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Children’s library Activities
Art & Craft Exhibition
For more information see pages 14-15

Free circulation to 9500 households and businesses in Ferntree Gully

2

Home Page

From the editor
This issue recognises the valued contribution made
over 80 years by the Angliss Hospital to the health
and wellbeing of the community.
Cradled in the shelter of Corhanwarrabul, the
mother mountain, seen as a woman lying on her
side, the hospital nurtures the community from birth
to eventual passing. The name is derived from the
Woiwurrung language of the Wurundjeri people.
Names of places signify the range of people who
make up this community from First Peoples to
nationalities from all corners of the world seeking
to live in a safe and caring setting.
The Village Fair celebrates the vital support of our
CFA volunteers and the businesses and community
groups which make up the Village.
Gully News acknowledges and give heartfelt thanks
to the volunteers who deliver 10,000 papers door
to door, business to business. Volunteers are often
invisible but their volunteering keeps the spirit of
the Gully alive.
Thank you also to our advertisers and sponsors
whose contribution makes the paper possible. Please
support them.
With summer approaching the need to watch out
for each other and our precious Gully becomes all
important. Be fire ready and alert those who may
need nurturing just as the Hospital demonstrates
day by day.
We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

Community Newspapers Conference
In October the Gully News team was well represented
at the Community Newspapers Victoria (CNAV)
conference held at the York on Lilydale in Mount
Evelyn. We gathered to discuss publishing and the
growth of community newspapers.
For a first-timer it was a heartening experience
to be among so many people brimming over with
community spirit. They were enthusiastic about
celebrating and supporting their local people.
The conference was opened by MC Sandi Miller of
the Warrandyte Diary, with a welcoming address from
CNAV President Jens-Kristian Toft Hansen (Ferntree
Gully News).
Sessions for the day included:
• Information from the Victorian Electoral
Commission on reporting for local government
elections
• ‘Answering your Burning Questions’ with
journalist Jeanette Severs
• ‘Online Publishing’ in the age of the 24 hour
news cycle with James Poyner of the Warrandyte
Diary
• ‘Illustrating your Point’ with cartoonist Jock
Macneish OAM from the Warrandyte Diary
The day concluded with the Annual Awards Night.

Beth Duffy and Meg Hellyer
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This issue edited by Beverley Mills
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Editor: Anne Margot Boyd
Assistant editors: Beverley Mills, Beth Duffy and
Prasadini Nanayakkara
Writers: Teresa Cannon, Graham Crichton, Peter Stagg,
Gemma Franks and others
Community News reporting: Lynn Brewster and Diana
Roggenbucke
Design and formatting: Dandystripes Design
Image editor: Gary Fevreau
Photography: Barbara Oehring, Gary Fevreau and others
Printer: McPherson Media at Newsprinters
Advertising: Pam McConnell
Distribution: John McMillan 0468 364 331
Book-keeping: John Ford
Website: Meg Hellyer
Office: Heidi Lighten, Mary Trinnie, Alice Collins,
Gavin Green, Judith O’Donnell
If you would like to help: gathering or editing news, stories
and photos, with advertisements or delivering the paper, contact
MDLC 9758 7859, or leave a message on 9758 3056 or John
McMillan 0468 364 331 (for walkers), or call in on Tuesdays,
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Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm
or by appointment
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paper aims to build and strengthen community
by reporting the stories of people and groups
in Ferntree Gully.

Awards presented to newspapers in
Knox
The Rowville-Lysterfield Community News won Best
Photograph as well as Best Writing by a person 18 years
or younger; and was a finalist for Best Sports Reporting.
Congratulations to David Gilbert and team at RLCN!
The Studfield Wantirna Community News, produced
by Janet Claringbold and team, was a finalist in Best
Writing by a person 18 years or younger, and Best
Layout and Design.
The Ferntree Gully News was a finalist in awards for
Best Photograph and Best History Story. See page 17
for the judges’ comments.

Walkers wanted
We have many walkers who deliver our paper bimonthly but we always have a need for more.
If you would like to become a walker for us please
contact John on 0468 364 331 to tell him which of
the rounds you would be able to do. Listed below are
some of the rounds available at the moment. Maps of
the rounds are of course provided
Area 45 – 100 papers to the houses in Windermere
Drive from Trefoil Street to Brunton Way including
all of Trefoil Street.
Area 56 – 80 papers to the houses bound by Ferntree
Gully Road, Greenaway Drive and Cambden Park
Parade.
Area 71 – 115 papers to the houses in the courts coming
off Mayfair Drive, including Auriol Court and the few
houses between.
Area 76 – 100 papers to the houses enclosed by
Hancock Drive and Segarta Circuit.

Advertisements
Ferntree Gully News relies on advertising revenue to
pay for printing.
Promote your business and support the community by
advertising in Ferntree Gully News
Prices begin at $65.00 inc. GST for an ad size 60mm
deep x 80mm wide
See website for sizes and prices
Email Pam McConnell: gullynews@gmail.com
Copy and publication dates 2019-20
No. 63 Copy date 17 Jan.
Publication 7 Feb.
No. 64 Copy date 13 March Publication 3 April
No. 65 Copy date 8 May
Publication 29 May
No. 66 Copy date 10 July
Publication 31 July
ABN 20 093 868 002
Disclaimer: The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are
not necessarily those of the supporting organisations unless
acknowledged as such. No endorsement of products and services
is implied by the listing of advertisers and sponsors. While every
effort is taken to print contributions accurately, the publishers
take no responsibility for errors.
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Comings and goings
in the Village
A warm welcome to Tom and Ann Tran, new owners
of 121 Station Cafe (formerly Around the Bend). Tom
and Ann are now also serving home-made Aussie and
Vietnamese style food as well as the usual great coffee
and service with a smile. They are open 7.30-3 Monday
to Friday, 7.30-2 on Saturdays and closed on Sundays.
A toasty welcome to Calvin and Cindy, new owners
of The Chook Station. There will be the usual delicious
spread with the addition of sushi and vegie pancakes
with more surprises to come.
Kyra’s Cafe has recently opened in the former
bookstore in Alpine street near the roundabout. It is
open seven days from 7:30am until 3:30pm weekdays
and until 2:30pm weekends. We welcome Kyra and
her husband Waz (local residents for 25 years) in their
new venture.

You can place your full colour
advert in this space (60mm high x
80mm wide) for as little as $65.00
Gully News is a not-for-profit
community newspaper. Publishing
six times a year, 10,000 copies and we
depend on advertising to pay printing
costs.
See ferntreegullynews.com for more
sizes and prices

PC, Mac, Laptop + Printer
Repairs, Sales + Upgrades
•
•
•
•

Troubleshooting
Computer Setup
Printer Setup
Email + Internet Setup

•
•
•
•

Data Backup + Recovery
Virus + Spyware Removal
Software Install
Ink Cartridges and Refills

109 Station St, Ferntree Gully

1300 489 434
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Remembrance Day commemorations
On Sunday 10 November
2019 the cessation of
Wo r l d Wa r On e w a s
commemorated with a
ceremony conducted at the
Knox War Memorial in the
Tim Neville Arboretum.
The ceremony in Knox
was unique in that it was
almost entirely conducted
by students from local
primary and secondary
schools. These students
participated with readings,
wreath laying, raising and
lowering of the flags, ably
supported by a school
choir. The involvement of
the younger generation demonstrates an enthusiasm
and empathy in remembering this special day.
The service which commenced at 10.55 am saw
residents and friends in attendance while participants
marched, ‘form up’ at the rotunda in Francis Crescent,
Ferntree Gully wearing their medals and/or medals of
their relatives who have served in the armed forces.
Remembrance Day, which was originally known as
Armistice Day, commemorated the end of hostilities
in World War I, with the signing of the armistice
on November 11, 1918 – the 11th hour of the 11th
day of the 11th month. Hostilities brought about

the mobilisation of over 70 million people and left
between nine and 13 million people dead, many with
no known grave.
On the first anniversary of the armistice in 1919,
one minute’s silence was instituted as part of the main
commemorative ceremony. After the end of World War
II in 1945, the Australian and British governments
changed the name to ‘Remembrance Day’ as an
appropriate title for a day which would commemorate
all war dead and injured.

Community Development Grants
This year Knox Council has approved $335,761 for
not-for-profit organisations’ activities.
Knox City Council’s annual grants program aims to
encourage locally focused community activities that
promote community engagement, health and wellbeing
of residents, skills development, community pride,
strength and resilience, and community harmony.
The annual CDF grant application process provides
insight into community activity across the city. The
projects submitted are an indication of the needs,
aspirations and interests of these organisations and the
local communities they represent.
Grants approved for initiatives and activities in and
around Ferntree Gully include the following:
Bena Angliss Kindergarten. $3653 for a sensory
garden.
Ferntree Gully Eagles Football/Netball Junior Club.
$2000 for kitchen and other equipment and $3750 for
Family Fun Day and Fireworks.
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Ferntree Gully News. $1580 towards publishing health
and safety articles and for training at Community
Newspapers Association Victoria conference.
Ferntree Gully Village Traders & Ferntree Gully
Village Fair Organisation. $5000 for the annual
Fun Day involving the community organisations and
businesses located in and around the village.
Mountain District Learning Centre. Community
Connections Shared Table project. $2790 for equipment
for a community meal delivered by VCAL students to
local rooming house residents and homeless people.
Society of St Vincent de Paul Ferntree Gully. $3000
for Seniors Christmas Lunch: bringing together local
senior citizens in nursing homes and those living alone
to a Christmas lunch.
Upper Ferntree Gully Football Club.$1894.20 for
equipment for Female Teams at training and game days.

First all-female leadership
in Knox history

Congratulations to Cr Nicole Seymour on her election
as Mayor of Knox City Council, also to Cr Marcia
Timmers-Leitch as Deputy Mayor for the next 12
months.
The election of Crs Seymour and Timmers-Leitch
marks the first time in Knox City Council history that
the roles of both Mayor and Deputy Mayor have been
served by female Councillors.
Cr Seymour is a long-term Knox resident, having
lived in the Tirhatuan Ward for over 20 years. Cr
Seymour has been an active participant in the local
community since her teenage years and was elected to
Council in 2012.
Cr Seymour said the opportunity to serve as Mayor
of Knox was a great honour and expressed thanks to
Council and to the community as a whole. ‘I am truly
thankful to my peers for their vote of support and I am
confident that our varied perspectives and personalities
can work harmoniously to deliver great outcomes for
the community we all serve so passionately,’ said Cr
Seymour. ‘The next year will be crucial for this Council,
and we need a year of strength, of unity and of clarity.
That’s what I promise to deliver to my fellow councillors
and to the Knox community.’
Council also took the opportunity to thank outgoing
Mayor Dobson Ward Cr Jake Keogh. Cr Keogh was
recognised for his sound judgment and for bringing a
fresh and energetic style to Council.
The new Deputy Mayor, Cr Timmers-Leitch has lived
in the heart of Wantirna’s Collier Ward for 12 years,
running a small business with her husband and raising
her three school-aged children, and has a background
in commerce and marketing.

Community Bank
Come In & Run Our Giant Slalom Course

5
5

Now Is The Time to Think About your
Insurance Needs
With the warmer weather only around the corner we all
need to review our insurance requirements.
For example, do you know that if your home gets
destroyed by a bushfire in Victoria you may be obligated
to rebuild to a higher standard offering greater bushfire
protection?
Have you factored in to your current insurance the
additional costs involved in building to the higher
standard for bushfire protection? They can add up to a
further $100,000 on top of your home rebuild expense.
The teams at both the Ferntree Gully & Rowville
Community Bank Branches are well versed in bushfire
residential building standards that were introduced
following Black Saturday and will make sure owners
of homes in bushfire prone areas have factored these
additional building costs into insurance calculations
If this is of interest to you please visit either the
Ferntree Gully or Rowville Community Bank Branch
for an no obligation chat.

