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O Brave New World!

Barbara Oehring photogaphed the tawny frogmouths in her garden on the edge of the National Park.

As the people of Melbourne emerge into
a new post–lockdown city two young
tawny frogmouths prepare to take their
first flight into the bushland of the
Dandenong Ranges National Park.
Are there hints of excitement or
apprehension? Perhaps both. The ring of
steel around Melbourne is broken and the
surge of delight and adventure is palpable.

Even so, in this outer edge suburb we
will not forget the companionship of
the birds that flocked and sang in our
gardens, almost tame, in the long weeks
of lockdown.
This issue presents stories of how we
coped in 2020 and what we hope for in
2021.
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Big changes in Knox Council
elections page 3
Bushfire prep for summer page 7
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Schools pages 14-15
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From the editor
Expect the unexpected
Who could have expected the amazing outcome of
elections to Knox City Council? Five new councillors,
all women, making Knox a national record-breaker.
As I watched the swearing-in ceremony, streamed
live on the KCC website, I was encouraged. Each
candidate took the oath, moved to a table beside CEO
Tony Doyle for joint signatures of their document, and
then returned to the microphone to make a statement
of intent.
Cr Jude Dwight’s words were striking: ‘we are all
human beings; we can all be strong; we can all be kind;
we can all listen’. All promised to work collaboratively
for the good of the people of Knox. Cr Dwight also
noted that in Richmond in 1920 the first woman was
elected to a local council in Victoria. One hundred
years on and now, in Knox, eight out of the nine
elected are women
The eyes of Victoria will be upon Knox Council
as they settle in to learn the complex interlocking of
federal, state and local government.
More statements: new councillors for Dobson, Baird
and Chandler wards promised to respect the Foothills
environment policy. Cr Yvonne Allred stressed the
important renewal of the Boronia shopping precinct.
Yvonne has been a Council Officer for twelve years,
working with community groups. She knows the issues
and how Council can support community. Dobson
ward residents will be hoping for similar attention to
the range of Station Street shops, purchased years ago
for a new community facility.
Darren Pearce, the one man standing, after serving
three terms and twice as mayor said this has been
his toughest and best win, ‘the people have spoken’.
Cr Seymour, second longest serving and mayor in
2020 said, ‘we want our community, our city and our
Council to be the best it can be’.
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As well as the experienced former Council Officer,
occupations of new councillors include two nurses
and two teachers. Most have experience of leading
community organisations. The array of professional
qualifications across the nine is impressive and includes
degrees in Applied Science, Psychology, Business,
Financial Management, Education, Occupational Health
and Safety, Conservation and Land Management.
The ceremony also thanked all those who nominated,
as well as retiring councillors Peter Lockwood, Tony
Holland, John Mortimer, Adam Gill and Jake Keogh
for their many years of service.
As we come to the end of a momentous year, it is with
some relief that we conclude the final issue of Gully News
for 2020. We missed the stimulus of weekly meetings
where once we challenged each other to come up with
ideas and critiqued what was already found. This year
has been all zoom, emails and phone messages; not so
creative but good practice in careful choice of words.
Writing this on the first day of release from Melbourne’s
‘ring of steel’, it’s exciting to look ahead. Although some
restrictions will remain in place, we will remember what
we have learnt, especially the delights of having time
to stop and look around us. Stories in this issue share
similar experiences.
We hope that, as community groups prepare for their
usual activities next year, they will send us their stories.
We hope in 2021 to see local renewal but we need to
keep in mind the global, the pandemic catastrophe still
devastating whole countries.
Thank you to all those, writers, walkers, advertisers,
who helped to keep Gully News going. Thanks also to our
auspicing body the Mountain District Learning Centre.
We wish everyone a happy Christmas and look forward
to continuing support in 2021.

Anne Boyd
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in Ferntree Gully.

This year NAIDOC Week, usually observed in July,
was celebrated 8th to 15th November. NAIDOC
celebrations are held to recognise the history, culture
and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people.
NAIDOC, which stands for National Aborigines
and Islanders Day Observance Committee, can
be traced back to the 1920s when Aboriginal
groups sought to increase awareness in the wider
community.

We acknowledge that
we meet and work on the land of
the Wurundjeri People
of the Kulin Nation
We pay respect to their Elders
past, present & future
Walkers reminder during lockdown

Don’t forget to wear a mask when walking for
exercise and delivering Gully News. Thank you for
staying the course.
Due to the closure of many community organisations
we have increased the number of papers at pick-up
points in shopping centres at:
Upwey, Upper Ferntree Gully, the Village, and
Mountain Gate. A further thank you.

Join us on Facebook

Ferntree Gully News is now on Facebook!
Join us at ‘Friends of Ferntree Gully News’ to stay
connected and informed between editions of the
paper. We look forward to seeing you.

Meg Hellyer
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pay for printing.
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Disclaimer: The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are
not necessarily those of the supporting organisations unless
acknowledged as such. No endorsement of products and services
is implied by the listing of advertisers and sponsors. While every
effort is taken to print contributions accurately, the publishers
take no responsibility for errors.
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Knox welcomes new
Councillors
Five new and four returning councillors will represent
the Knox community for the next four years, with the
results of the 2020 Council elections announced by the
Victorian Electoral Commission.
Nicole Seymour, Lisa Cooper, Darren Pearce and
Marcia Timmers-Leitch return to Council. Yvonne
Allred, Jude Dwight, Sorina Grasso, Meagan Baker and
Susan Laukens are elected as new councillors for Knox.
The election results mark a significant shift in gender
representation, with eight of nine wards represented
by women.
The full list of councillors for 2020-2024 are:
• Baird Ward – Yvonne Allred (newly elected)
• Chandler Ward – Jude Dwight (newly elected)
• Collier Ward – Marcia Timmers-Leitch (returning)
• Dinsdale Ward – Sorina Grasso (newly elected)
• Dobson Ward – Meagan Baker (newly elected)
• Friberg Ward – Susan Laukens (newly elected)
• Scott Ward – Lisa Cooper (returning)
• Taylor Ward – Darren Pearce (returning)
• Tirhatuan Ward – Nicole Seymour (returning).
Council recognises and thanks outgoing councillors
Jake Keogh, Adam Gill, Tony Holland, John Mortimore
and Peter Lockwood for their contributions to the Knox
community.
Councillors were officially sworn-in at a ceremony
on Monday 9 November, with Mayoral and Deputy
Mayoral Election scheduled for Monday 16 November.
Both events were livestreamed on Council’s website and
conducted in keeping with COVID-19 restrictions.

Cr Yvonne Allred
Baird Ward

Cr Meagan Baker
Dobson Ward

Cr Lisa Cooper
Scott Ward

Cr Jude Dwight
Chandler Ward

Cr Sorina Grasso
Dinsdale Ward

Cr Susan Laukens
Friberg Ward

Cr Darren Pearce
Taylor Ward

Cr Nicole Seymour
Tirhatuan Ward

Cr Marcia Timmers-Leitch
Collier Ward

Virtual

Carols

by Candlelight

Saturday 12 December

Christmas Entertainment from 6.30pm
Knox Factor Grand Final from 7.00pm
Main Carols Show from 8.00pm to 10.00pm
VIRTUAL EVENT streamed live from
Facebook.com/KnoxArtsandEvents
Ferntree Gully News December 2020
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Village News

Around and about
Mark’s Repairs

Welcome back to business, Mark Kane at Mark’s Repairs, 73 Station Street. Mark,
the cobbler, has been repairing shoes for 35 years, including formerly at Knox City
and for the last 13 years in his tiny shop at 73 Station Street. Mark’s customers keep
coming back from all across the Eastern suburbs, even as far away as Rosebud. He is
also skilled at engraving and cutting keys.
We asked Mark what he found most rewarding. He did not hesitate. ‘Customer
satisfaction,’ he said. ‘That is what gives me joy.’ A true craftsman.

Chandelier is now open

We are very excited to finally be able to open and are looking forward to seeing the
loyal customers we already know and meeting new ones.
We serve wine and offer a Craft Bar – both a range in cans and four on tap, ciders,
premium spirits and cocktails. Accompanying this is a Share Plate menu, including
cheese, charcuterie and vegan platters. We also offer vegetarian and gluten free options,
and delicious sweet treats.
Opening Wednesday to Friday from 4.00pm
Saturday from 1.00pm and Sunday from 12.00pm
Booking recommended.
Groups are limited to 10 people maximum. Share platters are permitted within
a group up to 10 people.
See the facebook site for updated details of seating bookings and menu.

Janine Krieger

Railyard Espresso

Meanwhile, Halloween was not forgotten by theme guru Cory at Railyard
Espresso (90 Station Street). Barbara Oehring’s photo shows what anyone
who did not call in to Cory’s coffee shop missed. Let’s hope next year will
see a full street parade.
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Photos by Barbara Oehring

Christmas in the Village
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas in the Village,
with this gorgeous display in the shop window of Hills
Op Shop. Chook Station is also taking orders for your
Christmas dinner roast chicken, so don’t forget to pop
in and see them. Hope to see more Christmas displays.
Perhaps even Santa.
For a Directory of all businessses in Ferntree Gully
Village see page 23.

