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All creatures great and small
Secondary school students debate the
big ideas while smaller creatures get on
with finding food.
Fairhills High School students took
part in the Rotary sponsored Model
United Nations Assembly (MUNA) held
annually in the Legislative Assembly
Chamber at Parliament House (see
page 19). For more about the echidna in
the wood heap see page 14.
This issue offers more of the local in
the global with stories from round the
world as well as news from The Gully.
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From the editor
Once again as we go to press with our bundle of news
and stories of small town Ferntree Gully, the horror
of terrorist attacks in other cities envelopes us. The
sacrilege of shooting faith communities at worship on
Easter Sunday is even more appalling.
We extend our sympathy to the people of Sri Lanka
as we did to the people of Christchurch, New Zealand.
Two of our editorial team were especially shocked by
these events: Beth Duffy has family in Christchurch
and visited them recently. Prasadini Nanayakkara was
born in Colombo. She was holidaying in Cairns over
Easter and sent us a photo (right). We asked them to
share this editorial.
Prasadini: ‘While my husband and I were on holiday
in Queensland, we heard the terrible news of the
Easter Sunday terror attacks in Sri Lanka. Far away
from the tropical shores of our beautiful first home,
we were both deeply saddened and shocked. Apart
from strolling restlessly along the sun-soaked beaches
of Cairns, we couldn’t muster enthusiasm to do much
more for the remainder of our stay.
‘We watched with the world, events unfolding as
messages of sympathy and sorrow emerged from many
quarters. Soon after I sent the photograph to Gully
News, came the reply from the editor Anne Boyd:
“such beauty and then such grief...”’
‘The irony was not lost on me. The beauty of Cairns
all around me seemed to lose its lustre - so much about
its tropical climate served as stark reminders of Sri
Lanka. Anne wrote further, “the joys and sorrows of
all the world are now the joys and sorrows of each one of
us.” A weight shifted slightly from my heavy heart. Even
in the wake of unimaginable horror, there’s gentle solace
in solidarity. And that I must say is the true and enduring
beauty of our world.’
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Beth: ‘On 15 March I was working on my computer at
home in Ferntree Gully when I glanced at a message from my
daughter that came through on the phone beside me: “Hope
everyone’s ok in Christchurch. So horrible!” Worried and
assuming that it was another earthquake, I turned to the ABC
News and found it was so much worse.
‘How could a person do this - inflict such violence,
pain and suffering on his peaceful innocent worshipping

neighbours? I felt ill for Christchurch, New Zealand and
humanity. I couldn’t work any more and spent the rest of
the day contacting family. My brother forwarded an email
from his eight year old grandson whose Christchurch
school was in lockdown that afternoon. “It was a very
weird scary day. Now that I am home with my family I
feel safe.”’

Anne Boyd

Gully News Volunteer Prasadini Nanayakkara stops for a photograph at Millaa Millaa Falls, part of a waterfall circuit in
Atherton Tablelands, North Queensland.
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Village News
Coaching Zone’s year in
Ferntree Gully
Since its inception a year ago Coaching Zone has already
gained 150 members mostly through word of mouth,
social media and local people.
Shane Grant is the young, enthusiastic and friendly
head coach and owner of the FTG Coaching Zone.
He is well qualified with a Certificate 4 in fitness from
Holmesglen and is trained in Functional Movement,
Boxing, Kettlebell and powerlifting. He guarantees
results in both fitness and weight loss.
The gym is large, bright and clean, equipped with
barbells kettles, dumbbells, free weights, tread mills,
rowers and more.
Shane describes his group personal training sessions
as a great way of getting fit and making new friends.
Fees are $49.95 per week which includes unlimited
weekly sessions. (36 sessions per week).
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Mayor’s message

Dorset
Road
extension
The Dorset Road extension is finally going to be a
reality. After heavy campaigning for this since the
2016 council election, I am very excited to announce
that the Federal Government, through Alan Tudge
MP, have funded the Dorset Road extension and a
duplication of Napoleon Road, from Kellets Road
to Glenfern Road. The Government has committed
$80 million for the extension and $50 million for the
duplication of Napoleon Road. This crucial piece of
road infrastructure has been talked about for decades

and the announcement has come after significant
advocacy and many meetings with Alan Tudge as well
as State and other Federal MPs.
People have been waiting for this for so long. It is
great to see that their efforts have not been in vain.
This is a huge win for the community who never gave
up on this project and knew the importance of it.
Thank you to all community members who
advocated for this with me and thank you to Alan
Tudge MP for this fantastic announcement of
funding.
For more information, please visit my Facebook
page at www.facebook.com/jakekeogh/

Cr Jake Keogh
Mayor of Knox
and Dobson Ward Councillor

For your diary
June

Upwey Country Music 2 June
Men’s Health Week 10 to 16 June
IFTI Market 15 June See page 12
The Hut Gallery Young@Art exhibition 1 to 29 June
The Hut Gallery Winter solstice dinner 22 June

July

The Hut Gallery Print and drawing exhibition 6 to
28 July
NAIDOC Week 1 July to 7 July
IFTI Market 20 July
Upwey Country Music 7 July
Schools Tree Day 26 July
National Tree Day 28 July

PC, Mac, Laptop + Printer
Repairs, Sales + Upgrades
•
•
•
•

Troubleshooting
Computer Setup
Printer Setup
Email + Internet Setup

•
•
•
•

Data Backup + Recovery
Virus + Spyware Removal
Software Install
Ink Cartridges and Refills

109 Station St, Ferntree Gully

1300 489 434
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94-98 Station Street, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
Call 0405 662 799 or visit coachingzone.com.au
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Sponsored by
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Opportunity Shop

Op Shop donation to
Gully News
Ferntree Gully News wishes to thank Mountain Gate
Op Shop for donating $1000 towards the expenses of
producing the paper.
Treasurer Anne Abbot visited the Gully News office
recently to present the cheque in recognition of the
newspaper’s role in building community in Ferntree
Gully.
As the newspaper continues to grow, costs rise and
donations are welcome. Donations are tax deductible
if made to Mountain District Learning Centre and
marked for Ferntree Gully News.

Girl Guide biscuits

Ferntree Gully Girl Guides sold Guide biscuits at
Bunnings Scoresby on 25 May, tempting shoppers with
a choice of plain and chocolate chip flavours or gluten
free shortbread.
For more information regarding Girl Guides or Guide
biscuits please contact Jane 0408 505 661 or knox@
guidesvic.org.au

Community Development
Fund - grants now open
Knox City Council’s annual Community Development
Fund grants program assists local not-for-profit
community groups with projects, programs and
events that benefit the Knox community, including
community events, arts and cultural initiatives.
Grants are available for applications from $3,000 to
$20,000.
To be eligible, your group must be:
• Not-for-profit
• an incorporated or similar legal entity
• directly involving or supporting Knox residents.
For more information, please visit the Community
Development Fund page http://www.knox.vic.gov.
au/cdf
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TINKERS Repairs carries
on the tradition
Although Ferntree Gully recently farewelled Philip
Gore, one of the few remaining watchmakers, we are
fortunate to have another great long serving local service
centre nearby to continue providing all your watch and
clock needs.
TINKERS, located at shop 59 next to the
Commonwealth Bank at Mountain Gate Shopping
Centre, is a great little family business, specialising in
jewellery manufacturing and restoration, watch and
clock repairs and much more.
They have a team of jewellers, watchmakers, watch
technicians, hand engravers, a tailor for all your clothing
alterations and a cobbler for all your footwear and leather
goods repairs. Alex, owner of TINKERS and Ferntree
Gully's local jeweller since 1988, would frequent Philip's
workshop as a young teenager. He had decided by the
age of 12 he wanted to be a jeweller, and would just gaze
at all the tools and clocks with amazement.
Alex would like to thank Philip for his iconic little
work shop and wish him all the very best for the
future. TINKERS would like to welcome all who had
become accustomed to Philip’s high standard, and they
are committed to continuing to provide the very best
service.
You can find TINKERS on www.tinkers.com.au or
Facebook at tinkers repair centre. Phone 9758 8436.

Thinking of volunteering?
Here’s an opportunity!
The friendly Mountain Gate Op Shop
would welcome volunteers to sort goods
and serve the stream of customers who
come looking for things to fill a need, for
treasures, or just for a chat. The proceeds
of the shop go to support local charities.
Call into 54 Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre.
New opening hours
Monday to Friday 9:30-4.00.
Saturdays and Sundays closed

Community Bank
Chairman’s message

On behalf of the Knox Community Bank® Group I
would like to take a moment & acknowledge each &
every one of our customers who have supported us over
the last nineteen years. We are truly grateful.
It is a special privilege for me to act as Chair of the
Knox Community Bank® Group, especially at this time
as we face change on many fronts. It is only natural that
at such a time we should all pause to take stock of our
positions, to look back at what we have achieved and
to look forward to what lies ahead.
In the nineteen years we have operated the Ferntree
Gully Community Bank® Branch we have actively
worked to build strong relationships within the
local community. It is these relationships within the
community that forms the backbone of our business
and we are extremely proud of this work.
In closing, thank you for your support! We are very
much looking forward & planning many great things
for the later part of 2019.

Etienne Clauw
Chair

Big on Interest.
Big on features.

Are you YOUNG @ ART?
The Knox Community Bank® Group
is proudly supporting the Ferntree
Gully Arts Society as they present the
YOUNG @ ART Exhibition.
The YOUNG @ ART Exhibition
features artwork from budding artists
aged 12 to 19 years of age and is a
fantastic community initiative.
The Exhibition is currently running
at The Hut Gallery in Ferntree Gully
& will close on 30 June, 2019.
Participating artists were grouped into
12 to 15 years of age & 16 to 19 years of
age with a first & second prize awarded
in each group.
The engaging works submitted by
the younger artists highlight some unique & emerging
styles and fresh perspectives. It is wonderful to see so
much talent within the junior artist ranks.

Why not head on down to The Hut Gallery, located
at 157 Underwood Road, Ferntree Gully and see this
fantastic exhibition.

Socks, Jocks & Underwear Donations Welcome!
Foothills Community Care is a valued
community partner of the Knox
Community Bank® Group & together
we are asking you to make a donation to
our Socks, Jocks & Underwear Appeal.
With so many people finding life
tough, more people are sleeping rough
or have unstable accommodation and
are generally struggling to make ends
meet. In these circumstances it is often
essential items that they simply can’t
afford. As a result things like Socks,
Jocks & Underwear & personal toiletry
items are forgone in order to buy food
& pay for accommodation.
We are calling for donations of Socks, Jocks &
Underwear for men, women & children of all shapes
& sizes. Our Ferntree Gully Community Bank® Branch

With a big 1.25% interest rate, free e-banking
transactions, two free branch withdrawals per month and
at call convenience, Bendigo EasySaver is the perfect
account to help you reach your savings goals sooner.
Drop into your nearest branch at Fern Tree Gully 9756 0332, Rowville - 9755 8611 or Caribbean Park 9753 2816 and start your big savings now with as
little as one dollar.

will be accepting donations through until Saturday June
29, 2019. Foothills Community Care will distribute all
items over the winter period. Please only donate new
items. Second-hand goods cannot be accepted.
en in branc
Op

Start
saving
today

h

Bendigo
EasySaver.
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or

o n li n e

Fern Tree Gully and Rowville Community Bank® branches and Caribbean Park branch
Rate subject to change. Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply. You should consider whether this product is appropriate for you.
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. S50305-11 (483842_v1) (17/05/2019)

bendigobank.com.au
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Proudly sponsored by
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

Our 10 year olds go camping!
On 15 to 17 March, 44 ten year old Cub Scouts went
camping under canvas at Camp Niall Scout Camp,
Teurong. We have not camped at this location before
so it was a new adventure for us all. Nine out of our
thirteen Cub Packs were represented. The weather was
just perfect and the fun had by all was evident.
The Cub Scouts participated in making stretchers
out of two poles and jumpers or tarpaulins and they
worked really well. They also learned heaps about first
aid. The Cubs made camp gadgets, such as a washing
up station and got to practise a variety of knots. They
made apple donuts and a bush ice cream cone. Both of
these items were demolished - they were so delicious!
They screen printed on a dilly bag.
The final base in the rotation for the weekend was the
choice of the Cubs. They had to bring a game or activity
from each Cub Pack and on this base they decided
amongst their peers what they would do. One highlight
was carving Cub cars from a cake of soap – racing them
was awesome. A form of cricket and a variety of other
interesting ball games filled out the session.
Saturday’s activities culminated in a campfire singalong under the stars. Due to fire restrictions we had

to imagine a roaring fire - most Cubs achieved this I
believe. I even heard one exclaim ‘There goes a spark!’
The weekend finished on a high for all the Cubs and
they loved the blanket badge they all received.
If you are interested in trying Scouting go to: http://
www.vicscouts.com.au/join-us.html You can try 3

nights for free! So come along and join in the fun.
Scouting is for youth from age 6 to 26 years and after
26 lots of fun is to be had by becoming a leader!