Knox & District Woodworkers Club
Have you visited the Ferntree Gully branch lately? The
staff have erected signage using helium balloons and

promoting our great Home Loans. Feel free to visit and
have a go at doing a slalom!

Knox Woodworkers are a great local community
organisation. Last night Knox Community Directors
Hurtle & Etienne along with Senior Branch Manager
Mick Spruhan attended their annual toy donation to
local charities.
The Knox Community Bank Group has a long
association with the Knox & District Woodworkers
Club through the community grants program & the
work the Knox & District Woodworkers Club does
within the local community. Last night the Knox &
District Woodworkers Club donated toys they had made
to the Salvos & Foothills Community Care, Knox Toy
Library just to name a few.
Any remaining toys will be provided to the Knox
Community Bank Group & placed under the Ferntree
Gully & Rowville Community Bank Branches
Christmas Gifting Trees which will be up in Branches
on 1 December, 2019! If you would like to support this
wonderful initiative simply purchase a toy or two &
place them under the tree at each Branch. Don’t wrap
the gifts please.
All gifts placed under the Ferntree Gully Community
Bank Branch’s gifting tree will be donated to Foothills
Community care & given to those attending their
Christmas Day Lunch. While gifts placed under
Rowville Community Bank Branch’s gifting tree will
be given to the Rowville Baptist Church & given to
children and adults alike who attend their Christmas
day lunch!
It’s beginning to feel a lot like Christmas!

AGM Announcement
The Knox Community Bank Group’s AGM will be held
on the 25th of November 2019 from 7:00pm and is
open to all Shareholders.
Where: Ferntree Gully Football Club, Glenfern Rd,
Ferntree Gully
When: 7.00pm
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Knox District Woodworkers

Knox U3A has returned!

Knox Woodworkers attended the Stringy Bark festival
at Rowville. We had a very successful day running the
KIDS Corner. Club members pre-cut and package
a variety of very reasonably priced toys including
dinosaurs, trucks and baby cradles. Children select their
toy of choice and a club member will assist the child to
assemble it, using small screwdrivers, drills and other
tools. This ensures the children learn how to use tools
safely and correctly and everyone enjoys the interaction
and the final result.
Packaged toys can also be taken home for assembly
or as gifts.
This is a good starting point for new members
and sparks an interest in woodworking activities for
children.

Those Thrill-seekers who look forward to the regular
contribution from Knox U3A will undoubtedly have
been disappointed by our absence over the past couple
of issues. Unfortunately (or fortunately perhaps?) your
correspondent has been somewhat busy (a) selling a
house, (b) buying a unit in a retirement village and (c)
moving from a to b. Apologies for that, but those who
have journeyed down the same path will know what I
mean.
Speaking of journeying down paths, I thought I might
highlight the several opportunities for recreational
walking offered by U3A. The most popular of our
walking activities are the two half day bushwalking
groups held on Monday and Wednesday and the full
day Bushwalkers, also held on Wednesday. Venues are
usually local, and one would be surprised just how many
extended walks are available within reasonable distance
of Knox. Dandenong Ranges Park, Olinda State Forest
and the like all have possibilities for 10 to 12 kilometre
walks, well within the capabilities of our age group.
Local venues are usually chosen as participants are
obliged to make their own travel arrangements to the
commencement of the walk. However, every so often
an extended excursion is arranged, like the recent three
day trip to the Mornington Peninsula region where there
are many half and full day bushwalking opportunities.
Course leaders are experienced bushwalkers David
Evans and Judy Wright.
For those seeking less demanding, but equally
interesting walks, we have half day excursions in our
‘Exploring Melbourne’ activity on alternate Tuesdays.
Co-ordinated by member Ron Henderson, these trips
explore the interesting streets and lanes of the City of
Melbourne from the perspective of the tourist, rather
than the resident. It is surprising how much we don’t
know about our own city, but Ron is just the man to
point these features out.
Down a notch further and we have the much gentler
Strollers group engaging in easy walks usually within
the municipality; and one with a difference, Dog Walks
and Coffee aimed at socialising both owners and pets
on an easy walk to a coffee shop somewhere. Bring
your own dog.
Some of these groups are full, and waiting lists will
apply, but why not engage in one of the 164 different
activities and courses Knox U3A offer while waiting?
Membership is still $60 a year, and details can be located
on our website, www.u3aknox.org.au or telephone
9752 2737.

Knoxfield Ladies Probus

Knoxfield Ladies Probus members recently enjoyed a
morning at the Diamond Valley Miniature Railway
in Eltham. We were warmly welcomed by a group of
passionate volunteers, with morning tea and an informal
talk covering the history of this popular Nillumbik
Shire tourist attraction. The brainchild of Mr Clem
Meadmore, the railway first operated in Chelsworth
Park Ivanhoe, but due to severe flooding, it was relocated
to Eltham Lower Park, near Diamond Creek in 1960.
The railway is based on the Victoria Railway, however
it is a 184 cm rideable miniature railway operating a
variety of steam and petrol/diesel locomotives. The
rolling stock is 1/6 full size, signals 1/4 full size and
lineside features 1/2 full size. There are two signal
boxes based on the historic lever frames right through
to computer controlled signalling.
Breaking into small groups, we were conducted
through the signal centre and the workshops where
repairs and restorations are carried out, as well as the
manufacturing of track panels, crossovers and points.
We then thoroughly enjoyed a 15 minute ride
in the open passenger carriages drawn by a shiny
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green locomotive around the
site, through the two tunnels
and alighted at the main
station. Operated wholly
by enthusiastic volunteers,
revenue from the trains’
operations is put back into
maintenance and new works,
and also towards worthwhile
charities. They are always
looking for volunteers, and
provide people who are not
railway men or women the
opportunity to learn new
skills and to build and run a
real passenger carrying railway

system in miniature.
We made a return trip to Arden Cafe in Toolangi
for a tasty homemade lunch in the comfortable café
overlooking the historic gardens, the inspiration for
Australian poet C J Dennis’ book The Singing Gardens. C
J Dennis moved to this property in 1908 and purchased
it in 1915 for the equivalent of $40.00. Here he also
wrote The Sentimental Bloke, The Glugs of Gosh and
The Book for Kids. Jan the now owner entertained us
with anecdotes of his life on the property and amusing
recitals of his work.
We have also fitted in a high tea at Berwick’s Old
Cheese Factory, a fashion parade and a Sunday brunch.
Before end of year Christmas celebrations, we are off to
a gingerbread factory, lunch at Gardenworld, a shopping
trip to DFO Moorabbin, and a theatre outing.
Ladies are most welcome to join our happy, busy club
which meets on the third Wednesday of the month at the
Wantirna Club, 350 Stud Road Wantirna at 10:00am.
Please contact our membership officer Jo 9752 9219 or
our president Val 9763 6175 for further information.
Your first visit is complimentary.

John E Ford
Publicity Officer, Knox U3A

Proudly sponsored by
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

Community News
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Infrastructure developments in Knox Ferntree Gully Guides
can do

Henderson Road Bridge now open for
business

After being on the drawing board for decades, the
Henderson Road Bridge is finally built and officially
open!
For those who don’t know, this bridge links up
Henderson Road in Rowville with Henderson Road in
Knoxfield on the other side of Corhanwarrabul Creek.
It has always been planned to have the roads linked
up through a bridge, but for some reason, it was never
prioritised.
In 2016 I made the decision to seek a federal election
commitment of $6 million to get the bridge done. Since
that time, we have worked closely with Knox Council
over the design and implementation. I never realised
it would be such a big job, but now that the work is
complete, I can clearly see the complexity in it.
The bridge provides another link between the
southern half of Knox (Rowville and Lysterfield) with
the northern part. Until this time, there were only two
linkages: Stud Road and Napoleon Road. Creating
the extra link, will not only save people time to get
to Bunnings, or Knox Shopping Centre, but will also
take a bit of pressure off Stud Road, which is often a
nightmare. Importantly, it will save time for a lot of
local businesses.

Many have raised their concerns about the traffic this
bridge might generate at the intersection of Henderson
Road and Kellets Road. It is already a sub-optimal
intersection. I have secured funding to get traffic lights
installed there to address these concerns but it will
probably take a year or so before they are completed.
Yes, the length of time to build these things frustrates me
too! I have secured funds for slip lanes at the intersection
of Henderson Road and Ferntree Gully Road.
This bridge has been a great project done in
partnership with the Knox Council. They put in
$500,000 and oversaw the construction. The finished
project is terrific. It even has a special possum highway
over the top of the bridge.
Thanks for your patience and support as we get these
local projects done.

On Thursday 24 October the Ferntree Gully Watermelon
Girl Guide Group door knocked on the doors of 176
houses around the Gully for our annual charity can
drive.
This year we successfully collected almost 400 food
items for local charities. We will be donating these cans
to local groups within Ferntree Gully Village to help
the needy at Christmas time.
Girl Guides Knox have vacancies through all groups
in Knox. For more information contact Jane 0408 505
661 or Knox@guidesvic.org.au

Dorset Road extension

High on my agenda is the Dorset Road extension and
duplication of Napoleon Roads. We have this money
locked into the federal budget and I am negotiating with
the state transport minister over the implementation
schedule. This is a big project $130 million all up. I
will keep you informed about this one as it progresses
as I know this is one that has been on the books for
decades as was the Henderson Rd Bridge.

Alan Tudge

Traffic queues into Glenfern Road.

ALAN TUDGE MP
Federal Member for Aston
tudgeMP
9887 3890

alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au
www.alantudge.com.au

Authorised by Alan Tudge MP, Liberal Party of Australia. Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South VIC 3152
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Local History

Angliss Hospital 80th anniversary

Photo courtesy of Knox Historical Society

This year marks the 80th Anniversary of the establishment
of the Angliss Hospital in Upper Ferntree Gully.
In 1937 a committee started planning a well-equipped
Bush Nursing Hospital to service the Ferntree Gully/
Boronia/Upwey/Belgrave area. Although Ferntree Gully
Shire Councillor, G L Chandler was the driving force
behind the hospital committee from its inception, the
project started in earnest with a donation of 1,000
pounds from Sir William Angliss who represented the
local Shire in the Legislative Council in the Parliament
of Victoria.
For years Sir William made generous contributions to
charities throughout the district he represented. At the
same time Mrs A Nicholas of Burnham Beeches and

her son Maurice Nicholas also donated 500 pounds for
the provision of a surgical block in the memory of her
husband A M Nicholas, merchant, philanthropist and
co-founder of the Aspro company.
The foundation stone of the William Angliss Bush
Nursing Hospital in Albert Street, Upper Ferntree Gully
was laid on 18 August 1939 by the Hon. J V Fairbairn,
Federal Member of Parliament for Flinders. The 10 bed
hospital was officially opened by Sir William Angliss,
MLC on 13 December 1939.
By 1946 it became evident that an increasing
population warranted the provision of a larger hospital.
So additional land was acquired in the area bounded
by Edward and Albert Streets and Talaskia Road and

hip hop
jazz
tap
ballet
cheer / acro
contemporary
ENROLMENTS ARE NOW OPEN -

Book your

FREE TRIAL CLASS

with us TODAY

Do you have a little dancer who bops around more than walks?
Do you have a child who is looking for somewhere fun to dance?
Are you a dancer looking for a new home to grow & learn?

