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Bridging the time gap. ‘They thought they could’

From the spark of an idea to a full head of steam
Puffing Billy celebrates the launch of the
restored Garratt locomotive which arrived on
Australian shores from South Africa in 1996.
With a dedicated team of volunteers on board
the Garratt celebrated with an inaugural trip to

Menzies Creek. Serendipity, as it was also the
119th birthday of the creation of the Puffing
Billy steam experience.
See page 7 for the story of the restoration
of the Garratt and the announcement of a

Volunteer Recruitment Day for would be
Puffing Billy supporters. See also bushfire
reporting on pages 12-14.
Photo: Michael Greenhill

Free circulation to 9500 households and businesses in Ferntree Gully
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Home Page
From the editor

A new issue in the new year with the icon of
an old favourite featured on the cover. The
bush complements the newest addition to the
Puffing Billy family, a restored Garratt engine
from South Africa.
The Garratt has travelled many miles and
so too have bushfire volunteers, coming from
across the world, supporting our Australian
teams and endeavouring to save lives and
the diverse life of communities and habitats
across the nation. In the September 2009
editorial of the Ferntree Gully News Anne
Boyd commented that ‘Those that deal with
international disasters report that places with
strong community links survive better in
an emergency. And an important element
in strengthening community is a volunteer
newspaper where people can share the good
news stories and initiatives that make Ferntree
Gully a safe and beautiful place to be.’
Each Puffing Billy engine has its distinctive
whistle, an air voice. In this issue the Eastern
Radio article celebrates musical voices (see page
17) and the Hut Gallery encourages young
artists to use their visual voices by submitting
works in the Young@Art and Street Art
exhibitions (see page 16). The Gallery also offers
after school art classes. ‘Voices for over 55s’, an
exhibition from the Knox Bright Ideas seniors
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network, celebrates the older members of our
community, retirees who continue to contribute
in many ways, showing the worth of what they
have to say by doing (see page 25).
Please keep sending in your contributions.
And keep supporting our advertisers. Nearly
all are small local businesses, struggling like the
rest of us to cope with rapid change.
Congratulations to winners and nominees
in the Knox Australia Day Awards, and to all
the young recipients of Aston, Endeavour and
Rotary Awards (pages 3, 8, 20 and 21). Their
generosity and skills are inspiring.

Beverley Mills

You can place your full colour
advert in this space (60mm high x
80mm wide) for as little as $65.00
Gully News is a not-for-profit
community newspaper. Publishing
six times a year, 10,000 copies and we
depend on advertising to pay printing
costs.
See ferntreegullynews.com for more
sizes and prices

Ferntree Gully News
www.ferntreegullynews.com
Email: gullynews@gmail.com
Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm
or by appointment
Tel.: (03) 9758 3056
(Tuesdays or leave a message)
Ferntree Gully News is a volunteer-produced
community newspaper published by Mountain
District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully,
Victoria. 3156
Tel: (03) 9758 7859
Ferntree Gully News was launched in 2009 by Mountain
District Learning Centre in collaboration with Ferntree
Gully Village Traders Inc. Published six times a year, the
paper aims to build and strengthen community
by reporting the stories of people and groups
in Ferntree Gully.

Comings and goings in
the Village
Railyard Espresso
Corey and Kristy will be opening their colourful Railyard
Espresso cafe in Station Street in early February. Settle
back on a carriage seat and enjoy a coffee.

Seed of Life – Farmers Market
Saturday 15 February 9.00-2.00.
At 2 Francis Cres.

Walkers wanted
We have many walkers who deliver our paper bimonthly but we always have a need for more.
If you would like to become a walker for us please
contact John on 0468 364 331 to tell him which of
the rounds you would be able to do. Listed below are
some of the rounds available at the moment. Maps of
the rounds are of course provided
Area 45 – 100 papers to the houses in Windermere
Drive from Trefoil Street to Brunton Way including
all of Trefoil Street.
Area 56 – 80 papers to the houses bound by Ferntree
Gully Road, Greenaway Drive and Cambden Park
Parade.
Area 71 – 115 papers to the houses in the courts coming
off Mayfair Drive, including Auriol Court and the few
houses between.
Area 76 – 100 papers to the houses enclosed by
Hancock Drive and Segarta Circuit.

Advertisements
Ferntree Gully News relies on advertising revenue to
pay for printing.
Promote your business and support the community by
advertising in Ferntree Gully News
Prices begin at $65.00 inc. GST for an ad size 60mm
deep x 80mm wide
See website for sizes and prices
Email Pam McConnell: gullynews@gmail.com
Copy and publication dates 2020
No. 64 Copy date 13 March Publication 3 April
No. 65 Copy date 8 May
Publication 29 May
No. 66 Copy date 10 July
Publication 31 July
No. 67 Copy date 11 Sep
Publication 2 Oct
No. 68 Copy date 30 Oct
Publication 20 Nov
ABN 20 093 868 002
Disclaimer: The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are
not necessarily those of the supporting organisations unless
acknowledged as such. No endorsement of products and services
is implied by the listing of advertisers and sponsors. While every
effort is taken to print contributions accurately, the publishers
take no responsibility for errors.
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Australia Day awards for Knox locals
Knox City Council marked Australia Day 2020 by
honouring some of its leading community members
and by welcoming those who have become our newest
Australian citizens. An appreciative crowd supported
the recipients of the Knox Local Australia Day Awards
2020 at the Civic Centre. Nominees were recognised
for their selfless spirit, dedication and leadership in the
service of our community. The 2020 recipients are:

Citizen of the Year: Gary Cantwell

Gary was nominated for his ongoing commitment and
dedication to the Knox Community, for supporting
people with disabilities and especially enabling the
bowlers amongst them to enjoy a game at the Ferntree
Gully Bowls Club.

Volunteer of the Year: Neil Morriss

Neil was nominated for his many volunteer activities
with the Knox Community Baptist Church and St
Pauls, the Fairhills High School school council, with
excess food distribution and musical entertainment and
as a Bridges driver.

Local Hero: Sam Jelley

Sam was nominated for being a passionate advocate
for LGBTIQ+ young people. Sam was involved in
creating, producing and promoting the film Masked,
which explores the journey of a young transgender
person as they come to terms with gender identity
and negotiate the difficult process of coming out. He
is active in promoting awareness of these issues in the
wider community.

Environmentalist of the Year:
Erica Peters (see page 19)
Young Citizen of the Year:
Sam Heydon (see page 20)

Back L to R, Sam Jellay, Neil Morriss, Gary Cantwell,
Sam Heydon
Front L to R, Erica Peters, Jeanette Spencer

Elder Citizen of the Year:
Jeanette Spencer

Jeanette was nominated for her 50 year commitment
to volunteering with the Girl Guides, Scouts and Little
Athletics and her street Christmas concert.

PC, Mac, Laptop + Printer
Repairs, Sales + Upgrades
•
•
•
•

Troubleshooting
Computer Setup
Printer Setup
Email + Internet Setup

•
•
•
•

Data Backup + Recovery
Virus + Spyware Removal
Software Install
Ink Cartridges and Refills

109 Station St, Ferntree Gully

1300 489 434
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Dancing in the Village for 24 years

Annual fundraiser for
Indian charities

Readers will be familiar with the annual fundraiser
for Indian charities. Having heard the stories of local
folk who had volunteered with the charities, generous
Gully folk, (now warmly known as the Gully Group)
began the fundraisers some 10 years ago. Mumbai Grill
caters with delicious food. The event is fun and most
importantly the monies raised will assist vital projects
such as food security, microfinance, home construction,
rickshaw buses to transport children to school and
language and training classes that skill people for
independence and employment.
Venue: Mumbai Grill
42 Forest Road, Ferntree Gully
Time: 6:00pm for 6:30pm
Date: 22 February 2020
Cost: $40 per head (We are charged per head and regret
we can no longer provide free meals for children.)
RSVP: by 15 February to 0415 414 820 or tcannon@
bigpond.net.au

The Noelene Taylor Dancers are a part of the Ferntree
Gully village, meeting in the Uniting Church hall in
The Avenue and offering classes in tap, jazz, lyrical
ballet and hiphop. Ballet is recognized as being
beneficial for footballers who gain skills in movement
and balance when they incorporate aspects of ballet
into their training routines. Noelene has led sessions
in Taekwondo using ballet as the basis and Pilates can
also adopt ballet techniques.
For the past 24 years Noelene has taught girls and
boys from 18 months of age to advanced adults to put
their best foot forward and enjoy movement for the
love of dance in a safe, fun, inclusive and stress free
environment where everyone can shine.
There are no competitions or dance examinations.
Everyone works towards a team presentation in the
yearly showcase. Noelene’s dancers are serious about
dancing for fun!
Students from Noelene’s classes have formed lifelong
friendships. Many have continued their love of
performance and a positive approach to life in careers
which include managing a production company,
teaching drama, myotherapy and as personal trainers.
Visit the Noelene Taylor Dancers website at www.
ntdancers.com.au, email enquiries@ntdancers.com.
au. or call Noelene on 0419 156 377 for further
information.

Beverley Mills
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Get fit! Have fun! Work Hard!
& Learn to perform
With Noelene Taylor Dancers

Knox
Festival 2020

Saturday 29 February 10am–9pm
Sunday 1 March 10am–5pm
Wally Tew Reserve, Ferntree Gully
Free Community Event
knox.vic.gov.au/knoxfestival

Community Bank
Barefoot Bowls anyone?
The Boronia Lawn Bowls Club are holding a Barefoot
Bowls event over four nights in March 2020 and it is
open to all local businesses. This will be a unique and fun
way to network and meet other local business owners
from the Ferntree Gully and the broader Knox areas.
Branch teams from the Ferntree Gully and Rowville
Community Bank Branches will be in attendance and
only too happy to join your team. The Barefoot Bowls
event will be held over four nights on the 4, 11, 18 and
25 March 2020 at the Boronia Bowls Club.
Anyone can play it. No matter how young or old,
they will get you on the greens and have you bowling
in no time.
This will be ideal for work colleagues, businesses keen
to network, team building or for simply having fun in
the sun with friends.
Why not bring your work colleagues along to what
is sure to be a fun series of barefoot bowls events? The
Boronia Lawn Bowls Club will put on a BBQ and drinks
will be at bar prices. All funds raised will be donated
to charity.

Our staff will be there so you can come alone and
join one of our teams or field a complete team of four!
There will be raffles, networking opportunities and
prizes galore.

5
5

If this sounds like something you might enjoy please
call Bec at our Ferntree Gully Community Bank Branch
on (03) 9756 0332 to register your interest today as
places are filling fast.

Meet our newest team member
Lisa Hulley is our newest staff member
and has joined us as a Customer Service
Officer and will work predominantly at
our Rowville Gully Community Bank
Branch. You may see her at our Ferntree
Gully Community Bank Branch from
time to time so be sure to give her a
warm welcome. Lisa joins us having had
significant experience with CBA at their
Wangaratta, Wodonga and Yarrawonga
Branches.
Lisa has two sons Ryan and Mathew and
she enjoys spending time with her family.
She also has a passion for swimming and
loves a good movie.

