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Gone is our summer
of roses and wine . . .
In February the amphitheatre at the
Tim Neville Arboretum came into its
own as families flocked to a Summer
Fair (page 17).
The Knox Festival, a few weeks later,
was voted the ‘best yet’ (pages 14-15).

But now the world
has changed
Every day brings notices of events
cancelled in the attempt to ‘flatten
the curve’ of the pandemic. As the
public spaces lie empty, awaiting our
return, we try to work out how to
‘keep a distance but stay connected’.
Photos by Barbara Oehring.
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Home Page
From the editor

Love in a time of corona virus
One aim of Ferntree Gully News is to celebrate
the good news of people and groups in Ferntree
Gully – from the Mountain Gate up into the
Dandenong Ranges.
We thought this issue was to be a celebration
of community events over the summer and a
packed list of What’s On this autumn.
How wrong we were.
Not wrong to celebrate the summer festivals,
though now they seem like a precious dream.
And beautiful spaces sit empty under the
autumn sun.
Ferntree Gully News was launched in September
2009 soon after the Black Saturday bushfires.
In the editorial of issue No.1 we said
‘Those who deal with international disasters
report that places with strong community
links survive better in an emergency than those
without such links. An important element
in strengthening a community is a volunteer
newspaper where people can share the good
news stories and initiativies that make Ferntree
Gully a safe and beautiful place to be.‘
Now, as pandemic looms, no longer so safe.
Instead this is the time to draw on our deepest
community resources, our connections and
concerns for each other. Although the doors
to community premises are closed and public
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gatherings to be avoided, we can still think
about those around us and use imagination to
offer support and encouragement.
So far at least we still have the chance to walk,
to hear birdsong and to see the flash of myriad
colours as the singers dart amongst the trees.
Community contacts are listed on page 23.
Websites and facebook pages of groups and
businesses will keep us updated. Where possible
we ask you to support our advertisers through
this difficult time.
Anne Boyd and Beverley Mills
See www.ferntreegullynews.com
for further information and updates

Where to pick up your paper
Ferntree Gully News will be available at pick up points at
supermarkets and other essential businesses that remain
open in shopping Centres at Mountain Gate, Ferntree
Gully Village, Gateway shopping in Burwood Highway,
Upper Ferntree Gully and Upwey.
We are not expecting to achieve all our usual letterbox
deliveries although some walkers wish to continue.
See the website ferntreegullynews.com for updates
on distribution and other news.

Note on advertisers

Most of our ads are standard information for normal
business. We suggest you contact them for updates on
current closures. Some restaurants and cafes are offering
take away only. Please continue to support them.

You can place your full colour
advert in this space (60mm high x
80mm wide) for as little as $65.00
Gully News is a not-for-profit
community newspaper. Publishing
six times a year, 10,000 copies and we
depend on advertising to pay printing
costs.
See ferntreegullynews.com for more
sizes and prices

A keen Ferntree Gully News team took part in the Barefoot
Bowls Tournament fundraiser organised by Ferntree Gully
Community Bendigo Bank.

Ferntree Gully News

Advertisements

www.ferntreegullynews.com
Email: gullynews@gmail.com
Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm
or by appointment
Tel.: (03) 9758 3056
(Tuesdays or leave a message)
Ferntree Gully News is a volunteer-produced
community newspaper published by Mountain
District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully,
Victoria. 3156
Tel: (03) 9758 7859
Ferntree Gully News was launched in 2009 by Mountain
District Learning Centre in collaboration with Ferntree
Gully Village Traders Inc. Published six times a year, the
paper aims to build and strengthen community
by reporting the stories of people and groups
in Ferntree Gully.

Ferntree Gully News relies on advertising revenue to
pay for printing.
Promote your business and support the community by
advertising in Ferntree Gully News
Prices begin at $65.00 inc. GST for an ad size 60mm
deep x 80mm wide
See website for sizes and prices
Email Pam McConnell: gullynews@gmail.com
Copy and publication dates 2020
No. 64 Copy date 13 March Publication 3 April
No. 65 Copy date 8 May
Publication 29 May
No. 66 Copy date 10 July
Publication 31 July
No. 67 Copy date 11 Sep
Publication 2 Oct
No. 68 Copy date 30 Oct
Publication 20 Nov
ABN 20 093 868 002
Disclaimer: The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are
not necessarily those of the supporting organisations unless
acknowledged as such. No endorsement of products and services
is implied by the listing of advertisers and sponsors. While every
effort is taken to print contributions accurately, the publishers
take no responsibility for errors.

Community News
Message from the Mayor of Knox – Cr Nicole Seymour

3
Dated 11 March

No need to panic buy either

As I contemplate the month past and look forward to
the weeks and months ahead, there is much to share
with you from the Mayoral desk.
There is no shying away from the challenges our
community have shouldered over recent months. As if
the bushfires were not crippling enough, the Corona
Virus is really testing our resilience. Rest assured,
Council is well positioned to manage any immediate
impacts within Knox, especially for those groups
identified as being the most vulnerable. Council’s
Emergency Management Team are in regular contact
with the Department of Health and Human Services
and we are well positioned to enact our pandemic plan.

Knox is a healthy community

We live in a region that has excellent air quality (the
outer east is often referred to as the lungs of Melbourne)
and we have ready access to fresh drinking water. Our
neighbourhoods are characterised by well-treed open
spaces, a natural filter. By maintaining one’s personal
hygiene by thoroughly washing hands, being sensible where the risk of exposure to the virus is high (referred
when it comes to managing coughs, runny noses and to as ‘social distancing’) then you should be able to see
sneezing, and avoiding putting yourself in situations this through.

Be practical and resourceful – for example: if there’s no
toilet paper, it’s not the end of the world – someone
will have a roll or two to spare or if worst comes to
worst do as they did generations ago and use a cloth
that can be washed. I also encourage people to be kind
and considerate during this time where fear is being
recklessly encouraged, especially if you know of older
vulnerable residents living in your street. They may not
have the same resources as you and could do with a
helping hand in times like this. Finally, if you experience
any symptoms, please take it seriously. Stay home and
call 1800 675 398 for advice. You can also source up
to date information at the following website – www.
dhhs.vic.gov.au/novelcoronavirus
I am hopeful that we will work through the immediate
health and economic challenges we face by rallying
together as a community.
We are strong. We are resilient. We are Knox.

Cr Nicole Symour, Mayor of Knox
and Tirhatuan Ward Councillor
M: 0427 245 834 E: nicole.seymour@knox.
vic.gov.au Facebook: @CrNicoleSeymour

Knox Council announces further closures
On 19 March Knox Council announced the closure
of the Civic Centre Customer Counter as well as Arts,
Sports and Leisure Centres. Libraries are also closed.
Mayor Nicole Seymour said the closures would be in
effect until further notice.
‘This decision was not taken lightly but evidence
overwhelmingly supports a proactive approach,’ said
Mayor Seymour.
‘We are monitoring the situation and taking any
necessary actions based on DHHS advice and risk
assessments.’
Council is working to keep local groups informed
and assist in communicating with members and
participants. In many cases, these organisations have
already cancelled activities or events held at the closing
facilities. Mayor Seymour emphasised the importance

of community support and unity at this time.
‘We acknowledge that this may be an inconvenience
for some residents and that some requests may
experience longer than usual wait times. We appreciate
the community’s patience as we work through this
evolving situation and focus on prioritising continued
delivery of essential services as well as ongoing support
for the most vulnerable in our city,’ Mayor Seymour
said.
Council has implemented work-from-home
arrangements where possible across the organisation,
to reduce non-essential social contact amongst staff
and between Council staff and the community. Live
streaming of public Council meetings was due to
begin on 30 March. Check the website for this and for
continuing updates www.knox.vic.gov.au
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Village News

IT WIFI generously supports Interchange Outer East ANZAC Commemorative
Ceremony and ANZAC
A local Ferntree Gully IT repair
company, IT WIFI, has presented
Day Dawn Service
Interchange Outer East (IOE) with
a cheque for $700 after a year of
cancellation
fundraising for the disability support
organisation. The presentation took
place on a beautiful sunny evening at
the Cameo Cinema, Belgrave as IOE
staff, volunteers and families gathered
for a special screening of a film about
a young boy with Down Syndrome.
Sam Elsaady, owner of IT WIFI,
was joined by his colleague Melissa
Birkett to present the cheque to the
Interchange Outer East General Manager, Belinda
James and Marketing Manager Faye Lougheed.
Mr Elsaady said, ‘It’s a pleasure to have been invited
here this evening to join so many of the wonderful
Interchange Outer East staff, volunteers and families.
For the last year, the IT WIFI team have been proudly
fundraising to support Interchange Outer East and their
fantastic work within the local community. Over the

last 12 months, IT WIFI has donated $10 with every
Windows 7 upgrade we’ve undertaken for customers
– and I am delighted to be able to present this cheque
this evening for a total of $700!’
Ms James thanked Mr Elsaady for his generous
donation and stated the money raised will help send
two families on an IOE camp holiday.
To find out more about Interchange Outer East,
search https://www.ioe.org.au/

Thanks to Ning and team
Regular customers of IGA in Ferntree Gully Village
will join us in thanking manager Ning and her team
for their untiring support and cheerfulness in the recent
very difficult days for any supermarket.
The words, ‘What would we do without you?’ take
on a whole new meaning.

