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Koala sightings in Ferntree Gully 
National Park have been rare in 
recent times – some in the 1990s, 
one in 2005. It is hard to know 
where this koala has come from.
Perhaps strayed from Olinda forest 
where they are seen more often? Or 
maybe someone has released the 
animal into the wild? 

Welcome stranger
Local resident Jeff Preston has 
sighted a koala in the forest above 
Ferntree Gully Village. 

And what are the chances this 
vulnerable marsupial, a national 
icon, will survive so close to 
suburban streets? See page 17 for 
more of the story. 

Other newcomers reported in this 
issue are: IFTI, the Institute for Future 
Technology and Innovations, a new 
community hub in the Village (page 
8). Also a page 22 article reports 
our region’s continuing support for 
refugees coming into the Asylum 
Seekers Centre in Dandenong. 
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Ferntree Gully News first appeared in 2009. There are now more 
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Contact us
Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open:  Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056 (Tuesdays or leave a message) 
Email: gullynews@gmail.com

Disclaimer
The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are not necessarily 
those of  the supporting organisations unless acknowledged as 
such. No endorsement of  products and services is implied by the 
listing of  advertisers and sponsors. While every effort is taken to 
print contributions accurately, the publishers take no responsibility 
for errors.

Find Ferntree Gully online
The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing. 
The newspaper website is ferntreegullynews.com 
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District Learning Centre is mdlc.
com.au For news and events: ferntreegully.vic.au 
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au

If you would like to deliver Ferntree Gully News, 
please contact John McMillan 0468 364 331 for zone 
maps and briefing. The paper comes out six times a 
year and it’s good exercise!

From the editor

Home Page

Ferntree Gully News
A volunteer produced, bi-monthly, community newspaper 
published by the Mountain District Learning Centre in 
collaboration with the Ferntree Gully Village Traders Inc. The 
paper aims to build and strengthen community in Ferntree 
Gully by reporting on the stories and activities of  people and  
groups in the Gully. 

For your diary
February
3 to 24  Exhibitions at Hut Gallery  page 16
3 Country music  page  26
23 Farmers Market  page 8

March
3  World Day of Prayer  page 23
2 and 3  Knox Festival  page 3
3 to 24 Exhibitions at Hut Gallery  page 16
16-17 Knox Relay for Life page 17 
23 Farmers Market  page 8
23-24 The Basin Music Festival

Join us
If you would like to help, either with gathering or editing 
news, stories and photos, managing advertisements or 
delivering the paper, contact Anne Boyd 9758 8278 or 
John McMillan 0468 364 331, or call in at our office 
at No. 8 The Avenue.
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Gully News volunteer, Beth Duffy  taking a break on the Alps to Ocean bike ride in New Zealand’s South Island.

Advertising
Advertise your business in Ferntree Gully News 
Prices begin at $60 inc. GST for an ad size 60mm 
deep x 80mm wide.

Welcome to 2019 and to our tenth year of 
publishing Ferntree Gully News. Of course this is 
a small annniversary compared to others this year: 
45th for Mountain District Learning Centre; 75th 
for the Ferntree Gully Arts Society; 30 years since 
the fall of the Berlin Wall; 80 since the outbreak of 
World War Two!  (Let’s keep a sense of proportion.)

As Phyllida Rose says in her review of our recently 
published anthology (page 4), ‘this paper is now 
hitting its straps’. While the core of the paper is 
the news  from community groups, more and more 
readers are sending stories, poems and pictures. Are 
they recognising in the newspaper the possibilities 
for a rich mosaic reflecting a diverse community?  

So please keep sending in your contributions. And 
keep supporting our advertisers. Nearly all are small 
local businesses, struggling like the rest of us to cope 
with rapid change. Ferntree Gully’s four shopping 
strips are important public spaces, places where 
people meet and enjoy, just as much as in the parks 
and sports grounds.  We want them to flourish. 

Another theme emerging lately is the increase 
in community groups providing regular free meals 
to the public.  This is both an ominous sign of 
problems to be addressed across the country and 
an opportunity for local response. Read about the 
various groups looking for volunteers and gifts of 
food. 

Congratulations to winners and nominees in the 
Knox Australia Day Awards and to all the young 
recipients of Aston, Endeavour and Rotary Awards 
(pages 3, 18 and19). Their generosity and skills are 
inspiring. 
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Knox City Council marked Australia Day 2019 by 
honouring some of its leading community members, 
while also welcoming those who have become our 
newest Australian citizens. 

In front of an appreciative crowd at the Civic Centre, 
recipients of the Knox Local Australia Day Awards 2019 
were recognised for their selfless spirit, dedication and 
leadership in the service of our community. 
The 2019 recipients are: 
Citizen of the Year: Andrea Cobern and Johann 
Poppenbeck (joint winners). Andrea was nominated 
for encouraging and supporting local talent in the 
performing arts. Johann was nominated  for his 
volunteering activities with the Knox Churches Soccer 
Club.  (See pages 11 and 16.)
Young Citizen of the Year: Joel Porter. Joel was 
nominated for his efforts to establish the ‘Stop Bullying 
Now Foundation’ and raise awareness for internet 
stalking. (See page 19.)
Volunteer of the Year: Lyn Shepherd. Lyn was 
nominated  for her dedication to volunteer work and 
developing community sports. (See page 11.)
Elder Citizen of the Year: George and Pat Hetrel 
(joint winners). George and Pat  were nominated 
in recognition of their involvement and support of 
the community, charities and cultural organisations.  
(page11.)
Local Hero: Shameela Essop. Shameela Essop 
was nominated  for her commitment to fostering 
intercultural relations in the municipality of Knox and 
beyond. (See page 23.)

Knox Local Australia Day Awards

Choosing the awardees from among  the many people 
nominated involved difficult decisions and all those 
nominated were presented certificates of appreciation 
for their dedication to community. 

Festivities also included a special flag-raising ceremony 
and an Australian Citizenship Ceremony, during which 
140 Knox residents from 28 countries became official 
citizens of Australia. 

Ferntree Gully News February 2019

Australia Day Awards
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Stories and photographs chosen from 50 issues of the 
Ferntree Gully News have been crafted into a fine little 
book, celebrating both the newspaper and its vibrant 
community!

Flip through this glossy iPad-sized volume, with its 
spacious design and 144 pages full of coloured photos.  
Start browsing.  The material is arranged into years, 
with one newspaper cover-page to open each section.  
Find the little index, listing articles about over 70 local 
groups and individuals.  See tongue-in-cheek Gully folk 
pictured abroad, perusing their Gully News.  ‘Read on,’ 
they tease, ‘this double story of our paper and people.’

This book tells the story of the Ferntree Gully 
News: tentative beginnings, finding its role, hitting 
its straps.  In these times of media disruption, the 
existence, survival and solvency of a not-for-profit 
newspaper, built with much donated work, is already 
an achievement deserving honour.  However, this 
bi-monthly publication grows – more pages, more 
advertisers, larger circulation and an increasing band 
of volunteers.  The secret of such success is reflecting 
and serving the community.

So above all, this book tells the story of the local 
community.  Discover it for yourself, because a brief 
review cannot do justice to the depth and scope of this 
kaleidoscopic anthology.  Some general themes emerge.  
A place that ‘abounds in nature’s gifts’ safeguarded by 
Wurundjeri custodians, is gradually settled by migrants 
from afar, who work with dedication to raise their 
families and share their skills.  We meet generations 
facing challenge and change, who fight fires, and go off 
to wars and tend the soil.  Here are so many generous 
and talented ordinary people building homes, having 
fun, starting organisations.  They give their vitality to 
schools, sports clubs, charities, churches, businesses, 
hospitals, monuments, museums.  And from this home 
base, Gully citizens look outwards, to help the needy, 

to explore the past, to create artistic beauty, to connect 
with the future.  It is an optimistic and positive tale, to 
make you proud indeed!

Memorable incidents crowd the pages.  There are 
pioneers, like the weary 1866 visitor to the FTG hotel 
who got dirty taking a shower-bath by the creek, and 
The Avenue vicar, Rev. Newton, visiting his flock on 
horseback in 1903, or the families of the ‘Mountain 
Gate Estate’ in the 1960s.  More recently, a club for 
women who wear crazy red hats ride together on Puffing 
Billy.  A local expert offers U3A classes about caves 
on the ancient Silk Road.  Cooks are advised to fence 
children from wasabi.  The cemetery opens a new grove, 
and 90 of the 385 new niches are quickly purchased.

Scores of coloured photographs animate this volume.  
Many are thoughtfully composed, artistic, beguiling.  
Consider the rubber-limbed children climbing on a 

Where to buy
Ferntreee Gully News – Scenes and Stories, 2009-17 
Priced at $15, copies can be purchased  by cash, 
eftpos or credit card payment from: Mountain 
District Learning Centre Office,13-15 The 
Avenue, FTG. And from Ferntree Gully News 
Agency 2/69 Station Street, Ferntree Gully. 

This book is a selection of stories and photographs gathered 
from the first fifty issues of  the community newspaper,
Ferntree Gully News.

Part personal stories, especially of migrants who ‘made a 
home in the Gully’, part celebration of some of Victoria’s
oldest sports and arts groups, part evocations of a special 
place facing twenty-first century change, the book form gives 
some permanence to the ephemeral nature of a bi-monthly 
newspaper.

It does more than this. Launched only months after the 
devastation of Black Saturday bushfires in 2009, Ferntree 
Gully News has reported local stories around the underlying 
agenda of maintaining community in an ‘edge’ place,
between the forested slopes of the Dandenong Ranges and 
the increasingly urbanised fringes of the city of Melbourne.

Follow the story of the newspaper as it gathers confidence 
over eight years, or dip in anywhere to enjoy the
conversations of a generous and engaged community.

9 780646 991597 >

ISBN 978-0-646-99159-7

rock wall, or the group including toddlers at the Gully 
Men’s Shed.  Two dozen black and white photos link 
us to earlier times.  Compare the Eagles football team 
in 1913, and a hundred years later, the modern team, 
sporting their heritage-design jumpers!

On the downside, the book has a restrained literate 
style, and some readers might prefer a more casual or 
journalistic approach.  Issues of modern technology and 
popular culture are largely absent.  A contents list of all 
the articles, including the original newspaper references, 
would be a useful improvement.

Despite not fulfilling all our wishes, the book is a 
virtuoso achievement! Congratulations to every one of 
those impressively numerous contributors!

The book is modestly priced and would make an 
ideal gift or souvenir.  Every waiting-room, guestroom, 
clubroom, coffee-table and bookshelf in Ferntree Gully 
needs a copy.  At last too, we can recycle our bulky 
hoarded precious back-issues of the newspaper.  Instead 
the book offers our Gully News fix in a nutshell, and 
hours of pleasure! Why not buy it?

Phyllida Rose

Writing our place 
Behind the scenes at Ferntree Gully News
Niche newspapers are on the rise and Knox has 
four. These volunteer-run papers rely on community 
contributions. At this workshop members of the 
Ferntree Gully News team share their experience of: 

•	 ‘writing for purpose’: notices, news items, 
opinion pieces (Anne Boyd); 

•	 conducting interviews and writing stories 
(Teresa Cannon); 

•	 taking and submitting photos for news features 
or for readers’ delight (Barbara Oehring). 

When: Thursday afternoon 4 April at 2.30pm
Where: Ferntree Gully Library, Burwood Highway

Get your Gully News fix here
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Chairman’s New Year message 
On behalf of the Knox 
C o m m u n i t y  B a n k 
Group we wish you a 
very happy New Year 
and hope 2019 is filled 
with good health and 
happiness. 