Nicole Klep
District Leader Cub Scouts

Join the woodies
The Knox and District Woodworkers Club continues
to be the focal point in the Ferntree Gully region for
men and women who have a common interest in any
aspect of woodwork.
Every year in August the Ferntree Gully Woodworkers
Club has a fun day called the Be-in-It Day. Members
are encouraged to exhibit their best work for the year.
Winners are presented with a certificate and many fine
items are displayed.
Also annually, the Toy/Gift making group presents
an enormous number of toys and gifts for local
Community Support Groups to use as presents for
needy members of the local area at Xmas time.
Anyone interested in seeing what happens at our
club is invited to come and see us in action. You will
be made very welcome. For more information about
what we do, and when we are open, check our newly
designed website at www.knoxwoodies.org.au
Or call us on 9758 4849.

Bill Ireland

ALAN TUDGE MP
Federal Member for Aston
tudgeMP
9887 3890
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www.alantudge.com.au
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Knoxfield Ladies Probus

A group of members recently attended four sessions
of Brain Health lectures presented by Smrity Bagga of
Home Care Assistance. These were both beneficial,
interesting and fun. Apart from general information
and education on how to keep our ageing brains ticking
over satisfactorily, we participated in quizzes, puzzles,
even a sing-song, to much laughter. Our next speaker
will be telling us the history of Puffing Billy and the
roles of the volunteers who keep the train on the rails,
delighting young and old.
We discovered the Ambulance Historic Society

Angliss Hospital Ferntree Gully
Auxiliary 79th AGM
The Angliss Hospital Ferntree Gully Auxiliary excelled
once more in their fundraising for the hospital. At the
79th AGM of the Auxiliary held on March 19, President
Colleen Marke presented a cheque for $68,064.00 to
Paul Leyden, the Site Director for the Angliss Hospital.
The occupational therapy department and children
admitted to the emergency department will benefit from
new equipment which will allow treatment to be more
efficient and diagnosis speedier.
Colleen reported that the Auxiliary has spent a busy
year reorganising the op shop layout with further
improvements planned. The support of volunteers
behind the scenes sorting goods, ironing and removing
rubbish is as vital as the front of house support. Plants
are popular and donations are enthusiastically potted up
by green fingered volunteers to keep up with demand.
Volunteers are always welcome. The yearly fundraising
fashion parade is an opportunity to view the catwalk
for special bargains. Mothers’ Day, Christmas and the
Auxiliary’s birthday are also opportunities to help raise
money and enjoy social interaction.
The shop is situated in the Village Square shopping
centre Ferntree Gully: opshop.org
For your diary:
Tuesday 16 July: Fashion Parade. See page 27.

Inc. Victoria museum
in Bayswater which was
founded in 1986. Chas
Martin, the Coordinating
Officer, explained how a
group of retired ambulance
officers supported by
A m b u l a n c e Vi c t o r i a ,
began the search for
vintage vehicles from 1916,
equipment, uniforms
and photographs. The
museum was first set up
in Thomastown but as
the collection grew it was
necessary to move to Bayswater. Two-man
pushed litters called ‘Ashford Litters’, a horse
drawn ambulance, and vintage pushchairs add to the
display. The museum is non-profit.
Another enjoyable outing was to the Creswick
Woollen Mills in Hawthorn to view a fashion parade
of the beautifully designed clothing made from merino
wool, New Zealand possum fur, cashmere, alpaca and
linen. The new winter colours are delightful and some
of our members will be most glamorous next meeting.

Dorothy, our Welfare Officer, won a colourful silk scarf
in the lucky draw.
Coming up, visits are planned to Marysville by bus
and to the Ferntree Gully 1812 Theatre. We invite
retired or semi-retired ladies to join us. Your first visit
is complimentary. For further details please call Val on
9763 6175 or Jo on 9758 4656.

Village Fair 30 November 2019
This year the Ferntree Gully Village Fair will be held
on Saturday 30 November. Supported by funding
from Knox Council, local community groups and the
Village Traders are collaborating to make this another
fun-filled and family friendly day. Activities will focus
around The Avenue with a CFA Open Day, a display
at the Uniting Church, market stalls, children’s games,
music and dancing.
All community groups are invited to take part, to
suggest further activities or showcase what they do.
Volunteer helpers will be needed especially in the run
up to the event.
Come along to the Traders meeting at 5.30pm, in the
Studio behind 8 The Avenue, on Wednesday 12 June
and join in the planning.

Beverley Mills
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Ferntree Gully CFA

A bit about us!
Ferntree Gully 100% volunteer CFA Fire Brigade was
formed in 1942 as Southern Australia came under
threat during the second world war.
The Brigade is responsible for all incidents involving
fire within Ferntree Gully and frequently supports
neighbouring brigades. Last financial year, the brigade
attended 251 calls for help. Approximately 45 men
and women firefighters train on Tuesday evenings and
Sunday mornings. Training can be theoretical, practical
or a combination of both. Training never ceases during
the lifetime of a fire fighter. Firefighters also attend

many evening or weekend meetings to increase their
understanding of this complex firefighting task. It is said
that ‘Good firefighters never stop learning’.
Our calls come via the Emergency Services
Telecommunications Authority (ESTA) situated
in Burwood East. This Authority is responsible for
actioning all calls made via 000.
On receipt of a call, members of the brigade
arrive at the Fire Station at 5 The Avenue. They
select the appropriate fire appliance for the particular
task (pumper, tanker, big fill or slip-on), give their

turn-out to Vicfire (ESTA) and if possible obtain
further information regarding the call. At least two CFA
brigades will turn-out to most calls. This depentds on
the nature of the call, time of year, temperature of the
day and, during the summer season, the Fire Danger
Rating. On arrival at the call address, the brigade will
again radio Vicfire to give a ‘wordback’. This wordback
could be ‘structure fire. not yet under control’, ‘grass
and scrub fire under control’, ‘non structure fire’ or
‘false alarm, stop’.

A snapshot of brigade call outs
An avid reader of Ferntree Gully News and this
column, recently told me they were aware of the sirens
as the brigade turned out but wondered where we were
going and why. So here is a snapshot of recent calls.
Saturday 12 January 2019
3.13 am: Motor vehicle crash, Burwood Hwy FTG.
Make safe and clean up hazards.
2.17 pm: Support Rowville CFA to grass and scrub fire
Wentworth Avenue.
2.35 pm: Support Upper Ferntree Gully CFA, Direct
Alarm to Maxi, (caused by dust activating a smoke
alarm).
Monday 14 January
4.09 pm: Support Rowville CFA to an evaporative air
conditioner on fire Yellowstone Close (extremely hot
day, call involved a two storey house).
Friday 18 January
1.33 am: Structure Fire, Veronica Street FTG. Unit
totally involved with fire.
Saturday 19 January
11.08 am: Support Upper Ferntree Gully CFA. Direct
Alarm to Maxi, (caused by dust activating a smoke
alarm).
7.59 pm: Motor vehicle crash, Mountain Gate Drive
FTG. Make safe and clean up hazards.
10.54 pm: Support Upper Ferntree Gully, non
structure, Seaby Avenue.
Tuesday 22 January
7.31am: Support Boronia, Knox City Shopping
Centre. Direct Alarm.
10.34am: Support Boronia, Knox City Shopping
Centre. Direct Alarm.
4.07pm: Five car crash, Burwood Highway FTG. Make
safe and clean up hazards.
5.25pm: Child locked in car, Burwood Highway FTG
(hot day).
Wednesday 23 January
1.10 am: Structure Fire, Dobson Street FTG.
6.50 am: Person locked in toilet, Manuka Drive FTG.
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Thursday 24 January
7.59pm: Support Boronia at Knox City Shopping
Centre, Direct Alarm.
Friday 25 January
3 am: Support Boronia at Knox City Shopping Centre,
Direct Alarm.
Saturday 26 January
9.48am: Smoke sighting from a member of the public,
Mountain Gate Drive FTG.
False alarm, nothing found.
4.46pm. Unknown fire, California Cresent FTG, good
intent, nothing found.
Sunday 27 January
6.21pm: Support Upper Ferntree Gully, Multi-story
Structure Fire, Glass Road, UFTG.
Monday 28 January
6.26pm: Resident locked out of unit, Lording Street,
FTG.
Tuesday 29 January
7.37pm: Support Boronia, grass and scrub fire Boronia
Road, Boronia.
Thursday 28 Febuary
12.31 am. Evaporative air conditioner fire on roof of
house, The Crescent Ferntree Gully. (Note: It was a hot
night and the air conditioner had been serviced the
previous day. Rapid response from the brigade made
sure the fire was contained to the aircon unit. Please
check important air conditioner recalls on CFA website
and on the ACCC recall website.)

So what do we conclude from this
log of calls attended by FTG CFA?
Structure (building) fires do occur in Ferntree Gully
and it is important to do everything possible to reduce
the chance of a fire in your property. Many of the calls
are to motor vehicle crashes, so please make sure you
and your family are safe when driving. We frequently
attend incidents where children are locked in cars or
left in cars while owners go shopping etc. Always pay

special attention prior to locking the door of a vehicle.
The public are very aware of children left alone in cars
at a shopping centre or other venue. They will have no
hesitation in contacting emergency services.
During March, along with similar calls as above, the
brigade gave hundreds of hours support to strike teams
to Grantville, Shoreham, areas east of Warburton, the
Bunyip group of fires and Gippsland. The Brigade
always maintained crews to protect Ferntree Gully.
Everyone would recall the very large factory fire
on 6 April at Cambellfield in the northern suburbs
of Melbourne involving huge amounts of stored
flammable solvents. Volunteer firefighters from
Scoresby CFA attended with their specialist hoselayer
while Bayswater CFA volunteer firefighters attended the
fire with their Breathing Apparatus specialist vehicle.
Where would we be without Volunteer Firefighters
in Victoria?

Prepared by Brigade Member
Graham Crichton

Next Children’s Storytime at FTG CFA is on Friday
5 July. See page 27

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade
A 100% Volunteer CFA Brigade
24/7, 365 days a year
for over 76 years
Email: info@ftgcfa.org.au Follow us
on Facebook.

Fire calls 000
Have you ever thought of becoming
a recruit in FTG CFA?

Knox Police News
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Project Safeguard
Project Safeguard is a crime prevention initiative
between Victoria Police and the motor vehicle industry
within the Knox local government area.
It involves motor vehicle industry professionals fitting
anti-theft screws to secure your number plates to your
vehicle, during sales, servicing or repairs.

We need your help to reduce number plate
theft

Victoria Police will target and apprehend offenders, but
we ask for your support by making your number plates
harder for criminals to steal.

What can you do?
Why have anti-theft screws fitted to your
number plates?
•
•
•

Offenders often use stolen number plates to avoid
identification when committing other crime.
Using conventional screws to secure your number
plates can make it easier for your number plates
to be stolen.
Number plates secured with anti-theft screws
cannot be easily removed by standard screwdrivers
or tools.

What if both your number plates are stolen?
You will need to:
•
report the theft to your local police
•
report the theft to VicRoads
•
pay to have new number plates issued
•
change your registration details
•
change your car insurance details
•
change your toll road (EastLink, CityLink)
account details.

Help prevent other crime from occurring as well as
avoiding the inconvenience and cost of replacing your
number plates by:
•
securing your number plates with one-way, antitheft screws – they cost only a few dollars and
can be fitted when your car is sold, serviced or
repaired.
•
Park your car in a secure place. Park off the
street in a garage or carport where possible (and
remember to lock your vehicle!).
•
Stay alert and report the theft of number plates
to police as soon as possible.
The more vehicles that have their number plates secured
with anti-theft screws, the harder it will be for criminals
to hide behind your number plates.
Step up to the Safe Plate - spread the word and ask for
anti-theft screws to be fitted wherever you see Project
Safeguard advertising.

Want to help improve your community?
Spread the message:
•
tell your friends, family, neighbours and colleagues
about how serious number plate theft is and how
easy it is to help
•
see if your local area has a Victoria Police
Eyewatch page and share our updates
•
park your car in a secure place
•
make it harder for thieves to steal your plates
without being seen
•
park off the street if possible – a locked garage is
best, but a driveway or carport is ok too
•
always lock your car to prevent other thefts.
•
stay alert
•
take notice of activity in your neighborhood.
Report suspicious activity to your local police or
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000
•
report the theft of number plates to police as soon
as possible – this will help us detect offenders.
If your motor vehicle service provider is not yet part
of Project Safeguard they can contact Knox Police
Proactive Unit on 9881 7000 and join the initiative.