PC, Mac, Laptop + Printer
Repairs, Sales + Upgrades
•
•
•
•

Troubleshooting
Computer Setup
Printer Setup
Email + Internet Setup

•
•
•
•

Data Backup + Recovery
Virus + Spyware Removal
Software Install
Ink Cartridges and Refills

109 Station St, Ferntree Gully

1300 489 434
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Unfortunately Boronia RSL has had to cancel the
planned Commemorative Day March and ANZAC
Day Dawn Service this year.
As everyone is no doubt aware this has been brought
about by the escalating spread of the Corona Virus
throughout Australia.
Hopefully this can be bought under control in the
near future and life can get back to normal again.
Boronia RSL looks forward to inviting everyone to
join them for the Remembrance Day Service at the Tim
Neville Arboretum in November.
We thank you for your understanding.

Ian Roberts
Secretary Boronia RSL Sub Branch Inc

ANZAC Day Dawn Walk and Watch
in the Quarry Park cancelled

The organisers of the Quarry Park Dawn Watch,
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association and
Mountain District Learning Centre, regret the
cancellation of the event this year. April 25 will still be
a day for us to remember privately all those who gave
their lives in service of our country.

Community Bank
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20 Years of community support for the Knox Community Bank Group!
The Knox Community Bank Group is pleased to
announce the 2020 Community Grants Program
is open and taking applications from NFPs and
community groups.
The Community Grants Program is available to
customers of the Knox Community Bank Group. It
is used by community-based organisations to gain
additional support for projects they would not be able
to fund on their own.
This year the Knox Community Bank Group is
focused on funding projects that provide a tangible
benefit to the community, support volunteer groups,
help stage local events and projects that improve local
facilities.
‘We are thrilled to be celebrating twenty years of
community support and banking in Ferntree Gully,
Rowville, and more recently in Caribbean Park.
‘Our Community Grants program is our way of saying
‘thank you’ to the local community for supporting us
merely by banking with us! Your support has played a
significant role in making the Ferntree Gully & Rowville
Community Bank branches and the Caribbean Park
(cashless) Branch the success they are today,’ said Etienne
Clauw, Board Chair.
The Knox Community Bank Group has invested
more than $2.5 million back into the local community,
from the profits of people, businesses, and organisations
banking locally with them!
As well as being an essential source of funding to
support and strengthen the community, the Knox
Community Bank Group delivers excellent banking
and financial services and provides local jobs.
Applications for the 2020 Community Grants
Program will close at 5 pm on 1 May 2020. If you would
like more information, please visit: https://kcbg.com.
au/services/community-grant-program/

Chairman’s message
In these unprecedented times,
we want to let you know what
we are doing, to support our
team, our customers, and our
community to get through the
uncertainties we all face.
We understand that now,
more than ever, as the
community transitions to
increased work from home
arrangements, as events and
travel are curtailed, and as
social distancing is needed, everyone is counting on their
ability to access funds online and via our three branches.
We are determined to do whatever it takes to continue
to provide you with exceptional support and service so
you can concentrate on your family’s wellbeing.
Our number one priority is the safety and peace of

If you’re worried you may have been exposed to
mind of our customers and staff. Our Ferntree Gully
& Rowville Community Bank Branches will remain Coronavirus or are showing symptoms, you can contact
open and our Branch teams are there to support you. the Coronavirus Health Information Line on 1800 020
In the interest of public health, we’re asking you to 080 (24/7).
Let’s continue to work together and get through this
please not enter our branches if:
challenging time.
• You have returned from overseas within the last
14 days
Etienne Clauw
• You have knowingly been in contact with someone
Chair
who has been diagnosed with Coronavirus
(COVID-19) or has returned from overseas within
the last 14 days
• You’re displaying flu-like symptoms
Please call our Ferntree Gully Community Bank
Branch on (03) 9756 0332 or our Rowville Community
Bank Branch on (03) 9755 8611 our team is on hand
to help with your banking needs via phone.

Ferntree Gully News April 2020
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Community News

Celebrating the foundation of scouting
On Sunday 23 February, 70 or more Cubs, aged between
7 and 10 years of age, and Cub Leaders came together at
Kilsyth Centenary Pool to celebrate Lord Robert Baden
Powell’s (BP) birthday on the water. BP, the founder of
scouting, was born in England on 22 February 1857.
As a consequence of his experiences in the British Army,
serving in India and Africa, BP wrote a series of books
that captivated a generation of boys. In 1907, BP held
the very first Scout camp at Brownsea Island … and
thus Scouting began.
This morning’s event involved ‘round robin’ activity
bases in the outdoor area. Cubs, in teams of six,
brandished creative team names like Terminator,
Boronia Barracudas, and Glazed Donuts. Up for grabs
was the round robin trophy! Teams were able to earn
points for sportsmanship, team work and race placing.
The Cubs rotated through three bases twice. Base 1
taught water safety, the buddy system and water rescues.
Base 2 featured water relay races, including coloured
ball relay, ‘rob the nest,’ boogie board relay and lots
more. Base 3 ran land relay races. For example, the
Cubs had to run with a cup of water which had holes
in it, and try to fill up a bucket in a relay formation. In
another race the Cubs had to land wet sponges into a
bucket. Much laughter could be heard! The Cubs were
constantly watching out for the leaders who were ‘armed’
with water pistols!
Congratulations go to 4th Knox Cub Pack on winning
the ‘round robin trophy!’
Local Scout groups include 4th Knox, 8th Knox and
1st Ferntree Gully. Come and try three nights for free
and join in the fun! Scouting is for youth from age 6 to
26 years. After 26 lots of fun is to be had by becoming
a leader.
If you are interested in trying Scouting go to http://
www.vicscouts.com.au/join-us.html

Nicole Klep
District Leader Cub Scouts

Knox Woodworkers children’s workshop
The Knox Woodworkers were at the Knox Festival
recently with the kids’ corner activities. To see the
look on the kids’ faces was so satisfying. They were
so proud to have constructed a toy with a little
help from our members. It was well worth the
effort that members put in preparing the various
kits on offer.. This is just one of the aspects of our
club. We are a happy lot of people.
For more information please visit our website:
knoxwoodies.org.au
email: secretary@knoxwoodies.org.au or phone:
9758 4849

Bill Ireland
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Monash Freeway upgrades set to start
Big upgrades will begin this month on the Monash
Freeway. The upgrades, including extra lanes, will ease
congestion and cut travel time for the thousands of
Knox locals who use the freeway every day.
The most important improvements for Knox residents
will be extra lanes between Warrigal Road and Eastlink
outbound and extra lanes between Eastlink and
Springvale Road inbound. These are heavily congested
parts of the road that many of you would travel on
every day.
Because of the importance of these upgrades for
commuters from the east and south east of Melbourne,
last year I announced with the Prime Minister that the
Federal Government would provide $184 million of
extra funding to get this project started sooner. This
means the project is now scheduled to be finished in
2022 and will create 1,000 jobs in the process.
I know the length of time to build these projects
can be frustrating, it certainly frustrates me too, but
disruptions from this roadwork should be minimal.
Overnight lane closures are expected throughout the
construction but the freeway will remain fully open
during peak times. I will continue to keep you updated
on the project as it progresses.
Next on my agenda is the Dorset Road extension
and duplication of Napoleon Roads. We have money
locked into the federal budget for this and I am

negotiating with the state transport minister over the
implementation schedule. This is a big project - $130
million all up. I will keep you informed about this
one as it progresses, as I know that it is important to
many of you.

As usual I will keep you updated on all our local
projects through Facebook, email and letterbox. Thanks
for your patience and support as we get this project and
other local projects done.

The Honorable Alan Tudge MP
Federal Minister for Citizenship and
Multicultural Affairs

Revamping the Knox Toy Library
Thanks to the Knox City Council Community
Development Fund the Knox and District Toy Library
has experienced a major revamp.
The works have been completed over six stages,
commencing in 2017 and finishing in February 2020
with the installation of signage. The majority of the
work was undertaken in October 2019, whilst the toy
library closed for three weeks. Brand new shelving has
been installed throughout the library, and there is a
range of capital improvements including new heating
and flooring.
They say it takes a village to raise a child. In this case,
it takes a village of volunteers to update a toy library.
The toy library was supported by a Knox City Council
Community Development Fund Grant, a Stronger
Communities Programme grant and locally by Alphie

Wong from Harcourts Rowville. Ferntree Gully Rotary
Club helped out at working bees and of course, members
have been hugely supportive as works were finalised..
The library now has an inviting space where toys
are easy to find. Families can come, play and stay and
connect with other local families.
About the toy library:
The Knox Toy Library has been an integral community
service to the families of Knox for the past 42 years. The
library aims to support the development of children
through play, and does so by providing access to more
than 2500 funfilled, educational and age-appropriate
toys for loan at an affordable cost.
The children who use our service are predominantly
aged between birth and six years. Our membership fees

are kept low so that all children in the Knox community
and surrounding areas can have access to quality toys
regardless of their socioeconomic background.
For further information go to knoxtoylibrary.org.au

ALAN TUDGE MP
Federal Member for Aston
tudgeMP
9887 3890

alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au
www.alantudge.com.au

Authorised by Alan Tudge MP, Liberal Party of Australia. Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South VIC 3152
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Volunteer Drivers Needed.

Make a difference in
the community.