Many thanks  to each 
of you who has supported 
the Knox Community 
Bank Group throughout 
2018. As some of you 
may  be  aware  our 
AGM was held on 24 

November 2018 and was a success. We had over 50 
shareholders attend, plus in excess of 130 proxies. This 
represents 50 per cent of the total shareholding of the 
company. It was wonderful to see such strong interest in 
our company and the clear passion present in the room. 

Our new Board  held its first meeting in early 
December where we took renewed focus and unity into 
setting up the company for the years ahead. We look 
forward to providing further updates as we progress. 

Our thanks to all shareholders, community partners, 
and our customers for your continued support of the 
Community Bank model, ensuring its relevance and 
benefit for our local community.

Etienne Clauw
Chair

The Ferntree Gully Village Fair
The Ferntree Gully Village Fair was held on 24 November. 
The fair is a great chance for the community to get 
together and share their stories through community 
group stalls, car boot sales and street entertainment. 
This year saw a Christmas arts and crafts exhibition, the 
CFA held an open day, there were farm animals, face 
painting and many activities for kids. Our thanks to 
everyone who took part on the day and supported the 
fair. This fair would not be possible without the support 
and dedication of the local community. Well done to 
fair organisers and all of the volunteers involved. (See 
also pages 6-7.)

Introducing Knox Community 
Bank Group’s newest Board 
member, Eve John

Eve is one of Australia’s 
most awarded business 
owners ,  a  publ i shed 
author and in demand 
copywriter. Her words 
have sold products and 
services in a variety of 
industr ie s  inc luding 
construction, health and 

fitness, professional coaching,  workshop and seminar 
businesses and entrepreneurial services.

Eve has spoken live on stage in front of crowds ranging 
from 20 to 5,000. She has shared the stage with some 
of Australia’s best speakers and leading world experts, 
including Arnold Schwarzenegger and Michelle Bridges. 
The Knox Community Bank Group is excited to have 
Eve join the Board effective November 2018.

As a Bendigo Bank customer Eve knows that the 
services the Knox Community Bank Group provides to 
its customers are second to none. Eve has worked with 
community groups who have been recipients of grants 
and donations and she is well aware of the power of 
community banking.

Eve has been a resident of Knox for her entire life 
and has seen first hand the momentum that the Knox 
Community Bank Group has been able to generate 
within the local community. She brings a unique set of 
skills combining education, marketing and copywriting 
to the Board and her contribution will be valued.

Christmas decorations and tree lights in the Village were 
voted the best yet.  Karen Wigg from Around the Bend Café 
designed  and installed them with the help of students from 
St John the Baptist Primary School. The Community Bank 
provided funding.

Fern Tree Gully and Rowville Community Bank® branches and Caribbean Park 
branch

All loans subject to the Bendigo Bank’s normal lending criteria. Fees, charges, terms and conditions apply. You should consider your personal situation and read the terms and conditions or product 
disclosure statement available from any Bendigo Bank branch or online at www.bendigobank.com.au before making a decision. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian 
Credit Licence 237879. (A234091-07) (419790_v1) (31/10/2018)

Life’s a big deal.

At Bendigo Bank, we’re all about 
how we can help you live it.

That’s why we offer personal 
loans for a huge range of 
purposes – because we know 
your needs are broad, diverse 
and can change over time.

Maybe you’re eyeing off a home 
reno, planning a holiday or 
needing new furniture. Or 
perhaps extra study, a car or even 
a wedding are on your agenda.

Whatever’s on your list, our list 
for what our personal loans can 
be used for is even bigger…
just ask us.

You’ll soon discover our loans 
have tonnes of benefits and 
applying is fast and easy. You 
simply need to provide a few 
important details, complete a 
short application form and your 
loan could be sorted in no time.

So, get busy living, with a 
Bendigo Bank Personal Loan. 
Because we’d love to help bring 
your plans to life.

Drop into your nearest branch at 
Fern Tree Gully - 9756 0332, 
Rowville - 9755 8611 or 
Caribbean Park - 9753 2816 to 
find out more.

Bendigo Bank 
Personal Loans.
Bringing your plans to life.
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Above: The Pet Farm. Below, the Vinnies stall and The Bush Band. 

6 Village Fair

‘The best thing one can do when it’s raining is to let it 
rain.’ Wise counsel from Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
on the day of the village fair as the heavens opened and 
closed above.

Undeterred the market and food stalls, pet farm, 
jumping castle, CFA and library displays sprang up like 
mushrooms around the village and fairgoers dodged the 
puddles to experience what was on offer.

Sun catchers in the shape of snowflakes sparkled in 
spite of the lack of sunbeams and Christmas crafts and 
competitions, patterned papers, baubles and beads, 
knitted llamas and scented soaps were some of the 
market stall items tempting the crowds.

A variety of bands, choirs and soloists provided 
music. The IGA forecourt became a stage and Upwey 
Music groups and the St Joseph’s Band  showed their 
flexibility in performance as stage areas were shuffled to 
allow for the showers. Mae Collard’s singers and musical 
performers adapted just as smoothly to the CFA shelter.

Traders sold their wares from cupcakes to tastings 
outside their shops. Buskers entertained along Station 
Street and Around the Bend to the newly opened IFTI 
offering workshops on organic tomatoes, hiphop, 
jewellery making and more.

Clutching trailing balloons and newsagency show 
bags the younger fair goers with painted faces showed 
that the rain had not dampened everyone’s enjoyment 
of the village fair.

Beverley Mills

Showers on and east of the ranges for November Village fair 
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Join us on Friday mornings at 9 am  
ZUMBA GOLD 

Dance-fitness classes that provide 
modified, low-impact moves for 

active older adults- only $8 

 
UNITING CHURCH HALL 

6 THE AVENUE, FERNTREE GULLY 
Susan 0478 504 441 
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Above left : Busker, Marie Donnelly, student at the Mae 
Collard School of Music, sings outside Around the Bend 
cafe. Below: Singer Mae Collard, proprietor of the school, is 
accompanied by David Youings. David teaches piano, voice 
and percussion at Mae’s school. (Photos by Joanna Bryan.)
Above right: Market stalls on a rainy morning - the  Fertree 
Gully News stall.
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There’s a new community hub in Ferntree Gully. It has 
a big name, the Institute of Future Technologies and 
Innovation (IFTI) and it occupies a big space.  It’s the 
brainchild of Tomas Cifuentes, who with his wife Bella 
Corniola and co-founders, plans to run activities to do 
with art, gardens, science, health and markets. 

Tomas is passionate about community. He reshapes 
the word. ‘Common unity.’ Then he adds, ‘We are all 
human, so we start with something in common. We 
can share with others what we know. And we can learn 
from others what we don’t know.’ For Tomas, sharing 
knowledge is empowering for people.  It gives them a 
voice.  He hopes people will use the space to get together 
to share ideas and knowledge.

Like the name and the space, the plan is huge. There’ll 
be workshops in arts and crafts. Already such workshops 
are being enthusiastically appreciated by participants. 
January saw the making of macramé hangings as well as 
a course conducted by an artist from Bali on painting 
inspired by meditation. Art exhibitions as well as music 
and drumming workshops are proposed. A photography 
studio is already set up and there’s a laboratory for 
quantum research.

Tomas intends to make a broad reach across the 
community. He hopes to attract small businesses that 
do not have office space. ‘So often,’ he says, ‘people 
work on laptops. It’s so easy to be alone on a screen. It’s 

IFTI – a new hub
in the Village

a struggle to see a broader picture if your community 
is restricted to online. A physical space brings people 
together’. And he believes when people are together, 
they inspire each other. They learn and discover. He 
envisages programmers, lawyers, environmentalists, 
web designers, writers and artists using the space.

Tomas is also hosting  monthly farmers’ markets 
commencing on Saturday 23 February. He foresees a 
place where people can gather, purchase fresh produce, 
arts and crafts, attend workshops and enjoy food while 

listening to music. He believes that 
supporting local growers is essential for 
the health of our community.

Santiago, Chile was Tomas’ home 
until he graduated from college. He 
then set off to see the world. He 
travelled as a WOOFer (a willing 
worker on organic farms). For their 
voluntary work on farms, travellers 
receive free food and accommodation 
from their hosts. Tomas used the 
experience to gain extensive knowledge 
and skills in organic agriculture.  
This led to a career in landscaping 
which focuses on edible gardens. 
He’s conducted numerous workshops 
on soil fertility, composting and 
gardening. ‘My art is painting with 
plants,’ he says. He plans to develop 
a community garden at the hub. Plots 
will be constructed and allocated 
to local people who can grow their 
gardens of chosen plants. Already 
there’s a thriving garden of melons, 
eggplants, tomatoes, herbs and so 
much more.

It was his grandfather, a baker, who 
sparked the importance of community 
in Tomas. ‘Everyday my grandfather 
would sell his bread with a jovial and 

inclusive spirit. At weekends he had an open home. 
He was warm and welcoming. It’s important to keep 
such values alive. It’s important to provide the space. 
It’s beyond one person. But it will work if sustained by 
the community.’

IFTI Comunity Hub is a not-for-profit organisation 
with no alignment to a political party or religion. ‘As 
long as people support the local community, everyone 
is welcome,’ Tomas asserts.

IFTI is situated at: 2 Francis Cres, Ferntree Gully 
VIC 3156 info@ifti.net.au, 0478 548 302

Teresa Cannon
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Last year at Mountain District Learning Centre, 
one of our teachers, Natalie Geddes, had the idea 
of taking a group of young and relatively naive 
kids to Thailand to visit the Elephant Nature 
Park, often known as ENP, after she herself had 
been there. MDLC co-ordinator Catherine and 
manager, Janet, gave the green light to organise 
the trip. 

Our next issue was to build funds.  Thanks to 
some very generous people at the Commonwealth 
Bank, we were given a grant to help for the trip. 
We also did some fundraising in anticipation,  
including BBQs.  Some of us even ran our own 
little charitable businesses. 

Finally the day arrived to leave for our 
adventure.  All of us were anxious and excited 
about what lay ahead. After a ten and a half hour 
plane ride we arrived in Chiang Mai. For our 
first three days in Thailand, we visited a night 
market and witnessed a snippet of Thai culture. 
The night market was filled with beautiful 
sights; bright colourful lights everywhere, with 
incredibly crafted souvenirs, as well as exotic food 
and clothes. We also went to a large temple in 
Chiang Mai which was incredible.  In the middle 
of the temple  was a large gold tower that was 
stunning. Some of us also participated in a ritual 
with a Buddhist monk who gave us a bracelet as 
a symbol of good luck. 

We finally arrived at our long awaited 
destination, the ENP. Our time at the ENP 
was filled with fun, excitement and some shocking 
revelations. It was almost like an other-world experience. 
Being so close to these giant elephants, feeding them 
and walking beside them, was like nothing I’d ever 
done before. 

ENP also showed us the harsh treatment that so many 
animals had suffered, before the nature parks’ owners 
and animal activists rescued them. I am amazed at the 
complexity of elephants and their mentality. A guide 

Living with the elephants

told us their individual stories and how different and 
distinct their personalities were.  Elephants make friends 
with each other, communicate, get jealous, love and 
look after one another. All the elephants have dealt with 
some kind of trauma, before the park; some have been 
made to do tricks in shows; some have been made to 
move excruciatingly heavy logs and some have had to 
carry tourists around on their backs for hours on end. 