The Community Bank supported Knox Woodworkers Christmas toys for charities.
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Dinosaurs stalk the
Scoresby Plains
Scoresby Steamfest is an opportunity to showcase the machines, the
dinosaurs, which once built roads, tilled the soil, tunnelled, sailed
and carted goods. Machines now saved from scrap demonstrate the
progression in their evolution and their worth in the evolution of
society. Blacksmiths demonstrate the art of shaping red hot metal to
form parts. The museum gives children the opportunity to see and hear
metal working with all its attendant effects of steam, heat, smoke and
the mechanical chatter of bangs, clangs and thumps.
Towering over the Centre, the Mike Mulligan like steam shovel and the
walking dragline are mechanical dinosaurs. Children can gaze upwards
in awe as the Morwell dragline walks across the land, a dinosaur with
a skin of cogs and cables, gears and levers, nuts and bolts, imagination
and a blacksmith’s skills.
The steam truck Ethel has no windscreen, no doors, no windows and
no headlights. It races along at 7kms an hour if it has fire in its transverse
boiler directly in front of the driver. A brontosaurus of early transport!
The annual Steamfest runs from 7 - 9 March. Details www.
melbournesteam.com.au

Beverley Mills

‘A world of scrumptious wonderment’
has come to Upper Gully
Ferntree Gully News photographer Barbara Oehring was present at the
opening of an artisan ice cream shop on 11 November 2019. Robin and
Pip Le Blond from the 1812 Theatre also arrived to try out the ice cream.
They were happy to have their photograph taken for the Gully News.
The fresh and snappy décor is but a background for the main display:
36 varieties of gleaming, colourful ice cream. Even the names are enticing
– think Augustus Surprise, Raspberry White Chocolate, Peanut Butter
& Jelly, even Zuppa Inglese...
Where does this magic come from? The ice cream artisans’ central
kitchen is in Essendon from whence the luscious product is delivered
to 14 outlets across Victoria.
Augustus Gelatery fronts on to 1228 Burwood Highway next to
Brew’d Café. The entrance is opposite the 1812 Theatre in Rose Crescent.
Open from 11.00am to 11.00pm every day of the year. Telephone
9762 3610
Robin and Pip Le Blond enjoy the flavours. Photo by Barbara Oehring.
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Slow and steady wins the race after 23 years
A labour of love for Puffing Billy volunteers as they unveil the restored NG/G16 129
Garratt locomotive
Friends and colleagues were invited to share the
culmination of a 23 year old dream which became a
reality when the restored South African class NG/G16
129 Garratt locomotive rolled out of Belgrave Station
on December 18 on its inaugural trip to Menzies
Creek Station and Puffing Billy Museum. The date was
significant as Puffing Billy celebrated its 119th birthday
on the day.
Built by Beyer Peacock and Co in England in 1951,
the Garratt was used to deliver agricultural and mineral
products across the hilly terrain and tight curves of
South Africa’s rural railways. The Dandenong Ranges
would be an ideal new home.
Rail enthusiasts Peter Ralph and Alan Gardner
spearheaded the purchase of the engine in 1996. It will
support the restored sole surviving Victorian Railways
Garratt G42 which was saved from the scrapper’s torch
in 1964.
NG/G16 129 arrived in Belgrave in 1996 and
fundraising continued to cover the cost of the $2.4
million restoration. The challenge was to regauge the
two foot gauge Garratt to two foot six inches -- a feat
which had never before been attempted. In 2011 a
dedicated team led by John Brady, Harry Hibgame and
Russell Hicks, who had undertaken a feasibility study,
commenced the project.
With its original wheels and cylinders, silver boiler
bands, gleaming polished copper piping and a brand
new enlarged cab with windows, doors and seats, the
NG/G16 129 can readily haul 16 full length carriages
full of excited passengers.

The Garratt locomotive as it arrived in Belgrave in 1996.

Enthusiastic supporters and volunteers rode behind an idea has led to the restoration of a piece of rolling
NG/G16 129, double-headed with G42, on its first stock which is a credit to its restorers and is a valuable
passenger run to Menzies Creek for a celebratory addition to the Puffing Billy Railway.
lunch set up within the museum and surrounded by
Beverley Mills
painstakingly restored railway artefacts. The spark of

Volunteer
Recruitment
Day
Are you interested in building
lifelong friendships, contributing
to the community and being
part of living history?
Discover the many volunteer opportunities
available to you at Puffing Billy Railway

SUNDAY
23 FEB
11Am – 1pm

Menzies Creek Museum Precinct p: 03 9757 0715
Register your FREE attendance online: puffingbilly.com.au/volunteer
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Proudly sponsored by
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

•
•
•
•
•

Chanbormey Hor from Fairhills High School;
Tyler Francis from Ferntree Gully North Primary
School;
Yael Elbar Upper Ferntree Gully Primary School;
Benjamin Harris from St Joseph’s College;
Aaron Sujeev from St John the Baptist Primary
School.

Congratulations to our outstanding young citizens.

The Hon Alan Tudge,
Federal Member for Aston
Left: Benjamin Harris at St Josephs College, Ferntree Gully
receives award from Hon. Alan Tudge MP.

Knox Relay for Life

Aston Shield awards young citizens
At the end of each year, I have the pleasure of recognising
some of our great young citizens in the Ferntree Gully
area through the presentation of the Aston Shield.
In each school, the shield is awarded to a student
for good citizenship; someone who has demonstrated
compassion, a commitment to others, and who has
been a great role model for their school and community.
The Aston Shield is awarded in the spirit of Tilly
Aston, who was a remarkable woman in Australian
history who did so much for the welfare of blind people.
The Federal Electorate of Aston (which covers most of
Knox) is named after her.
Tilly was born in 1873 and was completely blind by
the age of seven. Yet, despite her obvious challenges,
Tilly’s courage and tenacity brought great advancement
for blind and vision impaired people. She secured voting

rights, better access to public transport, and established
the first braille library. (Tilly herself had to drop out
of university because there were no braille books.)
Finally, she set up Vision Australia – an organisation
that still exists today and helps tens of thousands of
people each year.
I am very proud of our young winners. If Tilly were
alive today, I am sure that she would also be very proud.
The winners who received the Aston Shield, in the
Ferntree Gully area in 2019 were:
•
•
•

Joshua Abbott from Fairhills Primary School;
Brianna McLennan from Wattleview Primary
School;
Mahta Moradiamani from Mountain Gate Primary
School;

Alan Tudge announces that the Knox Relay for Life
supports the Cancer Council of Victoria and has been
running in communities across Australia for 19 years.
This will be the ninth anniversary of the Knox Relay
for Life.
Knox Relay for Life consists of teams who walk, jog
or run for 18 hours around the Knox Athletics Track.
Rest assured, you don’t have to do the whole 18 hours
yourself (although some people do!). Rather, your team
has to ensure that your team’s baton is being carried
for the entire duration. Teams gather sponsors and/or
raise money for participating. The relay is also a time
to remember those who have been lost to cancer or are
in the process of having treatment and to celebrate with
those who have beaten cancer.
The Relay for Life this year will be held at the Knox
Athletics Track on Saturday 14 March, starting at
4:00pm for the official opening and finishing on Sunday
15 March at 10:00am. The committee would like to
see a record number of teams and participants for their
ninth year.
There are 17 teams currently registered with 78
participants. Please consider registering a team
from your community to participate in the event.
Alternatively, you and your members would be very
welcome to join Team Tudge or just come down to the
event for part of the time and possibly throw in a few
dollars. You can find more detailed information and
how to register at secure.fundraising.cancer.org.au

ALAN TUDGE MP
Federal Member for Aston
tudgeMP
9887 3890
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alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au
www.alantudge.com.au

Authorised by Alan Tudge MP, Liberal Party of Australia. Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South VIC 3152

Mountain District Learning Centre
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Outdoor education challenges with the WILD Program at MDLC
In conjunction with EACH, MDLC put together an
exciting outdoor education program to offer students
a chance to step out of their comfort zone. The main
aim of this program was to provide a safe supportive
environment where the students could challenge
themselves and experience outdoor activities whilst
developing self-confidence and self-belief. The students
participated in abseiling, caving, river sledding and
rafting whilst discovering new talents, setting personal
and group goals and having lots of fun along the way.
These sessions were designed to be challenging whilst
still sticking with the principle of Challenge By Choice.
Each student was interviewed prior to the
commencement of the program where they highlighted
their areas of development and their strengths. At the
conclusion of the program, students met with the
EACH Coordinator to discuss what new beliefs they
had about themselves. The program concluded with a
celebratory pizza dinner and a photo slideshow of the
highlights.

Sandra Donovan

MDLC WILD caving group.

Course on Developing a Community Newspaper Local places for support in
Further details will be made available as soon as
Last year the Mountain District Learning Centre
delivered a practical and informative course on how possible on the MDLC website and the April issue of
to develop and run a community newspaper. Led by the paper.
experienced tutors the course will be run again this year
for two hours per week in May and June. It will include
the following topics:
• Purpose and importance of a community newspaper
• Governance and ethics
• Content selection: text and image
• Researching the story, interviewing
• Crafting the story
• Role of the editor
• Proofreading
• Photography and importance of the image
• Formatting and layout
• Advertising
• Print numbers and distribution
• Visit to printing press

Ferntree Gully
The Mountain District Learning Centre, with the
support of a grant from the Knox City Council
Community Development Fund, has put together
this handy pocket-sized brochure. It gives details about
organisations a person can contact for a wide range of
needs including food, finance, legal etc.

Local places for support brochure.
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NOW OPEN IN FERNTREE GULLY

TRAINING

94-98 Station Street, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
Call 0405 662 799 or visit coachingzone.com.au

PERSONAL
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10 Food Feature
Be an engaged cook: use a pestle and mortar
One of my New Year’s resolutions is to use our granite
mortar and pestle more often, to extract the full flavour
from simple cooking ingredients.
Garlic crushed by a pestle (a tiny club) in a mortar (a
small bowl made of wood, stone or ceramic) is better
for the overall flavour of a dish than garlic chopped by
a knife. Similarly, sweet basil pounded using a pestle in
a mortar gives off a wonderful aroma and the crushing
action releases essential oils.
There’s a good reason why primitive pestle and mortars
have been used in kitchens throughout the world
for thousands of years and are still recommended by
celebrated chefs such as Jamie Oliver. Oliver thinks the
pestle and mortar is the ultimate gadget and the one
thing every home chef needs.
The design of a pestle and mortar has largely remained
unchanged for the last 10,000 years. They are still just as
effective for grinding, crushing or bashing fresh herbs,
seeds, leaves, whole spices, aromatic roots, peppercorns,
coarse salt, legumes and nuts.
While it may take slightly more time to prepare a dish
using a mortar and pestle, one is certainly more engaged
with the ingredients and cooking process when doing
so and the reward is more flavoursome food.
There are a multitude of spice blends, dressings, dips,
sauces and marinades you can make with a pestle and
mortar. To make a classic marinade, simply pound up
fresh basil leaves and garlic cloves, then mix in extra
virgin olive oil, lemon juice, and a pinch of salt.

Tom and Ann welcome you to 121 Station Café,
We’re more than a coffee shop!
Home-made Aussie and Vietnamese style food.
Great coffee, delicious salad rolls
and service with a smile.
Open Monday to Friday 7.30am to 3pm
Saturday 8am to 2pm
Phone: 0434 959 255
Phone: 0413 329 963

Come in & try our new summer
Mediterranean dinner menu.
Tapas starts from 5pm on
Friday & Saturday nights.
Dinner bookings available!
Call 9720 7770
719 Mountain Highway, Bayswater

Connect with us
@montanospatisserie

You can also crush white peppercorns, garlic, and
rosemary leaves, then mix them with extra virgin olive
oil, lemon juice, and a pinch of salt. This marinade is
perfect for poultry, lamb and pork.
A good tip when using fresh rosemary is to dunk the
rosemary stalks into boiling water first. Shake off the
water, then strip the rosemary leaves from the stalks.
Dipping the rosemary in the boiling water releases the
oils which improves the flavour.
Add the driest ingredients such as dried herbs and
spices to the mortar first. Once these are crushed, you
can add the moist ingredients such as garlic and fresh
herbs. Oily foods such as cheese and oils can be added
next, followed by wet substances such as lemon juice
and vinegar. Taste the mixture and add salt if needed.

A classic sauce that should be made using a mortar
and pestle is Basil Pesto. The word Pesto even comes
from the same root as pestle.
To make Basil Pesto, simply add three handfuls of
fresh basil leaves to a mortar. Crush the basil, before
pounding up one clove of garlic, and a handful of
pine nuts. Add freshly grated parmesan cheese to the
mixture, before stirring in extra virgin olive oil. Add
a small squeeze of lemon juice, and salt and pepper if
desired. Basil Pesto works wonderfully stirred through
pasta.
Bon Appétit.