Looking for a rewarding and meaningful
volunteer experience where you can
give back in your spare time?
Volunteer drivers support local seniors by:
Providing crucial transport services
Promoting independence & socialisation
Supporting health and wellbeing
Brightening the day of our clients
Find out more at www.bridgescc.com.au
Email or call: lynm@bridgescc.com.au on
9763 9700
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Mountain District Learning Centre
My participation in the
MDLC Wild Program
Some of the students and the teachers from Mountain
District Learning Centre participated in the Wild
Program. I would recommend this program to other
young people who want to go out and try some new
activities and have fun.
The program provides young people with a safe
space where they can get to go out and try new activities
with other people. The activities include river sledding,
rafting, caving and abseiling.
I took part in four activities that were held in February
on Mondays and Tuesdays. We did river sledding
and rafting in Warburton, caving and a river walk
in Yarra Junction and abseiling and rock climbing in
Warrandyte.
Everyone had to come to school at 9:30am so that we
could leave at 9:40am. We used the mini bus to get to
the activities and our drivers were Callum and Stephen.
The thing I learned about myself was that I am not as
scared of heights as I thought I was. The benefit from
this experience is getting to learn to do new activities
and hang out with new people.

Zoe Todd
Cottage Program

Mountain District Learning
Centre is a Be Connected
Network Partner
Mountain District Learning Centre is a Be Connected
Network partner
Be Connected is an Australia wide initiative
empowering all Australians to thrive in a digital world.
offering online learning resources as well as a network
of community partners.
Mountain District Learning Centre offers in-person
support so you can develop your digital skills and
confidence.
During the Corona virus crisis, we will be available
to help you out with ongoing support taking place via
Conference Call or Online.
Older Australians will be able to learn the basics of
going online including:
•
•
•
•
•

being safe while online
talking to or seeing family and friends who live far away
more often
finding new friends or old friends who share similar
interests and hobbies
keeping up-to-date with what’s happening in their
community and around the world
shopping online, safely and securely, without leaving
home.

Sessions will take place on Thursdays from 16 April
for 4-weeks starting 1:30pm to 2:30pm
Telephone us on 9758 7859 to book or to express
your interest in future sessions.

Shrove Tuesday in the MDLC Cottage program

On Tuesday 25 February the Cottage class all took part
in making pancakes in honour of Shrove Tuesday. I
really learnt a lot about Shrove Tuesday and the origins
of the day and how it came to be Pancake Tuesday.
When we all arrived at school we read about the
history of Shrove Tuesday and how on Shrove Tuesday
people used up all their eggs and milk to cook pancakes
before the start of Lent. We also learnt about the
pancake races that are held all over England.
After we learnt about how people celebrated Shrove
Tuesday we came to the realisation that we didn’t have

Women on the Move

Gerda Fransen and Audrey Ogden recently celebrated
their 99th birthdays at the MDLC group Women on
the Move. It is a social support group offering an hour
of gentle exercises plus a cuppa and chat for the 65+
age group. They have quite different backgrounds but
have in common a love of sport.
Audrey’s family have lived in Australia for a number
of generations. She enjoyed the Saturday night dances
at the St Kilda Town Hall, met her husband while ice
skating at the Melbourne Glaciarium, and loved playing
tennis.
Gerda migrated from the Netherlands after the
Second World War. She and her husband chose
Australia because of the beaches and in anticipation of
warmer weather. She still enjoys riding her exercycle at
home while listening to the radio.

enough ingredients so we all walked down to the shops
together and purchased the missing items.
When we bought everything we needed we came back
up to the classroom and started cooking our pancakes.
Everyone participated not only in just cooking them.
We all tried to flip the pancakes (not everyone succeeded
though!). We all had a really fun time cooking all
together. There were regular basic pancakes and there
were also some chocolate chip pancakes. They were
delicious. Once we had all eaten the pancakes we all
pitched in to clean up the mess we made.
I will definitely be making pancakes again and I would
recommend them to all young people.

Jess Sandilands
The Cottage Program 2

Expressions of interest called for
Your local community newspaper
program
Have you ever thought that you might like to be more
involved with your local community newspaper?
Mountain District Learning Centre is running an
eight-week program, which coincides with the local
Ferntree Gully News.
Niche newspapers are on the rise within the Knox area.
This eight-week program will offer an introduction to
build confidence and the skills needed for volunteering
or working within a community newspaper and giving
exposure to the community newspaper workplace
environment.
Please contact MDLC to enrol in either of these
courses or look at our website for further details: www.
mdlc.com.au

Join your local community newspaper program!
An eight-week program, which coincides
with the publication of the local Gully
News.
Building the skills and knowledge needed for
volunteering or working within a Community
Newspaper environment.

Call MDLC
(03) 9758 7859

Tuesday 9:30am to 12:00pm
28th April to 16th June
Fee: $50.00
Mountain District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
www.mdlc.com.au | (03) 9758 7859 | RTO 3969
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A ‘Sherbrooke Gift’ for a 50th birthday
Tucked away in the north-west corner of Kings Park
is a small clubhouse sheltered by a cluster of mature
trees. Beside it a broad 100m running track stretches
in a straight line towards the park’s north boundary.
This has been the home of Sherbrooke Little Athletics
since 1970.
On Saturday 22 February the club celebrated their
50th anniversary with a ‘Sherbrooke Gift’ event.
Modelled on the famous ‘Stawell Gift’ children of
each age from 6 to 16 ran off heats (boys and girls
separately) until finally the winners of each age ran the
handicapped ‘Gift’ race.
A Pentathlon was run within each age group with all
athletes competing in five events scored by a weighted
formula to calculate the overall winner of each age
group and place winners. (Photo page 11)
The feeling was leisurely, parents and children milling
about under the trees. Vigilant adults herded runners,
restless as young horses at Flemington, into their

track lanes to await the starter’s pistol. Race by
race went by all morning until finally everyone
gathered for ‘The Gift’. Winners were: Under 7
Girl, Maia Dupanloup; Under 11 Boy, Flyn Evans.
Knox mayor, Cr Seymour, presented trophies
and there was a big cake.

The story of the club

Sherbrooke Little Athletics (SLA) Club was
founded in 1970 mainly at the instigation of Joy
and John Hutchinson of Ferndale Ave, Upwey.
They had consulted widely to arouse interest
from schools so that by the season of 1969-70
a new SLA club was entered in the Knox LA
competitions (established by the legendary Trevor
Billingham), running at Chandler Park, Boronia.
By the end of the season SLA, with 90 members
from across the Sherbrooke Shire, was the biggest club.
They needed their own ground. Parent Ken Walters
negotiated with the Shire for use of a track, grass

on cinders, that had been the old Mountain District
Athletics Club (then defunct).
By November, with a new committee, the club was
ready to open in the SLA Centre at Kings Park.

A sight to remember

So, on Saturday 28 November 1970, 395 children,
accompanied by adults, followed Sergeant Tassell on
the Police Drum Horse from the 1812 Theatre in Rose
Crescent, down Burwood Highway and along Willow
Road, for entry to their new track.
Patron of the Centre the Hon. V T Hauser MLC
declared the club open for the 1970-71 season. Clubs
taking part that day were Belcoma, Eastern Ranges,
Kallista-Monbulk, Olinda District, Upper Gully and
Upwey. St John’s joined SLA in 1971-2.
A feature of the event was the appearance of the
champion sprinter Ricky Dunbar who gave tips to our
sprinters. High jump champion Ian Moss and female
sprinter Helen Burge also thrilled the crowd.
Other dignitaries were Shire President Cr Tom
Dalziell and Shire Secretary Mr Ken Matson.
Continued from page 10.

Photos by Gary Fevreau.
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NOW OPEN IN FERNTREE GULLY

TRAINING

94-98 Station Street, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
Call 0405 662 799 or visit coachingzone.com.au
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Knox Baseball Club winter season 2020

The Club today

Averaging 150 members Sherbrooke Little Aths is for
children aged 5 to 16 to participate in different athletic
events such as 100m running, shot put, long jump etc.
The emphasis is on family fun and fitness. Children are
given every opportunity to work towards their personal
best.
The club depends on parent volunteers who officiate
at events, manage an age group, record results, keep
the records, help in the canteen. Volunteers are always
welcome.
The careful and collaborative style of the volunteers
was obvious at the anniversary event.
During the Gift run-off one parent commented
‘It’s not all about winning. The children sometimes
have to be helped to cope with disappointments and
frustrations but this is where they learn to cope in a
safe environment. We bring our children on Saturday
mornings and we stay as volunteers to help with the
activities. We enjoy the team work.’

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club
2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully
Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888
www.ftgbowls.com.au

Interested in baseball? Watch the Little League
Championships or come along to the opening of the
season. Both events are set for April.
Knox Baseball is hosting the Baseball Victoria Little
League Championships on 4 - 6 April where some 20
teams and over 300 players will compete. This is the
fourth consecutive year Knox has played host and both
Baseball Victoria and the Knox Council have been most
impressed with the club’s management.
The Knox Baseball Club commences its 2020 winter
season campaign on Saturday 18 April with all six
senior teams taking the field. Having won the B Grade
premiership in 2019, the club returns to A Grade where
it will field A, A2, A3 and A4 teams.
With six senior teams, three junior sides (Under 17,
Under 15 and Under 13) plus an established T-Ball
program (for girls and boys 6-10 years of age) the club is
well placed to offer the game of baseball to a wide variety
of ages and abilities. The club is working extremely hard
to boost junior participation and will field a Rookie ball
team (or teams) if possible. Rookie ball is for players
moving out of T-Ball into junior baseball.

Both male and female players of all ages are welcome
and the club prides itself on its family friendly approach.
The club has a proud history with a number of its players
representing the state, their country and even being
signed by and playing major league baseball in the US.
The club is based at Gilbert Park, Knoxfield and
the grounds are easily seen at the corner of Ferntree
Gully Road and Gilbert Park Drive. Great things are
scheduled at Gilbert Park over the next two years
with the addition of enhanced clubhouse facilities
and ground improvements including a covered batting
tunnel, lighting allowing for night games, netting to
prevent foul balls entering public areas and improved
seating for spectators.
Pre-season training for senior players commences
Thursday 19 March. Further details are available at
knox.baseball.secretary@gmail.com or call 0400 658
498 (senior and general matters) or 0401 594 670
(junior and T-Ball).