Look no further than Tempo Dance Company

*
FERNTREE
GULLY
*
FACTORY 4 / 14 EDINA RD FERNTREE GULLY
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plans were drawn for the provision of a 90 bed hospital.
At this time most of the Ladies’ Auxiliaries were also
formed. Over the years they played an important role in
raising funds towards the purchase of essential hospital
equipment.
The Ladies Auxiliaries continue this important role
to this day. As recently as 2016 the Ferntree Gully
Auxiliary raised over $71,000.00 towards a Intubating
Fibrescope for surgical services as well as items for the
Special Care Nursery and Emergency and General
Medicine.
Of course, the hospital has undergone significant
growth since 1946. It is now part of Melbourne’s
Eastern Health. Today Angliss services cover the south
of Knox to the south west of the Yarra Ranges, as well
as Croydon and parts of Ringwood.
Hospital services include Emergency Care, General
Medicine, Surgery, Intensive Care, Midwifery,
Paediatrics and Rehabilitation. The Angliss also offers
programs which allow patients to be cared for in their
homes. A high level aged care facility known as the
Edward Street is located next to the Hospital.
In October 2018 a $20 million expansion of the
Angliss hospital was completed. Funded by the
Victorian State Government, this expansion includes
a number of features and upgrades, the main one
being the construction of a fourth level above the
main hospital building to house critical care services
including a 14-bed intensive care unit.
In a fitting symmetry to the story, the current MP for
Monbulk and Deputy Premier James Merlino visited
the newly opened 4th Level late last year.

Sorina Grasso
See on page 18 an article on the Bena Angliss Kindergarten.
Another example of the generosity of the Angliss Family.

Local History
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Special bonds in a special place
Angliss staff: meet Jenni and Julie
The Angliss Hospital draws great loyalty from its staff.
Jenni Wray has nursed there since 1987 and her babies
were born in the maternity wing.
Julie Stevens began as a tea lady 22 years ago and
now, as an allied health assistant, cheers patients in the
physiotherapy wing with smiles and caring support.
We asked Jenni and Julie, ‘What is the magic of the
Angliss?’ Both have an immediate response, ‘The real
community feeling within the hospital’.
They explain that all the staff are valued for their
commitment as part of the team. From the chief surgeon
to those vital behind the scene, they know each other.
Lifelong friendships have been made. Many staff travel
long distances to work because of their commitment
to the place. Jenni and Julie appreciate the sense of
being supported in work that has many challenges as
well as joys.
Maintaining the sense of community is paramount.
Jenni explained that graduate nurses are mentored to
instill a philosophy of caring for the patients as if they
were a member of their own family. Staff can choose
secondments to other hospitals and to undertake further
study. Julie has been the recipient of an award for
Workplace Health and Safety, one of many such awards
which are offered to staff in all aspects of the hospital.

The place

There have been great changes over the years. The east
west wing is to be redeveloped in the next few years to
include a new gymnasium for physiotherapy but Jenni
and Julie know that patients are not concerned about the

age or appearance of that particular building. A patient
was recently delighted to find the number above her
old bed in the former maternity wing just before it was
finally painted over. These days, as a modern teaching
hospital the Angliss also supports hospital in the home
and geriatric evaluation to enable patients to undergo
assessment and treatment outside of the hospital. This
frees up beds and also allows patients to recover in their
own surroundings.
The overwhelming response of these two long-serving
nurses is that the staff’s level of care and the view of the
mountain are what make time spent in the Angliss such
a special experience.
When the mist lifts and the mountain reveals itself
to an unsuspecting visitor, everyone enjoys the delight
of their reaction.
Wildlife, too, play their part. One patient solved the who told her it was years since he had drunk a cuppa
mystery of the disappearing goldfish when he observed made to her standard. Of course she promptly made
from his window a canny heron. The pond and the him one with a smile.
heron are now part of the hospital’s history.
Jenni and Julie especially acknowledge the support of
the Ferntree Gully and Upper Ferntree Gully Auxiliaries
which raise valuable funds every year for much
The local community
The Angliss hospital fulfils the vision of its benefactors appreciated equipment. The Occupational Therapy
through the commitment of its staff to the community. Department and Emergency Department have recently
So many Ferntree Gully families will have links with the benefitted from funds raised.
The Angliss can truly be recognised as ‘a place of rest
hospital through life’s cycle from birth to death. They
have found support and relief as the Angliss has grown and healing for all who come’, nestling in the foothills
to meet their needs and those of the further community. of the Dandenong Ranges which have themselves
This is evident in the many cards and letters to staff been a haven of health and healing to First People for
expressing patients’ deep appreciation of the care they thousands of years’.
have received. Julie remembers meeting a former patient
Beverley Mills

Carols

by Candlelight

Saturday 7 December
Wally Tew Reserve, Ferntree Gully
4pm – 10pm (main show from 8pm)
Free Community Event

knox.vic.gov.au/carols

10 Remembrance Day
Mayor of Knox Nicole Seymour
and Deputy Mayor Marcia
Timmers-Leitch with school
children at the Remembrance
Ceremony.

Photos by Gary Fevreau
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NOW OPEN IN FERNTREE GULLY

TRAINING

94-98 Station Street, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
Call 0405 662 799 or visit coachingzone.com.au

PERSONAL

SPECIALISTS

Did you know bushfires kill from 300m away?
Bushfires can reach temperatures of up to 1100°C. Long before the flames reach you, the wave of radiant heat
can kill you from up to 300 metres away - the distance of two football ovals. Planning and preparing for bushfire
is the only way to survive it.

Plan. Act. Survive. Go to vic.gov.au/knowfire

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Sports page sponsored by
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club
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Ferntree Gully Blues celebrate new cricket nets
Ferntree Gully’s passionate cricketers can train with new
nets at Wally Tew Reserve thanks to a $100,000 funding
boost from the Labour Government’s Community Sport
Infrastructure Fund.
The reserve is home to the Ferntree Gully ‘Blues’
Cricket Club, the oldest sporting club in the City of
Knox and established more than 130 years ago. Players
range in age from eight years to a youthful 70 and
include a strong female and all abilities membership.
Their old nets provided restricted training opportunities.
The new nets are fully enclosed to improve efficiency
and safety with three lanes for club use and one lane
for the community. The net layout is flexible which
gives access for St Joseph’s College sporting groups
and enables Ferntree Gully Football Club to utilise
the grounds in the winter season. Importantly the nets
are floodlit to Cricket Australia training standards,
significantly extending the time they can be utilised
and giving access to more teams.
The Member for South Eastern Metropolitan Region
Dr Tien Kieu formally opened the new cricket nets. This
project is part of the Government’s strong commitment
to sport and active recreation, gender equality and to
encouraging all Victorians to get out there and get active.
The Government acknowledges project partners Knox
City Council,Ferntree Gully Cricket Club and Cricket

Victoria for their commitment and investment to deliver
the new nets.
‘The Blues are part of the fabric of Ferntree Gully
with a long and proud history-they deserve modern
and appropriate facilities they can be proud of ” says
Dr Tien Kieu.

Knox City Football Club’s All Nations Cup 2019
Knox City Football Club’s All Nations Cup embraces
the club’s cultural diversity and represents a celebration
of multiculturalism through the world game and the
community's cultural roots.
The festival of football began in 1983 and, since then,
has become the finest of its kind in Melbourne. With a
history of over 30 years, the World Cup style event has
gone from strength to strength.
The 34th All Nations Cup takes place across six
weeks at Egan Lee Reserve in Knoxfield, the home of
Knox City Football Club. Sixteen teams from all over
Melbourne represent various countries and compete to
take the crown from last year’s winners, Wales.

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club
2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully
Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888
www.ftgbowls.com.au

The 2019 tournament again includes both Cup and
Plate competitions. Following the group phase, the
top eight teams advance to the finals series of the Cup
competition, while the eighth next best-placed teams
progress and contest the Plate trophy.
The tournament kicked off on Saturday 12 October
and is played every Saturday and Sunday, concluding
with the Cup and Plate final on Saturday 23 November.
Alas too late for us to report the result in this edition
of Gully News!
Come along next year to Egan Lee Reserve to
celebrate diversity, multiculturalism and the world game
throughout the tournament.

Our Bistro is open

Come and join us for a meal at the
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

Ferntree

For lunch
Tuesday to Friday
12.00pm to 2.00pm
On Sundays
12.00 to 2.00pm
And for dinner
Tuesday-Sunday
from 6.00pm
Closed Mondays
Gully News August 2016
For bookings ring 9753 5888
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12 Ferntree Gully CFA
Ferntree Gully CFA open day
and
Ferntree Gully Fair
Saturday 30 November
10:00 am to 2:00 pm

Our Biggest Open Day ever!
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

April’s marvellous fire safety pantomime at 11:00
am with Captain Koala
Knox State Emergency Service will perform a car
entrapment rescue at 12 noon, supported by our
firefighters
Live music from Mae Collard’s music school
Children can squirt water at our miniature fire
house from a real fire hose
Little CFA children’s helicopter
Plenty of photo opportunities
Our four specialist fire vehicles and equipment
on display
Help you with your home fire safety questions and
your bushfire survival plan
Smoke alarm advice, types, where to place them
and the value of interconnection
Sausage Sizzle

Your safety is important to us
Bushfire Awareness Meetings in Ferntree Gully
Meetings will be held at
•
•

Koolunga reserve off Daffodil Rd
Olivebank Rd at top near National park gate

(extra meeting may be held if needed due to changing
weather conditions)
Dates and times will be announced as the summer
weather progresses, and will be advertised on our
Ferntree Gully CFA Facebook page, on signage along
Forest Rd and in streets nearest the meeting venues.
Stay tuned.

Ferntree Gully Rotary presents a cheque to our Fire Brigade
The Brigade has always been very appreciative of our
positive relationship with the local Rotary Club, and
we were certainly pleased to accept a cheque for $250
to enable us to purchase valuable equipment for brigade
use in the future.

Photo: Allan Tierney made the presentation to our
Secretary Lowan Sist at the Brigade meeting on 1 October

Knox Police news – Tradies secure your tools
Police have recently identified a significant rise in the
number of incidents involving tools being stolen from
utilities, vans and trailers belonging to tradespeople.
These tools are being removed from vehicles parked in
both residential streets and at work sites.
Replacing lost tools can be both costly and an
interruption to business, so it’s important to store them
securely when not in use.

Crime prevention tips
•

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade
A 100% Volunteer CFA Brigade
24/7, 365 days a year
for over 77 years
Email: info@ftgcfa.org.au
Follow us on Facebook.

Fire calls 000
Have you ever thought of becoming
a recruit in FTG CFA?
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•
•
•
•
•

When leaving equipment in a vehicle overnight,
park in a secured garage if possible, or in the
driveway as close to the house as possible. Avoid
parking on the street.
Have CCTV coverage, phone linked if possible,
and security lighting in parking areas.
Avoid parking in dark, unlit or isolated areas.
Lock your vehicle when unattended, even on work
sites. Where possible keep tools and equipment
out of sight.
Use hardened steel padlocks, shackle protectors
and chains.
If driving a ute, consider investing in sturdy
lockable tool boxes securely fixed to the vehicle.

•
•
•
•

Alarm your tool box and vehicle.
Keep an inventory of all tools and equipment,
photograph and record model and serial numbers.
Engrave or mark tools for easy identification: the
letter V followed by your driver’s licence number
is recommended.
Report any suspicious behaviour such as loitering or
the unsolicited presentation of tools or equipment
for sale. Phone police on triple zero (000).