Whatever their job, being used for human convenience 

or entertainment, they’d all faced severe physical 
abuse at the hands of humans, until they’ve 
broken, to the point where they’d comply with 
whatever they were  instructed to do. After their 
rescue many elephants still bear the physical 
and mental scars of their abused past, but all are 
recovering, slowly trying to return to life as an 
ordinary elephant. 

The Elephant Nature Park also taught us a lot 
about hard work. Each day we had two, two-
hour jobs.We generally had to clean up elephant 
excrement, clean elephant water tanks and food 
troughs, as well as store and stock elephant food. 
The work was hard, especially in the hot, humid 
Thailand weather, but it felt really great and 
rewarding to help out and do something good. 

Our trip to Thailand wasn’t just a fun once in 
a lifetime experience; it was also an eye-opening 
adventure that changed all of us, our views of the 
world and our insights, for the better. Something 
amazing I noticed was how lovely and optimistic 
are the people in Thailand, despite poverty and 
harsh living conditions. The visit made all of us so 
grateful and thankful for what we have and gave 
us a stronger drive to help others in this world. 

One of the best experiences of the trip, was 
meeting the founder of the Elephant Nature 
Park, Lek. We realised that just one person’s 
drive to make the world a better place can have 
a colossal impact. Lek started to save elephants 
from unnatural and abusive working conditions, 

without much money or anything else. But now nearly 
30 years later, she’s saved over 80 elephants as well as 
hundreds of dogs and cats.

 So I’ll end my story with this: no matter who you 
are, you have the power to make a difference, whether 
it’s really big, or just something little you do every day. 

Special thanks to all the people that made this trip 
possible 

 Jack Lugg

The Noelene Taylor Dancers

DANCE
LESSONS

All Ages
Jazz | Tap | Hip Hop | Lyrical Ballet

FERNTREE  GULLY
Enquiries: Noelene 0419 156 377

or Facebook: TheNoeleneTaylorDancers



10 Community News

Ferntree Gully Girl Guide Watermelon Group door 
knocked 176 houses around Ferntree Gully for our 
annual charity can drive on 1 November.

This was my third time (I think) collecting cans for 
charity. Each time it has been just as much fun and 
exciting as the last. The week before collecting we would 
walk along our planned route of the can drive and 
deliver a note explaining what we were doing. Then the 
following week, we would go around knocking on doors 
and collecting cans. We collected 321 cans this year, 
not quite as many as last year but still just as needed. 
It was heaps of fun sorting the cans and food to give 
to charities and also going out to collect the cans from 
the community. I am super excited to do it again next 
year and collect even more cans. 

Phoenix
Watermelon Guides

Sponsored by 
Mountain Gate
Opportunity ShopDD

Girl Guides canned 
food drive for charity

The Knoxfield Ladies Probus Club is meeting at the 
Wantirna Club, 350 Stud Road, Wantirna in 2019.  
After ten happy years at the Waverley Golf Club, we are 
looking forward to the change of venue, and also another 
year of friendships, fun, enjoyable activities and outings.

We will begin the year with our meeting and lunch at 
the Wantirna Club on 16 January at 10am.  Our social 
secretary Elizabeth has organised a bus trip to Macedon, 
touring a glass studio in Kilmore, the Macedon Cross 

New venue for Knoxfield Ladies Probus

and Edgar’s Mission Farm in February.  In March we 
have our thirtieth birthday celebration lunch, our AGM 
with the lovely Frankston Ladies Choir to entertain us, 
and a trip to see a costume collection. 

We have two Sunday brunches at Tosaria’s Restaurant 
in Rowville, two more bus trips and other activities 
taking us to June.  We also have interesting speakers 
after each general meeting.

Our friendly club  welcomes visitors to our meetings 
which are held at 10 am every third Wednesday 
of the month.  For further details, please ring Val 
on 9763 6175 or Bev on 9753 3224.

Some of the performers in Glengollan’s wonderful revue ensemble, who entertained us last 
October.  They were such fun and truly inspiring.

Dorothy and Marie at our Melbourne Cup Day hat 
competition.

  




 





























 

 

HUNGAROFEST 

Mountain Gate Tennis Club Open Day
Where:  Reta Matthews Reserve, 36 Agora Boulevard, 
FTG
When:   Sunday 10 February 9am to 1pm 

Come along for a day of free tennis fun for all ages. 
Enjoy a casual hit, get some tips from our coaches or 
check your serving speed on the radar gun. There’s lots to 
do for the kids including a jumping castle, face painting, 
prizes and a free sausage sizzle. Enter the raffle to win a 
racquet, lessons or a club membership. 

All welcome. Free entry. For more information, please 
visit our website mgtc.com.au
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Come and join us for a meal at the 
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully

Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888

www.ftgbowls.com.au

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club

For lunch
Tuesday to Friday

12.00pm to 2.00pm
On Sundays

12.00 to 2.00pm
And for dinner
Tuesday-Sunday

from 6.00pm

Closed Mondays

For bookings ring 9753 5888

Our Bistro is open

Sports Page

This year Knox Council’s Australia Day Awards 
honoured several outstanding volunteers for 
contributions to community sport.

Senior Citizens of the Year,
George and Pat Hetrel
For many years George and Pat Hetrel conducted twice-
year Open Gardens at Como, their home in The Basin, 
donating over half a million dollars to local volunteer 
emergency services. Now, finally retiring, they have 
made their largest gift of $1,000,000 for much needed 
upgrades at Batterham Reserve for the future benefit of 
female and junior athletes. 

Volunteeer of the Year, Lyn Shepherd 
Lyn has been nominated for her dedication to volunteer 
work and developing community sports. 

Lyn has been a long-time volunteer holding notable 
positions over the last 40 years at The Basin Netball 
Club and Mountain District Netball Association 
where she has life memberships for her commitment 
and service, as well as at The Basin Football and Knox 

United Soccer Clubs. Continuing her volunteer works 
in the sports, Lyn became accredited as a coach and 
umpire devoting much of her time over the past 25 
years to developing local teams at all levels through 
her coaching and umpiring activities, and working 
with Mountain District Netball Association  to further 
develop competitive sports in the Knox area. 

Lyn believes volunteering and giving to the community 
is something that has brought her much enjoyment. 
Lyn’s contribution to volunteering in sports has had 
many enduring benefits to the Knox community. 

Joint Citizen of the Year, Johann Poppenbeck
Acting as president of the Knox Churches Soccer 
Club, Johann has significantly contributed to the club’s 
recognition as a leading community sports group in 
Knox with over 480 playing members. With Johann’s 
leadership, the group has received nominations in 
the Aston Community Awards in 2018 and won 
a Club of the Year 
Award. Johann has 
established a female 

competition round in the soccer association, a sport and 
life training program and introduced a community fund 
providing support for members’ experiencing hardship.

He has developed relationships with local businesses 
for mutually beneficial sponsorship programs, and 
all levels of government for development of the club, 
which most recently saw a much needed storage upgrade 
funded by Knox City Council. 

Johann also volunteers with the One Hope 
Community Church and community meals program, 
and Hope Builders International which is committed 
to breaking the cycle of poverty in Africa. 

Johann’s volunteering draws much admiration. 
He demonstrates his genuine passion for growing 
community clubs and sport in Knox through his 
dedication and the positive outcomes achieved for the 
Knox community. 

Congratulations to all these generous citizens. 

Knox Awards for sport



Ferntree Gully CFA

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade 
A 100% Volunteer CFA Brigade

Dedicated to making Ferntree Gully a 
safer place since 1942

Fire calls 000

Ferntree Gully has over 600 homes in the Ferntree 
Gully CFA Bushfire Management Overlay area. Our 
neighbouring areas also have hundreds of homes and 
properties in their BMO areas. It is imperative that 
all residents living in or near these areas, have a well 
known and practised bushfire plan which involves 
every member of the family, including pets. Have a 
good look at the area that you live in and ask yourself  
whether or not bushfire could ravage your area. Google 
bushfire overlay management area in Knox or go to 
the link below for a map. http://www.knox.vic.gov.
au/Files/Planning/Map_of_Knox_with_Bushfire_
Management_Overlay.PDF

How do you keep informed on a bad fire 
day?  
•	 Put the VicEmergency app on your smart phone.

•	 Don’t expect a personal knock at the door. It won’t 
happen. 

•	 Keep informed by listening to AM radio ABC 
Melbourne, checking the CFA on Facebook and 
Twitter or the website for Vic Emergency www.
emergency.vic.gov.au

•	 Always keep a watch out from your own property. 
You may be the first one to see a fire.

•	 Go out and smell the air for smoke and listen for 
fire sirens, aircraft and abnormal activity in your 
area. 

•	 Keeping informed is your responsibility.
•	 On a forecast bad bushfire day, if your property 

is in a potential fire area, leave early, or the night 
before. The best place to be is ‘not there’.

•	 Remember that a well prepared property is more 
likely to still be standing after a fire.

LEAVE
EARLY

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 
1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

emergency.vic.gov.au 
Download the VicEmergency app

There’s no questioning the facts. Bushfi res can start quickly and threaten lives within minutes. 
When it comes to fi re, what you need to do is black and white. Check Fire Danger Ratings in 
your district daily, and monitor conditions. 

Most bushfi re deaths happen close to home, so on high-risk fi re days, 
leaving early, before a fi re starts, is always the safest option.

The reasons are 
black and white

12

Understanding your risk during the bush and grass fire season
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When I turned on the radio, the first news story I heard 
involved three substantial overnight house fires caused 
by barbecues. As a result, some residents were admitted 
to hospital with burns.These are preventable fires.

Barbecue safety checks
Before lighting any gas barbecue
•	 Check the connections with a soapy water spray. 

Keep the spray bottle with your barbecue for 
each time the barbecue is used. If gas is escaping, 
bubbles will be seen. Make sure the connections 
are tightened and check again. If gas still escapes, 
do not use the barbecue

•	 Visually check gas hoses and O ring seals. They 
will harden and crack with age. They need to be 
maintained and seals replaced at regular intervals. 

•	 Inspect the gas bottle and if damaged, replace it. 
•	 Always clean the barbecue after use while the fat 

is more easily removed. Barbecues caked in fat 
are more likely to catch fire.

•	 As with any cooking, never leave it unattended. 
Gas barbecues are like any piece of equipment, they 

need to be maintained for efficient and safe use. Gas 
will escape from cracked hoses, seals and loose fittings 
if it gets a chance. It will then ignite and fire will spread 
uncontrollably over the barbecue. The likelihood is that 
it will then engulf the surrounding structure. 

Google CFA BBQ Safety for more information.

Out and about at Christmas
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade has certainly been out 
and about spreading good will at Christmas time and 
promoting fire safety.

In the tradition cast over many years, on the last 
Sunday before Christmas, Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade 
visited most of our turnout area with Father  Christmas  
onboard. The lucky children and some lucky adults were 
given a bag of goodies while Father Christmas posed 
for endless family photos.

On the Saturday and Sunday evenings just before 
Christmas, Father Christmas was again very busy 
visiting Chestnut Avenue just as the decorative lights 
spread their magic touch on the community. Visiting 
Chestnut Avenue has now also become a tradition at 
Christmas time. What a lot of fun we all had on those 
evenings!