Community Bank
Looking to the Future
2020 has given us natural disasters and a global
pandemic. As we head towards Christmas and the new
year we are optimistic and full of hope that 2021 will
be a better year for everyone.

5
5

We have used this time to recruit new team members
at Ferntree Gully Community Bank Branch and are
excited to introduce the team.

Tina Doran

Tina is the Branch Manager at our Ferntree Gully
Community Bank Branch. Tina has been with Knox
Community Bank Group since 2011 and has worked
at other Community Bank Branches within the group.
Tina enjoys her day to day interactions with clients and
providing the best possible customer service possible.
Tina is very focused on helping customers reach their
financial goals. Whether they are buying their first
home, an investment property, refinancing, building
or renovating. Tina is available to discuss any lending
requirements you may have so feel free to email her.

Rebecca Sellars

Rebecca is a Customer Relationship Manager at our
Ferntree Gully Community Bank Branch. Rebecca
joined Knox Community Bank Group in 2015 and
holds a Diploma of Early Childhood Development from
Melbourne University. Rebecca’s passion has always been
customer service and she enjoys working with customers
to help them achieve their goals. Rebecca’s pastimes
include spending time with friends and family, travel
and continuous learning.

Anna Passerelli

Anna is a Customer Relationship Officer at our Ferntree
Gully Community Bank Branch. Anna has in excess
of 16 years experience in the banking sector and 10
years in finance in the hospitality industry. Anna is an
avid scrapbooker as well as an active supporter of her
daughters who are both experienced softball players who
have also achieved their black belts in karate.

Valerie Willoughby

Valerie is a Customer Service Officer with Knox
Community Bank Group and works at our Ferntree
Gully Community Bank Branch. Valerie joined Knox
Community Bank Group after successful careers in
the administration & retail industries. Her bright
& engaging personality makes her popular with
customers coupled with her ability to exceed customer
expectations. Valerie’s husband is active in the CFA and
Valerie enjoys spending time with her family. Travel is a
passion & she hopes to visit France in the coming years.

Tarryn Tibballs

Tarryn is a Customer Service Officer with us and is based
at our Ferntree Gully Community Bank Branch. Tarryn
has been working with Bendigo Bank for the past four
years in rural Victoria. Tarryn loves the community
aspect of her role and her passion is helping customers
and being a part of their financial journey. Tarryn
enjoys travelling, cooking, spending time with friends
and family. She is currently involved with the Foster
Netball Club as a player and sits on the committee as
Club Secretary.

We want to confirm our strong commitment to the Ferntree Gully community
as we close out 2020 and look to a brighter 2021. While Covid-19 remains an
ongoing situation, we will continue to operate on a relatively normal basis. We
are here for you.
We look forward to your continued partnership on this journey and being of
service to you.

Our new Complete Home LoanÉ
…takes care of you completely. Great rates and
100% offset make the Complete Home Loan one
of our most exciting home loans yet!
So whether youÕre buying your Þrst or next home,
reÞnancing or investing, the Complete Home Loan
has you covered.

Chat to a home loan specialist today, phone Tina
or Rebecca on 03 9756 0332 or search Bendigo
Bank home loans.
Community Bank ¥ Fern Tree Gully

Terms and conditions, fees, charges and lending criteria apply. All information including interest rate is current as at 7 September 2020 and may be subject to change. Full details available on application. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide Bank
Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 Australian Credit Licence 237879. A1419239 OUT_1622638, 02/11/2020
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Community

Australia Day Awards Have your say
Know a friend, family member, community leader or
colleague who has made a beneficial contribution to
the Knox community? Nominate them for any of the
following categories:
• Citizen of the Year
• Local Hero
• Young Citizen of the Year
• Elder Citizen of the Year
• Volunteer of the Year
• Environmentalist of the Year.
Nominations close 5.00pm, Friday 4 December
2020. For further details go to: www.knox.vic.gov.au/
ausday or call 9298 8000.

– Vision for Knox
We're seeking community members to attend an
upcoming online forum to have their say about
the future of our community and how Council can
contribute to make Knox a great place now and for
years to come.
Your contribution will help inform the development
of the new Community and Council Plans. Register
your interest by clicking this link knoxcouncil.wufoo.
com or call 9298 8000. The forum will take place on
Tuesday 1 December 2020.

Victoria, you know fire.
The 2020-21 fire season is coming and we’re about to start an important fire safety campaign. With last season’s memories so fresh,
some people may find it confronting. If you have any concerns, or you or a loved one are emotionally affected by the campaign,
support is available on our website, or by calling Lifeline 13 11 14.

Plan. Act. Survive. Go to vic.gov.au/knowfire
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Do you remember last summer?
Let me remind you what happened

Despite a very early bushfire season in Queensland
and along the New South Wales coast, holiday makers
from Victoria and New South Wales ignored the fact
that the East Gippsland countryside was tinder dry
and becoming explosive. Victorians planned their
Christmas holidays as if there was absolutely nothing
to worry about.
Do you recall what then happened around New
Year’s Day 2020? Well, Mallacoota and much of the
southernmost coast of NSW was engulfed in the most
ferocious bushfires ever witnessed. It is pretty safe to say
that those holiday makers never expected or planned for
such a catastrophe to involve them.
It has been a wet winter and spring in Ferntree Gully
and parts of Victoria, and I don’t know what the summer
and consequent fire season will be like. I don’t even
know if we will be able to travel on account of Covid
19, but I do know that we cannot ignore what occurred
last summer.
It is important that we also consider what could
happen much closer to home if we live on the east side
of Forest Road, in the rural areas out towards Lysterfield
or Glenfern Road, or around Koolunga Native Reserve.
A wet winter and spring will definitely lead to rapid
growth of vegetation, which can then quickly dry out
to form fuel for rapidly spreading fires.

lines. The road was blocked for several
days. What would an incident such as
this do to your plan if you were intending
to leave at the last minute in case of a
bushfire?
The moral of the story is to plan, plan
and plan
Ferntree Gully has over 600 homes in the
Ferntree Gully CFA Bushfire Management
Overlay area. Our neighbouring areas of
Upper Gully, Upwey and The Basin also
have hundreds of homes and properties
in their BMO areas. It is imperative that
all residents living in or near these areas
have a well known and practised bushfire plan which
involves every member of the family, including pets.
Have a good look at the area that you live in and ask
yourself whether or not bushfire could ravage your area.
Just Google ‘bushfire overlay management area in Knox’.

Here are some other good bushfire safe suggestions:
• Download the VicEmergency app on your smart
phone.
• Don’t expect a personal knock at the door… it
won’t happen.
• Keep informed by listening to AM radio ABC
Melbourne, checking the CFA on Facebook and
Twitter or the website for Vic Emergency www.
So as residents, what can we do now?
emergency.vic.gov.au
The answer is to start planning now. The key word is to
•
Always keep a watch out from your own property.
know when to leave on a bad fire day, and not to wait
You may be the first one to see a fire.
and see what will happen before you make a decision.
• Go out and smell the air for smoke and listen for fire
Put simply, that is very dangerous!
sirens, aircraft and abnormal activity in your area.
During September we had some incredible wind
•
Keeping informed is your responsibility.
storms, which brought down trees and powerlines all
over the hills. The SES and CFA were very busy. As an • On a forecast bad bushfire day, if your property is in
a potential fire area, leave early, or the night before.
example, a number of large trees came down on Heath
The best place to be is ‘not there’.
Avenue FTG, bringing down all power and internet
• Remember that a well prepared property is more

•

likely to still be standing after a fire.
We are not advocates of flammable plant mulch
around a home. Check out the FTG CFA low
fire risk garden in front of the fire station at 5 The
Avenue Ferntree Gully.

Graham Crichton
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade

Stay safe fellow Australians
Cherish your families and loved ones

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade
A 100% Volunteer CFA Brigade
24/7, 365 days a year
for over 77 years
Email: info@ftgcfa.org.au
Follow us on Facebook.

Fire calls 000
Where would we be without
Volunteer Firefighters in Victoria?

Ferntree Gully News December 2020
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Mountain Gate

Owners Heather and Barry at Providence Foods.