Food Page 13
Room for dessert?
End-of-year gatherings and Christmas dinners are a few
short week’s away. For some people, this is a time to
socialise while stretching their stomachs to maximum
capacity.
I had never really thought about the capacity of
the average human stomach until my 12 year old son
mentioned it one mealtime. Apparently, we are capable
of holding a maximum of about a gallon (3.7 litres) of
food in our stomachs.
We put this distention capability to the test recently
on a family trip to Europe. We attended a cousin’s
wedding in Opole, Poland. It was a traditional Polish
wedding, consisting of eight courses and about 20
dishes. The entrée, chicken broth with noodles, was
served to us in individual bowls. The second course,
which included nine different dishes of food, ranging
from cod fillet with lemon and dill sauce to Polish
dumplings and gravy, was placed in the middle of each
table for guests to help themselves.
We managed the next course, and the next, but
by the time the wedding cake, a tasty chocolate and
walnut sponge was served, we were flagging. It was
now 9:30pm, and despite a noisy live band, with
dancing and drinking and lots of chatter, a full stomach
combined with a hefty dose of jet-lag sent my son off
to sleep, stretched across several chairs. He revived in
time to see the spit-roasted wild pig ceremoniously
carried into the dining room and carved up for guests.
He sampled a few pieces before agreeing it was time

for bed. We didn’t stay for the last two courses or the
merry-making that went on into the small hours.
The reason some people are able to fit in several
courses, or eat multiple dishes from a buffet, could be in
part attributed to a phenomenon called sensory specific
satiety. Our senses may tell us we are full of a particular
food, but when a new, appealing dish is presented to
us, the anticipation of a different, delectable flavour
creates renewed appetite.
Our brains override the satiety signals (that ‘full’
feeling) for pleasure in the form of a sweet treat such
as dessert or another savoury course. This is why, even
when we are full, we often feel as if there is still room
for dessert. Needless to say, it is not healthy to regularly
test your stomach’s maximum capacity.
What is healthy for you though is two serves of
fruit, such as an apple and a banana, per day. This is
the recommended daily intake for people over the age
of nine.
One way to consume this fruit is to make a quick,
tasty dessert. Simply dice a couple of apples, Pink Lady
apples work well, and cook these in a bowl for a minute
or two in the microwave. Add a tablespoon or two of
raisins and microwave these with the apples for another
minute or so. Sprinkle cinnamon over the top, to taste.
Enjoy your sweet, juicy apple dessert.
Bon Appétit

Gemma Franks

CALL NOW
to book your next
party or function

FernTRee gully

38 -40 Forest Road
Ferntree Gully, Vic 3156

9758 4829

BAYSWATER

741 mountain Highway
bayswater, Vic 3153

9720 5772
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14 Ferntree Gully Village Fair
Village Fair Activities in
The Avenue
CFA Open Day

10.00am to 2.00pm at the fire station
Come and talk to our
experienced firefighters
about your home and
bush fire safety plans.
See Captain Koala fire
safety pantomime 11:00am
and Knox SES car rescue 12 noon
Also fly the Little
CFA children’s helicopter

In and around Uniting
Church

Trash and Treasure (Church carpark)
Art and Craft exhibition (in the Church)
Egg and bacon rolls (end of driveway in
the Avenue)
Cake and coffee (Church hall)

Photos by Barbara Oehring.
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In the Village Court

Jumping Castle – Petting Zoo

Wyuna Street Carpark
Library children’s activities
Knox Toy Library
Vintage Cars

Underwood Road

Gigantic Book Sale Senior Citizen’s Club

In Station Street

Stalls* Hot Food * Showbags* Cup cakes
Dancewear gifts * Traders’ specials
Face Painting * Balloon Modelling

Ferntree Gully Village Fair 15
Music and Entertainment
Bush Band (near IGA)
IFTI Live Music
Mae Collard School of Music
Upwey Music

Our music programs
Now taking bookings!

Our music tuition programs and women's
choir nurture a love and enjoyment of music
ENQUIRIES AND ENROLMENTS
W: www.maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
E: info@maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
F: maecollardschoolofmusic | T: 0411 718 422
15, Alpine Street, Ferntree Gully

Kreationz Dance (at CFA)
Follow the music with David,
the Fair’s roving MC

Mae Collard Drama School
The Mae Collard School of Music is now holding drama
workshops with Matt McFarlane. Matt’s five week course
teaches the fundamentals of acting by workshopping a
popular scene from a contemporary play. Through
scene study techniques, students learn to understand
the intention of the writer. With an understanding of
intention, the actors work together to develop their
repertoire of skills to convey this message through a
thoughtfully crafted scene. In the final week, students
will perform this scene in front of each other, family and
friends in a showcase performance at the Ferntree Gully
Village Fair. The deliberate time constraint of five weeks
encourages the students to own their piece, making
timely choices on a variety of performance elements.
For more information about our drama program visit
www.maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
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Blithe Spirit is a Noel Coward comedy delight

During November as part of its 65th anniversary
season, The Basin Theatre Group presented Noel
Coward’s classic comedy Blithe Spirit. Set in an English
country house in the summer of the 1930s, the play
is about happily married British novelist Charles
Condomine, who in searching for material for his new
novel, decides to invite eccentric clairvoyant Madame
Arcati to his house to conduct a séance attended by
himself, his second wife Ruth and two of their friends,
Dr and Mrs Bradman. The problem is, Madame
Arcati inadvertently conjures up the spirit of Charles’s
temperamental first wife, Elvira, who takes great delight
in taunting his second wife and who, much to Charles’s
dismay continues to haunt the couple, disrupting their
marriage after the séance is over.
With a script full of hilarious surprises, the talented
cast delight the audience on the night, taking them
on a rollercoaster ride of one outrageous shock after
another. There is jealousy, revenge, witty repartee and
of course, lots of laughter from the audience.
The ensemble display superb comedic timing, the
costumes convey colour as well as a diaphanous elegance
and the set captures the period with authenticity. Under
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the skilful direction of
Neroli Wesley, actors Dru
Bartlett, Adam Lofthouse,
Halley Metcalfe, Katrina
Nicholls, Laell Raiteri,
Aaron Baker and
newcomer Evie Strumila
give the audience a
memorable night of
theatre right here in our
own neck of the woods.
Playing the clumsy
maid gives first timer on
stage Katrina Nicholls
no trouble at all as she
enjoys giving an over the
top performance to an
appreciative audience,
and in his performance
as Charles Condomine,
Adam Lofthouse does
an excellent job of the
biggest role. Adam was called upon to step in at the
last minute to perform the main role and learnt 550
lines in four weeks.
Normally behind the scenes directing, producing and
choreographing school musicals, Drama and English
teacher Halley Metcalfe appreciates the different
perspective of being on stage for the first time and
loves performing Coward’s fast-paced dialogue as Ruth
Condomine.
As impressionable Mrs Bradman, Laell Raiteri enjoys
playing a character far removed from her real life
role as a scientist, while as the most experienced cast
member, Dru Bartlett, loves playing Madame Arcati,
an expressive performance she delivers with gusto.
‘It was a total ensemble work, with a brilliant team
and the backstage crew were extraordinary’ says Dru.
Indeed, a dedicated backstage and front of house team
provides the audience with a full experience including
complimentary pre-show drinks, programme and
supper.

Blithe Spirit runs until 30 November. Bookings on
1300 784 or www.thebasintheatre.org.au.
For its 2020 season, The Basin Theatre Group
continues to provide a rich offering with Death Knell, a
thriller set in the remote Scottish Highlands, Australian
drama Scenes from a Separation by Andrew Bovell
and Hannie Rayson, a love story about Vincent Van
Gogh called Vincent in Brixton by Nicholas Wright
and Gentlemen Incorporated, an Australian comedy by
Deborah Mulhall.

Sorina Grasso
The reviewer and her partner were guests of the Basin
Theatre Group. Photo by Peter Bartlett

Postscript: the first performance
In this 80th anniversary of the outbreak of World War
Two it is interesting to note that Noel Coward’s play
Blithe Spirit was written as his ‘small contribution to
the united determination of the English to get on with
the job’. His job was writing plays.
Taking time off from his blitzed home in London he
went to a North Wales seaaside resort to write a play
he had been thinking about for a while.
Written in six days (3 to 9 May) Blithe Spirit opened
in Manchester on 16 June. In his autobiography
Coward says, ‘the audience had to walk across planks
laid over rubble caused by air raids to see a light comedy
about death.’
After the play Coward told the audience, ‘I did not
write this comedy to cheer you up. The English do
not need cheering up. In this island fortress English
theatre is still open. I have just returned from my tour
of Australia and New Zealand and I say to you from
them they are standing by you. And I thanked them
on your behalf.’
Blithe Spirit ran throughout the war and later for 18
months in New York.

Sponsored by
Ferntree Gully
Arts Society
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Dahlias: a winning message for Mental Health Month
Congratulations to local artist Hsin Lin whose painting
‘Dahlias. Ready and Waiting’ won the Art Competition
for Victoria’s Mental Health promotions this October.
The award was presented by the Lord Mayor of
Melbourne Sally Capp and appeared on posters delivered
around Victoria to mark Mental Health Month.
Hsin Lin is one of the talented young artists often
exhibiting at the Hut Gallery in Ferntree Gully. She likes
to speak about the symbolism of plants: ‘Eucalyptus have
a symbolic meaning as healing and protection. Dahlia
stands for pure love and commitment. Also, the
symbolism of the dahlia flower is related to travelling
and changes. Dahlia flowers always symbolise positive
changes that are about to happen in our lives.
‘I would like to deliver a message via this artwork, that
we are all brave enough, and have courage enough for the
new journey ahead of us. We are ready and waiting for
good changes. And most important, whatever difficulties
you may encounter right now, I want to let you know
that you are not alone. ’

Newspaper awards
At the Community Newspaper of Victoria awards,
Ferntree Gully News were runners up in the Best History
Story and Best Photograph sections. The judges’
comments:

Best History Story

Ferntree Gully 1 - but who owned that number? By Ray
Peace
Informative story about the history of the telephone
service in Ferntree Gully in the context of international
communication developments. The local doctor, Donald
Simpson, was so keen to get the telephone that he was
happy to pay for the line extension to the town, but
Ferntree Gully was fortunate that the phone line was
constructed along the railway line by the PMG. It is an
interesting story of something, instant communication,
that we take for granted now.

Best Photograph

One More Weekend - Photographer: Barbara Oehring
Barbara’s photograph of rock band One More Weekend is
an example of the shot working because the photographer
is ‘invisible’, and the subjects are fully engaged with what
they’re doing. It’s carefully framed so the drummer is visible
between the guitarists giving the shot a layered effect that
draws you in. And its clever use of a wide-angle lens:
what could have been a distracting detail in the cluttered
background has, in this instance, helped tell the story of
a garage band in rehearsal. An energetic and atmospheric
shot in which you can almost hear the music.

‘Ready And Waiting – Dahlias’ 2019, by artist Hsin Lin
Acrylic on Acid free pine frame canvas, 61x91cm)

Sculpture garden opens at The Hut
The long awaited sculpture garden beside the Hut
Gallery was formally opened on Sunday 20 October.
Speakers Nick Wakeling MP and the Mayor of Knox
Jake Keogh congratulated the Society and especially
Arts Society President Shirley Dougan whose untiring
vision and drive brought the project to fulfilment.

Shirley thanked benefactors Knox City Council,
Bendigo Community Bank and the many other donors
who contributed. The garden will be a great space
for sculpture exhibitions as well as the installation of
community art projects.
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Bena Angliss 70th birthday celebrations

Knox City Council’s oldest preschool, Bena Angliss
Kindergarten celebrated its 70th birthday on Saturday
12 October. The preschool invited past and current
families and educators to take part in a variety of
activities such as sharing memorabilia from the past 70
years, face painting, making bush bouquets, a sausage

sizzle and cake stall, decorating clay
tiles, a mobile farm and a visit from
the local CFA truck.
The day was an enormous
success with great weather and
over 200 people in attendance.
In recognition of the occasion, a
Welcome to Country Ceremony
was performed as well as a tree
planting ceremony.
Sir William Angliss purchased the
land in 1947, with the preschool
named after his wife Lady Angliss,
in recognition of her efforts to
establish the service. Lady Angliss
officially opened the preschool on
1 October 1949.
Bena Angliss Kindergarten has a
community based spirit. Many people who attended
the kindergarten themselves are now bringing their own
children or grandchildren.
Bena Angliss Kindergarten has undergone many
changes in its 70 years. In more recent times, the
children’s bathroom area was relocated and many

outdoor upgrades have been completed, creating an
environment with natural materials for the children
to explore and learn.