Senior Constable  Ross Mitchell
Knox Crime Prevention Officer
Knox Police Station, 414 Burwood Highway,
Wantirna South, VIC, 3152
Ph. (03) 9881 7000
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10 There’s No Place Like Home
Housing in Knox
With rising housing costs, few affordable rental options
and a shortfall in social housing, finding a place to live
in Knox can be a nightmare.
Know City Council at their April meeting accepted
the 2018 annual report on housing in the city.
The report highlighted the problems and Council
resolved ‘to continue to pursue policies and partnership
opportunities to help facilitate solutions that can address
the identified shortfall’.
The long-term housing plan for Knox carefully maps
what can be built where and how many applications
have been approved for types of dwelling such as: threebedroom houses, townhouses and apartments.
In 2018, 288 planning and subdivision permits were
approved, resulting in a potential increase of 955 net
new dwellings. The figures are down from the 10-year
high of 2017, but are generally consistent with the last
few years of housing approvals.
Trends noted in 2018 are the decline in approved
applications to build apartments (down to two), the
lowest total of this type of dwelling since monitoring
began in 2009. There has been an increase in

applications approved for larger houses, and in
applications for townhouses. Although statistics are
distorted by a single application for 294 town houses
on the site previously Wantirna caravan park, there
is still a notable preference for ‘townhouses’ (that is
multiple two–storey dwellings on one site, each with
one shared wall.
83% of dwellings approved are consistent with the
preferred type for their policy area. This is similar to
last year’s percentage and suggests that, with a few
notable exceptions, the Knox Housing Strategy 2015
is continuing to have a positive impact in encouraging
appropriate development across the city.
So things are going according to plan. Except for
social housing. No social housing was delivered in
Knox in 2018.
A note of frustation emerges in the report’s concluding
remark that Council continues to pursue policies and
partnership opportunities to help facilitate social
housing solutions and address the identified shortfall.

Anne Boyd

Above: Townhouses at 26 Station Street.
Left: Barbara Oehring took this photo for Ferntree Gully
News in 2011 prior to the demolition of the weatherboard
house to make way for townhouses. Built in the 1920s as
the Water’s family residence, in its latter years it housed
Grantley Bland & Associates Accountants.

Ferntree Gully News June 2019

There’s No Place Like Home 11
Pros and cons of living in a townhouse
About four years ago I downsized from a large three
bedroom house on a large block in Upwey to a small
three bedroom townhouse in FTG. Like most things
in this world downsizing has its good and bad points.
The main reason for moving was the garden in Upwey.
It swallowed up my spare time. My next door neighbour
had a very large English tree (a plane tree I think it
was called) and every autumn it dropped an enormous
amount of leaves that clogged up the gutters, made the
paths slippery, and took forever to clean up. So, the idea
of living in a townhouse surrounded by cement rather
appealed to me.
Looking back, I think I bought the townhouse on
impulse. That is my usual way of doing things. I work
on the theory that if you spend too much time thinking

about something you will never do anything. So here
I am.
There are eight townhouses on the block. Strangely,
I hardly have any contact with my neighbours. It is
possible to enter the townhouse from the garage which
is what everyone does. They drive into their respective
garages, enter their house and, consequently, you rarely
see them. Of the eight town houses five are owner
occupied and three are rented. The townhouse next to
mine was rented out about a year ago, yet I have never
seen the occupier(s) – man? woman? couple? I have no
idea. All I have seen is a white car.
One positive is the FTG train station is, at the most,
a five-minute walk away. The down side is that in the
last year or two train travellers have increased and are
parking their cars down Station Street so close to the

townhouse driveway that getting out of the driveway is
quite dangerous as the cars block the view of the road.
Like most townhouses we have a body corporate that
takes care of the common areas. Our manager, Lesley, is
excellent. She is right on the ball. When I first moved
in, we had a gardener who attended to the communal
garden but about a year or so ago he disappeared, and
Lesley has not been able to find a replacement. To be
honest, I would prefer to live on my own block and not
bother with a body corporate.
One of the problems in downsizing is what to do with
the clutter that you have accumulated over the years.
That was not a problem with me as I am not a hoarder.
Quite the opposite. I am a minimalist. But it could be
a problem for others.

Judith O’Donnell

Sleeping rough in winter
One of the growing problems in our society is
homelessness. People sleeping rough in the Knox and
Dandenong Ranges is on the rise. No doubt you have
already noticed this.
One way in which the churches see an avenue of help,
especially for the winter months, is to run a Winter
Shelter program. This has been happening in both Yarra
Valley where it is called ‘Stable One’, and Maroondah
where it is named ‘Winter Shelter’.
Stephen Barrington, from Foothills Care, gathered
together a number of churches in our area, as well as
various community groups, businesses, Councils and

individuals, to look at setting up a Winter Sleepover
program, where the homeless could come, have a hot
meal, company and a warm bed for the night. The
churches, community groups etc. were asked to offer
either their buildings or their support, for instance, in
providing meals, bedding, showers, laundry facilities,
setting up and clearing away.
Fertnree Gully Uniting Church congregation offered
to be a part of this initiative, and although unable to
volunteer our buildings, as they are already in use with
the Mountain District Learning Centre, we were able to
volunteer our time, our money and making meals etc.

Unfortunately for everyone, and especially those
sleeping rough, the committee became aware that there
was some legal problem with using church buildings
as shelters, and so it has been necessary to put this
invaluable service off until the winter of 2020, when
they hope to offer over 840 beds to some of the most
vulnerable people, who are, after all, our neighbours.
Congratulations to Steve, and those whose initiative
is working towards such a needy cause, and to all those
who are willing to participate in whatever way they are
able, in helping fellow humanbeings who are doing it
tough.

Pat Rivett

Addressing elder abuse: Eastern Community Legal Centre
Legal assistance is an essential service much like
healthcare and housing. However, it differs in that there
is no ongoing safety net for those in need of legal advice.
The Eastern Community Legal Centre (ECLC) extends
free legal services in Melbourne’s East for those who
need it the most. Of the many issues that ECLC tackles,
Elder Abuse is one that has recently gained emphasis.
Under the National Plan to Respond to the Abuse of
Older Australians, ECLC has partnered with Eastern
Health to implement a new Health Justice Partnership.
The program will involve skilled community lawyers
working collaboratively with healthcare providers to
offer a comprehensive response to elder abuse. It is a new
model where a legal team will be based within a health
service. This would enable hospital staff or those within
the health space to access legal services when necessary.
Michael Smith, CEO of ECLC notes the importance
of bringing community awareness on what is a relatively
new societal issue. ‘Elder Abuse is still a new term.
Seniors who experience discomfort and distress such
as financial pressure at the hands of their children,
grandchildren or any other family member may not

think of it in terms of abuse. Communities need to be
educated around what that even looks like,’ he states.
Isolation is one of the ways in which older people
can become vulnerable to abuse. Older people who are
well connected to local activities, community groups or
their faith community can have a reduced vulnerability
to abuse.
ECLC also received funding for a specialist Elder
Abuse Unit to provide a multidisciplinary response.
‘Seniors who experience abuse require various
professionals working together to safeguard their
wellbeing and finances, and to help them make
decisions on how they want to take action,’ explains
Michael Smith. This could involve an elder abuse
advocate such as a social worker or nurse working
with the financial counsellors and lawyers. New staff
members are being recruited at present to have these
services in place at the Boronia centre by July this year.
ECLC is also working with the Healesville Indigenous
Community Services Association to gain cultural
awareness and increase the reach of the program to
aboriginal communities.

In addition, ECLC raises awareness on legal issues
through workshops, media, events and publications.
To acknowledge World Elder Abuse Awareness Day,
ECLC will conduct a shared regional event with Eastern
Elder Abuse Network on 12 June 2019 at the Box Hill
Town Hall.
It also has outreach locations across Melbourne East
including the Ringwood Family Relationship Centre
and the Knox Council Customer Service Centre in
Rowville.
ECLC commenced its operations in 1974 to help
communities understand and have access to free legal
assistance. In 2005 ECLC extended it services to
Boronia to serve communities in Knox and Maroondah
in the areas of family law, family violence, criminal law,
motor vehicle accidents, debt and civil matters.
Appointments for legal assistance including night
services can be made through the Boronia office: 03
9762 6235. For more information visit www.eclc.org.
au.

Prasadini Nanayakkara
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12 Food Feature
Fight food waste
Over 4 million Australians have experienced food
insecurity in the past year. Yet millions of other, more
affluent, Australians regularly throw food away. Over
5 million tons of good food ends up as landfill each
year. This is a serious waste. Guess who the worst
food wasters are? Us -- the consumers. We are the
biggest culprits, collectively wasting more food than
restaurants, supermarkets, manufacturers and farms
combined.
‘Food is so precious, wasting it makes no sense –
economically, environmentally and ethically – but
we all do it. From forgetting about food in the fridge,
buying and cooking too much, letting it expire and
not storing it properly, there are so many reasons good
food ends up in the bin,’ says Ronni Kahn, founder of
food rescue organisation OzHarvest. To prevent food
waste, OzHarvest recommends we take a good look at
what food we already have in the kitchen and write a
shopping list so we only buy what we need. We should
store food properly so it has the best chance of survival.
And we should cook sensibly so no food is wasted.
Food waste is an emotive issue for me. This is partly
because I am an environmentalist but also because I
grew up in South Africa, where poverty is so overtly
evident. In poor communities in South Africa there
is no food wastage. If milk goes sour, you don’t throw
it out. You make umphokoqo (sour porridge). This
traditional dish consists of maize meal and sour milk.
The top five wasted food items in Australia are

vegetables, fruit, bread, bagged salad and leftovers. I
am going to focus on just one of these items for the
moment, namely bread.
Our neighbour’s solution to leftover bread, doughnuts
and chips, is to throw them on to his driveway for the
birds to eat. This is not our idea of an effective solution.
These foods are not nutritionally designed for birds. The
logical approach is to freeze any bread that you won’t
be able to eat before it goes stale. If you do happen
to have some stale bread though, there are a number
of uses for it.
You could make breadcrumbs. Simply remove
the crusts, place the stale bread in a blender or food
processor and pulse until finely chopped. You can freeze
your breadcrumbs to use at a later stage, or use them
right away to top macaroni cheese, gratins, casseroles
or to coat fish and meat. Breadcrumbs are an essential
ingredient to coat chicken for chicken schnitzels.
Breadcrumbs also work well as a crispy coating for
home-made fishcakes.
Another good use for stale bread is to make eggy
bread. Dip a slice of bread into beaten, lightly seasoned
egg, turn it over a few times to make sure it’s well coated,
and then fry it. Cooked mushrooms, tomatoes and
onions complement eggy bread.
If you’re in the mood for a warm pudding, especially
now the weather is cool, you could make a Bread and
Butter pudding. www.taste.com.au features a recipe.
It is not necessary to use the white bread they list in

the ingredients; wholemeal bread will work just as well
and is healthier. There are numerous other uses for stale
bread. Just remember that unlike stale bread, mouldy
bread isn’t safe to eat.

Gemma Franks

Check out our heated beer garden @ ftg

FernTRee gully
38 -40 Forest Road
Ferntree Gully, Vic 3156
9758 4829
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BAYSWATER

741 mountain Highway
bayswater, Vic 3153
9720 5772

Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP for
Ferntree Gully

Environment 13

Autumn at Knox Environment Society
To plog or not to plog –
…that is the question. Can I hear you thinking ‘what
is plog?’ Plogging is a clean up litter movement that
was born in Sweden in 2016 – primarily and initially
out of increasing concerns about plastic litter - and has
since been spreading around the world. The term means
combining picking up litter whilst jogging and comes
from the Swedish words plocka upp – to pick up. Of
course, if you’re not a jogger, the same outcome can be
achieved when out walking. This is definitely thinking
globally and acting locally.
On a personal level, one problem I’ve encountered
is the more litter I pick up, the more I see and in the
process notice the lack of rubbish bins in public places.
So, maybe next time you’re out walking or jogging,
take a plastic bag with you (to take home if you can’t
find a rubbish bin!) and help detox Knox. Taking the
idea one step further (no pun intended) maybe even
organise micro neighbourhood litter groups! Here’s to
happy plogging!

Pam McConnell

The last weekend in April saw the Knox Environment
Society run its annual Autumn Festival at the KES
Community Nursery at 1010 Burwood Highway
Ferntree Gully. Autumn is the best time to be planting
as the soil is still relatively warm, generally we have
had some rain and the plants can put in some growth
before winter hits.
The festival is more than selling local indigenous
plants as it is a showcase for all the KES activities on
offer and also those of many local environmental groups,
raising awareness of all the good work they undertake.
For two days the KES nursery came alive with
colour, displays, interaction, discussions, education,
information and in particular a wonderful musical
program that kept all the volunteers and visitors tapping
their feet while they went about their business.