Providence Foods – providing for the community
Say hello to Mountain Gate’s newest neighbours.
Located next to Luks Pharmacy, Providence Foods
is a family-run bulk foods store.
In recent years there has been a growing trend towards
bulk or whole foods – thinking about how we can
all live more sustainably, be more environmentally
conscious, and create zero waste.
Providence Foods stocks a wide variety of grains,
flour, fruit, nuts, teas, homewares such as tea towels,
natural soaps and bath salts – even sweets! Chocolate
pumpkin seeds have been a favourite.
There are no wrappers, no packaging – no waste.
Bring in your own containers and the amount you
want is scooped in and weighed. You take only as much
as you need, and use less – so there won’t be leftovers
sitting at the back of your pantry for years to come.
Owners Heather and Barry have been Mountain Gate
locals for over 30 years. Heather says the aim is for the
shop to become like a community hub (‘like the general
store of yesteryear,’ says Barry), where you can pop in
and say hello, and be greeted with service with a smile.
‘Come in, introduce yourselves and get to know us,’
they say. ‘There’s no question we can’t answer – well

ZUMBA

GOLD

Dance - fitness classes that provide modified,
low-impact moves for active older adults
ONLY $10.00 – bookings essential
Every Friday at 9.00 am
Uniting Church Hall, 6 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Phone Susan 0478 504 441
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there’s a few! But we’ll try!’
Once restrictions ease, there are also plans to run
classes in everything from making your own soaps to
having a knitters circle (run by daughter Becky).
The shop first opened its doors on 28 September
2020. There have certainly been some challenges during
Covid, but it’s all about looking to the future and
providing positive, eco-friendly solutions.
There are many benefits to trying alternative foods
– not just for the environment, but for your health as
well. After all, if we’ve learnt anything at all this year,
isn’t it to live more simply and make the most of what
we have?
Drop in and say hello at Providence Foods, Shop
24, Mountain Gate Shopping Centre. You can
also get in touch by phone 0451 046 451 or email
providencefoodsau@gmail.com . A website is also set
to come at www.providencefood.com.au

Meg Hellyer

TINKERS would like to thank our wonderful
community for their overwhelming support
during these challenging times. We wish
you all a wonderful Christmas and all the
very best wishes for the new and improved
year ahead.

TINKERS
JEWELLER – COBBLER – TAILOR

Come and see Alex,
your local jeweller
since

1988

Jewellery Manufacturing & Repairs
Watch Batteries & Repairs
Engraving - Key Cutting - Shoe Repairs
Clothing Alterations - Giftware
Jewellery & Watch Sales
Shop 59 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre

next to the Commonwealth Bank

Ferntree Gully Road, Ferntree Gully
Phone 9758 8436
www.tinkers.com.au
or like us on Facebook Tinkers Repair Centre
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Grants for Men’s Sheds
Men in Eastern Victoria will continue to have places to
connect, build new friendships and share skills, thanks
to $870,000 in Victorian Government funding to
upgrade local Men’s Sheds.
Grants of $2,300 are now available to Men’s Sheds
who are struggling financially after not being able to
undertake their normal fundraising activities. The
funding will assist Men’s Sheds to meet their most urgent
expenses, so they can reopen as strong and connected
community organisations when restrictions ease.
Men’s Sheds are safe and productive spaces for men to
work on common projects, and participate in their local
community. The sheds support the local community
through volunteer work, from mentoring young people
or using woodwork or machinery skills to create items
for organisations and residents in need.
They also help improve the health and wellbeing of
participants by giving men a space to connect, make
friends and socialise.
There are more than 1,000 Men’s Sheds across the
country, with over 360 in Victoria including one at
Upper Gully and one at Upwey (see Contacts list on
page 23).
For more information or to apply for the grants program
visit providers.dhhs.vic.gov.au/mens-shed-program

Knox Wood Workers
At the time of writing the Wood Workers are still in
lockdown. A number of members are working from
home producing toys for the kids at Christmas.
We are hoping to get all our members back in the
very near future. Fees have been adjusted to reflect the
temporary closure of the club. We are looking forward
to being nearly self sufficient as far as electricity goes,
when our solar panel installation takes place soon.

Our BeInIt competition was cancelled this year – the
frog photo is from a past year.
Come the New Year we should be back in full swing
and will be looking for new members.
No experience necessary – just a passion for working
with wood.

Bill Ireland
Knox Wood Workers

Street Orienteering walks in lockdown

Have you been doing your one to two hours of exercise,
walking the streets within the 5km lockdown limit?
Knox Street Orienteering Walks are suspended at the
moment, but we hope to start again later in the year.
We usually meet twice a month – you are given 20
clues shown on a map sheet and have an hour to find
the answers. It is good fun.
We have also been hunting for Mystery Letters. Have
you spotted any letters engraved into the footpath or
kerb? What do they mean? Who put them there?
Most are in the concrete but the best ones are in St
Laurent Rise, Knoxfield, for telephone and electricity
services under the ground. But what do some of the
other letters mean? Have you seen B, F, H, M, S or V?
What letters have you got in your street?
During the pandemic, many walkers have also been
‘letting their fingers do the walking’ with Virtual
Orienteering. It uses Google Maps Street View to search
for the clues. Map sheets and instructions are on our
webpage www.knoxsow.org.au

Many local primary schools have added our Virtual
Orienteering to their student ‘at home’ activities.
For more information contact the Walk Organiser,
David, on 0419 337 311 or email david@knoxsow.
org.au

You can place your full colour
advert in this space (60mm high x
80mm wide) for as little as $65.00
Gully News is a not-for-profit
community newspaper. Publishing
six times a year, 10,000 copies and we
depend on advertising to pay printing
costs.
See ferntreegullynews.com for more
sizes and prices
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10 Food Feature
Foothills Community Care
It is no exaggeration to say that for many of us 2020
has been one of the toughest years we have faced. For
many who are isolated and vulnerable, the social and
economic impact of Covid-19 has made life especially
challenging.
This year we’ve continued to adapt our services as
demand has skyrocketed, and distributed over 25,000+
meals. Last week alone we distributed over 950 meals.
We can only continue to do this with the enormous
support we receive from both our volunteers and our
local generous community, who have donated funds
and goods in kind.
Each Monday in Upwey and Wednesday in Ferntree
Gully we provide hot takeaway meals for people to
come and collect. Our drivers then deliver meals three
times a week to many households via our Community
Casseroles scheme.
We’ve also partnered with many local businesses
through our Pay it Forward Program. Through this,
businesses can donate meals to us to distribute out or
provide vouchers for locals to use at their cafe. This has
been a great way to support locals and promote local
businesses at the same time.

Foothill Food Christmas Lunch

St John the Baptist Parish Hall in Forest Road. People
must book beforehand and strict limits apply. Details
are on our website page.

Reverse Advent Calendar

We hope to spread some extra cheer this Christmas with
our Foothills Reverse Advent Calendar.
The Reverse Advent Calendar is about giving instead
of receiving. For 25 days during November, you
place one item of non-perishable food, toiletries or a
Christmas treat each day into an empty box or bag.
At the end of the month, your filled Reverse Advent
Calendar is donated to Foothills, then distributed to
people in our community who are in need of some
special love and an extra hand up this Christmas.
We are able to receive these hampers up until 15
Dec. They can be dropped off at the Ferntree Gully
Community Bendigo Bank or contact us to arrange
a drop-off.
Thank you once again for your ongoing support.
Together we make a real difference.
You can donate at our website foothillscare.org.au/
donate/

Stephen Barrington
CEO Foothills Community Care Inc

I can now confirm that we will be hosting our 19th
annual Ferntree Gully Lunch this year. Like everything
else, it will be Covid-friendly and adjusted. For this year
we will host two sessions of the lunch on Christmas
Eve, Thursday 24 December. The lunch will be held at

At the conference of the Community Newspaper
Association of Victoria this year Ferntree Gully News
won the Award for Best Feature Article for Teresa
Cannon’s ‘It’s a Cook-up for Community and
Connection’, her story about Foothills Community
Casseroles. Judge Michael Smith commented ‘The
Casseroles group and the community newspaper, are
together transforming their society. They are saving
lives.’
Gully News was also finalist in awards for Best Editorial
(about publishing in pandemic) Best Design and
Layout, and Best Photograph (Puffing Billy).

PC, Mac, Laptop + Printer
Repairs, Sales + Upgrades
•
•
•
•

Troubleshooting
Computer Setup
Printer Setup
Email + Internet Setup

•
•
•
•

Data Backup + Recovery
Virus + Spyware Removal
Software Install
Ink Cartridges and Refills

109 Station St, Ferntree Gully

1300 489 434
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Gully News wins
2020 awards

Food Feature 11
Sweet honey bees
Curious about the world of beekeeping and honey
making, I recently chatted to backyard beekeeper Byron
Rutgers about the hobby he has pursued for the past
six years.
Mr Rutgers, who has lived in Ferntree Gully for
40 years, has six beehives in his back garden. He
was introduced to the world of beekeeping by his
grandfather when he was a young boy and now being
semi-retired has decided to reconnect with this ancient
craft.
He joined the Coonara Beekeeping Club in Upper
Ferntree Gully and registered as a beekeeper. ‘The more
I study nature, the more fantastic it becomes to me,’
says Mr Rutgers. He is clearly fascinated by the world
of bees.
The European honey bees in his hives all work in
harmony, with the queen, drones and worker bees
having defined roles. There are nurse bees tasked with
manufacturing royal jelly, and scout bees that find new
food sources. If the scouts find nectar, pollen or water,
they return to the hive and pass on the precise location
with a remarkably intricate dance routine.
Honey bees tend to work within 200 metres of their

w

we're open!
Come by for a meal
719 Mountain Highway Bayswater

We’re open
Monday to Thursday 7am - 5pm
Friday & Saturday 7am - 10pm
Sunday 8am - 5pm