Peter Williams
Secretary, Knox Baseball Club

Our Bistro is open

Come and join us for a meal at the
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

Ferntree

For lunch
Tuesday to Friday
12.00pm to 2.00pm
On Sundays
12.00 to 2.00pm
And for dinner
Tuesday-Sunday
from 6.00pm
Closed Mondays
Gully News August 2016
For bookings ring 9753 5888
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12 Ferntree Gully CFA
It’s all about community
Yes, it’s all about community, our Ferntree Gully
community and our wider Victorian and interstate
communities.
The Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade is wholly made up
of volunteer firefighters from Ferntree Gully and our
aim is to prevent and suppress fires and dangerous
incidents in our area.

Community bushfire awareness
meetings

This summer, we held meetings at the top of Olivebank
Road near the National Park gate on Sunday morning
19 January and within Koolunga Reserve on Sunday
evening 2 February. The evening meeting was our
first attempt at promoting a family evening event and
it was well attended by almost 100 members of our
community. A huge ‘thank you’ must go to Ferntree
Gully Rotary members who supplied our sausage sizzle
at no cost. Over 220 sausages were consumed by the
families present. A great example of our community
working together.

Blackwood Park Road lemonade stall

Marissa, Jacinta, Ethan, Liam, Conner and Kiara
together with their parents held a freshly made
lemonade and Zooper Dooper stall on Blackwood
Park Road on 12 January. Our brigade heard about
this and decided to visit and try out these goodies. The
stall raised a considerable amount of money to aid the
fire effort in Victoria. Well done everyone. Your efforts
were greatly appreciated.

Thanks from the crew of Ambulance
Victoria at Mallacoota

Our Brigade was very pleased to receive a letter from
Janine Jackson, team leader at Mallacoota. Janine and
her team thanked us for our efforts in assisting wherever
possible during the recent devastating bushfires.

Yooralla says thanks to our brigade

A recent call for assistance came from Yooralla in
Ferntree Gully to assist a lady who was trapped in a
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failed lifting hoist. The brigade was happy to be able
to resolve the problem and delighted to receive a ‘thank
you’ note, which stated that the customer ‘felt very safe
and happy’.

A brand new tandem trailer

Our old single axle 6 x 4 trailer was certainly well past its
use by date when the brigade decided it was high-time
to purchase something more substantial and reliable.
Money earned by the brigade was substantially assisted
by donations from the following:
• The Blackwood Park lemonade stall
• Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully
• Ferntree Gully Cricket Club
• Uniting Church, The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
• Individual community members
We greatly appreciate and acknowledge these
donations.

Did you know we have a Junior
Brigade?

Age limits for recruits are between secondary school age
and 16 years. The first night will be Thursday 16 April
from 7:00pm to 8:30pm, and every second Thursday
from then on at the fire station, 5 The Avenue FTG.
The topics covered in the program include:
• Teamwork
• Responsibility and respect
• Fire safety
• Basic firefighting including map reading, radio
use, hose bowling, practical drills
• First aid
• Fundraising
• Community service
• Leadership development

Fire Equipment Maintenance (FEM) is
very important to the FTG CFA

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade has been providing fire
equipment maintenance (FEM) services to schools,
business and community groups for well over 40
years. FEM inspections and compliance activities are
a mandated action that needs to be completed by a
registered, insured person or company.
The income earned by the fire brigade from contracts
over the years has provided vital response vehicles and
equipment to support our community. The support that
we have received from local businesses and organisations
has been greatly appreciated.
Recently, our FEM contracts have unfortunately
fallen casualty to the changes and demands of big
businesses who have moved to statewide or nationally
based contracts. Locally we have also lost contracts.
Please remember, if your business or organisation is
approached to change providers, your local volunteer
fire brigade relies on this income to continually improve
the service that we provide to our community. For
FEM, please contact us on: 0400 057 210 or email us on
fem@ftgcfa.org.au or alternatively info@ftgcfa.org.au

Graham Crichton
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade

Never leave the iron on whilst it’s
unattended

We recently attended a house fire where the iron had
been left on. It is always a good idea to turn off the iron
at the powerpoint and leave it in an upright position.
Remember that children and animals can easily knock
over an unattended iron. (Photo right)

Before you turn on your heater this
year...

If you have a wood heater or any type of heater with
a flue, always check that the flue and surrounding
structure is clear of birds and possums nests. All
chimneys and flues should be regularly cleaned.
Chimney sweeps are still important trades people in
our communities. Burning wet wood or pine wood not
only annoys your neighbours but also contributes to
coating the inside of your flue with soot and condensed
pine oils which can eventually catch fire.

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade
A 100% Volunteer CFA Brigade
24/7, 365 days a year
for over 77 years
Email: info@ftgcfa.org.au
Follow us on Facebook.

Fire calls 000
Have you ever thought of becoming
a recruit in FTG CFA?

CFA and Police News 13
From the Ashes, The 1812 Theatre benefit concert
supporting the CFA and koalas
A huge program of songs, theatre, comedy, magic and
skits was presented by The 1812 thespians and by
performers from the Eltham Theatre, How Dramatic
Theatre Company, Peridot Theatre and The Ark. Well
experienced musicians, The Suburban Prophets and
young magicians, as part of The Cleverlys, inspired
with music and intriguing sleight of hand. Many more

Knox Police News
Beware scams

Of all crimes, the most likely to impact you, your friends
or your family, are scams
As a Police officer, I speak to community groups on a
regular basis. When I ask for a show of hands by those
affected by car theft, burglary, assaults etc, few hands go
up. When I ask for a show of hands by those affected
by a scam, or personally knowing someone scammed,
a lot of hands go up. To make it worse, we know that
many scams are not reported, due to embarrassment.
Scams target you. Scams cost everyone and anyone can
be a target – you may already have been scammed. The
surprise lottery win in the mail, the email claiming to
be from your bank, the ‘free’ holiday, the ‘guaranteed
income’, the ‘amazing’ share offer over the phone – all
these can be scams. Some are very easy to spot while
others are so sneaky you may not know they are scams.
You can protect yourself
Most scams need you to do something before they
can work, like:
• Sending money based on a promise that turns out
to be false
• Giving out your personal details to people who turn
out to be scammers
• Agreeing to deals without getting advice or buying
a product without checking it out properly.
You can protect yourself. Firstly, remember the golden
rule, ‘If you didn’t expect it, you should reject it’. (Or
at least have it thoroughly checked out first, preferably
by a trusted professional.)

talented acts trod the boards, helping to raise well over
$5000 for the cause.
The funds were shared between CFA Gippsland and
CFA Upper Ferntree Gully and proceeds totalling $950
from raffle monies and a cake stall were donated to the
Healesville Sanctuary Koala Fund.

Money. Never respond to an email asking you for PINs
or passwords
• Never send money to someone you don’t know
or trust
• Only invest with licenced financial services
providers.
Phone
• Be suspicious of unexpected calls and text messages,
verify any requests from service providers by ringing
them back on phone numbers on accounts or
letterheads
• Hang up on unsolicited calls, do not reply to
unsolicited SMS messages
• Don’t give out your number to just anyone
• If a caller asks you a question such as, is this (your
name), don’t answer, ‘Yes.’. Answer, ‘Who is this.’
They may be seeking a recording of you saying, ‘yes’.
Computer
• Keep your protection software up to date
• Don’t respond in any way to unsolicited emails
• If in doubt, delete
• Don’t use free wi-fi for confidential transactions
• Identity
• Never give out your personal information to
someone you don’t know or trust
• Don’t just bin it, destroy it, (old bills, records or
expired cards)
• Check your credit report frequently
To Find Out More About Scams and to Report Scams,
Visit www.scamwatch.gov.au
To report Cybercrime, visit www.acorn.gov.au
Please share this message with others, especially those
who may be more easily targeted by scammers. Thank
you.

Specialty fundraising dish
for bushfire relief
Customers who visited Babaji’s Kitchen in Belgrave and
enjoyed their signature Masala Dosa, did more than
enjoy a delicious South Indian dish. The restaurant
donated 100 per cent of the proceeds from the sales
of the dish to support the bushfire affected Mallacoota
Golf Club bistro.
In total, the specialty fundraising dish raised $4400
to help the Golf Club stay afloat after the bushfires. This
‘adopt a shop’ initiative paved the way for customers to
indirectly contribute towards the bushfire relief effort.

Snippet from an Upwey
CFA member
On Sunday there is an early evening call out to a
suburban street – a car has crashed into a stationary
truck loaded with soil, with such force that both vehicles
are written off. None of the usual hand shaking after
a job well done but extra time is needed for all the
sanitising and cleaning of the fire truck and everything
that has been touched. There is another call out on
Monday after the day’s work, to a two vehicle collision
in the Glenfern Road area. Home late, again after the
cleaning and sanitising at the fire brigade. Tuesday brings
with it the announcement from the Chief Fire Officer
that there is to be no training, no monthly meetings and
no social events – fire brigade work only.
Three days in the life of a brigade member give an idea
of what goes on behind the scenes in the community.
While some people are stocking up on toilet paper, rice
and other essentials and some businesses are becoming
very quiet, our supermarket, health care, cleaners and
emergency teams are working harder than usual.