On a more serious note, bushfire risk public meetings 
were held at the Fire Station in The Avenue (it was too 
wet to hold the meeting at the quarry park as planned), 
Rona Street and Harnet Street on the Boronia / Ferntree 
Gully border. Further meetings may be held well into 
March if deemed  necessary. The aim as always is to keep 

Graham Crichton

CLAIM YOUR 

7 DAY FREE TRIAL  GROUP
 PERSONAL
TRAINING
SPECIALISTS

NOW OPEN IN FERNTREE GULLY
94-98 Station Street, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
Call 0405 662 799 or visit coachingzone.com.au

our community ‘fire-wise and fire-ready’. Thanks to our 
great friends at Ferntree Gully Rotary who provided a 
free sausage sizzle at the Fire Station meeting.

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade wishes all of our 
community a happy, healthy and safe 2019.  Stay safe 
on our roads and be very fire conscious at all times.

13
Not good news to hear on 
Christmas Morning!



14 The 1812 Theatre 

The 1812 Theatre commenced as two companies, 
Latimer Players and The Lavender Players started by 
Lillian Lavender in November 1938. With a small 
number of people belonging to each group, both 
companies eventually melded to become the Ferntree 
Gully Arts Society Repertory Players under the 
leadership of Jon and Pauline Lowe. The new company 
was housed in a converted army hut in Underwood 
Road, Ferntree Gully, now known as The Hut Gallery. 
In 1956 the group became The Repertory Players, and in 
1968 moved to the Lysterfield Progress Hall, established 
in 1931 in Kellett Street. This hall was larger than the 
first venue, but in delapidated condition. A wonderful 
community spirit prevailed for the next six months 
as actors became carpenters, painters and tradesmen 
to convert the hall into an intimate theatre called the 
1812 Theatre.

Unfortunately disaster struck in the middle of a 
performance season of  Ring Around the Moon. In the 
early hours of 2 June 1972 the theatre lost everything 
to a devastating fire, probably caused by faulty wiring.  
The show was restaged at the Scoresby Hall and then, 
one month later, in a sign of admirable determination by 
company members, building commenced at the Festival 
Theatre, a derelict cinema in Rose Street, Upper Ferntree 
Gully.  Company members who were professional 
tradespeople donated their skills and time to complete 
the building. In 1985 a cast and crew of 20 represented 
Australia in an international festival of amateur theatre 
in Monaco with the Australian play Such is Life … Ned 
Kelly. This overseas tour  taken 30 years ago by The 
1812 Theatre was a most commendable effort and a 
great promotion for Australian drama.  Very rarely are 
modern day companies able to organise such a project.

In an interview with long-term member Chris 
Procter, it became obvious that The 1812 Theatre, 
with its impressive operations, including a paid office 
manager for 20 hours per week, is now one of Victoria’s 
most active and efficiently managed amateur theatre 
companies. Operated by a Board of Management, the 
company presents six diverse plays each year, and as 
owner of the premises, hires the theatre for jazz nights, 
out of town openings for professional shows, workshops, 
independent theatre productions, and children’s shows.

With The 1812 Theatre having purchased properties 
at numbers one, known as ‘bakery@1812’, three and 
five Rose Street, and with Chris Procter a member of 
the Arts Advisory Committee for Knox Council, there 
is now great potential for a community arts precinct to 
be established in the area.  Chris spoke of the company’s 
aim to encourage community involvement. A thriving  
youth theatre presents two shows per year and is run by 
a member of the board.  Chris pointed out it was good 
to have young people coming through from this group, 
which gives them a grounding and interest up to the age 
of 25. ‘The old days are gone of men in their 20s getting 
involved in local theatre. Social media is a substitute.’

The story of  The 1812 Theatre

Chris Procter has been a member of the group since 
1972 and although arriving as an actor, has worked 
backstage, in set building and design and  directing. 
He has been on the Board since 1987 and is also 
responsible for the company’s historical archives. 
Retirement from professional work allows Chris more 
time  to spend at the theatre and in his role with the 
Arts Advisory Committee at Knox Council.  His very 
early involvement in non-professional theatre began at 
age six  helping his father and other members of the 
Beaumaris Players to build the stage at their current 
venue in Wells Road Beaumaris.

Chris believes the strength of the company is due to 
‘the infrastructure, our team of volunteers, the Board of 
Management, an appreciation of tradition: we are not 
driven to do “arty farty” stuff, and we understand how 
to run a business called Community Theatre’. The 1812 
Theatre, with its strong role in the Victorian theatre 
scene and excellent business and financial management 
presents a fine example for other theatre companies to 
ensure their financial survival.

Cheryl Threadgold

Curtain Up on theatre art 
A few years ago Year 12 VCAL students at Mountain District Learning completed a dramatic mural on the lane 
wall of the 1812 Theatre. The mural was part of Knox Council’s Wall to Wall Mentoring program. This project 
was led by renowned international artist Andrew Bourke in collaboration with Council, MDLC students and the 
1812 Theatre. 

Ferntree Gully News February 2019
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In 2019 once again, the 1812 Theatre promises a rich 
offering of seven plays, one presented by Centrestage 
Youth Theatre.

 Although there is certainly variety as the productions 
range in genre from comedy, to drama to murder 
mystery, there are plenty of classic undertones with 
Agatha Christie, Henrik Ibsen and a modern treatment 
of Sherlock Holmes all having a place.

The season starts with Breaking the Code, a 
dramatisation of the story of Alan Turing, the British 
mathematical genius who, in inventing the code 
breaking machine which cracked the German Enigma 
code, helped the Allies win World War II two years 
earlier, saving 14 million lives. First depicted in the 2014 
Oscar winning film The Imitation Game, the story has 
particular significance in the 21st Century as Turing was 
effectively an early inventor of Artificial Intelligence, yet 
was grossly discriminated against by the laws of the time. 

The black comedy drama Sideways comes next, 
adapted by Rex Pickett from his own novel, and an 
Oscar winning film too, about two friends in their 
forties, having one last boozy weekend in American 
wine country before one of them settles down to married 
life. Meeting two attractive, intelligent and equally 
wine-savvy women on the way tests them in different, 
amusing and challenging ways.

This is followed by a production of Agatha Christie’s 
legendary Mousetrap, a humdinger of a murder mystery 
set in an upper class English country house during a 

From legend to latest: the 2019 program at The 1812 Theatre
blizzard at the same time as Turing’s post WWII story 
unfolded. The Mousetrap also happens to be the longest 
continuously running show in the world, running since 
1952 in London’s West End, where it is still showing to 
this day, so worth checking out for that reason alone.

After that, it’s the youngsters’ turn with Centrestage 
Youth Theatre’s production of One Flew OverThe 
Cuckoo’s Nest, a black comedy drama set in a mental 
asylum based on the novel by Ken Kesey, which was 
also the basis of the famous Jack Nicholson Oscar-
winning film. 

The next play in the season caters to a revival of 
interest in Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson by offering 
Ken Ludwig’s Baskerville. This is a Sherlock Holmes 
mystery with a modern twist, where five actors play 
more than forty characters in what the program 
describes as a mischievous comedy thriller.

Next comes the Ibsen classic Ghosts, a psychological 
drama which takes a sharp, critical look at Victorian 
society through Helen Alving, a widow having to face 
the reverberations of her deceased husband’s infidelity 
and its tragic consequences for herself and her adult son.

The season ends on a high, with the comedy Leading 
Ladies, about Jack and Leo, two Shakespearean actors 
who find themselves down on their luck and forced to 
resort to performing Scenes from Shakespeare in Amish 
country, Pennsylvania. When they are faced with a 
moral dilemma involving a large amount of cash, their 

choices are no longer as clear cut as they first seemed as 
they have to decide how far they are prepared to go for 
money and the girls of their dreams.

Sorina Grasso

The 1812 Theatre, 3-5 Rose Street
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
www.1812theatre.com.au
admin@1812theatre.com.au
9758 3964

PC, Mac, Laptop + Printer
Repairs, Sales + Upgrades

• Data Backup + Recovery 
• Virus + Spyware Removal 
• Software Install
• Ink Cartridges and Refills

109 Station St, Ferntree Gully

1300 489 434

• Troubleshooting
• Computer Setup
• Printer Setup
• Email + Internet Setup
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The 1812 Theatre

Do you have a little dancer who bops around more than walks?
Do you have a child who is looking for somewhere fun to dance?

Are you a dancer looking for a new home to grow & learn?

Look no further than Tempo Dance Company

We offer quality classes in all aspects of

Book your FREE TRIAL CLASS with us TODAY

* 9758 9163 or 0409 300 273 *
Clematis Hall - 2072 Wellington Rd near (CFA Depot) 

CLEMATIS
St Simon’s Hall - 2 Taylors Lane
ROWVILLE

Factory 4 / 14 Edina Road

Classes to suit all ages beginners to advanced

* CONTEMPORARY * ACRO / CHEER *

* JAZZ * TAP * CLASSICAL BALLET * HIP HOP *

FERNTREE GULLY
“gotta dance at tempo”
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After moving to a new biennial format, Immerse art 
extravaganza is back for 2019, offering artists cash prizes 
across five categories, access to skilled curators and the 
opportunity to build a creative profile by taking part 
in arts marketing workshops. 

Immerse, now in its fourth year, has built a 
flourishing reputation for bringing the visual arts to 
our community. This time a new focus on creating 
Immerse hubs will see visual arts take over key precincts 
in Knox, with pop up arts events throughout the month 
of September. Satellite feature projects outside of the 
Immerse hubs will still be on offer. 

Mayor Jake Keogh says ‘Immerse is all about bringing 
the visual arts to our community, rather than the other 
way around. You could be shopping or dropping 
the kids off at school in Rowville, Ferntree Gully or 
Scoresby and come face to face with a really striking 
piece of artwork. You might love it or not – but either 
way you’ll have an opinion about it!’

Immerse is back

Pssst, lean in close and I will tell you a secret. Did you 
know that some colours just don’t get along? Seriously, 
it’s true! Do whatever you can to avoid being caught 
between arguing yellow and blue paint tubes. As they 
battle, you will witness scenes tinted with such horror 
it will leave you feeling rather green! Now, don’t tell me 
you already knew that! 

The creative experiences offered by Splat Scribble 
Sketch, are the perfect balance of playful (inspiring) 
and technical (skill building). We offer: Art and Craft 
weekly classes, School Holiday sessions, private lessons, 
Art and Craft Parties and even Face-painting. 

We are thrilled to partner with the 1st Ferntree Gully 
Scout Group who are bravely allowing us use of their 
hall, risking all kinds of colourful explosions and artistic 
mischief! Our creative experiences are planned and 
presented by me and my incredibly talented team. Splat 
Scribble Sketch operates in accordance with the VELS 
and Child Safe standards outlined by the Victorian 
Government and we are passionate about equipping a 
new generation of makers, thinkers, creators and artists. 

Our long term vision is to become a key feature in 
the Ferntree Gully community, with connections to 
our local services (hospitals, community centres etc.) 
and the Knox Council. So keep an eye peeled for some 
artworks, sculptures, intriguing designs and decorations 
in our local parks, public spaces and businesses. Splat 
Scribble Sketch is just getting started!

Daniela Repse
Founder and Splat Scribble Sketch teacher

New art classes from kinder to VCE

Andrea and her husband.
Photo by Barbara Oehring.

Arts Page
Sponsored by 
Ferntree Gully
Arts Society

February Exhibitions
‘Fire, water, earth & air’

Members’ exhibition
Also in the foyer an exhibition

 featuring Thursday nights still life
workshop members: 

 John Dunne and Ross Waghorn
weekends 11 to 4pm

from Sunday 3 February to Sunday 24 February
All welcome. Free Entry

March  Exhibitions
‘Creatures great and small’

Members’ exhibition
Also in the foyer an exhibition

 featuring the works of Betty Vella and
Pauline Hosking

weekends 11 to 4pm
from Sunday 3 March to Sunday 24 March

All welcome. Free entry

Weekly workshops, non members very welcome
Looking for somewhere to teach?