Shopping for wisdom
Miss speaking
My grandchildren want me to go camping with them
– in the back yard for goodness sake. There are nine
of them, eight under seven. One of them, the grand
adventure-whisperer, cooked up the plan at our last
get-together. They’d all bring their tents to her place,
pitch them in her backyard, have a picnic to celebrate
her little sister’s birthday, toast marshmallows and sleep
on their blow-up mattresses. ‘And guess what, Pete.
You’re coming too.’ ‘Me? But I don’t camp anymore.’
‘Yes you do. You have to. You’re lighting the fire for
the marshmallows.’ I told them that the ground was
too far away for me these days, but that didn’t sell. So
how do I get out of it? How do we get out of anything
without offending someone or without telling porkies?

What about other occasions like noisy 21st birthdays
where you nod your head all night with a smile and
don’t hear a word of conversation over a background
of Kings of Leon or The Killers; the second wedding
of your friend’s fourth child who you met once and
whose name you can never remember – and by the way
the wedding is going to be in the Galapagos Islands;
and what about dinner on the other side of town in
the middle of winter when you’d much prefer to be at
home watching something forgettable on Netflix? Is
it ok to make something up? Is it ok to just say, ‘no
thanks, can’t be bothered’, or are you entitled to missspeak? Is lying ok on those occasions? And, by the way,
if you reckon it is ok, then does that mean that lying is
ok any time or only as long as the consequences aren’t

that great? And if that’s the case, who decides what the
consequences are? So when is lying acceptable – and if
you said ‘yes’ then don’t blame me – it’s you who has
to answer the question.
As for me, well I’d surely go to the 21st party, unless
of course I was suffering from food poisoning. And
what’s more, I’d go the wedding, except for my allergy
to iguanas, and of course I’d travel across town in the
pouring rain to eat lentil salad, goat ragout and Eton
Mess with my old high school buddies if only I didn’t
have to deliver this year’s Boyer Lecture on the same
night, but that’s just me. And as for the camping – well
would you believe I’m scared of the dark. I think a lot
of us are scared of the dark.

Peter Stagg
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Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP for
Ferntree Gully

Environment 19

Permablitz: a new look
The Community of Christ, 22 Napoleon Road Ferntree
Gully, have been working together with local community
members to start up a ‘free for all’ community garden
on the grounds of the church since May 2019. We have
been working alongside Permablitz Melbourne with four
talented designers for our upcoming Permablitz which
will be on Sunday 1 December.
A permablitz is a group of volunteers who come
together to implement a permaculture design on the
host’s property as seen on Gardening Australia (ABC).
We believe our design will benefit both local residents
and the natural environment around us. Our design
includes a children’s garden, fruit trees, raised garden
beds, composting bays and a worm farm.
Registrations for our event surpassed our expectations
and we had to cap the event at 60 volunteers in less than
12 hours. We have felt both encouraged and excited to
see so many local residents willing to volunteer their
time and energy to help us achieve our garden.
As part of the Permablitz, we will be hosting
three workshops on the day including setting up a
worm farm, making a three bay compost bin and a

social permaculture workshop, to help
the church set up regular ongoing
volunteers and to reach out to other
community groups that could possibly
benefit from our garden.
After the Blitz our garden will be
open for the community to use at any
time, for all people, hosting garden and
sustainability workshops and meeting
for working bees every third Sunday of
the month at 11:30am.
Right now we are in the preparation
stage, collecting food waste from
residents using the ShareWaste app and
building healthy soil.

Emma Ghazarian Garden
Coordinator
Charles Davies Pastor of
Ferntree Gully Community of
Christ

Knox Council resolutions
If you think Knox Council meetings are just
‘business as usual’ you would be wrong.

At their October meeting three items alerting to
risks to residents future health and safety were passed
unanimously.
They ask for a Climate Change Response Plan, a
report on its impact on trees in Council’s care and on
possible electromagnetic radiation from proposed 5G
towers.
In all three motions reports are requested by January/
February 2020.
Details are available in Knox Council Minutes of 28
October available on the Council’s website.

Climate change

A statement on Climate Change Response was drawn
up in collaboration with environment groups in Knox,
many of whom attended the meeting. The motion
proposed by Cr Mortimore and seconded by Cr
Lockwood stated:
In recognising that we are in a state of serious climate
and environment change, that Council:
1. Consider climate change and biodiversity protection
as key environmental factors in our triple bottom
line assessments of Council policies, projects and
actions
2. Develop a Climate Response Plan and include its
implementation as part of our next Council plan
and risk assessments

3. Acknowledge the scientific expertise of key
organisations of international standing and base
our decisions on the best available evidence
4. Advocate to other levels of government on climate
change and biodiversity issues through our regional,
state and national alliances
5. Educate and empower the local Knox community
to take action in climate change mitigation and
adaptation.
6. Receive a report from officers no later than January
2020 outlining the potential options available
to Council for preparing a Climate Response
Plan, including the scope, timing and resource
requirements for such a plan.

4. An estimate of the cost to prepare a Municipal Tree
Response plan to address climate induced tree and
canopy decline in all areas of Council responsibility.

And what about 5G?

Council was also asked to produce a report in February
2020 on how the new 5G mobile technology will be
rolled out, how it will be regulated and whether there
is risk from radiation. It should indicate what scientific
research has been done to determine risks to human
health and show the location of mobile phone towers
especially in proximity to schools and houses.

Assessing the tree stock

Other motions passed included: Council to report on
the impact of climate change on Knox’s tree stock,
including
1. Any localised changes in our climate (temperature
and rainfall) over the last 30 years identifiable from
CSIRO and Bureau of Meteorology data.
2. Identification of the risks, threats, and opportunities
(e.g. climate adapted species and provenence) for
our street, park, roadside and bushland tree species
assets from localised changes to our climate.
3. An estimate of the economic value of the tree assets
at risk, based on Council’s tree asset register.
Echidna sighted at Koolunga Reserve
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20 Mountain District Learning Centre
Reconnecting people with education

MS Diamonds Support Group

Mountain District Learning Centre is proud to be
one of the few providers to receive an extension of the
Department of Education and Trainings, Skills First
Reconnect program. The program has been funded with
an additional 15 places to assist people aged 17-64 years
of age, who have not completed year 12 or equivalent,
and who are long term unemployed. This additional
funding reflects the government’s desire to support
as many Victorians as possible who might be looking
to retrain in order to improve their employability
prospects.
MDLC has already successfully completed two
rounds of Reconnect with over 80 per cent of
participants partaking in further education. Many of
these participants have either continued with education
or found employment. MDLC is very proud of these
achievements and the achievements of participants.
Mountain District Learning Centre’s Reconnect
team of Kerri Gravina – Reconnect Coordinator and
Racheal Edwards – Reconnect Case Worker, both work
directly with participants to support their learning and
wellbeing needs to assist reengagement in education
by helping them overcome the barriers they may face.
Each Reconnect participant receives State Government
funding for any course they are interested in, and any
service they might require to maintain their social,
emotional, or mental well-being to improve their

Join Luise in this small friendly support group for those
living with Multiple Sclerosis and other neurological
conditions.
A chef in her previous life, Luise has been living with
Multiple Sclerosis since 2006, and knows the value
of being around people who are living with similar
challenges.
The highly accessible environment of Mountain
District Learning Centre provides the perfect location
for a variety of indoor and outdoor activities.
Weekly activities are focused on general wellbeing
and having fun.

Education for all...
in a small and flexible
learning environment.
MDLC is a registered training
organisation, learn local
centre and neighbourhood
house offering education,
training and a variety of
activities in a supportive
community setting.
Their RTO accredited
courses are offered within
Victoria and are supported
by funding from the
Department of Education
and Training.

reconnection to an education pathway of their choice.
Through Reconnect, MDLC builds the resilience
and capability of participants to set them on the path
of success.
MDLC while being a Registered Training Organisation
also offers cost effective general interest programs and
learn local courses. These include languages (French,
German, Italian and Mandarin), art/craft activities,
health and exercise, adult literacy, computer skills,
bookkeeping and Saturday smartphone workshops plus
events and social activities. In addition, MDLC’s RTO
offers industry training in White Card (prepare to work
safely in the construction industry) and Responsible
Serving of Alcohol (RSA).
For more information, you are welcome to contact
MDLC on (03) 9758 7859 or email kerrig@mdlc.
com.au
The Skills First Reconnect Program is an initiative of
the Victorian Government

All welcome.
Thursdays 9.30am -11.30am
(during school terms)
$7.50 per session or please call the office for NDIS
quote.
Mountain District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue Ferntree Gully, 9758 7859

Do you have a few
hours spare to
volunteer?
Be the Ripple is a new program
supporting people with life limiting
illness. Through our volunteer program
we aim to provide support to help
someone remain in their home.
We are recruiting people for different
roles based on the needs of the
individual, the people caring for them,
and the interests and availability of the
volunteer. These could include

•
•
•
•
•
•

Visiting and companionship
Carer respite
Gardening
Helping with pets
Driving
Accompanying to outings
and activities

If you are interested in volunteering or
would like more information on the
project please contact
Leonie on 0417 361 411 or
email leonie@chaosnetwork.org.au
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Mountain District Learning Centre
Cottage students
discover the Greats
Nicolaus Copernicus

Born on 19 February, 1473, in Torun, Poland, Mikolaj
Kopernik (Nicolaus Copernicus) travelled to Italy at the
age of 18 to attend college, where he was supposed to
study the laws and regulations of the Catholic Church
and return home to become a canon. However, he spent
most of his time studying mathematics and astronomy.
Due to his uncle’s influence, Nicolaus Copernicus did
become a canon in Warmia, but he asked to return
to Italy to study medicine and to complete his law
doctorate.
Nicolaus Copernicus had five major achievements. He
discovered that the sun is in the centre of the universe,
objects move around us by virtue, celestial spheres, the
seven assumptions or hypotheses and the general theory
of money.
Nicolaus Copernicus was significant because of his
astronomical breakthrough proving that the planets
orbited around the Sun and the Moon orbits around
Earth. In my opinion Nicolaus Copernicus was very
smart in his professions and managed to impact the
world with something he discovered.

Christopher Columbus

Born on 31 October 1451 and born in the republic of
Genoa, in what is today Northwest Italy. Columbus
learnt how to sail at a young age and then worked as a
business agent. He was not a scholar but an enthusiastic
self-educated man that read extensively on astronomy
science and navigation. He was also fluent in Latin,
Portuguese and Spanish.
His achievements were independently discovering
the North America continent, and discovering viable
sailing routes to Americas. He led the first European
expeditions to the south and north of America. His
settlement in Hispaniola provided Spain’s strategic
advantage for expansion in the new world and he served
as governor in Hispaniola.
Christopher Columbus’ significance was great as he
discovered places including the Bahamas and he also
served as governor in Hispaniola. In my opinion I didn’t
like Christopher Columbus because he enslaved and
exploited Native Americans.

Elisha Drummond The Cottage Program
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Learning is fun and rewarding
My own personal
experience as a student in
an Adult Education setting

I have been a student at Mountain District Learning
Centre since the start of the year. I am studying towards
Certificate I in General Education for Adults. Last year
l was still at the mainstream school which was different
from the Adult Education Sector. The differences
include the ways studies are delivered, the venues/
buildings, how the trainer and students communicate,
student support, how studies are delivered and other
users of the learning space.
At MDLC we use the main building, studio, cottage
and church for our studies.The mainstream secondary
school has a lot more buildings such as a library,
performing art studio and gym. Communication
between the teacher and student is the same in both
settings.We communicate face to face, by email, text
message, phone calls and letters.
Both schools offer student support. At Mountain
District Learning Centre we have tutors, program
coordinators and the youth worker. On the other hand,
the mainstream school provide program coordinators,
teachers, a wellbeing coordinator and principal.
A difference is in the way the way we learn. At
Mountain District Learning Centre we study at
our own pace when doing the work and sometimes
everyone is doing a different task. Studies are delivered
differently at MDLC. The tutor gives us a new task
once we have completed the previous task. In the
mainstream secondary school the teacher explains to
the whole class what work they have to do. All the
students in the class have to finish the work by the due
date. Everyone in the class works at the same speed.
Learning space at Mountain District Centre is used
by the Ferntree Gully News journalists, other students
and church people. At the mainstream secondary school
the learning space is used by students, teachers and
people who work there.
To sum up, there are differences between the
mainstream secondary school and the Adult Education
Sector. Both places educate young people in their own,
unique way.