Noel Nealon
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14 Knox Festival
Forty years in Ferntree Gully – Knox Festival 2020

Forty years ago the annual Knox Crafts Festival moved
from Bayswater to the newly opened Ferntree Gully Arts
and Community Centre on its present site on Burwood
Highway. The new venue was purpose-built for festivals.
The Craft Festival was followed in October by a Knox
garden festival which became the Stringybark Festival
and later moved to Rowville.

History: enter Robert McMurray

In 1978 Knox Council appointed its first Arts Officer,
Robert McMurray. One of his most successful projects
was to launch the first annual Knox Craft Festival in the
newly opened shopping centre at Bayswater.
An article in The Age 19/10/82 ‘Knox mixes art with
daily life’ reported that McMurray sees his role as ‘a
catalyst for specific events or programmes by taking an
idea and finding interested people to carry it through’
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rather than doing the detailed
work himself. This, he thinks,
is one of the fundamentals
of successful community
participation as people then
take responsibility for projects
with pride and get satisfaction
and enjoyment from organising
it on their own.
McMurray’s approach is not
about people being entertained
by celebrities. Rather it offers
opportunities to ‘learn to do
something yourself, acquiring
a new skill.’ This can lead to
whole new pathways. An annual
festival acts as a stimulus to
regular classes through the year
and to the flourishing of existing arts and crafts societies.
Seven years on, in 1987 the then Mayor, Cr Marie
Wallace wrote in a Knox celebratory festival history,
‘Since 1980 it would seem that the entire Knox
population of over 100,000 has come to look forward
to this event in early March … With its emphasis on
the many community activities that take place … the
Festival focuses attention on Knox as being the leading
municipality in public art appreciation and community
participation.’

Photos by Barbara Oehring.

The leading theme

The 1986 Knox Festival was proud to receive the
Environmental Event Award in the inaugural Federal
Awards for Local Government.
Environment and conservation have continued to
be a leading theme. The 8000 residents participating
in that 1980s event led to people learning more about
the local environment and conservation. Over the
years sport has also been drawn into the festival with
programs like the Oppy Bike Ride, and circus activities
with Rucci’s Circus.
All this has enhanced the vision of the founders of the
Shire of Knox from its beginning in 1963. ‘Stretching
from the foothills to the wetlands of the Dandenong

Knox Festival 15
This year – the best yet!
An estimated 20,000 people enjoyed the Knox Festival
over the weekend 0f 29/2-1/3. The organisers were
thrilled to receive consistently positive feedback from
all involved on all elements of the event management.
The site layout, the feel and look of the event was the
best yet. The breadth and diversity of programming,
free activities, arts play, sports, games, rides and food,
and the high level of local partners involved, made this
an outstanding weekend.
One resident commented to a member of Council
staff that ‘You have captured the spirit and diversity of
Knox tremendously’.
There are a number of videos on Knox Council’s
Arts and Events facebook page that show some of the
performances and programs across the weekend.

Creek, far sighted planners and engineers have upheld
the need to … landscape the whole environment rather
than separating individual buildings and features’, Town
Clerk Tim Neville, reported in The Age 1982.

And finally

One could say that in creating a highly liveable city,
combining the foothills of a mountain range with the
paddocks and wetlands of creeks nearing the bay, the
founders of Knox have shown an instinct for building
unity. They have set high standards and encouraged

a community participation that gives individuals an
awareness of their own ‘personal best’.
Many of the early public artworks still adorn the
buildings and parks of Knox. The Council’s recent
report on arts and culture upholds this tradition. It
now also works towards giving the city’s many smaller
local fairs and festivals a firm basis for continuity,
for ownership of place and for further imaginative
initiatives.

Anne Boyd

The Hut Gallery, home of the Ferntree Gully Arts
Society, will be closed until further notice. See the
website of the Society for further information.

Barbara Oehring’s beautiful photographs capture the delights of the Knox 2020 Arts Festival.
Page 14
Top left: From Stilt Walkers - water drop bubble performers, designed to embody water.
Top right: Three year old Tomer and playmate Zion 19 months.
Below left: Young weaver.
Below right: Miles checking his painted (crab) face.
Page 15
Above : Mountain Treasures. This craft group, part of the Mountain District Women’s Cooperative, has attended the festivals since its earliest years.
Below: The Festival at the Ferntree Gully venue in 1990).
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16 Food Feature
Grubs up
For dinner tonight we will be serving Cricket and
Zucchini Fritters, followed by Nori Crusted Salmon,
with Spirulina Chia Pudding for dessert.
While this fare may sound exotic or futuristic,
ingredients to concoct these dishes are already available
in Australian supermarkets. Out of necessity, we will
be increasingly turning to entomophagy in the future.
Entomophagy, as you’ve probably guessed, is the
practice of eating insects. While the edible insect
industry in Australia is still in its infancy, there are
already more than 50 insect farmers across the country.
Crickets and meal worms are two commonly farmed
insects.
Most Australians are not yet accustomed to eating
insects. Australian Aboriginal people, on the other hand,
have recognised insects as a source of sustainable food for
thousands of years. Many still prize bush tucker such as
witchetty grubs, lerp and honey ants.The vast majority
of Australians happily consume other arthropods such
as prawns, lobsters and crabs but don’t find the idea of
eating insects appealing. Incidentally, if you are allergic
to shellfish it is best to avoid eating insects too.
While insects are still largely missing in Western
cuisine, other nations have embraced entomophagy.

An estimated two billion people around the world eat
insects regularly. There are over 1000 different types
of insects which are consumed by different nations.
Insects are a superfood: they are low in saturated
fats and rich in protein and micronutrients. Gram for
gram, dried crickets contain more protein and iron
than beef, pork or chicken. Insects are likely to become
the meat protein of the future for many reasons, from
environmental sustainability to convenience and, in
due course, affordability.
The United Nations predicts that the world’s
population will increase by two billion people in the
next 30 years, from 7.7 billion currently to 9.7 billion
in 2050. It is predicted that food production will need
to increase by 25-70 per cent between now and 2050
to feed the growing population. Livestock farming is
already taking an enormous toll on the environment.
So, we need to come up with alternative, innovative
ways of producing protein-rich foods to feed people.
Foods of the future are likely to feature both hightech industrial options (such as lab-grown synthetic
meat, genetically modified food and even 3D printed
food) as well as modern repurposing of ancient foods
(such as insects, algae, farmed fish, and ancient grains
such as Kernza).

Life Activities Knox
Tom and Ann welcome you to 121 Station Café,
We’re more than a coffee shop!
Home-made Aussie and Vietnamese style food.
Great coffee, delicious salad rolls
and service with a smile.
Open Monday to Friday 7.30am to 3pm
Saturday 8am to 2pm
Phone: 0434 959 255
Phone: 0413 329 963

Members visited Sages Cottage in Baxter in March.
Dating back to the 1850s the cottage was owned by
Captain Benjamin Baxter, the first European settler
in the Mornington Peninsula district. At $7.50 the
guided tour of the homestead was most economical
and enjoyable.
The Men’s Coffee and Chat met at Montano’s Café
and some chose to picnic in the Arboretum.
The Sunday Walkers sailed to Geelong for their walk,

Thinking of
having a party?
Think...

Flame Trees

to book your next party or function
FernTRee gully
9758 4829

BAYSWATER

741 mountain Highway
bayswater, Vic 3153

9720 5772

www.flametreesburgerbar.com.au
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Gemma Franks

a different way of setting off, whilst train enthusiasts
boarded the little train in Kerrisdale for a return trip
followed by a gourmet sausage barbeque.
For more news of planned outings, etc. in our latest
newsletter please ring Carol on 9727 2726.

Come in & try our new summer
Mediterranean dinner menu.
Tapas starts from 5pm on
Friday & Saturday nights.

Local family
business

38 -40 Forest Road
Ferntree Gully, Vic 3156

Insects are far more sustainable to farm than livestock.
They emit a fraction of the greenhouse gases of livestock
and are far more efficient in terms of the resources
needed to farm them. They require infinitely less land,
water, and feed to produce the same quantity of protein
as other animals. If you don’t fancy the idea of biting
into a visible insect, you could eat foodstuff made with
cricket powder. Cricket powder has a slightly nutty,
mild flavour.
Some supermarkets sell Macro Australian Cricket
Powder, which is made from crickets born and bred
in Sydney. Approximately 500 crickets are dried and
ground up to make 100g of cricket powder. A spoonful
of cricket powder or cricket flour as it’s sometimes
called, can be worked into almost any recipe you’d
like to add a protein boost to, from smoothies to pasta
sauces.
Cricket powder can also substitute part of the
traditional flour component of recipes. Up to 25
percent of flour in a baking recipe can be replaced
with cricket powder to achieve the same flavour and
texture, all the while giving your baked goods a huge
protein boost.

Dinner bookings available!
Call 9720 7770
719 Mountain Highway, Bayswater

Connect with us
@montanospatisserie

Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP for
Ferntree Gully

Environment 17

The Wonders of the Arboretum
Gnomic garden gnomes, cosy in
wheelbarrows, mystified tiny children. A
very tall fairy blowing bubbles in a leafy
dell delighted every age. As did buskers,
face painting, music and dance in the
amphitheatre, food stalls and picnics on
(damp) lawns under leafy trees.
Not too big, not too noisy, mostly
young families, perfect sunshine, cool
breezes. They came out on foot and on
bicycles along the winding trails that
form a network around Knox’s best park.
Congratulations and thanks to Tanya,
Elly, Stephane and all at Knox Council’s
Events and Leisure for luring us into
what will surely become an annual event.

