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Time to get the ball rolling . . .
Glow-in-the-Dark bocce
- a first for Victoria
Following the success of their bocce 
team in recent Special Olympics 
Australia national games, coach Michael 
Migliaccio and the Melbourne Eastern 
Ranges SOA bocce athletes are hosting 
a Glow-in-the-Dark Bocce gala for 
people with special needs at the Knox 
Italian Club on 17 August (see page 2).  
The balls have been rolling a lot longer 

at the Ferntree Gully Bowling Club who 
are celebrating their 50th anniversary 
this month (see page 11).  Their early 
days are a story of energetic community 
iniative supported by the newly formed  
Shire of Knox Council. 
And perhaps  community energy is once 
again setting balls rolling as Knox City 
Council consults about community uses 
for heritage-listed Millers Homestead 
(see page 13).

SOA bocce athletes Jessica Owers and Steven Owers rolled the glowing balls in a recent trial run at the Knox Italian Club. SOA Bocce Club volunteers and Coach Michael 
Migliaccio (front row right) joined the fun. Gary Fevreau took the photograph.
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Find Ferntree Gully online
The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing. 
The newspaper website is ferntreegullynews.com 
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District Learning Centre is mdlc.
com.au For news and events: ferntreegully.vic.au 
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au

If you would like to deliver Ferntree Gully News, 
please contact John McMillan 9756 4331 for zone 
maps and briefing. The paper comes out six times a 
year and it’s good exercise!

From the editor
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Ferntree Gully News
A volunteer produced, bi-monthly, community newspaper 
published by the Mountain District Learning Centre in 
collaboration with the Ferntree Gully Village Traders Inc. The 
paper aims to build and strengthen community in Ferntree 
Gully by reporting on the stories and activities of  people and  
groups in the Gully. 

2018 For your diary
August
6-10 Dental Health Week page 17
6  Celebrity Cook-off  page 3
8-11 The Wedding Singer page 16
26 FTG Bowling Club Open Day  page 11

September
2 Fathers’ Day
8-30  Street Art Exhibition  page 18
See also What’s On  pages 26-7

Surplus to requirements
One of the privileges of editing a community 
newspaper is that you get to attend many communtiy 
events, from football club galas to meetings of Knox 
City Council. It’s a great education in the structures 
we set up to help us get along together. It’s also very 
revealing of the culture and language of institutions.

So it is not surprising that the words ‘surplus to 
requirements’ jumped out from the agenda for the 
June meeting of Knox Council. The context was the 
proposed sale of the heritage building in Boronia, 
Millers Homestead (see page 13).

The phrase keeps coming back. Requirements: 
whose requirements? Who and what can be labelled 
as such? Language is an important indicator of 
attitudes.  Further comments in the Council’s 
July media release promising consultation seem 
to indicate that as long as the façade and garden 
of the homestead are preserved it does not matter 
who owns it.

Public comments on facebook reveal a deeper 
insight. Community ownership means community 
engagement. Usages may change but the responsibility 
to determine outcomes should be shared.   

In contrast, at the Italian Club recently, I met with 
a wonderful group of volunteers who have spent 
time and money importing glow-in-the-dark bocce 
balls and setting up an event to encourage people 
with an intellectual disability to learn and enjoy the 
game. Such has been their success in this field that 
the team is doing well in Special Olympics Australia.  

Whose requirements are being considered here?  
It is unlikely that the founders of the Italian 
Club envisaged ‘glow-in-the-dark bocce’ but this 
imaginative venture is in keeping with the spirit of 
the club.

The swiftness of communty reaction to the sale of  
Millers Homestead  is not surprising. Such places 
are symbolic of our reverence for our history, for 
the value we put on lives lived, regardless of their 
productivity.

As the city’s infrastructure costs rise in the face of 
increased population, and asset sales are signalled, 
social media is keeping us alert to the use and respect 
of historical public spaces. Here is a challenge to the 
community to take intitatives, to be imginative in 
finding new uses for public sites.

 Do we need a few more Community Support 
Groups?  ‘Friends of Millers’ ? Perhaps also ‘Friends 
of  Ferntree Gully Cemetery’? The story on page 11 
of the founding of the Ferntree Gully Bowling Club 
shows how community engagement used to be done.  
Congratulations to them on their 50th anniversary! 

The Gully News team thanks everyone who sent 
in stories for this issue and thank you also to the 
advertisers whose support is essential.  Make the 
most of the services they offer. 

Volunteer position
Ferntree Gully News is looking for an assistant  to work 
with the editor in preparing material for the formatter. 
Needs writing, editing and computer skills.  The paper 
is produced six times a year. This is a volunteer unpaid 
position. Contact the editor, Anne Boyd, 9758 8278

Glow-in-the-Dark bocce
A new way to have some fun
The Melbourne Eastern Ranges SOA Bocce Club is 
hosting, for people with special needs, a free Come & 
Try Night with ‘Glow in the Dark Bocce Balls’.

The event, a first in Victoria, is for anyone with an 
intellectual disability (please bring a parent or carer).

A raffle, with great prizes including hampers & gift 
vouchers, will be sold and won on the night! Free 
refreshments are available for the athletes on the night! 

As well as being a fun night this event is hoped to 
attract more special needs people to the club and to 
daytime bocce. 

When:  Friday 17 August, 6.30pm – 8.30pm
Where:  Knox Italian Community Club Inc. 
 Knox Italian Bocce Club, 
 99 Karoo Road, Rowville 
Contact: Michael Migliaccio 0419 330 977

Stop Press
‘Council committed to consult over 
future of Millers Homestead’
Further to our story on page 13, the above is the title 
of a media release regarding an amendment passed at 
the July 23rd Council meeting.  It begins, ‘Knox City 
Council is committed to ensuring that our community 
will have a say on the future of the iconic and much-
loved Millers Homestead in Boronia.This follows a 
recent decision by Council to declare this property as 
surplus to requirements, and to commence a process 
to potentially facilitate its sale.’

The message goes on to explain the proposed process 
of re-zoning and continues, ‘With Councillors having 
supported the proposed amendment, Council is now 
seeking authorisation from the Minister for Planning 
to prepare and exhibit the proposed planning scheme 
amendment for community input. If Council is 
authorised by the Minister, adjoining properties will be 
notified directly and a notice will go in the local paper.

Information on the proposed amendment will 
be available on Council’s website, at the Knox City 
Council Office and, at local libraries. Comments and 
submissions about the proposed amendment can be 
sent to Council by letter or e-mail during the exhibition 
period.’



3

Ferntree Gully News August 2018

Community News

We have moved!
Cross Stitch and More have moved

to 1047 Burwood Highway,
Ferntree Gully

Cross Stitch and More stock a fantastic 
range of patchwork fabrics, 100% 

cotton batting & 100% wool batting, 
patterns and accessories.

They also stock a fantastic range of
 Cross Stitch kits, charts, Aida, 

evenweave, linen and hand dyed fabric 
for cross stitch.

Cross Stitch and More
1047 Burwood Hwy (Gateway Shops)
Ferntree Gully, Vic.3156
Ph : (03) 9758 8843
Fax: (03) 9758 4145
Email: sales@crosstitchandmore.com.au
Hours: Mon. 9:30am – 5:00pm.
 Tues. CLOSED. 
 Wed. – Fri. 9:30am – 5:00pm.
 Sat. 9:30am – 3:00pmA winter Saturday afternoon at the Tim Neville Arboretum.

MasterChef Celebrity Cook off – 
Dental Health Week at EACH 
Come and be part of the fun, as two ex-MasterChef 
contestants go head to head in a Celebrity Cook Off 
promoting healthy eating, nutrition and oral health. 

Associate Professor Matthew Hopcraft,  2015 
MasterChef contestant, CEO of the Australian Dental 
Association Victorian Branch and sugar tax advocate, 
takes on Kristina Naray,  2018 MasterChef contestant, 
chef and nutritionist for Diabetes Victoria, and founder 

To Truly Change Your Life, You 
Must First Change Your Mind

Clinical Hypnosis Services
125 Station Street, Ferntree Gully
0401 909 941
www.sequencehypnosis.com.au
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and head cook for Made by Nina.  
There will a distinguished panel of guest judges, 

including our very own Mayor of Knox City Council Cr 
John Mortimore and State member for Ferntree Gully 
Nicholas Wakeling. 
Where: EACH – 1063 Burwood Highway, Ferntree 
Gully 3156
When: Monday 6 August 2018
Time: 11:30am 
Cost: Free

Thirty years on for the arboretum
The Tim Neville Arboretum was constructed on the site 
of the Dobson family orchards and opened in 1988 to 
mark the bi-centenary of European settlement. Now 
30 years on, after major redesign and replanting, with 
new water features and improved facilities, this park is 
rapidly becoming a stunningly attractive public space.  

All credit to Knox Council parks and gardens!
The recently built  lakeside pavilion, with its sharply 

sculptural shape and  richly coloured roof is already 
proving  popular for wedding photos and likely to attract 
more group celebrations.  



4 Victoria Day Awards 2018

Ferntree Gully News August 2018

On 1 July 1851, Victoria was declared a separate colony 
to New South Wales. To celebrate the anniversary of 
Victoria Day, I, along with Kim Wells, State Member 
for Rowville, held an annual awards night to recognise 
volunteers in our local community who have made a 
significant contribution in Knox. 

The awards ceremony was attended by a large 
gathering of local community members representing 
the great number of sporting, cultural, educational, 
health, environmental, emergency, charitable, elderly 
and veterans volunteer groups and organisations within 
our community. 

Thank you to all those who helped make the evening 
such a success, especially the Polish Senior Citizens 
Club who hosted the event, and the event sponsors 
Ferntree Gully and Rowville Community Bank 
Branches (Bendigo Bank) and Good Life Party Food 
Shop. 
Congratulations to this year’s Victoria Day Award 
winners. 

Nick Wakeling
Member of Parliament for Ferntree Gully 

Victoria Day Awards were presented 
to the following:
Shirley Dougan FTG Arts Society
Rod Morrison Fair Park Football Club
Jens-Kristian Toft Hansen  FTG News
Rozalia Erdos Hungarian Community  
Thomas Edwards  Interchange Outer East
Kerri White Outer Eastern Vietnam Veterans 
Erica Peters Knox Environment Society 
Patrick Coyne St Vincent de Paul FTG

Ferntree Gully
Post Office

Deposits/Withdrawals from most Banks
Bill Payments for Rates/Water/Telstra/ATO

& many others

Passport Photos & Passport Interviews
Identity Checks for: Banks/WWC/Police/

Land Titles

Greeting Cards for all Occasions
Books & Toys for Children

Office Stationery/House Goods & 
Confectionery

Smart Phones: Pre-paid Vouchers and  
Accessories

Copy, Fax, Scan, Email & Print Services 
Available

67 Station Street, Ferntree Gully
Open M-F 9-5. Sat. 9-12pm  Ph 03 9758 7822

FTG Post Office

Norma Wangman Knox Sherbrooke Royal Children’s 
Hospital
Sukhi Singh Boronia CFA
Gary Saultry FTG Cricket Association
John Martin Glengollan Village
Liz Vincent Southern Cross Kids Camp
Thelma Bravington Angliss Hospital FTG Auxiliary
Suzanne Doughty FTG TOWN Weight Loss
Betija Plume Latvian Friendly Society
Maxine Lane FTG Friends of Red Cross
Rod Farquhar Knox Park Primary School
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A new presence for community banking
Like many other intitiatives in Knox, community 
banking in this area began in Ferntree Gully. The 
Ferntree Gully community-owned branch of the 
Bendigo Bank opened in Station Street in 2000 after 
the closure of other banks in the village. 

Since then it has grown and prospered. Its board has 
initiated community activities in the Gully (including 
this newspaper) and has supported many long-
established groups. In due course they opened a second 
branch in Wellington Village, Rowville. 