We also had visits from our local politicians Alan
Tudge and Nick Wakeling and Councillor John
Mortimore. Each of them took the opportunity to share
a coffee and a chat with the volunteers and customers.
The festival saw over 2000 local indigenous plants
make their way out of the nursery and off to local Knox
gardens to help built habitat for our native wildlife.
The plants provide food and shelter for local insects,
including native bees which in turn provide food for
many of our local birds and smaller animals like lizards
and if you are lucky, an echidna (See page 14).
If you missed the festival then don’t panic, there are
still lots of plants available along with free advice from
our friendly volunteers with most tube stock selling for
only $2. The KES nursery is open Thursdays 10am to
4pm, Saturdays 10am to 1pm and Sundays 10am to
1pm. Looking forward to seeing you there.
info@kes.org.au kes.org.au

The students discussed a range of topics and shared
their insights on important issues for young people,
including social media and cyber bullying, mental
health, and substance abuse.

For more information about Student Youth Councils,
please phone (03) 9758 6011 or email nick.wakeling@
parliament.vic.gov.au

Student Youth Council
Between the months of May and August, Nick
Wakeling, State MP for Ferntree Gully, and Kim Wells,
State MP for Rowville, are hosting Youth Councils for
student leaders of local secondary schools across the
Knox area.
Youth Councils are a great opportunity for student
leaders to have robust discussions with their peers, share
ideas, and raise issues that matter to young people with
members of Parliament and community groups such as
Headspace Knox.
The most recent Youth Council was attended by
student leaders from:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fairhills High School
Scoresby Secondary College
St Andrews Christian College
St Josephs College
Wantirna College
Waverley Christian College
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14 Community News
The 2019 U3A Craft and Quilt Show
The weekend of 13 and 14 of April saw the second
running of our biennial Craft and Quilt Show. Held
once again at the Fairhills High School Performing
Arts Centre – an ideal venue for such a show, and to
whom we extend our appreciation – the quantity and
quality of exhibits was, at the very least, equal to that
of our first show.
Once more an army of volunteers served to bring the
event to fruition, and our thanks must go to them for
their efforts. Sadly, however, the same names seem to
be appearing. The team was ably led by Jan Bottcher,
assisted by Pam Donner, who was also MC for the
event. Jenny Ford ran the refreshments kiosk for a
small profit, and Noreen Wheeler ran the Craft Stall
for practically the entire weekend. Our thanks go to
them, and to the members who were prepared to give
a couple of hours each to the small jobs that must be
done in any such event.
Attendance was slightly down on our first Quilt
Show; surprising as the weather was so much better
this time, but understandable perhaps, as a major quilt
exhibition was held in Melbourne on the same weekend.
Financial sponsors are a vital component of any such
event, of course, and we are again indebted to Ferntree
Gully Toyota and Heritage Funerals for providing
substantial donations toward prizes. A host of businesses
and individuals must also be thanked for providing
support in so many ways including Radio Eastern 98.1
FM radio station, and the four community newspapers
in Knox which provided advertising and promotional
opportunities, in many cases free of charge.
Exhibition Judges were -: Jill Henning (Quilts)
Margaret McGillway (Fibre and Creative Crafts) and
Pamela Damm (Paper Craft). All categories provided
a challenge for the judges, and our appreciation goes
to them for their attention to detail.
Category winners were:
Large Quilts
• 1st Gitta Stockinger ‘Wattle Brush’
• 2nd Jenny Ford ‘Arizona Cactus’
• 3rd Anna Lane ‘Mariners Compass’

CO-EDUCATIONAL | ELC TO VCE
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Small Quilts
• 1st Maggie Brooks ‘Table Runner’
• 2nd Ilma Amis ‘Bargello Evening Coat’
• 3rd Pat McFarlane ‘Gingko Leaves’

Above left: Nantje Cook ‘In Full Bloom’ Viewers’ Choice
prize.
Above: Jenny Ford ‘Arizona Cactus’ Large Quilts second
prize.
The photo below is a brilliantly quilted echidna named
Spike – despite the craftsmanship didn’t win a prize. – JF

Fibre Craft
• 1st Stephen Adams ‘African Headdress’
• 2nd Margaret Hilton ‘Crafted Accessories’
• 3rd Yasuko Wada ‘Square Tatted Doily’
Paper Craft
• 1st– Sandra Bonga – ‘Ratie Rats’
• 2nd– Glenys Le Cuddenec – ‘Martha B Rabbit’
• 3rd– Marilyn Di Nicolantonio –’Special Card’”
Creative Craft
• 1st Alex Ruschanow ‘Dakota’
• 2nd Kate Boulton ‘Kallista Roundabout’
• 3rd Eddie Dix ‘Tiger’
Viewers Choice:
Nantje Cook ‘In Full Bloom’
Congratulations to all winners, but also to everyone
who has taken the time and trouble to submit their
works, making for another successful event. A special
mention to Helen Millott, a member of our ‘Beginners
Quilting’ Group who submitted entries in her first year
of quilting.
All in all, a successful showing, and we look forward
to the next one in two years’ time.
John Ford
Publicity, Knox U3A

Echidna spotted foraging in a Hunter Street woodpile.
Later, the animal wandered out through the fence and
down the street. Thanks to Laurence Mills who sent in the
photo.

Professional Dog Grooming
We love dogs
Ph. 9758 3458
20 Alpine street, FTG & we think
Tue - Fri 9am till 5pm they deserve
9am till 5pm
Sat
the best

www.supermutts.com.au

Sports page sponsored by
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

This Sporting Life 15
Local success at Special Olympics

The joys of club tennis
‘You only live once, but you get to serve
twice.’
One of the first things I did when my family and I
arrived in Ferntree Gully 30 years ago was to take up
family membership at St John’s Tennis Club, in Brenock
Park Drive.
Club tennis is played all year round in Australia, not
just in summer. The weather can be a factor but matches
are seldom cancelled. Occasionally a very wet day will
cause the home team to declare a washout and the points
are shared. Depending on the tennis association, there
are also rules about heat-outs for daytime matches.
Club tennis a great way to get to know people. As
well as on occasional social nights, you meet regularly
at practices and at matches followed by home-teamhosted refreshments. Match finals can become fairly
serious affairs but are tempered with expressions like
‘We’re not playing for sheep stations!’

‘Love is nothing in tennis but in life it’s
everything.’
You get to see the sights
Match tennis is also a great way to get to know your
area. Long before google maps arrived I quickly learnt
the shortest routes to nearby suburbs. Car pooling
further afield to away matches in the Yarra Valley and
Ranges took me to beautiful places like Montrose,
Wandin, Kalorama, Warburton, Hoddles Creek and
more.
You get to hear the sounds
Traffic noise from Burwood Highway can be a problem

Photos by Gary Fevreau.

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club
2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully
Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888
www.ftgbowls.com.au

Once again members of the Melbourne Eastern Ranges
branch of the International Special Olympics brought
back awards from this year’s Special Olympics Summer
games in Dubai.
Melbourne Eastern Ranges athletes Sarah Chaplin
(swimming) from Upwey and Zoe Ford (ten-pin
bowling) from Ferntree Gully, brought back gold and
silver medals.
The games were held in March with 7000 athletes
with intellectual disability from 170 nations competing
across 24 sports in front of half a million spectators.
Australia was represented by 105 athletes in 11 sports:
athletics, basketball, bocce, ten-pin bowling, equestrian,
football, golf, gymnastics, sailing swimming and tennis.
They were supported by 35 volunteer officials and carers.

when calling the score at St Johns but at other clubs the
distractions are more interesting. One balmy summer
evening at Ferny Creek the kookaburras were ducking
and diving around us for tasty moths attracted by the
lights. I had to delay my serve when a bird perched on
the net right in my line of attack. Another time the
distraction was a ringtail possum perched on top of the
fence directly behind my opponent. As if that wasn’t
enough the possum gradually made his way right around
the perimeter fence while we attempted to concentrate Wally Tew Reserve to gain a
on the game.
The above considerations are of course only peripheral new sports pavilion
to the delights of the game itself ! On this I really wax A new sports pavilion at Wally Tew Reserve is a step closer
lyrical …
after Council awarded the tender to Modular Spaces Pty
Ltd to construct the much-needed community facilities.
Bliss!
Construction is expected to start offsite in June and be
When I first discovered club tennis I found it so completed around November 2019.
hugely enjoyable that waiting a whole week to play
The Wally Tew Reserve, formerly known as the
again, seemed interminable. Somehow sport enables Ferntree Gully Reserve, is one of the oldest sports fields
a person to experience the physical freedom of a child in the area. It is home to two of the oldest sports Clubs:
at play - moving, turning, running and jumping. To the Ferntree Gully Eagles Football Club and the Ferntree
combine this with the learnt skill of connecting racquet Gully Cricket Club. The Football Club who in 2012
to ball with a wide variety of hand-grips and shots for celebrated 120 years as a club, moved in 1912 to the
endless angles and heights, is enormously satisfying. Of Reserve from their first playing field behind the Middle
course mistakes are too often made and confidence can Hotel. Over the years, the renewal of the pavilions has
suddenly wane but when you execute a perfect drive or (more or less) followed the growth of the clubs. The
smash or volley and manage to place the ball where your prospect of new buildings this year will be welcomed
opponent can’t reach it. Sheer delight!
by these ‘proud and passionate clubs’.
The reserve in Ferntree Gully will gain two change
Beth Duffy
rooms, plus new amenities including public toilet
facilities, office space, medical rooms, and storage and
cleaner’s rooms. Both buildings will be fitted with
accessible ramps and decks to cater for all abilities.
This project follows the successful delivery of modular
buildings at Batterham Reserve and Knox Gardens
Reserve in 2018. Around 90 per cent of the build occurs
in a factory off-site, before the building is transported,
joined and finished at the final location. The buildings
are constructed from sustainably-sourced, engineered
timber products, and include low-energy LED lighting
to help reduce running costs in the future.

Come and join us for a meal at the
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

Our Bistro is open
For lunch
Tuesday to Friday
12.00pm to 2.00pm
On Sundays
12.00 to 2.00pm
And for dinner
Tuesday-Sunday
from 6.00pm
Closed Mondays
Ferntree Gully News August 2016
ForGully
bookings
9753
5888
Ferntree
Newsring
April
2019

Sponsored by
Ferntree Gully
Arts Society

16 Arts Page
Ferntree Gully Arts Society, 1944 to 2019
This year, the Ferntree Gully Arts Society celebrates 75
years. Known to many locals as ‘The Hut’ - the name of
the gallery, originally an old army hut - the art society
welcomes people of all ages and abilities who want to
be involved in visual arts.
Whilst they love people to join their society, there are
opportunities for non-members to join in the workshops
on offer and to exhibit their work in some exhibitions.
With an eye on more modern art, they have embraced
youth culture with an exhibition in June , Young @ Art
(for 12-19 year olds) and a VCE showcase. Both are
held annually.
Other exhibitions feature artwork from members and
can be viewed on weekends when the gallery is open
to the public.
Whether you think you can or think you can’t, draw or
paint, the answer lies in the practising of these skills. You
are invited to start your artistic practice by participating
in a workshop (your first one is free) at the Hut Gallery.

The Ferntree Gully Arts Society
at The Hut Gallery
157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

June Exhibition
‘Young @ Art’
weekends 11 to 4pm
from Sunday 1 June to Sunday 30 June
We have some very talented artists among
our young people.
Official opening and presentation
2pm Sunday 9 June.
All welcome, Free entry

Exhibition by Robert Diss
Among the exhibitions at the Hut Gallery in May
was a show of works by FTG Arts Society member,
Robert Diss.
Robert has been a member of the Society for 45
years. His cv reveals 45 dedicated years, at first studying
art (part time to a day job in government service),
then teaching art/craft in secondary schools and now
painting full time.

Robert has won many awards over the years, at
exhibitions: at The Hut, at the Knox U3A art show
and around the hills.
Of the 19 works exhibited in this show, in all but one
the medium is pastel. Here he is photographed with
the exception which is entitled Sebi and is oil on linen.

