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Barbara Oehring photographed rock band ‘One More Weekend’. From left : Leith Dougan, Connor Dougan, Paul Healey and Tim Aslett.

One More Weekend . . .

Rock band ‘One More Weekend’ the Ferntree Gully Art Society’s annual culminating in the Village Fair. (See
on stage at the Hut Gallery. But not Street Art Show (see page 17).
page 5 and throughout this edition for
just on any weekend. Their energetic It’s the time of the year for weekend many more events.)
perfomance marked the opening of entertainments all around the Gully,

Saturday 24 November
10.00am to 2.00pm
Music and dancing
Food and family fun
Free circulation to 9500 households and businesses in Ferntree Gully
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Ferntree Gully News

A volunteer produced, bi-monthly, community newspaper
published by the Mountain District Learning Centre in
collaboration with the Ferntree Gully Village Traders Inc. The
paper aims to build and strengthen community in Ferntree
Gully by reporting on the stories and activities of people and
groups in the Gully.
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We are delighted to announce the publication of
Ferntree Gully News, Scenes and Stories, 2009-17, a
collection of stories and photographs sourced from
the first 50 issues of this newspaper. The book will
be available for purchase from 1 October 2018.
This book is a uniquely crafted portrait of people,
individual and groups, in a special place and time.
The high standard of the production also enhances
the many quality photographs that originally
appeared on newsprint.
We wish to thank Knox City Council’s Community
Development Fund for a grant towards funding the
cost of printing. Also the publishers, Mountain
District Learning Centre and the members of the
Gully News team for help in production. Special
thanks go to Teresa Cannon who did most of the
selection and editing and all of the formatting.
Above all we say thank you to all the contributors
to the book and to the newspaper and to the
community of Ferntree Gully.
You are what it is all about!

Anne Boyd

Purchasing information
Ferntreee Gully News – Scenes and Stories, 2009-17
Priced at $15, copies can be purchased either by
cash, eftpos or credit card payment from:
Mountain District Learning Centre Office,
13-15 The Avenue, FTG.
Ferntree Gully News Agency 2/69 Station Street,
Ferntree Gully.

Join us

If you would like to help, either with gathering or editing
news, stories and photos, managing advertisements or
delivering the paper, contact Anne Boyd 9758 8278 or
John McMillan 9758 4331, or call in at our office at
No. 8 The Avenue.

Contact us

Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056 (Tuesdays or leave a message)
Email: gullynews@gmail.com
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Gully News volunteer,
Heidi Lighten is in
England: at Willy Lotts
Cottage, Flatford in
Constable country

The Ferntree Gully News team

Ferntree Gully News first appeared in 2009. There are now more
than 50 volunteer walkers and an enthusiastic production team in
the office on Tuesdays.
Editor: Anne Margot Boyd 9758 8278
Office: Heidi Lighten, Mary Trinnie, Pam McConnell, Alice Collins, John
McMillan, Gavin Green, Judith O’Donnell, Beverley Mills, Beth Duffy.
Website: Meg Hellyer
Writers: Teresa Cannon, Graham Crichton, Peter Stagg, Gemma Franks
and others
Distribution Manager: John McMillan 9758 4331
Book-keeping: John Ford
Design and formatting: Dandystripes Design
Illustration: Pete Rowe
Image editor: Gary Fevreau
Photography: Barbara Oehring, Gary Fevreau and others
Community News: Lynn Brewster and Diana Roggenbucke
Printed by McPherson Media at Newsprinters
Published by Mountain District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully, 3156

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are not necessarily
those of the supporting organisations unless acknowledged as
such. No endorsement of products and services is implied by the
listing of advertisers and sponsors. While every effort is taken to
print contributions accurately, the publishers take no responsibility
for errors.

Find Ferntree Gully online

The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing.
The newspaper website is ferntreegullynews.com
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District Learning Centre is mdlc.
com.au For news and events: ferntreegully.vic.au
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au

Deadlines for copy & advertising

Issue

Copy due

Distribution

56 Dec.
2019
57 Feb.
58 Apr.

26 Oct.

16 Nov.

12 Jan.
15 Mar.

1 Feb.
5 Apr.

email to gullynews@gmail.com
Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056 or contact MDLC 9758 7859
ABN 20 093 868 002

If you would like to deliver Ferntree Gully News,
please contact John McMillan 9756 4331 for zone
maps and briefing. The paper comes out six times a
year and it’s good exercise!

Community News
This year there is a larger than usual number of
businesses changing hands in the Village.
Many will be sad to see the closing of Phil Gore’s clock
repair shop (see more on page 4) as will the many clients
of Sylva’s Clothing Repairs.
After 17 years operating as Sylva’s Alterations and
Repairs in Ferntree Gully Village, owner Hilda has
moved to Rowville. She is continuing her clothes’
alteration business and hopes her regular customers
continue to use her services, now by appointment only.
Telephone: 0400 765 007. Also in Station Street the
milkbar at 101 has closed, as has the gift shop across the
road . While we await new businesses in these premises
we invite you to support the businesses already opened
in the village this year: Coaching Zone, Sequence
Hypnosis, Empire Wash, Mae Collard’s Music School,
Flametrees Burger Bar, Captain Stomp, all of whom we
thank for advertising in our paper.
And finally the council maintenance truck,
photographed recently, rather too upclose with the Loi
Yang restaurant, was certainly not going anywhere it
should have been.

Ning’s story

Teresa Cannon
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To Truly Change Your Life, You
Must First Change Your Mind

Traders may have noticed that trade is slow – it’s time
for all to stick together and support each other. Don’t
forget the little things: welcome our customers, friendly
smiles, farewells on leaving. Also, we need your support
for our Village Fair – November 24 (election day).

Des Higginbotham,
Chair, Village Traders Inc.

In 10 years in Australia, Ning has returned to visit her
parents three times. She plans to stay here and make
her life in Australia. ‘Life is innocent here,’ she says. For
her it’s the freedoms she enjoys; the freedom to act and
the freedom to speak one’s mind.
And what of the future for Ning? She had ideas of
moving on but things may have changed. ‘Ferntree
Gully is like home,’ she says. ‘Everyone knows everyone.
And now I know everyone. It’s just like the little village
I came from.’

feelings

Many readers would know Ning. She’s the exuberant
manager of IGA in the Gully.
‘Ning’ belies her name. ‘It’s actually Ning, Ning,’ she
says with loud laughter. ‘Ning means quiet and I’m
anything but quiet,’ she announces as decibels ascend
another notch. That’s Ning. Her warm personality is
immediately encompassing.
Ning grew up with her parents and two older brothers
in the tiny village of Jiang Yin in the province of Fujian,
south eastern China. The village is situated on a river,
surrounded by mountains and sea. Ning loved the
fact that the village was so tiny that everyone knew
each other. She delighted in the festivals, especially at
New Year, when the village was decorated in red and
shuddered to the sound of fireworks.
Seafood was plentiful and people supplemented this
with vegetables and rice. Until recently, the mountains
created a natural barrier from other parts of China. The
isolation resulted in different customs and languages.
Before her arrival in Australia, Ning spoke Mandarin
and the local dialect, which is a complex tongue with
tonal and word structure variations.
At 16 Ning bucked the life trend she saw before her;
an early marriage which might deny her an education.
She’d never been outside her village yet she convinced
her parents to allow her to come to Australia, where
she lived with her grandparents, studied English and
went to school to complete her VCE. You’d imagine
a young woman in a strange country unused to its
customs and without the language, would struggle.
Not Ning. She warmed to the friendliness of her fellow
students and worked hard at her studies. She completed
her schooling, went to university and graduated as an
Electrical Engineer. After three years of unsuccessful job
applications in engineering she opted to remain in retail
work, the work that had provided her with an income
while she studied.
‘Work is work,’ she says. ‘I like whatever I’m doing.’
For 10 years she’s been working in supermarkets. She
began on the registers and four years ago entered the
realm of management. She likes to be in charge. ‘I like
to do things my way,’ she quips.

headache

Time to stick together

From one village to another

tension

Comings and goings in the Village
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Clinical Hypnosis Services

125 Station Street, Ferntree Gully
0401 909 941
www.sequencehypnosis.com.au

Shop 3/107 Station Street
Ferntree Gully
Your local IGA community store

Seniors
Discount
087 Ferntreegully IGA A5 Postcard.indd 1

Great
Weekly
Specials

Home
Delivery

10/09/14 3:47 PM
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Community News

Philip Anthony Gore: horologist extraordinaire

Breakfast with Beau Vernon
at Rotary Charity Business Breakfast

The Rotary Club of Rowville-Lysterfield
will be holding their Autumn Charity
Business Breakfast on Friday 12 October
2018. This event will be held at the
Churchill-Waverley Golf Club Function Centre,
82 Bergins Road Rowville. The function will also
include a raffle with a host of prizes to be won plus an
auction of great items to be conducted by auctioneer
‘extraordinaire’ Brenton Wilson, Director, Barry Plant
Rowville.
After 26 years in his shop on the corner of Horologist
Lane and Station Street, Ferntree Gully, Philip is
retiring. ‘I am retiring from the shop, not from the
trade’, he says.
Philip has always had a fascination with clocks and
watches. He commenced his working life in the United
Kingdom as a toolmaker and fitter and turner. In 1973
he moved to Australia and worked day and night on two
jobs. ‘There were years of struggle and it wasn’t easy.’ In
1983, with borrowed counters and stock he set up the
shop, Ferntree Gully Watch and Clock. As Phillip says:

‘the rest is history’. The shop has been a treasure trove
of many things, not just clocks and watches.
I have been fortunate to interview Philip for Ferntree
Gully News on several occasions. His knowledge of the
history of clocks and watches is known locally, state
wide, nationally and world wide.
To Philip and Trish, goodbye and good luck. You will
take a piece of the soul of Ferntree Gully with you. We
will miss you both, and the French Tower Clock.
The shop is closing 22 December 2018.

Alice Collins

Councillor’s column
Update on the Dorset Road extension
Given the recent near misses on Brenock Park Drive
and the ever intensifying congestion in Ferntree
Gully and Lysterfield, Knox Council recently wrote
to the State and Federal Government, opposition and
local MPs on the desperate need for the Dorset Road
extension.
Responses to this request from council for an
extension of Dorset Road were received at the most
recent council meeting in August. These responses
are publically available in the minutes of the council
meeting and I urge every community member
interested in this project to look at the responses
from our local members. There is a desperate need for
this project. In the lead up to the State and Federal
elections, the advocacy needs to ramp up, both from
me and from all community members.
I urge all to reach out to their local members, after
reading their responses, in an attempt to progress a
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The keynote speaker will be Beau Vernon

At 23 years old, Beau Vernon suffered a spinal cord
injury whilst playing Australian Rules Football for
Leongatha Football Club, leaving him a quadriplegic.
Any spinal cord injury can have disastrous effects; in
Beau’s case, the injury has randomly affected so many
of his normal bodily functions and movements, that it’s
hard to grasp and understand what he has had to deal
with and overcome.
His story over the past six years is amazing, inspiring
and enlightening, so much that you will want to cry,
laugh and wonder at what one determined man can
achieve against such odds! Beau has also married his
childhood sweetheart and now they have a beautiful
baby boy.
This is only a brief overview of Beau Vernon’s story.
You’ll just have to come to the Breakfast to hear the
rest of it.
This event promises to be entertaining and thought
provoking for everyone and this rare opportunity should
not be missed, so book now.

Bookings close Friday 5 October 2018

desperately needed project that has been halted for
too long.
With the recent announcement that Alan Tudge,
our Federal Member for Parliament, has become the
Minister for Urban Infrastructure, it would be easier
than ever for a commitment to be made on this
project. So we must continue to push for it.