This year marks another milestone, for the Knox 
Community Bank Group, with the launch of the 
Caribbean Park Business Centre (cashless) Branch in 
collaboration with Bendigo Bank. This unique cashless 
Branch is located at Waterman Caribbean, a state of 
the art business park in Scoresby, Melbourne Victoria. 

Caribbean Waterman, is home to over 600 small to 
medium businesses and has a real sense of community 
and joint endeavour. Knox Community Bank Group 
recognises that community isn’t just bound by 

It all began with us
geography, a town or a suburb, but is created through 
shared interests and the objectives of in excess of 600 
businesses who call Waterman Caribbean home. 

On 20 June, recipients of this year’s community grants 
gathered at Caribbean Park Business Centre (cashless) 
Branch which is located at Retail 1, 44 Lakeview Drive, 
Scoresby a far cry from the village shopfront style of the 
Ferntree Gully Community Bank Branch but indicative 
of the changes in banking practice.  

The face-to-face connections that the two shopfront 
branches offer will continue to be at the heart of 
our community-owned bank (now trading as Knox 
Community Bank Group) while the new site gives 
opportunity for growth in commercial banking, widens 
staff experience and should have a role to play in creating 
community in the new suburb. 

Giving back to the community 
Every year the Knox Community Bank® Group shows 
its support to local organisations by funding some of 
their projects. 

On 26 June the Knox Community Bank®Group 
held its annual grants presentation evening at their 
new site  Carribean Waterman. The Ferntree Gully 
community groups who received a grant from the bank 
are as follows:

Foothills Community Care, $8000  

Peace and Loyalty Lodge, bursaries for high schools, 
$4000

Knox Historical Society, for publishing a book of 
photos, $2604

FTG Eagles Football-Netball Club, for equipment, 
$1130

Knox & District Toy Library, for educational toys, 
$1848   

Mountain District Learning Centre, to organise an 
event for VCAL students, $1750

The Gully Men’s Shed, for equipment, $1201 

Ferntree Gully Village Traders, for village promotions, 
including Village Fair, $3000

Knox Environmental Society, for signage and sales 
bench for plant nursery, $2500

Coonara Community House, for Saturday community 
lunch for the socially isolated, $2448

Upper Ferntree Gully Football Club, for equipment, 
$6500

Ferntree Gully Village Fair 2018
Planning is well under way for this year’s fair. The date 
is Saturday 24 November, 10am to 2pm. The focus will 
be around the CFA Open Day and the Uniting Church 
in the Avenue, extending to the Shopping Court and 
and other shoppng strips. 

As last year, it is hoped to include: children’s games, 
market stalls, an ‘All things Christmas’ exhibition, a 
music stage, ‘rock n roll’ dancing, vintage cars, jumpy 
castle, pet farm etc. Suggestions for new activities are 
welcome. So are offers of help.

If you or your groups would like to to take part come 
along to the Village Traders’ meetings on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 5.30pm in the Studio 
behind the Cottage at 8 The Avenue.  Or contact the 
Gully News team  at gullynews@gmail.com or FTG 
newsagency in Station Street. 

And finally our thanks to Bendigo Bank for their 
financial contribution to the  expenses of putting on 
the Fair. 

Gully News team

Community Bank

Fern Tree Gully Community 
Bank® Branch
www.kcbg.com.au

Supporting 
your community



In May, 70 Joey Scouts from the eight Joey Mobs in 
the City of Knox District attended our annual Heany 
Hop at Heany Park Scout Camp.  This event has all its 
activities planned and run solely by the City of Knox 
Venturer Units, and this year’s did not disappoint.  

Set in the time of pirates and mermaids the Joey 
Scouts braved the wet weather and followed treasure 
maps, climbed the rigging and walked the plank.  Every 
activity base was filled with new and different activities, 
with Venturers and Leaders dressed up as pirates and 
mermaids to complete the experience.  There was even 
a pirate ship made up for the Joey Scouts to explore. 

The swashbuckling adventure continued with face 
painting, duelling, sling shots and target practice. 

The Joey Scouts had an amazing pirate day and came 
home with a camp blanket badge and craft loot to boot!

If you are interested in joining the fun, head to www.
vicscouts.com.au and follow the links.  Youth members 
can join from the ages of 5-26 years.  

Shelley Neil 
District Leader Joey Scouts

Joey Scouts hop into fun

On  7 June, just under 200 Cub Scouts and their 
families attended the ‘Winter Campfire.’ Ten out of 
our 13 Cub Packs in the City of Knox were represented 
and we had the 1st Blackburn South Cub Pack attend 
as well.

Each year in June the campfire is run alternately 
outdoors at Heany Park Scout Camp or indoors at one 
of our Scout halls with a fire place. However, this year 

Campfire capers we broke with tradition and held an amazing campfire 
in the amphitheatre at the Tim Neville Arboretum. We 
are extremely grateful to Knox Council for allowing us 
this fabulous opportunity.

The Cub Packs performed marvellous skits, which 
had names like: ‘Wild Elephants,’ ‘The Emergency 
Alarm,’ ‘Penguin at Antarctica Station,’ ‘Baby Shark’ 
and many more. They practised the skits on their pack 
nights ready to perform them in front of our huge 
audience.

We also sang a variety of songs throughout the 
campfire. These familiar tunes include ‘Campfire’s 
Burning,’ ‘My Highland Goat,’ ‘Grand Old Duke 
of York,’ ‘Singing in the rain,’ ‘Pizza Hut’ and many, 
many more.

Many leaders and Cubs wore their campfire blankets, 
highly decorated (and heavy) with cloth badges. We 
have lots of keen badge collectors in the City of Knox 
who love getting a new badge at any opportunity.

The night was full of yells, skits, songs, Scout 
applauses and lots of laughter. The one and a half 
hours went very quickly and we all look forward to 
the next one. 

If you are interested in trying scouting go to: http://
www.vicscouts.com.au/join-us.html

4th Knox, 8th Knox and 1st Ferntree Gully are the 
local Scout Groups. You can try three nights for free! So 
come along and join in the fun. Scouting is for youth 
from age 5 to 26 years and after 26 lots of fun is to be 
had by becoming a leader!

Nicole Klep 
District Leader Cub Scouts

PC, Mac, Laptop + Printer
Repairs, Sales + Upgrades

• Data Backup + Recovery 
• Virus + Spyware Removal 
• Software Install
• Ink Cartridges and Refills

109 Station St, Ferntree Gully

1300 489 434

• Troubleshooting
• Computer Setup
• Printer Setup
• Email + Internet Setup
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Do you know an individual or community group that 
does something special in our local community that 
may go unnoticed? 

You may wish to consider nominating that person or 
group for a 2017 Aston Community Award. 

The Aston Community Awards celebrate local 
volunteers and community groups who give their time, 
skill and energy to helping others and making the Knox 
community a better place to live.

We have some outstanding volunteers in our 
community and the Aston Community Awards are 
a chance to recognise them.   It is important that we 

properly thank these individuals for all their work.
The Aston Community Awards will recognise local 

volunteers in four categories: 
•	 Youth Volunteer Achievement Award;
•	 Individual Volunteer Achievement Award;
•	 Community Group Achievement Award; and
•	 Senior Volunteer Achievement Award.
The Aston Community Awards ceremony will be 

held on Friday, 15 September at 6.30pm at the Knox 
Italian Club in Rowville.  All are welcome, but RSVPs 
are essential. 

Nominating is a simple, two minute process and self-
nominations are welcome. Nominations are now open 
and will close 5pm on 25 August, 2017. 

Nomination forms can be completed on my website 
at www.alantudge.com.au or by contacting my office 
on 9887 3890.

June was a milestone month for the Combined Probus 
Club of Knox with the club’s 20th Anniversary being 
celebrated with a lunch on 5 June at the Stamford Hotel 
attended by over 70 members. 

Peter Headlam, president of Knox Rotary when 
the club was formed in 1998, was a special guest, as 
were Foundation President and Life Member Wally 
Fordham. Life Members Anne and Laurie Patterson, 
Doug Whan and Graeme and Maureen McEwin were 
also in attendance. 

Following the main course  the committee entertained 
the gathering with  a Sherlock Holmes sketch solving 
a murder on the high seas. Though not all were Oscar 
winning performances, the audience ovation was 
enthusiastic.  Following the sketch, a delicious chocolate 
cake was cut and consumed with much relish by the 
members. 

Knox Combined Probus Club
Our most  recent  out ing 

was to see ‘Living Legends’ 
at Woodlands Homestead in 
Sunbury. Woodlands is home to 
many retired racehorses  including 
Might and Power and Rogan Josh. 
We enjoyed a cuppa and scones in 
the homestead before meeting the 
racehorses who were very pleased 
to see us once they knew we were 
carrying buckets of carrots. Our 
guide informed us about the racing 
achievements and characteristics of the horses as we 
walked around the paddocks. A light lunch followed 
before we return home. 

A small group also attended a performance of the 
Wizard of Oz at the Regent Theatre. Our July meeting 

The  annual Angliss Hospital Ferntree Gully Auxiliary 
branch’s fashion parade of pre-loved clothing  was once 
again a lighthearted, fun event to watch.

Held at the Masonic Hall in Station Street, the 
highlight was the ‘catwalk’ display by elegant models: 
Denise Gravatt, Thelma Bravington, Kaye Earl and  
Colleen Marke.

The MC for the day was novice Pauline Besim who 
did an excellent job. The kitchen co-ordinator Mirjana  
Angelove, assisted by Lyn Brunton and Alma Grahame,  
presented an excellent lunch.  Behind the scenes Tilly 
Esse, June Goudie, Lorna O’Brien and Pat Rumley also 
contributed to the success of the day.

Fashion Parade displays 
outfits for every occasion

will feature speaker Dr Sue Schofield who will talk about 
the rescue and rehabilitation of Orangutans.  

For information contact Rick Goss, 9763 0193, goss@ 
westnet.com.au 

My conclusion: No longer do 
we need to spend hundreds of 
dollars looking for an outfit for 
the races, mother of the bride, 
watching the tennis, walking 
the dog or even going to bed!  

Just shop at the Angliss 
Hospita l  Ferntree Gully 
Auxiliary Op Shop in the 
Village Court, for personalised, 
cheap  and  brand  name 
clothing, all for a minimal 
price!

Mary Trinnie

ALAN TUDGE MP
Federal Member for Aston

9887 3890
tudgeMP alan.tudge.mp@aph.gov.au

www.alantudge.com.au
Authorised by Alan Tudge MP, Liberal Party of Australia. Suite 4, Level 1, 420 Burwood Highway, Wantirna South VIC 3152
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Nominate your local volunteer hero for an Aston Community Award
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Do you have a little dancer who bops around more than walks?
Do you have a child who is looking for somewhere fun to dance?

Are you a dancer looking for a new home to grow & learn?

Look no further than Tempo Dance Company

We offer quality classes in all aspects of

Book your FREE TRIAL CLASS with us TODAY

* 9758 9163 or 0409 300 273 *
Clematis Hall - 2072 Wellington Rd near (CFA Depot) 

CLEMATIS
St Simon’s Hall - 2 Taylors Lane
ROWVILLE

Factory 4 / 14 Edina Road

Classes to suit all ages beginners to advanced

* CONTEMPORARY * ACRO / CHEER *

* JAZZ * TAP * CLASSICAL BALLET * HIP HOP *

FERNTREE GULLY
“gotta dance at tempo”

Boomerang Bags
Boomerang Bags is a grassroots, community driven 
movement, tackling plastic pollution at its source, 
by making reuseable ‘boomerang bags’ using recycled 
materials.

The bags are given away to friends through to bagless 
strangers as an alternative that can be used, reused, or 
passed on, creating a platform to start conversations, 
make friends, up-cycle materials and work towards 
shifting society’s throw away mentality to a more 
sustainable revolution of re-use.

Boomerang Bags attracts a dynamic group of 
proactive volunteers, young and old, who are passionate 
about reducing plastic bag pollution and who gain great 
satisfaction from their involvement.

