growth in 2021. The KES 
community nursery is therefore ideally placed to help 
you grow into the new year. 

Knox Environment Society community nursery

With a cool summer, some good late season rains and 
lots of hard work by our volunteers we have great stocks 
of a wide variety of plant species. Regular customers will 
know that the Knox Environment Society concentrates 
on growing locally indigenous species that are ideal for 

New enviro leaders to champion sustainability changes
Ferntree Gully North primary school has appointed 
four new student leaders to oversee its sustainability 
programs and promote environmental issues.

Adaya, Tallulah, Lucy and Talwyn are the 
environmental leaders for 2021.

Megan Casey, who manages the school’s Enviro 
Centre, said the leaders will work towards reducing 
the school’s ecological footprint by overseeing the 
school’s sustainability initiatives, such as encouraging 
composting and the recycling of soft plastics.

‘These students have also put forward ideas to further 
engage the school community on sustainability, like 
introducing a Nude Food Monday and setting up a 
Garbage Gang,’ she said.

Megan said the environmental leaders would be at 
the forefront of promoting a new concept within the 
school this year – Mottainai.

‘This is a philosophy of mindful consumption and 
waste reduction, so it’s really encouraging us to think 
about what we bring into our lives and what we throw 
away,’ she said.

‘We can start with actions within the school such as 
reducing the size of the rubbish bins in classes. This 
is where our student leaders will be able to guide and 
encourage the whole school in better understanding 
sustainability and making positive changes.’

Ferntree Gully North primary school has a well-
established Enviro Centre which is home to chickens 
and guinea pigs and produces fruit, vegetables and eggs 
throughout the year.

Classes are scheduled to look after the Enviro Centre 
on a term-by-term basis with their teachers. The 

local conditions and will be the best for bringing birds 
and wildlife into your garden. Many of our plants will 
tolerate poor soils and we have plants for full sun, part 
sun, no sun, wet, dry and everywhere in between.

Our nursery is fully staffed by volunteers who do a 
great job to produce over 60,000 plants per year. They 
are always willing to help and give advice, so bring plans, 
ideas and problems to us for help.

The vast majority of our plants are tubestock and 
are only $2 per tube. We also have some larger shrubs 
in 150mm pots at $6 and some larger trees in 14 litre 
tubs at $20.
The nursery is open:
Thursday 10.00am – 4.00pm, Saturday 10.00am – 
1.00pm and Sunday 10.00am – 1.00pm.

You can also order online via our website www.kes.
org.au or email info@kes.org.au

If you would like to be involved in an active and 
vibrant community organisation with a wide range of 
volunteer jobs, we would love to hear from you.

Richard Faragher

environmental leaders will also open the centre to all 
students one lunch time per week.

Megan said the Enviro Centre gave all students at 
Ferntree Gully North primary an opportunity to be 
involved in growing food and caring for animals.

‘This direct connection with animals and the 

environment teaches teamwork and responsibility, with 
students growing plants from seeds, spreading mulch 
and collecting the eggs,’ she said.

‘The kids love being outside in the Enviro Centre and 
it gives them some direct experience of the time and 
effort involved in growing our food.’

Environment

Ferntree Gully North primary school’s environmental leaders for 2021 – Adaya, Tallulah, Lucy and 
Talwyn.
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The friendly Mountain Gate Op Shop 
would welcome volunteers to sort goods 
and serve the stream of customers who 

come looking for things to fill a need, for 
treasures, or just for a chat. The proceeds 
of the shop go to support local charities. 

Call in to 54 Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre.

New opening hours:

Monday to Friday 10:00am-3.00pm.
Saturdays and Sundays closed

Phone: 9758 8154

Thinking of volunteering?
Here’s an opportunity!

The local Hyundai dealership – Ferntree Gully Hyundai 
– is celebrating after recently being announced the 
Australian Dealer of the Year for 2020 by Hyundai 
Motor Cars Australia. 

After a turbulent year, which included many weeks 
of not being able to trade during Stage 4 lockdowns, 
as well as having their regular customers locked out by 
the 5km restriction zones, the team at Ferntree Gully 

Hyundai have shown the rest of the country’s Hyundai 
dealerships that there is more to it than just selling cars.

The National Dealer of the Year Award is given to 
the Hyundai dealership that excels in multiple areas of 
business, including customer satisfaction, how engaged 
their staff are with the brand, providing a great servicing 
experience, and how likely their customers are to refer 
the business to their friends and family.

Ferntree Gully Hyundai 
wins national Dealer of 
the Year Award

Cam Doidge, owner of Ferntree Gully Hyundai 
(and Kia) on Burwood Highway believes that the best 
way to do business is to have  the customer’s needs at 
front of mind, and then back that philosophy up with 
a fantastic team of staff.

The best Hyundai dealership in the country is right 
on your doorstep – so make sure you drop in and visit 
the award winning team today! 
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Rotary News
Sponsored by 
Ferntree Gully
Rotary

Kai is happily stitching a tote bag at Eastern Ranges. 
Zuhayr shows off a finished tote bag. 

Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully 
Chartered in 1963

We have lots of experience  in serving
the community with enthusiasm

Enquiries: Allan Tierney 0418 366 543

Formed 116 years ago, the Rotary movement began in 
Chicago USA when a small group of men had a desire 
for camaraderie among their business associates, which 
eventually led to the formation of an organisation 
dedicated to service and fellowship.

This year Rotary in Australia and New Zealand is 
celebrating 100 years of service. The Rotary Club of 
Melbourne was the first Rotary Club in Australia, which 
went on to chartering many clubs throughout Australia. 
Today the Rotary movement in Australia has 26,700 
members in 1067 Clubs.