To book call 9720 7770
or order online
montanospatisserie.com.au

Each female worker lives for about a month
and visits between 50 and 100 flowers in one
foraging trip. As pollinators extraordinaire, honey
bees are a crucial part of our ecosystem. A large
proportion of Australia’s crops depend on bee
pollination.
Worker bees can fly at a top speed of about
21-28 km per hour when flying to a food source,
and about 17 km per hour when returning laden
with pollen, propolis, nectar or water.
Honey bees are at their most active during the
warmer months from September to February.
As you would expect, they produce the most
honey during summertime. Mr Rutgers checks
his hives regularly. Every three to four weeks,
he will remove frames from his bee hives. These
frames will be laden with honey, contained in
honeycombs, and capped with wax. Honey
is extracted from these honeycombs using an
automated extractor, then bottled.
Honey is very versatile. It can often be used as a
substitute for sugar. Honey has a lower glycaemic
index (GI) than sugar, so blood sugar levels aren’t
raised as quickly. It contains beneficial trace
minerals and has lower fructose and glucose
levels than sugar. A smaller amount of honey
achieves the same sweetness levels as sugar.
Ferntree Gully CFA members are sometimes
lucky recipients of Mr Rutgers’ honey. He has
been a volunteer firefighter with this brigade for
Wearing protective gear, backyard beekeeper Byron Rutgers looks
25 years.
for honey on a frame taken from one of his bee hives.
If you have an unwanted beehive or swarm in
hive, but range up to 1.5km away if necessary. They
your garden that needs relocating, want to know
are even capable of flying as far as 8km for food. The more about beekeeping or would like to buy a jar of
distance each bee flies in its life is remarkable. A strong pure honey, you are welcome to contact Byron Rutgers
colony of around 60,000 bees flies the equivalent on 0402 917 159.
distance from the earth to the moon every day.
Gemma Franks

Thinking of
having a party?
Think...

Flame Trees
Local family
business

to book your next party or function
FernTRee gully

38 -40 Forest Road
Ferntree Gully, Vic 3156

9758 4829

BAYSWATER

741 mountain Highway
bayswater, Vic 3153

9720 5772

www.flametreesburgerbar.com.au
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12 Hold on to your Hats
Back to the Future

It was a bit before my time, but the 1920s were one
of the most exciting, decadent decades the world has
known. The Roaring 20s followed the end of World
War I in 1918 and the equally devastating Spanish Flu
of 1919-20. It was a period of economic prosperity,
massive consumer demand and cultural dynamism.
In those crazy heady years, new music and dance
blossomed; sports stars and movie heroes became
celebrities. New technologies burst onto the scene,

creating a feeling of novelty, modernity and a break
with tradition. Cars, movies, radios and telephones
came out of nowhere to change everything, and things
would never be the same again.
Fast-forward one hundred years. Here we are at
the end of 2020 and in the midst of another global
pandemic – not as devastating as the Spanish Flu at this
point, but very damaging to livelihoods and economies.
Governments and central banks across the world are
riding to the rescue on large, white horses, splashing the
cash, flooding the banking system and putting that cash
in the hands of millions.
Off the back of the Global
Financial Crisis a decade
before, trillions of dollars

Fashion Forecasts for the Stars exclusive for Fern Tree Gully News

of stimulus have been injected into the global economy.
Interest rates have been at all-time lows for an extended
period almost everywhere as a consequence.
When the virus subsides or is under control, there
is a chance that this stimulus will work its magic,
and the pent-up demand from long, brutal months
of lockdown could explode. Combine this with new
technologies that are emerging, and we could see the
return of a new Roaring 20s. Before we get too carried
away, it is likely that 2021 will be a year that sees a
gradual return to some sort of normality, but watch
out for 2022 onwards. Hold on to your hats, because
we could have five years of growth, the likes of which
we have never witnessed.

Martin Whiteley

Adventures on The African Queen for
Puffing Billy volunteers

Picture theatres were all the rage in the Hills during the 1920s. It’s not surprising,
then, that the Fern Tree Gully News of 1929 was talking about film stars and the
fashions that they wore.
You may recall in our April edition this year we reported a reader from Sydney
had found a tattered old copy of the Fern Tree Gully News, dated May 4 1929, in
her garage amongst family papers – a true gem of Ranges history.
Among advertisements for the Tecoma Picture Theatre, Pictures at Boronia
Hall and Sassafras Mechanics Hall, the paper also reported top fashions worn by
Paramount Studio stars of the day. We include the following excerpts:
SMART WINTER SUIT
A gay coloring is the predominating note in the new winter modes. The color chosen
is not so important, provided that it suits the wearer, and is bright and attractive. All
materials from tweeds and velours to the finest silks follow the craze for brightness.
A smart tweed suit worn by Doris Hill in the Paramount all-talking picture, ‘The
Studio Murder Mystery,’ has gray and blue as its two chief colors. A gray silk waist
and gayly printed scarf in harmonising tones complete the outfit.
Charming dinner ensemble
Chiffon is the most fascinating of all materials for the dinner ensemble, and Esther
Ralston, one of Paramount’s youngest players, who is appearing with Emil Jannings
in ‘Betrayal,’ has a charming outfit which she wears for these occasions.
Rose lavender is the color chosen by Miss Ralston, and the untrimmed frock falls
into a series of ankle-length drapes. The three-quarter coatee of the same material is
traced with crystal beading. A single velvet rose is the only trimming on the large
chiffon and baku straw hat. Miss Ralston has added satin pumps and hose to tone.
A new fur
The latest material for coats this winter is dyed lamb’s wool, and Mary Brian,
Paramount’s young player, who is now appearing in the Paramount all-talking
picture, ‘The Man I Love’, has just added a deep brown coat of this material to
her wardrobe.
The coat is cut on straight lines, and is trimmed with the same material in the
form of a large shawl collar and deep cuffs.
Miss Brian wears a felt hat in a lighter tone, and lizard skin shoes and bag to match.
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Humphrey Bogart and
Katherine Hepburn –
what a team they were in
the classic 1950 film The
African Queen, which
featured a 30 foot steam
boat.
The boat was the third
star in the movie, but
years later one of the two
versions built for the film
was discovered rotting
away in a tourist park in
the United States and was
fortunately restored.
It came to Australia for
a couple of months in
1987 for corporate events.
Puffing Billy driver Mike
Adams, a qualified boiler
attendant, was hired to manage the
steam boiler for the week it spent on the
Yarra in Melbourne. Mike asked Puffing
Billy fireman Warren Stephenson to act
as second person. The 1987 photos were
all taken by Mike Adams.
Mike and Warren went to the city
each day for a week to take people
out for short trips, much gentler trips
than riding the rapids and avoiding the
enemy with Bogey and Kate.
The internet provides a more
fascinating background on the origins
and fate of the two versions of The
African Queen, used at different
locations for the film.

Beverley Mills
Photos by Mark Adams

Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP for
Ferntree Gully
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Nick Wakeling news
This year has been a school year like no other. It has seen
a number of my favourite school events cancelled, but
thankfully some were still able to proceed.At the start
of the year, many schools had to cancel their tours of
Parliament House, where I would have normally taken
the students on a personal tour.
In July, local schools would have participated in
National School Tree Day. For the past 12 years I have
visited schools and donated native shrubs for students
to plant and cultivate within their own school gardens.
The Primary School Captains Luncheon, another
favourite of mine, also had to be cancelled. The School
Captains Luncheon would have seen Grade Six school
student leaders from around Knox come together in
my office for lunch and to celebrate the achievements
of their final school year.
Fortunately, the Premiers Reading Challenge, which
is enjoyed by many students, was able to proceed. This
is a great initiative that assists students in improving
their reading skills. Given the tough year, it has given
many students a great deal of comfort during home
schooling. Many students have done exceptionally
well in reading countless books this year. Each school
was invited to recognise a student, with my offering
of a certificate and a book voucher in recognition of
their fantastic reading efforts and for taking part in the
Premiers Reading Challenge.

Nick Wakeling and the Primary Schools Captains’ Lunch in 2019.

I am pleased that I am still able to proceed with
presenting this year’s Ferntree Gully Endeavour Awards.
Although school graduation will look very different this
year, I am delighted that I can still recognise students
chosen by their schools who have shown great endeavour
throughout their entire school years, not just during
their graduating year. The Endeavour Award is for
students who have strived to do their best in all aspects

of their school lives, have been helpful towards other
students and staff, and have been great representatives
of their school.
I would like to wish all Grade Six students the very
best for their remaining weeks of their school year and
wish them well in their future schooling.