July Exhibition
Open exhibition

‘Print and Drawing’
From Sunday 7 July to Sunday 28 July
Official opening 2pm Sunday 14 July
All welcome, Free entry
Come along and have a look
at some fine artwork
Works for sale

Weekly workshops and classes
for members and non members.
After school and holiday
classes for children
Contact: Thehutgallery.wordpress.com
Facebook. The Hut Gallery Arts Society

Art students are AYCE
The Bayswater Centre of Access Yea Community
Education wishes to thank Knox City Council, Festival
and Events Project Officers and visiting artists for
our students’ inclusion in the annual Knox Festival
Secondary Schools Art Project for the past eight years.
Our first involvement was the 2012 ‘Create, Make
and Shape’ workshops which led to our students’ work
being displayed in the Cinema Lane Light Boxes,
Dorset Square, Boronia.
In 2013 the Sk8 art project saw our students
decorating wooden skateboard decks. We were
delighted when a Year 12 student won the category
‘demonstrating a high level of artistic ability’ and a Year
7 student received an encouragement award. Success
continued in 2014 when a Year 9 student’s rubber glove
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mask was named overall winner from approximately
300 entries across the Shire in the ‘Unmasked’ art
project.
Artist Julian led the 2015 workshops and assisted
students to depict life in Knox by decorating wooden
boxes supplied by the City Council. These were then
displayed at the Ferntree Gully Library as part of the
Knox Festival. Knox City Council supplied cardboard
and sent artist Ross Kroger from ‘Box Wars’ for the
2016 ‘Cardboard Warriors’ project. Our student
projects were displayed in a large tent at the Knox
Festival. In 2017 we were delighted to have Julian return
and guide students in the making of kites which were
once again displayed in the large tent.

The display changed in 2018, to a multi-sensory
experience with the theme ‘Sense of Self ’. It contained
our students’ ‘Nocturnal Nests’ that had been created
under the inspiration of visiting artist Sara Catena. Now
in 2019 our Bayswater AYCE students have enjoyed
workshops with artist Jasmine Targett which led to their
creation of ‘Life in a Jar’ art projects reflecting their
individual wishes, hopes and dreams.
We all look forward to future creative opportunities
afforded by this much valued Knox City Council
initiative.

Annette Scales and Heather Grasso
myayce.com

Music in the Ranges 17
Update on Dandenong Ranges Music Council

DRMC has started 2019 with a flurry of musical
activities. The orchestras, concert bands, big bands
and choirs are busy rehearsing and performing. Special
inclusive projects for people of all abilities are scheduled
as well as a repeat performance of the Forgotten
Heroes Song at Upwey RSL for Vietnam Veterans Day.
Youth Week was celebrated by Monbulk Tribe Youth
Group with a Drumming and African Dance activity.
Education Week in May will see song writer Cath
Russell work on the theme of jobs and careers with
students from Kallista, Macclesfield and Ferny Creek
Primary Schools to create a song. Happy Wanderers,
the iconic singing group, continues its activities in
nursing homes.
DRMC often receives requests to start new music
groups and welcomes calls from interested community
members and professional musicians with innovative
ideas for artistic music projects. They are establishing
a music and arts database for musicians, teachers,
composers and instrument makers and will also form
an arts advisory group to help with the planning and
vision of the DRMC into the future.
The new community music education hub being
built at Upwey High School is scheduled to open in
2020. DRMC will have dedicated office space, music
library, instrument store room, a performance and large
group rehearsal space, three ensemble rehearsal rooms
and two instrumental teaching rooms. The community
dreams of having a grand piano in the hub which will
be available for AMEB exams, performances and choir
accompaniment.

The DRMC mantra is… All ages. All abilities. All
music.
Check out past projects and current ensemble
information. Listen to the Forgotten Heroes Song, Song
of the Firies, and Island in the Sky. www.drmc.org.au

A Celebration of Grieg
Reviewer Peter Hurley is a professional reviewer, performer
and teacher. He is a board member of the Dandenong
Ranges Music Council.
A Celebration of Grieg was a crowd pleaser of the
most well known of this celebrated composer’s works.
This was a concert in two parts – after conductor
Alexander Vengerovski’s rather rambling introduction
did eventually come to a point, setting the geographical
scene in Norway. The first half consisted of five
movements from the Peer Gynt suite by Edvard Grieg:
Morning Mood, Death of Ase, Anitra’s Dance, Ingrid’s
Lament, and In the Hall of the Mountain King.
As incidental music for the Ibsen play Peer Gynt
– which had only limited success - this music has
succeeded way beyond the original context. In this
presentation narrator Bernie Carter set each of the
corresponding scenes in the play, explaining the action
so effectively painted by the descriptive music. These
pieces are so well known that people who have no idea
where they came from will hum and enjoy the melodies.
The theatre was quite full, and the audience’s enjoyment
was obvious throughout.
Sadly, this venue is most uncooperative as a partner
in music making – the acoustic providing the most

Principal’s Tours:

Grade 4/5/6 Days

•
•
•
•

• Thursday 20 June 9.30am-12noon

Friday 31 May 9.30am
Tuesday 4 June 9.30am
Friday 14 June 9.30am
Tuesday 18 June 9.30am

For further details or to register,
please visit our website.

Open Day Dates:

5 Brenock Park Drive,
Ferntree Gully, 3156

• Tuesday 4 June 9.30am
• Sunday 16 June 9.30am until 1pm

9758 2000 | stjosephs.com.au

unsupportive contribution to the orchestra’s tone. Still,
at times they did manage to produce a sheen in defiance
of this. The stage is also much too small – the orchestra
was uncomfortably crowded to begin with – then after
interval the piano was brought in. The performance was
remarkable in view of the trying circumstances.
The second half consisted of the Grieg’s Opus 10 Piano
Concerto in a minor – one of the most famous in the
entire piano repertoire.
International pianist Roman Salyutov performed
this work with exemplary balance and dynamic
control with the DRO throughout, and most effective
collaboration with conductor Vengerovski. If the tempi
of the movements were chosen to maximise the effect
within the limiting acoustic, and to accommodate
the orchestra, they were most effective. Salyutov’s
performance was characterized by tight rhythmic
discipline in the overall structures, and greatly detailed
precision within. This resulted in a sparkling clarity
in the fast passage work, and a lucidity in the slower
movement. The cadenzas showed a little more freedom,
but still tempi were chosen with regard to his overall
structure-driven approach.
Sensing that the audience wanted more, Salyutov gave
an encore of the famous Chopin Fantasie Impromptu.
Once again, this was a performance that avoided
romantic excesses, and made more of the rhythmic
characteristics, allowing the music to speak for itself.
It was instructive to hear the interaction with the
DRO in this work. The benefits of these kinds of
collaboration cannot be over estimated. The cross
pollination of musicianship is vital to the musical
growth of both the orchestra and its individual members
and the increased depth of their enjoyment through the
engagement with music making.
Roman Salyutov with the Dandenong Ranges Orchestra. 10
May 10 2019, Knox Community Arts Centre, Bayswater.
Conductor and Musical Director Alexander Vengerovski.
The next concert for the Dandenong Ranges Orchestra
– ‘St Petersburg in Russia’ will be held at 7:30pm on
10 August at the Gem Community Arts Centre,
Kilvington Drive, Emerald

Sponsored by
Ferntree Gully
Rotary
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From kinder to school

A seamless experience at Ferntree Gully
North Primary School

Starting school is a momentous time in the life of a
child and the Prep year is one of the most important.
At Ferntree Gully North Primary School, our extensive
transition program aims to ensure that the pathway
from kinder to school is a seamless experience, not just

for the children but for parents as well. Our goal is to
develop a culture where students feel happy, safe, excited
and curious about school before the commencement
of the school year.
Our Prep transition program for students enrolling
in 2020 is well underway. Our current teachers have
already completed visits to local kindergartens to

School token system at Eastern Ranges School

Eastern Ranges School is a school that specialises in
teaching students that have Autism Spectrum Disorder.
We have students from Prep to Year 12. We follow the
Victorian Curriculum and the VCAL Curriculum.
At Eastern Ranges School we have a token system for
good and positive behaviour and we have four school
values, which are:
• Safe
• Respectful
• Responsible
• Learner
It works by displaying good behaviour and teachers
can choose to give us students tokens towards a reward,
if we display a very good and positive behaviour and
attitude. The token system is a part of School Wide
Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) and is starting
to be implemented in other schools in Victoria.
When students receive tokens, they put their tokens
on a chart and when they get to a certain amount e.g.
5, 10, 20 and etc. they can choose to spend the tokens
on any rewards they decide.
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These rewards include:
• Going to a café
• Pizza delivered and paid for from the school
• Free movie tickets
• Free dress day
• PA announcement
• Play in another playground
• Free pens, pencils and erasers
• Free cosmetics
• Free colouring books
The goal of SWPBS is to help students with behaviour
issues at Eastern Ranges, by giving them a sense of
achievement, accomplishment and improvement. We
look forward to hearing how your schools reward system
works with students and we hope you enjoyed our
article and please feel free to share it with your peers.

Thomas Edwards and Matthew McIntyre
Eastern Ranges School students

introduce themselves and say hello to the teachers and
children. Having a strong working relationship with
kinder teachers is an integral part of our transition
program and we will continue to build on these
relationships as the year progresses.
The Prep team held two open mornings during
May, which were well attended and gave parents an
opportunity to see our Prep program in action. It also
gave current students an opportunity to share their
experiences of school life and to show off some of
their work.
During Term 4, we will begin sessions with students
who are enrolled for 2020 in order to enable them to
become familiar with the school environment. They
will also meet teachers and hopefully make new friends.
For more information visit https://ferntree.vic.edu.
au/ or search for us on Facebook @gullynorth.
To book a personalised school tour with our Principal
Sue Dean please phone 9758 1662.
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Fairhills High School Interact Club – MUNA

The Interact Club at Fairhills High School sponsored by
the Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully, consists of a group
of community minded students who conduct projects
to benefit local and international communities. As part
of the relationship with Rotary, two students from the
Interact Club have just attended a two day development
program called the Model United Nations Assembly
(MUNA).
MUNA is a Rotary program based on the United
Nations Assembly. School teams are sponsored by
Rotary Clubs and the event is held in the Legislative
Assembly Chamber at Victoria’s Parliament House.
Students are given a country to represent and are
required to dress according to that country’s culture.
Jordan was the country selected for Fairhills High

School students and they had to argue for or against
certain resolutions requiring them to assume Jordan’s
stance on issues rather than their own.
These sessions at Parliament are open to the public
and this year a number of members from the Rotary
Club of Ferntree Gully, and their teacher, attended to
see the students in action. Watching them debating,
speaking, following procedures etc. was magic. We came
away confident that if our future is in the hands of these
young people, there is certainly hope for Australia.
Members of the Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully plan
to continue offering Fairhills High School the many
excellent development programs Rotary has to offer.

Christine Anderson
President, Ferntree Gully Rotary Club

Geography makes us neighbours
Ferntree Gully home education students take
part in 2019 Australian Geography Competition
Ferntree Gully High School level home education
students in the Alexander family took part in the 25th
annual Australian Geography Competition in April.
Over 73,500 students from around Australia,
including 52 home education students entered the
competition, which is a joint initiative of the Australian
Geography Teachers’ Association and the Royal
Geographical Society of Queensland. Competition
Coordinator, Bernard Fitzpatrick, said that the
competition gave teachers an opportunity to highlight
geography in their schools and challenge their students.
‘With current international affairs, geography is
a vital subject that all young people should study.
Understanding place and people, and the socioeconomic and environmental interactions at local,
regional, national and international scales is important
to the economic and environmental future of Australia,
said Mr Fitzpatrick. Home educating parent Kerry
Alexander said that competitions like the Australian
Geography Competition have an important role
in home education. ‘Driven by my son’s keen
interest, we are currently enjoying a stimulating and
engaging geography program at home. Preparation for
competitions provides another opportunity for home
educated students to increase their knowledge, as well
as some experience of working in test conditions’ said
Mrs Alexander.
Year 11 students from Victoria will be selected to
take part in Geography’s Big Week Out being held on
Kangaroo Island, South Australia in December this year.
From that event, Australia’s team will be chosen for the
2020 International Geography Olympiad being held
in Istanbul, Turkey.
Seeing the competition as a learning opportunity, the
Alexanders enjoyed participating in the competition
and look forward to receiving their results in the next
couple of months.

The Children’s Choir at the Mae Collard School
of Music is a fun and supportive space for
children to sing together.

Choir director Stephanie John studied Music
Theatre at APO Arts Academy and is part of the
a capella group ‘Ginger and Tonic’.

Through weekly sessions, students will develop
confidence and performance skills while singing songs
they love. They will have the chance to meet new friends
and enjoy a sense of community.
The choir runs on Saturday mornings at 9am-9.45am
at the Mae Collard School of Music in Alpine Street and
is open to students and the wider community.

Our music programs
Now taking bookings!