Your local Rotary Club of Fern Tree Gully was granted 
its charter by Rotary International on 16 May 1964. It 
has achieved a great deal over the years. We are a club 
that cares for its members, and assists with donations to 
a range of local and overseas communities for the benefit 
of all. We are proud of having been able to support a 
range of local and overseas projects. 

Your local Rotary Club
Soon after being formed, the club initiated the 

Bowling Club of Ferntree Gully. The Knoxbrook 
Centre, which was located on Burwood Hwy (since 
relocated), was initiated by the members of Fern Tree 
Gully and Belgrave Rotary Clubs, who saw the need for 
a day centre for children with intellectual disabilities 
from the areas of Knox and Sherbrooke. They also raised 
the funding for the erection of shade sails at the Knox 
Athletics Track, funded the education of special needs 
children in Fiji, and funded local school students to 
participate in many youth enrichment programs.

The Rotary International Foundation Fund provides 
funds for clubs to advance world understanding, 
goodwill and peace through the improvement of health 
and support of education and the alleviation of poverty. 

Rotary has been working to eradicate polio for over 
35 years and our goal of ridding the earth of the disease 
is in sight. Today Afghanistan and Pakistan are the only 
countries where polio remains.

At Eastern Ranges School for children with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, we have said goodbye to 2020 and 
are now moving and grooving into 2021. And look, it’s 
March already!

This year, we’ve said goodbye to making masks as a 
charitable fundraiser (it’s so last year) and have chosen 
to make tote bags in a variety of designs to raise money 
for the Reach Out Organisation, a non-profit that 
offers support for Australians of all ages regarding their 
mental health.

Using a variety of materials, the students are required 
to pin a paper template onto a piece of fabric, mark the 
edges with dressmaker’s chalk then cut out the required 
piece. Next, it’s the Singer sewing machine, upon which 
the students have learnt to do a zigzag stitch and straight 
running stitch. The finished product looks fantastic!

Diana Jolly

VCAL is alive and well at Eastern Ranges School

Our club offers opportunities for our members 
and those interested in making a difference to get 
involved. Through meetings, social events and volunteer 
projects, our members learn about the issues facing our 
community and all over the world, partnering with local, 
national and global experts to exchange ideas about 
potential solutions and draw up action plans to respond. 
Along with these opportunities to serve, members can 
also regularly network resulting in lifelong friendships 
and business connections.

The magic of Rotary brings together like-minded 
people from all different walks of life and cultural 
backgrounds to create positive and lasting change in 
communities all round the world.

For more information contact the Rotary Club 
President: Graeme Aspinall  0425 432 290.
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A friend of mine recently departed after 25 years 
living here in Australia and ventured home to Devon, 
England. As she left I asked her what was her one 
lasting impression of Oz. Was there one thing that set 
Aussies apart? What was the iconic Aussie memory? 
Now I thought she’d trot out one of the old regulars. 
Vegemite? Flies? Meat pies? Sharks? Maybe Aussie Rules? 
What would you say?  Broad brimmed hats? Sense of 
humour? Kookaburras? A certain friendly brusqueness? 
Spiders maybe? But no. It was none of those things. ‘It’s 
obvious’, she said. ‘Australians carry sticks’.  I started 
laughing. ‘Don’t laugh. It’s true. Haven’t you read 
Hitchhikers’ Guide to the Galaxy?’ I hadn’t, but if it 
was so bleeding obvious how come I’d never noticed 
it before? ‘Well, you will now’, she assured me.  And 
once she’d said it I was on board. Wherever I looked I 
saw sticks.

Young children carry sticks to play pirates and draw 
hearts in the wet sand. Bushwalkers carry a stick for 
all sorts of reasons like clearing away twigs that look 
like snakes from the track, poking at spider webs, 
prodding wombats, bashing the grass to shoo away 
phantom snakes – and occasionally fending off real 
ones. Suburban street-walkers carry sticks for poise and 
for waving wildly at magpies. Older ladies take sticks 
to suburban football matches and shake them angrily 
at umpires. Teachers carry sticks to point at white-
boards, and historically for other more clinical purposes. 
Farmers carry sticks for directing sheep and instructing 
Kelpies and Border Collies. Townie dog-owners carry 
a stick to protect themselves from not-so-friendly 
strangers, then throw it away so that their pooch can 
bring it back again. Aborigines didn’t need dogs for that. 
Not at all. They invented sticks that came back under 
their own steam. Way too clever. Marvellous. Maybe 
that’s the origin.

The word stick itself is now commonplace, so much so 
that it has slipped into our common vernacular. ‘She’s 
a dry old stick’; ‘that’s enough stick out of you, boy’; 
‘they live way out in the sticks’; and don’t forget if you’re 
any good at all you can ‘split the sticks’ on a footy field. 

You know, in retrospect, I reckon many of us carry a 
stick simply because we are Australian. Katherine was 
quite right. Sometimes the obvious is right in front of 
us but we are all busy people. I guess at times, especially 
us, in the early morning shadow of the Mountain, we 
simply might not see the sticks for the forest. Little 
Aussie Icon! I love it.

Peter Stagg

Icon

Point of View

The Roaring Twenties
As reported in Fern Tree Gully News 4 May 1929

P A R L I A M E N T  H O U S E
(by A Ewins, Yarrawonga)

Our visit of inspection to Parliament House was 
naturally very interesting. It was originally expected 
to cost a minimum of 300,000 pounds, with an 
additional 50,000 pounds for furniture and fittings. 
But these figures were just doubled, the final total 
being around 600,000 pounds with close on 150,000 
pounds extra for interior work.  In view of this high 
cost it is considered unlikely that the erection of 
a permanent building will be attempted for a very 
long period. 