Zoe Todd

Nick Wakeling MP awarding gift voucher to Faith
Ng, Waverley Christian College as part of Premier’s
Reading Challenge.

Throughout the course of the school year primary
school students from across the state participate in
the Premier’s Reading Challenge. This initiative is a
wonderful way for students to test their abilities and
improve their reading skills. For others, it is also an
opportunity to experience the joy of reading. Many
students do exceptionally well, some reading hundreds
of books.
Each year I award a certificate and voucher to one
student from each participating local primary school
in recognition of their fantastic reading efforts and for
taking part in the Premier’s Reading Challenge.
In addition to reading, many students strive to do
their best in all aspects of their school life and are
helpful towards other students and staff. Each year local
schools around Knox select a student who has shown
great endeavour throughout their years, not just during
their graduating year. These students are presented with
an Endeavour Award and are congratulated for being a
great representative of their school.
This is also the time of the year when many students
are getting ready for their graduation ceremonies. I wish
all students graduating, or getting ready to continue
their learning next year, all the best in their future
endeavours and I hope that they see that learning can
be fun and rewarding.

Nick Wakeling

Like Us On Facebook
Tinkers Repair Centre
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Sponsored by
Mountain Gate
Opportunity Shop

The Toy Shop at Mountain Gate
– where the best toys come from
because they are not just toys to us.
Anne Carr has been in business for twenty-eight years.
For the last six years she has enjoyed meeting the needs
of the local community through her thriving business of
Toy World at Mountain Gate in Ferntree Gully Road.
With a great range of toys to suit all age groups from
babies through to adults, Anne has plenty of scope to
have fun making children happy and helping Santa
choose toys.

The most popular toys at the moment for girls include
Lego and games, LOLs, Kindi Kids and with the new
Frozen movie out soon, everything Frozen is readily
available.
Boys are enjoying Beyblades, Pawpatrol, Hotwheels

and all manner of radio cars.
How about a play at Mountain Gate.
Who wouldn’t enjoy a little play on a mushroom,
pumpkin or watermelon.

Julienne Rutherford

A new era for Knoxbrooke
A new era will open for Knoxbrooke following the
sale in October of their four acre site at 977 Burwood
Highway Ferntree Gully for $6.4m to a private school.
The sale follows a wonderful 50 years for Knoxbrooke
as a day service site for adults with a disability. With the
emergence of the NDIS transforming the way in which
people with disabilities access support, Knoxbrooke
has now been able to respond directly to the needs and
wishes of clients and their families by introducing a new
‘Basecamp’ model of service.
Knoxbrooke’s new Basecamps are located at Wally
Tew Reserve, Lyndale Court Ferntree Gully, Bill
Wilkins Lodge, Rosewarne Lane Ringwood and Eildon
Park, Tyers Crescent Rowville in partnership with the
local sporting clubs who manage the facilities.
Each Basecamp is closer to home and managed by a
small professional team who are responsible for all day
to day operations and activities including one–to-one
support after hours.
Basecamps provide participants with greater choice,
opportunity and true community inclusion.
Knoxbrooke also offers ‘365 Services’ that is oneto-one in-home or community support every day of
the year, and Extras, offering small group weekend
recreation and leisure activities and independent living
skills.
Knoxbrooke’s Head Office will move to Ringwood in
December 2019, with the Burwood Highway property
being handed over to the private school in June 2020.
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Knoxbrooke continues to provide quality services
for people with a disability and has recently expanded
to regional Victoria with the addition of the Warragulbased disability service Mawarra.
For more information, go to www.knoxbrooke.com.
au www.facebook/knoxbrooke

Thinking of volunteering?
Here’s an opportunity!
The friendly Mountain Gate Op Shop
would welcome volunteers to sort goods
and serve the stream of customers who
come looking for things to fill a need, for
treasures, or just for a chat. The proceeds
of the shop go to support local charities.
Call into 54 Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre.
New opening hours
Monday to Friday 9:30-4.00.
Saturdays and Sundays closed
Christmas hours
Closed from 25 December.
Reopening 2 January
Phone: 9758 8154

Point of View

‘Trust me’
Artist Hsin Lin’s paintings have a message. This one
says:
‘I trust you with my whole heart and you trust me. I
love you with my whole heart and you love me.’
Hsin Lin explains, ‘The painting was inspired by
the most adorable cat Cadbury that I adopted from
the RSPCA years ago. In this painting Cadbury is
showing her tummy to let you know she trusts you
with her whole heart.’
Mountain Gate Op Shop supports Cat Rescue in Knox

Sponsored by
Ferntree Gully
Rotary

Schools Page
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St Joseph’s College values the importance of music
Music reflections
Music is an important part of the lives of our students.
We have asked five boys to reflect on the statement ‘what
does music mean to me?’
To me, music is my greatest friend. It’s there through all
the ups and downs. It’s my escape when I need to get away
and most importantly, it connects me with other amazing,
talented people who share the same love for music as I do.
Benito Seguin, Year 11 O’Mara
Music to me is a way to express myself. It helps inspire me
to be the best I can be in whatever I am doing. I enjoy
listening to a diverse range of music. I am fascinated by
the similarities of sounds created through the generations,
and by different genres.
Sebastian Van Trojen, Year 8 O’Mara
I am in Year 10 and studying Year 11 Music as an
accelerated study. Music gives you relief and allows you to
reduce the stress of everyday life. Music is a powerful therapy
that can allow you to calm down, relax and go into your
own space, your own world.
Sev Dixon, Year 10 O’Sullivan
Music to me is something that encapsulates a period or
feeling within life. It is cathartic. Not many people have an
outlet like this; I’m grateful to have found mine so early on.
Noah Kondis, Year 11 Chambers
Music to me is an escape from the real world where I can just
enjoy myself. It allows me to tell a story in a creative way.
Josh Hardman, Year 10 O’Sullivan
Music is a vibrant part of the soul and framework
of St Joseph’s and is a natural occurrence in our
College liturgies, masses, events and celebrations.
We are a family of musicians, in every sense of the
word, creating a sense of community and a sense of
belonging. Our music department is vibrant, unique
and individualistic, allowing our boys to be challenged
to truly be themselves. Everyday, we aim for a culture
that evokes, suggests and implies opportunities through

music. We value the importance
of musical intelligence and the
incredible and lifelong effects
that creativity and freedom in
music has on the lives of young
people. We value the importance
of community involvement and
pride ourselves on building
relationships with our local
groups and organisations. If
you are organising a local event,
please make contact with us as we
would be very interested in being
involved and supporting you.
On a weekly basis, over 300
students are enthusiastically
engaged in our music programme.

Our weekly bands
and ensembles:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Our unique Year 7 and 8
Instrumental Program
Stage Band, Choir
Junior Concert Band
Rock Band
Chamber Ensemble
Jazz Ensemble
The Barbershop Quartet
The College Drumline

Two highlights for 2019:

On top of this, we offer private lessons for over fifteen
different instruments.
Our vibrant and diverse program is focused on
the current capabilities of our students; reflecting
their interests, their strengths and providing real life
opportunities that challenge, engage and inspire. Students
have the opportunity to be involved formally in the
activities or they may head down to the ‘Music House’ at
lunchtime and ‘jam’ on the instruments with their mates.
Our College song is now part of the culture of the College
and a rousing rendition can be heard at the end of each
College assembly.

Our annual College Soiree took place for the first
time at the beautiful Burrinja Theatre in Upwey. Over
many years, we have built a strong relationship with
this community cultural centre. The Soiree was an
incredible evening showcasing the talents of our music
department and allowing the students to experience
performing on a stage.
In May this year, the music department competed in
the Australian wide jazz competition titled ‘Generations
In Jazz’ which took place in Mount Gambier. The
College competed in the stage band and vocal sections.
This was an unbelievable opportunity for our students.
The boys saw first hand the exceptional calibre of talent
that is present in our schools and had the opportunity
to see professional jazz musicians grace the stage.
We are a home that welcomes, a parish that evangelises,
a school that prepares for life and a playground where
friends meet and enjoy themselves. Once again, we are
a College that values the importance of community
involvement. Please contact us if you have any questions
about music at St Joseph’s College.

Miss Bronwyn Dean
Music Leader at St Joseph’s College

Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully
Chartered in 1963

We have lots of experience in serving
the community with enthusiasm
Enquiries: Allan Tierney 0418 366 543
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Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sean and Rachel Attard
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
www.stthomas.com.au
Tel.9758 0217
Email: sthomasuftg@bigpond.com
Vicar: Anne Kennedy
Sunday Services
8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Thoms Place Community Meal
10.00am-2.00pm Friday (not in January)
all are welcome for a cuppa and chat
with lunch served at 12 noon
RAFT Anglican Church
(Rowville and Ferntree Gully Together)
131 Taylors Lane, Rowville
www.raftchurch.org.au
Tel: 9764 2573
Email: admin@raftchurch.org.au
Sunday services
8:30am Traditional
10:30am Family (includes kids & teen churches)
5:00pm Contemporary
Senior Pastor: Hilton Jordan
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church
CityWide Community Church
8/1154 Burwood Hwy, Upper Ferntree Gully
church@citywidecc.com.au
Tel. 0458 381 621
Service time: Sunday 10:00 am
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Faith speed dating
If this sounds a bit odd, let me tell you about it.
Our congregation is a member of the Knox Interfaith
Network (KIN), and on Wednesday 23 October, KIN
ran an event called ‘Faith Speed Dating’ at St. Joseph’s
College in Ferntree Gully for year 10-12 students.
Speakers from four of the faiths represented in the
City of Knox – Hindu, Sikh, Muslim and Christian
gathered to practise dating face to face but with a
twist! The Christian representative on this occasion
was Rev Ann Scull, minister at the Boronia Road
Uniting Church which is very closely associated with
our congregation.
The faith representatives each sit at a table, at which
six to ten students gather around. The representative
gives an overview of their faith, and then it is open to
the students to ask whatever questions they would like.
After 15 minutes, a bell is rung, and the students move
to a different table with a different faith representative,
and so on. The morning was finished off in a very
student-friendly way … pizzas!
It is an excellent way to listen, to learn, to
question, and hopefully, to break down barriers and
misunderstandings.
A great day was had by all. Thanks to St. Joseph’s for
hosting, and thanks to the students and teachers from
Mater Christi and Avila Colleges who took part, and
thanks to those who represented their faith. We hope
this is the first of many of these student events.
Our Ferntree Gully Uniting Church congregation
was pleased to be asked if they could help out with
some work experience jobs for some of the students
at Mountain District Learning Centre, which is just
across the road from our church, and with whom we
have a very close relationship.
So, when you next walk past our church, you will
see that our garden has now been weeded, some much
needed painting has been done, and thanks to these
hard-working students a number of other tasks have
been completed. Not only do we thank them for
participating in this practical experience, we do hope
they learned some skills from it, and we wish them well
for their future studies and careers.