To find out more about Boomerang Bags and to join 
the movement, go to: https://boomerangbags.org

Wellington Care - blanket and coat 
drive 
Free blankets, coats & jumpers available from the 
Wellington Care Centre drop-in program called ‘The 
Well.’  Emergency food parcels and bread available. 

Stay for a cuppa, a chat and some cake. Starts 17 July 
till stocks run out.
Where: 2 Le John Street Rowville (next to Rowville 
Baptist Church) 
When: Tuesdays 10.30am – 1.30pm 
Tel: 9764 3738
No appointment necessary. 

Comings and goings
Where would you rather be?
Whilst southern Australia shivers through the start of 
winter, northern Australian is currently experiencing 
its dry season with endless sunny days and maximum 
daily temperatures of around 30c. 

Patrick Lijnders from Helloworld Travel Ferntree 
Gully recently returned from Broome, Western 
Australia. 

Located on the north-west coastline of Australia, 
Broome is the perfect location for some respite from 
the harsh Melbourne winter and for some rest and 
relaxation. The city is the gateway to the beautiful 
Kimberley region but also a standalone tourist 
destination itself.

During his stay, Patrick marvelled at the sunsets over 
beautiful Cable Beach, explored the rugged terrain of 
the surrounding Dampier Peninsula and learnt about 
the region’s extensive pearling history. 

The friendly staff at Mountain Gate Helloworld 
(finalists for State Retailer of the Year) will be full of 
ideas, tips and deals for escaping the winter weather.

Helloworld Travel is at Shop 41 
Mountain Gate Shopping Centre 
Tel. 9758 7088

Newsagency on the move
But don’t worry they are not going far.
The Mountain Gate Newsagency owners Frank and 
Vivian are  moving from their longstanding Shopping 
Centre premises to Shop 13, a few doors away, formerly 
the Health Food Shop. The new shop will have a 
more compact display but the friendly service will be 
the same. They will continue to provide all services 
and goods currently available, including Ferntree 
Gully News. Frank and Vivian look forward to your 
continuing patronage.

Alice Collins
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Bring the joy of play into your home
– at an affordable price
Children learn through play, and making learning fun 
ensures children get a lot of practice.  The games children 
play are directly linked to the needs of their growing 
body and mind.  If play is a child’s work, then they must 
have the tools of their trade. Toys are the tools that help 
children enjoy play.

The Knox and District Toy Library provide these 
tools at an affordable price to parents, grandparents, 
playgroups and kindergartens. For the price of one toy, 
you can have access to over 2500 quality toys. Access to 
a wide range of toys promotes children’s imagination, 
curiosity and learning.

The Toy Library has a variety of fun, educational and 
age-appropriate toys for loan, catering for children from 
6 months to 6 years old.  The Toy Library also aims to 
support family interaction in the local community.

A Toy Library membership gives children the 
opportunity to experience a wider range of toys than 
they would normally have access to.  It allows children 
to make choices, to learn from their decisions and most 
importantly, have fun.

 The Toy Library is open on Thursdays 6.30 - 8.30pm 
and Friday and Saturday mornings 10am - 12pm.  
Memberships start from $70 ($50 conc.) a year, which 
allows you to borrow 5 toys per fortnight.

 Why not pop into the Toy Library to see if it would 
suit your family or group?
11-13 Gerda Street, Scoresby
For further information visit www.knoxtoylibrary.org.
au, email info@knoxtoylibrary.org.au or phone 0424 
265 790.

Community News
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Sponsored by 
Mountain Gate
Opportunity ShopDD

Get social.  
Get active.  
Get involved.
Knox Seniors Festival 8-20 October
Come celebrate our older residents at this year’s  
Seniors festival, jam-packed with fun, entertaining 
and engaging events across the city of Knox.
 
Highlights include
Embolden Fashion Parade   
Tue 9 Oct
Travel by bus to St Kilda for a fashion parade by older 
people, exploring beauty and gender in ways that 
celebrate ageing bodies and empower us all.

The Melbournaires – Festival Closing Night Event
Sat 20 Oct
The Melbournaires Harmony Chorus is ranked amongst 
the top choruses nationally. 50 men, singing  
4-part a-cappella harmonies and popular  
songs in the barbershop style. 

For bookings & more events call 9298 8000  
or visit knox.vic.gov.au/seniorsfestival

Shop 3/107 Station Street
Ferntree Gully

Your local IGA community store

Great  
Weekly  
Specials

Home  
Delivery

Seniors
Discount

087 Ferntreegully IGA A5 Postcard.indd   1 10/09/14   3:47 PM

The friendly Mountain Gate Op Shop 
would welcome volunteers to sort goods 
and serve the stream of customers who 

come looking for things to fill a need, for 
treasures, or just for a chat. The proceeds 
of the shop go to support local charities. 

Call into 54 Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre.

Thinking of volunteering?
Here’s an opportunity!

Giving back to the community
Ferntree Gully News thanks Mountian Gate Op Shop 
for renewing their sponsorship of this community paper. 

The vision of the Op Shop is ‘to give back to the 
community’ and they donate to a number of causes. 
A recent and very moving one has been, through their 
sponsorship of the Belgrave Netball Club, a donation 
to the family of one of the umpires, Robyn, to support 
eight-year-old Georgia who has  cancer.



10
Safety system for firefighters earns Award

If there’s one thing Upper Ferntree Gully CFA volunteer 
Darren Johnson wants to protect as much as his 
community, it’s his fellow firefighters.

Darren has devised a simple system so firefighters 
can easily access safety blankets if they’re stuck in a 
burn-over.

His blanket retention and deployment system earned 
Darren a highly commended honour in the recent Spirit 
of CFA awards.

In 2009 three brigade members were caught in a fire 
that destroyed their truck.

‘From hearing their stories about trying to get the 
blankets out from behind their seats and out of their 

plastic bags in in a time-critical burn-over, I thought 
we could come up with a better system,’ Darren said.

Darren used space in the rollover protection area to 
store two blankets.

In burn-overs, curtains cover truck windows and a 
spray system puts water over the truck and the thick 
blankets are a vital part of their line of defence.

All firefighters escaped the 2009 fire, but Darren said 
their experiences continued to resonate with the brigade.

‘With this system you’ve got a blanket out in 
seconds,’he said.

Volunteer Fire Brigades Victoria CEO Andrew Ford 
congratulated Darren on the initiative and said it 

was another example of volunteers putting safety and 
professionalism at the forefront of fighting fires.

‘Volunteers are a vital part of every regional Victorian 
community. As one of the most fire-prone places in the 
world, Victorians can be confident that with almost 
60,000 volunteers and 1000 paid firefighters, we’re 
professionally trained and equipped for all fire risks 
and our huge volunteer numbers mean we can step up 
and respond anywhere in the state in times of disaster,’ 
Mr Ford said.

Upper Gully CFA
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CLAIM YOUR 

7 DAY FREE TRIAL  GROUP
 PERSONAL
TRAINING
SPECIALISTS

NOW OPEN IN FERNTREE GULLY
94-98 Station Street, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
Call 0405 662 799 or visit coachingzone.com.au
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Come and join us for a meal at the 
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully

Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888

www.ftgbowls.com.au

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club

For lunch
Tuesday to Friday

12.00pm to 2.00pm
On Sundays

12.00 to 2.00pm
And for dinner
Tuesday-Sunday

from 6.00pm

Closed Mondays

For bookings ring 9753 5888

Our Bistro is open

Sports Page

Since the late 1940s, rumours that a bowling club 
was to be established in Ferntree Gully had surfaced 
periodically, but nothing came about till the Rotary 
Club provided leadership of the project in 1965.

A public meeting, attended by 76 people, called by 
the Shire of Knox on 9 November 1965, and voted 
unanimously to establish the Ferntree Gully Bowling 
Club. The first president was Mr Harold Clarke, and 
the secretary, Mr Jeff Eldridge. (These two  also held the 
same positions at the Rotary Club.) The club still has 
one member who attended the first meeting of the club 
– Mr Ken Miller. Now a life member, Ken continues to 
take an active role in bowling and other club activities.

The Shire allocated some seemingly unpromising land 
at Glenfern Park (near the corner of Burwood Highway 
and Glenfern Road) for the bowling club. Conditions 
of the lease were that the club commit to a program 
of improvements and enthusiastic volunteers worked 
tirelessly to clear and level the ground for the club’s 
first bowling green. 

Local businesses provided machinery to assist in 
creating the banks and surrounds.  One such machine 
was ‘Big Bertha’, used to relocate topsoil from the 
green area to form the banks.  The performance of this 
temperamental vehicle provided the workers with equal 
amounts of mirth and frustration.

The first green became available for use in December 
1967, with a tin shed for a club house. Plans were drawn 
up for a permanent building and again members worked 
tirelessly to source materials and assist with much of the 
building. The remainder was done by local businesses, 
such as West’s Roofing.

The official opening of the new Ferntree Gully 
Bowling Club took place on 14 September 1968. A 
team of 16 bowlers was entered into the Metropolitan 
Pennant competition for the 1968-69 season.

Extensions and growth of the club
Membership has continued to grow and currently 
the club fields five sides on Saturday and four sides 
on Tuesday. Last season was one of the best for the 
club, with the first and second Saturday pennant sides, 
premiers in their sections.

The clubhouse has been modified and extended over 
the years. A liquor licence was obtained in 1971 and 
current facilities include a large functions room, kitchen, 
bistro, gaming area, offices and a meeting room. Solar 
panels were recently added to the roof.

The Ferntree Gully Bowling Club organises a range 
of activities besides pennant competitions. Social 
bowls, scheduled up to four days per week, are a great 
way for new bowlers to make friends and practise their 
skills. Introductory bowling activities include Barefoot 
Bowls, Jack Attack and free coaching for learners. Social 
and charity events are regularly organised to support 
the William Angliss Hospital, the Royyal Children’s 
Hospital  Good Friday Appeal and the Cancer Council.

Ferntree Gully Bowling Club has always been fortunate 
that its members have continued to volunteer for 
committees, to organise social events and maintenance 
work around the precinct. In this tradition, the Monday 
Morning Maintenance Men are a great band of guys 
who turn up every week to complete much of the 
handyman tasks our facilities require. In celebrating 
the club’s 50th Anniversary, we pay tribute to those 
whose foresight, energy and willing hands established 
and built the club, and to those who have maintained 
the tradition.

Ferntree Gully Bowling Club 50th 
Anniversary 
Open Day: Sunday 26 August 2018
Formal opening of the season 9.30am
From 11am to 1pm  the general public are invited to try 
their hand at bowling (bowls and coaching provided). 

This fun day is open to school children, teenagers, 
young adults as well as mature adults. A free sausage 
sizzle will be provided, plus a mini market featuring a 
range of stalls. No need to book – just turn up.

50th Anniversary Dinner: Saturday 15 
September 2018

A formal recognition of the 50th Anniversary with 
dinner at the clubrooms. 

Local dignitaries and Rotary representatives are to 
attend, as well as former and current members. We 
are interested in contacting descendants of original 
members and former members who may be interested 
in attending the anniversary dinner.

Please contact the club on: 9753 5888 for information 
and bookings for the dinner, or to organise your next 
family or business function.

The photos show, from the top, Laying the first green; a tea 
break; formal sportswear on the new green; sportswear for 
bowls today. 

Ferntree Gully Bowling Club celebrates 50 years



Mountain District Learning Centre

Ferntree Gully News August 2018

Wednesday Friendship Group
Everyone is welcome at MDLC on Wednesdays between 
1.00 and  3.00pm. Come along for a cuppa and a chat 
in a friendly environment.

If this sounds like something you might enjoy, call the 
office on 9758 7859 and ask for a timetable. A different 
activity is on each week. 

Upcoming events include:
15 August  Cinema session
29 August AMF Boronia Bowling
5 September  Fathers’ Day Barbecue
26 September Grand Final  theme and pie day

Gold coin donation $3.00

Bendigo Bank  Grant Presentation 
Night
A first for young students at MDLC will be an inaugural  
end-of-year formal (or Great Deb. Ball!). This has been  
made possible by a grant from the Ferntree Gully 
Community  Branch of the Bendigo Bank.  