In the design for the city, provision was made for 
the construction of a monumental Parliament 
House building on Camp Hill, and an international 
competition for its design inaugurated in July 1914, 
but was withdrawn owing to the outbreak of war, 
when many important schemes had to be scrapped 
or suspended. The site for the ‘monumental’ building 
still stands awaiting the day when, nothing interfering 
with our destiny, the greatest forum that the world 
has ever seen will rise from the soil of Camp Hill at 
the behest of probably 50 million people and place 
the coping stone on Australia’s invincible nationhood!

*    *    *

Democracy rising
Federalism is the combination of a central government 
with regional governments in a single political system. 
The federation of Australia was formed in 1901 by 
uniting six separate British self-governed colonies.

Finding a location for the nation’s parliament was 
a complex matter. It took nine years for Parliament 
to decide that the new capital would be on the site 
that we now call Canberra. Parliament met in the 
Victorian Parliament House until 1927, when ‘Old 
Parliament House’ was finally completed. The 1929 
article described the layout of roads radiating from this 
building as ‘an octopus with tentacles stretching across 
the whole country’. Perhaps this was the author’s view 
of federalism. In business now, we refer to this as the 
‘Hub and Spoke’ model. 

This ‘temporary’ building served as the home of Federal 
Parliament until 1988, and is synonymous with some of 
the country’s most important moments in history. The 
design for the current Parliament House was selected 
through an international competition, with the winning 
design from a New York company, and on-site work 
directed by Italian architect Romaldo Giurgola. The new 
building was seen as an intimate part of Canberra, but 
it was designed not to dominate the city. The architect 
commented: ‘The building should nest with the hill, 
symbolically rise out of the Australian landscape, as true 
democracy rises from the state of things.’ This symbol 
of democracy cost $1.1 billion.

In the last 12 months we’ve seen what federation 
can mean, with state governments going it alone and 
closing their borders to other states, and the federal 
government trying to keep the idea of one country 
together. Daniel Andrews has copped much criticism 
for the hard and long lockdown here in Victoria. We 
could complain about much of this but, to be fair, we’ve 
handled this pandemic well, especially in comparison to 
other countries.

Invincible Property
Governments have played a significant role through the 
pandemic, protecting jobs through JobKeeper and, as 
another example, stimulating the construction industry 
through the HomeBuilder scheme. There are tentative 
signs that we could see a return to the Roaring Twenties 
of last century. House prices increased by 2% across the 
country in one month in February, the largest monthly 
increase since 2003. GDP has increased by over 3% in 
two consecutive quarters for the first time ever. Vaccines 
are rolling out, unemployment is steadily falling, and 
bond markets are suggesting the return of inflation in 
the future. 

Martin Whiteley
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Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade 
A 100% Volunteer CFA Brigade

24/7, 365 days a year
for over 78 years

Email:  info@ftgcfa.org.au
Follow us on Facebook.

Fire calls 000
Where would we be without 

Volunteer Firefighters in Victoria?

Home fire awareness for the cooler weather
We have been very fortunate that this summer has been 
the coolest, greenest and wettest in our region for many 
years. I recently walked along Himalaya and Macedon 
tracks in the National Park and witnessed the enormous 
growth in vegetation. This may well be a real problem 
next fire season. As the cooler days and nights approach, 
we need to take extra care and be fully aware of the fire 
safety issues that winter brings.

Check ceiling spaces around flues and chimneys for 
possum or bird nests that may have been built since last 
winter. Flues and chimneys also need to be regularly 
cleaned by expert chimney sweeps. Be aware that 
burning pine wood or wet wood will deposit creosote 
within a flue or chimney and therefore increases the 
likelihood that it will catch fire. It is also important to 
regularly clean heating ducts.

Always remember that every clothes dryer has a lint 
filter that must be cleaned after every load. Never overfill 
the dryer, even if tempted to do so, as the tumbling 
action needs to be free. Restricted movement of towels 
etc. increases heat build-up and the chances of fire.

Many people have purchased pet cats and dogs during 
Covid. The use of portable heaters and even scented 
candles must be placed so that there is no chance that 
they could be overturned by pets running through a 
room or climbing onto a window sill or similar.

Finally, never leave electric blankets on all night or 
all day, and never leave them on for the comfort of a 
pet during the day or night. Only turn on a blanket 15 
minutes before going to bed, and turn it off when in bed.

A stark reminder about the dangers of 
button batteries
A recent episode of Australian Story on ABC TV was a 
stark reminder to everyone about taking extreme care 
with button batteries. Such batteries are used in hearing 
aids, watches, toys and even children’s birthday cards. 
The story told of the recent tragic and agonising deaths 
of three toddlers who swallowed such batteries. Severe, 
then fatal internal injuries occurred. 

Never leave old or new batteries within reach of 
children as they can look like lollies to toddlers. The 
normal blister packs are easily opened by children. 

Toys with button batteries must have the compartments 
securely locked with a tight screw or similar child-proof 
fitting. Musical birthday cards have such batteries and 
could be accessed by toddlers, so the message is to be 
fully aware of this situation. 

If you suspect that a child has swallowed a button 
battery, seek immediate medical assistance and contact 
the Poisons Information Centre. Don’t take chances 
with the life of your child, your grandchild etc.

Graham Crichton
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade

Ferntree Gully CFA

Like Us On Facebook
Tinkers Repair Centre
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Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156 
Tel. 9753 6522 – ftg.uca@gmail.com
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am

Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am

The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156 
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sean and Rachel Attard

St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road 
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
www.stthomas.com.au
Tel.9758 0217
Email: sthomasuftg@bigpond.com
Vicar: Anne Kennedy
Sunday Services
9.30am  Holy Eucharist
1.30pm Holy Eucharist & Sunday School

RAFT Anglican Church
(Rowville and Ferntree Gully Together)
131 Taylors Lane, Rowville
www.raftchurch.org.au
Tel: 9764 2573
Email: admin@raftchurch.org.au
Sunday services
8:30am Traditional 
10:30am Family (includes kids & teen churches)
Senior Pastor: Hilton Jordan

Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

Contact parishes for information 
about services re-opening.