Pat Rivett

Enjoying a Scrooge-free
Christmas
I think Charles Dickens’ 1843 short novel A Christmas
Carol is a masterpiece. Clearly I’m not the only person
to think so because it has had numerous radio, stage,
television, and film adaptations. Scrooge’s name has
become synonymous with stinginess or miserliness. And
Scrooge’s ‘Bah! Humbug!’ expression is still used today
to express disgust. There’s apparently even a species of
snail from Fiji named the Ba Humbugi!
As you may well know, the main character, Ebenezer
Scrooge, begins the story as a very wealthy man who
is totally uninterested in sharing his riches with the
desperately poor.
Scrooge is confronted by the ghost of his deceased
former business partner, Jacob Marley, followed by three
unnerving figures: the ghost of Christmas Past, the
ghost of Christmas Present, and the ghost of Christmas
Yet To Come. Jacob Marley warns him that he will be
doomed to walk the earth forever as a ghost bound by
his greed if he does not change his ways.
Each of the three Christmas ghosts show Scrooge
the reality that he has been blind to in his life and
the consequences of his tight-fisted living on him
and others. By the end of the story, and as a result of
these four quite frightening confrontations, Scrooge
is brought to his senses and is a changed man, gladly
extending generosity to those less fortunate than
himself.
In the story Scrooge is told that he must be generous if
he is going to escape the eternal doom of his old business
partner. That is often what people think Christianity
is all about. But it couldn’t be further from the truth.
We don’t have to try to be good enough like Ebenezer
Scrooge to be accepted by God because the truth is we
will never be good enough.
Instead, the meaning of the birth of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, which is what we celebrate at Christmas, is
that God gave us the gift of his son, Jesus, so that we
don’t have to struggle to be good enough for God.
Rather God offers us the free gift of forgiveness
through his son who died and rose from the dead at
Easter for our forgiveness!
May your Christmas be a Scrooge-free gift-filled
Christmas!
I wish you a Merry Christmas celebration with your
family and friends. I pray that you will also experience
God’s blessing in your life in the new year. In addition,
may I invite you to one of our RAFT Christmas services
to hear more about the good news of the original
Christmas story.

Hilton Jordan
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Christmas Services
The RAFT Anglican Church

Christmas Services you can choose from are:
Sunday 22 December - 6:00pm Christmas Carols Service
Tuesday 24 December - 6:00pm Christmas Eve Family Service
Tuesday 24 December - 11:00pm Christmas Eve Traditional
Service
Wednesday 25 December - 9:30am Christmas Day Service

St John the Baptist RC Parish Ferntree
Gully

Christmas Eve Masses
Tuesday 24 December
7:00pm Carols followed by 7:30 pm Family Mass
9:30pm Carols followed by 10:00 pm Mass of Christmas
Night
Christmas Day Masses
Wednesday 25 December
9:00 am Mass; 11:00 am Mass
Mass for the New Year
Wednesday 1 January 2020
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God
11:00am Mass

The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road 3156
Tel 9752 2682
Christmas Day 9:30am
Sean and Rachel Attard

St Thomas Anglican Church

12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
www.stthomas.com.au
Tel 9758 0217
Vicar: Anne Kennedy
Christmas Eve 4pm Children’s service: Come dressed as your
favourite nativity character
Christmas Eve 11:00pm Midnight Mass
Christmas Day 10:00am Christmas Day service
Please note all services will then be held at 10:00am Sunday
until February

Foothills Community Care
Christmas Lunch (Free)
The Annual Christmas Lunch will be served on 25
December, from 12noon at the St John the Baptist’s
Parish Hall. Bookings essential. Email contact@
foothillscare.org.au Phone 8711 8677

Christmas gift tree at Bendigo Bank
for Foothills Community Care.

Happy Diwali 2019
I recently had the pleasure of attending the Knox Diwali
Festival at the Shree Swaminarayan Temple Melbourne.
Diwali is one of the most important occasions for
Hindu people here, and throughout the world. It
represents the great joy and optimism in the Hindu
community, and the importance of celebrating the
bonds shared with family and friends.
I thank the leaders and members of the Knox Hindu
community for hosting the festival, which is becoming
bigger and better each year.
Hindu Victorians passionately nurture cultural
traditions, and have been generous in sharing their
rich heritage and faith with the broader Victorian
community. Our thriving and active Indian community
has always been an enthusiastic part of Victoria’s
multicultural landscape, and it continues to make an
outstanding contribution to our society, across many
fields of endeavour.
I encourage all religious and cultural groups to share
their traditions with the wider community.
For anyone who wants to find out more about Diwali
or the Shree Swaminarayan Temple, visit https://
swaminarayan.melbourne

Nick Wakeling MP
State Member for Ferntree Gully
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‘And in the end, it’s not
the years in your life
that count. It’s the life in
your years.’ Abraham
Lincoln.
As another year draws to
an end I like to reflect on
the year that was, and plan
for the year ahead. This past year has
certainly been the year of travel for me,
I have embarked on many adventures
and have made lots of memories. I’m not
sure what the New Year will bring, but
I’m excited to find out. Wishing you all
a very Merry Christmas and a safe and
Happy New Year.

Diana Roggenbucke
EACH – 1300 003 224

Sensory Processing Talk
For parents of children who have difficulty paying
attention and staying calm when they are overloaded
by sensory information. Learn strategies that could help
your child return to their ‘calm and ready to learn’ state.
Where: Francis Cres, Ferntree Gully site – 72 Francis
Cres, Ferntree Gully
When: Friday 6 December 2019
Time: 1:30pm - 2:30pm

The Wellness Hub

This is a healthy lifestyle group program run by our
nurses, exercise physiologist and dietitians incorporating
education sessions alongside gentle tailored safe
exercising. We will talk all things health to support you
to manage current health conditions as well as prevent
health conditions.
Where: 1063 Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully– Shire
Hall
When: Please call 9757 6260 to express interest
Cost: $9 per session

GLA:D

GLA:D Australia is a 6 week physiotherapist led
education and exercise program developed by researchers
in Denmark for people with hip or knee osteoarthritis
symptoms. By strengthening and correcting daily
movement patterns, participants will train their bodies
to move properly, prevent symptom progression and
reduce pain.
Where: 1063 Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully –
Courthouse site
When: Tuesdays 1:30pm – 2:30pm and Fridays
10:30am – 11:30am
Cost: $9 per session.
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Access and Support Program

The Access and Support Program provides short term,
individual support for people who need assistance to
access Home and Community Care (HACC) services
so that can stay at home. The HACC program helps
people to stay living at home and to be connected to
their community. It also supports carers and families.
It offers services such as:
• Personal care assistance with showering and
dressing.
• Domestic assistance (home care) such as cleaning,
shopping, washing.
• Delivered meals (Meals on Wheels)
• Social activities and groups
• Property maintenance such as cleaning gutters.
• Allied health services such as physiotherapy,
occupational therapy and podiatry.

Historical mystery bus tour Knox

As part of Knox Over 55s Zest4Life. This is an
opportunity to explore Knox by bus and discover some
history about your local area. The Historical Mystery
bus tour will be stopping for morning tea and lunch
at your own expense. Tour is free – but it is suggested
that you bring between $25-$35 to cover your morning
tea and lunch.
Where: Meet in foyer of Knox Civic Centre, 511
Burwood Hwy, Wantirna South
When: Friday 29 November 2019
Time: 8:30am – 2pm
For more information contact Linda on 9298 8828 or
email linda.keenahan@knox.vic.gov.au

Gigantic book and small bric a brac sale

Where: Ferntree Gully Senior Citizens Club, 160
Underwood Road Ferntree Gully
When: Saturday 30 November 2019
Time: 9:00am – 3:00pm

Christmas cheer – morning tea and carol
singing

Begin the festive season by enjoying a special morning
tea and sharing in a time of heartily singing favourite
Christmas carols - both old and new. This is a free
event, but donations are always appreciated to cover
costs. RSVP by Wednesday 2 December.
Where: Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 646 Burwood
Hwy, Knoxfield
When: Wednesday 4 December 2019
Time: 10am – 2pm
For more information and to RSVP contact Judy on
0409 097 294 or email judyB@RingwodKnoxParish.
org.au

Carols by Candlelight

Knox Carols by Candlelight is a free community
event to enjoy the spirit of Christmas and celebrate
community life at its best.
Where: Wally Tew Reserve, Brenock Park Drive,
Ferntree Gully

When: Saturday 7 December 2019
Time: 4pm – 10pm
For more information visit https://www.knox.vic.gov.
au/carols

Family Christmas night at Ferntree Gully
Library

Join the Ferntree Gully staff for our annual family
Christmas celebration and storytime. Come along for
a special evening of stories, songs and fun. Sing carols
with the children of the St John the Baptist School choir
and meet a special visitor from the North Pole. Fun for
all the family. All ages welcome. Bookings preferred.
Where: Ferntree Gully Library, 1010 Burwood Hwy,
Ferntree Gully 3156
When: Tuesday 10 December 2019
Time: 6:30pm – 7:30pm
For more information phone 9800 6455 or book online
https://events.yourlibrary.com.au/event?id=15140

atWork – Disability Employment Services

atWork are an employment services provider supporting
thousands of Australians fulfil their job goals. They
are a practical, friendly and free service that offers job
coaching, advocacy and partnership as they help you
find the right job for you.
For more information check out their website www.
atworkaustralia.com.au/register, phone 1300 080 856
or email contactDES@atworkaustralia.com.au

Bayswater Makers Market

The Bayswater Makers Market provides customers with
an opportunity to meet the artists and order custommade clothing and gifts to their specifications. There is
a wide range of goods for sale, including glass foiling,
jewellery, baby clothes, terrariums, mosaics, woodwork
and much more. A selection of cakes and slices are also
available from speciality stallholders.
Where: Bayswater Senior Citizens Centre, 790
Mountain Hwy, Bayswater
When: Saturday 23 November 2019
Time: 10am – 2:00pm
For more information contact Carol on 9836 9475 or
carol-moore@bigpond.com

Tastes of Festive Food

Come along to this fun and relaxed cooking workshop
where you will enjoy delicious finger food prepared by
a qualified chef. Take home recipes along with tips and
tricks on easy entertaining this festive season. Morning
tea provided. RSVP by Tuesday 26 November.
Where: Orana Neighbourhood House, 62 Coleman
Road, Wantirna South
When: Tuesday 3 December 2019
Time: 10:30am – 1:00pm
Cost: $10
For more information contact Lisa on 9801 1895 or
email onh@netspace.net.au
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Playtime

Kids Helpline – 1800 55 1800

Kids Helpline is Australia’s only free, private and
confidential 24/7 phone and online counselling service
for young people aged 5 to 25.
The two main values that underpin Kids Helpline
practice are empowerment and child centred practices.
For more information go to www.kidshelpline.com.au

Upwey Country Music Club

Walk Up – Open Mic concert. Artists perform songs in
the Country, Bluegrass and Folk genres. All welcome.
New singers, musicians, and bands are always welcome.
The club runs regular concerts on the first Sunday of
each month.
Where: Guides Hall, Underwood Road, Ferntree Gully
When: Sunday 1 December
Time: 12:15 – 5pm
Cost: Entrance fee $7 ($5 for members)
For more information phone Graham 03 5964 8298

LGBTI Out & About community visiting
service

Being connected with community is good for our
health, wellbeing and pride. We all deserve the chance
to have meaningful connections with others who
understand and respect our experiences and identity.
However, research shows many LGBTI people are not
connected with their communities and often experience
social isolation and loneliness as a result.
Out & About is a free community visiting service
linking lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and/or
intersex (LGBTI) older people across Victoria. Our
friendly trained volunteers offer friendship and social
connection to reduce isolation and loneliness for LGBTI
people.
Anyone can refer themselves or another person to our
service. You don’t have to be open about your sexuality,
gender identity and/or intersex status to use our service.
Just contact the Out & About Coordinator on 0466 218
921 or email outandabout@switch.org.au
from Bright Ideas Newsletter October

Your community contacts
Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com

Knox Baseball Club Gilbert Park David Rice 0419 330 323
FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt www.knoxbaseball.com.au
Knox Community Gardens Society Inc. Mobile 0490 970
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
722 knoxcommunitygardens@gmail.com
Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316
playing at Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Anne McPherson 9801 2771, fourth
Mondays, Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association 9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677

Knox District Woodworkers Club Lynette Hartley 9758
9605

Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup frplaygroup@gmail.com .
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457 460 313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed
thegullymensshed@gmail.com
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm

Rotary Club of FTG Secretary Graeme Aspinall gas95992@
bigpond.net.au Thursdays 6.45pm
Rowville Seniors Sports 9763 7400
St John’s Tecoma Cricket Club. Talaskia Reserve. Mark
0404 029 418 stjohnstecomacc.com
U3A Knox 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club, Kings Park. Kim
Winters 0409 559 800. www.uftgcc.com.au
Upwey Country Music Graham 03 5964 8298

Knox Environment Society www.kes.org.au
Knox Exercise & Social Group.
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays 1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary: 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library 10am-12pm Fridays and Saturdays
0424 265 790
Life Activities Club Knox Carol 9727 2726
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garvey 0400 823 441,
1st and 3rd Wednesday
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-11.30am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday,
Carrington Park

listing all activities for the first quarter of 2020, will be
available, so for more information, and/or a copy of our
current newsletter, feel free to ring Carol 9727 2726.
Merry Christmas to all of our community and we wish
you good health, happiness, love and safety in 2020.