Dobson Ward Councillor Jake Keogh

The Rotary Spring Charity Business Breakfast on Friday
12 October 2018 will commence at 6.45am for 7.00am
prompt start, concluding approx. 8.30am to allow
attendees to reach their work place by 9.00am. The
cost is $60 per head and $35 for students including a
hot buffet breakfast, tea/coffee etc. Bookings close on
Friday 5 October 2018 and should be made via either a
cheque to Rotary Club of Rowville-Lysterfield Inc. P.O.
BOX 2852, Rowville 3178 or by credit card to: www.
trybooking.com/XKJK For full booking information,
log on to the Club website at : www.rowvillerotary.
com.au Phone enquiries to : Neil on 0418 478 647 or
James on 0417 548 662.

Community Bank
New faces at the Ferntree Gully Community Bank Branch

Meet Aaron Hogan. Aaron is the new manager at
the Ferntree Gully Bank branch. He joined the Knox
Community Bank Group in 2017. He is also Senior
Customer Relations manager for the group. Aaron
is passionate about all aspects of customer service,
especially about lending. He says he derives much
satisfaction from assisting customers and helping them
realise their property ownership dreams.
Aaron’s move into Senior Customer Relationship
Management and Branch Management roles has now
enabled long-serving staffer Tina Doran to focus fully
on lending, in particular supporting clients and families
through the loan application process.
Many of us will recall that Tina worked at the Ferntree
Gully Community Bank for over six years from 2011 to
2017. She has always been an extremely well respected
team member. She left to develop her lending skills and
has now returned to work full time at our branch.Tina
enjoys Ferntree Gully, the sense of community, the local
traders and all that makes the area such a beautiful
place in which to live and work.
In addition to growing our internal lending expertise
at the Ferntree Gully Community Bank, manager
Aaron will oversee community activities, while Deb,
Anna, Anthony, Jenny and Zac will be busy managing
customer service at the Gully branch.

Caribbean Business Centre Branch

Customers who visit the new Caribbean Business Centre
Branch have commented on how different the look and
feel of this branch is. The Caribbean Business Centre
(cashless) Branch is located at Retail 1, 44 Lakeview
Drive Scoresby Vic 3179. If you are in the area, feel free
to pop in and see the branch. Just keep in mind that it
is a cashless branch and doesn’t offer all the services on
offer at the Ferntree Gully Community Bank.
We appreciate your support and the entire team at
Ferntree Gully Community Bank looks forward to being
of service to you soon.

5
5

Ferntree Gully

Saturday
24 November
10.00am to 2.00pm
in and around The Avenue
CFA Open Day * Animal Farm * Stalls
Jumping Castle * Live Music
Christmas Exhibition * Hot Food
Children’s Activities with The Librarians

Ferntree Gully Village Fair 24 November

Congratulations to the Upwey
Community Bank Branch on their
20th anniversary

The Upwey branch and its community are rightly proud
of their achievements in running a profitable bank
branch and in giving money back to the commuity.
Opening in October 1998, Upwey was the first urban
Community Bank branch. It was the model for the
Ferntree Gully branch which opened two years later. The
community bank model is now a reality across Australia
and has helped whole townships survive.
Both our community bank branches are looking
forward to continuing to support the community for
the next 20 years.

Supporting
your community
Fern Tree Gully Community
Bank®Branch
www.kcbg.com.au

The 2018 Village Fair is proudly sponsored by the
Ferntree Gully Community Bendigo Bank. Plans for
the fair are well under way with many local community
groups and traders groups already committed to
activities.
If you or your group would like to take part please
contact:
gullynews@gmail.com
Or Ferntree Gully Newsagency.

Barbara Oehring photographed stalls at the 2017 Village
fair

Market Stallholders wanted
for Ferntree Gully Village Fair
Saturday 24 November
Contact Anne Abbott 0423 936 523
Email: FGNews@bigpond.com.au
Ferntree Gully Community Bank Branch
67 Station Street, Ferntree Gully
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Community News

Try to achieve and Cubs will!

On 11 August about 140 Cubs aged 7-10 years flocked
to Melbourne Australia Temple for our famous Badge
Day event.
Cubs were able to select three level 1 achievement
badges to ‘Try to Achieve’. They were able to choose
from Animals & Birds, Arts & Design, Citizenship,
Codes & Signals, Cyclist, Engineer, First Aid, Flight,
Handcraft, Masks & Sculpture, Naturalist, Scientist,
and Weather.
At lunchtime they presented their collections to the
District Cub Leaders to earn their Collector Level 1
or Level 2 Badge, a fourth badge for the day. We saw
some amazing collections – the fossil collection was
particularly interesting!
We interviewed a few Cubs about their day and here
is what Lily (1st Bayswater Cub Pack), Matthew (1st
Bayswater Cub Pack) and Cooper (Heany Park Cub
Pack) had to say...
What do you like about badge day? Lily: I get to
learn all new stuff and it’s really fun. Matthew: That
we got to earn up to four badges. Cooper: That I learnt
new things.
Which badge did you like doing and why? Lily: I
liked all of them especially Art & Design because I
got to learn how to draw really
good comics and pictures. Also I
got to see some famous pictures.
Matthew: I liked doing my
cyclist badge because we got to
go for a ride with my Akela.
Cooper: Handcraft because I
liked making the puzzle.
Do you like being with all
the other 12 packs? Lily: Yes,
because I can make new friends.
Right: Probus high tea.
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Lions Club family fun day

Matthew: Yes, because I like to meet new friends in
different packs. Cooper: Yes. I met some nice people.
What do you think of the venue? Lily: It was good.
Matthew: It was big and open. Cooper: I like that there
is lots of space.
Other comments about the day? Lily: I got to make
lots of new friends and was disappointed when I had
to leave. Matthew: Can’t wait for the next one. Cooper:
I definitely would like to have another one next year.
By the end of the day we had many happy, tired
Cubs and leaders. Thank you once again to everyone
for making it a fantastic day! A big woof of thanks
to Melbourne Australia Temple for the use of their
fabulous venue!
If you are interested in trying Scouting go to: http://
www.vicscouts.com.au/join-us.html
4th Knox, 8th Knox and 1st Ferntree Gully are the
local Scout Groups. You can try three nights for free! So
come along and join in the fun. Scouting is for youth
from age 5 to 26 years and after 26 there is lots of fun
to be had, by becoming a leader!

Nicole Klep
District Leader Cub Scouts

The volunteers of Lions Club of Ferntree Gully are
holding a family fun day on 14 October 2018 at
Glenfern Reserve behind the FTG Bowling Club from
10am to 2pm.
It is aimed at getting young families outside, playing
games and sports and seeing what community service
volunteers get up to. There will be all sorts of games
like tunnel ball, hand ball competitions, sack races but
also the FTG Bowling and Tennis clubs are supporting
this Lions event by opening their doors and providing
instruction in barefoot bowling and tennis at the same
time.
The event is a fundraiser for the Angliss Hospital.
There are lots of items needed, for example a
portable bed for the birthing suite or walking aids for
physiotherapy, so it depends on the amount raised.
Lions have no income stream so all aspects of this
event have to be sponsored or donated. We would really
appreciate having a major sponsor for the day and there
are opportunities for the naming rights of individual
games available. Any donations of toys or vouchers
prizes for the games would be fantastic.

Karen Young
0419 392 597

Knox Probus Club News
Following Dr Sue Schofield’s talk about Orangutans
plight in the wild, at the July meeting of the Knox
Combined Probus Club, a collection tin was placed on
the table and raised over $200. Part of this money will
be used to adopt a young orphan female Orangutan
named Popi where the proceeds will be used to fund
her accommodation, food and training so she can one
day return to life in the forest.
In August, speaker Paul Fleming from Centrelink
spoke about Residential Home Care, Pensions and
Allowances and other financial matters affecting older
Australians. These are complex issues and the time
available only allowed for a quick summary of the
major points. However, most members gained new
information and may have been alerted to an allowance
entitlement that they were previously unaware of.
August was a busy month for trips and events with a
theatre trip to see ‘Mamma Mia’ at the Regent Theatre
considered a success. Another outing was to the historic
town of Maldon where 36 members enjoyed a full day
out. Unfortunately, due to a mix up over times, our
promised tour guide did not eventuate, so we spent
the time on a rather long lunch at the Kangaroo Hotel.
Gold is still being discovered in the Maldon area and
the hotel is happy to exchange gold nuggets for drinks
and food, all at the current gold price of course.
And to finish off August, 30 members of our Sup &
Sip lunch club visited Zest restaurant at Holmesglen
College for a HighTea Lunch cooked and served by the
students. Beautiful food and well served but more than
we could manage I’m afraid.

Proudly sponsored by
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

Community News
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Aston Community Awards honour local heroes
Amy and her committee have raised over half a
million dollars working with local groups including
the police, ambulance, fire brigades, churches, sporting
groups, politicians and families all striving to support
each other as they walk 18 hours at the athletics track.
She is dedicated, enthusiastic, proud, humbled and
spirited. Her commitment to Knox Relay for Life is to
be applauded and celebrated.
Edwin Saravanapavaan – Youth Volunteer Achievement
Award
Edwin as a University student is volunteering at a local
primary school. He is a sports coach at Knox United
Soccer Club and also a local Basketball Club.
Edwin now runs his own charity organisation called
Action Against Adversity and has raised over $8,000
for children in need in Melbourne and in south Asia.
He is a leader and a selfless charitable young person
who is a terrific role model to youth in our community.
Our local volunteers are the glue to our community;
they build the social fabric and make our society a
better place.
Well done to all of our finalists and award winners!
The annual Aston Community Awards were held last
month to celebrate our local volunteers and community
groups who give their time, skill and energy to helping
others and making the Knox community a better place
to live.
I was joined by the member for Bayswater, Heidi
Victoria MP, the member for Ferntree Gully, Nick
Wakeling MP, the member for Rowville, Kim Wells MP
and last year’s community category winner Peter Lusk to
announce the 2018 winners of the Aston Community
Awards. My office received hundreds of nominations for
the awards, four of which were selected as the winners
of the four categories.
The overall winners in the four award categories were:
Stephen Chew – Senior Volunteer Achievement Award
Stephen has spent over 40 years in Scouting. He was
the inaugural Chairman of the first Chinese Scout group
and a former director of the Victorian Scout Association.
He has spoken at Interfaith conferences including the
Nation’s Peace Day event. In retirement he dedicates
his time to the community promoting multiculturalism
and inclusion. Stephen works tirelessly to promote
multiculturalism to build a stronger, safer and socially
cohesive society.

Restore Community Care – Community Group
Achievement Award
Restore Community Care opened its doors in 2009
and continues to assist many families in Knox with
emergency food supplies where financial hardships
are experienced. People deeming themselves in crisis,
families and individuals, can stock up on about two
weeks of fresh, frozen, refrigerated and shelf products
at a time to see them through tough periods in their
lives. This helps put food on the table and provide for
children’s school lunches, where otherwise many more
people would severely struggle. Other services include
budgeting Advice, Counselling, Community Afternoon
Teas, Children’s Holiday Programs, assistance with
medication and more.

Alan Tudge MP
Federal Member for Aston
Recently the Australian Electoral Commission changed
boundaries so that all of Ferntree Gully is now in Aston.
Ferntree Gully News appreciates Federal MP Alan Tudge’s
continuing sponsorship of our paper.

Amy Hillier – Individual Volunteer Achievement Award
Amy is known for her enormous quantities of energy
and enthusiasm with the ability to encourage those
around her to achieve amazing results. Over the past
six years, Amy with her small committee has brought
together local communities to run the Knox Relay for
Life bringing much needed support to those suffering
from cancer within the area of Knox.

ALAN TUDGE MP
Federal Member for Aston
tudgeMP
9887 3890

alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au
www.alantudge.com.au

Authorised by Alan Tudge MP, Liberal Party of Australia. Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South VIC 3152
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Mountain Gate News

What’s happening to Mountain Gate Shopping Centre?
The Mountain Gate News Agency Tattslotto have
recently done a total renovation of their new premises
only four shops from their previous address.
So now we have a 525m2 shop in the heart of
Mountain Gate looking for a new tenant. It is extremely
rare to find a shop of this size in Mountain Gate so we
must select a tenant who will attract customers to the
centre. Suggestions include Asian groceries, fruit &

veg, large butchers even a health and well-being centre
to name a few.
We now also have a vacant restaurant in Mountain
Gate as Jack’s Place lease is now at an end with a message
on the door mentioning it closed due to family reasons.
I for one will miss their great soup.