World Day of Prayer
One of the lovely things about the 
Christian calendar year, and no 
doubt other faiths, is that we get 
together with other congregations 
from other denominations. One 
such occasion is the World Day 

of Prayer. Each year the various churches in Knox get 
together with their near neighbours to look at and learn 
about another country – the good and the not-so-good. 

This year our service was held at St Thomas’ Anglican 
Church in Upper Ferntree Gully, led by Rev. Anne 
Kennedy.  It was supported by St John’s Catholic 
Parish, Ferntree Gully Salvation Army, Ferntree Gully 
Lutheran, as well as us at Ferntree Gully Uniting. 

The service focussed on the people of Vanuatu. The 
women there had written the service. They set out 
some of Vanuatu’s interesting history - populated by 
groups of Melanesian and Polynesian people, with 
over 113 languages and dialects, some of which are 

now lost. Vanuatu’s economy is ranked in the lowest 
10 countries in the world. Only 20-25% of students 
continue to junior secondary education. Along with 
TAFEs and colleges, they now have a newly established 
National University of Vanuatu. Students can also 
apply for overseas study scholarships. Things we take 
for granted, like clean drinking water and sanitation 
are inadequate, and malnutrition is common among 
children. High unemployment among young people 
creates a generation that sees no future. 

Hopefully, as each congregation throughout the world 
comes together to support Vanuatu, both with prayer 
and offerings, policies and programs will be developed 
to support rural areas where young people can stay in 
their communities to be educated and find jobs.

 Thanks to all who contributed.

 Pat Rivett
Ferntree Gully Uniting Church

‘If Jesus was not raised from the dead then all of 
Christianity is a scam, a worthless religion, of no value 
at all. Moreover, Christians are to be pitied for believing 
in such a sad delusion.’  That is a summary of some very 
strong words that the apostle Paul himself wrote in the 
New Testament! Why would Paul write that?  

Is it really of first importance that Christians believe 
Jesus rose from the grave on the third day? From 
the earliest days of church history, Christians have 
proclaimed the gospel. The word ‘gospel’ means ‘good 
news’, and Christians proclaim the gospel of Jesus. 
Christians believe that Jesus not only died on the cross 
for our sins (the wrong things we have done against 
God and each other that separate us from God) but 
that he was raised to life by God on the third day. This 
is the central claim of Christianity! 

The resurrection of Jesus
The biggest hoax ever or the best news ever?

If Jesus did not rise from the dead, then there is no 
forgiveness of sins. If sins cannot be forgiven, then we 
are still separated from God and faith in Jesus is useless. 
However, if Jesus did rise from the grave, as Christians 
have believed for two millenia, then Christianity has 
the best news ever - the declaration that through faith 
in Jesus the way back to God is open for anyone who 
would believe! 

What does it mean to become a Christian and how 
does the good news of Easter Sunday change my life? 
Those are great questions to ask and we would love to 
see you at one of our Easter services where the good 
news of Jesus will be explained in greater detail. Our 
service times for Easter are as follows: 
Maundy Thursday 1 April   6:00pm Lord's Supper 
Good Friday 2 April   9:00am
Easter Day 4 April   8:30am and 10:30am Lord's Supper

This Easter we would love to welcome you, why not 
come and learn more about Jesus and the astonishing 
claim that he rose from the grave?

Luke Pedersen

Pastor at RAFT Anglican Church

Easter Services
St John the Baptist Parish 
Ferntree Gully

Reconciliation
30 March (individual) at 7:30pm following 
7:00pm Mass with extended Penitential Rite
31 March (individual) following 9:15am Mass.  
Holy Thursday 1 April Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
8:00pm 
Good Friday 2 April   10:00am Stations of the 
Cross, 3:00pm The Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday 3 April Vigil Mass 8:00pm
Easter Sunday 4 April Mass 9:00am and 11:00am
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Consecration and community
On 25 January, The Basin Hindu Temple, (Sri 

Vakrathunda Vinayagar Temple), celebrated its 
consecration. This happens every 12 years. However, 
after two years of major renovations and Covid 
challenges, this was a particularly special celebration, 
resulting in the largest granite Hindu temple in the 
southern hemisphere. 

The temple’s history in The Basin began 30 years 
ago but its traditions and values come from a time 
some thousands of years ago. Its design, by architect, 
Purushothaman Jayaraman, is based on a UNESCO 
listed temple in the southern Indian city of Thanjavur 
where, for over 500 years from 1000 CE, the arts, 
particularly architecture, sculpture, painting and 
literature flourished. 

The temple is dedicated to the deity, Ganesha, the 
god with an elephant head and human body. As the 
god of beginnings, he is the deity that Hindus approach 
before commencing any new venture whether it’s a 
marriage, a business or a journey. At The Basin Temple, 
Ganesha is known as Vinayagar, the god of wisdom who 

The Basin Hindu Temple
removes obstacles. As such 
he is noted for facilitating 
life’s path and for bringing 
good fortune. 

Now, fol lowing the 
consecration, Ganesha is 
ensconced in a 270-tonne 
granite Moolasthanam 
(main shrine). It is believed 
that granite holds the five 
elements – earth, water, 
air, fire and ether. ‘The five 
elements are the source of 
everything,’ says Temple 
President, Balaa Kandiah. 
‘Creation and life emanate 
from them. They are the 
basis of survival.’