Barbara Oehring’s photos show (right) Community 
Bank Board member Des Higginbotham, presents 
a cheque to Catherine Dobson (MDLC VCAL Co-
ordinator) and student Sarah who initiated the proposal. 

At the Bank’s opening of their new site  were (above)  
MDLC Chairman Chris Markwick, Manager Janet 
Claringbold and Ferntree Gully News editor Anne 
Boyd.  

This book is a selection of stories and photographs 
gathered from the first fifty issues of  the community 
newspaper, Ferntree Gully News.

Part personal stories, especially of migrants who 
‘made a home in the Gully’, part celebration of some of 
Victoria’s oldest sports and arts groups,  part evocations 
of a special place facing twenty-first century change,  
the book form gives some permanence to the ephemeral 
nature of a bi-monthly newspaper.

It does more than this. Launched only months after 
the devastation of Black  Saturday bushfires in 2009,  
Ferntree Gully News has reported  local stories around 
the underlying agenda of maintaining community 
in an ‘edge’ place, between the forested slopes of the 
Dandenong Ranges and the increasingly urbanised 
fringes of the city of Melbourne. 

Follow the story of the newspaper as it gathers 
confidence over eight years, or dip in anywhere to 
enjoy the conversations of a generous and engaged 
community.

Order copies now
A grant from Knox Council’s Community Development 
Fund has made it possible for the Ferntree Gully News 
team to bring together in a book an engaging selection 
of stories and photographs from the first 50 issues of 
the paper.  
Publication will be in October this year. Price $15.00

Special offer for prepublication orders: $10.00
Order and pay before publication  from: 
Mountain District Learning Centre Office 
13-15 The Avenue, FTG ($10.00 per copy. Extra charge 
if requiring post & packing within Australia, single 
copy: $7.00). 

Payment arrangements:
At Mountain Distrct Learning Centre Office,
13-15 The Avenue, FTG
Pay by cash or credit card – eftpos facilities available

Collect your orders after publication.

For further information:  office@mdlc.com.au
Tel 9758 7859

Announcing … Ferntree Gully News:
Scenes and Stories, 2009-2017 
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MDLC is a registered training 
organisation, learn local centre 
and neighbourhood house offering 
education, training and a variety of 
activities in a supportive community 
setting.

Their RTO accredited courses 
are offered within Victoria and are 
supported by funding from the 
Department of Education and Training.

Education for all...
in a small and flexible learning 
environment.
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Environment

No doubt readers would have learnt that the heritage 
building, Millers Homestead in Boronia, currently 
owned by the Knox City Council, has been proposed 
for sale. We, at the Gully News, thought it appropriate 
to inform readers of the history of the homestead.

Millers Homestead was built in 1888. A year later, 
in the Visitor’s Guide to the Upper Yarra and Ferntree 
Gully Districts it was described as a house ‘situated on 
a crown of rising land’ with views of mountain and 
forest scenery. It was a residence ‘up to the requirements 
of anyone possessing a cultivated taste for beauty, 
convenience, snugness and true sanitary conditions’.

Constructed in the popular Italianate style of the time, 
it is an ornate building in brick with stucco rendering. 
With its French doors and bay windows, it deviates 
somewhat from the Italianate, and its veranda, although 
ornate, was possibly a concession to the Australian 
climate.  

Millers Homestead is named after its first owner, 
James J Miller. It was at times also known as ‘Melrose’. 
Around his home, Miller designed a large garden 
of flowering plants. Camellias of all colours filled 
the grounds with blossom, their species being of 
particular horticultural significance. In addition, there 

were numerous food producing trees such as lemons, 
chestnuts, figs and cherries.

Miller was a printer, a horse breeder and trainer. He 
also ran a sweepstakes. It seems too that he had an 
entrepreneurial spirit in his endeavour to attract visitors 
to the Dandenongs and particularly to his homestead. 
People came to see his horses and his garden. To increase 
the numbers he introduced a private coach service to 
transport visitors. And each year he organised a huge 
Christmas fireworks display.

Miller was also important in local politics. He was the 
first President of the Shire of Ferntree Gully, a role he 
held from 1889 to 1892. In that capacity he chose the 
lyrebird to be the Shire’s emblem.

In 1891, the Guide to the Upper Yarra District (as 
referred to above) described Millers Homestead as a 
‘typical gentleman’s country residence’. But while the 
homestead my have been considered a gentleman’s 
residence, Miller, in the eyes of some, may not have 
always behaved as such. History records him as being 
frank and opinionated. On at least one occasion, a 
letter Miller penned was deemed unreadable due to 
its impolite nature. Maybe he had good reason to 
be outspoken. His letter apparently expressed his ire 

about huge increases 
in council rates!

In the late 1890s, 
Millers sweepstakes 
were declared illegal. 
This placed him in 
financial hardship 
and he lost ownership 
of the homestead 
and  i t s  g a rden s . 
Subsequently,  the 
property had several 
different owners until 
1976 when it came 
into the ownership 
of  the Knox City 

Council. The homestead and its surrounding gardens 
were restored in the 1980s and the property was hired 
out for events such as weddings. 

Today the homestead stands, serene and majestic, 
behind its bluestone and iron fence. Its chimneys rise 
clearly, backgrounded by the sky. Settled and slightly 
higher than the nearby properties, the homestead still 
gazes towards Mt Dandenong and the surrounding hills. 
Huge deciduous trees rest in their winter nakedness 
while aged gums complement them extending their 
leafy branches. A windmill stands sedate and alone. 
Agapanthus leaves drip over garden boundaries onto 
pleasantly shaped lawns. Outside, the path to the 
entrance is lined with lavender. And deep within the 
greenery a camellia gently exposes its blood red blossom.

Teresa Cannon

Information for this article was obtained from:
Story of the Dandenongs by Helen Coulson
City of Knox Heritage Study 1993 by Margaret McInnes 
This work also references the Visitor’s Guide to the Upper 
Yarra and Ferntree Gully Districts by A H Massina, 
writings by R Curlewis and, with our thanks, the Knox 
Historical Society.

Millers homestead in the late 19th century. Photo courtesy of the Knox Historical Society.

Indigenous heritage resources to be included in Heritage Plan

At their meeting on June 25 Knox Council 
voted to review  Knox’s Heritage Protection 
Plan – something not done since 1993.  
A heritage listing requirement since 1993 is the 
inclusion, along with buildings and vegatation, of  
Aboriginal heritage resources to ‘assist in the recognition, 
celebration, and protection of culturally significant sites 
and artefacts’. The study will be prepared in consultation 
with the local Aboriginal communities and will provide 
greater guidance on sites of significance when decisions 
are made by Council officers. 

The aim of the overall heritage review will be to 
determine the most effective role for Council in the 

protection and maintenance of heritage assets in Knox 
and to develop a plan for the future. As a planning 
authority, Council can then ensure that’ the community 
is completely aware of the places that are significant, why 
they are significant and what Council’s expectations are 
for these places.’ 

The full report, included in the Minutes, is useful 
reading for anyone concerned about heritage protection 
in the municipality.  

Miller’s Homestead
‘surplus to requirements’
Another decision by Council at the June meeting 
was to seek authorisation from the Minister for 
Planning to rezone the site and garden of Millers 
Homestead in Dorrigo Avenue Boronia from Public 

Park and Recreation Zone (PPRZ) to a Neighbourhood 
Residential Zone  (NRZ1) to ‘facilitate the disposal of 
this asset’. 

A prospective private owner would be required to 
maintain the heritage garden and external façade of the 
house as a sole dwelling on the 5500ssqm site without 
further subdivision.  

However in the face of immediate negative public 
reaction to the sale of a much loved historical property, 
a six-week public consultation will be held to explore 
viable ways to keep the house in public use.  

At the time of going to press the date of the 
consultation has not been announced. Don’t miss the 
oportunity to have your say. See the Council website  
and the Millers Homestead Community Support on 
facebook.

Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP for 

Ferntree Gully 13

Millers Homestead: a ‘typical gentleman’s country residence’
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Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade 
A 100% Volunteer CFA Brigade

Dedicated to making Ferntree Gully a 
safer place since 1942

Fire calls 000

Prepared by Brigade Member
Graham Crichton

Ferntree Gully CFA’s new heavy 
tanker named after long-time 
member, Milton Dinsdale
At an awards ceremony on Saturday 14 July, Ferntree 
Gully’s new 4000 litre Iveco tanker was named Milton 
Dinsdale in recognition of Milton’s incredible 55 years 
of service to the Brigade and to the Ferntree Gully 
community. Milton joined the brigade in 1965. Milton 
has only recently decided to hang up his boots and 
retire from active firefighting. I am sure that the entire 
Ferntree Gully community will applaud Milton for his 
dedicated service over these years.

. . .and there is more . . . 
Not only does our Brigade have a brand new tanker 

but also two other brand new firefighting appliances. 
The vehicles are a Scania Pumper designed for all 
structure type fires, car crashes, hazardous situations 

etc. This state of the art vehicle has breathing apparatus 
set within the rear seats for speedier operation, and a 
greater pumping capacity of 4000 litres per minute. It 
has a much needed water carrying capacity of 2500 litres 
and carries an increased capacity of A and B foams as 
well as a telescopic lighting tower.

Our third new vehicle is a Ford Ranger crew cab 
with a mounted high capacity pump. This appliance, 
known as a ‘Big-Fill’, is a result of the Brigade updating 
our previous vehicle to give us greater accessibility for 
pumping operations, storage and reliability. This vehicle 
is relatively small and very versatile, being able to pump 
large volumes of water from swimming pools, dams, 
creeks and static water supplies for long periods of time.

As a consequence of having three new vehicles, the 
brigade has been extremely busy training with them 
before they could become operational.

Community Engagement and Safety
For the first time in 2018, and after being recognised as 
a finalist in the 2017 RACV Victorian Fire Awareness 
Awards, Ferntree Gully CFA in conjunction with the 
Ferntree Gully Eastern Regional Libraries, held an ever-
popular ‘ Funtime – Storytime’ at the Fire Station on 
July 5. Over 150 prep, grades 1 and 2 students, parents 
and grandparents attended the morning and enjoyed 
pantomime, a play, art and craft and the opportunity 
to squirt water from a real fire hose. The aim of the 
morning was to teach basic home fire safety in a fun 
environment. Adults also had the chance to safely learn 
and practise how to use a fire blanket on a stove top.

Remember, Ferntree Gully CFA is a 100% volunteer 
brigade and as such we are always looking out for 
prospective new members who live within a relatively 
short distance of the fire station and are fit, prepared to 
train and be willing to learn new skills and meet new 
people. What you learn could totally change your life 
and much of it is transferable to work places. Why not 
come and have a chat to us. You could be the kind of 
person that we are looking for!

Contact Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade by emailing   
info@ftgcfa.org.au

Milton Dinsdale with his family celebrate the naming of the new Iveco tanker in recognition of his 
unbroken 55 years of service to the Ferntree Gully Community and to the State of Victoria.

The FTG CFA fleet of vehicles.  L 
to R. The brand new Iveco 4000 
litre heavy tanker, the brand new 
Scania pumper, the present Isuzu 
pumper, brand new Ford Ranger 
Big Fill, Toyota slip-on.

Ferntree Gully CFA

Ferntree Gully News August 2018
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A bird in the bush
The universal mantra held by Knox U3A, that you are 
never too old to do the things you like, is never more 
evident than in its birdwatching group. I joined them 
for their weekly excursion on the morning of 25 May 
at the picturesque Heritage Golf & Country Club in 
Chirnside Park.

Capably led by John Bosworth, twelve of our  twenty-
four members  turned up for the meeting. On a glorious 
morning we made our way down the well-formed paths 
of the Country Club, between manicured lawns and 
gardens towards the Yarra River. Our ‘birders’ were able 
to start listing species even in that built up environment.