‘Expect the unexpected’, they said, of this first-time
family event in the Tim Neville Arboretum on Sunday
16 February.
‘Well, we did.’ And this is what we wandered into.

Anne Boyd
Photo by Barbara Oehring.

Knoxfield Ladies Probus Club visit the Dolphin Research Institute

The Executive Director Jeff Weir OAM of the Dolphin
Research Institute in Hastings entertained the ladies
of Knoxfield Ladies Probus Club with an informative
talk and a film created by the members and supporters
of the Institute. The members learnt about a group of
common dolphins that had entered Port Phillip Bay in
2006 and never left.
The film also showed the wonderful range of animals,
birds and marine creatures living and thriving in our
beautiful bays. Jeff explained the work being done
by ‘I sea I care’ ambassadors (around 6,000 over 19
years), young scientists, primary and secondary schools,
and a wide cross section of the community as well as
staff, voluntary directors, interns, partners and other
supporters.

Working hard for
our local community

Clean Up Australia Day

The Institute is a Victorian leading conservation
charity, working to empower the community to care
for dolphins, whales and bays through research,
education and leadership. The presentation highlighted
the challenges of coastal pollution, climate change and
the importance of not approaching wildlife while in the
water. To learn more visit www.dolphinresearch.org.au.
The members also travelled to the Tyabb Packing
House Antiques and Village for lunch. The theatre
group enjoyed The 1812 Theatre production of On
Golden Pond.
Would you like to join the friendly Knoxfield Ladies
Probus Club? We meet at the Wantirna Club, 350 Stud
Road Wantirna at 10:00am every third Wednesday of
the month. Your first visit is complimentary. For further
details please call Jo 9752 9219 or Jan 0407 577 921.

Nick Wakeling MP with Wantirna Lions Club members on
Clean Up Australia Day 2020

On Sunday 1 March, Knox residents stepped up to help
clean our environment as part of Clean Up Australia
Day. This year marked the 30th anniversary of this day
of community action.
Teams of residents mustered at various locations across
Knox to help reduce waste in local parks, waterways and
along roadsides. These locations included
• Blind Creek Billabong, off Jacobus Walk, Ferntree
Gully
• Collier Reserve, Wantirna
• Knox Community Gardens, Boronia
• Koolunga Native Reserve, off Old Forest Road,
Ferntree Gully
• Talaskia Reserve, Upper Ferntree Gully
Many who participated also took the opportunity
to attend the Knox Festival at Wally Tew Reserve in
Ferntree Gully.
On behalf of the Ferntree Gully electorate, I extend
my gratitude to all those who turned out to care for our
local environment on Clean Up Australia Day.

Nick
Wakeling MP

Unit 4, 91 Dorset Road, Ferntree Gully 3156 | P: 9758 6011
nick.wakeling@parliament.vic.gov.au

www.nickwakeling.com.au

Funded from Parliament’s Electorate Office and Communications Budget.

STATE MEMBER FOR FERNTREE GULLY

Nick Wakeling
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It’s all happening at the KIOSC
the staff. Interactive screens,
Lego robots, virtual reality, 3D
printers, data loggers, drones,
science experiments, plants and
couches appear to combine
the known with the unknown,
presenting intriguing possibilities
for enquiry as well as reflection,
such an important component
to learning. It’s clear, KIOSC
is well resourced. As teacher
Leanne Caira explains, ‘KIOSC
gives children an experience
they can’t get at school.’ School
funding cannot possibly acquire
such resources. So children,
A major annual competition at KIOSC is FIRST LEGO League, an international both primary and secondary,
competition for primary and secondary students. Each year in August, FIRST
come to KIOSC where they can
LEGO League introduces a scientific and real-world challenge for teams to focus
express their curiosity, investigate
on and research. The competition has many parts from Robot Competition, Core
and experiment. It’s from these
Values, Project and Robot Design. In 2019 at KIOSC, the Championship Team
experiences and many more that
was CosmoBots, from Glendale Primary School (Glen Waverley). They went on to
students gain a broad learning in
compete at the National Championship at Swinburne University, Hawthorn and
the STEM subjects.
received a place to move on to the International Finals in Texas, USA.
At KIOSC, students are
presented with challenges to
It’s one of those clear summer days during school solve. These may be to do with states of mind,
holidays. Children are gathered outside in the sun. engineering difficulties with constructions, plant
There’s much laughter and exuberance as they tell their watering, a visit to Mars – to mention just a few. Each
parents about a workshop they’ve just attended. The challenge requires detailed analysis and planning to
workshop was about Science and Technology and it was achieve a successful outcome.
conducted by KIOSC (Knox Innovation Opportunity
and Sustainability Centre).
Failure and ethics
KIOSC began in 2012 and it has a simple goal – to To fail here is an accomplishment to be respected,
connect students to their future. The implementation even celebrated. FAIL stands for the First Attempt In
of the goal is extensive, creative and packed with Learning. As many a scientist knows, failure is often the
variety. KIOSC focusses on STEM subjects (Science, basis of outstanding achievements which bring medical
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) and it does and other breakthroughs to the world. For Leanne and
so in an inviting and innovative way. By partnering the other KIOSC teachers, it’s important to work with
with Swinburne University, TAFE, schools, business school teachers as well as students. At school, teachers
and community, KIOSC ensures teaching is relevant, are bombarded with administrative duties as well as
current and meeting future needs.
responsibilities to students, parents, colleagues and the

Exciting possibilities

Beyond the students and inside the building there’s
a general liveliness and a warm welcome from

CO-EDUCATIONAL | ELC TO VCE
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Department. As such, KIOSC staff work with teachers
to co-design programs and lessons. For Leanne this is
crucial as the knowledge and confidence of teachers are
passed on to students, thereby opening possibilities for
further learning.

There’s another aspect to learning at the KIOSC.
Students engage and develop professional skills such as
critical and creative thinking, ethics, personal and social
development. If all voices and ideas are not heard and
appreciated, a vital clue or concept may be overlooked,
so delaying or even precluding significant findings.
Empathy and sharing are essential for social harmony
and also for scientific exploration and discovery.

A broad approach

Director, Kulari Lokuge, has a wide vision for KIOSC.
While focussing on students and teachers, for Kulari,
it’s also important to involve the whole community. As
she says, ‘It’s hard for many people to grasp the purpose
of science and new technology and its vital function
in society.’ With this in mind Kulari is networking
widely with community organisations and educating
through meetings, festivals and other public events. As
she says, ‘Whether it’s medicine, engineering or trades,
almost every profession now requires a knowledge in
mathematics, technology and science.’
The research is clear. Interest by Australian students
in the STEM subjects has not been strong and in recent
years even this marginal interest has declined. For
instance, the study of Physics waned from 21 per cent
in 1992 to 14 per cent in 2002. And in some subjects
there has been a steady drop in proficiency. In three
years, 2011 to 2014, lack of competence in subjects to
do with computers and telecommunications declined
from 34 per cent to 48 per cent. We frequently hear
educators and business leaders bemoan this situation
and question our future.
KIOSC, with its inclusive attitudes to involve other
educational organisations, business and the community
as a whole, has a valuable and effective approach,
which may soon turn the statistics around. After all,
Australia has always been in the forefront of medical
and scientific breakthroughs. With students being so
eager to attend classes, even in the holidays, KIOSC
must be on a winner.
For more information see: https://www.kiosc.vic.
edu.au/about-us/

Teresa Cannon

At Knox you’ll find your niche

Sponsored by
Ferntree Gully
Rotary
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Meet the students from Year 11 and Year 12
at Eastern Ranges School

Cooking at the Eastern Ranges School.

Speedster

We are the students from S35 at Eastern Ranges School.
Some of us are in Year 11 and some of us are in Year 12.
Our names are: Isabella, Brodhie, Ray, Matty, Kaleb,
Kai and Kyhle.
We do many different things in our class. Two of the
programs we are engaged in are a Cert. II in Horticulture
and a Cert. II in Food Processing (off site). We also like
to cook at school. Some of the things we have baked are:
lamingtons, caramel mud cake, chocolate mud cake, red
velvet cupcakes and chocolate cupcakes.
The Horticulture Program is fun. We learn how to
keep a nice garden and pick veggies that we have grown
and sell to staff as well as take home. We have cooked
blackberry jam too.
Twice a week we package personal grooming packs
for a charity called Pinchapoo.
Here are some of our thoughts:
My name is Isabella. My favourite thing at school is
cooking.
My name is Kaleb. I like Make ’n’ Bake. When I use
the kitchen I like to make Yo-Yos and cookies.

My name is Matty B. I like school because I like
cooking: ‘It’s a piece of cake!’
My name is Ray. I like my teachers.
My name is Brodhie. I like Jimmy Carl the British
comedian and I like to think I will hopefully one day
be as funny and controversial as ‘the greats’. I like ERS
because I like the people.
My name is Kyhle. I like Horticulture because I like
pulling out the weeds. I ate an apple that we grew. It
was sweet. I am friends with Matthew.
Hello. My name is Kai. I like Make ’n’ Bake. I like
rolling out the cookie dough. I like putting the icing on
the cookies. I also like using the tools and ingredients.
I also ate some of the cookies and they tasted good!
Hi. My name is Ben. I go to Eastern Ranges School
one day a week. I like Horticulture because I like being
outside and helping in the garden.
My name is Ilhan. I come to Eastern Ranges School
one day a week on Thursdays for Horticulture Class.
I’ve enjoyed planting, picking up some vegetables and
herbs and also selling them to the teachers.