Nick Wakeling MP

KES Indigenous Plant Nursery is open once again!
Gully News photographer Barbara Oehring visited the
nursery to buy spring plants. Knox Environment Society
volunteers Shirley and Erica were happy to advise and
to pose for a Gully News photograph.
Throughout lockdown, essential staff have been
allowed on site for watering and care of plants so the
garden is well stocked for spring purchases. Customers
are welcome but safety regulations must be observed.
To assist with speedy sales and reduce contact time
at the nursery, it is advisable to check out the stock list
online to have an idea of what you want to purchase.
For more information on local species, see the Flora of
Knox database on the website: www.kes.org.au

The nursery is open Thursdays
10.00am – 4.00pm, and weekends
10.00am – 1.00pm. Please note: The
bridge off Burwood Hwy is currently
being rebuilt and is closed. Enter off
Glenfern Rd.

Photograph by Barbara Oehring.

Working hard for
our local community

Nick
Wakeling MP

Unit 4, 91 Dorset Road, Ferntree Gully 3156 | P: 9758 6011
nick.wakeling@parliament.vic.gov.au

www.nickwakeling.com.au

Funded from Parliament’s Electorate Office and Communications Budget.

STATE MEMBER FOR FERNTREE GULLY
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The Chinese Language School
The CAV Chinese Language School was established
by the Chinese Association of Victoria in 1982. It
offers a Chinese LOTE program from Prep to Year
12 classes accredited by the Victorian Department of
Education and Training. The guiding principle is to
provide a stimulating, supportive, challenging and safe
environment for the teaching and learning of Chinese

language using modern simplified Chinese characters
and references to Chinese culture. Music is included
in the multimodal teaching approach.
Location: 8 Ashley Street, Wantirna, VIC 3152
Telephone: 9800 3388 (Saturdays and Sundays only)
Hours: Saturdays and Sundays: 9:30am – 12:15pm
cavinc.com.au

Be a leader.
Become a
teacher.
Become a teacher to lead us into the
future, and inspire who comes next.

vic.gov.au/TeachTheFuture

CO-EDUCATIONAL | ELC TO VCE

Enrol now for 2021/2022

Sponsored by
Ferntree Gully
Rotary
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Eastern Ranges School celebrates graduation
Fifteen Year 12 students will graduate from Eastern
Ranges School in December 2020. This is an exciting
time for our students and families. With the challenges
of a global pandemic arising this year, we have been
forced to think of different ways to connect with post
school providers so that pathways could be explored.
Students, parents, staff and providers have become
experts at running and attending Zoom/ Microsoft
Teams/ WebEx meetings to learn about the range of
programs available at Day Services, School Leavers
Employment Supports (SLES) providers, supported
employment and TAFE.
The services we have connected with include
Knoxbrooke, Melba Services, OC Connections,
Monkami, Alpine Way Disability Services, Wallara,
Interchange Outer East, Onemda, Gre8, Alkira,
Blairlogie, Burke & Beyond, Scope, The Bridge,
JobFind, Nadrasca, Wise Employment, Kevin Heinze
Grow and Box Hill Institute.
Some of our students have had interviews with
services, others have started trials and some have begun
their transition to their new services for 2021.

We wish all of our graduates the very best of luck for
this new phase of their lives and know that their journey
into post school life will be exciting and filled with new
friends and opportunities.
Some of our Year 12 students have shared their
reflections of finishing school with us:
Kaleb (School Captain 2020) – I enjoyed school this
year and liked going to ‘Make n Bake’.
Thomas (School Captain 2020) – School has been
fun and school has been tough but school has always
been loud and fun!
Matthew B – I feel very good about leaving ERS. I
like Horticulture this year.
Kyhle – I liked ‘Make n Bake’ this year. I’m going to
Knoxbrooke Achieve next year.
Matthew M – 18 years of age and still don’t have my
P’s because the only thing I’m driving is myself insane!
Luke – I feel happy finishing school.
James – At Kevin Heinze Grow I feel… OK.

Karen Gieschen, Transition Coordinator
Shona Lord, Transition Support

Preps build bug hotels
Learning remotely gave the students at St John the
Baptist Primary School an opportunity to create
solutions for the wildlife in their local area and
backyards. Their responsibility as stewards of creation
continued to be fostered in this increasingly challenging
time, as families took on authentic home projects to take
action for a better future. Careful consideration and
planning went into curriculum design to ensure that
sustainability was embedded across the levels.
The Preps and their families were excited to be learning
about insects and bugs in their local environment as part
of their inquiry unit: ‘We need to care for the Earth
and all of God’s creation’. The children investigated
their local gardens and bushland areas to see what they
could find.
They learned that insects need shelter, food and water,
and wanted to help them by designing and building
prototypes and actual insect homes for them to live

in. Their drawings, designs and models have been
wonderful and the children have really engaged with
this science-based unit. Students used recycled materials
from around the house to make their bug hotels and a
sprinkle of creativity. Some families created bug hotels
made from branches and bamboo for their garden,
sharing the message with our community that all living
things are important. The Preps have learned about the
importance of insects as they pollinate blossoms, aerate
the soil, and control insect and plant pests.

Deborah Butler

Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully
Chartered in 1963

We have lots of experience in serving
the community with enthusiasm
Enquiries: Allan Tierney 0418 366 543
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Proudly sponsored by
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

The plan for recovery
Having restrictions lift is such a relief for all Victorians,
including locals in Knox. Although many are still in
place, after 100+ days of lockdown we can finally get
back to some form of normality.
Knox City Shopping Centre is bustling again, the
Burwood Highway congestion is back, businesses are
opening, people are getting back to work, and the
recovery is beginning.
Due to programs like JobKeeper we have avoided the
worst of the economic and jobs crisis here, but it has
still had a terrible impact on many in our community.
In Knox, 6,200 local businesses have had to be
supported by JobKeeper, which meant that had very
considerable declines in their revenue. I have had people
in tears having lost their job or seen their business
destroyed.
Equally, the mental health impact has been
extraordinary. Beyond Blue had a 77% increase in
presentations compared to the previous year. Eating
disorder presentations are up 40%.
This is the damage from which it will take time to
recover. It may take years. For those who lost loved
ones, the damage is irreparable.
Recovering from these restrictions, while maintaining
Covid safety, is now our urgent mission.

We have massively boosted our mental health funding
to support people. In particular, every person can now
get 20 Medicare funded counselling sessions, double
what it was previously. There is more money for Beyond
Blue, Headspace and Lifeline.
But we can all have a role here in reaching out to those
who we might know are struggling; connecting with
your neighbour and assisting where we can.
At the Federal Government level, we have also put
in place assistance to get the jobs back. Please look out
for these if you think they might be relevant to you.
It includes:
Incentives to hire young people who are out of week.
Up to $200 per week is available. This complements
the existing schemes to hire mature workers.
Encouraging businesses to invest and hire by allowing
them to write-off any asset immediately. This can really
boost cashflow. There is also a scheme to allow a loss to
be offset against profits in previous years.
Tax relief for 74,000 taxpayers in Knox, backdated
to 1 July this year. This is designed to put more money
into your pocket, which will then support further
consumption, particularly in the retail sector.
More funding for infrastructure, including for small
projects that Knox Council will manage.

For older Australians, please look out for the extra
payments if you are on a pension.
We will see these challenges out like Australians have
done many times before and on the other side we will
be stronger. But it will take time.
My office is here to support you as always. My office
has received thousands of calls and emails in recent
months from people seeking assistance. Please do not
hesitate to call.

Alan Tudge MP

Remembrance Day 2020
This year’s Remembrance Day looked a little different.
While we could not gather for the usual service at the
Tim Neville Arboretum’s Knox War Memorial, we
could still pause to remember from our own homes.
This year marked the 75th anniversary of the end of
WWII. Each year we mark Remembrance Day on the
11th of November at 11am, and pause to remember
those who sacrificed their lives for our freedom.

Lest we forget
They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted;
They fell with their faces to the foe.
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
Photo top right: Prime Minister Scott Morrison with
Minister Alan Tudge.
Right: Knox War Memorial. Photo by by Barbara Oehring

ALAN TUDGE MP
Federal Member for Aston
tudgeMP
9887 3890

alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au
www.alantudge.com.au

Authorised by Alan Tudge MP, Liberal Party of Australia. Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South VIC 3152

Sports page sponsored by
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

FTG Eagles Football Netball Club

Hasn`t 2020 become a major
disruption of our everyday way
of life as we know it!
Covid-19 impacting our lives
in a way that no-one could ever
have imagined, certainly has
galvanised the importance and
reliance of our communities,
clubs, workplaces, family and friends. Now that
restrictions in Victoria are starting to ease, we can see
some hope and light at the end of the tunnel with our
lives getting back to some sort of normality.
Haven’t we missed the little things, like going to the
football, having a meal at a restaurant, a beer at the pub,
and of course seeing our families and friends?
The Ferntree Gully Football and Netball Club
is determined to enhance its reputation of being a
meeting place and provider of healthy exercise for the
community, and to prosper post Covid-19.
With strong leadership in both senior and junior
areas, the Club is in great hands. I encourage all players,
members past and present and the wider Ferntree Gully
Community to get behind your Club. New members
and players are always welcome.
In its 128 year history, the Ferntree Gully Football
Netball Club has withstood recesses due to the Great
War in 1916, 1917, 1918 and 1919, and 1943 for the
second World War - and now of course in 2020, with
no football or netball being played due to a global
pandemic.