‘We invited each person 
to contribute one brick 
for the renovations,’ says 
Balaa Kandiah. ‘That way 

everyone has a part in, and is a part of, the temple.’ 
Devotees see the temple not only as a place for 

worship but also as a link to the community with 
strong connections to the Salvation Army, CFA, local 
churches, politicians and individuals. Their concern for 
community is demonstrated in the hundreds of meals 
provided to people doing it tough due to Covid-19 and 
the efforts of the Temple Youth Committee who raised 
over $10,000 for Salvation army bushfire relief fund.

On 14 April the temple will celebrate Tamil New 
Year. Following this, on 24 April, everyone is welcome 
to witness the statue of Ganesha paraded by chariot 
around The Basin streets. 

‘For us the temple is much more than a building,’ says 
Balaa Kandiah. ‘Our assests are the people. For us it’s 
about community and it’s very much a multicultural 
affair.’

Teresa Cannon
Sri Vakrathunda Vinayagar Temple 
1292 Mountain Highway, The Basin, Melbourne, 
Victoria 3154
www.mvhs.org.au

Granite is an important material in the temple. It is believed to hold the five elements – 
earth, water, air, fire and ether.  As Temple President, Balaa Kandiah states, ‘Creation and 
life emanate from them. They are the basis of survival.’Photograph by Barbara Oehring

Knox-Sherbrooke Royal Children’s Hospital Auxiliary 
has sadly been forced to disband after 44 years of service. 
This was finalised on the 30 November 2020, but 
through the auspices of the Ferntree Gully Friends of 
Red Cross, (Maxine Lane) and Ferntree Gully Library 
Knitting Group, (Sally and Marion Hodgson) which are 
the distribution points, items are still flowing through 
to the following: Royal Children’s Hospital Auxiliaries, 
Red Cross, Angliss Hospital, Yooralla, Kogo and many 
other places. The following groups supplying items 
and wooden crafts are:  Waterford Park Craft Group, 
Waterford Park Men’s Shed, Ferntree Gully Library 
Knitting Group and some outside people. 

 Our sincere thanks go to all those working so hard 
to assist the above groups.

Maxine Lane
Past Secretary of the KSRCH Auxiliary

Present Convenor of the Ferntree Gully FoRC

The end of an era for Knox-
Sherbrooke Royal Children’s Hospital 
Auxiliary

We are very sorry that our op shop at Shop 4, 101 
Station Street Ferntree Gully is still not open. We 
are waiting until Eastern Health is happy for us to 
open under the guidelines they will set. Most of our 
volunteers are over 70 years of age. As soon as we get 
the go ahead from Eastern Health, a notice will go up 
on our front door.

Denise Gravatt

Angliss op shop

I was on a video call with 40 people at work the other 
day. The topic of discussion: what have you enjoyed 
about the last 12 months? Common themes were less 
commuting, more family time and superior cooking 
skills. Some of these resonated with me, but the aspect I 
raised at the meeting was the development of a stronger 
community spirit. 

In addition to writing for Gully News, eating, drinking 
and shopping locally has become my norm. I have also 
spent more time getting to know my neighbours, and 
the social scene on our street is developing nicely. It 
started with a couple of us going for a weekly run in 
the area. This led to arranging a small street party for 
Australia Day. The weather wasn’t great that day, but 
there was a good turn out, socially distanced of course. 
Our street in Ferntree Gully is typical of Australia, with 
nations from across the globe represented. One of my 
neighbours has lived in the street for over 60 years, and 
told stories of life on the hill in the days before sealed 
roads. As well as more social events, on the horizon is 
a social media page for the street, complete with logo 
designed by a resident, and recommendations for local 
trades.

We are also organising a Ferntree Gully running 
and walking event as part of the national Mother’s 
Day Classic, with proceeds going to National Breast 
Cancer Foundation. The aim is to unite and inspire the 
community, create a fun experience, to celebrate and 
remember those touched by breast cancer and to raise 
life-saving funds for research. This year, the Mother’s 
Day Classic is going local, and we are hoping, subject 
to council approval, to have an event on our doorstep. 
So, if you want to support the cause and experience the 
community atmosphere, register at the MDC website 
and join us on Sunday 9 May.

Martin Whiteley

Street appeal

Faith Communities



Ferntree Gully News October 2019Ferntree Gully News April 2021

‘Hope sees the invisible, 
feels the intangible, 
and achieves the 
impossible.’ – Helen 
Keller   

Last year was 
undoubtedly a difficult year 

for most, and this year did not start as 
smoothly as we would have all liked, but 
it is important to remember that there is 
always hope and to not lose sight of that.  
Good to see a bit of normality returning 
to us. I hope you will find something that 
appeals to you in my selection of things 
to do here below. 

Diana Roggenbucke

Talking Cafe
Drop in and purchase a cuppa and join community 
connector volunteers for a chat. Some weeks there 
will be guest speakers talking about their community 
group or organisation. No booking required. Simply 
drop in at either or both of the Talking Café groups.  
Mondays 2:00pm - 3:00pm at The Community 
Space, lower level of Westfield Knox Shopping Centre 
(near Myer)  
Wednesdays 10am - 11am at The Aussie Vets café, 
Boronia Mall 
When: Monday 5 April or Wednesday 7 April 2021
Time: 2:00pm - 3:00pm (Monday) or 10:00am - 
11:00am (Wednesday) 
Contact: email livingourbestlifeproject@gmail.com or 
call 0457 646 384