Art studio for hire 
Expressions of interest welcome.

Very reasonable rates

Children’s holiday art classes for April,
book early, very popular.

Contact:   Thehutgallery.wordpress.com
Facebook.  The Hut Gallery Arts Society

157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

The Ferntree Gully Arts Society
at The Hut Gallery

Our music tuition programs and women's 
choir nurture a love and enjoyment of music

Our music programs
Now taking bookings!

ENQUIRIES AND ENROLMENTS
W: www.maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
E: info@maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
F: maecollardschoolofmusic | T: 0411 718 422
15, Alpine Street, Ferntree Gully

Ferntree Gully News February 2019

Congratulations to Andrea Cobern, awarded joint 
Citizen of the Year for encouraging and supporting 
local talent in the performing arts. 

Involved in the music industry for over 30 years, 
Andrea is a gifted singer, vocal, music and performance 
coach and business woman. Andrea’s business is based 
in Ferntree Gully with her primary focus on developing 
and encouraging local talent. Andrea works with young 
children through to adults from across the local area 
and surrounding districts, bringing them together to 
learn, rehearse, develop, perform and become teachers 
and performers. 

Andrea has used her talents to develop young people 
to become professional performers and teachers who 
contribute to the local, national and international music 
and arts scene. 

Andrea is a keen member of the Knox City Council 
Arts Advisory Committee and has been a key visionary 
and organiser for performances at local Relay for Life 
Cancer Council fundraiser, Stringybark Festival, Knox 
Festival, amplified workshops and the Knox Factor 
Competition at Knox Carols which has provided 
significant opportunities to showcase Knox’s local 
talent. 

Andrea’s contribution to local music and the arts is 
not only enjoyed by the local community now but will 
leave a legacy for a long time in the future of Australian 
arts. 

Local Australia Day 
Award to Andrea Cobern
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The Friends of Blind Creek Billabong
The Friends of Blind Creek Billabong have been 
planting local indigenous species, controlling weeds 
and cleaning up litter in Blind Creek Reserve and Agora 
Bushland Reserve since 2001. The Friends group meets 
on the second Wednesday of each month (excluding 
January) between 1:15pm and 3:15pm and conduct 
the following activities depending on the time of year:
•	 Planting local indigenous species
•	 Controlling weeds
•	 Cleaning up litter
•	 Clean interpretive signage
The Friends group mostly work in the reserve along the 
bike track between Rankin Road and Wattletree Road 
in Ferntree Gully, however they do expand their area to 
between Lewis Rd and Dorset Road Boronia for special 
events such as Clean Up Australia Day. 
Their regular meeting place for activities is at the end 
of Jacobus Walk, Ferntree Gully.
For more information contact the President Fay Rimmer 
on 9758 4802 or email fayanddave@gmail.com 

Below: The Knox Environment Society’s Nursery team have 
transformed their surroundings into bushland. Photo by 
Barbara Oehring.

Photo by Annie Preston of the koala sighted by her father 
Jeff.

Knox Relay for LIfe
This year’s Knox Relay for Life will be held on 16-17 
March from 4pm Saturday to 10am Sunday at the Knox 
Athletics Track. 

It is possibly the best community event in the year, 
involving hundreds of people who walk around the track 
to raise money for the Cancer Council. 

For more information visit the Knox 2019 Relay for 
Life website. 

Like many who live on the fringes of the forest, Jeffrey 
Preston walks there often. Imagine his excitement early 
one morning before Christmas when he spotted a koala 
high in a tree just off the walking track.

Fortunately for us Jeff acted fast.  Watching the koala 
carefully, he phoned his teenage daughter Annie to get 
out of bed, come quickly and bring her camera. Then 
he waited, tense, until she arrived. A wonderful batch 
of photos are the result. 

What do we know about koala sightings?
A Parks Victoria map of the Dandenongs showing koala 
sightings indicates the most recent to be a cluster in the 
forests around Olinda and Mount Dandenong in 2017. 
One sighting is reported in 2003 at Tremont. 
On One Tree Hill a local ranger saw a koala in 2005. 
The map reports nothing in this area later than 1990.  
Of course reported sightings are just that - an indication 
not an audit. 

Koalas are solitary animals and are known to stray 
quite widely across territory. Or could someone have 
released this one into the forest?  
Are koalas a threatened species? 
The koala (Phascolarctos cinereus), is listed as an 
arboreal herbivorous marsupial native to Australia. Its 
closest living relatives are the wombats. Traditionally 
koalas are found in coastal areas of Queensland, New 
South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia. They live 
in open eucalypt forests and eat mostly eucalypt leaves 
which do not give much energy so they sleep up to 20 
hours a day. While there are no natural predators koalas 
are threatened by disease, drought, bushfires, loss of 
habitat and by urbanisation.

In Queensland where there was severe culling for fur 
in the 1920s, the koala is now officially an endangered 
species.

Koala sighted in FTG National Park

In Victoria they are listed as ‘vulnerable’. In the 
Dandenongs, especially in Ferntree Gully National 
Park, the sightings are so rare that ‘vulnerable’ seems 
too mild.

Perhaps the biggest everyday threat here are dogs. 
Despite prominent signs – No Dogs in Park – big  dogs 
rush about, off leash, the signs ignored.  Jeff Preston 
explains that dogs are forbidden even on leash because 
even their presence endangers wildlife.  He is seriously 
concerned that there are not enough rangers to police 
the rules. 

The biggest threat to koalas’ existence is habitat 
destruction caused by agriculture and in our area by 
more and more people wanting to live in and around 
the ranges. 

The message has to be: when you walk in the forest 
walk quietly, observe and respect  - and leave the dog 
at home. 

Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP for 

Ferntree Gully
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2018  Endeavour Awards presentation
At the end of each year, I have the pleasure of 
presenting a student with a Ferntree Gully Endeavour 
Award in front of their school community, their 
friends and families in recognition of  a student 
who has shown great endeavour throughout their 
school years.

The recipients of the Endeavour Award are 
chosen by their peers because they have strived to 
do their very best in all aspects of their school life 
and have been helpful towards other students and 
staff. They have also been great representatives of 
their school.

This year I would like to congratulate the 
following students who received a Ferntree Gully 
Endeavour Award from schools in the Ferntree 
Gully electorate:

Mountain Gate Primary School - Indiana Atkins
Ferntree Gully North Primary School
- Aria Wesson-Demarco
Eastern Ranges School - Liam Chenevier-Harrison
Kent Park Primary School - Liana McNamara
St John the Baptist Primary School
- Emily Gianfriddo
Fairhills Primary School - Ella Drew
Wattleview Primary School
- Naren Renju and Jade Di Brino (See photo)

Nick Wakeling

At the end of each year, I have the pleasure of 
recognising some of our great young citizens in Ferntree 
Gully through the presentation of the Aston Shield. 

In each school, the Shield is awarded to a student 
for good citizenship; someone who has demonstrated 
compassion, a commitment to others, and who has 
been a great role model for their school and community. 

The Aston Shield is awarded in the spirit of Tilly 
Aston, a remarkable woman in Australian history 
who did so much for the welfare of blind people. The 
Federal Electorate of Aston which covers most of Knox 
is named after her. 

Tilly was born in 1873 and was completely blind by 
the age of seven. Yet, despite her obvious challenges, 
Tilly’s courage and tenacity brought great advancement 
for blind and vision impaired people. She secured 
voting rights, better access to public transport, and 
established the first braille library. Tilly herself had 
to drop out of university because there were no 
braille books. Finally, she set up Vision Australia – an 
organisation that still exists today and helps tens of 
thousands of people each year. 

I am very proud of our young winners. If Tilly were 
alive today, I am sure that she would also be very proud. 

Charlie Slater from Upper Ferntree Gully Primary 
School was recognised as a winner of the Aston Shield 

Aston Shield – Upper Ferntree Gully Primary School

Schools Page

in 2018. Charlie consistently demonstrates all school 
values of Respect, Integrity, Teamwork and Resilience 
and will always put his hand up to help out in any 
way that he can. Charlie’s leadership role has proven 
a great experience for him, improving his confidence, 
speaking and his resilience.  Given all of his strengths 
and his values it is felt that he will continue to be an 
excellent leader throughout his life and Charlie is a 
worthy winner of the first Aston Shield at Ferntree 
Gully Upper Primary School. 

Other local students who 
received the Aston Shield in 2018 
were:
•	 Elyse Amor from Wattleview 

Primary School
•	 Grace McKay from Kent Park 

Primary School
•	 Sasha Turzynski from Fairhills 

Primary School
•	 Michailey Barton Smith from 

St John the Baptist Primary 
School

•	 Douglas Shuttleworth from 
FTG North

•	 Kirsten Penney from Mountain 
Gate Primary School 

•	 Brooklyn Virgona from Fairhills High School
Congratulations to our outstanding young citizens. 

The Hon Alan Tudge,
Federal Member for Aston

CO-EDUCATIONAL | ELC TO VCE
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The students of Fairhills Primary School did a wonderful 
job of representing themselves, their families and 
Fairhills Primary School whilst travelling across London, 
Paris and Northern France.

During the last weekend of their overseas learning 
experience, the students were able to participate in the 
Australian / French 100th Year anniversary celebrations 
marking the end of the First World War.

This important event took place at Villers-Bretonneux, 
a French village with a long history of working with 
Victorian students, in particular, those from their sister 
school Robinvale Primary School. This special event 
was telecast live on Remembrance Day 2018 on the 
ABC channel.

We are really proud of our young primary school 
students who achieved their personal goals of growth 
and independence and who saw the world from a very 
different perspective. Well done team!

Fairhills Primary School 
European ambassadors

The Rotary Junior Community Award is a program 
sponsored in our district by the Rotary Club of 
Ferntree Gully.  It is aimed at giving young children the 
opportunity to develop attitudes towards volunteering 
by assisting organisations and people in need, to 
learn about their own community, to develop healthy 
attitudes towards physical recreation and to develop 
new skills.

The award is based on the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
but with modifications to suit a younger age group with 
a different set of aims in place. The Duke of Edinburgh 
Award commences with the bronze award for children 
14 years of age. The Rotary Junior Community Award 
is for children in Year 6.

The award is non competitive and can be designed 
to cater for the mental and physical capabilities of all 
children. It is based on a series of activities that take place 
during the first three terms of the year. All participating 
children have the opportunity to design the activities 
to suit their own set of skills and opportunities. Adults 
monitor their progress.

The award asks children to focus on four main aspects 
of community life:

The Rotary Junior Community Award program

•	 Community service where children help other 
people 

•	 Skills, where children learn a new hobby or interest 
•	 Physical recreation with the accent on participation 

as well as performance  
•	 Social experience where children take part in 

a range of community activities including a 
community celebration, a community meeting, 
a cultural exchange, a religious experience and an 
arts performance.

The award is administered by a coordinator from the 
Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully and a supervisor (parent 
or teacher) from each school.  Each child has a special 
diary for designing their own program and recording 
their activities. The awards are granted at a presentation 
night organised by the Rotary Club towards the end of 
the school year.

Enid Hughes

Students from FTG North and Fairhills Primary schools who took part in the Rotary Junior Community Awards in 2018.

Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully 
Chartered in 1963

We have lots of experience  in serving
the community with enthusiasm
Enquiries: Graeme Aspinall 0425 432 290

Young Citizen of the Year : Joel Porter
Joel Porter received Knox Council’s Australia day Award 
for his efforts to establish the ‘Stop Bullying Now 
Foundation’ and raise awareness for internet stalking. 