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club
2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully
Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888
www.ftgbowls.com.au
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St John’s Tennis Club – a
novel half season of tennis

The Knox District Night Tennis Association has come
up with a novel idea to get people back on the courts
after Season 2 had to be aborted in July with Covid
second wave lockdowns.
KDNTA has provided a draw for a six week interclub
competition. There are a few significant differences to
a normal season of course since Covid could still be
lurking. Participants must bring their own drink bottles,
club rooms are closed except for the change rooms and
toilets, and results will not be officially recorded. We will
miss the shared supper and socialising after the match
but it is a small price to pay for the joy of being back
on court these balmy evenings!
New members are always welcome. St John’s Tennis
Club is opposite Woolworths on Brenock Park Drive
and shares the St Joseph’s College entrance.
Contacts: Andrew Marshall for juniors 0402 290 454
I have no doubt the ‘Gully spirit’ will see us back
in 2021, continuing the history of this great club and or Secretary Pat Morgan 0400 188 508.
being an integral part of our community and beyond.
Beth Duffy, St John’s Tennis Club
Thoughts are with everyone during this unique time,
and hope you all stay safe.

Brad Wiseman Photo left: Anniversary event of the Football Club in 2019
Board Chairman wearing replications of the jumper worn in the 1949
Ferntree Gully Eagles Football Netball Club premiership year.

Ferntree Gully Cricket Club is ready for
summer competition
Whilst local winter sport has been sabotaged by
Covid-19, the Summer of Cricket gets underway with
our Juniors on the spooky date of Friday 13 November.
Although it will be five weeks later than usual, we are
just grateful to be back.
The Ferntree Gully Cricket Club has been working
diligently on our Covid safe plan and have been given
the all clear by Council to begin training at Wally Tew
Reserve.
The Junior section consists of Woolworths Blasters,
Master Blasters, All Abilities and under 12s, 13s, 14s and
16s teams. We would also love to have an all-girls side.

If your child is keen for a hit, don’t hesitate to call our
Junior Coordinator, Dave Morrison, on 0402 702 395.
Our Seniors consist of six sides. Back in the top grade
this season, our Ist XI are keen to mix it with the best
in our local competition. Call club legend and Life
Member Dean Glare on 0424 068 163 if you are keen
for a game.
We also have three Veterans sides. Our First Division
side is going for four flags in a row.
Hope to see you at The Gully!

David Morrison
Ferntree Gully Cricket Club

Our Bistro is open

Come and join us for a meal at the
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

Ferntree

For lunch
Tuesday to Friday
12.00pm to 2.00pm
On Sundays
12.00 to 2.00pm
And for dinner
Tuesday-Sunday
from 6.00pm
Closed Mondays
Gully News August 2016
For bookings ring 9753 5888
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The Hut Gallery
Whilst most of our member artists haven’t set foot in
the gallery since mid-March, we have not been idle.
It has been a good opportunity for many members
to try new art materials and tackle subjects that they
normally would not.
Pets are a popular subject lately, probably due to their
accessibility – although how you get dogs to stay still
is beyond me; our dog even looks away when I try to
take his photo!
We are looking forward to the gallery being open to
visitors again (with our new smooth, white walls!) and
have some exciting community events planned – more
on those further down the track.
In the meantime, we bring some art to you. Enjoy!
1. Wally by Christine Lacreole. Watercolour and ink
2. Horse by Rebecca Tregear. Liquid pencil
3. Don’t feed the Cat on the Table by John Dunne
4. Fairy Wren by Ross Waghorn

Shirley Dougan
President, Ferntree Gully Arts Society

Ferntree Gully Arts Society’s outdoor painting day at
Hamer Arboretum: sketch of Wendy by Glenda Guy.
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NOW OPEN IN FERNTREE GULLY

TRAINING

94-98 Station Street, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
Call 0405 662 799 or visit coachingzone.com.au
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Knox U3A 19
A challenging year
for U3A
U3A Knox Courses in 2021

After a very challenging year, U3A Knox is getting ready
for classes and activities in 2021. We hope that there
will be fewer Covid-19 interruptions than we had this
year, when we could only operate for two months. Some
classes were able to continue using Zoom and Skype. In
fact, the introduction of this technology will continue
next year. Certain classes are well suited to it and the
students and tutors wish to continue.
We intend to begin enrolment on Monday 30
November. A full list of classes and instructions on
how to enrol will be available on our website www.
u3aknox.org.au

U3A Knox 2020 Arts and Crafts
Showcase

U3A Knox is delighted to announce the winners of their
2020 Arts and Crafts Showcase.
•

The Art Shop ‘Best in Show’ Award: Renmark
Creek by Lyn Davies

•

People’s Choice Awards (joint first prize): Vibrant
Poppies by Daphne Ristic; Unreal by Daphne Ristic

•

Community Award (sponsored by Jackson Taylor
MP for Bayswater): Waiting by Susan Peters

Many thanks to everyone who viewed the Showcase
and voted for their favourites in the People’s Choice

awards. (Congratulations to Graham Gibson, the winner
of the voter’s lucky draw). We even have people view
and vote for entries from overseas in countries such as
England, Wales and Italy!
We would also like to thank our major sponsor, The
Art Shop, for providing and judging the Best in Show
award and for providing the People’s Choice first prize.
Our thanks also go to Jackson Taylor MP, State Member
for Bayswater, for providing the Community award
prize. We particularly appreciate their sponsorship and
support at this challenging time.

Lawrie Gaylard
President U3A Knox

About nurses
No doubt one of Dobson Ward’s, and especially Upper
Gully’s, special gems is the Angliss Hospital. Whether
you have attended there or not, it’s a nice, comfortable
feeling knowing that we have such a facility on our
doorstep. From rather modest beginnings it has grown
to become its own little metropolis, a testament to those
past and present who have worked so hard for it and
in it. It’s something that we all treasure.
On our daily commutes we drive past the complex a
number of times, and should we have our grandchildren
with us we always roll down the windows and the
little ones sing out, ‘Hello sick people. Hope you get
better soon. Hope you haven’t got a broken head,’ or
something silly. They all do it.
Hospitals are pretty special places, definitely places to
keep out of in normal circumstances but, once there,
life changes.
I had a little bad luck recently and ended up confined
for six weeks. In an instant I was transformed from a
reasonably strong, healthy, independent specimen to

being totally reliant on others for my existence. It is
indeed a humbling experience. I found myself lying
flat out on my back watching clouds scuttle across a
window-framed sky, and that little link to the outside
is the most important thing in the world.
And then there were my last week’s priorities. What
were they again? I could barely recall. They were
irrelevant. Those things that topped my list had fallen
off and were replaced with such matters as I wonder
how I am going to cope with the next few hours, or
wouldn’t it be nice to have a hot shower. Life had taken
on a new perspective.
And one more thing. About nurses. When you are at
your most vulnerable; when you are given completely
into some stranger’s hands; and when that stranger looks
after you and your very personal needs, and cares for
you with empathy, and makes you feel almost human
again – well, thank goodness for all nurses. What a
special breed you lot are. Very special.

Peter Stagg
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20 Faith Communities
Contact parishes for information
about services re-opening.
Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156
Tel. 9753 6522 – ftg.uca@gmail.com
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sean and Rachel Attard
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
www.stthomas.com.au
Tel.9758 0217
Email: sthomasuftg@bigpond.com
Vicar: Anne Kennedy
Sunday Services
8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Thoms Place Community Meal
10.00am-2.00pm Friday (not in January)
all are welcome for a cuppa and chat
with lunch served at 12 noon

Ferntree Gully Uniting
Church messages for
passersby
You may or may not have walked
past our church the last few weeks
and noticed that the cross has been
decorated with very professional
looking messages, quite unlike the
rather, let’s say, ‘unprofessional’
ones that I have put up in the past.
These new ones have been done by (and I know he
would hate me saying this) a very talented person in
our congregation, Ray Higgs.
They are designed to hopefully let people who pass by
know that we are ‘all in this together’, and are trying to
put into words and pictures our frustrations and worries
during this pandemic time.
We have tried to link our anxious thoughts about
the Covid lockdown with the words of hope that are
found in the New Testament, the first letter from Paul
to the church at Corinth, 1 Corinthians chapter 13,
which is probably one of the best known passages of
the New Testament. It is Paul’s inclusive and broad
understanding of love, and is often quoted at both
weddings and funerals. We hope Paul wouldn’t mind
us using it in this situation!
Overall, Ray did five messages. You can see by
the message shown here how a positive approach to
frustrations and concerns are met by Paul’s approach
to love:
‘Are we nearly there yet?’ But love says, ‘Be patient’.
‘Is there a future?’ Love says, ‘Never give up.’
So we do hope you have been getting something from
the messages as you’ve passed by – either something
to think about, or to give you and others hope in this
difficult but necessary time.