Gemma Franks

Thinking of
having a party?
Think...

Flame Trees
Local family
business

to book your next party or function
FernTRee gully

38 -40 Forest Road
Ferntree Gully, Vic 3156

9758 4829

BAYSWATER

741 mountain Highway
bayswater, Vic 3153

9720 5772

www.flametreesburgerbar.com.au
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Ferntree Gully Bowling Club
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Walking football kicks off again at U3A Knox
Are you or your partner bored, don’t get enough exercise,
can no longer play the sports you used to love or just
want to try something new? Want to have plenty of
laughs, enjoy camaraderie, make friends and kick a
few goals?
Why not try indoor walking football. This is a
modified version of soccer for both men and women
over the age of 50 and you don’t need to know how
to play. It is low-impact, team-based exercise wrapped
in a whole lot of fun that aims to provide physical
and mental health benefits, social connectedness and

the benefits of ongoing physical activity. It’s a great
mood lifter and helps improve balance, mobility and
coordination.
There are very few rules to remember, basically no
running, tackling or high kicks, but it’s still challenging
enough to make it competitive, especially when your
team is winning and you kick a few goals.
Our first term begins on 29 January 2020 so why not
come along, chat to the team members and have a go
before you commit. If you would like to give it a try,
enrol now online or via the U3A office after 28 January.

Walking football is just one of the 168 courses and
activities that run most weeks at U3A Knox. Last year we
had 1460 individual members participating in these. If
you are over 45 and no longer working full time you can
join them. The courses and activities are listed on our
website. www.u3aknox.org.au. Have a look and when
you find something you like, enrol and join online.
Otherwise visit our office at 1a Park Boulevard, Ferntree
Gully. Office hours 9.30am - 3.30pm Monday to Friday.

Catherine Balaz

Celebrating the All Abilities tennis match at Knox City
Tennis Club
The All Abilities exhibition tennis match played at
the Knox City Tennis Club on Monday 2 December
coincided with the Monday All Abilities fitness and
tennis program. The event celebrated the International
Day of Disability. A barbeque was held following the
match. Head coach at the club Gary Leach from Velocity
Tennis was joined by players and supporters including
Nick Wakeling MP, state member for Ferntree Gully.

Chloe who has been a ball kid at three Australian
Opens and Lauren were ball kids together on the day.
The event was hosted and umpired by Tim Beare, who
has officiated at four Australian Opens as a linesperson.
Tim runs the program on a weekly basis.
For further information contact Tim Beare 0421
194 232

Women’s basketball role models inspire
Deakin Melbourne Boomers play at the
State Basketball Centre in Wantirna South,
competing in the WNBL which is the highest
basketball league for women in Australia.
The Boomers are elite athletes, coming from
Australia, New Zealand and the USA. They
are amazing role models and engage with fans
from many backgrounds.
The team is currently sitting second on the
ladder and have had a successful stint this
season with finals looking very promising.
The Boomers are partnered with the Knox
City Council and engage in many community
events throughout the year inspiring children,
mothers, at risk youth and many other groups.
For further details:
www.melbourneboomers.com.au

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club
2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully
Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888
www.ftgbowls.com.au

Our Bistro is open

Come and join us for a meal at the
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

Ferntree

For lunch
Tuesday to Friday
12.00pm to 2.00pm
On Sundays
12.00 to 2.00pm
And for dinner
Tuesday-Sunday
from 6.00pm
Closed Mondays
Gully News August 2016
For bookings ring 9753 5888
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12 Ferntree Gully CFA
The bushfire season has hit Australians very hard
As I am writing this article, we are in the midst of one of
Australia’s worst fire seasons. East Gippsland is suffering
very badly. Ferntree Gully Volunteer CFA firefighters
have been involved from the start. Our members have
been part of strike teams working in Queensland, New
South Wales and now East Gippsland. During the
whole of this time, we have maintained members to
crew each of our four firefighting vehicles. Our pumper,
heavy tanker, big Fill, and slip-on have always been
available when called upon to protect Ferntree Gully
and surrounding areas.

Brigade and Community assistance
for East Gippsland farmers who have
suffered drought and fire

Our brigade has collected and distributed over
85 pallets of canned, bottled and ‘long-life’ food,
as well as water and toiletries for those struggling
in East Gippsland. Queues of community-minded
people delivered an enormous amount of the above
requirements showing just how generous and supportive
Australians are in a time of crisis.
Brigade members spent hundreds of hours sorting
and boxing donations to be packed on pallets to be
transported by trucks to the fire areas. Transport to East
Gippsland Farmers’ Relief was donated by Mainfreight,
E and S Trading and other organisations. Boxes were
supplied by EDMI, and several pallets of toiletries
by Natures Organics in FTG. Numerous other local
businesses including Barry Plant at Boronia assisted
us. We would like to thank all our supporters for their
generosity.

Gas fired BBQs continue to be a real
problem

Already this summer, Ferntree Gully CFA and our
other Knox Group brigades have experienced many fire
calls to gas BBQ fires. Such fires can be very serious as
the BBQs are often situated on patios or verandahs.
Fires can then rapidly spread to the entire house and
property.
Gas BBQ fires are preventable fires!
Before lighting any gas BBQ
• Check the connections with a soapy water spray.
Keep the spray bottle with your BBQ so that
you can use it each time the BBQ is used. If gas
is escaping, bubbles will be seen. Make sure the
connections are tightened and check again. If gas
still escapes, do not use the BBQ.
• Visually check gas hoses and O ring seals. They
will harden and crack with age. They need to be
maintained and seals replaced at regular intervals.
• Inspect the gas bottle and if damaged, replace it.
• Always clean the BBQ after use while the fat is
more easily removed. BBQs caked in fat are more
likely to catch fire.
• As with any cooking, never leave it unattended.

Understanding your risk during the
bush and grass fire season

By the time you read this article, FTG CFA will have
held Community Bushfire meetings at the top of
Olivebank Road and at Koolunga Reserve. More could
be held at short notice if necessary .
Always watch our facebook page for such information.
Ferntree Gully has over 600 homes in the Ferntree
Gully CFA Bushfire Management Overlay (BMO) area.
Our neighbouring areas also have hundreds of homes
and properties in their BMO areas. It is imperative that
all residents living in or near these areas, have a well
known and practised bushfire plan which involves every
member of the family, including pets. Have a good look
at the area that you live in and ask yourself whether or
not bushfire could ravage your area. Google: bushfire
overlay management area in Knox or go to the link
below for a map.
http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/Files/Planning/Map_
of_Knox_with_Bushfire_Management_Overlay.PDF

Graham Crichton

Gas BBQs are like any piece of equipment, they need
to be maintained for efficient and safe use. Gas will
escape from cracked hoses, seals and loose fittings if
it gets a chance. It will then ignite and fire will spread
uncontrollably over the BBQ. The likelihood is that it
will then engulf the surrounding structure.
Google CFA BBQ Safety for more information.

Photo by Justin Stackpole.

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade
A 100% Volunteer CFA Brigade
24/7, 365 days a year
for over 77 years
Email: info@ftgcfa.org.au
Follow us on Facebook.

Fire calls 000
Photo by Graham Crichton.
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Have you ever thought of becoming
a recruit in FTG CFA?
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Bushfire information links
It is important that residents source consistent
information to ensure there’s no confusion, especially
in relation to such crucial issues as bushfire.
Residents who are eager to have localised, specific
information and warnings regarding their local area
(both within and outside Bushfire Management
Overlay or bushfire-prone areas) can download the
VicEmergency app. VicEmergency maintains up-to-date
warning information including Watch and Act, Advice,
Evacuate Now orders etc, localised to the ‘watch zones’
you set personally. It will advise about all sorts of risks
including fires, ember attacks, air quality and so on. This
might support people in communities such as Ferntree
Gully which can sometimes feel that the information
for high-risk areas, rural areas etc doesn’t quite apply.
If you Google ‘VicEmergency app’ you’ll find links to
download the app such as:
• App Store (for iPhone) - https://apps.apple.com/
au/app/vicemergency/id356559665
• Google Play or Play Store (for Android devices
such as Samsung) - https://play.google.com/
store/apps/details?id=com.naturallybeing.
fireready&hl=en_AU
The CFA also has some information on the
VicEmergency App on its website: https://www.cfa.
vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/vicemergency-app

Photo: Strike team by Justin Stackpole.

Knox Community responds generously to bushfire tragedy
The bushfire crisis across Victoria and around the
country has dominated headlines this summer. In this
time of great tragedy, we have seen the very best of the
Knox community.
Knox Council has been inundated with messages from
residents looking for ways they can support bushfire
relief efforts.
Members of local emergency services including the
Ferntree Gully CFA and Scoresby Fire Brigade have
attended the fires in East Gippsland, providing onthe-ground support to those fighting the bushfires and
witnessing the horrific conditions first-hand.
Local clubs and community organisations have held
fundraisers and collected donations to support impacted

families and communities.
Knox City Council Mayor, Cr Nicole Seymour said
that the response has been testament to the character
of Knox.
‘We are a community that truly cares about our
natural environment and about each other,’ said Cr
Seymour.
‘The true sense of mateship, generosity and compassion
within the Knox community has shone during this time
of incredible hardship.’
‘Here in the foothills of the Dandenong Ranges, our
natural landscape is precious to us and the threat of fire
Continued on page 15.

A single ember can spread bushfires as far as 40km.
Burning embers from bushfires can travel up to 40km, starting new fires in seconds, destroying
homes and making escape impossible. If the Fire Danger Rating is ever extreme or above, don’t
hesitate. Leave early.

Plan. Act. Survive. Go to emergency.vic.gov.au

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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Community bushfire response
Continued from page 13.

is all too close to home for many‘I thank everyone who
has contributed in any way they can during this time.’
Knox Council has also responded to calls for support
from impacted municipalities, providing assistance
with response and relief efforts, such as deploying staff
to support East Gippsland Shire.
Council will continue to work with the Municipal
Association of Victoria regarding further assistance
required over the coming weeks and months, as the
impacted areas begin recovery efforts.
Those who still wish to provide support are reminded
that monetary donations are the best way to ensure
your contribution goes to helping those effected by
the bushfires.
Visit the Victorian Bushfire Appeal website for
information on how to contribute.
The fires in East Gippsland have been burning since
November and with the fire season set to continue for
several months, the generous contributions of those in

Knox, across Australia and around the world need to
continue to ensure these communities have the resources
needed to rebuild.
Cr Seymour echoed this sentiment. ‘As individuals, we
can keep these communities front-of-mind and consider
how we can support them on an ongoing basis,’ she said.
‘As well as monetary donations, choosing to purchase
produce and products from East Gippsland is a fantastic
way to support businesses in the impacted areas and
assist them in providing jobs as their communities
begin to rebuild.
‘So when you’re doing your grocery shopping, take a
look at the label – if it says “made in East Gippsland”,
make it your first choice.’
Visit the VicEmergency website for more information
and resources on the bushfires and how to provide
support.
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Visit Babaji's Kitchen in Belgrave and try out the
restaurant’s specialty, Masala Dosa,to support the
Mallacoota community. All sales will be passed on to the
bistro at the Mallacoota Golf Club which is experiencing
a lack of customers in the wake of the devastating fires.
For further information see: babajiskitchen.com.au

Knox Italian Community Club Inc.
Including Next Generation
& Knox Italian Senior Citizens Club

Bushfire Appeal

We invite all our Members and Friends to the
“Valentine’s Day Lunch” on Thursday 13 th February 2020

FTG CFA Open Day and the Ferntree Gully Fair
This very successful event was held on Saturday 30
November. The weather and the crowds were amazing.
Thanks must go to our Knox Volunteer SES who
performed a car rescue in the middle of The Avenue,
and to firefighter April from The Basin Brigade for her

Bushfire support for
Mallacoota Golf Club Bistro
through January and February

wonderful children’s fire awareness pantomime. Our
thanks go to RACV for towing the car to and from Pick
a Part and to Pick a Part for supplying the car for the
SES to demonstrate their rescue techniques.