Ferntree Gully Bowling Club Exercise 
Classes 
Fun exercise program focusing on balance, 
coordination, flexibility, strength and memory. All 
equipment is provided by the instructor from Rise 
Health. All abilities are welcome to join in with a 
friendly group to exercise together. 
Additional info: wear flat shoes with a non-slip sole 
(e.g. runners) and loose fitting clothing suitable for 
exercise. BYO water bottle. Free tea/coffee and water 
available. Other drinks at bar prices. Reasonably 
priced bar snacks are available for lunch after the 
session. 
When: Wednesdays 
Time: 12 noon for 12.15pm - 1.15pm 
Where: Ferntree Gully Bowling Club, 2A Glenfern 
Road, Ferntree Gully  
Cost: $5 per session – pay as you go. Come as often 
as you like.  
Contact: Ferntree Gully Bowling Club on 9753 5888 
(Leave a message for Judy if you have a query)  
To book: Ferntree Gully Bowling Club on 9753 5888  

Understanding supermarket labels
Join in via Zoom for an informative and interesting 
presentation by EACH Dietitian, Sheldon Oliver, on 
how to read supermarket food labels. Learn about 
what the nutritional facts on food labels mean to you 
and how to make healthy food choices when you 
shop. 
When: Monday 12 April 2021
Time: 2:00pm – 3:00pm 
https://www.stickytickets.com.au/40j3e
for more information contact Linda Keenahan on 
9298 8828.

Knox drive-in cinema
Join family and friends at the Knox drive-in cinema 
experience featuring Go! (PG) - an action packed, 
family friendly film.
Limited tickets are now available at $10 per motor 
vehicle. Tickets include entry (for one vehicle and 
its occupants), movie viewing and $10 worth of 
popcorn or ice cream.  
Purchase your tickets now to avoid disappointment 
via: www.knox.vic.gov.au/drivein
Due to the limited number of tickets, only one ticket 
is available per transaction. 
When: Saturday 17 April 2021
Time: Entry from 6:30pm. Movie starts 
approximately 7:30pm.
Where: Knox Community Arts Centre carpark, 790 
Mountain Highway, Bayswater  
Come down from 6:30pm for pre-show 
entertainment. 
Enjoy a thrilling family film about a boy who must 
overcome tremendous odds and his own recklessness 
to achieve his dream of winning the National Go 
Kart Championship. 
Please note this is a CovidSafe pop up event  
Wiser Driver 
A refresher course designed to encourage older people 
to become safer drivers in a friendly, informal, and 
thought-provoking program held for two hours per 
week over a period of four weeks.  
When: Wednesday 5, 12, 19 & 26 May 2021 
Time: 1:30pm to 3:30pm 
Where: Orana Neighbourhood House, 62 Coleman 
Road, Wantirna South  
Bookings essential: www.stickytickets.com.
au/9ZQRU
For more information contact Linda Keenahan on 
9298 8828 
Carpet Bowls
Learn to play carpet bowls in a safe, indoor social 
setting. Carpet bowls is played with small bowls 
on carpets that are much shorter than the outdoor 
greens. All equipment is provided, and small prizes 
are awarded each week.  
Additional info: wear flat shoes with a non-slip sole 
(e.g. runners) and loose fitting clothing suitable for 
exercise. BYO water bottle. Free tea/coffee and water 
available. Other drinks at bar prices. 

When: Tuesdays from 13 April 2021 (until the end 
of winter) 
Time: 12pm for a 12:30pm start
Where: Ferntree Gully Bowling Club, 2A Glenfern 
Road, Ferntree Gully (free parking) 
Cost: $5 per session – pay as you go. Come as often 
as you like. 
Contact: Ferntree Gully Bowling Club on 9753 
5888 (Leave a message for Judy or Gail if you have a 
query)  
To book: Ferntree Gully Bowling Club on 9753 
5888.  
Preparing for Winter harvest - Webinar
Winter is on the way! This workshop will guide you 
through preparing veggie beds and choosing the right 
crops for the cooler months, as well as other jobs to 
do in the garden over winter.  
Topics covered:  
- garden maintenance - soil preparation - Winter 
veggies in pots - sustainable ways to improve 
productivity - crop rotation and companion planting  
- starting with seeds or seedlings - managing pests 
while avoiding harsh chemicals - Winter vegetable 
options
When: Wednesday 21 April 2021
Time: 12:30pm – 2:00pm
Via Zoom on https://knox-vic-gov-au.zoom.us/
webinar/
For more information contact Barb Jordan on 9298 
8000 or email gardensforharvest@knox.vic.gov.au

Melbourne International Comedy Festival 
Roadshow 
Join the Melbourne International Comedy Festival 
Roadshow in 2021 as it rolls across the country to 
home deliver the Comedy Festival vibe to every crack 
and crevice of Australia. From Brisbane to Broome, 
Townsville to Traralgon, they are criss-crossing the 
country taking in more than 80 destinations along 
the way. More than any year before, our comedians 
are champing at the bit to break out from the 
barriers, shake off the seclusion and roll out the 
laughs.  
With an all killer, no filler line-up of Australian stars 
and talented newcomers, buckle in for a night of 
stand-up, sketch, satire, silliness and song to satisfy 
all your comedy cravings!  
When: Thursday 22 April 2021 
Time: 8:00pm -10:00pm
Where: Knox Community Arts Centre – 790 
Mountain Hwy, Bayswater 
Tickets: Adult $40, Concession $38 
Purchase tickets and see the full 2021 program at 
knox.vic.gov.au/kcac 
Show Warnings: Performances often contain coarse 
language, sexual references and material that can 
offend. It is recommended for people aged 15 years 
or older.  