Pat Rivett

RAFT Anglican Church
(Rowville and Ferntree Gully Together)
131 Taylors Lane, Rowville
www.raftchurch.org.au
Tel: 9764 2573
Email: admin@raftchurch.org.au
Sunday services
8:30am Traditional
10:30am Family (includes kids & teen churches)
Senior Pastor: Hilton Jordan

My family and I love to view the Christmas lights each
year.
We especially enjoy the way some people go ‘all out’
to illuminate their houses and gardens.
It’s fantastic to see the brightness, the colour, and the
variety of lights. In the weeks leading up to Christmas,
our children always ask (nag) when we’re going to go
for a drive to see the lights. So we check the relevant
websites and then we drive around this area, and
sometimes further afield. We have some favourite
homes that we visit every year because their lights are
always so impressive.
Christmas is all about God bringing light into our
dark world. Our world is a very dark and difficult place
to live; we have so much evil, suffering, and sadness
to contend with. This year has reminded us of the
devastation that disease brings on people physically,
psychologically, socially, and financially. In the news, we
have also witnessed the devastation of racism, violence,
corruption, and selfishness.
Although they may make our world a better place,
things like politics, education, religion, medicine, and
charity cannot fully bring the peace, health, prosperity,
and life we all desire.
Only God can do that – and God began that change
when he sent his light into the world in the baby Jesus,
born on the very first Christmas Day. Jesus’ imminent
birth was described by his uncle Zechariah as ‘the tender
mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come
to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness
and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the
path of peace.’
And as a man Jesus described himself in these words:
‘I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.’
At Christmas we celebrate that God has sent his light
into our world to dispel the darkness.
You would be very welcome to join us for our
Christmas services this year, whether in-person or
online, so please do take a look at our website for details.
I wish you a merry Christmas, and I hope you will
enjoy the Christmas lights with me.
May your Christmas be very bright, filled with the
light that God has given us in Jesus!

Hilton Jordan

From St Thomas Anglican Church,
Upper Gully

Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

For current service times please see the website www.
stthomas.com.au
While numbers are restricted, please phone the Vicar,
Rev’d Anne Kennedy on 0429 123 478 to make sure a
seat is kept for you. Thom’s Place Community Lunch
is not available at the present time.
Photo by Barbara Oehring
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The joy of Christmas
lights
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21

A distinct Diwali 2020
For Shree Swaminarayan Temple in Boronia, the festival
of Diwali was different this year. Diwali is a five-day
festival celebrating the triumph of light over dark,
knowledge over ignorance and good over evil. Diwali is
usually celebrated by families and friends in the home
and also in the temple with oil lamps (Diya). Flowers,
lights, ornaments for the deities and traditional Indian
sweets are prepared to welcome the New Year which
follows Diwali.
Diwali this year was unique. To maintain the
auspiciousness of this festival, the team at Shree
Swaminarayan Temple Melbourne, underwent an array
of brainstorming to execute this event in keeping with
Victorian Covid-19 restrictions. With the support of the
Victorian government, various activities were offered to
the community to celebrate virtually.
The event was spread over two weekends. Keeping

Covid-19 in mind, a presentation from Indian
Ayurvedic clinicians who had treated Covid patients in
India was presented. Yoga sessions were delivered from
certified experts, cooking classes were enjoyed and even
an art and crafts session was zoomed for children.
There is no joy like dancing. Several cultural
performances ranged from little ones dressed in cultural
costumes to kids’ choirs and youth showcasing a variety
of talent. These were pre-recorded and broadcast with
the aid of the internet.
Traditionally, the day after Diwali is Annakut
(mountain of food) and New Year. In the temple
everyone gathers to prepare scrumptious food varieties
with a pyramid-like presentation. From savoury to sweet
to baked goodies, it’s all prepared with love and faith
and then offered to the Lord for his blessings. After this,
to signify the New Year’s tradition, a meet and greet

Enjoying nature within 5km
Having a garden to put my hands into has never meant
more than in this lockdown. Ever since I was a small
girl I knew how much I loved plants. Perhaps you too
were like me – out walking and spotting some plant, and
wanting to take a piece home to put in my little garden.
We lived on a flower farm and there was no
consideration for ornamental plants as such. If it did
not make money, it was not important. Nevertheless I
was given a spot at the side of the house, by the
steps of the verandah. Looking at photos, I see I was
about ten. Today of course gardens have come a long
way and you can no longer just grab a cutting because
people spend a lot of money to get what they enjoy in
their gardens.
Giving plants has never been more enjoyable than in
this lockdown. I prune and put cuttings on the naturestrip and then enjoy watching someone walking away
happy with a piece of a plant. Anything overcrowding in
my garden, I pot up for friends and family when they can
visit again. I have always been happy to share what is in
my garden and had many cuttings given me.

People are starting to get sick of walking within five
kilometres of their homes, but I constantly stop in
my tracks and think to myself, 'How beautiful', even
though I have passed that way countless times before.
How easily we glide through this world taking most of
God's creative genius for granted. For fleeting moments
I glimpse the grandeur of God. I suppose it is in those
brief moments that I am most inspired. It is then that
I stop and think to myself of God's greatness with
gratitude. And of course I am very aware now that I live
in a beautiful place like Ferntree Gully, where enjoying
nature's beauty can be visually satisfying, mentally
stimulating and emotionally relaxing.
While living life in the midst of nature's beauty, along
with the uncertainties of life with Covid-19, I pray we
will come out at the end, renewed, to continue the life
that God has so generously granted to us.

takes place. This year an online session where everyone
could meet each other was organised. With the help of
volunteers, all the offerings made during Annakut, were
delivered to over 250 households.
The ceremony was beautifully ended with blessings
from India of our spiritual leader, His Holiness Acharya
Shree Koshalendraprasadji Pande, who explained that
challenging times bring out creativity and do not
necessarily prevent us from having a good time.
Currently, the temple at 69 Wadhurst Drive, Boronia
3155 is open every day to everyone. Should you want
to learn more, visit their website https://swaminarayan.
melbourne/ or phone 9884 0925.
You can also participate in a tour organised by Knox
Interfaith Network https://www.knoxinterfaith.org.
au/tours.html

Atul Varsani and Harshil Siyani
Shree Swaminarayan Temple

RAFT Anglican Church
2020 Christmas Services
Sunday 20 December 6:00pm - Christmas Carols Service
Thursday 24 December 6:00pm - Family Christmas
Eve Service
Thursday 24 December 11:00pm - Communion
Christmas Eve Service
Please visit our
webpage for further
details and livestreaming information
(www.raftchurch.org.
au) or call: 03 9764
2573

Lia Unmack

CONFUSED ABOUT SELLING?
Call GRAEME
Licensed Real Estate Agent and
Auctioneer
45 years of professional
Real Estate experience

Graeme Moody & Associates
Mob: 0412 609 242
Email: graememoody27@gmail.com
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Your community contacts
Knox Baseball Club Gilbert Park David Rice 0419 330 323
www.knoxbaseball.com.au

Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com
FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery, www.thehutgallery.
wordpress.com, Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. David Morrison 0402 702 395
playing at Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Anne McPherson 9801 2771, fourth
Mondays, Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association 9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677
Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup frplaygroup@gmail.com .
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457 460 313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed
thegullymensshed@gmail.com
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm

You are what this book is all about!
Don’t miss purchasing your copy of Ferntree Gully
News, Scenes and Stories, 2009-17, a recently
published collection of stories and photographs
sourced from the first 50 issues of this newspaper.
This beautifully crafted book offers a unique
This book is a selection of stories and photographs gathered
from the first fifty individual
issues of the communityand
newspaper,
portrait of people,
groups, in
Ferntree Gully News.
Part personal
stories,
especially of migrants
who ‘made
a
a special place
and
time.The
high
standard
of
home in the Gully’, part celebration of some of Victoria’s
oldest sports and arts groups, part evocations of a special
the production
also
enhances
the
many
quality
place facing twenty-first century change, the book form gives
some permanence to the ephemeral nature of a bi-monthly
newspaper.
photographs that
originally appeared on newsprint.
It does more than this. Launched only months after the
The book makes
excellent
gift
toFerntree
anyone new
devastationan
of Black
Saturday bushfires
in 2009,
Gully News has reported local stories around the underlying
agenda ofto
maintaining
community
in an ‘edge’ place,
to Ferntree Gully,
former
residents
or
to friends
between the forested slopes of the Dandenong Ranges and
the increasingly urbanised fringes of the city of Melbourne.
and family overseas.
Follow the story of the newspaper as it gathers confidence
over eight years, or dip in anywhere to enjoy the
Purchasing information
conversations of a generous and engaged community.
Ferntreee Gully News – Scenes and Stories, 2009-17
Priced at $15, copies can be purchased either by
cash, eftpos or credit card payment from: Mountain
District Learning Centre Office, 13-15 The Avenue,
FTG. And from Ferntree Gully News Agency 2/69
Station Street, Ferntree Gully.
ISBN 978-0-646-99159-7