Graham Crichton

Take part in this Community Special Appeal to donate towards
all our countrymen and CFA Volunteers affected by this
devastating Bushfire - All donations and profit on the day will
be banked thru the Bendigo Bank Victoria Bushfire Appeal
Bank receipt of deposit will be displayed at Club after the event
The Knox Italian Club Inc has committed $1,000.00
The Knox Italian Senior Citizens Club has committed $500.00
some of our members have already donated
We hope to see you at this lunch and for your donation, whatever the sum
might be it will make a difference! Please see Michael for your donation prior
to the event or call 0419 330 977 and book for lunch.
Thank you, Michael Migliaccio
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Village Fair fun day

Sunshine not showers. Sunhats and sunshades. Just what
was ordered for the day of the Village fair.
The Avenue was bustling with stallholders ranged
along the street and fairgoers enjoying the variety of
crafts, plants, dog treats, delectable food and trash and
treasure. The Uniting Church art and craft exhibition
drew crowds who were asked to judge their favourite
work. Station Street also bustled with face painting,
cupcakes and dancewear final touches. Across the
railway line the Senior Citizens Club tempted readers
and browsers with a giant book and bric a brac sale.
Vintage cars lined the footpath. The hand operated
windscreen wiper on the Demak ute was a novelty but
fortunately did not have to be pressed into service on
the day.
Have rock and rollers ever danced in Wyuna Street
before? Captain Koala entertained and informed the
crowd with a ‘safety in the home’ pantomime. The Knox
Toy Library offered families the opportunity to try out
some of the larger toys which can be borrowed, much

Ferntree Gully Village Fair was
sponsored by Knox City Council.

to the delight of the children.
David the roving MC kept everyone informed of
the attractions and Mae Collard’s School of Music
showcased the students who
presented a variety of musical
items. A perfect opportunity to
experience the thrill of having
a live audience.
The pet farm’s furry critters
were popular as always, with
cuddles on offer. Then it
was off following the library
treasure hunt clues with a
show bag prize from the
newsagency. Buskers added to
the atmosphere with a band
and a young violinist in Station
Street.
The CFA open day was
highly successful with the
added attraction being a
demonstration of a car rescue
by Knox SES using specialized
cutting equipment. A sure fire
attraction for next year!
Many thanks to everyone
who assisted to bring the fair
together and who helped to
make it a very enjoyable day.

Beverley Mills
Photos by
Barbara Oehring

Cat Missy Moo and family watch the Pet Farm outside Foothills Veterinary Clinic.
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Sponsored by
Ferntree Gully
Arts Society
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Artful elders inspire art in the young
Marian has curated all of the Young @ Art exhibitions.
‘So many young ones are gifted,’ she says, ‘yet their
work wasn’t being seen. Now it’s seen and appreciated
by the community.’

Street Art

Will you be a better scientist, carpenter or technologist
if you’ve engaged in the Arts? There is much to confirm
that this is so. Creative individuals think conservatively
as well as radically. They bring innovative solutions to
problems. They are curious and often prepared to take
a risk to discover new and useful ways to live.
These ideas were not lost on Shirley Dougan and
Marian Lowe from the FTG Arts Society, when they
determined to encourage young people to be involved
in creating art. Having long term interests in the Arts,
they brought a particular vision to their ideas – one that
would reach out and communicate with young people.
And deep within their objectives was a keenness to
enable young artists to discover their expressiveness, to
find a voice and to feel valued. Marian puts it succinctly,
‘Our aim was to give young artists the opportunity to
exhibit their work. In this way they would see their work
and the work of others. They would hear the responses
of the viewers and those of the judges. They would see
that their work was valued. And more importantly, they
would see that they themselves were valued.’

Young @ Art

With these ideas in mind, Marian set up the Young
@ Art exhibitions which are open to secondary
school students (see below for details). In 2020 they
will celebrate their 10th anniversary. Both Marian
and Shirley are grateful to Knox City Council who
generously funded the first two years from the Knox
Community Development Fund. This fund enables
development, enhancement and support for community
projects and it facilitated the Young @ Art exhibitions
to take form. In subsequent years, Young @ Art has
been sponsored by the FTG Community Bank, a branch
of the Bendigo Bank. The attendance of bank staff at
the exhibitions is particularly appreciated. It’s another
demonstration to the young ones that they and their
work are valued.
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When artistic expressions (graffiti to some) began to
appear on walls and fences around the Gully, FTG
Arts member, Kaye Webb, saw an exciting possibility.
In 2012, she established the Street Art exhibitions,
enabling young people to display their creative works
for viewing and judging. These exhibitions, with their
energy and colour, have been delighting spectators.
Shirley began organising the exhibitions some four years
ago. Fascinated by the craze for skaters to appreciate
art on their boards, she encouraged skate deck art.
She’s particularly grateful to the Globe Company for
their generous support in providing products over the
last three years. Artist Ian Blokkeerus (professional
name BLOKK), who is renowned for his creative
works throughout Melbourne, judges the work. With
his particular expertise, he brings current and relevant
appraisals to the works, demonstrating, yet again, the
value of the young artists and their expressions.
‘People were not quite used to street art exhibitions
when we started,’ says Shirley. ‘The work on silos wasn’t
as well-known as it is today. They thought we were
nutters. Actually we were pioneers!’ she quips.

Knox City Council

Knox City Council has also been actively involved
in supporting young artists. Secondary school
students have been tutored by, and worked with,
acclaimed artists to create public works. You can see
the results of these projects at
http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/
communityandpublicarts For
information on community
development grants see: http://
www.knox.vic.gov.au/cdf

Teresa Cannon

Forthcoming exhibitions and classes

For young people wishing to learn and develop their
art, the FTG Arts Society runs classes during school
holidays and Thursdays after school. Details below.
Both Marian and Shirley are keen to see many
entrants for the FTG Arts Society exhibitions in 2020.
So, here’s a call-out to schools, teachers and parents to
encourage your young people to get involved. And it’s a
call-out too to the young ones yourselves to be involved.
See website below.

Teresa Cannon

The Ferntree Gully Arts Society
at The Hut Gallery
157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

February Exhibitions
in the Gallery

‘Anything Goes’
a wonderful collection of
our members artworks.

in the Foyer

featuring artworks by
our very talented artist

‘Karen Cooper’
Open weekends 11:.00am - 4:00pm
From 2 to 23 February
.

March Exhibitions
in the Gallery

‘Down by the sea’
a members exhibition featuring their many
interpretations of ‘down by the sea’
in a variety of mediums

in the Foyer

featuring our member Ron Ashworth’s
exhibition

‘Escape’
Above left: Street Art by Kylie
Caulfield.
Left: ‘Antheia’ Skateboard by
Emma Koumourmou.

Weekends from 14 to 29 March
All welcome. Free entry
Contact: Thehutgallery.wordpress.com
Facebook. The Hut Gallery Arts Society
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Eastern Radio – Voices of the community on 98.1
Radio Eastern 98.1 FM is a community radio
station staffed entirely by a dedicated group of
volunteers. Easy listening music from yester-year
is the staple of their programming menu. Local
artists both old and new are prominently featured.
Listeners who tune in or stream online are
also privy to everything from community service
announcements to local news bulletins, to
interviews and community service announcements.
And that’s just the tip of the iceberg with much
more to come.
It’s been two years since Radio Eastern aired
its first talent hour competition to listeners in
the outer east. Since then the show has gained
momentum and is set to conclude a second
successful season of showcasing new local talent.
Complementing these efforts, a robust schedule Caleb and Kyra Lewis singing his winning entry ‘Future is bright’
of daily programming reaches a listener base
estimated at over 500,000 across Maroondah, Knox, local and state government professionals on consumer
affairs, real estate and finance. Another special segment
Whitehorse and the Yarra Ranges municipalities.
of Radio Eastern is the monthly interview with a council
mayor informing the public about council services and
A host of program choices
Commenting on a recent listener survey, Keith Jessup, projects.
One of the Station’s recent endeavours has been to
President of the Radio Eastern Committee, highlights
the importance of community participation and connect with diverse communities across the outer
feedback. ‘We look to our listeners to know which east to promote integration. The Station’s Community
direction to go with our programming. Listener Engagement Manager, Greg Wilson is currently taking
feedback serves as our guide and we encourage them steps to engage with the Myanmar and the Indigenous
communities in a bid to showcase their music and
to participate whenever possible.’
There are a host of community centred programs to activities through dedicated radio programming.
Further emphasising its role in the community, Radio
tune into. Not for profit organisations and charities
such as Community Houses, Rotary, Probus Club and Eastern serves as an official emergency broadcaster. In
Spectrum Journeys can promote their local events and the event of an emergency such as a local bushfire or a
activities through special announcements and segments flood, the station receives vital information directly from
such as sport, health, Eastern Regional Libraries and the state government to communicate to the public.
family safety.
What’s more, Radio Eastern’s portable equipment Win a prize in the Talent Search
allows for live updates to be broadcast from events There’s no doubt that the community is at the heart
as they unfold. ‘Whether it’s a carols night, a speech of Radio Eastern and the annual Talent Search is
night or a school fete, we encourage communities to definitive of what the station aims to accomplish
keep us informed, so that we can publicise them,’ adds through its airwaves. While championing local talent,
Keith Jessup.
the competition also encourages listener participation
Radio Eastern lends itself as a hub of information as through a simple voting system.
well: interviews with subject experts on topics such as
So far, an impressive range of MP3 submissions gardening and community sports, and free advice from some sophisticated, some delightfully rough around the

CO-EDUCATIONAL | ELC TO VCE

edges - have received airplay. Aspiring artists, up
and coming musicians, composers, students and
hobbyists have been aired on weekly rotation,
culminating in a winner selected through listener
votes. Sponsored by Bendigo Bank’s community
branches since its commencement, February
marks the last of the current monthly rounds of
competition. Monthly winners are awarded a cash
prize of $500 while a cash prize of$1500 awaits
the final winner selected in March from the pool
of monthly winners.
Murray Smith, Presenter and Committee
Treasurer of Radio Eastern, has been running the
Talent Search every Sunday morning at 10 am.
‘The response has been enthusiastic this season
with around 15 entries a month and we’ve also
picked up new listeners along the way,’he says of
the competition, which has drawn listeners across
a broad age demographic. Entries have ranged from
teenage participants to a submission by a 75-year-old
and the genres of music have been equally diverse.
‘The feedback has been very positive this year and the
artists are highly appreciative of the opportunity and
the exposure they gain for their music,’ says Murray.
The competition came to fruition when David Green
of Bendigo Bank approached Radio Eastern with a
concept for a talent search. ‘I was looking for a way to
work together to promote local artists. We often hear
overseas music on commercial radio but not a lot of
local music,’ he says. . ‘Radio Eastern is unique in the
outer east for playing music by local, aspiring, unsigned
musical talent.’
Central to the success of the competition is the userfriendly software for registration, song submission and
voting. Listeners log in and listen to all the entries of
the month and submit one vote for any number of
entries. The single platform presents an efficient means
for both entrants and listeners to participate in the
competition. Another highlight is the in-studio live
performance afforded to each monthly winner. Much
like many of Radio Eastern’s efforts, the Talent Search is
an opportunity for community participation. Listeners
and entrants can join in via http://radioeasternfm.
awardsplatform.com/

Prasadini Nanayakkara

At Knox you’ll find your niche
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18 Shopping for Wisdom
Labels
My friend, Alan, reckons philosophy is all a bit of a
waste of time. Alan and I disagree a bit from time to
time. Well, a lot really, but it keeps us on our toes. I’d
just finished telling him that, while I was reluctant to
admit it, I thought I was becoming a bit of a Utilitarian
– you know – the end justifies the means. Well, Al
shook his head and downloaded on me. ‘Look, I reckon
philosophers are becoming irrelevant’ he barked. ‘Too
many damned labels. Epistemologists, Ontologists,
Sceptics, Existentialists, Nihilists, Epicureans, Stoics,
Metaphysicists, and on and on and on. What’s the use
of it all?’
Well, I walked home after that dressing down
pondering his words, wondering if I was wasting my

time dabbling in all these ideas, and the words of an
old 1960’s classic came to mind.
Little boxes on the hillside
Little boxes made of ticky-tacky
Little boxes on the hillside
Little boxes all the same.
And as I walked I thought to myself, maybe Al’s right.
Maybe this is all a great waste of time. Maybe I should
just buy myself a train-set. Forget Hume and Bentham,
Sartre and Nietzsche, not to mention that ancient Greek
mob, and stick to crossword puzzles.
That evening as I started preparing dinner (some
blokes do), I went to the spice rack and there were
16 friendly little bottles all neatly labelled on top to
make it easy to identify what was what. Then I went

to the fridge, and there on the second shelf among the
mustards and pickles and Japanese sauces that one uses
once a year, were two identical jars containing a thick
brown liquid, home-made by our beautiful daughterin-law. Neither was labelled. Neither had been opened.
I looked them up and down. ‘What are these?’ I asked
the Store Manager. ‘I think one’s vegetable stock, and
the other is salted caramel ice-cream topping’. ‘So which
is which?’ ‘I don’t know’ she replied with a smile. ‘I
thought I’d just wait till next time we have ice-cream.
We’d soon find out.’
As I left the room she called after me. ‘Where are you
going?’ ‘Won’t be long, dear. Just going to call Alan.’