Ray Abley
The Professionals

Real estate news
It’s not good news for our residential market as it still
shows signs of pulling back. Investors are extremely
cautious and want to wait and see the benefits new
state and federal governments will bring to real estate
once the elections are over. Forthcoming elections are
not helping the real estate market.
But yes we do have good news; sales of commercial
and industrial properties are in high demand especially
in the small to medium range. There is very limited
stock of these properties hence the good prices and
quick sales.

Ray Abley
The Professionals

Trick or Treat
Annual Halloween Parade
Friday 26 October 3 pm to 7pm

Free entertainment for you
and your family
Ferris wheel
Roving entertainers
Face painting

Trick or treating
Jumping castle
Balloon modelling

Work is nearly complete on refurbishment of the Reserve at the western end of the shopping centre.

Register online on
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au or on
the day outside Mad About Pets (Shop 55)
from 3.00pm to receive your trick or treat
entry form.
Prizes will be given randomly for best dressed
throughout the event
Once you have completed your trick or
treat form, hand it in at the table outside
Mountain Gate Newsagency (Shop 9) until
7.30 to receive your lolly bag.

Gully News reporter Alice Collins on holiday at Kata Juta. Brooke Hyde at Helloworld Mountain Gate organised the trip.
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Sharing the love of art

Folk Art workshops at H V Jones Reserve
The Society of Folk & Decorative Artists of Victoria is
a group of folk and decorative artists who meet every
month on the fourth Sunday of the month excluding
December and January.
Their Mission is to create a sharing and caring Society
where decorative painters of all levels, abilities and
ages come together to share a mutual love of Folk and
Decorative Art.
For the months of February, April, June, August, and
October each year, a guest speaker or event will follow
the general meeting. For the opposite months of March,
May, July, September and November, workshops are
held by visiting or member tutors.
For more information see the website: sfdav.com.au
Mailing address: PO Box 495 Mount Waverley Vic 3149
Meeting and workshop address: H V Jones Park,
Cnr Kingston Street and Ashton Road, Ferntree Gully,
Melways Map: 73G5
The Knox and District Toy Library is holding its
famous annual Messy Play Day on Saturday 27 October
from 10am - 12pm.
The fun morning is suitable for children aged 6
months to 6 years with activities including sensory tubs,
water and ice play, painting and craft, magic potions,
slime, bubbles plus lots more messy fun.
Knox and District Toy Library Manager and early
childhood educator Helen Riley says ‘Open ended messy
play experiences have many benefits for children. They
are a wonderful way for children to explore different
textures, stimulate their senses, imagination and

creativity, develop fine motor skills, provide a calming
and soothing experience, and there is no right or wrong
way to play. Best of all it is fun! A bonus for parents
is that if you come along to Messy Play Day, we do all
the clean up.’

Knox Toy Library’s Messy Play Day
Knox and District Toy Library is a community based,
volunteer run, not for profit organisation. The
library provides a variety of fun, educational and age
appropriate toys for loan at an affordable price and
promotes children’s learning through play. It has over
2500 toys available for borrowing.
Entry to Messy Play Day is $5 for members and $10
for non-members, per child. Please bring a smock and
change of clothes. Trial and discount memberships for
the toy library will be available on the day.
Knox and District Toy Library is located at 11 - 13
Gerda Street, Scoresby. For more details please visit
www.knoxtoylibrary.org.au

Thinking of volunteering?
Here’s an opportunity!
The friendly Mountain Gate Op Shop
would welcome volunteers to sort goods
and serve the stream of customers who
come looking for things to fill a need, for
treasures, or just for a chat. The proceeds
of the shop go to support local charities.
Call into 54 Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre.

Top left: Folk Art member Cheryl Gemmet and below,
art on display. Photographs by Barbara Oehring.
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So come and play cricket!

Upper Gully Cricket Club

Ferntree Gully Cricket Club All Abilities Cricket Program 2018-19
The Ferntree Gully CC (FTGCC)
All Abilities provides cricket
opportunities for children and adults
with a disability and is a member of
the Melbourne All Abilities Cricket
Association Inc. (MAACA) which
was founded in 2015.
The Ferntree Gully CC has an All Abilities cricket
program that provides regular skills training and
competition.
MAACA coordinates and conducts cricket
competitions during the summer cricket season in which
the FTGCC All Abilities cricket team participates.
Training is on a Wednesday evening at Wally Tew
Reserve, Glenfern Rd, Ferntree Gully at 5.30pm

commencing on Wednesday 3 October 2018.
Come along and be part of our cricket program in
season 2018-19.
All Welcome!
For more information on how to become involved,
please contact anyone of the following:
Frank McGowan, Ferntree Gully CC 0433 363 127.
Email: fm36702@gmail.com
Kev O’Byrne, Ferntree Gully CC & MAACA,
0407 326 954.
Email fsem15@bigpond.com

Glow-in-the-dark bocce

A successful Glow in the Dark Bocce event on 17
August, saw 30 athletes with 48+ parents and friends
in attendance. Seven new Special Needs participants
have come back to train and will register with Special
Olympics Australia to join the Melbourne Eastern
Ranges Bocce Team.
Don’t miss our fundraiser/awards night (see below).

Special Olympics World Summer Games
Abu Dhabi March 2019
Melbourne Eastern Ranges branch of
Special Olympics Australia
The MER committee
invites all members and friends to our

Fundraiser Event and Awards Night
in aid of our selected athletes to the World
Games
Saturday 24 November 6.30 to midnight
Venue: Knox Italian Community Club
99 Karoo Road, Rowville
3 course dinner $44.00 pp drinks at club prices
Laser show, dance the night away to the music of
dj JimmyD
Awards to athletes, coaches, volunteers and more
Raffle with lots of prizes
Bookings must go to Helen Sullivan 0404 100
924
or Michael Migliaccio 0419 330 977
payments by 31 October 2018
Make up a table of 10 only…Be there!
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Photo by Gary Fevreau.

This season promises to be a very exciting one for the
Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club.
After narrowly missing out on playing finals in Norm
Reeves Shield last year, we have been working hard in
the offseason to continue to build strong foundations
for our club to achieve success throughout all the grades,
both on and off the field.
We have made some new appointments for the
upcoming season, with Michael Hancock taking the
role as Head Coach. We are very excited to have Mick
on board, who as a past player was part of our last 1st
division premiership in 99/00. Shane Luck will captain
the 1st XI this season in which will be his fourth year
at Kings Park. We wish them both the best of luck.
There will be some new faces playing at the club this
year, along with some past players who have returned
after some time away from the game.
We have a fantastic junior program which is
developing some very good cricketers, some which I
anticipate may make their 1st XI debuts this year.
Our ladies team are looking to improve upon a great
season last year in which they not only qualified for
finals, but provided opportunities for our junior girls
to get a taste of senior cricket.
This season we will continue with 5 senior mens
teams, 1 ladies team and 2 veterans teams (40+).
If anyone is interested in playing cricket at Upper
Gully this season, please don’t hesitate to contact us
via the details below, or check out our Facebook page
and website www.uftgcc.com.au.
Go Kings!

President Rob Birnie Ph: 0434 104 930
Club email uftgcc_secretary@hotmail.com

From the Junior Coordinator, Sam Roy:

The Upper Ferntree Gully Kings are very excited for
the upcoming junior season which should see us put
forward a competitive side in each age group. Upper
Gully has built a junior program around involvement,
participation and most importantly having fun which
has helped produce on the field success in recent years!
Upper Gully will also continue to pioneer women’s
cricket in the area, as the only club fielding competitive
junior girls teams for the second year running.
For more information on the Junior Program please
contact Sam Roy on 0468517236 or for Girls Cricket
Tracey Walker on 0408 101 10

Sports page sponsored by
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club
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Congratulations rising star

Jaidyn Stephenson, Rising Star 2018.
Photo coutesy of Luke Mason.

Photographer Gary Fevreau sent us this photograph of the young Jaidyn playing for the Ferntree Gully Eagles.

Jaidyn Stephenson wins 2018 NAB AFL Rising Star Award
Jaidyn Stephenson, who attended St Joseph’s College
Ferntree Gully and is now playing for the Collingwood
Football Club, is the 2018 NAB AFL Rising Star.
Jaidyn received the Ron Evans Medal, a $20,000
personal investment folio and a dedicated personal
banker courtesy of NAB, at a function in Melbourne.
Stephenson, 19, was recruited from the Eastern Ranges
and the Ferntree Gully Football Clubs. The young
forward is the first Collingwood player to win the award
in its 26 year history.
Winner of the first Rising Star in 1993 and
Collingwood coach, Nathan Buckley said that
Stephenson has had a special year. ‘Very few players
play every match in their first season and fewer still
consistently excite and deliver like he has,’ Buckley said.
‘We thought, being a teenager, that he would tire but
he kept presenting a compelling case to be picked, kept
making things happen, kept kicking goals and helping
our forward system tick. I think that being a natural

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club
2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully
Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888
www.ftgbowls.com.au

listener, a driven competitor and humble, he arrived
at Collingwood determined to learn, which is why I
am confident that we will see so much more from him
in the years to come. Credit to Derek Hine and his
recruiting team for their judgement in drafting Jaidyn
and congratulations to his family, who have done so
much to make him the fine player and person he is.’
NAB CEO Andrew Thorburn said: ‘Jaidyn is an
incredibly talented player who has shown perseverance,
determination and resilience – attributes that serve him
well both on and off the field. He is an inspiration to
young football players and fans across the country and
I look forward to following his future success. At NAB
we are proud to back footballers – from NAB AFL
Auskickers to NAB AFL Rising Stars and the NAB
AFLW – and to help grow the game.’

Our Bistro is open

Come and join us for a meal at the
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

Ferntree

For lunch
Tuesday to Friday
12.00pm to 2.00pm
On Sundays
12.00 to 2.00pm
And for dinner
Tuesday-Sunday
from 6.00pm
Closed Mondays
Gully News August 2016
For bookings ring 9753 5888

12 Ferntree Gully CFA
Yeh, I know, we’ve heard it all before . . .
You would have to live in a vacuum not to have seen the
devastating bush fires in Greece, California, Canada and
even the Arctic Circle in recent months. Australia has
already had its share of destructive fires in Queensland,
along the NSW north and south coasts and in East
Gippsland.
The CFA Chief Officer warned in August that the
outlook was far from good and that fire restrictions
would occur in parts of Victoria in September, much
earlier than expected.
So, what do we do if we live in or near the high
bushfire areas of Ferntree Gully ?
Well, first of all we should heed the warning and start
preparing ourselves, our families and our properties. We
need to very carefully consider exactly where we live
and take into account the speed that fire travels. We

absolutely recommend a well prepared and practised
family bushfire survival plan which includes the option
to leave early on the morning of a predicted bad bushfire
day. Remember of course that bushfires can start and
spread rapidly on most days during the fire season so
residents need to have an alternative plan to leaving
early in case that is not an option.
It is recommended that residents come to one of our
interactive street meetings and visit us on our Open
Day on Saturday 24 November which is the same day
as the Ferntree Gully Village Fair. We will also be in
attendance at the St John’s Primary School Fete on
Saturday 27 October.
The CFA website is a great source of information
about all aspects of bush and house fires.