A small mob of Eastern Grey kangaroos watched as 
we approached the denser scrub bordering the river, 
and the bird-life, although now harder to see, increased. 
Water hens were seen foraging on the golf fairways in 
the distance, and honeyeaters, wrens and lorikeets were 
among the birds observed. Everything is noted on field 
trips; even the ubiquitous cockatoos and Indian mynahs.

The group has a different location each week for 
their activities, and whereas they no longer pound 
their way through impenetrable scrub, the sites they 
visit are often challenging. Some of the members are 
comparatively recent to the hobby, while others have 
held a life-long interest in the wonderful bird-life that 
this country offers.

I spoke at length with Barbara Garrett who has been 
a long-serving member of the group. Barbara has a 
few mobility issues these days, but still attends the 
excursions, pacing herself and not undertaking anything 
too outrageous. She is thus able to maintain a large 
degree of participation in her long-time hobby. Indeed, 
achieving this outcome is what the U3A organisation 
is all about.

After about half an hour I left the group who were, 
at the time, staring up into the foliage of a black wattle 
trying to locate the source of an intriguing bird song. 
Their excursions are usually of an hour and a half to 
two hours duration, so I hope they were ultimately 
successful. One member claimed sighting twenty-five 
species at the time I left. Observant, indeed.

There are still places available in this group but, of 
course, in order to participate you must be a member 
of Knox U3A. Membership details and course lists are 
available on our website www.u3aknox.org.au or contact 
us during office hours on 9752 2737. A mere $60 a year 
gives access to this, and 162 other worthwhile activities.

John Ford 
Publicity Officer Knox U3A

Not a hobby for those with bad necks. The group seeks to identify a bird high in the foliage with the Yarra River in 
proximity.

Black Faced Cuckoo Shrike. Once fairly common around 
the foothills, now much less frequently encountered.

U3A News
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Colleges present their biggest show yet
St Joseph's College and Mater Christi College are very 
pleased to be working together to present ‘The Wedding 
Singer’.  Rehearsals have been running twice a week 
with all performers and band members meeting for 
holiday workshops to revise and fine tune our largest 
and most ambitious show to date. 

With just over 3 weeks to go (at time of writing) we 
are very pleased to announce tickets sales are now open 
for the 5 shows running from August 8 to 11 at the 
Burrinja Cultural Centre. 

‘The Wedding Singer’ is based on the 1998 movie 
starring Adam Sandler and Drew Barrymore and it 
has proven to be pretty rich source material with it’s 
unabashed celebration of life in the mid 1980s.

The story opens with Robbie Hart is singing at a 
wedding on the eve of his own nuptials when he bumps 
into waitress Julia and they hit it off buddy-style.

Julia wants to be engaged to her long-term boyfriend 
Glen, a Gordon Gecko-style money worshipper. As 
Robbie is ditched at the altar, Julia gets her wish and is 
proposed to but it soon becomes clear that nobody is 
with the people they’re really supposed to be and the 
rest of the action deals with our hero building up the 
guts to tell our girl what’s really in his heart.

With a score that pays homage to the pop songs of 
the 1980s this is one ceremony you won’t want to miss!

‘The Wedding Singer’

August 8 – 11, 2018

ST JOSEPH'S COLLEGE AND 
MATER CHRISTI COLLEGE PROUDLY PRESENT 

at Burrinja Cultural Centre Upwey

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
TICKETS.BURRINJA.ORG.AU 

Nick Wakeling, State 
Member for Ferntree 
Gully, and Danny 
O’Brien, Shadow 
Minister for Sport, 
have announced a 
$600,000 funding 
boost to local Knox 
sporting clubs.

If elected to government 
in November, the Liberal 
Party will upgrade 12 sports 
ovals  throughout Knox, 
including Dobson, Fairpark, 
Picketts, HV Jones, and Wally 
Tew reserves. Each sporting 
ground will receive $50,000 
to undertake important 
infrastructure upgrades to 
their facilities.

Upgrades may include improvements to their change 
rooms, lighting, playing surface, shelter or seating. This 
funding is focussed on improving facilities for both 
players and spectators.

Upgrades of sports facilities promised
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NAIDOC Week at Ferntree Gully Library:  Vanessa Murdoch from Ferntree Gully EACH, reading ‘Welcome to Country’ 
to the children. Photograph by Barbara Oehring.

Sponsored by 
Ferntree Gully
Rotary

In this issue we introduce Ferntree Gully 
Rotary as sponsors of the schools pages in  
Ferntree Gully News. We thank them for 
their support and look forward to reports 
on Rotary projects with schools – along 
with  other articles from local schools. 

The Interact Club at Fairhills High School has been 
going for just over a year now and the Rotary Club of 
Ferntree Gully is proud  not only to have sponsored 
them but also to be an integral part of the club.  For 
those who are not aware, an Interact Club is, in a way, 
a Junior Rotary Club, formed in the school system. 

An Interact Club is a group of community minded 
students who get together on projects within the local 
community and also participate in activities to benefit 
international communities. The most recent venture 
of the Fairhills High School Interact Club was their 
attendance at the Rotary sponsored Model United 
Nations Assembly (MUNA).  Two students from 
Fairhills Interact Club were selected to attend.

Meet the Fairhills
High School Interact Club

MUNA is a Rotary program based 
on the United Nations Assembly. 
School teams are sponsored by 
Rotary clubs and the event is held in 
the Legislative Assembly Chamber 
at Victoria’s Parliament House. 
Students are given a country to 
represent and are required to dress 
according to that country’s culture.  
In Fairhill’s case, it was Ireland – 
they chose to dress as Leprechauns* 
which caused much amusement!  

So, on a more serious note, 
since MUNA is based on the UN 
Assembly, they had to argue for or 
against certain resolutions.  This 
year one of the issues was the global 
need to strengthen laws on Violence 
Against Women.

These sessions at Parliament are open to the public and 
this year a number of members from the Rotary Club 
of Ferntree Gully attended to see the students in action. 
What a fantastic experience! To watch these young 
people debating, speaking, following procedures etc. 
was magic.  We came away confident that if our future 
is in the hands of these young people there is certainly 

hope for Australia. Members of the Rotary Club of 
Ferntree Gully certainly plan to  join with students in 
undertaking many more joint activities. 

Ray Hollis, President

* A type of fairy in Irish folklore usually depicted as 
little men in coats and hats who get up to mischief.

CO-EDUCATIONAL | ELC TO VCE

Free dental screenings and Happy 
Teeth Magic Show 
To celebrate Dental Health Week for the kiddies, 
EACH is offering dental screenings to all preschool 
aged children and inviting them to attend a Happy 
Teeth Magic Show which will include complimentary 
afternoon tea. 

Dental screenings are a great way to get children 
familiar with visiting the dentist in a positive and non 
traumatic way.

All children aged from birth to twelve years of age are 
eligible for Free dental treatment at EACH.
When:  Friday 10 August 2018
Where: EACH, –1063 Burwood Highway, Ferntree 
Gully
Time: 2pm
Cost:  Magic Show $10. Dental screenings free 
For more information or to book your place please 
contact Diana on 9757 6209  or email: diana.
roggenbucke@each.com.au
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Our music tuition programs and women's 
choir nurture a love and enjoyment of music

Our music programs
Now taking bookings!

ENQUIRIES AND ENROLMENTS
W: www.maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
E: info@maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
F: maecollardschoolofmusic | T: 0411 718 422
15, Alpine Street, Ferntree Gully

Sponsored by 
Ferntree Gully
Arts Society

August Exhibition

‘Members’ Appropriation’.
A Modern Twist 

and in the foyer featuring
‘Works by Kathleen Loxton’

Saturdays & Sundays, 11am-4pm, 
from Sunday 5 August to Sunday 26 August

Official opening 2pm, Sunday the 12th
All welcome. Free entry

Many classes and workshops on week days 
& evenings Information: facebook, The Hut 
Gallery-Ferntree Gully Arts Society, or the-

hutgallery.wordpress.com/

September Exhibition
‘Street Art on Canvas’ &

‘Skateboard Decks’
Saturdays & Sundays 11am-4pm

from Saturday 8 September to Sunday the 30th
Official opening 2pm Sunday the 9th

Closed Fathers Day
A very popular Annual Exhibition

All welcome. Free entry

Also Item on Shirley Dougan
Note or June/July exhibitions

For information
the_hutgallery.wordpress.com/

Or Facebook,  The Hut Gallery -
Ferntree Gully Arts Society

Come and check out our friendly Art Society
New members welcome

First workshop free
Weekly Workshops and Classes available

 for members and non members

157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

The Ferntree Gully Arts Society
at The Hut Gallery

Boundless energy, tireless commitment and a great 
passion for art! These are the traits that have seen 
Shirley Dougan, Ferntree Gully Arts Society President, 
recognised in this year’s Ferntree Gully/Rowville 
Electorates Victoria Day Awards. The awards recognise, 
celebrate and thank the community volunteers whose 
exemplary service makes such a difference in the local 
community, and Shirley’s involvement in the arts society 
has done just that.

The society nominated Shirley as a worthy recipient 
of the honour because of her ongoing hard work 
and dedication to the organisation and the local 
arts community. As well as the extensive time she 
dedicates to promoting society programs, sourcing 
funds and finding new opportunities to experience 
art, Shirley is particularly admired for her passion 
for introducing young people to the joys of creating. 
She was instrumental in establishing the now very 
popular weekly Kids After School Arts Program and 
the School Holiday Classes at the Hut Gallery, where 
children are encouraged to develop their artistic skills, 
grow their confidence, and share in a different learning 
environment.

Arts Society honours passionate president

At the Victoria Day Awards Ceremony on 29 
June, Shirley, received her citation and medal for her 
services to the Ferntree Gully Arts Society and the arts 
community. Barbara Oehring photographed Shirley 
with Ferntree Gully News team’s  Thea Bodourian and 
Anne Boyd who accepted an award on behalf of  their 
formatter Jens-Kristian Toft Hansen.

  Where There’s A Witch 
  There’s A Way
Spiritual Supplies, Tarot Reading, Crystals, Gifts
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Photographed by Barbara Oehring at the Victoria Day presentation are  (from the right) Shirley Duggan, President 
Ferntree Gully Arts Society. Also  Anne Boyd and Thea Bodourian who accepted an award on behalf of Jens Kristian Toft 
Hansen, designer and formatter of Ferntree Gully News.
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Radio Eastern 98.1 FM – the outer east on air
You can be sure to find a good dose of nostalgia if you 
tune into Radio Eastern 98.1.  The 24 hour station that 
caters to the outer eastern suburbs offers an eclectic mix 
covering jazz, country, blues and pop   spanning the 20s 
through to the 70s. The spectrum of music stays well 
within the bounds of easy listening.  However, it’s the 
station’s strong community ties that are at the heart of 
all its programming. 

Community radio and community newspapers have a 
lot in common and recently Ferntree Gully News asked 
me to find out more about our local radio station.  So 
I stepped into the huddle of studios and presenters at 
the Wyreena Community Centre in Croydon where 
production, broadcasting and training are underway at 
Radio Eastern 98.1. Veteran presenters Lyn Woods and 
Murray Smith met at the epicentre of their operations 
to talk about what makes Radio Eastern the pulse of 
the community. 
In the beginning
The founders of Radio Eastern consisted of a handful 
of professional presenters including at the helm Peter 
McArthur, the former Mayor of Croydon. Their 
persistent efforts over 16 years was finally rewarded in 
1990 with receiving a licence from the Community 
Broadcasting Association of Australia. Thereafter, Radio 
Eastern made its first recording from a rooftop at the 
Croydon Festival. Back then, the presenters would dash 
back to the studio to broadcast their material. Today 
there are 75 volunteers, of whom about 50 are presenters 
while the rest work behind the scenes. 
The presenters
Lyn Woods, who has been with Radio Eastern for 12 
years, is the program coordinator and manager. Her 
foray into community radio stemmed purely from a 
love for radio. ‘You have to have a passion for playing 
music and entertaining listeners as it takes a considerable 
amount of preparation to do a program,’ she says, 
reflecting the sentiments of many of the Radio Eastern 
presenters. While there are a few volunteers armed 
with professional backgrounds in radio broadcasting, 
many, like Lyn and Murray, had to undergo three to six 
months of training. ‘It can be quite daunting at first, 
but you learn to focus and coordinate multiple tasks,’ 
says Murray of the demands of broadcasting. Training is 
carried out twice a year under a mentor in the training 
studio.  Nor has age been in any way a constraint as the 
station is host to an age range of 25 to 85. 