Peter Stagg

Honouring volunteer service
From its earliest days Ferntree Gully has benefitted
from the long-standing service of committed volunteers.
The Australia Day Awards (page 3) honour these
contributions every year.
Late last year a special volunteer contribution was
recognised by Knox City Council. This was the longstanding service of volunteer representatives on the
former Ferntree Gully Cemetery Trust.
Kevin Knox, Heather Kleesh and Tricia Kirk over
many years had generously dedicated their time to
making considered, thoughtful decisions for the benefit
of the cemetery, its grounds, and the families for whom
the cemetery holds an important place. The Trust’s
direction included the recent refurbishments and the
new Grove Niche walls for ashes interment.
Long-standing Gully resident and Knox Citizen of
the Year in 2014, Kevin recently received a handsome
plaque commemorating his work on the Cemetery
Trust. Around the same time his family and friends were
congratulating Kevin and his wife Aileen (nee Boyd)
on their 60th wedding anniversary.
Kevin has always lived in the Dandenongs. Aileen’s
family came to Ferntree Gully for a tree-change from
Sunshine in 1949. Her parents, Val and Albert Boyd,
are commemorated by a plaque at the Val Boyd Reserve
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in Victoria Street for their service to the community
Such networks of family and neighbourhood
connections are part of the strength of our community.
Congratulations to Aileen and Kevin, to Tricia and
Heather and all those honoured on Australia Day.

L to R. Councillors Jake Keogh, Marcia Timmers-Leitch,
Peter Lockwood, Volunteer Heather Kleesh, Cr Nicole
Seymour, Volunteer Kevin Knox and Cr Tony Holland.

Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP for
Ferntree Gully
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Environmentalist of the Year: Erica Peters Ramon Cowling legacy
Born in Ferntree Gully, Erica was nominated for her
ongoing commitment to the environment. Erica is a
Knox Environment Society committee member and
a foundation member of the seed and survey team.
The KES seed and survey team travels around Knox
and surrounding areas doing vegetation surveys and
collecting seed across the municipality, work which is
often quite difficult. She is a part of the propagation
team which works to grow over 80,000 plants per year.

Erica has been responsible for all the paperwork for
the KES Rare and Threatened species program which
involves sorting and organising approximately 6,000
plants of the Knox City Council Rare and Threatened
species order. Erica is also a Gardens for Wildlife
volunteer, visiting gardens across Knox to help people
care for their gardens by giving advice and writing
reports.

Knox City Council recently celebrated the incredible
legacy of the late Ramon Cowling, a Knox resident
and passionate environmentalist who bequeathed his
property to Council in order to establish a bushland
reserve on the land. The Ramon Cowling Bushland
Reserve was officially opened at a small celebration event
with Ramon’s friends and family.
To read more on this remarkable gift go to: http://bit.
ly/RamonCowling

Knox Council’s response to Climate Change
Responding to climate change is high on the agenda
of Knox Council and has been since 2003 when it
introduced a Greenhouse Action Plan. Since then
much has been done towards reducing energy use and
emissions. Currently in preparation is the Climate
Response Plan 2021-2031.
At their meeting on 28 January Council approved the
appointment of a specialist project manager to lead the

team in setting out what actions the Council will take
and how it will support the community in this time of
urgent change.
For further information see knox.vic.gov.au for
Council meeting minutes.
Ferntree Gully News will continue to report on this
plan.

Knox Police News
Thefts from motor vehicles continue to be overrepresented in crime statistics in our area.
Much of this offending is opportunistic crime, where
criminal activity is enabled by an opportunity: cars
are left unlocked, or cars are left with valuables clearly
visible inside or number plates are unsecured and easily
removed. It is not uncommon for opportunistic crime
to represent more than 50% of total crime. The good
news is that it can be effectively reduced with education
and diligent practice by us all.
Key crime prevention tips preventing theft from
motor vehicles:
• Remove all items when you leave your car.
(Commonly stolen items from cars include;
money, wallets credit cards, tools, power tools,
laptops, mobile phones, cameras, handbags,

jewellery, and sunglasses)
• Close windows and lock all doors when you leave
your car
• Park your car in a well-lit and secure area
• Secure your number plates with one-way antitheft screws
• Consider a car alarm and CCTV
For more crime prevention advice check the Victoria
Police website at www.victoriapolice.vic.gov.au
If you happen to observe a crime or sight a suspicious In the ‘Voices’ exhibition (page 25) Irene Kelly talks about
Knox Environment Society and Gardens for Wildlife.
person or vehicle call police on triple zero (000)
Report non-urgent crimes or events on the Police
Assistance Line 131 444
To anonymously provide police with information
about criminal activity call Crime Stoppers 1800 333
000

New units in Glengollan
Glengollan Village is thrilled to announce the soon to
commence project of 12 luxurious Retirement Village
villa units (two and three bedroom) in Storen Close
Ferntree Gully.
A formal sod turning celebration was held in
November, officiated by Nick Wakeling, MP, assisted
by Jake Keogh, Councillor – Dobson Ward, Neville

Sanders, President of the Glengollan board and John
Hawkins. John is a current resident, having moved into
Glengollan Village after selling his family home of near
on 60 years.
The project is planned to be completed late 2020.
If you would like to view the plans and discuss life at
Glengollan Village please contact us on (03) 9758 1093.

Margie Hepner CEO

Working hard for
our local community

Nick
Wakeling MP

Unit 4, 91 Dorset Road, Ferntree Gully 3156 | P: 9758 6011
nick.wakeling@parliament.vic.gov.au

www.nickwakeling.com.au

Funded from Parliament’s Electorate Office and Communications Budget.

STATE MEMBER FOR FERNTREE GULLY
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School funding for special needs
Jackson Taylor, MP for
Bayswater, was recently pleased
to announce over $685,000
of funding, going towards six
local schools.
Eastern Ranges School
Ferntree Gully, Boronia K-12
College, Marlborough Primary
School, The Basin Primary
School, Bayswater Secondary
College and Regency Park
Primary School will all be
benefitting from additional
funds, secured by Mr Taylor.
The funding is a part of
the Andrews Government’s
Inclusive Schools and Inclusive
Equipment Funding programs.
Hundreds of schools right across Victoria will be
benefiting from over $75 million in total funding across
both programs.
These funds will ensure that the six schools will be able
to purchase equipment and undertake works designed to
support students with additional needs, to ensure that
they get the best chance for the education they deserve.
Projects include new sensory gardens, upgrades to
play equipment and new synthetic running tracks and
play spaces. This will mean that local kids will receive
hands on, play-based learning ensuring that all students
will thrive.

Angliss Auxiliary Christmas
Raffle winners

The Angliss Auxiliary Committee had its Christmas
raffle draw Monday 16 December with the following
winners:
First prize: Christine - Yellow ticket no. O28

Young Citizen of the Year
Australia Day Awards
The Knox Young Citizen of the Year is Sam Heydon.
Sam is President of the Rotary Club sponsored Fairhills
High Interact Club. Sam organised a trivia night to
raise funds for materials for a voluntary school trip to
Cambodia and has shown insight and leadership in
his volunteering, including within the Rotary Youth
Program of Enrichment. Competition is fierce for the
program so it was no mean feat on Sam’s behalf. Sam
also represented the country of Jordan at a Rotary
developmental program called the Model United
Nations held in the Victorian State Parliament.

Peace and Loyalty Lodge
presents grants to local students

Second prize: Karen - Purple ticket no. R70
Third prize: Charles - Blue ticket no. B42
On hand to help was Tom Gawith from Ferntree Gully.

The Peace and Loyalty Lodge which meets in the Station
Street Masonic hall in the Ferntree Gully Village has
held grants nights for students attending local schools
in the City of Knox, namely Rowville Secondary College
and Fairhills High School.
A total of 12 students from each school were awarded
scholarship grants, bursaries of $500 each and an
Officeworks voucher of $50. The grants totalled
$13,200.
Peter Nelson and Trevor Moore made the presentations
on 2 December at the Rowville campus. The Fairhills
High presentations were made on 11 December by
Hurtle Lupton and Carey Rudd. Trevor Moore, Russell
Hicken and Nick Wakeling MP were also in attendance.
The Peace and Loyalty Lodge acknowledges the
additional support given by the Harold Boddy fund,
Bendigo and Rowville Community banks and the
Freemasons Foundation.

T Bravington

Russell Hicken, Secretary

Jackson Taylor emphasised. ‘It’s particularly important
to back in some really innovative projects – disability
should never be a barrier to learning and achieving.’
Inclusive education is about ensuring that all students,
regardless of disabilities or other differences, can fully
participate, learn, develop and succeed in Victorian
government schools. Strengthening inclusive education
for all students, including those with disabilities and
additional learning needs, is fundamental to an equitable
and excellent school system.

hip hop
jazz
tap
ballet
cheer / acro
contemporary
ENROLMENTS ARE NOW OPEN -

Book your

FREE TRIAL CLASS

with us TODAY

Do you have a little dancer who bops around more than walks?
Do you have a child who is looking for somewhere fun to dance?
Are you a dancer looking for a new home to grow & learn?

Look no further than Tempo Dance Company

* FERNTREE GULLY *

FACTORY 4 / 14 EDINA RD FERNTREE GULLY

Community
Training
Check out the free workshops on offer in
Knox City Council’s Community Training
Program from February to May.
Workshops are open to individuals, community
groups, clubs and not-for-profit organisations in
Knox to help members develop new skills and
network with other community groups.

Bookings essential.
Go to knox.vic.gov.au/communitytraining or
phone 9298 8000
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Striving to do their best
Endeavour awards 2019

Local schools around Knox each year select a student
who has shown great endeavour throughout their years,
not just during their graduating year. These students
strive to do their best in all aspects of their school life
and are helpful towards other students and staff. At the
end of each school year, I am pleased to present these
outstanding students with an Endeavour Award and
congratulate them for being great representatives of
their schools.
Congratulations to all recipients of the Endeavour
Award for 2019 from the following schools;
The Knox School, Wantirna College, St Andrews
Christian College, Knox Central Primary School,
Holy Trinity School, Wantirna Primary School, Kent
Park Primary School, Mountain Gate Primary School,
Regency Park Primary School, St Luke’s Primary School,
Wantirna South Primary School, St John the Baptist
Primary School, Fairhills Primary School, Knox Park
Primary School, Templeton Primary School, Ferntree
Gully North Primary School, Eastern Ranges School
and Wattleview Primary School.