Litter is a burning issue

Environment Protection Authority Victoria (EPA)
issued 12,000 litter fines in 2017-18. The litter that
was most commonly reported by Victorians was the
discarded cigarette.
More than three quarters of litter reports to EPA
involve cigarette butts tossed from vehicles, and more
than half involved a cigarette that was still burning. A
lit cigarette is a serious fire hazard.
EPA’s litter reporting service gives the public a clear
mechanism for reporting people who throw litter from
a vehicle, by using the car’s registration number to track
down the alleged offender.
You can report littering at www.epa.vic.gov.au or by
calling 1300 EPA VIC (1300 372 842). It is important
to be willing to give evidence in court if the alleged
offender challenges the fine, but if you get the details
right, most of them just pay the fine.
Your report should identify the car, describe the
person, describe the litter and how it was disposed of,
and the time and place of littering.

PC, Mac, Laptop + Printer
Repairs, Sales + Upgrades
The Ferntree Gully firefighters who participated in the Melbourne Firefighter Stairclimb on 1 September.
Back row, left to right: Andrew Stanley, Dylan Davies, Captain Seamus Smith, Simon Steele, Rohan Laing, Scott
Monssen and Peter Mannaert.
Front row left to right: Lowan Sist, Catherine Hunter, Cassy Housiaux and Declan High (photo by Toddy Small).

Melbourne Firefighter Stairclimb

Ferntree Gully Volunteer Firefighters raised over
$17,000 by participating in the 5th annual Melbourne
Firefighter Stairclimb on Saturday 1 September. Eleven
firefighters out of a total of over 650 participants
climbed the gruelling 28 floors of the Crown Metropol
Hotel while carrying over 25kg of gear and wearing
breathing apparatus. The money raised has gone to
Lifeline and The Black Dog Institute to fight depression,
PTSD and suicide. The amount of over $17,000 was the
greatest amount raised by any fire brigade in Victoria or
interstate, which includes Metropolitan Fire Brigades.
Donations can be made to firefighterclimb.org.au
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Remember

Ferntree Gully CFA is a 100% volunteer brigade and
as such we are always looking out for prospective new
members who live within a relatively short distance
of the fire station and are fit, prepared to train and be
willing to learn new skills and meet new people. What
you learn could totally change your life and much of it
is transferable to work places. Why not come and have
a chat with us. You could be the kind of person that
we are looking for!
Contact Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade by emailing
info@ftgcfa.org.au

Graham Crichton
Ferntree Gully CFA

•
•
•
•

Troubleshooting
Computer Setup
Printer Setup
Email + Internet Setup

•
•
•
•

Data Backup + Recovery
Virus + Spyware Removal
Software Install
Ink Cartridges and Refills

109 Station St, Ferntree Gully

1300 489 434

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade
A 100% Volunteer CFA Brigade
Dedicated to making Ferntree Gully a
safer place since 1942
Fire calls 000

Mountain District Learning Centre 13
Going to Thailand
MDLC have been lucky enough to receive a $30,000
grant from the Commonwealth Bank Foundation to
fund a group of students to volunteer at an elephant
nature park in Thailand later in the year. Interested
students applied and were interviewed.
Around 12 students and three lucky staff members
have been selected. They will be spending three nights
in Chiang Mai and then seven days at the elephant park
which is about 60km north, nestled in the mountains.
They will spend their time volunteering in the daily
upkeep of the park which is home to elephants, dogs,
cats, buffalo, birds and many other animals.
The students will learn about the impact of tourism on
elephants as well as being immersed in the Thai culture
and meeting other volunteers from around the world.
After another two nights in Chiang Mai, they will
head home after the trip of a lifetime which many
wouldn’t necessarily have had the opportunity to
experience without this grant.

Catherine Dobson

Student Jack Lugg adds his comments
Last year one of my teachers, Natalie Geddes, had an
idea to give her students the extraordinary experience
of going to an animal rescue park in Thailand. Mrs
Geddes herself had the idea after going to the rescue
park that specialises in rescuing elephants. When I was
first told about the possibility of the trip late last year
I was very excited.
I’ve always loved animals as do many of the other kids
at MDLC and I could only imagine how unbelievable
it would be to be up close with elephants. I adore cats
and dogs but you see them in daily life. It’s not every
day you get to meet an elephant.
I was really impressed reading about the animal park.
I find it so fantastic that the elephant nature park or
ENP finds and rescues animals in need. At the park we
get to feed, wash and care for the elephants.
To make our dreams a reality we all have to raise funds,
so we will be able to go on this amazing adventure. My
friends and I are very enthusiastic about going there
and being able to help out this incredible organisation.
I for one feel so appreciative for all of us. None of us
have ever been given such an opportunity and it’s one
I am certain we’ll never forget.

Jack Lugg

Creative Christmas workshops to get you into the Christmas spirit
From basket weaving to gingerbread house decorating
– there’s something for everyone and to suit all budgets.
Bookings are essential. Call our friendly staff office
on 9758 7859 with enquiries and bookings for your
favourite classes and workshops.
Soapmaking with Sharnn
Organic coconut and olive oil soap.BYO essential oils
and empty 1L cardboard milk carton Saturday 13
October 11am-1pm
$65 + $5 to tutor on day

Set of three Christmas felt hearts
A little bit Scandinavian, easy to sew, great on the tree
Wednesday 21 November 1pm-3pm
$10 +$5 to tutor on day
Merry and bright reverse art canvas
Using mixed media techniques and materials to create
a perfect gift
Tuesday 27 November 12.30pm-3pm
$20 + $5 to tutor on the day

Basket weaving
A basket to hold your Christmas gifts
$30 + $10 to tutor on day
Saturday 27 October 11am-1pm

Christmas cards with Rachel
Making a set of three cards with bling and ribbon. Take
home instructions
Wednesday 28 November 1pm-3pm
$5 + $5 to tutor on day

Mini macramé pot plant holder
The most on trend gift this year
Tuesday 20 November 11am-1pm
$20 + $5 to tutor on day

Santa chimney table centre piece
Will look great on the table this Christmas
Tuesday 4 December 12.30pm-2.30pm
$15 + $5 to tutor on day

Commonwealth Bank Foundation
funding
Mountain Distict Learning Centre has recently received
a generous grant from this Foundation. It has made
possible the sturdents’ trip to Thailand (see story left).
The Commonwealth Bank has a long history of
employees giving. In 1918, through generous donations,
they sent care packages to Australians fighting in the
First World War. When the war ended, they continued
their fundraising efforts, buying cots for children in
hospital.
In the decades that followed, the giving continued to
grow, with hundreds of thousands of young people in
need provided with care and support.
Today, CommBank people are building upon
the legacy created over the last century. Through
their charity, the Foundation remains committed to
improving the wellbeing of Australians everywhere.

Mini gingerbread house decorating
Construct and decorate using home made gingerbread,
lollies and icing
BYO container to take piece home
Wednesday 5 December 1-3.00pm
$15 + $5 to tutor on day

Education for all...
in a small and flexible
learning environment.
MDLC is a registered training
organisation, learn local
centre and neighbourhood
house offering education,
training and a variety of
activities in a supportive
community setting.
Their RTO accredited
courses are offered within
Victoria and are supported
by funding from the
Department of Education
and Training.
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What’s On at Ferntree Gully Library
Grandparents’ Storytime
Thursday 11 October 11am-12pm
Celebrate Seniors Month and join us at the library for a
special Grandparents and Kids storytime. Enjoy stories,
songs and a craft activity.
Mums and Dads are very welcome to join in the fun!
A free event. Bookings essential.

Success with Seeds and Seedlings – with
Olwyn Smiley of The Backyard Vegetable
Thursday 25 October 2.30pm
Raising plants from seed is cheaper than buying
seedlings. However it is not always easy to grow plants
from seed, or from a punnet of seedlings. Here we
look at strategies for successful propagation while also
giving a second life to ‘waste’ materials. The Backyard
Vegetable aims to encourage home food growing with
a consultation service, trouble-shooting, and on-going
mentoring.
A free event. Bookings essential.

The World of Paper Dolls Display
Monday 1 October – Saturday 20 October (during
library opening hours)
Do you remember paper dolls from your childhood –
cutting them out, dressing them in a variety of outfits,
imagining yourself in their world? Paper dolls are now
seen as vintage collectables. Come along and enjoy
our display, including Japanese folded paper dolls, and
reminisce about your own childhood.
A free event.
Bookings – ring Ferntree Gully Library on 9800 6455
or book online on the library website www.yourlibrary.
com.au
Ferntree Gully Library is a branch of Eastern Regional
Libraries
Opening hours: Monday-Wednesday 9am-8pm,
Thursday & Friday 9am-5.30pm, Saturday 10am-1pm

Pining for the Fjords: a voyage along
Norway’s Arctic coast
Thursday 22 November 2.30pm
From the busy port of Bergen to Norway’s northernmost
islands and fjords, through stunning scenery, Bruce and
Jill Watson travelled to the land of the midnight sun
aboard the Hurtigruten shipping line, which provides
a lifeline to this country’s enchantingly beautiful, but
isolated communities. They will share stories and images
from this voyage.
A free event. Bookings essential.

Librarian Maria Belcher reading Gully
News at the Broome Public Library.

CO-EDUCATIONAL | ELC TO VCE
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Chicago sparkled from
beginning to end
The Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully takes a great deal of
pleasure in supporting Fairhills High School whenever
the opportunity arises. Over the past few months staff
and students at the school have been busy rehearsing
and preparing for a production of the musical Chicago.
Chicago is an American musical with music by John
Kander and lyrics by Fred Ebb. Set in Jazz Age Chicago,
the musical is based on a 1926 play of the same name by
reporter Maurine Dallas Watkins about actual criminals
and crimes she reported on. The story is a satire on
corruption in the administration of criminal justice and
the concept of the ‘celebrity criminal’.
Thursday 30 August was opening night and a number
of members of the Rotary Club of Ferntree Gully were
in attendance. We waited with anticipation for the
opening number and were not disappointed. What
a terrific production! Staff and students should be
justifiably proud of their efforts. This musical sparkled
from beginning to end.
The two lead females were excellent in their roles
and were extremely well supported by the rest of the
cast. The performers may have been young amateurs
but their performance was certainly not amateurish.
No doubt a lot of hard work went into this production
and it certainly paid off. A fantastic performance by a
very talented group.

Ray Hollis

St John the Baptist
Primary School Fete
Saturday 27 October

Our future is in good hands
Student leaders from 16 primary schools around Knox
joined Nick Wakeling MP recently for an annual
gathering to recognise the service and achievements of
our young leaders. Around 40 school leaders assembled
for the event at the office for the State Member for
Ferntree Gully.
The schools that participated in this year’s gathering

included: The Knox School, Eastern Ranges School,
Fairhills, Ferntree Gully North, Holy Trinity, Kent Park,
Knox Central, Knox Gardens, Knox Park, Mountain
Gate, St Andrews Christian College, St John the Baptist,
Templeton, Wantirna, Wantirna South, and Wattleview
primary schools.
Nick Wakeling said that the quality of conversation
and display of leadership from these young leaders
means that the world will be in very good hands.

A wonderworld of swimming
awaits children of all ages

Get your Early Bird Ride Tickets now!
On offer, the UFO, 4 Way Bungee, Chair O Swing,
Surf Shack Slide, Mega-Fun Castle, and Animal Farm
Book online at: www.trybooking.com/YHBX
Early bird ticket prices end Wednesday 24 October.
There are 2 packages on offer – Pre-schooler and
Super-pass.
Check for age and height restrictions to be sure of the
best pass for you!
Tickets will be available to collect at 10.30 on the day
from the ticket booth.
Please be sure to bring your receipt!
Devonshire Tea will be served in the Parish Hall.

CALL

9758 7719
FERNTREE GULLY

FOR YOUR FREE
INTRODUCTORY
LESSON

Brenock Park Drive (inside St Josephs College) Ferntree College.
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Street Art Exhibition 2018
Well up to expectation as one of the liveliest exhibitions
in the FTG Arts Society’s calendar, this year’s show did
not disappoint.
Following trends elsewhere, skateboards are taking
over the street. The show invited contributions either
as metre square canvases or on skateboard decks and
these dominated.
To open the show, rock band ‘One More Weekend’
gave of their best. A cool crowd of artists and friends
gathered expectantly to hear who won the generous
prizes. Judge Ian Blokkerus aka Blokk announced the
winners and Deputy Mayor Jake Keogh opened the
show.