9 780646 991597 >
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Knox Community Gardens Society Inc. Mobile 0490 970
722 knoxcommunitygardens@gmail.com
Knox District Woodworkers Club Lynette Hartley 9758
9605
Knox Environment Society www.kes.org.au
Knox Exercise & Social Group.
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Heart Support
Ian Andrews: 0448 888 155
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays 1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary: 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library 10am-12pm Fridays and Saturdays
0424 265 790
Life Activities Club Knox Carol 9727 2726
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garvey 0400 823 441,
1st and 3rd Wednesday
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-11.30am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday,
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG Secretary Graeme Aspinall gas95992@
bigpond.net.au Thursdays 6.45pm
Rowville Seniors Sports 9763 7400
St John’s Tecoma Cricket Club. Talaskia Reserve. Mark
0404 029 418 stjohnstecomacc.com
U3A Knox 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club, Kings Park. Kim
Winters 0409 559 800. www.uftgcc.com.au
Upwey Country Music Graham 03 5964 8298

Here & There Makers – new bigger
store space
We are really looking forward to welcoming you back
into our store. If you’ve been following our social pages
you will be aware we have leased the front half of the
space to greatly expand the shop. We have been working
very hard to put it all together and we’ve expanded the
product range in many areas including hair and beauty,
soaps, cards, ingredients, refills, oils and books. We
have lots of new ideas for Christmas, including super
cute toys and a whole bunch of new Fair Trade products
from Second Chance.
We are now super easy to spot with our new shop
front signage facing Boronia Road.
We thank you, our ever loyal customers, for
supporting us during the lockdown from all over
Australia. Of course if you visit we will be Covid-safe
and follow all the guidelines, and we ask that you do
too, wearing a mask when you come in.
See you soon!

Michelle Gates

MDLC Mullets for Mental Health

As the second lockdown began, Jack, Dylan and Adrian
(photo above), students from the MDLC Foundation
VCAL class, volunteered to join Mullets for Mental
Health. Their aim was to raise $500 in support of
the Black Dog Institute’s fundraiser for mental health
research.
Their teacher Cymone pledged that if they reached
their donation goal she would cut her hair into a
mullet. Until then, she (wisely?) continued growing it
in preparation.
One in five people will experience symptoms of
mental illness at some point in their life. In Australia
that is around 5 million people. Around 60% of those
people won’t seek professional help/advice that is
needed for them. Mental health is not talked about
enough, which is why MDLC’s Foundation VCAL is
supporting the Mullets for Mental Health fundraiser.
During the fundraiser the MDLC Foundation VCAL
class posted ISO survival ideas (things to keep them
busy in isolation) on their Facebook and Instagram
pages.

Post Office
FTG Licensed Post Office _____ O5
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65-67 Station Street 9758 7822
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Accountants
Gusner & Associates ________ K5
81 Station Street 9758 5888

Arts and Crafts
Joe’s Picture Framing Gallery__ K2
50 Forest Road 9758 0001/0426 885 774

The Hut Gallery ___________ D3
157 Underwood Road 9758 8955

ATMs
67 Station Street __________ O5
3/107 Station Street_________ I6
47 Forest Road, at Apollo Fuel__ G3
Automotive Services
Apollo Fuel ______________ G3
47 Forest Road 9758 0333

Rohde Smash Repairs_______ H3
41 Forest Road 9758 2081

Bakeries
Alpine Street Bakery _______ K3
12 Alpine Street

Ferngully Bakery __________ H5
100 Station Street
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Cafés
121 Station Street Cafe______ E7
121 Station Street 0434 959 255

Chandelier Wine Lounge_____ F7
1/115 Station Street 0478 100 205

Kyra’s Café _______________J3
17 Alpine Street 0458 345 382

Salte ___________________J3
9 Alpine Street 9756 0306

Railyard Espresso___________ I5
36 Forest Road 0431 311 152

Rapture ________________ H3
1/41 Forest Road 9758 4966

Clothing Services
Ferntree Gully Dry Cleaning___ O5
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Paddy’s Tavern ___________ M2
34 Forest Road 9752 3081

8

Supermarkets
Ferntree Gully IGA _________ H6
Food and liquor

9

Foodworks _______________J3

3/107 Station Street 9752 3999
11-13 Alpine Street 9758 7100

Rave Hair & Beauty _________J7

Takeaway Food
Chook Station ____________ F7

Va Hair Do _______________J3

Gully Fish Shop ____________ I5

1/101 Station Street 9758 8076

2/115 Station Street 9753 6266

5 Alpine Street 9758 9933

92 Station Street 9758 3972

Health and Fitness
Coaching Zone ___________ H5

10/101 Station Street 9752 3237

94-98 Station Street 0405 662 799

Denture Clinic ____________ G3
5/170 Underwood 9758 6835

Ferntree Gully Foot Clinic _____J4
1/1 Alpine Street 9753 6222

Forest Road Chiropractic _____ K2
48 Forest Road 9758 8522

Gully Physiotherapy Clinic_____J4

Fat Chef’s Pizzeria __________J7
Fish & Chips on Station Street _ M5
71 Station Street 9758 1618

Italianissimo ____________ M2
36 Forest Road 1300 909 666

Other Services
Cherry Gay Florist __________ I3
35-37 Forest Road 9758 3721 / 9758 2619

Cignall__________________J6

Lux Teeth Whitening _______ D8

Frock Up Dancewear________ F7

Mountain View Denture Clinic_ D8

117 Station Street 9758 2242

123 Station Street 0447 648 484

Internet Laundrette_________J3

Next Level Fitness _________ F3

7 Alpine Street 04193 67267

1-3/170 Underwood Road 9753 5781

Mark’s Quality Shoe Repairs __ M5

Serene Body Therapy _______ E8

Gully Tattoo _____________ G5

Station 75B Massage Shop ___ M5

Knoxbrooke Basecamp _______ I5

75B Station Street 0412 588 165/9758 3860

88 Station Street 9758 3666

Sunflower Massage ________ M5

Loans One ______________ E3

Yoga Balance ____________ K3

Mae Collard School of Music ___J3

129 Station Street

73 Station Street 9758 4269

Hair and Beauty
Andrey Continental Gents Hair__J7

Ferntree Gully Newsagency___ O5

Beyond Bella Hair & Beauty___ P2

Julian Wood Bookseller _____ O5

Capelli Hair Studio __________J7

109 Station Street 1300 489 434

3/101 Station Street 9758 6551
52 Forest Road 9778 3414

11/101 Station Street 9758 8554

Cake Decorations
Jennifer Anne’s Cakes ________ I6

5/1 Alpine Street 9758 8555

Kypri & Co Unisex Hair Design __ I4
Nature’s Beauty Secrets ______ J
6/101 Station Street 9758 9122

125 Station Street 0437 386 738

127 Station Street 0412 058 0798

83 Station Street 0416 646 797

2/101 Station Street 9753 6776

Community Hub __________ 8B
2 Francis Crescent (IFTI) 9778 3617

FTG Gifts & Accessories Smoke __ I3
3/1 Alpine Street 0402 335 962

Foothills Veterinary Clinic ____ L7
5/101 Station Street 9752 3555
100B Station Street 9758 0565

6/170 Underwood Road 1300 524 472

14 Alpine Street 9762 6069

15 Alpine Street 0411 718 422

Opp Shops
Angliss Hospital Opp Shop____ K6

13-15 The Avenue 9758 7859

4/101 Station Street

Hills Church Opp Shop_______ K3
18 Alpine Street 9758 1201

Mountain District Learning Centre O9
Pick Me Up Mowers ________ L2
44 Forest Road 9752 3380

Supermutts Dog Grooming ___ K3
20 Alpine Street 9758 3458

Pharmacy
Ferntree Gully Pharmacy _____J6
85 Station Street 9758 2020
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This Directory appears courtesy of Ferntree Gully Village Traders Inc. Every effort has been made to keep it up to date (17/9/2020).
Traders please report changes to gullynews@gmail.com
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1/69 Station Street 9752 2588

1/107 Station Street 9758 0990

L

42 Forest Road 9752 3443

Empire Wash_____________ E7

Books, Records, News
Captain Stomp New Vinyl Records_ L2
2/69 Station Street 9758 1343

Mumbai Grill_____________ L2

113 Station Street 9758 1818

2/1 Alpine Street 9758 9111

Banking
Bendigo Bank ____________ O5

46 Forest Road 9752 3740

4

36-40 Forest Road 9758 4829

2/69 Station Street (Newsagency) 9758 1343

Computer Services
IT WIFI _________________ G7

67 Station Street 9756 0332

Loi Eng Restaurant ________ E7
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Flame Trees Burger Bar _____ L2
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Ferntree Gully
Station

2/107 Station Street 9758 6464/0433 231 47
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Restaurants
Ferntree Thai ____________ H6

ge trade