Nick Wakeling MP Nick Wakeling presenting Endeavour Awards at Ferntree Gully North Primary School and at Eastern Ranges School.

The Sensational S23 at Eastern Ranges School
for keeping the laptop in perfect condition. We also
share the laptops with S22 students.
In 2019 we learnt about one of William Shakespeare’s
books called ‘Macbeth.’After completing this book,
we did a play at the end of school year. We had lots of
fun during these sessions. Our Performing Arts teacher
Yarny and our classroom teacher Savin worked together
to make this play a successful event.
Lastly, as part of the School Wide Positive Behaviour
Strategy, we get tokens for being Respectful, Responsible,
Safe and a good Learner. We have collected lots of
tokens this year.

Tylah Legg and peers

S23 is one of my favourite classrooms that I have ever
been in. We get to learn heaps of different things such
as Maths, English, Science, History, Economics, ICT,
Physical Education, Performing Arts and Visual Arts.
Recently we received ten new laptops. We have a
laptop each and we are able to do independent work

such as conduct research, access online programs such as
Reading Eggs, Mathletics and Essential Assessment. We
are thankful to the Eastern Ranges School Fundraising
team that has worked hard to collect funds and purchase
these laptops. We were so happy to be the first users. We
have been assigned to a laptop and we are responsible

Eastern Ranges school has received funding as part of the
Andrews Government’s Inclusive Schools and Inclusive
Equipment Funding programs. Hundreds of schools
right across Victoria will be benefitting from over $75
million in total funding across both programs.

Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully
Chartered in 1963

We have lots of experience in serving
the community with enthusiasm
Enquiries: Allan Tierney 0418 366 543
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22 Faith Communities
Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sean and Rachel Attard
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
www.stthomas.com.au
Tel.9758 0217
Email: sthomasuftg@bigpond.com
Vicar: Anne Kennedy
Sunday Services
8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Thoms Place Community Meal
10.00am-2.00pm Friday (not in January)
all are welcome for a cuppa and chat
with lunch served at 12 noon
RAFT Anglican Church
(Rowville and Ferntree Gully Together)
131 Taylors Lane, Rowville
www.raftchurch.org.au
Tel: 9764 2573
Email: admin@raftchurch.org.au
Sunday services
8:30am Traditional
10:30am Family (includes kids & teen churches)
5:00pm Contemporary
Senior Pastor: Hilton Jordan
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church
CityWide Community Church
8/1154 Burwood Hwy, Upper Ferntree Gully
church@citywidecc.com.au
Tel. 0458 381 621
Service time: Sunday 10:00 am

Foothills Community Care Christmas Day Lunch
I want to thank you all for the amazing support we
received with our recent 18th annual Ferntree Gully
Christmas Day Lunch and wish you a great year in
2020.
The day was a huge success bringing joy to over 230
people who came along, many who would normally
have spent Christmas on their own.
Through the year leading up to Christmas, we were
also able to provide practical and personal support
to hundreds of locals doing life tough through our
different programs including the weekly Upwey and
Ferntree Gully Community meals, Community
Casseroles bank and the Hills Domestic Violence Peer
Support Group. Last year we provided over 9,000 free
meals to locals, and were fortunate enough to have over
200 volunteers work alongside us. Through this, we
were able to support many people who are attempting
to address a range of issues including family and
domestic violence, addictions, homelessness, poverty,
mental health issues, and social isolation. Many of our
friends come from challenging backgrounds, and we
seek to create a place offering dignity and hope without
judgment, where people can feel safe, valued and loved.
We were only able to do this through the generous
support of so many groups and individuals such as
yourselves. It was humbling to have many different
businesses, sporting clubs, charities, schools,
kindergartens, churches and individuals donate towards
our Christmas efforts through giving trees, donations

Stephen Barrington
CEO, Foothills Community Care

News from the Uniting Church World Day of Prayer
Another year has passed and another year is up and
running. By the time this edition is printed, we are
hoping the bushfires have either been controlled, or
hopefully put out. No doubt some of you have been
affected by them in various ways, and be assured, your
concerns have been felt by us all. You are not alone.
Speaking of ‘alone-ness’, once again our Uniting
Church has teamed up with a number of the Knox
Churches to host a Wednesday evening barbecue,
which is held for anyone who is in need of a good chat,
and a couple of good sausages in bread. A simple meal,
but full to the brim of goodness of the human spirit.
As usual, this gathering is held to allow the wonderful
people (Foothills Care) who run the Wednesday night
meals throughout the rest of the year, to have a wellearned holiday.
So, many thanks to all those who have helped out –
setting up, cleaning up, chatting, or just being there.
May 2020 be full of the Hope which opens our eyes
and ears to hidden blessings.
.

Pat Rivett
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of goods, food and well-needed funds. Whether it was
your first time supporting us or you are a regular, long
term supporter, we thank you all.
We have put together a video of the Christmas lunch.
It highlights some of the great memories from the day.
You can view it via our Facebook page or via YouTube.
Please feel free to share it with your networks. You can
read more about our other programs on our website foothillscare.org.au.
If you are interested in supporting us in other ways
throughout the year, either through donations of
goods in-kind or through funds, please contact us. All
donations are tax deductible and can be made via our
online giving portal on our website.

The World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical
movement led by Christian women who join in prayer
and action for peace and justice. It is celebrated annually
on the first Friday in March in over 170 countries. Each
year the women of a different country propose a theme
and offer suggestions for services.
This year the theme is ‘Rise! Take your mat and walk’.
The suggestions come from the women of Zimbabwe.
Everyone is welcome to attend the services.
In Ferntree Gully the churches will meet on Friday
6 March for a prayer service at 6:30pm for a 7:00pm
start at the St John the Baptist Church, Forest Road,
Ferntree Gully. There will be a guest speaker from the
focus country, Zimbabwe.
The Boronia/Wantirna cluster of churches will meet
at the Boronia Road Uniting Church, Cnr Boronia
Road and Zeising Court, Boronia on Friday 6 March
at 10:30am.

DD

Sponsored by
Mountain Gate
Opportunity Shop

Mountain Gate

The Cat Corner provides a safe haven for felines
The Cat Corner is a genuine No-Kill, not for profit cat
and kitten rescue and re-homing service, that has been
in operation since 2007. Starting as a small giftware
business, we gradually grew into an incorporated
association as a rescue group and then became a
registered charity and official cat shelter.
Our mission is to be a leading animal welfare charity
and to promote the No-Kill policy. We aspire to a world
where No-Kill is known as an achievable goal, where
no healthy animal is destroyed and every cat that comes
into our care is adopted into a permanent loving home.
At The Cat Corner, No-Kill means that any animal in
our care has a right to life, and unless they are suffering
without a decent chance of recovery, they will not be
euthanised.
We rehabilitate and re-home cats and kittens through
our shelter in Ferntree Gully, as well as through
our partnership with Petbarn in Ferntree Gully,
Nunawading, Ringwood, Fountain Gate and Chirnside
Park. Our shelter also has cat supplies and giftware
available for purchase with all funds raised directly
benefiting the cats and kittens in our care.
Our cats are mostly from country pounds, where
they are usually put down eight days after arrival. We
work in conjunction with foster carers and drivers who
collect these ‘death row’ kitties and bring them to The

Cat Corner for rehabilitation, veterinary attention and
re-homing.
If you have a passion for animals and some time to
commit to helping them, then why not volunteer with
us! You must be at least 16 years of age and be able
to attend our training sessions. Our volunteers help
with the daily care of our cats by feeding, cleaning and
socialising with them until they find their new homes.
Please note: there can be quite a bit of bending and
kneeling involved. We ask for one three hour shift per
week, which are 11:00am - 2:00pm weekdays, 10:00am
– 1:00pm Saturdays and 12:00 – 3:00pm Sundays.
There is a six month minimum commitment.
We aim to contact all applicants, but please be
patient as we are kept very busy, and more so during
the bushfires. Short listed applicants will be invited in
for an interview.
You may also like to consider donating to our bank
account, sponsoring, leaving a bequest or making food
donations. Food donation collection bins are located
at Woolworths in Ferntree Gully, Chirnside Park and
Croydon and at Petbarn in Ferntree Gully, Chirnside
Park and Croydon. You can also donate directly to the
shelter.
Please note we are open by appointment only as we
are run entirely by part-time volunteers.

Vicki is a Girl Guide
role model

Knoxfield Ladies Probus

For over 40 years Vicki Cameron has made invaluable
contributions to Girl Guiding in her district, region,
state and beyond. She demonstrates an outstanding
ability to encourage, engage, challenge and positively
influence her 14 and older Ranger Guides and other
girls and young women involved in many state
guiding programs. Vicki has outstanding catering and
management skills which she utilizes generously as a
role model in all areas of Girl Guiding.
Vicki is a wonderful resource for, and support to
leaders in her district, encouraging service to, and
respect for others in both guides and volunteers. For
more information about Girl Guides in Knox please
contact Jane Meehan at knox@guidesvic.org.au or
0408 505 661.

The Knoxfield Ladies Probus Club enjoyed the
November bus outing to The Hosome Gingerbread
factory, Garden World, then DFO Moorabbin, followed
a few days later by the Ferntree Gully 1812 Theatre’s
production of Leading Ladies. Our Christmas lunch
at the Wantirna Club complete with decorated tables,
Christmas tree and Santa overseeing the Kris Kringle
gifts, was great fun. Our meal was beautiful and the
lucky ticket prizes delighted the winners.
We held a ‘bring and buy’ table after our January
meeting, then lunched together at the Wantirna Club
where the food is always delicious. February brings a
Sunday brunch, a bus visit to the Dolphin Research
Centre followed by a treasure hunt and opportunity
to buy at the Tyabb Packing House Antique Centre.
Another visit to the 1812 Theatre for On Golden Pond
will be squeezed in before our March AGM.
A visit to the CFA Bayswater Station has been
organised for late March and a day trip to view the
decorated silos from Tungamah to St James, Devenish
and Goorambat is planned for April.
To join our friendly ladies, please call Val on
9763 6175 or Jo on 9752 9219. Your first visit is
complimentary and you will be warmly welcomed.
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The Cat Corner Rescue Group Inc. Shelter
3/764 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
www.thecatcorner.com.au

Cat Curfew Knox Council area
The Knox Council 12 month pilot cat curfew has
begun. Since 1 January cat owners are required to
confine their cats between sunset and sunrise every day,
minimizing the risk of injury, preventing cat fights and
keeping pets and wildlife safe.
Details: knox.vic.gov.au

Thinking of volunteering?
Here’s an opportunity!
The friendly Mountain Gate Op Shop
would welcome volunteers to sort goods
and serve the stream of customers who
come looking for things to fill a need, for
treasures, or just for a chat. The proceeds
of the shop go to support local charities.
Call into 54 Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre.

Opening hours
Monday to Friday 9:30-4.00.
Saturdays and Sundays closed
Phone: 9758 8154
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New Men’s Shed established in Upwey

Knox U3A – still going
strong
John Ford’s latest (and last, see below) report on the
goings on at Knox U3A highlights continued growth
and new developments.

Where there’s a will …

They have everything except the Shed! Gerran
Wright’s story about setting up the Upwey Men’s Shed
organisation is a lesson in what can be done.
Establishing and incorporating Upwey Men’s Shed
(UMS) began in late 2018 following a successful
public meeting at the Upwey Sports Pavilion. From the
beginning UMS attracted a lot of support and interest
with up to 78 men signing up to be involved. They
formed a steering committee and visited other Men’s
Sheds to see how they operated. The aim was to raise
funds to build a shed in Upwey.
UMS organised sausage sizzles and a wheelbarrow
raffle in conjunction with the Upwey Grass Roots
market. They sold tickets for an 1812 Theatre
production and due to the generosity of members,
Bunnings, the Upwey IGA and many other local
Upwey businesses, started to raise funds. Yarra Ranges
Council and Tecoma Uniting Church helped with
establishment grants to cover insurance, hall rental and
other establishment costs. Frawley Signs promoted the
shed by designing a logo and signs. Caps and shirts were
produced and Facebook and Website pages started.
UMS was ‘over the moon’ to get support of $80,000
from Dandenong Ranges Community Banking Group
(DRCBG), and most appreciative of a further grant
from the State Government of $80,000. A lot of effort
went into the applications, sourcing letters of support
from local community organisations, preparing and
costing building plans and preparing business and
strategic plans.