The Ferntree Gully Arts Society
at The Hut Gallery
157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

October Exhibition
‘Members Annual Exhibition’
A Modern Twist

Prizes
On Canvas
1st Mia Pensa – ‘Smith St’

Weekends 11to 4pm from
Sunday 7 October to Sunday 4 November
Official opening and presentation of awards
2pm Sunday 14 October
A fine collection of different styles,
mediums, and subjects. A great opportunity
to purchase a wonderful piece of art
All welcome. Free entry

On Skateboard Deck
1st Mark Tagell - ‘Cherry Blossom’
2nd Fiona Clinton-flulia - ‘Boyd’s Forest Dragon’
3rd Fiona Hollis - ‘Mermaid’
Highly Commended Lucia Rizzo - ‘Pirates Wreck’
Commended Darren Tagell - ‘Ribb Tickler’
Encouragement Zali Flowers – ‘Wild Cats’

November Exhibitions
‘Bring your Best’

Note that the judge declined to award any other prizes in
the canvas category (he commented that had members
been eligible for prizes, then the second place would
have gone to Shirley Dougan and the third place to
Christine LaCreole).

Members’ Exhibition
and the Annual

‘After School Kids’ Exhibition

Weekends 11 to 4pm
Sunday 11 November to Sunday 9 December
The works of our very talented young students
An opportunity to purchase a special
Christmas Present
All welcome. Free entry
FTGAS conducts Life Drawing, Still Life,
Print, Portraiture, Artist workshops
and a children’s afternoon art class
Private art courses are available as well.
Members and non-members are welcome
For information
the_hutgallery.wordpress.com/
Or Facebook, The Hut Gallery Ferntree Gully Arts Society
Come and check out our friendly Art Society
New members welcome
First workshop free

Photo by Barbara Oehring

You are here

A sculpture garden at The Hut
Recently Ferntree Gully Arts Society began the
development of their sculpture garden. As a first
stage, ferro-cement artist Sioux Dollman worked with
members and non-members to create a decorative
gate opening to the area. Further plans will involve
establishing a garden and creating a pathway through
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the sculpture space, edged with ceramic tiles decorated
with the help of the local community.
In August, society members, families, students, senior
citizens, adults and children from across the local area
were invited to the Hut gallery to decorate their own
terracotta tile. These tiles will be placed within the
sculpture garden design as a permanent reminder of a
visit to the society’s home and of the personal encounter
with making a creative artwork.

Weekly Workshops and Classes available
for members and non members

Music Page 17
Meet ‘One More Weekend’
The band ‘One More Weekend’ was formed in early
March 2015 in Melbourne’s Eastern suburbs and
includes frontman Connor Dougan on lead vocals and
rhythm guitar, Leith Dougan on bass, Tim Aslett on lead
guitar and Paul Healey on drums. Working on Connor
Dougan’s original songs the band grafted, crafted and
mastered their current style of alternative rock.
Since then: with their debut album ‘We used to . . .’,

a tour bus and three completed music videos, the band
have played over 140 shows around Melbourne and up
the coast of Australia.
Next year will include three more tours and three
more music videos.
Make sure to subscribe to OMW’s youtube, facebook
and instagram and contact them through their website
for gigs.

Is there a musician in you?
Radio Eastern’s New Talent Hour Competition for
aspiring artists
In the previous issue, Gully News featured Radio
Eastern and its dedicated group of volunteer presenters
that keep 98.1 on air. By that time the Station’s New
Talent Hour Competition had already announced its
July winner. The competition that commenced in May
runs monthly and is still going strong with a winner
announced each month.
David Green of Bendigo Bank first proposed the
concept of the music competition to Radio Eastern.
Not long after, The New Talent Hour Competition
hit the airwaves with the patronage of Bendigo Bank’s
community bank branches. Every Saturday, Radio
Eastern presenter, Murray Smith conducts the New
Talent Hour program from 6-7pm, giving airplay to
about six submissions each week. Throughout the
month listeners can tune in and vote for their favourite
online. Both contestants and voters must first register
through the online form set up by Bendigo Bank.
Thereafter, contestants can submit their music in mp3
format while listeners can vote using the same form. It’s
a system put in place to ensure each artist receives one
vote per person. At the end of the month the votes are
tallied and the contestant with the highest number of
votes is awarded a cash prize of $500.
The New Talent Hour runs until February 2019 to
conclude with a final round of competition held for the
monthly winners. The voting system will once again
select an overall winner who stands to win a grand
prize of $1500. So far the competition, which imposes
no restriction on age, experience or genre of music,

has seen diverse submissions of covers and originals,
ranging from opera to heavy metal. It offers new and
budding solo artists and bands, a platform to showcase
their talents as well as access to a broad listener base.
What’s more, each monthly winner is invited over to the
studio for an interview with Murray and to perform live
on the show. It’s a taste of celebrity for aspiring artists.
To listen to the submissions and vote or enter the New
Talent Hour competition visit https://radioeasternfm.
awardsplatform.com.
The winners to date:
May winner Jamie McLennan
June winner Nesina Viola
July winner 16 year-old Claudia Mather
August winner Rowan Sizer (photographed with Kath
Gannaway of Bendigo Bank)

Prasadini Nanayakkara

Country Music Show

The Upwey Country Music Club is presenting its next
Walk Up - Open Mic concert on Sunday 7 October at
the Guides Hall in Underwood Road, Ferntree Gully,
from 12.30 - 5pm. Artists perform songs in the Country,
Bluegrass and Folk genres. The hall can accommodate
an audience of up to 100. All welcome.
New singers, musicians, and bands are always
welcome. A band or musician is available to back singers,
if required. Just bring your music along.
There is a small entrance charge of $7 ($5 for
members) to help cover costs. The club runs regular
concerts on the first Sunday of each month at the
Guides Hall.
Enquiries to Graham 03 5964 8298

Captain Stomp brings
vinyl to the village
Local musicians feature on the walls of Captain Stomp’s
shop and their chosen genre is bound to be found
in his comprehensive stock of blues, jazz, folk, rock,
classic rock, hip hop and classical vinyl records. David
Thompson, aka Captain Stomp, also sells turntables,
styluses, belts and cleaning accessories.
Whilst renovating the shop, originally a milkbar and
residence, David uncovered the original fireplace. Now
the fireplace and polished timber floors create a cosy
ambience as you sink into a comfortable chair and enjoy
the music.The mantelpiece adds a touch of nostalgia.
It was salvaged from the old Ringwood railway station
signal box, demolished in the process of building the
new station.
Children are welcome at Captain Stomp’s and you can
bring coffee from Salte restaurant in Alpine Street to sip
as you browse. Opening hours are from 11am Sunday
to Friday and 10am on Saturdays.
Secondhand records will also be on sale in the coming
months so do check out the website:captainstomp.com.
Phone 9752 3740

Beverley Mills

Our music programs
Now taking bookings!

Our music tuition programs and women's
choir nurture a love and enjoyment of music
ENQUIRIES AND ENROLMENTS
W: www.maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
E: info@maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
F: maecollardschoolofmusic | T: 0411 718 422
15, Alpine Street, Ferntree Gully
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Springy sponge
Spring is in the air: time for a springy sponge cake. A
quick and easy microwave sponge cake will enable you
to spend more time outdoors enjoying the delightful
weather and less time in the kitchen.
For those querying the wisdom of microwaving
cakes rather than baking them in the oven, never
fear: this technique was featured on MasterChef. If
professional chefs are advocating this cooking method
it can’t be too bad.
My daughter and I trialled microwave mini
sponge cakes and they turned out well. We cooked
each sponge cake individually in a ramekin in the
microwave. We then inverted the cakes on to plates,
allowed them to cool and decorated them with fresh
cream, blueberries and strawberries.
When cooking in a microwave, it is best to
avoid using plastic containers, even those deemed
microwave safe, as some leaching of chemicals may
occur. Glass or china are a better choice.
Here is a recipe for quick and easy mini microwave
sponge cakes

Hospitality Work Ready training days
Ingredients
2 eggs
100 g castor sugar
2 tbs milk
100 g melted butter
100 g self raising flour
Optional topping ingredients
Whipped cream
Berries
Edible flowers (such as violets) for decorating
Method
Whip the castor sugar with the eggs and milk. Add
the melted butter and whisk to combine. Add the
self-raising flour to the mixture and stir to combine.
Lightly grease the insides of six ramekins. Half fill
each one with the batter.
Microwave one ramekin for 40 seconds on high. Use
the first ramekin as a tester and increase or decrease
the cooking time according to the efficiency of your
microwave.
Once cooked, turn out your sponge cakes. Top with
cream and berries, if desired.
Bon Appétit

Gemma Franks
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Foothills Community Care is conducting programs
on two days this term.
These accredited work skills programs aim at
providing participants with the skills to be work ready
to gain employment in the hospitality industry.
The basic taining is conducted over one day at the
Foothills Community Kitchen at Upwey Baptist
Church.
Dates for 2018 are:
Saturday 6 October 8.00am to 4.00pm
Friday 23 November 8.00am to 4.00pm
For more information and to register your interest
visit the website.

Seniors News 19
U3A widens its horizons
As well as providing a wealth of interesting activities
and courses for its members, Knox U3A has been
pleased this year to enter into partnerships with other
educational facilities within the municipality. Auspiced
by Swinburne University (Wantirna Campus), U3A has
participated in a number of initiatives pertaining to
issues attendant upon the ageing process.
The program is four-tiered, and involves participation
by students at Swinburne, as well as input from our
own life-style tutors. The program commenced earlier
this year with a number of short-courses relating to
issues pertaining to specific concerns regarding ageing
– coping with the onset of dementia, for example.
The program then took on a more practical aspect,
with Swinburne students completing their Masters
degrees in Counselling being given the opportunity of
counselling U3A members through a range of various
personal issues.
The third tier of the program has involved sessions
(again, not of lengthy duration) regarding the special
needs and requirements of carers in our community,
a mantle of responsibility that increasingly falls upon
U3A members and their families. In these sessions
the legislative requirements, rights, obligations and
entitlements of carers were examined, as well as details
of resources that are available, such as respite care.
Finally the initiative is involving a number of Year 8
students from Fairhills High School, together with a
like number of U3A members in an ‘inter-generational’
study. In a workshop format comparative information
is exchanged and discussed between their generation

Looking for friendship and fun?

If you’re a retiree or about to retire looking for ‘
Friendship,
Fellowship and Fun’ in your retirement then the
brand new Wantirna South Probus Club could be for
you. It meets second Wednesday of each month at
Wantirna club 350 Stud Rd, Wantirna at 10am. It’s
a great venue offering free off street parking and easy
access by public transport.
Monthly meetings include a guest speaker and wide
range of subjects. Many members stay for the delicious
lunch menu on offer by the Wantirna club.
The club is organising various outings and an evening
dine out at a different venue each month. The walking
group meet each month and as the club grows more,
special interest groups will be formed based on what
members would like to do.
This is a great time to join the club. Most members
are new to Probus and are enjoying the experience of
meeting and making new friendships. What are you
John E Ford waiting for? Come and Join!
Further information contact Helen Dewar 0418
Publicity Manager, Knox U3A
333022 or Chris Day 0418 315902.

and ours, hopefully leading to greater understanding
of issues in both directions.
All segments of the program have been enthusiastically
received by participants. U3A President, Steven Damm,
himself a retired psychologist and instigator of this
program in conjunction with Swinburne convener
Mark Silver, states that this is one of the most satisfying
activities he has been involved in since joining Knox
U3A. He is hopeful that the program will continue into
2019, but, like everything seemingly, this will depend
upon funding. The program has generated an enormous
amount of positive feedback, and so we are confident
of its continuation.
This is just a further example of the way this dynamic
(and totally voluntary) organisation involves itself in
the wider community. Readers can learn more of the
organisation, and view the enormous range of activities
and courses available to members by visiting our website
at www.u3aknox.org.au.