Life Activities Club Knox

Bendigo
EasySaver.
Big on Interest.
Big on features.

With a big 1.25% interest rate, free e-banking
transactions, two free branch withdrawals per month and
at call convenience, Bendigo EasySaver is the perfect
account to help you reach your savings goals sooner.
Drop into your nearest branch at Fern Tree Gully 9756 0332, Rowville - 9755 8611 or Caribbean Park 9753 2816 and start your big savings now with as
little as one dollar.

en in branc
Op

Start
saving
today

h

First, a special thanks to our dedicated conveners.
Much time is spent researching interesting walks (some
locations have no toilet!), various outings, organising
transport, writing reports etc. It’s been a great year; as
well as welcoming many new members, it was time to
vote in a new president. Thank you Margaret, Madame
President.
So what’s coming up? Men’s Coffee and Chat will be at
Mish Mash on 10 December. Some will be sampling
afternoon tea at the historic Stamford Park. Wandin
North is the destination for the visit to Warratina
Lavender Farm -- tasting lavender ice-cream, yum!
The walkers will continue, as will most activities,
throughout the holiday break. I’m pretty certain that
by the time that you are reading this, our newsletter

or

o n li n e

Fern Tree Gully and Rowville Community Bank® branches and Caribbean Park branch
Rate subject to change. Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply. You should consider whether this product is appropriate for you.
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. S50305-11 (483842_v1) (17/05/2019)

bendigobank.com.au

Ferntree Gully News December 2019

Ferntree Gully Village
FOREST ROAD

ST

RE
E

T

VE
EA

REET

ST
STATION

STATION STREET

TH

Accountants
Antiques, Gifts,
Appliances

A L P I NE

AD
OOD RO
UNDERW

FOREST ROAD

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

E
NU

Arts and Crafts
ATMs
Automotive Services
A B C D E F Bakeries
G H I J K L M N O P
Julian Wood Bookseller ............... O5 Beyond Bella Hair & Beauty ......... P2
Accountants
Banking
1/69 Station Street 9752 2588
52 Forest Road 9778 3414
Cafés
Books ‘n BAS Services
..................M5
Capelli Hair Studio ....................... J7
Antiques,
Gifts,
Butcher
75 Station Street 0412
085 023
11/101 Station Street 9758 8554
Books,
Records,
Gusner & Associates .................... K5 Marty’s Meat Supply .................... I6 Kypri & Co Unisex Hair Design ....... I4
Appliances
81 Station Street 9758 5888
Newsagency
Stationery
13/101 Station Street 9758 1069
5/1 Alpine Street 9758 8555
Accountants
Nature’s Beauty Secrets ................ J7
Antiques,
Gifts, Appliances
Arts
and Crafts
Cafés
6/101 Station Street
9758 9122
Clothing
Services
Cignall ........................................
J6 Around The Bend .........................E7 Rave Hair & Beauty ...................... J7
Antiques,
Gifts,
Books,
Records,
News
ATMs
Books,
Records,
2/101 Station Street 9753 6776
121 Station Street
0434 959 255
1/101 Station
Street 9758 8076
Cake
Decoration
Appliances
FTG
Gifts
&
Accessories
Smoke
.......
I3
Newsagency
Stationery
Accountants
Two
Baristas
...............................
K7
Cafés
The Avenue Hairdressing .............M6
Automotive
3/1 Alpine Street 0402 Services
335 962
7/101 Station Street 9753 5058
1 The Avenue 9758 Services
3113
Computer
Salte
...........................................
J3
Antiques,
Gifts,
Arts
and
Crafts
Books,
Records,
Bakeries
Va Hair Do ................................... J3
Clothing
Services
9 Alpine Street 9756
0306
5 Alpine Street 9758 9933
Florist
Accountants
Appliances
Stationery
Joe’s Picture Framing Gallery ....... K2 Newsagency
Rapture
.....................................
H3
ATMs
Banking
Cake
50 Forest Road 9758 0001
1/41 ForestDecoration
Road 9758 4966
Health and Fitness
Antiques,
Gifts,
The
Hut
Gallery
...........................
D3
Arts
and Crafts
Clothing
Services
Automotive
Services
Butcher
157 Underwood Road 9758
8955
Computer Services
Appliances
Coaching
Zone
............................ H5
Accountants
Hair
and
Beauty
FerntreeDecoration
Gully Dry Cleaning ......... O5 94-98 Station Street 0405 662 799
ATMs
Cake
Bakeries
Florist
at Ferntree Gully Newsagency
Cafés
Antiques,
Gifts,
Sequence Hynopsis ......................E7
Arts
and
Crafts
67
Station
Street
........................
O5
2/69 Station Street 9758 1343
125 Station Street 0401 909 941
Automotive
Services
Computer
Services
Banking
and
Fitness
Appliances
3/107 Station Street..................... I6 Health
Empire Wash
...............................E7
Accountants
Books,
Records,
Ferntree Gully Foot Clinic.............. J4
ATMs
129 Station Street
47 Forest Road, at Apollo Fuel ...... G3 Florist
1/1 Alpine Street 9753 6222
Bakeries
Butcher
Hair
and
Beauty
Newsagency
Stationery
Internet
Laundrette
.....................
J3
Antiques,
Gifts,
Arts
and Crafts
Forest Road Chiropractic.............. K2
Automotive
Services
7 Alpine Street 04193 67267
Banking
Health
and
Fitness
Appliances
Mark’s Quality
Shoe Repairs.........M5 48 Forest Road 9758 8522
Apollo Fuel ................................. G3 Cafés
Clothing
Services
ATMs
73 Station Street 9758 4269
Bakeries
Gully Physiotherapy Clinic ............ J4
47 Forest Road 9758 0333
Butcher
Hair
and
Beauty
FrockUp Dancewear .....................F7 2/1 Alpine Street 9758 9111
Rohdeand
SmashCrafts
Repairs
.................. H3 Books,
Cake
Decoration
Arts
Records,
Automotive
Services
117 Station
Street
9758 2242
Banking
Mountain View Denture Clinic.......E7
41 Forest Road 9758 2081
123 Station Street 0447 648 484
Newsagency Stationery
Computer
Services
ATMs
Bakeries
Butcher
Serene Body Therapy ...................E8
127 Station Street 0412 058 0798
Cartridge
World
..........................
G7
Alpine Street Bakery
................... K3 Clothing
Florist
Services
Automotive
Services
Banking
109
Station
Street
9758
1299
12 Alpine Street
Station 75B Massage Shop...........M5
IT WIFI ....................................... G7 75B Station Street 0412 588 165/9758 3860
Ferngully
Bakery
........................
H5
Health
and1300Fitness
Cake
Decoration
Bakeries
109 Station
Street
489 434
Butcher
100 Station Street
Sunflower Massage .....................M5
PC & Laptop ................................ K3 83 Station Street 0416 646 797
Computer
Services
Hair
and
Beauty
16 Alpine Street 9758 5766
Banking
Next Level Fitness ........................F3
1-3/170 Underwood Road 9753 5781
Bendigo
Bank
.............................
O5
Florist
Butcher
Antiques,
67 Station Street Gifts,
9756 0332Appliances
Balance .............................. K3
Cherry Gay Florist ........................ I3 Yoga
14 Alpine Street 9762 6069
Health
and
Fitness
Books, Records, News
35-37 Forest Road 9758 3721 / 9758 2619
Lawn Mowers
Captain Stomp New Vinyl Records ....L2 Hair and Beauty
EET

A STR

WYUN

46 Forest Road 9752 3740

Ferntree Gully News .................... O5
2/69 Station Street 9758 1343

Andrey Continental Gents Hairstylist...J7
3/101 Station Street 9758 6551

Pick Me Up Mowers ......................L2
Veterinarian
44 Forest Road 9752 3380

Veterinarian
Other Services
Lawn
Mowers
Opp Shops
Angliss Hospital
Opp Shop ........... K6
Lawn
Mowers
Veterinarian
Pharmacy
4/101 Station Street
Hills Church
Opp Shop ................. K3
Lawn
Mowers
Other
Services
Veterinarian
Post
18 AlpineOffice
Street 9758 1201
VinniesShops
.......................................M2
Opp
Other
Services
Restaurants
Veterinarian
32 Forest Road
9758 8501
Pharmacy
Opp
Shops
Other
Services
Supermarkets
Ferntree
Gully Pharmacy .............. J6
Post
Office
Pharmacy
Opp
Takeaway
Food
85 StationShops
Street 9758
2020
Restaurants
Post
Office
Pharmacy
FTG Licensed
Post Office .............. O5
Lawn
Mowers
Supermarkets
Restaurants
Post
Office
65-67 Station
Street 9758 7822
Veterinarian
Takeaway Food
Supermarkets
Restaurants
Ferntree Services
Thai ..............................
H6
Other
Takeaway
Food
Supermarkets
2/107
Station
Street
9758
6464/043323147
Lawn Mowers
Flame Shops
Trees Burger Bar ................L2
Opp
Takeaway
Food
36-40 Forest Road 9758
4829
Veterinarian
Loi Eng Restaurant.......................E7
Pharmacy
113 Station Street 9758 1818
Other
Services
Paddy’sOffice
Tavern ............................M2
Post
34 Forest Road 9752 3081
Opp
Shops
Mumbai
Grill ...............................L2
Restaurants
42 Forest Road 9752 3443
Pharmacy
Supermarkets
Post
Office
Ferntree
Gully IGA ....................... H6
Takeaway
Food
Food and liquor
Restaurants
3/107 Station Street 9752 3999
Foodworks & Liquor ..................... J3
Supermarkets
10-12 Alpine Street 9758 7100
Takeaway Food
Chook Station ..............................F7
2/115 Station Street 9753 6266

Gully Fish Shop ............................ I5
92 Station Street 9758 3972

Fat Chef’s Pizzeria ........................ J7
10/101 Station Street 9752 3237

Fish & Chips on Station Street .....M5
71 Station Street 9758 1618

Forest Pizza
Pasta ......................M2
Lawn
Mowers
36 Forest Road 9758 9990

Veterinarian
FoothillsMowers
Veterinary Clinic.............L7
Lawn
Other
Services
5/101 Station
Street 9752 3555
Veterinarian
Opp Shops
Other
Services
Pharmacy
Gully Tattoo
................................ G5
Opp
Shops
Post
Office
100B Station
Street 9758 0565
Jennifer Anne’s Cakes ................... I6
Pharmacy
Restaurants
1/107 Station Street 9758 0990
IFTI Community Hub ................... 8B
Post
Office9778 3617
2 Francis Crescent
Supermarkets
Knoxbrooke Basecamp ................. I5
Restaurants
88 Station Street 9758
3666
Takeaway
Food
Loans One ...................................E3
6/170 Underwood Road 1300 524 472
Supermarkets
Mountain District Learning Centre ... O9
13-15 The Avenue 9758
7859
Takeaway
Food
Supermutts Dog Grooming .......... K3
20 Alpine Street 9758 3458

Where There’s a Witch There’s a Way ...J7
8/101 Station Street 9752 3475