The crowd was in, the track was dry, the bikes glistened.
The riders had completed their warm up lap. The start
was imminent.
Max was no doubt the crack rider. Green light. From
Pole position, to the roar of the crowd, he left the rest of
the field behind him, failed to take the newly installed
chicane, and cannoned into the fence beyond.
That evening, after the neighbourhood kids had
gone home for dinner, Ronnie with a cardboard trophy
in hand, nine year old Max, scratched and bruised,
attempted to shed the blame. ‘Dad’, he said, surveying the
back yard, ‘I told you this would happen. Why couldn’t
you have built the new chook shed down near the veggie
patch? There goes my career’.

PS

Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully
Chartered in 1963

We have lots of experience in serving
the community with enthusiasm
Enquiries: Allan Tierney 0418 366 543
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20 Shopping for Wisdom
A sincere effort to know
My Dad never said a lot. He was a man of few words.
So when he did say something I listened. As a child he
told me, ‘Don’t run down hills – one day you won’t be
able to stop’. I think it was a metaphor. And some time
later he gave me his other little gem, ‘Be wary of people
who say, I haven’t got a clue. They are no-hopers. Don’t
trust those who say, I have no idea’. To be true, the term
he used was ‘mugs’. Such were the times.
Well, that was about it. What was I to think? They
were rare words, so I thought maybe I should take them
and store them away, like gold nuggets in my dusty,
felt-lined jewellery box to take out when I might need
them some time in later life. That might do. So, that’s
what I did and over time I forgot about my father’s gift.
Later in my career I was conducting job interviews for
a project engineer’s position. One by one the candidates

rolled through all selling themselves and their wares,
all quite good, some quirky, some matter of fact. But
there was one who I couldn’t quite put a handle on.
Couldn’t pick it, but there was something about him
that made me do the old double take. He had all the
credentials but I was uneasy about him. Out of the blue
something stirred. I still don’t know why, but I asked
him who won last year’s Melbourne Cup. He looked
at me oddly. ‘I have no idea’. The penny dropped.
Who was the mother of Edward the Sixth? What’s the
population of Nigeria? ‘Wouldn’t have a clue’. I wasn’t
sure either. It didn’t matter. Gone. He didn’t get the job.
I recall nodding my head in recognition of someone
not present, something from my jewellery box, and the
other panel members looking at me quizzically.

Reading the news by the light of a hurricane lamp
A gem of Ranges history has
come to the office of Ferntree
Gully News. A faded and tattered
broadsheet, it is Volume 6, No.
603 of Ferrn Tree Gully News,
dated May 4 1929.
Sydney resident Lyn Hermon
found it among family papers
and has sent it to us. She writes:
‘I was born Lyn Hermon
- daughter of William John
Hermon (dec.) who was a wellknown business man/farmer
character of Menzies Creek.
My grandfather was William
Hermon a bullocky (with other
occupations - road contractor,
shearer, farmer) also of Menzies
Creek. His father - my great
grandfather selected land in The gothic masthead, a typography frequently used at that time, perhaps to give a
Menzies Creek in the 1800s.
sense of the sacredness of print.
‘The 1929 Fern Tree Gully
News [I am sending you] was probably one my will not photograph well. But we are keen to share
grandfather owned. He evidently was an avid reader of extracts with today’s readers.
As the masthead says, the main office of the 1920s
newspapers by hurricane lamp ... By 1929 my father
was 13 and also a reader so he might have read this newspaper was in Belgrave. Adverts and news items
come from Monbulk and Gembrooke to Vermont
issue too.
‘There is plenty to read of my family across the and Forest Hill. Prominent are the Royal Hotel, Upper
ages! My Mum was a great collector of memorabilia, Gully, and The Club Hotel, Mountain Gate, both still
especially that related to the family though there in their original (much refurbished) buildings.
A standout ad is for a family business who still
doesn’t seem to be anything specifically family in this
advertise in the present day Ferntree Gully News. This
particular paper.
‘I have posted the paper to your office - it is a bit is DeCoite’s, originally the blacksmith near the Club
sad looking but the articles and particularly the ads Hotel, proudly one of the longest established family
firms in area.
are gems.’
The broadsheet newspaper Lyn Hermon has sent us
has been folded many times, the paper is fragile, and
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Recently I was reading Yuval Harari’s Twenty One
Lessons, and I came across this little passage, ‘There
is something amiss with the intentions of those who
do not make a sincere effort to know.’ Well blow me
down. Dad, you little ripper – a secret lounge room
philosopher before his time. The man of so few words
– he knew you can always find a clue. There are plenty
of clues. Plenty of ideas. We are surrounded by them.
We just need to have a bit of a look.
I live on top of a steep hill in Upper Gully. I don’t
run down hills. My children and my grandchildren
don’t run down hills – well, some of them do, but I
have told them.

Peter Stagg

A letter to my
grandchildren
Hi, Ella, Micah and Jamie
I just wanted to check in with you to see how you
are going with this virus stuff. You are home from
school, but lucky your mum is a great teacher. It’s
all a bit sad and a bit scary for me and Nan and I
suppose for most people, but not much. It is what
it is. The reason I am writing is that I want to know
how you feel about it and what you know. The most
important thing about these unusual events is to
know what is going on here and in other places
around the world. It doesn’t happen very often in
our country, but it has happened before and we are
still all here and happy. Learning about how the
virus started, how it spread, how much Australia
relies on other countries to look after us – these are
the things we will learn from this time. I think your
job will be to remember what is going on, figure out
what mistakes have been made in the past, and be
clever enough to make sure that it won’t happen
again. We all have to keep learning, so let me know
what you think. I am still learning.

Love
Pete

DD

Sponsored by
Mountain Gate
Opportunity Shop

Mountain Gate

Tinkers rise to a design challenge

21

Tinkers’ special offer

We will be open for as long as permitted – we hope no
temporary closing.
To lighten the day, here’s a deal on repairs:
Bring in this ad along with your best smile and a joke!

Recently, one of our customers really tested our design
capabilities.
She brought us four treasured pieces: a little jar of
gold nuggets and dust mined by her grandfather many
years ago, a dragonfly brooch that belonged to her
grandmother, a ring that was her mother’s and a bangle
that was hers.
Now three generations of jewellery and memories have
come together as one in this unique and personalised
pendant.
We at Tinkers were given freedom of design. We saw
it as crucial that the gold dust and nuggets remain in
their natural form and able to be viewed. The challenge
was to design an elegant piece that incorporated all the
objects without appearing too heavy.
The dragonfly brooch forms the central oval. A band
of diamonds from the ring are set around the perimeter,
framed with delicate filigree work to break it up visually.
On the back of the pendant the tiny nuggets can be

A happy smile but terrible joke = 10% discount
A happy smile and ok joke = 20% discount
An amazing smile and a fantastic joke =
up to 50% discount.

TINKERS
JEWELLER – COBBLER – TAILOR

Come and see Alex,
your local jeweller
since

1988

viewed, enclosed in crystal glass specifically hand cut
for the piece. The diamond from the bangle sparkles
in the bail at the top of the pendant, connecting with
the chain.
Overall a very enjoyable project.Thank you to our
wonderful customer for trusting Tinkers with the
privilege of crafting for her family an heirloom for many
more generations to enjoy.

Alex

Jewellery Manufacturing & Repairs
Watch Batteries & Repairs
Engraving - Key Cutting - Shoe Repairs
Clothing Alterations - Giftware
Jewellery & Watch Sales
Shop 59 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre

next to the Commonwealth Bank

Ferntree Gully Road, Ferntree Gully
Phone 9758 8436
www.tinkers.com.au
or like us on Facebook Tinkers Repair Centre

Rocket science

Joseph was a Rocket Scientist. It was all he lived
for. He wasn’t much good at other things in life,
but he was a good Rocket Scientist. He struggled
daily with the day to day practical matters such
as shopping and banking and even with casual
conversation. Joseph was standing at the ATM
trying to remember which button to press to
extract $50, and holding up the queue. The chap
behind him was losing patience. ‘Come on, mate’,
he said. ‘It’s not rocket science’. Joseph turned to
him and replied, ‘I know’.

PS
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22 Faith Communities
Contact parishes for information
about services cancelled.
Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sean and Rachel Attard
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
www.stthomas.com.au
Tel.9758 0217
Email: sthomasuftg@bigpond.com
Vicar: Anne Kennedy
Sunday Services
8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Thoms Place Community Meal
10.00am-2.00pm Friday (not in January)
all are welcome for a cuppa and chat
with lunch served at 12 noon
RAFT Anglican Church
(Rowville and Ferntree Gully Together)
131 Taylors Lane, Rowville
www.raftchurch.org.au
Tel: 9764 2573
Email: admin@raftchurch.org.au
Sunday services
8:30am Traditional
10:30am Family (includes kids & teen churches)
5:00pm Contemporary
Senior Pastor: Hilton Jordan
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church
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Reflections on a virus

In this ‘brave new world’ we are living in at present, I
happened to be visiting The Hills Op Shop in Alpine
Street, Ferntree Gully, and noticed a piece of wisdom
written by a Fr. Richard Hendrick OFM (Franciscans)
about the Coronavirus and lockdowns. Here’s just a
glimpse:
Despite all the negatives:
They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise, you
can hear the birds again.
They say that in the streets of Assisi people are singing
to each other across the empty squares, keeping their
windows open so that those who are alone may hear the
sounds of family around them.
All over the world people are slowing down and reflecting,
waking up to a new reality –
to what really matters – to Love.
There is fear, but there does not have to be hate.
There is isolation, but there does not have to be loneliness.
There is sickness, but there does not have to be disease
of the soul.
There is even death, but there can always be a rebirth of
the love. …
Last Sunday, the New Testament reading (John 4:5-42)
was about Jesus meeting the Samaritan woman at the well.
In this ordinary yet extraordinary meeting of differences,
each one is transformed. She, probably an outcast,
becomes an agent of change for her community. Our
understanding of Jesus also undergoes transformation.
We discover that he too experiences vulnerability - he’s
thirsty, he finds he is unable to eat, he has to ask her for
help.
Can we look at this encounter at the well as a wakeup call to us all – to let it speak to our ‘present-ness’, to
shake us from our complacency and start to think about
the future differently?
Can this Coronavirus experience also be such a call to
re-assess how we respect and treat each other, how we
respect and treat the environment - how we walk together
into the future?