How friendship can make an
extraordinary difference.
VIEW is a national women’s organisation with over 15,000
members in more than 300 communities who volunteer, fundraise
and advocate for children’s education charity The Smith Family.
We sponsor more than 1,200 disadvantaged students and donate more
than $1 million each year to help fund learning and mentoring programs
for disadvantaged children.
Our members have been making the most of friendship and support to
help change the lives of thousands of children. They meet regularly to
share their passion and experience, build lasting friendships and make a
tremendous difference to the young students we support. We welcome
women from all walks of life to join us and make a difference today.

Connect with your local VIEW Club.
Find out more about joining today by visiting view.org.au
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Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156.
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sean and Rachel Attard
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
www.stthomas.com.au
Tel.9758 0217
Email: sthomasuftg@bigpond.com
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Sunday Services
8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Thoms Place Community Meal
10.00am-2.00pm Friday (not in January)
all are welcome for a cuppa and chat
with lunch served at 12 noon
RAFT Anglican Church
(Rowville and Ferntree Gully Together)
131 Taylors Lane, Rowville
www.raftchurch.org.au
Tel: 9764 2573
Email: admin@raftchurch.org.au
Sunday services
8:30am Traditional
10:30am Family (includes kids & teen churches)
5:00pm Contemporary
Senior Pastor: Hilton Jordan
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church
CityWide Community Church
8/1154 Burwood Hwy, Upper Ferntree Gully
church@citywidecc.com.au
Tel. 0458 381 621
Service time: Sunday 10:00 am

Ferntree Gully News October 2018

Uniting Church leader calls for respect for all
President of the Uniting Church
in Australia Dr Deidre Palmer has
called on Australians to respond
with love, hospitality and inclusion
to anti-immigration rhetoric in
Australian public life.
In the face of recent inflammatory opinion pieces, Dr
Palmer points out that ‘The Uniting Church is a proudly
multicultural church. Our ministry in Christ continues to
be powerfully transformed by the strong and flourishing
intercultural community we hold across our diversity’.
‘Jesus’ great commandment to his followers was to love
God and love your neighbour. As Christians we believe
all people are created in the image of God and deserving
of respect and dignity. Racism is incompatible with the
Christian faith,’ said Dr Palmer.
She cited her recent meeting with leaders of eleven of
the Uniting Church’s National Conferences in Sydney
to hear first hand about their amazing ministry, that is
transforming lives and communities around them. These
Conferences include Uniting Church members from

South Sudan, Indonesia, the Philippines, Tonga, Samoa,
Fiji, the Middle East, Vietnam, Niue, Korea and China.
‘When I think of “Christian values” I think about
overcoming racism and discrimination in all its forms.
In his ministry, Jesus challenged religious and social
prejudice and sought to break down the barriers that
separate us from each other socially, religiously, culturally
and politically. Christian values are about inviting people
to create communities, where all people can flourish,’ she
added.
Dr Palmer called on Church members to boldly bear
witness to the reconciling ministry of Christ that they
proclaim. Jesus’ call is to love in the face of hatred and
to embody God’s generous hospitality. As Martin Luther
King Jr famously observed - hate cannot drive out hate;
only love can do that.
‘So I urge Uniting Church members and all Australians
to embrace the multicultural nature of our society and
respond with love and compassion to those who are being
made to feel unwelcome,’ said Dr Palmer.

Pat Rivett
Ferntree Gully Uniting Church

CityWide: reaching out to community
Meet Pastor Adrian and Donna Olney. They have been
the Senior Ministers at the CityWide church near King’s
Park since February 2015. Together they bring many years
of experience in the areas of counselling, charity work,
school council membership and various aspects of support
to the needy. Together they have a love and passion for
people and are always seeking ways to contribute to the
community.
The focus of their church is to create an environment
where you can encounter God every day and not just while
attending on Sunday. They are known for their inspired
music, encouraging messages and amazing faith.
The CityWide Church is continually looking for ways

to reach out to the local community, bringing hope by
providing physical, spiritual and emotional support to
those in need. (For times of services etc. see column 1)

Rowville & Ferntree Gully Anglican Church (RAFT)
Searching for answers: meet
Belinda Albert
My name is Belinda Albert. I
grew up attending RAFT with
my family, but church was not
for me. I did not understand God
or church, and I thought I was
alone in that. I stopped attending
church at age ten and did not come back until a few
years ago.
For that space of time, I was searching for answers
to the meaning of life, always finding the thing that
I should not be looking for rather than God himself.
My attitude was not impressive. I was mingling with
people that were not good for me and encouraged
behaviour I am not proud of. I was completely selfish,
unkind and harsh. But the people and culture that was
shaping me, the values my parents instilled in me had
a strong hold on me.

While looking for answers and needing a challenge,
I read the whole Bible. I thought reading it would give
me a better understanding of Christianity than those
who attended church. I got to the book of Job and then
my life started to change. This helped me understand
why bad things happen to good people. This was the
turning point for me. This woke me up to the hope
that I could change and that there is purpose in life.
I returned to church where the RAFT community
supported me on my journey. With community
support, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit, my life
completely changed and I became a Christian. I was
born again, seeing the world from a brand new view.
I am a strong believer in Jesus Christ and he is my
Saviour. I am not the person I was but I am becoming
the person Jesus wants me to be.

Belinda Albert

Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP for
Ferntree Gully
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Environment

Gardens for Wildlife goes statewide





















































From left: Laura Murnow RMIT University; Nadine Gaskell, Knox Council; Mayor, Cr John Mortimore; Erica Peters,
G4W and KES; Kelly Crosthwaite, and Melinda Bowen, DELWP.

Knox’s highly successful Gardens for Wildlife (G4W)
program is now used as a role-model across Victoria. The
Knox G4W program is a partnership between Council,
the Knox Environment Society (KES) and the wider
community. It encourages residents and businesses to
create an area in their garden to support local wildlife.
Established in 2006, Knox G4W has grown to include
over 800 households and businesses in Knox as active
participants. Gardens for Wildlife Victoria (G4W Vic)
currently has participants from 24 municipalities across
greater Melbourne and beyond.
The State Government, through the Department of
Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP), has

The way we were then

The Knox Historical Society is releasing a new
publication documenting Knox history through photos.
Knox Reflections: A Pictorial History will be launched by
former Mayor of the City of Knox and former Member
of Parliament, Hurtle Lupton, on 13 October at 10.30
am, at Ferntree Gully Library, 1010 Burwood Highway,
Ferntree Gully.
The book was compiled by KHS historical researcher,
Ray Peace, taking a look at how the district developed
from a remote rural locality to the bustling urban
municipality of today.
Knox Historical Society has more than ten thousand
local historical photos on its database. Hundreds of
these were used in this book, with photos from local
professional and amateur photographers, and many

contributed $50,000 this year to help grow G4W Vic,
and RMIT University has established a postdoctoral
research fellowship helping to understand how we can
nurture our wellbeing through working together to care
for our local nature and wildlife.
The Mayor, Cr John Mortimore says ‘We are thrilled
to see that our wonderful Gardens for Wildlife initiative
is being held up as an example of how communitycouncil partnerships can support our native flora and
fauna’.
The State Government and RMIT are also proud to
support this expansion of G4W.










Be a part of the Uniting Church’s
‘Everything Christmas Art & Craft
Exhibition’
The exhibition to be held on Saturday 24 November
2018 from 10am to 2pm calls for unique and creative
submissions around the theme ‘Everything Christmas’.
This can include a Christmas tree, painting, sewing,
crafts, card making, scrapbooking or even cooking and
woodwork.
Attendees can have fun voting for their favourite
creation in the Popular Vote Competition. Furthermore,
an empty tree will also be placed to donate a gift for
someone in need this Christmas.
For more information and entry forms contact Tina
Sleeman on 9753 6522 or ftg.uca@gmail.com

community and other organisations connected with
the area.
Many of the photos have never been previously
published. The book has an RRP of $19.95, plus $5
postage and handling. Details: www.khs-relics.com, or
ph. 9758 6722.
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To honour Cr Johnson
At the August council meeting, Knox councillors took
the step to name the Quarry Reserve after former Mayor
and dedicated community member, Frank Johnson.
This is the first step in the process and it will now go
out to public consultation and a report will then come
back to council for a final recommendation.
For those that don’t know much about Frank Johnson,
I am hoping to give an insight into one of the greatest
community members Knox has known.
Frank was a councillor for 12 years representing
the Ferntree Gully Dobson ward and was commonly
known as the ‘Mayor of Ferntree Gully’. During his
council term he was a tireless advocate for open space
in Knox and was pivotal in the establishment of the
Knox Arboretum.
While he was a councillor for 12 years, he was a
community leader for his entire life. He assisted with
the establishment of St Joseph’s College in Ferntree
Gully. He assisted in the establishment of the Knox
Italian Club in Rowville and had a key part in the
creation of the Arboretum. Frank was also involved in
many community groups such as the Knox & District
Woodworkers’ club, the 4th Knox Scout Group, the
Knox Historical Society, St Vincent De Paul Society,
the Ferntree Gully Football Club and many more.
Given Frank’s sad passing last year, it is only fit that we
as a community acknowledge the tremendous volunteer
service of someone who made Ferntree Gully and Knox
what it is today.

Jake Keogh
Dobson Ward Councillor
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PROPOSAL TO NAME THE RESERVE KNOWN AS FERNTREE GULLY QUARRY
RECREATION RESERVE AS FRANK JOHNSON PARK
Council is proposing to name the reserve known as Ferntree Gully Quarry Recreation Reserve in Ferntree Gully,
Frank Johnson Park in recognition of Mr Frank Johnson, former Mayor and Councillor of Knox City Council, who
represented the Ferntree Gully Ward from 1981 to 1993. The late Mr Johnson contributed to the community greatly
during his twelve years as a Councillor, achieving significant outcomes for his local community.
Council is now seeking comments in relation to this proposal.
Any comments should be forwarded to Angela Mitchell, Coordinator Property Management at
angela.mitchell@knox.vic.gov.au or by telephoning 9298 8000, or online at knox.vic.gov.au/haveyoursay. Feedback is
sought by Friday, 19 October 2018.
TONY DOYLE
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
FOR KNOX CITY COUNCIL OFFICE USE ONLY

Account No. 73100 3015

PLEASE ENSURE THAT THE INVOICE FOR THIS ACCOUNT IS ADDRESSED TO KNOX
GOVERNANCE AND THAT ALL INVOICES HAVE RELEVANT ORDER NUMBER QUOTED FOR SPEED
OF ACCOUNT PROCESSING.
We offer quality classes in all aspects of

* JAZZ * TAP * CLASSICAL BALLET * HIP HOP *
“gotta dance at tempo”

FERNTREE GULLY
Factory 4 / 14 Edina Road

ROWVILLE

St Simon’s Hall - 2 Taylors Lane

CLEMATIS

Clematis Hall - 2072 Wellington Rd near (CFA Depot)
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* CONTEMPORARY * ACRO / CHEER *
Classes to suit all ages beginners to advanced

Do you have a little dancer who bops around more than walks?
Do you have a child who is looking for somewhere fun to dance?
Are you a dancer looking for a new home to grow & learn?
Look no further than Tempo Dance Company
Book your

FREE TRIAL CLASS with us TODAY

* 9758 9163 or 0409 300 273 *

Points of View 23
Growing old gracefully
Last year Lia Unmack sent us the story of her Dutch
parents settling in the hills in the 1950s. By now
she and her five siblings have 80 grandchildren
and 30 great-granchildren between them. Lia and
her husband Laurie recently celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary. Late in life Lia has come to
writing, aided by computers and spell check. Now
she shares her thoughts on growing old.
I always said that I would like to grow old gracefully.
I have watched the seasons come and go and now that
I am that bit older, I try to take each day as it comes. I
have my joys and loves, and sad times are part of life,
but I cherish every lovely moment and hold on to all
my golden memories.
When you are young and carefree, old age seems so
far away, but the years fly by so quickly. Everyone has

a different number of years for what they perceive old
age to be. Personally I think, deep down, you will know
when it hits you.
People dread old age. Of course no-one looks forward
to sickness and suffering, and some of us have a defeatist
attitude that can make people go downhill, as they say.
As you get older, you can’t do what you used to do.
But maybe now is the time to take on something new,
something more suited to one’s ability.
And sometimes elderly people lose purpose in life,
and worry about past failings. Regret, loneliness and
grief can make life hard.
God is merciful. God forgives. Finding faith in the
power of prayer, can mean finding peace and joy in
life. God understands the ups and downs we face from
day to day. Jesus knows the hurts of life, for he once
walked this way.
And there is an upside to growing old.