Building camaraderie

Drop-in, coffee and chat mornings have commenced
at the Upwey Township Hall every Monday and
Wednesday mornings. These mornings involve lots
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of discussion and laughter over many topics including
plans for the shed and men’s health issues. We have
already held a first aid course for members, and earned
some good publicity in the local paper by constructing
a bike parking area for Upwey Primary School (see
photo).
One great highlight is the camaraderie of the active
members of the steering committee, at the drop-in
mornings and at fundraising events. Many of the guys
from the drop-in mornings didn’t know each other
before. Now there are new friendships, in a group of
enthusiastic and active participants who have focus
and purpose.

Future Plans

More projects and activities are in the pipe line for
2020. The immediate aim is to raise more funds to get
the plans off the ground. There are now over 35 paid
up members looking forward to constructing the shed
this year. UMS is supportive of involving women in the
future Shed and is investigating the establishment of a
women’s group this year.
The Upwey Men’s Shed has provided purpose and
encouragement for men to get actively involved in
the local community. There isn’t a permanent shed
yet, but great deal of social capital has been built
through establishing connections, opportunities and
involvement for men in the Upwey community.

Gerran Wright

Strong membership and plans for redevelopment
‘The administration was pleased to see that more than
140 members attended the 2019 annual meeting.
Our outgoing president, Steve Damm, summarised
the year past, and prognoses for the future. With the
organisation standing at a membership of 1400, and
with a curriculum amounting to some 140 different
courses and activities, Stephen pointed out that the
most critical issue facing Knox U3A in the immediate
future is that of space.
‘By far the largest volunteer organisation in Knox,
we just seem to keep growing, and as long as that
trend continues, space is going to be an issue’. Plans
are underway for significant re-development to
accommodate the growth.
Finance. ‘U3A is in a reasonably robust position. A
small surplus for the year was announced, commendable
as our major fund–raiser of previous years, the U3A
Art Show, did not materialise. The U3A fees have not
altered for the past five years; the members have now
approved an increase from 2021-22 year to $70 a year
for full members. This, in my opinion is still a chickenfeed amount considering what is available to members.
A new president. ‘Incoming president, Lawrie
Gaylard, paid due tribute to Stephen Damm for his
dedication to his position and to Knox U3A over the
years. I doubt that anyone would disagree. Well done
Stephen. A full list of office-bearers can be found on
our website, www.u3aknox.org.au.’
‘Finally, this will be my last report for the community
papers, as I have also relinquished my position as
Publicity Officer after five years. I take this opportunity
to thank the editors and volunteers at the papers, who
have always accepted my scribblings for what they are,
and turned a blind eye to my disregard for deadlines.’

John E Ford

Thanks to John and Jenny

The team at Ferntree Gully News take this opportunity
to thank John Ford not only for entertaining us and
our readers for so many years with stories of U3A but
also for his work as book-keeper for advertising in the
paper. John has issued invoices and statements and kept
track of finances since almost the beginning the paper.
Thank you John. The Gully News team are hoping to
match his skills as they take on this job in our office.
Thanks also to Jenny Ford who set up our distribution
plan in the beginning and managed that aspect of the
paper for many years.
John and Jenny have moved to Rowville and are much
missed by many friends in the Gully.

Anne Boyd

Active Ageing 25
Ageing - a privilege denied to many
One of the most creative initiatives lately from the
Knox Bright Ideas seniors network has been the
exhibition ‘Voices of the over 55s’.
Discussions during meetings revealed a common
feeling that society says ‘once you retire from paid work
you are irrelevant’. Retirees are seen as not making a
contribution to the economy; they may even be seen
as a drain.
The Voices exhibition countered that view.
The exhibition was an art-based project of portraits
plus a short film of selected Knox residents speaking
about their various skills and ways they contribute to
community, family and the economy. Imagination
and creativity seem to be gifts of ageing as, freed from
the tasks of the working life the mind gains scope to
observe, reflect and innovate. Surprising ideas come
out of rich experience.
There were of course the familiar maxims - think
positively, get out and do, keep a sense of humour, eat
a healthy diet. What surprised the audience watching
the film was the delight and surprise of speakers at how
their ideas had been taken up to give pleasure, even pain
relief, to others. Here are a few examples.
Uncle Vincent Peters 73 Years: My contribution is
what we do as a choir. Our choir has been going for just
over five years; we’ve performed over 90 concerts. We
just wanted to sit and sing as a group of Elders around
the table. A lot of the songs we sing are in language and
some are mixed in English as well. The first time we
knew we were doing more was when we went to the
MCG for the Lighthouse conference. When we looked
up from our song, everyone was crying. There was an
audience of 300 to 400 people. We were surprised. Then
we knew we were no longer an ordinary choir, we were
a reconciliation choir and that’s why we have a mixed
group. Because we represent modern Australia; we
have many Indigenous nations and many from nations
across the world who sing with us (Vincent then sings
Amazing Grace in language).

played on Friday afternoons at Rowville Coommunity
Centre.)
Charles (82 years) and Coral (78 years) Carew work
on the Studfield-Wantirna Community Newspaper.
Charles says: There are seven of us on the team now
and it is full on. We are flat out all the time. We publish
21,000 copies bi-monthly distributed throughout
Bayswater, Knoxfield, Scoresby, Wantirna and Wantirna
South. The paper is very important to the community
because the demographics of the area are changing and
we want new people to know what has happened here
before and what is happening now. It’s all good news; we
don’t do bad news. We’re all volunteers, no one gets paid.
Advertising keeps the paper published and distributed.
Ferntree Gully News Community Newspaper was also
represented in the exhibition by editor Anne Boyd (86
years) who sees what she does as a concern for our place
and the people in the place. This is reinforced by Irene
Kelly (71 years), a member of Knox Environment
Society and Gardens for Wildlife who emphasised the
life-enhancing aspect of both groups.
She said: As a person who is involved in both KES
Nursery and G4W I hope to encourage other people
to be confident in standing up for conservation. I hope
to shape a community that I like, to be a part of and to
value the things that I like. In that way we can ground
ourselves by connecting with the bushland reserves
in Knox. We can plant bushland plant species in our
gardens. They don’t have to be totally indigenous. It’s just
providing a little space for some butterfly habitat or for
a small bird habitat. The gardens thus become stepping
stones and eventually a corridor to the bushland.

Lynda Carroll 66 years: My message to anyone in
society is listen to people. No matter what their age is,
ask them about themselves. Become engaged with other
people; enjoy their expertise; enjoy their skills.
Everyone would like to be contributing in their own
way. It’s important we don’t marginalise or dismiss
anyone due to age. To live well you can do that in so
many ways, whether it’s with chess, with painting, with
music, with singing, with swimming, with anything.
So long as it works for you and you have that goal of
living well.
What we all can realise, as older people living in Knox,
is that we are worthwhile, we are contributing, there is
definitely a place for us within Knox’s demographics.
We want to continue to contribute and to be proud
of who we are and what we do. Because we are the
wisdom people. We are the ones who have the skills,
the knowledge and the willingness to connect with all
stages of the people of Knox.
A question arises at the end of listening to all these
wonderful people: a time will come when we can no
longer point to what we contribute – all we can do
then is be who we are. Surely long lives, crafted for
connection and delight, will be like works of art, to be
valued and revered as a message of hope for all.
‘Step reverently here lest you intrude.’

Anne Boyd

Photographs by Julian Meehan.

See the film on YouTube under Knox Council Voices
of the Over 55s.
For more information about the Bright Ideas Network
contact Linda at linda.keenahan@knox.vic.gov.au or
9298 8828.

Eddie Atacador 74 years: I’m Eddie and I’ve been
living in Knox for 41 years. Well this all started when
my wife and I joined the Knox walkers at Knox
Shopping Centre. Then after a cuppa, the ladies would
go shopping, while the men would wait for their
wives or partners, looking bored and doing nothing.
I thought, hey I’ve got to do something, so I rang my
nephew Rick Atacador and he’s a want-to-be chess
champion back home in the Philippines and I said,
would you like to come to Westfield and play chess
in one corner of Knox City. From there, I noticed
the interest from people both playing and watching.
They seem to overcome their social isolation. To my
amazement they are regularly there enjoying. Even
some older people who seem to be very sick, when they
arrive and play they can stay for three to four hours.
Amazingly it would appear that the pain of their joints,
has been erased completely. (Eddie’s chess is now also
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‘Every accomplishment
starts with the decision
to try.’
I love this quote by
three times Olympic
track and field
champion Gail Devers.
I have it laminated on my
workstation to remind me that anything
is possible as long as you set your mind
and heart to it. 2020 is going to be a
big year and I am excited and eager to
embrace all that it has to offer.

Diana Roggenbucke
Clean Up Australia Day 1 March 2020
www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au

EACH – 1300 003 224

Strength 4 Life
This is a group exercise program which focuses on
strength training. The exercises will help strengthen your
muscles and bones, improve your balance, coordination,
flexibility and increase your overall health and fitness.
Where: Burwood Highway site – 1063 Burwood
Highway, Ferntree Gully
When: Friday mornings 11.00am -- 12.00pm
Cost: $9.00 per session

COG’s Brain Training

Come and have fun exercising not only your body
but also your brain. Participate in a range of activities
designed to improve your body’s range of motion as
well as stimulate the two hemispheres of your brain.
Where: Burwood Highway site – 1063 Burwood
Highway, Ferntree Gully
When: Thursday 6 February – 12 March 2020
Cost: from $60.00 for singles. $95.00 for couples.

Educate for Great Weight Control

The Educate for Great Weight Control series is designed
to inform and support people trying to lose weight. It
provides practical food and meal planning advice in a
supportive group environment. There are four modules
to attend and you can attend them in any order that
suits you and at different days, sites and times. Call
for your copy of the calendar and to book. Modules
include:
1. Healthy eating and an introduction to label reading
2. Supermarket tour
3. Portion size and meal planning
4. Weight loss methods
Where: Burwood Highway site – 1063 Burwood
Highway, Ferntree Gully
When: Call for a copy of your calendar of events to
choose times that best suit you.
Cost: $9.00 per session. Bookings essential.
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Stepping Out

A six week family violence support group for women
who have experienced past or current issues of
family violence/abuse in their relationships. Once
registered, the worker will contact you for a one on one
conversation prior to the group starting.
Where: Burwood Highway Site – Courthouse Venue
(cnr Station St & Spring St).
When: Tuesday 11 Feb – 17 March 2020
Time: 10:00am – 12:00pm
Cost: Gold coin donation per session

Audiology services with Australian Hearing

Australian Hearing Audiologists are Australia’s leading
specialists and an NDIS provider. They offer subsidised
hearing services under the Government’s Hearing
Service Program. People eligible for services include
pensioner concession card holders.
Where: EACH Burwood Highway site – 1063
Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully
When: Every second Wednesday
For more information call 131 979.
Free 15 minute hearing checks are available on the first
Thursday of the month between 9:30 and 11:30am.