Joel is well respected within the community through 
his volunteer work with ‘Break the Ice Australia’ which 
assists with drug addiction associated with mental 
health; the Knox Rotary Club, and his membership of 
St John Ambulance since he was 12 years old. 

Most notably, Joel is founder and an honorary board 
member of the 'Stop Stalking Now Foundation', a 
charity established to raise awareness and education 
for children and adults being bullied and stalked. 
Joel is a role model for other young people to actively 
get involved and help make a very real difference. 
Congratulations Joel!
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Only about four per cent of Australian workers bring 
lunch from home each day, according to McCrindle 
Research.  Our household is part of this minority. 

My hubby heads off to work with a sandwich most 
days.  His work colleague, Kiran, fares better. Kiran’s 
wife makes him a fresh batch of curry every morning 
for his lunch. 

It is generally healthier and cheaper to bring food 
from home rather than popping into a food court.  All 
it takes is a bit of planning and preparation. 

One of the tips I’ve garnered is to roast a big tray 
of vegetables: pumpkin, potato, sweet potato, carrots, 
broccoli and whatever else takes your fancy, with a dash 
of olive oil and balsamic vinegar, in advance.  You can 
keep this tray in the fridge and in the mornings add a 
portion to your lunch box, together with some spinach 
leaves, nuts (if it’s not a school setting) and feta cheese.  
This won’t take you long to do in the mornings as most 
of the preparation is already done.

Another option is to grate a whole pile of vegetables: 
carrots, cucumber, cabbage and so forth, and keep it in 
the fridge.  In the morning you can take out the grated 
veggies and use them as a filling in a wholegrain bread 
sandwich or toss them in a lunchbox for a quick and 
easy salad. 

One can also slice up a leftover Sunday roast and 
freeze individual portions.  Defrost the meat slices 
in the fridge overnight, ready to pop into a wrap or 
wholemeal sandwich in the morning. Savoury muffins 
and slices also freeze well and can be defrosted in the 
fridge overnight.  Children often enjoy baking so you 
could get your children involved in some weekend 
baking sessions. They’ll enjoy the healthy, tasty additions 
to their school lunch boxes. 

Pack your lunch
Preparing packed lunches at home means you’re able 

to eat more vegetables and consume less of the saturated 
fat, salt and sugar found in fast food.  Healthy home 
packed lunches reduce the risk of heart disease, type 
2 diabetes and some cancers, while also saving money.  
Savings from taking a home packed lunch every day 
could fund a family holiday. 

Thousands of Aussie office workers regularly skip 
lunch altogether.  The irony is that instead of getting 
more work done, the opposite often happens.  People 
who skip lunch often become fatigued and are less 
productive.  They may also find themselves buying 
fundraiser chocolates or snacks from a vending machine 
to pick themselves up in the afternoon. 

I’ve decided my family will be having far more 
interesting packed lunches this year. My children like 
the idea of roast vegetables in their school lunch boxes.  
And I’m sure my hubby will enjoy eating a greater 
variety of packed lunches when he sits down to lunch 
with Kiran.

Gemma Franks

Shop 3/107 Station Street
Ferntree Gully

Your local IGA community store

Great  
Weekly  
Specials

Home  
Delivery

Seniors
Discount

087 Ferntreegully IGA A5 Postcard.indd   1 10/09/14   3:47 PM

Food Page
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A chapter in Ferntree Gully history was marked during 
December when Helen Coulson, author of Story of 
the Dandenongs 1938-1958, celebrated her hundredth 
birthday in the northern Victorian town of Echuca.

Helen Coulson was born at Armadale Victoria in 
1918, but her lifelong passion for local history took 
form when she was working for the Shire of Ferntree 
Gully in the 1950s. The resulting book was marked by 
her meticulous research, both of documentary sources, 
and the older residents of the Shire, who shared their 
stories with Helen.

60 years after its publication Story of the Dandenongs 
is still widely regarded as the best text on local history 
in the district and it is a standard research reference.

Happy 100th birthday Helen Coulson
Helen moved from Ferntree Gully to Horsham in 

1959, then to Echuca in 1977. In Echuca, Helen 
Coulson was instrumental in the preservation and 
promotion of the historic river port, then in a 
dilapidated state but now a premier tourist attraction 
for the town.

Helen Coulson’s birthday party, organised by the 
Echuca Historical Society at the Echuca Library, was 
attended by more than 100 people. Helen Coulson 
attributed her success with Story of the Dandenongs, one 
of numerous publications on local history, to being in 
the right place at the right time. 

Ray Peace

Community News

Wantirna South Probus Club will celebrate its first 
birthday early in 2019 and is keen to sign up new 
members. The club is inviting any part or full time 
retirees looking to join a group where the motto is ‘Fun 
and Friendship’ to come to its first meeting for 2019 
at 10am on Wednesday 13 February. The venue is the 
Wantirna Club, 350 Stud Rd, Wantirna. With free 
on-site parking, close to public transport links at Knox 
City and a great restaurant with a wide ranging menu 
for lunch, it’s an ideal venue for the club’s meetings. 
Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the 
month.

For any new members joining at the February 
meeting, the Club is offering 14 months membership 
for the cost of 12 at 2018 prices. The total cost will be 
$80 ($50 annual fee and a one off joining fee of $30). 
The fees include insurance cover for Probus meetings 
and events plus the bi-monthly Probus National 
Magazines.

Guest speakers are an important part of meeting days 
and the club is pleased to announce that Karin Orpen 

who was seven times elected by ratepayers to represent 
them on Knox Council and elected mayor three times, 
is our February guest speaker. Karin is very well known 
to residents of Knox but this is a rare chance to hear 
about Karin and her life, interests and career away from 
council business. No doubt some stories of her life in 
council will also get a mention.

In May, the club sees the return of its outstanding 
speaker from 2018, the former Victorian Police 
Commissioner, Mr Kel Glare. Kel’s career from young 
boy growing up in country Victoria to becoming this 
state’s top policeman is a great story in itself (and now 
a best selling book) and his views on policing in the 
years since his retirement are always of interest. With 
recent media coverage, and now the announcement of 
a Royal Commission, the club is privileged that Kel has 
very generously agreed to provide further insights. This 
is an event not to be missed. 

For further information contact the Secretary, Helen 
Dewar 0418 333 022 or President, Chris Day 0418 
315 902.

Wantirna South Probus Club celebrates its first birthday
 

10am to 4pm  
Saturday 13 & Sunday 14 April 

Fairhills High School Performing Arts Centre 

330 Scoresby Rd Knoxfield 
 

…Active and Positive Ageing… 

Categories:  
Fibre Craft, Paper Craft  

Creative Craft, Large Quilts, Small Quilts  

Come along and see works by local crafters.                   
Light refreshments available 

 

Cash prizes in all categories.                                   
Vote for the People’s Choice Award & buy a ticket to win a 

beautiful Patchwork Quilt.                                                    

2019  

Quilt & Craft Exhibition 

To exhibit your work, go to www.u3aknox.org.au to download a 
form or call 97522737 for details, from Monday 4 February 2019. 

 

ADMISSION WITH CATALOGUE - $5.00  
 Under 14 Free 



Foothills Community Care Christmas Day lunch
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Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156 
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156 
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sean and Rachel Attard
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road 
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
www.stthomas.com.au
Tel.9758 0217
Email: sthomasuftg@bigpond.com
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Sunday Services
8.00am  Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Thoms Place Community Meal
10.00am-2.00pm Friday (not in January)
all are welcome for a cuppa and chat
with lunch served at 12 noon
RAFT Anglican Church
(Rowville and Ferntree Gully Together)
131 Taylors Lane, Rowville
www.raftchurch.org.au
Tel: 9764 2573
Email: admin@raftchurch.org.au
Sunday services
8:30am Traditional 
10:30am Family (includes kids & teen churches)
5:00pm Contemporary
Senior Pastor: Hilton Jordan
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

CityWide Community Church
8/1154 Burwood Hwy, Upper Ferntree Gully  
church@citywidecc.com.au
Tel.  0458 381 621 
Service time:  Sunday 10:00 am

Supporting asylum seekers.
In the face of the big problems like homelessness and 
the plight of people seeking asylum from persecution, 
many of us feel helpless, want to do something but ask 
what could one or two persons do.

The story of how David and Yvonne Spitteler 
responded to  the 1997 crisis of refugees by setting 
up an asylum seekers’ centre should  give us hope and 
inspiration.

Their initiative was  church-based : Jesus said, ‘I was 
hungry and you gave me to eat’. To feed the hungry 
is the compassionate human response. Meeting 
other needs follows, for clothes, for shelter and for 
compassion.

After 3+ years in Balaclava/St Kilda, their centre 
opened an office in Dandenong, where it has been 
located for the past 18 years. By now the Asylum 
Seekers Centre is a wholly voluntary (no paid staff)  
interdenominational Christian response to the needs 
of asylum seekers and refugees. It is currently staffed 
by 21 volunteers consisting of 17 from church groups 
and the community, 3 asylum seekers, and 1 student. 
The centre assists asylum seekers (on-shore applicants 
for refugee status) with food  packs and Christmas/
Easter gift vouchers.

 They also run a ‘Free Op Shop’ to assist asylum seekers 
and refugees with items such as blankets, clothing, 
computers, crockery, cutlery, doonas, furniture, linen, 

‘I was hungry and you gave me to eat...’
sheets and towels. A network of schools and churches 
across the eastern suburbs regularly contribute  goods 
to the op shop. 

 They also refer clients to other agencies such as 
the Asylum Seekers Resource Centre, Foundation for 
Survivors of Torture and Trauma, Lentarra Uniting 
Care, Legal Aid, Life Without Barriers, Migrant 
and Refugee Centres, The Red Cross, Refugee and 
Immigration Legal Centre and Urban Neighbours of 
Hope.

 Since 6 February 1997 the centre has applied 
donations to assist more than 4,500 Asylum Seekers 
from 69 countries, ranging from Afghanistan to 
Zimbabwe. From foundation to date the centre has 
distributed material aid to the value of more than $6.5 
million.

 As at  21 January 2018, 557 asylum seekers are 
registered for food, including 117 families comprising 
359 adults and 228 children of whom nearly 40% are 
Rohingyan Muslims. Other asylum seekers are from: 
Sri Lanka, Iran, Afghanistan and Australian born.
Facilitator: David Spitteler, Lay Pastoral Minister, 
Diplomas in Theology and Ministry (David is available 
to speak to community groups)
Tel. 9802 5268, mob. 0409 416 744
www.asylumseekerscentre.org
Premises: Jesus House, Level 1, Hub Arcade, 
Dandenong 3175.

Over 260 people enjoyed the 17th annual Ferntree 
Gully Christmas Day lunch at St John the Baptist Parish 
Hall hosted by Foothills Community Care.

People come from a variety of backgrounds. Most 
are local, some are homeless, some are living in cars 
or local boarding houses, many are living on their 
own, some are single parents or have no other family 
around. There is no distinction or segregation and all 
are welcome to come and celebrate on the day when 
they would normally be on their own.

Everyone enjoyed a great Christmas feast of roast 
lamb, pork, chicken and ham, veggies and salads. There 
were entrees and amazing desserts including Christmas 
pudding, pavlovas, fruit salad and frogs in ponds. Our 
baristas served over 400 cups of coffee, our face painters 
were flat out, as too was our photo booth. There was 
great entertainment and of course a visit from our very 
own Christmas angel with gifts for all.