There is beauty to be found everywhere. You can look
at family and friends, give them a hug, and pray where
there is misunderstanding. We have flowers and trees,
sunshine and rain and the stars in heaven. At any age
we can look in the mirror, gaze into our own eyes and
think, these are my eyes, my body and my spirit! This
is a miracle of survival.
Growing old gives us time for thinking, relaxing and
surrendering all the things that stopped us from being
the best wife, husband, mother, father, brother, sister,
friend and so on.
To sum up what I have been trying to say: the past
is gone, the future is yet to be. All we have is now.
Therefore, whatever is happening in your life, wherever
you happen to be, treasure your time and use it to the
best of your ability. You will never have it back again.

Lia Unmack

Off to the vegie patch

Hanging about

After 26 years at the Ferntree Plaza Upper Gully
newsagency, owners Beverley and Ward (Renouard )
have retired. They commenced the newsagency business
in a shop, not far from the Royal Hotel.
Beverley and Ward moved to the Ferntree Plaza when
it opened in 1993. It has been run as a family business
and their son-in-law Phil will continue to work for the
new owners.
Beverley and Ward will miss their customers, many of
whom have become friends. They will not miss all the
paperwork including GST and government compliance
forms. Ward will not miss the early rising. He was more
behind the scenes, while Beverley was front of house.
They still live in the area, so keep an eye out for them.
Beverley and Ward plan to travel, relax and grow
vegetables. Now it’s off to the vegetable garden. Could
they be seen with a stall at the Upper Gully Market?
Perhaps not.
Goodbye and good luck to Beverley and Ward from
your customers and friends.

On a cool and windy autumn day
As it tends to be in the month of May
I took to the street and I made my way
To meet with a friend in a small café
And there on a bench, clothes in decay
I met an old bloke and I said, ‘G’day
What’s your story’? He said with dismay
‘You know, I’m just hanging about’.

Meet the new owners
Manthan and Priti Patel are the new owners of the
Upper Gully newsagency. They too will be running the
agency as a family business.
They have a daughter and recently welcomed a
new family member, a son Jainil. They also own the
newsagency at Yarra Glen and last year they were
awarded the ‘Lottery Agent of the Year’. Now Manthan
is looking forward to meeting and chatting to customers
in Upper Gully. He also has a keen interest in AFL.
Welcome to Upper Ferntree Gully Manthan, Priti
and family.

Alice Collins

And further along met a lonely teen
I thought ‘school’s where he should have been’
Hunched and hooded in filthy jeans
Trying so hard to avoid a scene
I sat on a wall. He wasn’t so keen
‘What’s your story’? He said with chagrin
‘You know, I’m just hanging about’.
Sad and confused, café not far
I saw a young woman in the back of a car
Front and back doors all slightly ajar
Looked like a home by sun and by star
‘What’s your story?’ She said from afar
‘You know, I’m just hanging about’.
And I looked at myself, a bit old, a bit stout
Saved up enough to survive the next drought
Not wanting for much and rarely without
A coin in my pocket to serve the next shout
And the planet still spins and I’m starting to doubt
Am I hanging about till my time runs out
Are we all just hanging till our time runs out
Are we all just hanging about?

Peter Stagg 2018

Ferntree Gully News October 2018

24 Serving Community Needs
Sequence Hypnosis meeting a need

Sequence Hypnosis has enjoyed its 10 months in
Ferntree Gully Village and is looking forward to growing
and supporting the community further in the future.
Although Sequence Hypnosis offers hypnotherapy
services across many general areas, they have chosen
to focus on two key areas of need in the community.
Stress, anxiety and mild depression
Everybody has good days and bad days, that is normal.
However, feeling sad or anxious to the point that it
is affecting your daily life and preventing you doing
what you enjoy doing can be a problem. The fact is
that stress and anxiety can affect anyone and does affect
many people at some point in their life, particularly in
today’s fast paced world.
It is important to take action and talk to someone
if you are consistently and constantly feeling stressed
and anxious and there are many ways you can do this.
Beyond Blue is a great resource to understand the
approaches you can take and where you can get support.
Sequence Hypnosis take a combined approach
to stress and anxiety that utilises different tools and
techniques. The focus is to help understand why the
stress/anxiety is occurring and then make use of this selfawareness to effectively control anxiety or depression so
that it no longer controls you.
They are also starting to work in the corporate sector
with businesses, designing self-awareness and resilience
group programs.

August 2011
Ferntree Gully News October
2018

Pain management
There are many types of pain, some explained through
injury or disease, and others that don’t appear to have
a cause. Hypnosis for pain management is like any
other pain treatment. It is designed to help reduce the
impact of pain and improve quality of life.
The effect of hypnosis techniques on the management
of pain are well researched and on ‘Dialling Down’ the
pain to a comfortable level.
General advice in using hypnosis
There are many other issues that people typically use
hypnosis for, including Smoking, Weight Loss, IBS,
and Insomnia.
It is important to note that often these issues are a
symptom of underlying stress and anxiety. As such
it is important not to be drawn into some marketing
campaigns claiming that hypnosis can ‘Stop smoking in
one session’ or ‘Lose weight in one session’. It is possible
for some people to have phenomenal results from just
one session, however everyone is different and for the
other 80% of people a personalised program is required.
Make sure you take the time to meet with the
hypnotherapist to understand how hypnotherapy can
benefit you. Like any service, it is important that you
develop a rapport with your hypnotherapist as trust and
a common understanding goes a long way to ensuring
results.
Feel free to call Sequence Hypnosis anytime if
you have any questions or would like to discuss
hypnotherapy further.
(See also advert on page 3)

Foothills Community Care

Foothills Community Care provides 10,000 free meals
a year, prepared by their 200 volunteers through their
various programs including; Monday night Upwey
Meal, Wednesday night Ferntree Gully Meal, Ferntree
Gully Christmas Day Lunch, Community Casseroles
co-op and many other services.
Recently two of their group were honoured with
awards. Lynn Brewster was awarded the Nick Wakeling
Victoria Day Award for her services providing desserts
each fortnight over the past 12 years of the Ferntree
Gully Meal. They are delicious and always well received.
CEO Stephen Barrington was honoured with being
named one of the first Westfield Local Heroes for his
services over many years. Westfield generously donated
$10,000 to Foothills as a result. We thank them and
their many other volunteers, supporters and partners
that help support many vulnerable people within our
local community.

Sharing the Stories 25
After the Dandenongs: a meeting with Helen Coulson
Judy Wolff recently tracked down Helen Coulson, author
of Story of the Dandenongs, very much alive and about to
celebrate her centenary.
I had heard a few years ago that Helen Coulson, author
of the definitive Story of the Dandenongs, published 60
years ago in 1959, was ‘still with us’ and living in Echuca.
Her 400 page book documents the settlement
and development of the townships of the southern
Dandenongs in what was then Ferntree Gully Shire.
It is an authoritative work, often the first port of call
for current-day researchers needing early facts for such
things as saving a heritage building, etc.
On a holiday to Echuca in July, I was curious to know
if Helen Coulson was indeed ‘still with us’ and might
accept a short visit. Echuca Library staff knew her well
as an active, ‘Friends of the Library’ member and they
provided me with that trusty information tool, the local
phone book. I telephoned the H Coulson entry and to
my surprise spoke to the very person.
The voice was strong, warm and direct. Helen Coulson
was indeed happy to meet my partner and me that
afternoon, and asked us to ‘please bring a loaf of bread’.
With nervous excitement we duly bought the bread, and
more, and arrived at her neat home, to be greeted by a
friendly full-faced woman, looking in her late 70s. How
could this be, the author of a book written 60years ago?
We enjoyed a long chat about her life in the
Dandenongs, Horsham and now Echuca where she is
a living legend with an OAM (Medal of the Order of
Australia) awarded in 2016 for her documentation of the
river town’s history and advocacy for its conservation.
Helen’s memory of the Dandenongs was excellent.
She gave us a background of how the important work
commenced. The Ferntree Gully Shire, urged on by
the late Cr Violet Lambert, commissioned the writing

project. Helen thought the
Shire chose well in accepting
her submission, as she had been
working in the rates department
for ten years, and rates, she said,
were the backbone of local
historical research.
When complete, the
publication was well-received,
and remains the most
authoritative history of the area.
I was interested to know if
Helen had trained in research or
journalism as her book is very
readable and fully referenced.
She had done neither, postschool, but gave all credit to
one Fintona school English
teacher who ‘brought language
alive’, all those years ago. As a result, writing became
her lifetime ‘hobby’, as she called it.
A burning question I had was, why, after completing
this major work with all its personal connections, did
she leave the district just two years later? Her answer
was simple. Her husband, a hospital administrator, was
offered a position in Horsham, and naturally, as his
wife, she followed.
It turns out Helen’s achievements were far from over
when she left the Dandenongs.
At Echuca she embraced the township, with its derelict
port and unique history. She helped found Echuca
Historical Society, advocated for the new Campaspe
regional library, campaigned for the restoration of the
port area and set about writing the history of Echuca
and Moama. In the 1980s she was made port general

manager, significantly helping to bring the town to its
present celebrity status as a heritage river port.
Yet the woman behind all these achievements is
remarkably relaxed, and puts her achievements down
to accident.
‘I do what makes me happy, and whatever else
happens, happens,’ she said.
What happens now is that this delightful matter-offact woman is about to turn 100 years in December!
That is worth breaking bread over.
I, for one, will want to share her celebration and the
Dandenongs’ gratitude for Helen Coulson’s significant
recording of our regional history.

Judy Wolff

A Retiring Farewell from a familiar local dentist
‘You can’t laugh and be fearful at the same time’
– Dr Graham Woolley
One problem every dentist has in common is finding out
how to make a patient feel relaxed. Well, patients need
only spend a single session with Dr Graham Woolley,
and they’d certainly figure it out.
Using humour as his ‘greatest weapon’, the 72-yearold family dentist has become known for being an
unforgettable comic, an honourable father to three boys
and a lifelong friend to many in the local community.
Graham has served the community for more than 30
years, and has treated many a local face in his clinics
in Ferntree Gully and Boronia. Even some at the Gully
News itself!
In 1952 when Graham was only six, his dentist
father Leslie Woolley moved the family to Ferntree
Gully. Leslie set up as a dentist next to the bush
hospital, straight across Burwood Highway from the
Ferntree Gully Hotel. Graham followed in his father’s

profession, studied at Queens College in Melbourne
and graduated as a certified dentist in 1969. He began
working alongside his father in the early 1970s, and has
moved across dentistries in the eastern suburbs ever
since. Now at 72, he’s ready to retire and search for
other avenues in his life.
When I spoke to him, he recounted many occasions
where young and old dentists alike would be much
too ‘secondary’ with their attitude. When it came to
patients, Graham knew that comfort was not born out
of fear, especially for a patient in a chair surrounded
by various utensils. For Graham, there was no simple
solution to make a patient feel fully at ease, except that
he had a knack for a good joke, and liked to see people
smile.
Graham’s best known clinic was on Station Street,
where he treated almost every member of my own
family, and many others around the Gully village. He
proudly told me his love was in making other people

happy to come to the dentist. And it certainly showed, in
the community’s recounts to me of his positive outgoing
attitude and hospitable clinic and staff
Graham’s love for the job was born from the patients
who visited him. On many occasions he was sent
presents and letters from the local community, about
how he made them feel safe in his care. When asked,
many people summarised Graham Woolley’s sense of
humour as being extremely ‘naughty’; he had a funny
and unique way to shine among dentists.
Many locals will miss Dr Woolley, but we wish him
well in his future endeavours. In the end, he has shown
us that when going for a check-up, not all toothaches
are going to result in bloodshed.