Notably, presenters contribute their personal 
collections of music to produce programs in their 
preferred style of delivery, giving listeners a breadth 
of listening experiences. There’s everything from quiz 
shows and request shows to interviews reflecting the 
diverse styles of presenting.  Some of the programs on 
air today have been running for 25 years or have reached 
the milestone of 1000 shows.  Needless to say volunteers 
are an invaluable asset to Radio Eastern. In addition, 
the station relies heavily on sponsors and the patronage 
of its members for its continuity.   

In tune with the community 
While Radio Eastern broadcasts to the outer eastern 
region covering Whitehorse, Knox, Yarra Ranges, 
Maroondah and some parts of Boroondara, the station 
in recent years has tapped into a much wider audience. 
Its online streaming facility allows anyone anywhere 
in the world to listen to the live broadcast. As a result 
there have been listeners from India and Italy sending 
their feedback and the station’s growing listener base 
currently reaches 250,000. 

 Despite casting a wider net, Radio Eastern remains 
true to its community spirit. ‘We are like family to 
some long-time listeners, especially the elderly. They 
ring in just to say they are listening in,’ says Lyn. In 
keeping with this ethos, sharing information with the 
community is integral to the day-to-day broadcasts. 
Programs during the day feature interviews with 
members of local organisations such as theatre groups 
and local stores. A roundup of announcements from the 
latest club meetings and non-profit events keeps listeners 
informed of the latest occurences.  For both newcomers 
and retirees in the region, these regular updates offer a 
means to integrate with the community and stay abreast 
of the latest news. 

Radio Eastern not only encourages community groups 
and organisations to get involved and promote their 
work, the station’s outdoor broadcast caravan goes out 
to give coverage to festivals and events held throughout 
the year. ‘We love what we do and the listeners love it 
too. That’s why they have become members who offer 
support and keep us going,’ says Lyn of the bond with 
the community.

In search of hidden talent
In May of this year Radio Eastern commenced the New 
Talent Music Competition to offer local musicians a 
rare opportunity.  Sponsored by the Bendigo Bank local 
Community Branches, the competition is run every 
month until February 2019. 

‘David Green, the Bank’s Marketing Manager 
approached us with the idea and we felt it would be 
a great opportunity that could even lead to a career in 
music for local musicians,’ says Murray who hosts the 
program every Saturday night. At the end of each month 
the contestant with the highest number of votes wins 
a $500 cash prize. 

The May submissions have included opera singers, 
pianists, rock and roll bands and even an artist who has 
already had an EP out. ‘It really is for all enthusiasts and 
hopefuls. We also want to encourage  school going age-
groups to submit as this offers a  great opportunity for 
them to display their talent and find out what it’s like to 
be on air,’ adds Murray.  Much like the May competition 
winner Jamie McLennan and his song ‘Lover or Friend’, 
original material is preferred, although cover versions 
of songs are also accepted. 

Register online
Bendigo Bank has set up an online registration form 
for contestants to submit their bio and music in mp3 
format. The program airs six submissions a week, and 
listeners must use the same registration form to cast their 
vote, ensuring only one vote per listener.  Incidentally 
there are no restrictions on age, experience or genre of 
music. Finally, the winner is invited on the show to be 
interviewed and given a further opportunity to perform 
live on air. 

After the next nine months of competition, the 
excitement doesn’t end as each monthly winner advances 
to a final round of voting and the winner receives a cash 
prize of $1500. 

Those who wish to submit or vote can visit https://
radioeasternfm.awardsplatform.com/

Prasidini Nanayakkara

Radio Eastern’s new Music 
Competition

Ferntree Gully News August 2018
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Thundering typhoons: it’s the umami
‘Blistering blue barnacles’ why would you add anchovies 
to a tasty dish?  What does umami mean?  And why 
did Hergé, creator of the famous Tintin comics, name 
one of his characters Captain Haddock? In this month’s 
Food Feature, I’m going to be answering these fishy 
questions. 

I first heard of umami on a recent episode of 
MasterChef.  Umami is a Japanese word which translates 
as ‘good taste’.  It also suggests a deeper meaning: 
savoury, delicious, the ‘something’ you can’t put your 
finger on that makes a dish. 

We all know there are four tastes: sweet, salty, sour 
and bitter.  Receptors on our tongues perceive these 
different tastes.  Now we can add a fifth taste: umami.  
The most specialised receptors on our tongues identify 
glutamate, which creates the basic umami inherent in 
some foods.   

Basic umami is found naturally in foods such as 
anchovies, mushrooms, parmesan cheese, and very ripe 
tomatoes.  These umami flavours can greatly enhance 
the good taste of other ingredients in a particular recipe.

Certain cooking techniques, such as searing, roasting 
and stewing, also unleash the power of umami.  

Anchovies can enhance several dishes, including 
stews.  If you add them at the beginning of the cook, 
the anchovies deliquesce and add umami to the stew.  
Anchovies are also an important component of Caesar 
salads.  

Italian cooks often add an anchovy in the beginning 
when cooking a sauce. Even if you don't like the taste 
of anchovies, you will never know they are there. The 
anchovy completely dissolves but adds a depth of flavour 

you would not have otherwise.  
It is best to buy anchovies packed in olive oil as 

they’re generally better quality than those packed in 
vegetable oil. 

Small amounts of cured meats can also amplify the 
flavour of foods.  If you add a bit of bacon to a pea 
soup, for instance, it creates a rich flavour.  

And now to the final question.  Why is Captain 
Haddock named after a fish?   Apparently, while 
considering names for his new character, Hergé asked 
his wife, Germaine, what she was cooking for dinner.  
She answered ‘a sad English fish – Haddock’.  Hergé 
thought this was a perfect name for Tintin’s new 
mariner friend. 

I wonder if Germaine added umami to her haddock 
dish?  Captain Haddock, my son’s favourite Tintin 
character, is certainly full of umami. 

Here is a Pasta Puttanesca recipe, with umami of 
course.

Ingredients

•	 2 tbsp olive oil
•	 1/2 cup finely chopped onion
•	 3 cloves chopped garlic
•	 3-4 canned chopped anchovies
•	 2 tbsp tomato paste
•	 1/2 teaspoon red pepper flakes
•	 1 can crushed tomatoes
•	 2 teaspoons dried oregano
•	 2 tbsp small capers

•	 3/4 cup (95 g) pitted olives (black or green), 
roughly chopped

•	 500 g spaghetti
•	 Salt
•	 Olive oil for drizzling
•	 1/4 cup chopped fresh parsley

Heat the olive oil in a large pan. Sauté the onions until 
they're soft and translucent (about 4-5 minutes).  While 
the onions are cooking, stir in the chopped anchovies.  
Add the garlic and cook for another minute.

Mix in the tomato paste and cook it for two minutes, 
stirring occasionally.  Add the crushed tomatoes, 
oregano, chili pepper flakes, and olives. Turn the heat 
down to a gentle simmer.

Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil. When you 
add the spaghetti to the boiling water to cook, add the 
capers to the sauce and continue to simmer it gently. 
Cook the pasta according to the package instructions, 
to al dente, cooked but still slightly firm.

Drain the pasta and put it in a large bowl. Drizzle a 
little olive oil over the pasta and mix to combine. Stir 
the parsley into the pasta sauce. 

Add a ladle's worth of sauce to the pasta and mix 
to combine. Serve in shallow bowls with more sauce 
on top.

Bon Appétit.

Gemma Franks
Editor’s note: A good umami sauce is available from 
Marty’s Meats Supplies at 13/101 Station Street, Ferntree 
Gully.

Food Feature
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BREAKFAST - LUNCH - COFFEE
August & September Special: Mates Rates
$10 Take away breakfast including coffee

$15 Express lunch, eat in or takeaway
Mon - Fri: 7AM - 4PM Sat: 8AM - 3PM

Shop 7, 101 Station Street, Ferntree Gully, 0468 935 275

Two Baristas ad-2.indd   1 14/07/2018   9:49:22 PM
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Food source plants for birds are now available at KES
A good food source for native birds is not from the 
supermarket, local pet shop or kitchen scraps!

Providing natural food sources in your garden, is an 
ideal way to attract birds without needing to constantly 
refill feeders or purchase seed. While birds will happily 
eat commercial food and scraps, it is important to 
remember that they have less nutritional value than 
wild bird foods and should only be offered as occasional 
treats rather than a regular food source.

When looking to plant indigenous species to provide 
shelter, nesting and food, consider the three types of 
food source categories our native birds need.

1. Insect eating birds include Magpies, Wrens, 
Sulphur Crested Cockatoos,Willy Wag Tails and 
Honeyeaters.

2. Eastern Spinebills and Honeyeaters are attracted 
to nectar.

3. Eastern Rosellas, Crimson Rosellas, King Parrots 
and Gang Gang Cockatoos are seed and fruit 
eating birds.

Now is the best time to come and buy bird feeding 
plants from our wholesale nursery at low prices. The 
young plants will then have the opportunity to establish 
themselves prior to a hot summer.

For over 30 years the Knox Environmental Society 
which is a not for profit organisation operated by 
volunteers, has educated and supported the community 
to grow indigenous and rare plants, raising awareness of 
our precious environment and the needs of our unique 
flora and fauna.

The nursery is located in the parkland opposite the 
Ferntree Gully Library, entry off Burwood Highway, 
Melways reference 74 A5. Opening times are usually on 
Thursdays, 10am to 4pm with Saturdays and Sundays 
10.00 am to 1.00 pm. Come and check out our plant 
of the month for only $1.00! Email: info@kes.org.au

Zoe Peltekis

Alice’s family went to 
Flame Trees Burger Bar
Gully News team member Alice Collins recenty 
directed family members to Flame Trees in Forest 
Road to try out the new venue. Their ages ranged 
from 25 to 71 and are worth passing on.

Jess: Everything was delicious. I had the chicken 
burger ‘Never Say Her Name’.

Lucas: Nice industrial layout, very innercity vibe, 
great samples of local brews: ‘That Little Brewery’ 
(Edina Road). Nice new look for ever-changing 
Ferntree Gully.

Stephen: Atmosphere was great, staff highly 
attentive, good selection of food.

Bryan: Survived a hot burger jalapenos, ‘Beds are 
Burning’. 

Grant (from Sydney): Great venue, terrific fresh 
food, excellent choice of wine and beer.  Good value 
for money.

Try it for yourselves!

Barbara Oehring photographed the birds in the mural in Mountain Gate Drive.



Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156. 
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156 
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sean and Rachel Attard
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road 
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
www.stthomas.com.au
Tel.9758 0217
Email: sthomasuftg@bigpond.com
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Sunday Services
8.00am  Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Thoms Place Community Meal
10.00am-2.00pm Friday (not in January)
all are welcome for a cuppa and chat
with lunch served at 12 noon
RAFT Anglican Church
(Rowville and Ferntree Gully Together)
131 Taylors Lane, Rowville
www.raftchurch.org.au
Tel: 9764 2573
Email: admin@raftchurch.org.au
Sunday services
8:30am Traditional 
10:30am Family (includes kids & teen churches)
5:00pm Contemporary
Senior Pastor: Hilton Jordan
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

CityWide Community Church
8/1154 Burwood Hwy, Upper Ferntree Gully  
church@citywidecc.com.au
Tel.  0458 381 621 or contact Sarah 0422 992 067
Service time:  Sunday 10:00 am

CityWide Community Church brings a fresh face to the 
foot of the Dandenongs. They are relatively new to the 
area and have found their home in a beautifully light-filled 
factory near Kings Park, in Upper Ferntree Gully.