26 Community News
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Downsizing seminar 
Helpful information to assist people planning to 
downsize to retirement living or smaller apartments. 
Dealing with a lifetime of accumulated personal 
possessions is often a barrier for people who would 
like to move. We will give you practical tips about 
how to declutter and prepare the family home for 
sale.  
When: Monday 26 April 2021
Time:  1:30pm – 2:30pm 
Where:  Orana Neighbourhood House, 62 Coleman 
Road, Wantirna South  
Bookings Essential: www.stickytickets.com.au/
AX58O  
For more information contact Linda Keenahan on 
9298 8828

Introduction to Round Dancing 
Round Dancing is cued social ballroom dancing and 
is the easiest way to learn to dance. You will be taught 
basic Rumba steps and by the end of the class you 
will be dancing round the room. In addition to the 
teachers, experienced round dancers will be present 
to assist you. Come alone or come with friends for an 
evening of fun.  
Additional information: smart casual dress. Smooth 
soled shoes are recommended. BYO drink bottle. 
Parking available at the rear of the hall in the library 
carpark off Park Crescent.
When: Friday 21 May 2021
Time: 7:00pm – 8:30pm 
Where: Boronia Progress Hall, 134 Boronia Road, 
Boronia (near the corner of Dorset Road)  
Bookings essential: contact David on 0419 337 311 
or rdav0168@gmail.com by Friday 14 May 2021  

POP Boxing (Punch Out Parkinson’s) boxing 
circuit
POP Boxing is a non-contact fitness circuit designed 
by MVC Boxing a not-for-profit community 
boxing gym, dedicated to helping people with their 
Parkinson disease symptoms. 
POP Boxing is based on the fundamentals of boxing 
training and run out of MVC Boxing’s world class 
Ringwood Gym facilities.  POP boxing is a way 
to connect, get fit, maintain balance and range of 
movement to slow Parkinson disease progression and 
improve quality of life.
Along with medication, boxing circuits such as 
POP Boxing, are an important part of staying on 
top of Parkinson’s symptoms.  Boxing allows you to 
maintain strength, fitness and keeps you connected to 
a community of fantastic locals. 
Come along and challenge yourself, work up a sweat, 
feel more confident and Punch Out Parkinson’s!
When: Every Thursday
Time: 7:00pm 
Where: Reilly Street, Ringwood
For more information contact: Andrew Mars on 0417 
602 995

Ferntree Gully VIEW Club
Our luncheon meetings are held on the fourth 
Monday (except in December) of each month, 
and include a two-course lunch, and tea/coffee at a 
cost of $25. We have a meeting, then a speaker or 
entertainment. We support The Smith Family and 
raise money through our luncheons and in-house 
functions for six disadvantaged students through the 
‘Learning for Life’ program. We also support a refuge 
for women and children escaping domestic violence.
Monday 26 April lunch: speaker Gary Lusk will 
talk about Connie Francis, an American singer and 
actress.
Monday 24 May lunch: speaker Ruby Lampard from 
KARA House
If you want to join a club that is both welcoming and 
fun, come join us. Visitors are very welcome.
Time: 11:30am for a 12:00 noon start
Where: The Knox Club, corner Stud and Boronia 
Roads, Wantirna South
To book: ring Denise Barth 0408 379 935

Your community contacts
Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com

FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery, www.thehutgallery.
wordpress.com, Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. David Morrison 0402 702 395
playing at  Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides  Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information 
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087  
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Anne McPherson 9801 2771, fourth 
Mondays, Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association  9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677

Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup frplaygroup@gmail.com .
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457 460 313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed  
thegullymensshed@gmail.com
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm

Knox Baseball Club Gilbert Park David Rice 0419 330 323 
www.knoxbaseball.com.au

Knox Community Gardens Society Inc. Mobile 0490 970 
722 knoxcommunitygardens@gmail.com

Knox District Woodworkers Club Lynette Hartley 9758 
9605

Knox Environment Society www.kes.org.au
Knox Exercise & Social Group. 
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Heart Support 
Ian Andrews: 0448 888 155 
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays  1pm - 4pm
Knox Toy Library  10am-12pm Fridays and Saturdays 
0424 265 790
Life Activities Club Knox Carol 9727 2726
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garvey 0400 823 441, 
1st and 3rd Wednesday
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-11.30am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday, 
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG  Secretary Graeme Aspinall gas95992@
bigpond.net.au  Thursdays 6.45pm 
Rowville Seniors Sports 9763 7400
St John’s Tecoma Cricket Club.  Talaskia Reserve. Mark 
0404 029 418 stjohnstecomacc.com 
U3A Knox 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club, Kings Park. Kim 
Winters 0409 559 800.  www.uftgcc.com.au
Upwey Country Music  Graham 03 5964 8298

Ferntree Gully Laughter Club
The free community Ferntree Gully Laughter Club 
has been running for 16 years as at the beginning 
of April. The club meets behind the Ferntree Gully 
Library on the 2nd and 4th Sunday and on Zoom 
the 1st and 3rd Sunday. We need more laughter club 
members who will gain a lot from coming along and 
partaking in a few laughs.
Contact: Lynette Mitchell 
Phone: 0425 799 258 
Email: lynette@laughterforliving.com.au
Website: laughterforliving.com.au

COG’s brain training 
Come and have fun exercising not only your body, 
but also your brain. Participate in a range of activities 
designed to improve your body’s range of motion as 
well as stimulate the two hemispheres of your brain. 
Where: 75 Patterson Street, Ringwood and 1063 
Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully
When: Ringwood Term 2 – Tuesday 4 May – 
Tuesday 8 June
Ferntree Gully Terms 3 and  4 TBC
Contact: EACH 1300 00 3224



Accountants
Gusner & Associates ________ K5
81 Station Street  9758 5888

Arts and Crafts
Joe’s Picture Framing Gallery__ K2
50 Forest Road  9758 0001/0426 885 774  

The Hut Gallery ___________ D3
157 Underwood Road  9758 8955

ATMs
67 Station Street __________ O5
3/107 Station Street_________ I6
47 Forest Road, at Apollo Fuel__ G3