Saving Money on your energy bills with
Solar Savers

Discover how the Solar Savers Program can help you
reduce your energy bills, future-proof your household
against increasing energy costs and reduce your carbon
footprint. Knox Council has joined with Solar Savers,
a local government initiative, to make solar easy for
residents. The Solar Savers team and Eko Energy (solar
installer) will be available to answer all your questions
about solar (eg is my home suitable? What is a micro
inverter?), and determine if you’ll benefit from solar.
They can also help you register for the program. To do
this, please bring along a copy of a recent electricity bill.
Where: Knox Civic Centre, Room 3, 511 Burwood
Highway, Wantirna South
When: Thursday, 27 February 2020
Time: 9:30 - 11:00am
Phone: 9298 8000 Justin Schreuder or email: justin.
schreuder@knox.vic.gov.au

Starting your business: How to turn an idea
into a business

Prepare to get your bright idea off the ground, step by
step, at this essential planning workshop packed with
vital start-up tips, tools and expert guidance that will
prepare you to give your business the best chance of
success.
Come to grips with everything you need to know before
you get started and walk away prepared with a clear
vision of the next steps needed to turn your idea into
business reality.
Find out how to plan, prepare and test your business
idea, in a small group setting that will equip you to
make informed decisions about what you need to do
next to minimise the risks and make the most of the
opportunities that lie ahead.

*Includes a free follow-up one-on-one mentoring
session with an experienced small business mentor who
will tailor advice and information for your individual
circumstances.
*Please bring a fully-charged laptop/electronic device
with you so you can refer to the online workbook in
the workshop.
Where: Knox City Council Civic Centre, 511 Burwood
Highway, Wantirna South
When: Tuesday, 11 February 2020
Time: 9:30am - 1:00pm
Phone: 9298 8000 or email: business@knox.vic.gov.
au to secure your spot.

Wonders of the Arboretum

Bring your family along to discover the Wonders of the
Arboretum and expect the unexpected at the beautiful
gardens and play spaces at the Tim Neville Arboretum.
There are wonderful surprises around every corner –
bubbles and storytelling, music and theatre, fairies,
magic, giant games, and curious characters. Dress up
in your favorite costume to be part of the fun!
Where: Tim Neville Arboretum, 98-106 Dorset Rd,
Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
When: Sunday 16 February 2020
Time: 12.00pm - 3.00pm
Free entry. No booking required.

Knox Festival 2020 (See ad, p. 4)

Free community event, celebrating diversity and
community life in Knox.
Where; Wally Tew Reserve, Brenock Park Drive,
Ferntree Gully
When: Saturday 29 February and Sunday 1 March
2020
Time: 10:00am – 9:00pm Saturday and 10:00am –
5:00pm Sunday
For more information go to: events@knox.vic.gov.
auhttp://www.knox.vic.gov.au/knoxfestival

Careers and Skills Forum 2020

This event helps local secondary school students and
teachers to explore opportunities other than university.
The free expo allows businesses to showcase local job
prospects within the Knox area and open up the chance
to converse with potential young future employees.
Come and explore other study and career pathways at
this free event.
It will be a great chance for you to:
• Hear from inspirational keynote speaker, Peter
Hutton, Co-founder and Director, Future Schools
Alliance
• Meet local businesses from different industries
and discover their training and apprenticeship
opportunities
• Get advice from training and apprentice officers.
Where: Knox City Council, 511 Burwood Highway,
Wantirna South
When: Thursday, 26 March 2020
Time: 6:00pm – 9:00pm

What’s On 27
Playtime

Ladies Social Tennis

Where: Ferntree Gully Tennis Club, 2A Glenfern Road,
Ferntree Gully
When: Mondays starting at 9:00 am
Racquets available to borrow
Telephone: Siewyee 0412 850 263

Eastern Metropolitan Region Homelessness
Assistance – 1800 825 955

Eastern Metropolitan Region Homelessness Assistance is
an initial point of contact for people who are homeless,
at imminent risk of homelessness or experiencing
domestic violence.
This service is available seven days a week between the
hours of 9:00am and 10:00pm.

Knox Infolink

Knox Infolink is an information resource centre for the
community and also provides emergency relief support
services. They provide food parcels as well as free bread
most weekdays.
Where: 136 Boronia Road, Boronia
When: Monday – Thursday
Time: 10:00am – 3:00pm
Phone: 9761 1325

Thinking of standing for council?

If you are thinking about running for Council in the
October elections then come along to this session being
run by the Victorian Local Government Association
(VLGA) to get some helpful information.
Where: Knox Civic Centre, Function Room 3, 425
Burwood Hwy, Wantirna South
When: Thursday 26 March 2020
Time: 6:00pm

Marie Madden is enthralled by the FTG News in
Kitchener, Canada.

Your community contacts
Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com

Knox Baseball Club Gilbert Park David Rice 0419 330 323
FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt www.knoxbaseball.com.au
Knox Community Gardens Society Inc. Mobile 0490 970
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
722 knoxcommunitygardens@gmail.com
Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316
playing at Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Anne McPherson 9801 2771, fourth
Mondays, Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association 9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677

Knox District Woodworkers Club Lynette Hartley 9758
9605

Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup frplaygroup@gmail.com .
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457 460 313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed
thegullymensshed@gmail.com
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm

Rotary Club of FTG Secretary Graeme Aspinall gas95992@
bigpond.net.au Thursdays 6.45pm
Rowville Seniors Sports 9763 7400
St John’s Tecoma Cricket Club. Talaskia Reserve. Mark
0404 029 418 stjohnstecomacc.com
U3A Knox 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club, Kings Park. Kim
Winters 0409 559 800. www.uftgcc.com.au
Upwey Country Music Graham 03 5964 8298

Knox Environment Society www.kes.org.au
Knox Exercise & Social Group.
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays 1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary: 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library 10am-12pm Fridays and Saturdays
0424 265 790
Life Activities Club Knox Carol 9727 2726
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garvey 0400 823 441,
1st and 3rd Wednesday
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-11.30am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday,
Carrington Park

Anthony Myszka is reading on the summit of Island Peak, Nepal (8 kms from Mount Everest).
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Pharmacy
Ferntree Gully Pharmacy _____J6

Ferntree Gully Village

85 Station Street 9758 2020
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Accountants
Books ‘n BAS Services _______ M5
75 Station Street 0412 085 023

Gusner & Associates ________ K5
81 Station Street 9758 5888

Arts and Crafts
Joe’s Picture Framing Gallery__ K2
50 Forest Road 9758 0001/0426 885 774

F

G

H

I

J

K

Cake Decorations
Jennifer Anne’s Cakes ________ I6

121 Station Street 0434 959 255

Kyra’s Café _______________J3
17 Alpine Street 0458 345 382

Bakeries
Alpine Street Bakery _______ K3

9 Alpine Street 9756 0306

7/101 Station Street 9753 5058

Rapture ________________ H3
1/41 Forest Road 9758 4966

Clothing Services
Ferntree Gully Dry Cleaning___ O5
2/69 Station Street (Newsagency) 9758 1343

Empire Wash_____________ E7
129 Station Street

Internet Laundrette_________J3
7 Alpine Street 04193 67267

Mark’s Quality Shoe Repairs __ M5

12 Alpine Street

73 Station Street 9758 4269

Ferngully Bakery __________ H5

Computer Services
IT WIFI _________________ G7

100 Station Street

Banking
Bendigo Bank ____________ O5
67 Station Street 9756 0332

Books, Records, News
Captain Stomp New Vinyl Records_ L2
46 Forest Road 9752 3740

Ferntree Gully Newsagency___ O5
2/69 Station Street 9758 1343

Julian Wood Bookseller _____ O5
1/69 Station Street 9752 2588

Butcher
Marty’s Meat Supply ________ I6
13/101 Station Street 9758 1069

109 Station Street 1300 489 434

PC & Laptop _____________ K3

8

42 Forest Road 9752 3443

9

34 Forest Road 9752 3081

Rave Hair & Beauty _________J7
1/101 Station Street 9758 8076
1 The Avenue 9758 3113

5 Alpine Street 9758 9933

Health and Fitness
Coaching Zone ___________ H5
94-98 Station Street 0405 662 799

Denture Clinic ____________ G3
5/170 Underwood Road 9758 6835

Ferntree Gully Foot Clinic _____J4
1/1 Alpine Street 9753 6222

Forest Road Chiropractic _____ K2

Mumbai Grill_____________ L2
Paddy’s Tavern ___________ M2
Supermarkets
Ferntree Gully IGA _________ H6
Food and liquor
3/107 Station Street 9752 3999

Foodworks _______________J3
11-13 Alpine Street 9758 7100

Takeaway Food
Chook Station ____________ F7
2/115 Station Street 9753 6266

Gully Fish Shop ____________ I5
92 Station Street 9758 3972

Fat Chef’s Pizzeria __________J7
10/101 Station Street 9752 3237

Fish & Chips on Station Street _ M5
71 Station Street 9758 1618

Gully Physiotherapy Clinic_____J4

Other Services
Cherry Gay Florist __________ I3

Lux Teeth Whitening _______ D8

Cignall __________________J6

Mountain View Denture Clinic_ D8

Community Hub __________ 8B

la

Next Level Fitness _________ F3

FTG Gifts & Accessories Smoke __ I3

Reiki with Heather ________ B8

Foothills Veterinary Clinic ____ L7

48 Forest Road 9758 8522

2/1 Alpine Street 9758 9111

125 Station Street 0437 386 738
123 Station Street 0447 648 484

1-3/170 Underwood Road 9753 5781

2 Francis Crescent (IFTI) 0400 222 179

Serene Body Therapy _______ E8
127 Station Street 0412 058 0798

Station 75B Massage Shop ___ M5
75B Station Street 0412 588 165/9758 3860

Hair and Beauty
Andrey Continental Gents Hair__J7

83 Station Street 0416 646 797

Beyond Bella Hair & Beauty___ P2

Loi Eng Restaurant ________ E7
113 Station Street 9758 1818

16 Alpine Street 9758 5766

3/101 Station Street 9758 6551

36-40 Forest Road 9758 4829

Sunflower Massage ________ M5
Yoga Balance ____________ K3
14 Alpine Street 9762 6069

35-37 Forest Road 9758 3721 / 9758 2619
2/101 Station Street 9753 6776

2 Francis Crescent (IFTI) 9778 3617
3/1 Alpine Street 0402 335 962
5/101 Station Street 9752 3555

Gully Tattoo _____________ G5
100B Station Street 9758 0565

Knoxbrooke Basecamp _______ I5
88 Station Street 9758 3666

Loans One ______________ E3
6/170 Underwood Road 1300 524 472

Mae Collard School of Music ___J3
15 Alpine Street 0411 718 422

Mountain District Learning Centre O9
13-15 The Avenue 9758 7859

Capelli Hair Studio __________J7

Opp Shops
Angliss Hospital Opp Shop____ K6

Kypri & Co Unisex Hair Design __ I4

Hills Church Opp Shop_______ K3

Supermutts Dog Grooming ___ K3

Nature’s Beauty Secrets ______J7

Vinnies ________________ M2

Where There’s a Witch There’s a Way B8

52 Forest Road 9778 3414

11/101 Station Street 9758 8554
5/1 Alpine Street 9758 8555

6/101 Station Street 9758 9122

4/101 Station Street

18 Alpine Street 9758 1201
32 Forest Road 9758 8501

Pick Me Up Mowers ________ L2
44 Forest Road 9752 3380

20 Alpine Street 9758 3458

2 Francis Crescent (IFTI) 9752 3475
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41 Forest Road 9758 2081

P

2/107 Station Street 9758 6464

7

Va Hair Do _______________J3

ATMs
67 Station Street __________ O5
3/107 Station Street_________ I6
47 Forest Road, at Apollo Fuel__ G3

Rohde Smash Repairs_______ H3

Flame Trees Burger Bar _____ L2

Cafés
121 Station Street Cafe______ E7

Two Baristas _____________ K7

47 Forest Road 9758 0333

5

The Avenue Hairdressing ____ M6

Salte ___________________J3

Automotive Services
Apollo Fuel ______________ G3

M N O

1/115 Station Street 0420 782 721

Ferntree Thai ____________ H6

1/107 Station Street 9758 0990

The Hut Gallery ___________ D3
157 Underwood Road 9758 8955

L

Restaurants
Chandelier Wine Bar _______ E7

Fer
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65-67 Station Street 9758 7822
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Post Office
FTG Licensed Post Office _____ O5

g