There were so many great stories from the day of 
people who really appreciated the welcome they were 
given. One woman said as she left, ‘This has been my 
best Christmas ever’. Another said, ‘It was nice to be in 
a place where I felt accepted and loved, and not abused’. 
And another said, ‘My son made a special friend today’. 
And there were plenty of other stories as well.

Foothills Community Care, which hosts the day, is 
incredibly thankful to our community for the many 
generous individuals, groups, schools, churches and 

businesses who supported the day through  donations 
of goods, presents, food and funds.

As well as this there are many great volunteers who 
gave up their time on Christmas eve to set up and on 
Christmas day to cook, clean, pack up, serve and chat 
to people. The day could not happen without such great 
community support. In fact, Foothills received more 
than double the requests for people to volunteer than 
they could handle for the day. A nice problem to have.

Foothills Community Care will  recommence their 
Wednesday night free Community Meals at the Ferntree 
Gully Guide hall in Underwood Rd on Wednesday 6 
February. These meals are held weekly from February 
through till Christmas time.

Stephen Barrington
Foothills Community Care



The World Day of Prayer is a global ecumenical 
movement led by Christian women who join in action 
for peace and justice.  Each year the women of a different 
country propose a theme and offer suggestions for 
services.

This year the theme is ‘Come – everything is ready’. 
Suggestions for services come from the women of 
Slovenia. Everyone is welcome to attend the services. 

In Ferntree Gully the churches will meet for a prayer 
service at the Salvation Army Church in Wattleview 
Road on Friday 1 March at 7.30pm. Inquiries to 
Captain Rachel Attard: 9752 2682.

The Boronia/Wantirna cluster of churches will meet 
at Boronia Wesleyan Methodist Church,  36 Pine 
Crescent, Boronia on Friday 1 March at 10.30am.

World Day of Prayer
Every day the content of my daily newspaper uplifts 
or deflates me.   What lifts me are the great articles on 
all the ‘good stuff’ that people do to help each other. 
So many individuals and organisations  are doing such 
generous work, and those stories need to be told. We 
readers of the Ferntree Gully News are blessed to be 
constantly made aware of all the ‘good stuff’ that is 
happening right here on our own doorstep. 

So, instead of letting bad news get you down,  maybe 
it’s time to make a sensible resolution.   Stop worrying 
about last year or even this year and begin cherishing 
every present moment in our own lives. Having  
survived 2018, let us pray that 2019 will be even better 
than we ever dreamed it could be.There’s more: don’t 
just pray for a better future, hope for it.  Or if you like, 
pray for hope. (Hope is a word with many meanings: 
the Macquarie dictionary gives 10 usages.  Most relevant 
here is number 3:  ‘confidence in a desired event’.) 
Cherishing every good thing in our lives builds us into 
positive and confident people.

In religious terms hope is a ‘theological’ virtue, 
meaning our confidence in a better future flows from 
our confidence in the ultimate goodness of God, the 
one in whom we put our trust.  

Peggy Spencer

A message of hope for 2019
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Food to share
As readers would be aware, 
Foothills Community Care hosts 
an evening community free meal  
at the Ferntree Gully Guides hall 

every Wednesday evening throughout the year.   This is 
an amazing community effort which is open to all who 
perhaps have difficulties in finding out where their next 
meal is coming from, or who just would like to have 
some company over shared food.

The month of January, however, is a time when 
those wonderful volunteers who organise this weekly 
meal need to have a break. So our congregation 
at FTG Uniting Church cooperated with FONS 
(Foothills Outreach Network Support) which is made 
up of MDLC, FTG Baptist Church, the Salvos and 
Steve Barrington to organise a barbeque for the five 
Wednesdays of January. The sizzle began at 6:30 at the 
FTG Uniting Church in The Avenue. Sausages and 
bread were on the bill of fare, with  tea and coffee, and 
lively and friendly conversation provided free of charge.  

Now, while we’re on the subject of helping, throughout 
the year our congregation collects toiletries to donate to 
the people who access the services of the Dandenong 
Asylum Seeker Centre.  There may be some people 
reading this who would also like to donate to this 
cause.  If so, you could leave donations of toiletries at 
our church in The Avenue on most Sunday mornings 
(except the first Sunday of each month) between 10:00 
am and 12:00.  All donations will be gratefully received 
and will most certainly go to a good and grateful home.

 
Pat Rivett

The Rowville and Ferntree Gully Community Gardens 
is an outreach of RAFT Anglican Church in Rowville. 
The community gardens were established by Ray 
Deamer who was a parishioner of the church. They are 
supported by the Knox City Council.

RAFT Community Gardens offer a plot to be nurtured by you
The gardens were constructed to give members of the 

community, who do not have access to a garden, a place 
to grow their own fruit and vegetables. It is also a place 
for members of the community to meet and learn about 
gardening from one another when tending their plots.

The gardens are located on Taylors Lane adjacent to 
the church entrance.There are nine plots in the gardens 
and two plots are currently available for hire.

If you love gardening and would like to grow your own 
fruit and vegetables, please contact the church. We can 
provide you with more information about hiring a plot.

Blair Darragh

Shameela Essop – Local Hero 
In Australia Day Awards, Shameela Essop has been 
honoured as Knox’s  Local Hero for her commitment 
to fostering intercultural relations in the municipality 
of Knox and beyond. 

Shameela has been an advocate for cultural diversity, 
awareness and acceptance in the Knox community 
for many years. Among her notable achievements, 
Shameela has coordinated the Islamic Society of 
Metropolitan Eastern Region (ISOMER) Mosque 
Open Days, facilitated social programs between 
Coonara Community House and the women from 
ISOMER, coordinated an IFTAR Dinner (a meal shared 
with others after sunset during Ramadan), and was 
instrumental in establishing the very successful, Knox 
Tours Places of Worship. 

Shameela is an active member of the Knox Interfaith 
Network, the Knox Multicultural Advisory Committee 
(KMAC), the Victorian Multicultural Commission’s 
Eastern Metropolitan Regional Advisory Council 
and most recently, appointed to the Jewish--Catholic 
Muslim Association. 

Shameela is a strong advocate for multiculturalism 
and works tirelessly volunteering many hours each 
week working to enhance inclusion and social cohesion 
in Knox. 



A memory of Marcelino
At the tender age of five, my aunt Joan walked me and 
my sister along Whitehorse Road, past the Dairy and the 
Fire Station, past the magnificent white Town Hall to 
the Box Hill Regent Theatre. We were off to see ‘Smiley’. 
Smiley, with his red hair and freckles was all the rage. The 
word had got around even in the absence of an internet 
and television – just newspapers and radio and word of 
mouth. They all were and still are powerful mediums. 
Alas, however, Smiley didn’t appear. The projectionist 
had wound the wrong reel, and instead we were to sit 
through a subtitled black and white Italian film titled 
Marcelino, Pane e Vino. I have since spent most of my 
adult life with the image of Marcelino who went to God 
at an early age, bitten by a giant deadly scorpion. How 
terrible. Poor little Marcelino.

What it did, however, was to teach me a lesson about 
trusting childhood memories and perceptions. Fifty 
years later I happened to mention the movie to my 
Italian train travelling companion, Nicola. Of course, 

Nic had the video. So on one cold Saturday winter’s 
night, I wrapped myself in a blanket and steeled myself 
to watch again Marcelino’s horrible death by the toxin 
of this livid beast.

Oh dear! Marcelino was indeed nipped by a scorpion 
that flashed in and out of shot in an instant but it was 
no King Kong moment. Rather, it was the size of a 20 
cent piece – and yes, Marcelino did get bitten, and yes, 
he did get crook for a day or so, but nonetheless he 
was kicking the football around a few days later. How 
wrong could I be? What does that say about our ability 
to retain accurate information from our past? Are we 
selective about the bits we remember? It’s extraordinary. 
(Mind you poor young Marcelino did cark it not long 
after from some dastardly disease).

My younger brother suffered a nasty cut to his left big 
toe. He was probably three or four at the time. I was 
eight. He regularly tells his story about the four inch 
nail that was sticking out of the billy cart frame that I 

had constructed and how it gashed his foot and how 
Doctor Ramsey told him it was a close call that he might 
lose the digit. I remember the event quite differently.

I was eight years old and playing serious billycart 
racing with my school buddies. Things were going 
well, but there was this nagging little brother. ‘Push 
me! Push me!’ So I gave him a ride. The first thing he 
did was put his foot on the ground, and as good cart 
design principles of the time predicated, it had steel ball 
bearing wheels.  One of them ran over his toe. He still 
blames me. He blames me for the time he walked into 
the backswing of my three iron. He doesn’t remember 
the love and care and encouragement and teaching he 
received from his charming big brother. None of that. 
It is indeed amazing that we are still the best of friends. 
Nonetheless, we will never agree on the events of 1958.

Childhood memory – a thing of the past.

Peter Stagg
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The Dandenongs
Green clad hills climb steeply into azure sky. 
Winding paths bisect trailing greenery.  
Gouging streams flood down incised slopes, 
in birthing torrents of cascading waterfalls.
Towering, motionless, eucalypts stand guard, 
ghostly sentries, ready with rainy droplets 
to welcome to this blessed place.

Wandering walkers arrive stepping in well-worn tracks 
crunching a death bed of fallen, withered leaves.
Swooping and singing, rose-coloured lorikeets
lift eyes skyward, in a swirl, a dance, a beautiful chorus.  
Sulphur crested cockatoos screech messages of joy. 
All life seeking to tie the ribboned gift of peace into perfect 
harmony.  

Man-made park gates open our minds 
to pages of history of conflict when war was fought 
on the steep forest slopes of the Kokoda track and
fuzzy angels guarded brave soldiers coming to our rescue.

The Dandenongs remain a place of remembrance, 
embracing nature’s many inhabitants.

Gordon Veerasawmy, November 2018

The tea house in Ferntree Gully 
National Park
The artist Andy Machray lives in Ferntree Gully and 
climbs the 1000 steps a few times each week.  He tells 
us he ‘sat a couple of mornings under the trees with 
my headphones on and drew the scene freehand.  I like 
detail. The tools I used are 2H, 2, 4 and 6B grey lead 
pencils. No computer enhancement’. 

Andy also draws portraits and city scenes but now 
likes drawing buildings in country settings.



ALAN TUDGE MP
Federal Member for Aston

9887 3890
tudgeMP alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au

www.alantudge.com.au
Authorised by Alan Tudge MP, Liberal Party of Australia. Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South VIC 3152
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Hundredth anniversary of the Great War

On Sunday 11 November, 2018 the cessation of World 
War One was remembered at a ceremony conducted at 
the Knox War Memorial situated in The Tim Neville 
Arboretum, Dorset Road, Ferntree Gully.

The ceasing of hostilities, which had brought about 
the mobilisation of over 70 million people,  left between 
9 and 13 million people dead, with perhaps as many as 
one third with no known grave. 

Remembrance Day, which was originally called 
Armistice Day, commemorated the end of the hostilities 
for the Great War, with the signing of the armistice, 
which occurred on 11 November 1918,  the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 11th month.

On the first anniversary of the armistice, in 1919, 
one minute’s silence was instituted as part of the main 
commemorative ceremony. After the end of World War 
Two in 1945, the Australian and British governments 
changed the name to Remembrance Day as an 
appropriate title for a day which would commemorate 
all war dead.