Automotive Services
Apollo Fuel ______________ G3
47 Forest Road  9758 0333

Rohde Smash Repairs_______ H3
41 Forest Road  9758 2081

Bakeries
Alpine Street Bakery _______ K3
12 Alpine Street
Ferngully Bakery __________ H5
100 Station Street 

Banking
Bendigo Bank ____________ O5
67 Station Street  9756 0332

Books, Records, News
Captain Stomp New Vinyl Records_ L2 
46 Forest Road  9752 3740
Ferntree Gully Newsagency ___ O5
2/69 Station Street  9758 1343
Julian Wood Bookseller _____ O5
1/69 Station Street  9752 2588

Cake Decorations
Jennifer Anne’s Cakes ________ I6
1/107 Station Street  9758 0990

Cafés
121 Station Street Cafe______ E7
121 Station Street  0434 959 255 
Chandelier Wine Lounge_____ F7
1/115 Station Street  0478 100 205  
Kyra’s Café _______________J3
17 Alpine Street  0458 345 382
Salte ___________________J3
9 Alpine Street  9756 0306
Railyard Espresso___________ I5
36 Forest Road  0431 311 152 

Rapture ________________ H3
1/41 Forest Road  9758 4966

Clothing  Services
Ferntree Gully Dry Cleaning___ O5
2/69 Station Street (Newsagency)  9758 1343

Empire Wash_____________ E7
129 Station Street

Frock Up Dancewear________ F7
117 Station Street  9758 2242 

Internet Laundrette_________J3
7 Alpine Street  04193 67267

Mark’s Quality Shoe Repairs __ M5
73 Station Street  9758 4269

Computer Services
IT WIFI _________________ G7
109 Station Street  1300 489 434

Hair and Beauty
Andrey Continental Gents Hair__J7
3/101 Station Street 9758 6551

Leo & Lark Hairdressing _____ P2
52 Forest Road  0411 257 719

Capelli Hair Studio __________J7
11/101 Station Street  9758 8554

Kypri & Co Unisex Hair Design __ I4
5/1 Alpine Street  9758 8555

Nature’s Beauty Secrets ______ J
6/101 Station Street  9758 9122

Rave Hair & Beauty _________J7
1/101 Station Street  9758 8076

Va Hair Do _______________J3
5 Alpine Street  9758 9933

Health and Fitness
Coaching Zone ___________ H5
94-98 Station Street 0405 662 799
Denture Clinic ____________ G3
5/170 Underwood 9758 6835 

Ferntree Gully Foot Clinic _____J4
1/1 Alpine Street  9753 6222

Forest Road Chiropractic _____ K2
48 Forest Road  9758 8522

Gully Physiotherapy Clinic_____J4
2/1 Alpine Street  9758 9111

Lux Teeth Whitening _______ D8
125 Station Street  0437 386 738 

Mountain View Denture Clinic_ D8
123 Station Street  0447 648 484

Next Level Fitness _________ F3
1-3/170 Underwood Road  9753 5781     

Serene Body Therapy _______ E8
127 Station Street  0412 058 0798

Station 75B Massage Shop ___ M5
75B Station Street  0412 588 165/9758 3860

Sun�ower Massage ________ M5
83 Station Street 0416 646 797

Yoga Balance ____________ K3
14 Alpine Street 9762 6069

Opp Shops
Angliss Hospital Opp Shop____ K6
4/101 Station Street  

Hills Church Opp Shop_______ K3
18 Alpine Street 9758 1201

Pharmacy
Ferntree Gully Pharmacy _____J6
85 Station Street  9758 2020

Post O�ce
FTG Licensed Post O�ce _____ O5
65-67 Station Street  9758 7822

Restaurants
Ferntree Thai ____________ H6
2/107 Station Street 9758 6464/0433 231 47

Flame Trees Burger Bar _____ L2
36-40 Forest Road 9758 4829

Loi Eng Restaurant ________ E7
113 Station Street 9758 1818

Mumbai Grill_____________ L2
42 Forest Road 9752 3443

Paddy’s Tavern ___________ M2
34 Forest Road 9752 3081

Supermarkets and Catering
Ferntree Gully IGA _________ H6
Food and liquor
3/107 Station Street 9752 3999

Foodworks _______________J3
11-13 Alpine Street 9758 7100

Good Life Party Food Shop ___ K7
7/101 Station Street 9729 2199

Takeaway Food
Chook Station ____________ F7
2/115 Station Street 9753 6266

Gully Fish Shop ____________ I5
92 Station Street 9758 3972

Fat Chef’s Pizzeria __________J7
10/101 Station Street 9752 3237

Fish & Chips on Station Street _ M5
71 Station Street 9758 1618

Italianissimo ____________ M2
36 Forest Road  1300 909 666 

Other Services
Cherry Gay Florist __________ I3
35-37 Forest Road  9758 3721 / 9758 2619

Cignall __________________J6
2/101 Station Street  9753 6776

FTG Gifts & Accessories Smoke __ I3
3/1 Alpine Street  0402 335 962

Foothills Veterinary Clinic ____ L7
5/101 Station Street 9752 3555

Gully Tattoo _____________ G5
100B Station Street  9758 0565

Loans One ______________ E3
6/170 Underwood Road 1300 524 472

Mae Collard School of Music ___J3
15 Alpine Street   0411 718 422 

Mountain District Learning Centre O9
13-15 The Avenue  9758 7859

Pick Me Up Mowers ________ L2
44 Forest Road  9752 3380

Supermutts Dog Grooming ___ K3
20 Alpine Street  9758 3458
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This Directory appears courtesy of Ferntree Gully Village Traders Inc. Every e�ort has been made to  keep it up to date (17/3/2021). Traders please report changes to gullynews@gmail.com