Our music tuition programs and women's
choir nurture a love and enjoyment of music
ENQUIRIES AND ENROLMENTS
W: www.maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
E: info@maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
F: maecollardschoolofmusic | T: 0411 718 422
15, Alpine Street, Ferntree Gully

Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully
Chartered in 1963

We have lots of experience in serving
the community with enthusiasm
Enquiries: Graeme Aspinall 0425 432 290

20 Mountain District Learning Centre
New directions for Mountain
District Learning Centre

Celebrating the life of
Janice Ellen Corben OAM
24 June 1942 – 7 April 2019

Jan’s life was one of dedication which saw her faith
and actions influencing each other. This partnership
of faith and actions contributed richly to the love and
dedication which she showed not only to her family
and cherished friends, but also to those in need in the
community.
Of particular interest to Jan was the empowerment
of women, from which of course came the Mountain
District Women’s Cooperative, now known as the
Mountain District Learning Centre.
Jan was involved with the inception of what began as
The Mountain District Women’s Co-operative or ‘The
Co-op’way back in the 70s. Education was the key to
overcoming many obstacles faced by the women of the
day and education was one of Jan’s fortes. With her
skills she could have chosen a career in a number of
fields that would have paid more, had more prestige,
had far less stress, and fewer hurdles to overcome.
Instead she chose a lowly paid job, with the challenge of
addressing some of the injustices she saw in the world.
The number of lives that have been enriched and saved
from desperation, and continue to be so, is a testament
to Jan’s faithful service.
Whenever Jan’s name is mentioned, MDLC
immediately springs to mind.

Wherever MDLC is mentioned, Jan’s name springs
to mind.
Over the years, the Co-op, with the leadership, insight
and foresight, of which Jan was integral, morphed into
what it is today – meeting the needs of those who, for
various reasons, have slipped through the cracks of the
education system or meeting the needs of those who
are just in need of a community to call their own, a
community with a warm, welcoming and nurturing
environment. Thanks to wonderful and dedicated
staff at MDLC who have carried on in the footsteps of
Jan, even the students say they love coming to school.
After Jan stepped down from the position of Team
Leader, she continued to serve on the Board of
Directors until recently when she was too ill to get to
the meetings.
It is impossible to capture the essence of the Jan that
each of us knew. She was a quiet, strong, unassuming
woman, whose steadfast character and dedication has
made this world a more just and better place.
Jan has done justice to her faith, she has loved
kindness and has walked humbly. Her legacy continues,
not only through the ongoing work of the MDLC, but
through the example of a life well lived. We will miss
her greatly.

The main focus for this year is to have MDLC
registered as a school for 2020, resulting in changes
to the way in which their education programs are
nuanced. It is hoped this will bring a level of stability
and predictability to income streams that is currently
lacking.
Chair of Directors, Chris Markwick, enlarged on the
decision in recent reports to the Board and to Members
of the Mountin District Women’s Co-operative. ‘There
is a great deal of preparation and paper work involved
in bringing this about. Decisions must be made on the
name of the school and the composition of a board to
administer its operations.
‘Site development continues to loom large and we
expect to have news on this front later in the year.
In light of our impending school registration this
development will be vital to its success.
‘We are also communicating with the Uniting
Church regarding security of our tenure of use of their
site over the long term. The buildings on the church site
house a significant part of our operations and programs.
‘Finally, we are prioritising the development of a
framework to attract funding through lobbying with
our local council, philanthropic groups and state and
federal parliamentary representatives.
‘This will provide MDLC with a level of financial
security that will enable us to further develop our
facilities and programs.’

Pat Rivett
Fellow MDLC Director and Friend

You are what this book is all about!

646-99159-7

991597 >

Don’t miss purchasing your copy of Ferntree Gully News, Scenes and
Stories, 2009-17, a recently published collection of stories and photographs
sourced from the first 50 issues of this newspaper.
This beautifully crafted book offers a unique portrait of people,
individual and groups, in a special place and time.The high standard of
the production also enhances the many quality photographs that originally
appeared on newsprint.
The book makes an excellent gift to anyone new to Ferntree Gully, to
former residents or to friends and family overseas.
Purchasing information
Ferntreee Gully News – Scenes and Stories, 2009-17
Priced at $15, copies can be purchased either by cash, eftpos or credit card
payment from: Mountain District Learning Centre Office,
13-15 The Avenue, FTG. And from Ferntree Gully News Agency 2/69
Station Street, Ferntree Gully.
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Join us on Friday mornings at 9 am

ZUMBA GOLD

Dance-fitness classes that provide
modified, low-impact moves for
active older adults- only $10

UNITING CHURCH HALL
6 THE AVENUE, FERNTREE GULLY
Susan 0478 504 441
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Ferntree Gully News turns 10
For the Pythagoreans, 10
was the perfect number.
It linked the concepts of
origin and unity (one) with
multiplicity (all numbers).
What better symbolism could
describe the Ferntree Gully
News as it celebrates 10 years
since its beginning and 10
years of exciting and varied
achievements. There’s also
another connection.
The FTG News was the brainchild of the local traders. It was
2009, the year of the horrific bushfires that devastated so
many areas not far from the Gully. Such devastation left
Gully people shocked and saddened, but also grateful
to their local firefighters whose quick action prevented
outbreaks here from developing into possible tragedy. In
the ensuing inquiries, including the Royal Commission,
it became clear that those communities with strong
connections survived better after catastrophic events.
Mindful of this, many Gully locals were keen to
establish something that would consolidate community
connection. The FTG News was born in the hope that
it would keep the community informed of happenings
and strengthen community links and associations.
The FTG News was immediately supported by the
FTG Village Traders and the Bendigo Bank. The
Mountain District Learning Centre (MDLC) agreed
to auspice the paper and Anne Boyd, with a long
experience at Cambridge University Press, became the
editor.
In its 10 years, the FTG News has told myriad stories
of the community. There are stories of our history. And
there are current stories, which will become our history.
There have been stories of love and loss, of bravery here
and at war, of kindness and generosity, of service to
community. There are stories of the descendants of the

first peoples and of the later arrivals – the white settlers.
Narratives of those who have escaped horrendous
situations to find refuge in the Gully are particularly
touching. Some arrived here, fleeing the scourges of
WWII. Others are from more recent conflicts. Included
in the pages of the News are the local artists and the
organisations that support and inspire them, such as
the Ferntree Gully Arts Society. There are stories of
learning in its many forms, of schools, sports, churches,
community dinners, the U3A and the men’s shed. In
telling these stories the FTG News has become the voice
of the community. It tells us who we are. It tells us who
are neighbours are. It brings us together.
Last year many of the stories were collected into an
anthology, Ferntree Gully News, Scenes and Stories
2009 to 2017. This has created a more permanent
record of the Gully and its many achievements.
With the decline and amalgamation of much of
our media, community newspapers are increasing and
becoming even more crucial in informing and linking
communities. Such interest has resulted in a course on
developing community newspapers being conducted
currently at the MDLC.
Like so many ventures, a newspaper cannot exist
without financial support. It’s the generosity of the

Alex Ruschanow, Nick Wakeling MP and Shirley Dougan (Ferntree Gully Arts Society).

sponsors such as churches,
politicians and community
organisations that make it
happen. And there are also
the local traders who have
been unceasing in their
support with advertisements
from the very start.
The FTG News now has
a team of people who work
tirelessly to acquire and edit
content and who undertake
the very necessary tasks of
administration, gathering
advertisements, creating the design and layout, and
organising delivery to 10,000 residences.
The News’ 10 years of achievement was celebrated
on 10 May. It was very much a community event.
Janet Claringbold, Manager of the MDLC, welcomed
guests and spoke of the history of the paper. News’
participants were congratulated by the Mayor, Jake
Keogh and MP Nick Wakeling. Anne Boyd, Editor,
spoke gratefully of all the support given by sponsors,
traders and so many more community members. She
was proud that the News is achieving what it set out to
do – to consolidate warm community connection by
keeping us informed of where we’ve come from, what
we’re doing and where we’re going.
There was a sumptuous feast amiably prepared and
delivered by Foothills Community Care.
Those ancients of numbers, the Pythagoreans,
would no doubt have appreciated the symbolism and
celebration of the tenth anniversary of the FTG News.
They are testament to the significance of stories. Now
onwards to the next 10 years of the FTG News.

Teresa Cannon
Photos by Barbara Oehring

Sue Wooton (Eastern Region Libraries), Graham Crichton (Ferntree Gully CFA) and his wife
Sylvia.
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Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sean and Rachel Attard
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
www.stthomas.com.au
Tel.9758 0217
Email: sthomasuftg@bigpond.com
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Sunday Services
8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Thoms Place Community Meal
10.00am-2.00pm Friday (not in January)
all are welcome for a cuppa and chat
with lunch served at 12 noon
RAFT Anglican Church
(Rowville and Ferntree Gully Together)
131 Taylors Lane, Rowville
www.raftchurch.org.au
Tel: 9764 2573
Email: admin@raftchurch.org.au
Sunday services
8:30am Traditional
10:30am Family (includes kids & teen churches)
5:00pm Contemporary
Senior Pastor: Hilton Jordan
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church
CityWide Community Church
8/1154 Burwood Hwy, Upper Ferntree Gully
church@citywidecc.com.au
Tel. 0458 381 621
Service time: Sunday 10:00 am
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Pastor Luke
Hi, I’m Luke, the new assistant curate at the parish of
Rowville and Ferntree Gully Anglican Church (RAFT).
Let me tell you a bit about my faith journey and how
I have ended up in your beautiful part of the world as
a pastor.
When I was a kid, I went to Sunday school. After a
while, I knew the answers to most of the questions that
the teacher would ask! I could talk about Jesus, God
and the Bible very easily. I could talk about how Jesus
died on the cross for my sins. However as I grew up, I
began to understand that the Bible talks about following
God in terms of relationship. I understood that being
a Christian involves knowing God personally, made
possible through Jesus’ death, and that Christianity
involved more than going to Church on Sunday and
being a nice person.
There is a Christian parable about a man who found
some hidden treasure in a field, sold all his possessions
and bought that field. Afterwards, he was the happiest
man on earth! The point of the parable is that a life with
God, made possible through Jesus’ death on the cross, is
the most valuable and joyous thing in the world and is
worth pursuing at all costs. That parable really struck a
chord with me and got me to think to myself ‘If I believe
that a life with God is the most important thing in the
world then I want to share that message.’ So, after some
prayer and advice from Christian friends and mentors,
I went off to Bible College and began studies to become
an Anglican pastor. Not every Christian has to do this,

but I felt God calling me to that role.
Six years (and many cups of tea) later I reached
the end of my course and was ordained at St Paul’s
Cathedral. For me, Christianity has been the most
exciting, wild, and remarkable adventure. To know God
through Jesus is breathtaking and trusting God even
when I don’t know all the answers sure can test my faith!
But is it worth it? Absolutely. I wholeheartedly believe
that to be true and am excited about proclaiming that
message as part of my job! I look forward to ministering
in the wonderful community of Rowville and Ferntree
Gully and hope to meet you in person.

Luke

Is church for you?
because of their love for God, but because of the
loving and supportive family environment. If you
have a longing to be part of a community of people
that support each other through the ups and downs of
life – then church is for you.
We would love to meet you and have you join us on
Sunday mornings at 10am. You never know – you just
might love the music, encouraging messages, inspiring
testimonies and amazing faith of everyday normal
people.
Please visit our website at www.citywidecc.com.au
for more information.

Pastors Adrian & Donna Olney

Have you ever wondered if going to church was for you?
This is an age old question which will continue to be
asked by many people for years to come. When people
ask that question, we find the simplest answer is: Give
it a try, you won’t know unless you come.
At CityWide Community Church you will find
genuine people who love coming to church, not only
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Honouring the Mother of All
The Shree Swamiarayan Temple (SSTM) in Boronia
celebrated Mother’s Day in an extraordinary and special
way. Not only did everyone honour and celebrate their
mothers but they included a fund-raising dinner to
honour as mother of all individuals – the Cow.
Why the cow as mother of all?
Think of it this way. In nature there is one creature
whose milk an animal drinks, and that is its mother.
That is true in almost all animal kingdons. So when
you are drinking the milk of a creature you are in one
way giving it the status of your mother. The milk that
is meant for its calf is consumed by you. The cow is
nourishing you in some way.
Not only do we drink milk, we also get the following
precious things from the cow’s milk: ghee, butter,
cheese and manure used to fertilise crops for agriculture
and food production. That is why we give the cow
the honour of the mother and respect her in Hindu
spirituality.
The dinner was to raise funds for the welfare of cows
affected by drought and sickness. In Australia drought
leads to lack of fodder and cows starving. The same
happens in India though on a much bigger scale.
During the evening the Pandit (scholar) led the
people in prayers and the Poojan (rituals) of the Mother.
As adults and children alike honoured their own
special and beautiful mothers and acknowledged their

care, the atmosphere became emotional, even to tears.
The team at SSTM were proud of the funds raised
and the celebration of Mother’s Day with remarkable
memories for all.
The Shree Swaminarayan temple is in Wadhurst Drive
Boronia.

They carry out a full calendar of events to support the
spiritual and social needs of the Hindu community in
Knox and help them feel looked after.
See the website for more details.