The ceremony in Knox was unique in that it was almost 
entirely conducted by students from local primary and 
secondary schools. The students  participated with the 
readings, wreath laying, raising and lowering of the flags, 
ably supported by a school choir.  The involvement of 
the younger generation demonstrates an enthusiasm and 
empathy in remembering this special day. 

The new Commemorative Path at the Aboretum 
in Ferntree Gully (next to the War Memorial) was 
completed in time for the Armistice Day ceremony.  The 
path provides dates and markers of all the major battles 
in the War. I am proud to have secured federal funding 
for this and to work with Knox Council to deliver it in 
consultation with local RSLs. 

Please make an effort to walk the path, reflect and 
remember. 

Alan Tudge
Federal MP for Aston

New path commemorates battles

The Gallipoli Oak garden at Ferntree 
Gully North Primary School
Ferntree Gully North Primary School is lucky enough 
to have a Gallipoli Oak.  These oaks are from acorns 
that were collected at Gallipoli during World War 1.  
Our oak had been planted in a garden area that did not 
reflect its importance.

The parent Garden Club embarked on a project 
with Bunnings, the art teacher, parents and students 
to reinvigorate this space to be one where people could 
reflect and enjoy the surroundings.  The new Gallipoli 
Garden was officially opened at the 2018 Remembrance 
Day Service. A plaque refers to the tree and poppy 
mosaic posts symbolise the poppies that grew on the 
Western Front in Europe.

Our school leaders conducted the service and  students, 
parents, families and dignitaries had an opportunity to 
reflect on the importance of this day.

 Congratulations to our captains on their great work.

Proudly sponsored by 
Alan Tudge,

Federal MP for Aston

Photo above by John Mills. Others by Barbara Oehring. 
Below: Jack Prendergast, FTG North School; Mayor Cr 
Jake Keogh; MC Hurtle Lupton.



‘New beginnings are often 
disguised as painful 
endings.’  – Lao Tzu
The start of a new year 
is always a great time for 
reflection. And as I reflect 

back on my year 2018, I 
can’t help thinking how true the words 
of Lao Tzu, ancient Chinese philosopher, 
are.  2019 brings with it much excitement 
and the promise of love and adventure. 
Happy New Year everyone. 

Diana Roggenbucke

EACH – 1300 003 224 
Life! 
The six session Life! program provides education and 
support for those with high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, those carrying extra weight or a family 
history of Type 2 diabetes.  The program supports you 
to make changes to your diet and lifestyle to improve 
your health and reduce your risk of chronic disease such 
as diabetes, heart attack and stroke.  The program is 
run by EACH accredited health professionals, overseen 
by Diabetes Victoria and funded by the Victorian 
Government. 
Where: EACH - 1063 Burwood Highway, Ferntree 
Gully
When: For further details: Call 13 RISK (13 7475) 
Bookings essential.
Cost: free for eligible participants

Aquatic Physiotherapy
Aquatic Physiotherapy offers individual and group 
exercise in warm water under the supervision and 
instruction of a physiotherapist or exercise physiologist. 
Where: Knox Leisure Works YMCA – Tormore Road, 
Boronia
When: Thursday: 1:00pm – 2:00pm
            Thursday 2:00pm – 3:00pm 
Cost: from $10 per session 
Further details: A waiting list may apply

Educate for Great Weight Control
The Educate for Great Weight Control series is designed 
to provide education and support for people trying 
to lose weight.  It provides practical food and meal 
planning advice in a supportive group environment. 
There are four modules to attend. However, you can 
attend them in any order that suits you and at different 
days, sites and times.  Modules include: healthy eating 
and an introduction to label reading, supermarket tour, 
portion size and meal planning and weight loss methods
Where: EACH - 1063 Burwood Highway, Ferntree 
Gully.
When: Call Meagan Watson on 9757 6260 for your 

copy of the calendar of events to choose the times that 
best suit you
Cost: $8.00 per session
Further details: Bookings essential 

Toddler talk 
An interactive talk to empower parents with skills to 
help their child develop early speech and language 
through play.
Where: EACH - 1063 Burwood Highway, Ferntree 
Gully  
When: Friday 15 February
Time: 1:00pm – 2:30pm 
Cost: Gold coin donation

Upwey Country Music
The Upwey Country Music Club is presenting its 
regular Walk Up - Open Mic concert, on Sunday 
3 March, at the Guides Hall in Underwood Road, 
Ferntree Gully, from 12.15 - 5 pm. Artists perform 
songs in the Country, Bluegrass and Folk genres. The 
hall can accomodate an audience of up to 100. All 
welcome.
New singers, musicians, and bands are always welcome. 
A band or musician is available to back singers, if 
required. Just bring your music along.
There is a small entrance charge of $7 ($5 for members) 
to help cover costs. 
Enquiries to Graham  03 5964 8298

Knox Festival 
Knox Festival is a free community festival, where you 
will find fun for all ages and abilities, from community 
and market stalls, delicious food trucks, all day stage 
entertainment, free children’s activities, thrilling rides 
and heaps of free interactive and creative fun for the 
whole family.
Where: Wally Tew Reserve, Brenock Park Drive, 
Ferntree Gully
When: Saturday 2  March and Sunday 3 March
Time: 10:00am to 5:00pm Cost: Free

Annual fundraiser at Mumbai Grill
March 2 will see the annual fundraiser for two Indian 
charities. The fundraiser is hosted by a group of local 
people, affectionately known as the ‘Gully Group’. 
In past years the funds raised by the group have 
contributed to education, health facilities, microfinance 
and so much more for villages in West Bengal and for 
a school for Tibetan refugees in Dharamsala in the 
foothills of the Himalayas.  
Monies raised have provided rickshaw buses to transport 
children to school thereby alleviating a 20 kilometre 
walk. Funds have purchased books, computers and 
furniture as well as providing for education and health 
services. The event will take place at the Mumbai Grill 
where there’ll be a delicious meal and entertainment. 
Where: Mumbai Grill ,  Forest Road, Ferntree Gully
When: 2 March 2019. 6 for 6.30pm, 
Cost:  $40 per head  RSVP: by 20 February to 
tcannon@bigpond.net.au

Bright Ideas Network 
The Knox Bright Ideas Network brings together older 
Knox residents and community groups, who support 
older people to share current and future challenges for 
Knox seniors.  The meetings are held bi-monthly and 
aim to give participants the opportunity to develop 
ideas and opportunities, which actively support seniors 
to continue to contribute and participate in the Knox 
community.
Where: Knox Library, Westfield Knox, Wantirna South
When: TBA
Time: 2:00pm – 3:30pm 
Bookings essential: please book by calling Linda 
Keenahan on 9298 8828 or email linda.keenahan@
knox.vic.gov.au

On-Road Defensive Cycling (intermediate)
Want to gain confidence in traffic?  On-Road Defensive 
Cycling instructors will help you learn about safety 
checks, bike handling and practical traffic riding skills 
such as correct road positioning.  Learn to navigate 
roads without bike lanes with two instructors and visit 
intersections and roundabouts. 
Where: Basketball courts at Fairpark Reserve, Manuka 
Drive cnr Scoresby Road, Boronia
When: Saturday 9 February 
Time: 10:00am to 3:00pm
Cost: $10 (lunch provided)
Booking essential: call 9298 8800 or Knox.vic.gov.au/
cycling
Additional information: Participants must be able to 
ride and should bring own bike and helmet.

Powers of Attorney and Advanced Care 
Planning
This information will cover both planning for the 
future: powers of attorney and medical treatment 
decision making as well as advanced care planning in 
order to enable you to make the best choices for your 
life and health care, based on your personal values and 
beliefs.
Where: Knox Civic Centre, 511 Burwood Highway, 
Wantirna South
When: Tuesday 5 March
Time: 10:00am to 12:30pm 
Cost: Free 
Bookings are essential please call Linda Keenahan on 
9298 8828 or email linda.keenahan@knox.vic.gov.au

Knox community chess enthusiasts
Chess Open.  No matter your skill level, this game is 
played in a social and fun space.  It is a great opportunity 
to use your brain and meet new friends. 
Where: Westfield Knox Community Space – Westfield 
Knox Shopping Centre
When: Thursdays 
Time: 10:30am to 3:00pm
For more information call Eddie Atacador on 0409 417 
719 or email eddie.atacador@hotmail.com

Ferntree Gully News February 2019

26 What's On



Playtime

Ferntree Gully News February 2019

 

Your community contacts
Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com

FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316
playing at  Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides  Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information 
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087  
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Anne McPherson 9801 2771, fourth 
Mondays, Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association  9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677

Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup frplaygroup@gmail.com .
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457 460 313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed  
gullymenshed34@gmail.com

Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm

Knox Baseball Club Gilbert Park David Rice 0419 330 323 
www.knoxbaseball.com.au

Knox Community Gardens Society Inc. Mobile 0490 970 
722 knoxcommunitygardens@gmail.com

Knox District Woodworkers Club Lynette Hartley 9758 
9605

Knox Environment Society www.kes.org.au
Knox Exercise & Social Group. 
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays  1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary: 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library  10am-12pm Fridays and Saturdays 
0424 265 790
Life Activities Club Knox Margaret 9762 4332
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garrey 0400 823 441, 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-11.30am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday, 
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG  Graeme Aspinall 0425 432 290,
Thursdays 6.45pm 
Rowville Seniors Sports 9763 7400
U3A Knox 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club, Kings Park. Kim 
Winters 0409 559 800.  www.uftgcc.com.au
Upwey Community Music  Graham 03 5964 8298
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Pancretan Association of Melbourne 
The Pancretan Association provides tennis club 
memberships, Greek dancing and music classes to 
the Hellenic community. Their mission is to connect 
people of Hellenic background and Cretan descent 
from Australia and around the world and to promote, 
celebrate and sustain moral, cultural, religious and 
historical traditions of Crete.
For more information or to become involved, call Tony 
Tsourdalakis, President of the Association on 9800 0148 
or 0419 856 736 or email info@pancretan.com.au 

Yogaplex and more in Upwey
Experience the finest in Hatha Yoga, here in Upwey, 
overlooking Ferntree Gully and surrounds. 
Mention this article for half-price introductory specials, 
including private, ‘personal trainer’ sessions for beginner 
to advanced.
Spiritual Cinema and discussion Saturdays 7pm 
continues to be an awesome tool for raising awareness 
with specially selected titles for enjoyment and 
enlightenment. Saturdays 3 to 6pm features our ‘Lawful 
Spirit forums’ currently focusing on taxation as a 
consciousness, not legal, problem, with escalating rates 
and charges, and much more.
  Built 100 years ago as a guest house and cafe, the 
derelict Magpie House building was restored in 2005. 
See www.MagpieHouse.com.au for details.

Librarian Judy Wolff reading Gully News online at the 
Brandenburg Gate, Berlin.



www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au
Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858

RENTAL PROPERTIES URGENTLY REQUIRED
There are many secrets to finding good tenants. Come and talk with our skilled property managers and 

learn how to maximise your investments. Our services include all aspects of property management, 

whether it’s finding tenants, collecting rents, performing inspections or resolving issues, you can rely on 

Abley Real Estate Professionals to provide a comprehensive property management solution.

 

 CAN YOU HELP THESE PROSPECTIVE TENANTS?
•	 Business couple with small dog, need top quality residence

•	 Mum and dad with 5 kids – need 5 bedrooms, minimum double garage

•	 Single man with no pets requires spotless 2 bedroom unit or apartment

•	 Overseas couple with good credit reference just arrived in Australia want 3 bedroom 

house in excellent condition
 

For more information about services, call our Property Management team 

today on 9758 5858

Abley Real Estate Pty Ltd