The church is a friendly, vibrant, family orientated place, 
where new faces are always welcome, whether you are new 
to church or have been before!

The focus of CityWide is to create an environment 
where you can encounter God every day and not just while 
attending on Sunday. They are known for their inspired 
music, encouraging messages and amazing faith.

Pastor Adrian and Donna Olney have been the Senior 
Ministers since February 2015 and together bring many 
years of experience in the areas of counselling, charity 
work, school council member and other aspects of support 
to the needy. Together they have a love and passion for 
people and are always seeking ways to contribute to the 
community.

The Church is continually looking for ways to reach 
out to the local community, bringing hope by providing 
physical, spiritual and emotional support to those in need.

Some community endeavours have included; handing 
out bags of necessities to the homeless, free carwash, 
painting two murals on a graffitied wall, helping at a local 
soup kitchen, music workshop at Knox Festival, Gospel 
Street Music, Mothers’ support group and counselling 
services. Also, free conversational English classes are held 
weekly for immigrants and refugees.

A great strength of the people of this Church is to 
offer prayer support. If you have a personal need for 
encouragement please feel welcome to come along on a 
Sunday at 10am. 

For more information, hear encouraging messages or 
read the weekly Pastors Journal. 
Please visit www.citywidecc.com.au

CityWide Community Church
As we speak (so to speak) the Uniting 
Church of Australia is holding its 
15th Assembly since its coming into 
being in June 1977.  This is being 
held at Box Hill Town Hall. The 
UCA is a uniting of three Christian 

denominations – Methodist Church of Australia, 
Presbyterian Church of Australia and Congregational 
Union.  It is unique to Australia.

Another thing unique to the UCA is its structure.  It 
is not organised by a hierarchy, but by various Councils, 
made up of women and men, lay and ordained, consulting 
together and usually making decisions by consensus.  And, 
here is another feature unique to the UCA.  Consensus is 
arrived at with cards!  

Each member of the committee/Council is given three 
different coloured cards: yellow, blue and orange.  The 
orange is raised when one agrees with the motion, or if 
one feels ‘warm’ towards it.  The blue card means that 
you disagree, or are ‘cold’ towards it, and the yellow card 
means you want to raise a question.

When the motion is put, anyone can hold up their 
yellow card to ask a question or ask for clarification.  When 
the yellow cards are dealt with, all the people are asked 
to vote.  If there is a majority of orange cards but some 
blue ones as well, the people holding the blue are asked 
if they would like to make their views heard.  When this 
is done, the question is put to those not supporting the 
motion if they feel they have been heard, and if they are 
now willing to allow the motion to go to consensus.  This 
process continues until all difficulties have been heard, 
and the meeting eventually comes to a consensus, either 
for or against the motion.  

Very occasionally it is impossible to get to a point 
of consensus, so a formal vote is held with the usual 
voting-type papers being handed out, scrutineers being 
appointed, and the votes counted.

It is an excellent system which gives respect and 
consideration to all the views from the floor, and it is 
one, dare we say, which could very well be adopted in our 
Houses of Parliament!  Can you imagine!

Patricia Rivett
Ferntree Gully Uniting Church

Seeking consensus
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Melbourne’s wintry blues were blown away for me as I 
sat entranced during the magical production, ‘It’s not 
about the Girl’.   This entertaining musical was presented 
by St John the Baptist Parish Community, at the Knox 
Community Arts Centre in July.

The  story is of love, betrayal and forgiveness, based on 
the well-known Bible story of the Return of the Prodigal 
Son (Luke  15: 11-25).   However, Carolyn Sombekke, 
writer/producer of the show, has given the ancient story 
a new twist.  In her version, the story is about a much-
loved daughter who breaks her father’s heart as she heads 
off searching for the bright lights and high life. The story 
unfolds with great music, singing and dancing.   It is full 
of fun and uplifting whilst remaining true to the theme.  

‘It’s not about the Girl’
There’s tenderness, sadness, and rebellion too – it’s all 

there.  The cast, young and older, sang from their hearts. 
Many of the poignant numbers  (a mixture of original 
compositions and mainstream songs) touched me deeply, 
as they did many of the audience. The songs came across 
as simple and uncomplicated, yet careful listening revealed 
them as quite complex and challenging to sing.  

Congratulations to Carolyn, (Yarra Theological 
College alumnus and Faith Development Co-ordinator 
at the parish) on her inspirational brand new modern 
musical. The cast was inspirational too, entertaining 
and so talented. As Carolyn  told the audience at each 
performance ‘A musical, or any written work, is just black 
marks on paper until people bring it to life.’    So true!

Peggy Spencer
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A salvo, an atheist, a muslim, and a catholic were having 
lunch.

(This is not the setup for a punchline.) Unless the 
punchline was ‘and over their meal shared various 
aspects of their beliefs and found they could all find 
points of agreement without compromising their 
differences.’

Apologies if you’ve heard this one before.
I had this experience two weeks ago. It was brilliant. 
Were there topics we avoided? For sure. Maybe, after 

having developed a little trust the first time around, we 
could graciously delve into one of those the next time. 
But this was our first chat. Our first time meeting each 
other at all. And discussions pertaining to matters of 
faith arose very quickly. 

It was kind of awesome. It was invigorating. It was fun. 
We didn’t debate. It wasn’t about ducking or dodging, 

seeing who could out-argue, or win.
Each of us was genuinely curious and fascinated by 

the others’ beliefs.
There was a part of my mind observing this 

conversation from afar, astonished at the absence of 
defensiveness or judgmentalism. 

I wish I could have more conversations like that. At 
home, or at church, or anywhere.

And I just wanted to let you know that it happened. 
This is a true story. We didn’t achieve world peace, we 
weren’t trying to, but there was peace between one salvo, 
one atheist, one muslim, and one catholic. 

And to me that is a true story worth at least a mention.

Cptn Sean Attard
Salvation Army 

Lunch with  difference

Is your little one running you ragged, around the bend 
or up the wall? Then maybe Small Fry’s Playgroup is 
the answer for you! 

Small Fry’s Playgroup meets at RAFT Anglican 
Church Hall on Tuesdays between 10 and11:30 during 
the school term. It is run by a small group of dedicated 
volunteers from the church, for children in-between the 
ages of 0-5 years. Each term has a theme and special 
events such as the children’s birthdays, Mother’s and 
Father’s Day, Easter and Christmas are celebrated. 

We do all of the messy play for you, so that your house 
can stay clean and your sanity intact. Each week an age 
appropriate craft is offered. 

Children learn the skills of sharing, communication 
and independence as they have fun playing with a 
variety of toys and exploring our new outdoor wooden 

Playgroup at RAFT Church

playground. All while you get to develop friendships 
with mums, dads and grandparents in your local 
community.  Our kids also enjoy the routine of story 
time, music spot and the happiness that comes with 
regularly meeting with their friends for playtime. But 
best of all the grown ups get to enjoy a hot coffee and 
morning tea while their children are happily entertained 
for the morning.  

Small Fry’s Playgroup is $20 for the term. If you 
would like to be a part of our long-standing community 
Playgroup either call the church office for more 
information on 9764 2573 or turn up on the day 
bringing yourself and a snack for your child. We look 
forward to welcoming you.
131 Taylor’s Lane, Rowville
www.raftchurch.org.au

Blue Hope Consulting – helping families with the transition to Aged Care

Transition to Aged Care is a confronting period for 
all concerned. 

Most of us are seriously under prepared for the steps 
associated with the requirements for Aged Care.  Blue 
Hope can help you in this critical time - to understand 
the steps involved or to  have things in place for ‘just 
in case’.

In the emotional state of a shock afer a fall, or in 
illness, many clients are not in the calm state to plan 
and make clear decisions.  We encourage people to 
make decisions in advance.

If you would like to know more, call Wendy for a 
free consultation on 0412 994 759.

 

 

The best thing I have ever done
I have been working since my mid-teens and more 
recently I established Blue Hope Consulting following 
the need to put my own mother into Aged Care. 

 Setting up Blue Hope has been the best thing I have 
ever done. The greatest reward is in knowing how much 
you have helped people to:
•	 plan their Aged Care journey for just in case
•	 work through forms and paperwork
•	 drive them to appointments and coach them in 

what questions to ask.
Even though I gave one customer a step by step 

roadmap for  assisting her aunt into Aged Care, she 
said the whole experience had been overwhelming.  
She said  that even though I had told her what would 
happen, it was better doing it with the moral support 
and encouragement from Blue Hope Consultants. 

Wendy King



Professional Dog Grooming

Ph. 9758 3458
20 Alpine street, FTG
Tue - Fri 
Sat          

www.supermutts.com.au

9am till 5pm
9am till 5pm

We love dogs

& we think 

they deserve 

the best
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The third novel of Ferntree Gully resident, Sue 
Williams, was recently published by Text Publishing. 
Live and Let Fry, set in the town of  Rusty Bore, 
continues the madcap adventures of the feisty, forty-
something, fearless Cass Tuplin, who isn’t exactly 
the Sherlock Holmes type. Yet as Rusty Bore’s peer-
appointed private investigator she just can’t seem to 
avoid ending up in hot water. 

For Cass, proprietor of the Rusty Bore Takeaway (and 
definitely not an unlicensed private investigator), it’s 
weird enough that her neighbour Vern has somehow 
acquired a lady friend. But then he asks Cass to look 
into the case of the dead rats someone’s dumped on 
Joanne’s doorstep. 

She’s barely started when Joanne goes missing, leaving 
hints of an unsavoury past. A private investigator from 
Melbourne turns up asking questions about Joanne’s 
involvement in a fatal house fire and before you can say 
‘unauthorised investigation’ Cass is back on the case.

Live and Let Fry
‘Books are the legacies that a great genius leaves to 
mankind, which are delivered down from generation 
to generation as presents to the posterity of those who 
are not yet born.’(Joseph Addison)

From a very early age an insatiable love of reading 
has dominated my life.   I remember how my mother 
delighted in telling people that I was born, not with a 
silver spoon my mouth, but with a book in my hand.   
As a young child, fighting sleep, it was the gentle voice 
of my mother reading to me from one of my favourite 
storybooks or the sound of my father’s Irish brogue 
making up wonderful stories, which lulled me to sleep.

I was and still am a voracious reader. As soon as I was 
old enough, I joined the Kensington Library in London.  
This was a beautiful old building which soon became 
my second home.  Once in there, I was transported 
into another world.   Just to inhale the smell of leather, 
absorb the silence, and feast my eyes upon thousands 
of books was sheer heaven.

However, being allowed to borrow only three books 
at a time, I consequently opted for the longest novels I 
could find, staggering home under their sheer weight.  
Two or three days later I would be back again for more!

Reading was a wonderful experience.  No other 
pastime could be so inexpensive and the pleasure so 

My lifetime love affair
exquisite.  But I could never be satisfied.  As a teenager, 
studying and homework were bad news for me.  When 
I had to forego reading for pleasure, withdrawal pains 
crippled me.   

A milestone in those teenage years came when I 
turned fifteen and so was classed as an adult reader.   
How my young virginal heart throbbed passionately 
with every great love-story I read!   Little Women, the 
Austen books, Anne of Green Gables, Gone with the 
Wind and many others. Always an avid but choosy 
reader, I  read only novels that transported me into an 
entirely different world from the one in which I lived. 

As an adult my love for books has not diminished. 
My tastes, however, have changed considerably.   I still 
read novels but now I read non-fiction as well. I have 
many favourite authors to whom I constantly return. A 
really good book becomes my friend. It has the knack 
of speaking to me when I need to hear it speak.  It 
comforts me when I need to be comforted and I believe 
that certain books come into our lives in the same way 
that certain people do.   

I agree with John Kieran, ‘I am a part of all I have 
read.’       

Peggy Spencer

24 Books and Music

Ducking a barrage of paper planes during a catchy 
choral rendition of ‘Those magnificent men in their 
flying machines’.