Pat Rivett

Upper Ferntree Gully welcomes
Reverend Anne
The congregation of St Thomas Anglican Church in
Upper Ferntree Gully has welcomed their new vicar,
Reverend Anne Kennedy and her husband, Rob.
Rev’d Anne, who was called to ordination in 2014,
says ‘I feel very privileged to share my ministry with the
people of Upper Ferntree Gully. We love the area and
the village atmosphere.’
‘St Thomas is an inclusive church, welcoming everyone
who wants to experience the love of God and to learn
about Jesus Christ, or who just wants company over a
meal or at a movie night’, she added.
The main outreach of St Thomas is Thom’s Lunch. A
home-cooked lunch is served every Friday from 12:00

‘Keep in contact as best you can’

Catholic Church services cancelled
In letters to all parishes on 13 and 18 March Catholic
bishops have encouraged people to ‘remember the words
of Jesus upon appearing before his disciples after his
resurrection: Again and again he said “peace be with
you.”(John 20:19) Let us not panic, nor be anxious, nor
reduce ourselves to caring only for ourselves. This is a time
to be sensible, practical, prayerful, and to share Christ’s
peace with those who are struggling to feel calm and safe.’
The bishops explain that, ‘As Christians, our priority
at all times is the care and safety of our people. To assist
in this, we want firstly to encourage you to take all
precautionary measures to care for your own health and
well-being, and that of those around you. If you feel you
are vulnerable to COVID-19, or are generally unwell;
are caring for those who are unwell; or think you might
be at risk; you are dispensed from your Sunday [Mass]
obligation from this time.
‘If you are unable to be present at a celebration of the
Eucharist, we encourage you to participate in other ways
such as time in personal and family prayer, reflecting
on the Scriptures, making a spiritual communion,
or participating in a Mass online at http://bit.ly/
MassOnDemand or https://melbournecatholic.org.au/
Mass.
Please keep in regular contact with your family,
neighbours and members of your parish communities as
best you can.’
The parish website: www.stjohnbaptist.net.au will be
posting information about websites in Rome and around
the world that offer Mass services streaming online or
prayers and reflections to help in these challenging times.

Anne Boyd
- 2:00pm, and people who come have a great time, sharing
good food and conversation. Meditation and prayer
groups meet weekly.
The second Friday of each month is Big Screen Film
Night – check out the program on the church door.
St Thomas also supports Anglicare through their food
collection program.
A secure adventure playground on Mount View Road in
front of the church is just waiting for some pre-schoolers.
‘It would be great to have some young families come
along to check us
out – you’ll receive
a warm welcome
through the
children’s ministry
program – and
have a great time
on the swings and
slide!’ says Rev’d
Anne, who can be
contacted at vicar.
stthomasuftg@
bigpond.com.

Community Contacts
Holi Festival of
Colours 2020

Nick Wakeling MP with locals celebrating Holi at Knox
Gardens Community Hall, Wantirna South

The good people at Hindi Niketan hosted a Holi Festival
of Colours celebration at the Knox Gardens Community
Hall on Monday 8 March.
Those who attended had the opportunity to experience
an array of vegetarian food and participate in songs,
dances and celebrations with coloured powder (Holi
Gulal).
Knox is fortunate to have a thriving and active
Hindu community who have long been an enthusiastic
part of Victoria’s multicultural landscape and make an
outstanding contribution to our society, across many
fields of endeavour.
It is great that our Hindu community and its leaders
in Victoria are able to share their heritage with the people
of Knox and the broader Victorian community.

Nick Wakeling

Your community contacts
Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com
FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316
playing at Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Anne McPherson 9801 2771, fourth
Mondays, Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association 9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677
Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup frplaygroup@gmail.com .
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457 460 313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed
thegullymensshed@gmail.com
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm

The Appeal of Good Friday
An annual fixture of the Good Friday public holiday
in Melbourne is the televised ‘Good Friday Appeal’ for
The Royal Children’s Hospital.
The fund-raiser was initiated by journalists from The
Herald and Weekly Times newspapers in 1931. For
the first two years the Good Friday Appeal focused on
raising funds for different hospitals, but from 1933 it has
focused exclusively on The Royal Children’s Hospital.
Since 1957 Channel Seven has televised the Good
Friday Appeal every year. Almost every year the final
tally exceeds the previous year’s mark, and last year’s
final tally was a record-breaking $18,175,467.
But the appeal of Good Friday is not about what we
do for others - as wonderful as that is.
The appeal of Good Friday is about what God has
loving done for us through Jesus; something infinitely
better than anything we could ever do. Good Friday is
good because - on that first Good Friday two thousand
years ago - Jesus willingly died in our place so we can be
reconciled to God. Of course the Good Friday Appeal is
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a cause worth supporting, but the real appeal of Good
Friday is that God has lovingly reconciled those who
depend on Jesus to himself.
Why not use this Good Friday to be reconciled to
God by depending on Jesus’ death yourself? Have a
great Good Friday!

Hilton Jordan
See the RAFT Church website for details of Easter
Services

Knox Baseball Club Gilbert Park David Rice 0419 330 323
www.knoxbaseball.com.au
Knox Community Gardens Society Inc. Mobile 0490 970
722 knoxcommunitygardens@gmail.com
Knox District Woodworkers Club Lynette Hartley 9758
9605
Knox Environment Society www.kes.org.au
Knox Exercise & Social Group.
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Heart Support
Ian Andrews: 0448 888 155
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays 1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary: 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library 10am-12pm Fridays and Saturdays
0424 265 790
Life Activities Club Knox Carol 9727 2726
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garvey 0400 823 441,
1st and 3rd Wednesday
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-11.30am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday,
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG Secretary Graeme Aspinall gas95992@
bigpond.net.au Thursdays 6.45pm
Rowville Seniors Sports 9763 7400
St John’s Tecoma Cricket Club. Talaskia Reserve. Mark
0404 029 418 stjohnstecomacc.com
U3A Knox 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club, Kings Park. Kim
Winters 0409 559 800. www.uftgcc.com.au
Upwey Country Music Graham 03 5964 8298

Mumbai Grill fundraiser
for Indian charities

The annual fundraiser, held on 22 February for two
Himalayan charities, was another great success, raising
a total of $3766. This was the largest amount raised
so far. As readers would know the amount is divided
between Prabhat Alloi (PA) in West Bengal and Learning
and Ideas for Tibet (LIT) in Dharamsala. Among its
many activities, PA provides tuition for children, food
production, healthcare and support for a village of
people who have experienced leprosy. It was funds from
these events that purchased cycle rickshaws to transport
children a 20 kilometre distance to school.
LIT is a small school providing classes in English and
healthcare to Tibetan refugees. In addition, it’s a hub for
information, counselling and support. Once again the
Mumbai Grill hosted the evening providing delicious
food and generosity. The Gully Group, which organises
the event, is deeply grateful to all those who attended
and also all those who so generously donated items for
raffles and auctions. The funds achieve so much in India
enabling the projects to continue and to develop further.

Teresa Cannon
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24 Community News
Balmoral: A New Lifestyle
Why choose a retirement village? For some it’s location. Or facilities.
Services. Low maintenance. Or new home features. But, for most, it’s
the promise of a thriving, social, welcoming and supportive lifestyle that
is so important.
Balmoral Over 55s Lifestyle Village offers a lifestyle few can match.
It boasts an active, fun and happy community in the heart of Wantirna
South. Being one of the few privately owned villages in Victoria, it
puts people first, and has done for over 35 years. This means that the
opportunities to socialise, meet new friends and get involved at the village
are encouraged and supported at all levels.
At the heart of the village, the Balmoral Community Centre is always
busy. Residents come together regularly for a cuppa, an activity or to
share a meal. Residents embrace the over 30 activities on offer as well
as events, fundraisers, market days and cocktail parties (to name a few!).
So, whether it be dining events or themed functions such as AFL
lunches, Oaks Day, Australia Day BBQ, Anzac and Remembrance Day
Ceremonies, the Salvation Army band, or St Patrick’s Day Lunch. Or
monthly activities such as a trivia competition, Devonshire tea, line
dancing, bingo, movie afternoons, craft, crazy whist, book discussion club,
speakers group, computer group or the bowls club smorgasbord dinner.
Whatever your interest. Balmoral could be just the right fit for you.
To see what’s on offer, drop past Balmoral any time. Balmoral Village
is at Ridge Road, Wantirna South. Phone 03 9800 1333

BALM 5823 Local News Ads 02 outl.indd 1

Ferntree Gully News April 2020

Community Development Fund
Apply
grants open 13 April 2020
Now
for applications for once-off
project and annual event grants
to assist not-for- profit community
groups in Knox.
knox.vic.gov.au/cdf

13/3/20 10:06 am