Honouring Christ’s Easter journey
By the time you are reading this
Easter will be well and truly passed
and uneaten Easter eggs will be
nearly passed their Use-by Date.
However, we would like to share
with you our Easter journey.
Our journey began at a Maundy Thursday service
conducted at Bayswater Uniting Church. Maundy
Thursday commemorates the Last Supper of Jesus,
and the washing of the feet. It is a beautiful Service,
conducted by candle light. One by one the candles are
extinguished until, at the end of the Service, the people
leave in darkness and in silence.
The next day, Good Friday, we took part in the Easter
Walk, ending up at St. John’s church in Forest Road for a

service of the Stations of the Cross. You may have seen
us on Good Friday morning, wending our way down
Station Street, Selman Avenue, Burwood Highway then
Forest Road. After the Service we enjoyed a morning
tea of hot-cross buns washed down with tea, coffee and
plenty of good fellowship.
Easter Sunday began in the dark at 6:30 a.m. at the
Arboretum, where we joined with the Boronia Road
Uniting congregation to celebrate “He is risen”. Rev.
Ann Scull led us in a short service, then had prepared
for us a breakfast of raw fish and bread dough, which
was cooked over an open fire, with butter and special
herbs and spices. Yummy!
Then, as you may have noticed if you had passed
the church during the Easter break, some of our

congregation came back to decorate the cross. This has
become an annual ritual, where people bring along any
flowers they have in their garden, the cross is covered in
wire, and the flowers, and felt butterflies, are arranged
to form a beautiful symbol of new and abundant life.
May we take this opportunity to wish that Easter’s
new and abundant life will be made known to you all
over the coming year.

Pat Rivett
Ferntree Gully Uniting Church

Celebrating the 2019 Ecumenical
World Day of Prayer at the Ferntree
Gully Salvation Army church. The
theme was ‘The Women of Slovenia’.
Gathering outside the Ferntree
Gully Uniting Church for the
2019 Good Friday Walk.
Thanks to Gordon Veerasawmy for photographs.
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24 Point of View
Organic Dutchman
It’s late autumn. Daytime temperatures are not bad. It’s
still OK to sit outside in long trousers and a vest and a
cap and maybe indulge in a little vegetable broth with
cheese on homemade bread. Yet mild lunchtimes or not,
Wim has decided it’s time. He has been in this caper
for a while now and he senses the changing weather
pattern. He has stood outside watching the skies and
he feels the night chill. Yes. It’s time. The barn has
been washed out and is empty, except for a couple of
black and white beasts with foot problems. They are
on the mend.
As I sit in the kitchen with my cup of tea I can see
directly into the barn through two glass doors. When
the barn is full Wim can sit in his lounge chair and
watch his television with one eye and survey his cows
with the other. Wim is a dairy farmer. He lives in a
two storey house that has belonged to his family for
three hundred years. No, I didn’t make a mistake.
That’s three hundred years. The stone building located
south-east of Delft is still functional and intact, and
apart from electrical wiring, appliances and the glass
doors, it appears to be authentic eighteenth century
architecture. Hay bales are stored in the roof cavity
during the summer months and dropped down into

the cattle pens for three or four of the coldest months
of the year.
Wim pulls on his bib-and-brace overalls, dons his cap,
and steps outside into his clogs. I’m not kidding. He
works his farm in yellow clogs. He walks down along
the cobblestone path to his paddock, opens the gate
and calls his herd home. The land is flat. Pool table flat.
There are no fences. Paddocks are divided by two metre
wide canals. The cattle have also felt the night-time cold.
They know what’s coming. It might be a little cramped,
but they’ll be warm and well fed for the winter. They
come to the call. ‘Com op, com op’. I don’t really know
what he called, but it sounded like, ‘Com op’. They
came up and one by one, with seemingly no regrets,
they filed amiably along the cobbles, into the barn and
found their corrals where they would remain for the icy
winter months of Holland. But for Wim, after 300 years
of this same routine, there is a new problem.
Wim is a cousin-in-law. He is a Van Winden and
a certified organic farmer. It’s a rare thing in The
Netherlands. His product is valued and fetches a tidy
return that was just sufficient to sustain him and his
family. He used to run 72 cows. New regulation,
however, right or wrong, has determined that in order

to retain his organic classification, and to manage
happier cows in his 300 year old barn, he would have
to undertake major renovations or reduce his herd to
36. How do you modernise a museum, a living ancient
building and still retain its purpose and its character?
I guess you don’t.
Wim could keep his 72 cows and drop his organic
label, but for him it’s a matter of principle. So
Wim now has 36 cows that don’t produce enough
milk for a sustainable business. Maybe I’m a little
anthropocentric, and, yes I can see both sides of the
story, but somehow I reckon that there in Delft was a
long term contract between man and beast – ‘I’ll look
after you if you look after me’. A social contract. That
sort of reasoning probably now won’t survive along
with a 300 year old family dairy and 36 cows. They
looked pretty happy and healthy to me. And I think
to myself, it’s an impressionist’s painting of our own
lives. What has happened to our own social contract?
A sad reflection really.

Peter Stagg 2019

The memory of a good mother
Lia Unmack who wrote about her Dutch immigrant
family for Ferntree Gully News in 2017 ended her
article: ‘I could write a book but I will leave that for
another time’. Mother’s Day this year inspired Lia
to write again with more memories of her mother,
Elizabeth Ruigrok.
My mother passed away on 12 April 2005. She has
always held a special place in my heart.
She was a very simple person, working beside my dad
and her children on their flower farm in Monbulk. For
her it was all about making things easier for my dad. We
all had to do our share, but she always did well beyond
what was expected.
I remember all the little things about her, how she
was always embarrassed about her hands. On Sundays
she would put on her white gloves to hide her farm
working hands before going to church.
My mother was a very generous woman. On many
occasions dad would have to stop her from giving her
possessions away to people whom she thought needed
them more then she did. I think part of that was because
she came from a big family.
When we migrated to Australia in 1954 she left
behind four brothers and nine sisters. I can only
imagine how hard it was for their family, but most of
her stories over the years were about joy even though
she missed them all so much.
Most of her spare time, she spent writing letters to
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her family back home. She always had so much to
say: big trees, bull ants, lizards, magpies, our beautiful
Australian neighbours on both sides who helped us so
much with our English and all our difficulties over the
first years of coming to Australia.
Back then, the trees terrified all of us, especially
mum. I guess coming from a country like Holland to
Monbulk in the Hills must have been quite a shock,
but after some time she described Australia as the most
beautiful country in the world. She always said coming
to Australia was the best thing they did for their family.
My mother was my greatest influence in my
childhood. Her strength and truth taught me courage
and hope; her faith in prayer and her devotion to her
family were never ending. She taught her family right
from wrong, to be strong no matter what life brings
your way. Her warmth and caring ways brought me to
adulthood. She was a woman with unforgettable tales
of suffering and joy. In truth, ‘she has been a hard act
to follow’.
When dad got sick mum was in a wheelchair so my
sister Anne took them both into her home. When
dad passed away, mum lived another seven years.
Unfortunately she was confined to a wheelchair and
spent her last years in Dutch Care. She would say, ‘I
have still so much to do. I have a big family to pray
for’. She would pray for all the staff and residents where
she was living. She attended church service and loved
reading her Bible.

She made it her job to fold washing for the staff in
Dutch Care. She was kind and grateful for all that
was done for her. She loved sitting at the dinner table
waiting for her food and making conversation to all
who sat down with her. She loved her food right till
the end. Before any of us visiting left her room she was
off in her wheelchair looking for that person she knew
who never had visitors.
I have a sheet of paper with her hand print on it, a
reminder of all the work this woman did for her family
and many others in her life. I can’t see her now, but the
memory of a good mother will always remain.

Lia Unmack

This photo was taken the night before the family left
Holland in 1954.
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Dawn Service. The Quarry
Stars.
Just a few, lighting the path down the hill.
No birdsong, not yet.
Just a soft murmuring of voices as we make our way by
torchlight towards the water.
We stand in an arc watching for the quarry walls to
appear in the coming light. We listen to the readings.
Welcome to Country. The words from a soldier’s war
diary, capturing the sense of waiting as he stood in a
boat, vulnerable, listening, watching in the darkness.
We listen as we are reminded that not many are left to
recall what happened in that World War or the one that
followed. We speak the names of those we know who
have served. We listen to the Ode for the Fallen. The
notes of the bugle echo off the rock face.
Four schoolboys lead us in singing. We listen as the
dawn creeps closer and a lone kookaburra begins to sing.

Beverley Mills

Anzac Day service at the Knox War
Memorial

This wreath was made by children at Mountain Gate
preschool. Their teacher laid the wreath at the foot of the
flag at the dawn service in the Quarry. Later in the day it
was placed among the many wreaths at the War Memorial
in the Arboretum.

Hurtle Lupton assisting a member of the community to lay
a wreath on ANZAC Day.

Lists

Passenger List leaving UK 1890-1960
Name Thomas Sidney Pidgeon
Departure 9 October 1913
Category of Ship Travel and Migration

Field Service List
Killed in Action
Name Thomas Sidney Pidgeon
Date of death 15 May 1915 Gallipoli

More than 320 people attended the Knox War
Memorial to commemorate the 104th anniversary of
the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps landing
on the Gallipoli Peninsula. Conducted by the Peace
and Loyalty Masonic Lodge for the third year, tribute
was also paid to the men and women who served in the
later conflicts that involved Australia.
Nick Wakeling MP, State Member for Ferntree Gully
read from a letter written by his grandfather while in a
trench, under fire from the Turkish soldiers at ANZAC
Cove. The letter provided details of the feelings and fears
of the soldiers at that dreadful time.
Members of several local organisations together with
the general public paid their respects to those who made
the ultimate sacrifice including soldiers from the Knox
area who are buried in one of the many cemeteries
scattered across the peninsula: William Dawkins,
Thomas Forde, William Head, Thomas Kelly, Roy Stone
and Walter Turnbull. Their courage and dedication call
for today’s generations to uphold the ANZAC tradition
that makes Australia great.
The Peace and Loyalty Masonic Lodge formed in
List of Effects sent to next of kin
1920,
stems from the end of World War I. The Lodge
One brown paper parcel
Contents purse, three coins, cigarette case, ring, is so named as it was established in a time of peace,
and ‘Loyalty’ represents the loyalty given to king and
testament, h’chief
country.

Lest We Forget

Beverley Mills
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26 What's On
‘Winter is the time for
comfort, for good food
and warmth’ Edith
Sitwell
Winter is definitely
upon us, yet as tempting
as it may be to stay
inside where it’s nice and
warm, there is still plenty of fun filled,
interesting things for us to do out in the
community to keep ourselves healthy, fit
and happy.

Diana Roggenbucke
EACH – 1300 003 224
Low-Moderate Exercise Group
Low to moderate intensity exercises for people with
muscular, skeletal and neural conditions. It combines
low impact aerobics, strength training and stretching.
Keep Active: General exercise group with a variety of
movement types
Conditioning: Exercise designed to build up strength
and stability
Strength: Specifically for postural correction and joint
strength
When:
Keep Active: Friday 11:00am -12:00pm
Conditioning: Monday 10:00am – 11:00am
Strength: Tuesday 11:00am – 12:00pm
Where: EACH Ferntree Gully site – 1063 Burwood
Highway, Ferntree Gully
Cost: $8 per session
Further Details: Assessment required.

Youth Health Clinic

Youth Health Clinic operates at the Knox Ozone
Headspace site. This is a free service for young people
aged 12 to 25 years. Young people can speak to a nurse
about a range of health care issues including: sexual
health, mental health, drugs and alcohol. You can make
an appointment by calling or just drop in.
When: Thursdays
Where: Knox Ozone Headspace site
Time: 3:30pm – 7:00pm
Tel: 9801 6088

Mindful Movements

Paying attention to the body. Have you completed
Wise Minds Wise Choices or other mindfulness courses
and are keen to learn more? This course provides an
opportunity to explore the wisdom of the body. We
can discover where are holding our past challenges and
address them through paying attention to our bodies,
and mindful movement.
When: Monday 13 May – 20 June
Where: Boronia Road site – 93 Boronia Road, Boronia
Time: 10:00am – 11:30am
Cost: Gold coin donation per session
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MBS Diabetes Clinic

A service for anyone with diabetes requiring blood
glucose monitoring and equipment.
The clinic provides consultations which cover:
• An initial diabetes health assessment
• A second appointment focusing on blood glucose
monitoring and education which includes meter
and equipment provision
A specific referral with a management care plan from
your GP is required.
Where: Burwood Highway site – 1063 Burwood
Highway Ferntree Gully
Cost: Bulk billed under Medicare.