Nathan Earl

Nathan is a second year student in journalism at Deakin
University and occasional helper for Gully News
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26 What's On
‘Only those who attempt
the absurd can achieve
the impossible’ Albert
Einstein

When: Contact 1300 003 224 for further information
Cost: Group sessions range from no charge to $30 per
session

When I think about my

The Educate for Great Weight Control series is designed
to provide education and support for people trying
to lose weight. It provides practical food and meal
planning advice in a supportive group environment.
There are four modules to attend, however, you can
attend them in any order that suits you and at different
days, sites and times. Modules include healthy eating
and an introduction to label reading, supermarket tour,
portion size and meal planning, weight loss methods.
Bookings are essential
Telephone: Meagan Watson on 9757 6260 for your
copy of the calendar and to book
Cost: $8.00 per session

visions and what I have
achieved so far and how
much more I want to achieve,
I can’t help but think of Albert Einstein’s
famous quote above and realise that
anything is possible as long as there is a
goal in sight and plan to achieve it.

Diana Roggenbucke
Heartbeat Victoria Knox branch

Our heart support group is a group of local ex cardiac
patients or people living with a heart condition. We
meet regularly to socialise, enjoy lunches with guest
speakers, have fun, share stories and learn to live life
to the full by adjusting lifestyle and wellbeing. New
members are welcome.
Tel: Lynda 0409 167 449
Email: lynda@heartbeatvictoria.org.au

EACH – 1300 003 224
COG’s brain training
Come and have fun exercising not only your body
but also your brain. Participate in a range of activities
designed to improve your body’s range of motion as
well as stimulate the two hemispheres of your brain.
Where: Courthouse 1063 Burwood Highway Ferntree
Gully
When: Each Thursday
Cost: $8.00 per session

Child development early intervention

EACH’s Child Development Team supports broad
learning in a fun and engaging way for both children
and parents.
Programs available:
Sing & Play: for children aged 1 ½ -3 years to learn
play, early speech and language skills
Tuneful Talkers: For children aged 2 -3 ½ years to foster
parent child intervention and early communication
skills
Super Talkers: For children aged 3-4 years to learn
articulation and clear speech skills
Language Learners: For children aged 4 years to learn
grammar skills and following complex instructions
School Readiness: For children going to school next
year to learn skills ready for the classroom such as
writing, following complex instructions, and explaining
stories
Little Buddies: For children going to school next year
to learn peer social skills
Where: Burwood Highway Ferntree Gully site and
Boronia road, Wantirna site.
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Educate for great weight control

Counselling

Talking to a counsellor can assist many people to
manage issue that come along in life. Counsellors can
help people and their family members to talk about
their health, adjusting to changes and explore options.
EACH has many specialist counsellors.
Where: Various Sites
When: Monday to Friday
Telephone:1300 003 224

EACH Domestic Assistance

Would you benefit from some help in your home?
EACH Domestic Assistance includes general house
cleaning such as mopping and vacuuming floors,
dusting and cleaning of kitchen and bathrooms,
unaccompanied shopping delivered to home and linen
service.
The Commonwealth Home Support Program provides
basic support to people living at home to stay living at
home, be connected to their community and to support
carers and families.
The service is available for participants over 65 years of
age or over 50 years of age for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander people.
Cost: there is a co-payment for services rendered.
Telephone: 1300 003 224

atWork Australia

atWork collaborates with job seekers and employers
to get the right people into the right jobs. A trusted
employment service provider working with thousands
of Australians every year, atWork makes getting a job
as easy and as stress free as possible.
atWork is focused on creating opportunities for people
with disability, including mental health conditions,
people who are long term unemployed, Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people seeking employment
and people who are newly arrived in Australia as
humanitarian entrants.
Telephone: Lidija De Koning 0447 132 816
Email: idekoning@atworkaustralia.com.au
Website: on www.atworkaustralia.com.au

Pottery hand building creations

Children will enjoy creative skill development within a
fun, small group setting mentored by our experienced
arts’ tutors. All pottery workshops offer firing of work,
for collection at a later date. During these week 1
sessions, children will create their very own clay frog
or octopus.
Parents are not able to stay for the six years and over
sessions due to space constraints.
Where: Ferntree Gully Community Arts Centre
When: Monday 1 October
Times: 10:00am - 11:30am and 1:00pm - 2:30pm
Cost: $14.50 per child

Design your own super hero cartooning
workshop

Get ready to become a Super Cartoonist as you learn
some clever tricks on how to draw expressions, hands,
action poses and of course...a Super Villain. But wait...
doesn’t every hero needs a Side Kick? Don’t worry, you
will also be shown how to draw a whole Super Team! So,
if you love drawing, then this will be an action packed
hour not to be missed! Suitable for ages 7+
Where: Knox Community Art Centre 790 Mountain
Highway Bayswater
When: Thursday 4 October 2018
Time: 11:00am - 12:00pm
Cost: $12.00 per child
Patio style container gardening for seniors
Have you recently downsized or moved to a unit or
apartment, but still love to get your hands in the soil?
Come along and discuss ways to make the most of your
available garden space.
Where: Rowville Library, Stud Park Shopping Centre,
Stud Road, Rowville
When: Tuesday 9 October
Time: 11.30 am - 12.30 pm
Cost: Free
Bookings essential, RSVP by Monday 8 October
Telephone: Linda Dalziel 9800 6443
Email: rowville@erl.vic.gov.au
Pole dancing for over 55’s
Pole dancing has all sorts of health benefits, it
strengthens your core, is a great cardio workout and
improves strength and balance. If you’re curious to
know what the hype is all about, put on your dancing
shoes and come along to this absolute beginner’s class.
You’ll learn some basic tricks and spins on the pole
combined with a mini dance routine. We’ll get your
muscles working and you’ll have so much fun, you
won’t know you’re working out!
Where: Factory 3/5 Kelletts Road, Rowville
When: Friday 12 October
Time: 10.30 am - 11.30 am
Cost: $15
Bookings essential RSVP by Tuesday 9 October.
Telephone: Cassandra 0422 304 483

What's On 27
Playtime

Art in Ferntree Gully friendly Friday

Visit the Hut Gallery for the Ferntree Gully Arts
Society Annual Exhibition of paintings, prints, pastels
and drawings by local artists. See artists at work on
Friendly Friday and try your hand at drawing and
painting with materials supplied. Enjoy a cup of tea
with our members.
Where: The Hut Gallery 157 Underwood Road,
Ferntree Gully
When: Friday 12 October Time: 1.30 pm to 4.00 pm
Cost: Gold coin donation
Telephone: Shirley on 9736 3804
Email: shirley.dougan@bigpond.com

Rowville Seniors Sports

This popular activity has been running at the Rowville
Communiy Centre for over 15 years. New members
are welcome
When: Mondays and Fridays 10.00am to 12.00pm.
Contact 9763 7400

The finest in Hatha Yoga

This is the motto of the Magpie House Yoga School
in Upwey.
Half price, highly comprehensive gentle to advanced
Yoga - mention this article for a once-only super-special
single casual class or full or part term, up to 7 classes per
week. The next term begins Monday 8 October 2018.
Yoga therapy & authentic styles are largely available.
Magpie House also features spiritual/alternative cinema
and other special events. See www.MagpieHouse.com.
au for details. Email to book.
Thank you to my students; they are my greatest teachers.
Testimonials include: ‘Thank you for a wonderful
backbends workshop. I’d love to attend more.’ Melissa
2017. ‘You are a great teacher and humble as well.’
Christine & Kerry 2016. ‘I’ve been looking for the
perfect yoga studio that is “real”. A real treasure find.’
Renee 2012.

Your community contacts
Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com
FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316,
playing at Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Anne McPherson 9801 2771, fourth
Mondays, Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association 9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677
Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup Kathryn 0430 163 702.
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457460313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed
gullymenshed34@gmail.com
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm
Knox District Woodworkers Club Harry Deschepper
9758 4849
Knox Environment Society Irene Kelly 9763 8069
Knox Exercise & Social Group.
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays 1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary: Ph 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library 10am-12pm Fridays and Saturdays
0424 265 790
Life Activities Club Knox Margaret 9762 4332.,
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027,
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garrey 0400 823 441,
1st and 3rd Wednesday.
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-11.30am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday,
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG John Flemming 9758 6532,
Thursdays 6.45pm
Rowville Seniors Sports 9763 7400.
U3A 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time

Elinor Boyd reading Ferntree Gully News at Machu Picchu.
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Address:
1 / 1527 Burwood Hwy, Tecoma
For Sale or Lease

Shop 15 Boronia Mall, Boronia
For Sale or Lease

Excellent exposure to busy Burwood Highway and it is ideal for
food premises or other multiple retail uses (STCA).
* Modern building
* Building size approx. 102m2
* Zoned commercial 1
* Train station & buses are only short distance
* Large car parking area behind shops

* Floor area approx. 130m2
* Hundreds of customer car-parks available
* Well located within the Centre
Excellent opportunity to purchase or lease this ground floor retail lockup shop, fitted out as takeaway food/café, includes all fixtures & fittings,
tables & chairs, cool room and a variety of appliances walk-in/walk-out.
Located next door to Kmart, Australia Post and Newsagency/Tattslotto
and walking distance to the Boronia train station.
Agent:
John Katselas 0411 110 997
Ray Abley 0418 319 452

Agent:
Ray Abley 0418 319 452
John Katselas 0411 110 997

Address:
For Lease

819 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
$1,408.33 PCM + Outgoings

This ground floor retail shop or
office of 80sqm approx. is well
placed on Burwood Highway,
offering excellent main road
exposure, easy access and great car
parking.

Ray Abley 0418 319 452
John Katselas 0411 110 997

Address:
For Lease

Shop 57 Mt Gate Shopping Centre, Ferntree Gully
$3,167 PCM + Outgoings

Rarely does a shop come up for lease at the busy end of the
Mountain Gate Shopping Centre, known as the food or
restaurant precinct located close to Coles, banks, post office
and many other quality businesses.
* Size 139m2 approx.
* Zone business 1
* Passing traffic
* Over 500 customer car parking
* Would suit a wide range of businesses (STCA)
* Ideal for shop, office, restaurant or takeaway (STCA).
Ray Abley 0418 319 452
John Katselas 0411 110 997

Address:
Suite 2 / 53 – 54 Mt Gate Shopping Centre, Ftg.
For Lease $916.70 PCM + GST & Outgoings

Address:
For Lease

This first floor office suite is
50.8sqm approx. and ideally
situated in the heart of the busy
Mountain Gate Shopping Centre,
offers easy access to Ferntree Gully
Road and Burwood Highway, easy
parking for 100`s of cars.

This property was previously used as a
production studio that was ideal to produce
television commercials, films, training videos
etc. you can re-instate it or you can use it to
suit your purpose (STCA).
* Own street frontage
* Ground floor area 283sqm approx.
* 1st floor office area 123sqm approx.
* Zoning Industrial 1
Ray Abley 0418 319 452
* On site car parking
John Katselas 0411 110 997

Ray Abley 0418 319 452
John Katselas 0411 110 997

11 The Nook, Bayswater
For Lease $2,733.35 PCM + GST and no outgoings

Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858
www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au