Recipe Swap Club

Bring a plate if you wish to share your favourite recipe.
Recipe Swap Club will run on the first Tuesday of the
month in June, July and August. Come to one session
or come to all.
When: Tuesday 4 June
Where: Rowville Library, Stud Park Shopping Centre,
Stud Road, Rowville
Time: 2:00pm – 3:00pm
Tel: 9800 6443

Strategies for Better Sleep

Do you have trouble falling asleep, staying asleep or
waking up in the morning feeling like you haven’t
slept at all? Come along for a free workshop with our
naturopath to learn natural strategies than can help you
get a better night’s sleep.
When: Wednesday 12 June
Where: Knox Chiropractic & Wellness, 14/603
Boronia Road, Wantirna
Time: 12:00pm – 1:00pm
Tel: 9800 5350
Email: admin@knoxchiropractic.com.au

Knox Young Parent Group

The Knox Young Parents Group is a program that offers
support, information, activities and guest speakers.
The group is for parents under the age of 25 with a
baby under 12 months.
Parents and their babies meet each Friday (excluding
school holidays) at the Youth Information centre.
For more information, or to join the group, contact
Michelle Pascoe, Community Youth Worker, Knox
City Council Youth Services.
When: Friday
Where: Youth Information Centre – 2 Capital City
Boulevard, Westfield Knox, Wantirna Sth
Time: 10:00am – 12:00pm
Tel: 9298 8311 or email: michelle.pascoe@knox.vic.
gov.au

Wantirna Evening View Club

Wantirna Evening View Club is a group of friendly
women who meet to enjoy a social environment whilst
raising valuable funds for The Smith Family Learning
For Life Program.
We meet at 7pm for a 7.30 start on the 1st Wednesday
of the month at The Wantirna Club, 350 Stud Road,

Wantirna 3152 (opposite Villa Maria). A lift is available
at the venue.
We enjoy a delicious two course meal plus tea and coffee
for $30.00 and we have an interesting guest speaker at
each meeting.
We would love new members to join - so come along
to meet and chat with us to decide if our friendship is
what is missing from your life!
For more information please call Kate, our President,
on 0421 650 684.

Change of date - Rick Charles event

The date of the ‘Afternoon tea and singing with Rick
Charles’ event that is advertised in the May to August
Knox Over 55s Zest4Life brochure has changed. The
event was advertised as Thursday 15 August 2019,
however, it has been moved to Friday 22 August 2019.
Includes rock and roll hits from the 50s and 60s.
Where: Knoxfield 55 Plus Club, Carrington Park, 20
O’Connor Road, Knoxfield
Cost: $15 and bookings are essential.
Contact: Bill on 9763 7944 (please leave a detailed
message if unattended).
Vision Impaired Table Tennis - free
Croydon Vision Impaired Table Tennis Club invites you
to join for fun and competition! This is an all inclusive
game of table tennis that has been adapted for people
with vision impairment. It is a fun game with plenty
of laughter and good cheer, so come along and join us.
All abilities and ages welcome!
Where: Table Tennis Stadium at Kilsyth Sports Centre,
Liverpool Road, Kilsyth
When: Every Tuesday night
Time: 6.00 pm
Cost:
Free
Telephone: Wayne Hyland 0497 905 638 or
flinghyland@iinet.net.au

Bright Ideas Network Meetings

The Knox Bright Ideas network provides the
opportunity to share current and future challenges for
Knox seniors and to develop ideas and opportunities
which actively support seniors to contribute and
participate in the Knox Community. The network holds
bi-monthly meetings at various venues. knox.vic.gov.au
Where: Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 646 Burwood
Highway Knoxfield
When: 19 June 2pm to 3.30 pm
Where: Knox Civic Centre (Room 3)
When: 17 July 2pm to 3.30 pm

Funtime Storytime with Ferntree Gully
Library and the CFA

Sue, Fiona and Rusty Arnold the teddy bear from the
Ferntree Gully Library will join Graham, April and
Alan from the CFA for a fun story, a fire safety show,
songs and craft activities plus a look at the fire trucks.
Date: Friday 5 July
Time: 10.30am
Venue: Ferntree Gully CFA, 5-7 The Avenue, Ferntree
Gully
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Playtime

Cost: Free
Ages: 4-9 years
Bookings essential: Phone 1300 737 277 or go to
events.yourlibrary.com.au

Life Activities Club Knox

Life Activities Club Knox are visiting The Light Horse
and Field Artillery Museum, a private collection of
memorabilia dedicated to the memory of animals used
during the wars. Horses, rats, everything, and the roles
they played in the wars. Would you like to join us for
outings such as this?
For more information, and /or a copy of our newsletter,
please ring Carol: 9727 2726

Fashion Parade

Miranda Kerr won’t be in town but that will not deter
the models from the Angliss Hospital Auxiliary from
gracing the catwalk. The annual fashion parade will be
held on Tuesday 16 July at 10.30am beginning with
morning tea and followed by lunch. Cost is only $15.00
and includes a two course meal. This is the most popular
fundraiser for the year, so please come and help celebrate
the auxiliary’s 80th birthday. Funds are raised for much
needed pieces of medical equipment which governments
don’t supply. Community support is welcome, as that in
turn helps benefit the whole local community.
Bookings are essential. To guarantee a seat, please
contact Denise Gravatt.
Phone: 0414 683 796 or email gravattdenise@gmail.
com

Your community contacts
Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com

Knox Baseball Club Gilbert Park David Rice 0419 330 323
FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt www.knoxbaseball.com.au
Knox Community Gardens Society Inc. Mobile 0490 970
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
722 knoxcommunitygardens@gmail.com
Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316
playing at Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Anne McPherson 9801 2771, fourth
Mondays, Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association 9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677

Knox District Woodworkers Club Lynette Hartley 9758
9605

Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup frplaygroup@gmail.com .
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457 460 313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed
gullymenshed34@gmail.com
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm

Rotary Club of FTG Secretary Graeme Aspinall gas95992@
bigpond.net.au Thursdays 6.45pm
Rowville Seniors Sports 9763 7400
St John’s Tecoma Cricket Club. Talaskia Reserve. Mark
0404 029 418 stjohnstecomacc.com
U3A Knox 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club, Kings Park. Kim
Winters 0409 559 800. www.uftgcc.com.au
Upwey Country Music Graham 03 5964 8298

Knox Environment Society www.kes.org.au
Knox Exercise & Social Group.
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays 1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary: 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library 10am-12pm Fridays and Saturdays
0424 265 790
Life Activities Club Knox Margaret 9762 4332
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garvey 0400 823 441,
1st and 3rd Wednesday
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-11.30am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday,
Carrington Park

Barbara Oehring took this photograph of the Easter Sunday
story-telling at Millers Homestead. The event was a Family
Fun Day organised by Knox Council.
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Opp Shops
Angliss Hospital Opp Shop____ K6

Ferntree Gully Village

4/101 Station Street

Hills Church Opp Shop_______ K3
18 Alpine Street 9758 1201
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Accountants
Books ‘n BAS Services _______ M5
75 Station Street 0412 085 023

Gusner & Associates ________ K5
81 Station Street 9758 5888

Antiques, Gifts, Appliances
Cignall__________________J6
2/101 Station Street 9753 6776

FTG Gifts & Accessories Smoke __ I3
3/1 Alpine Street 0402 335 962

Arts and Crafts
Joe’s Picture Framing Gallery__ K2
50 Forest Road 9758 0001
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Capelli Hair Studio __________J7

Cake Decorations
Jennifer Anne’s Cakes ________ I6

11/101 Station Street 9758 8554

Kypri & Co Unisex Hair Design __ I4

1/107 Station Street 9758 0990

Cafés
Around The Bend__________ E7
121 Station Street 0434 959 255

Two Baristas _____________ K7
7/101 Station Street 9753 5058

Salte ___________________J3
9 Alpine Street 9756 0306

Bakeries
Alpine Street Bakery _______ K3
12 Alpine Street

Ferngully Bakery __________ H5

1/41 Forest Road 9758 4966

at Ferntree Gully Newsagency
2/69 Station Street 9758 1343

Empire Wash_____________ E7
129 Station Street

Internet Laundrette_________J3
7 Alpine Street 04193 67267

Mark’s Quality Shoe Repairs __ M5
73 Station Street 9758 4269

Computer Services
Cartridge World___________ G7
109 Station Street 9758 1299

100 Station Street

IT WIFI _________________ G7

Banking
Bendigo Bank ____________ O5

PC & Laptop _____________ K3

67 Station Street 9756 0332

Books, Records, Newsagency
Captain Stomp New Vinyl Records_ L2
46 Forest Road 9752 3740

Ferntree Gully Newsagency___ O5
2/69 Station Street 9758 1343

Julian Wood Bookseller _____ O5
1/69 Station Street 9752 2588

109 Station Street 1300 489 434
16 Alpine Street 9758 5766

Florist

52 Forest Road 9778 3414

Post Office
FTG Licensed Post Office _____ O5
65-67 Station Street 9758 7822

Restaurants
Ferntree Thai ____________ H6
2/107 Station Street
9758 6464/043323147

Flame Trees Burger Bar _____ L2
36-40 Forest Road 9758 4829

Loi Eng Restaurant ________ E7
113 Station Street 9758 1818

Paddy’s Tavern ___________ M2
34 Forest Road 9752 3081

Mumbai Grill_____________ L2
42 Forest Road 9752 3443

Nature’s Beauty Secrets ______J7
Rave Hair & Beauty _________J7

Foodworks & Liquor _________J3

The Avenue Hairdressing ____ M6

Takeaway Food
Chook Station ____________ F7

5/1 Alpine Street 9758 8555

6/101 Station Street 9758 9122
1/101 Station Street 9758 8076
1 The Avenue 9758 3113

Va Hair Do _______________J3
5 Alpine Street 9758 9933

Health and Fitness

3/107 Station Street 9752 3999
10-12 Alpine Street 9758 7100

2/115 Station Street 9753 6266

Gully Fish Shop ____________ I5
92 Station Street 9758 3972

Coaching Zone ___________ H5

Fat Chef’s Pizzeria __________J7

Sequence Hynopsis ________ E7

Fish & Chips on Station Street _ M5

Ferntree Gully Foot Clinic _____J4

Veterinarian
Foothills Veterinary Clinic ____ L7

94-98 Station Street 0405 662 799
125 Station Street 0401 909 941
1/1 Alpine Street 9753 6222

Forest Road Chiropractic _____ K2
48 Forest Road 9758 8522

Gully Physiotherapy Clinic_____J4
2/1 Alpine Street 9758 9111

10/101 Station Street 9752 3237
71 Station Street 9758 1618

5/101 Station Street 9752 3555

Other Services
Gully Tattoo _____________ G5
100B Station Street 9758 0565

Mountain View Denture Clinic__ E7

IFTI Community Hub _______ 8B

Serene Body Therapy _______ E8

Knoxbrooke Basecamp _______ I5

127 Station Street 0412 058 0798

88 Station Street 9758 3666

Station 75B Massage Shop ___ M5

Loans One ______________ E3

Sunflower Massage ________ M5

Mountain District
Learning Centre __________ O9

123 Station Street 0447 648 484

75B Station Street 0412 588 165/9758 3860
83 Station Street 0416 646 797

2 Francis Crescent 9778 3617

6/170 Underwood Road 1300 524 472

Next Level Fitness _________ F3

13-15 The Avenue 9758 7859

Yoga Balance ____________ K3

20 Alpine Street 9758 3458

1-3/170 Underwood Road 9753 5781

Hair and Beauty

14 Alpine Street 9762 6069

Andrey Continental Gents
Hairstylist _______________J7

Pick Me Up Mowers ________ L2

3/101 Station Street 9758 6551

85 Station Street 9758 2020

Supermarkets
Ferntree Gully IGA _________ H6
Food and liquor

Cherry Gay Florist __________ I3
35-37 Forest Road 9758 3721 / 9758 2619

32 Forest Road 9758 8501

Lawnmowers
44 Forest Road 9752 3380

Supermutts Dog Grooming ___ K3
Where There’s a Witch
There’s a Way _____________J7
8/101 Station Street 9752 3475

Compiled by The Ferntree Gully Traders Inc. March 2019
Designed by Pete Rowe, Bulldog Creatrix
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Clothing Services
Ferntree Gully Dry Cleaning___ O5

41 Forest Road 9758 2081

P

13/101 Station Street 9758 1069

ATMs
67 Station Street __________ O5
3/107 Station Street_________ I6
47 Forest Road, at Apollo Fuel__ G3
Automotive Services
Apollo Fuel ______________ G3
Rohde Smash Repairs_______ H3

M N O

Beyond Bella Hair & Beauty___ P2

Rapture ________________ H3

47 Forest Road 9758 0333
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Butcher
Marty’s Meat Supply ________ I6

The Hut Gallery ___________ D3
157 Underwood Road 9758 8955
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Pharmacy
Ferntree Gully Pharmacy _____J6
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