Whistling along with images of Steve McQueen on 
that motorbike coming to mind  as the band played 
the ‘Great Escape’ theme tune.

These were two of the highlights of the concert 
performed for ‘Crossroads’, a monthly social group 
for disabled adults which meets at the Tecoma Uniting 
Church.

‘Sing Australia’ led by Carole McKenzie and the 
‘New Horizons Band’ conducted by Brian Hogg 
presented an inclusive and enjoyable programme to 
an appreciative audience. Both groups are facilitated 
by the Dandenong Ranges Music Council assisted by 
Yarra Ranges Council.  For over 30 years the Council 
has promoted community music ‘for everyone, beginner 
to professional’ to experience the opportunity to ‘sing, 
play, perform, jam, create and listen’. (drmc.org.au).

Sing Australia, (part of an  Australia-wide network 
welcoming anyone who would like to sing for 
enjoyment) meets at the Uniting Church on Tuesday 
evenings. They perform at many venues and for a variety 
of different audiences from wedding parties to Happy 
Hours and Morning Teas. (singaustralia.com.au).

The New Horizons band performs as one of the 

Duck and Whistle! 
 The Sound of Music in the Dandenongs

Dandenong Ranges Council’s ensembles. They present 
concerts at various venues including schools, the 
Burrinja Cultural Centre, churches and retirement 
villages. The musicians are keen amateurs. Some  have 
taken up an instrument again after years of not playing. 
Others have taken up a new instrument. All enjoy 
the opportunity to hone their skills under the expert 
guidance of Brian, who has a wealth of experience in 
teaching and writing music. (Google Brian Hogg).

A rousing rendition of ‘The Gallop’ from the William 
Tell Overture spurred the audience on to supper and 
hopefully a repeat performance from both musical 
groups will be on the horizon.

Beverley Mills
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Proudly Serving the 
Ferntree Gully Community

Call us, 24 hours a day 9758 2333  |  1096 Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully

lepinefunerals.com.au

At Le Pine Funerals, we have been working with families in the community for 
over 120 years to deliver unique and respectful funerals.
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The Meeting – a railway story
Michael and I have been friends now for over twenty 
years. We don’t see each other much anymore. Michael 
now lives in Alice Springs and drives the Ghan. But 
whenever we meet we seem to tell the same stories 
over and over again, each time improving on last year’s 
version.

Our relationship is an odd one, starting on the 
railways, not as colleagues, but as protagonists. You see, 
Michael at the time was Secretary of the AFULE, the 
powerful Driver’s Union, and I was a Project Manager. 
My job was to introduce a raft of work practice changes, 
specifically in the train running and largely affecting 
the lives and conditions of both train drivers and train 
controllers. Michael’s role was to protect the wages 
and conditions and wellbeing of his fellow drivers. We 
were destined to come to grief at some point, and grief 
happened on a regular basis.

Despite the tough times we worked hard together, 
often with very differing perspectives, and over a 
number of years we gained a mutual respect and trust 
in each other, much to the chagrin of some of our 
colleagues. One particularly difficult project entailed the 
introduction of a new signalling system. It was to be a 
major change and there were many issues to confront.  
Negotiations had dragged on way too long. Michael 
and I sat together hour after hour, bit by bit resolving 
matters and easing the concerns of both Union and 

Management.  We got to the point where there were 
only three minor matters to resolve, and whereas it 
appeared we could garner the approval of most players, 
neither of our respective 2ICs would agree. They simply 
would not come to the party.

My Project Operations Manager, O’Meara was a 
very knowledgeable fellow – an ex train controller 
and very hard bargainer. Michael’s Project Union Rep, 
Henderson, was a senior train driver – and old school 
hard-line unionist with very firm opinions. They were 
both good men. The two rarely saw eye to eye. They 
had history. In this case, however, we determined it was 
going to be different. We called a meeting to finalise our 
agreement. It was to be a memorable one.

The meeting was scheduled for 2:00pm on a Monday 
- that gave each of us a chance to have a quiet chat with 
our reps over the weekend. They were told that there 
was too much at stake. On this occasion they would 
agree. They would come to the meeting. They would say 
nothing and agree. Neither of them was happy.

The minutes record that I opened the meeting, 
welcomed all of the representatives from both Union 
and Management, then presented my case. Head 
nodding was observed from the management side. Then 
it was Michael’s turn to table the Union’s position. More 
head nodding from the other end of the table. The 
proposals were identical. It was time for a vote.

Around the table we went and one by one we got 

our answer. ‘Yes’. ‘OK’. ‘Fine with me’. Then it was 
Henderson’s turn. Without looking up, and in an 
unusually controlled voice he said, ‘Yes’. Michael’s eyes 
met mine momentarily. There was just the slightest 
sparkle. Now it was Management’s turn. ‘Yes’. ‘I agree’. 
‘Yes’. So the final vote came down to O’Meara. He was 
still not convinced, and everyone in the room knew he 
hated agreeing with Henderson. He sat there red-faced, 
like a man ready to explode, hesitated for a second or 
two, then said, ‘Yes’. 

There was an audible sigh around the table, but 
O’Meara hadn’t finished. He leaned across the table 
towards Henderson and hissed, ‘But with no thanks to 
you, boofhead’. There was pandemonium. Tables were 
shoved, papers flew, a briefcase over-stuffed with papers 
was slammed against a chair, as Henderson stormed 
out of the room, slamming the door and cursing all 
the way to the lifts. ‘Never again. Not ever’. O’Meara 
sat in the corner smirking. ‘I couldn’t control myself, 
Boss. Good result though’. The minutes recorded that 
there was unanimous agreement to adopt Clauses 4, 7(b) 
and 19, thereby sealing the deal. Meeting adjourned at 
3:47pm. Abruptly.

Peter Stagg

25Winter Stories
Winter Warmers Appeal
As the cold weather settles in, Le Pine Funerals has 
joined forces with Anglicare Victoria to offer their 
support in helping those less fortunate endure the bitter 
winter months. 

Through their Winter Warmers Appeal, the team at 
Le Pine Funerals - Ferntree Gully set out to ‘Warm a 
Heart’ by opening their location as a drop off point 
for donations. They extended their request for items 
of warmth and comfort to the community of Ferntree 
Gully and surrounding areas.  

Over the three month drive, the community, touched 
by the initiative, consistently donated items including 
scarves, jackets, blankets, gloves and canned food. 
Feeling the harsh conditions themselves, the team at Le 

Pine Ferntree Gully have been overwhelmed with pride 
witnessing the generosity of the community of which 
they are a part.  Inearly July all donations were handed 
to Anglicare, who will distribute the items directly to 
those in need. 

Le Pine Funerals – Ferntree Gully would again like 
to express their deep gratitude to everyone who so 
generously participated. 



‘You must either modify 
your dreams or magnify 
your skills’ Jim Rohn
Motivational speaker 
and one of the most 
influential thinkers of 

our time, Jim Rohn, hit 
the nail on the head with this quote.  In 
a world that is constantly evolving, one 
must continue to evolve and expand our 
knowledge bank and skills set. I hope to 
see you all at the MasterChef Celebrity 
Cook Off, where we will no doubt learn 
fun new ways to expand on our culinary 
skills.

Diana Roggenbucke
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26 What's On

Budgeting workshops 
Learn to manage your financial future with this free 
workshop. Topics include:

Planning and budgeting,  gett ing star ted, 
understanding paperwork, credit providers,

dealing with debt, rights & responsibilities, planning 
for the future.
Where: Temple Society Australia, Community Hall, 
51 Elizabeth Street, Bayswater
When:  Saturday 4 August 2018
Time: 9:30am - 4:00pm

To book or for more information contact: Martina 
Eaton on 0433 335 815 or email: careworker@
templesociety.org.au

City Life Community Care - 
Community Hub
At City Life Community Hub, lunch is on us every 
Tuesday and Friday. Come and enjoy great food and 
make some new friends.  Meal is served 12:30 – 1:30pm 
and conversation continues till 3pm. Please register your 
interest at: reception@citylife.care
Tel: 9871 8900
Where: City Life Community Care, 1248 High Street 
Rd, Wantirna South

Older Men New Ideas (OMNI) – 
men’s discussion group 
OMNI is a men’s discussion group that provides an 
opportunity for men over the age of 50 to interact 
with other local men. Discussions are wide ranging 
and conducted in a friendly, respectful and confidential 
environment. A light morning tea is provided. 

The group meets on the second and fourth Friday of 
each month.
When: Friday 10 August 2018
Where: Orana Neighbourhood House, 62 Coleman 
Road, Wantirna South

Time: 9:30am – 11:30am 
For more information contact: John Doutch 0431 
844 833

Scrabble – Bayswater Library 
Bayswater Library hosts a fun scrabble afternoon on 
the 2nd Monday of each month. Come along and play 
scrabble. If you have a scrabble board bring it along.
Where: Bayswater Library, Mountain Highway 
shopping centre, 7/13 High Street, Bayswater
When: 2nd  Monday of each month – next session 
Tuesday 14 August
Time: 1:30pm - 3:30pm 
Tel: 9800 6498

Book chat – Ferntree Gully Library  
Do you enjoy talking to others about favourite books 
or DVDs? Come along to Ferntree Gully Library, on 
the 3rd Thursday of the month for a relaxing afternoon, 
chatting over a cuppa about books that you have 
enjoyed. 
Where: Ferntree Gully Library,  1010 Burwood 
Highway, Ferntree Gully
When: Thursday 16 August 2018
Time: 2:30pm - 4:00pm 
Tel: 9800 6455

Bright Ideas Network Meeting
The Knox Bright Ideas Network brings together older 
Knox residents and community groups which support 
older people, to share current and future challenges for 
Knox seniors. The meetings are held bi-monthly. Their 
aim is to give participants the opportunity to develop 
ideas and opportunities which actively support seniors 
to contribute and participate in the Knox Community. 
Where:  Venue to be confirmed
When: Thursday 30 August 2018
Time: 2:00pm to 3:30pm 
Cost: Free
Bookings essential: please book by calling Linda 
Keenahan on 9298 8828 or email linda.keenahan@
knox.vic.gov.au  RSVP by Wednesday 22 August

My Life Workshop 
Our lives are a series of stories from which we create 
meaning and purpose. Stories are at the heart of human 
existence. This workshop will provide an opportunity 
to use your hearts and minds to consider the story of 
your life and begin the experience of writing in ways 
that are meaningful and appropriate for you to tell your 
life story. Includes free morning tea. 

Please RSVP by Thursday 30 August 2018. This 
session will be presented by Southern Metropolitan 
Cemeteries Trust
Where: Knox Civic Centre (Room 1), 511 Burwood 
Highway, Wantirna South
When: Monday 3 September 2018
Time: 10:00am - 11:30am
Tel: 9298 8828
Email: linda.keenahan@knox.vic.gov.au

Conflict Management 
Facilitator - Non Profit Training 
Having a diverse group of people from different 
backgrounds, experiences and varying opinions in your 
organisation can be integral for success, creativity and 
progress. Sometimes these variances can also create 
conflict and challenges for the group if not managed 
effectively or if people are not respectful of the value 
of differences. 

Topics for this session include: 
•	 Why conflict occurs 
•	 Different types of conflict 
•	 Using conflict in a positive way 
•	 Understanding how personal styles impact on 

conflict management 
•	 Tips to prevent and reduce conflict 
•	 Diffuse the emotion and focus on the issue rather 

than the people involved 
•	 Implement a dispute resolution policy and 

grievance procedure for their organization 
Cost: Free - bookings essential (see link below) 
Facilitator: Non-profit training
RSVP by Friday 7 September 2018.
Where: Knox Civic Centre, 511 Burwood Highway, 
Wantirna South
When: Wednesday 12 September 2018
Time: 7:00pm - 9:30pm 
Tel: 9298 8000  Community Strengthening Team
Web:  https://www.stickytickets.com.au/61356/

Swoon to Sing Australia
Come along and be entertained by the Sing Australia 
Chorus covering hit songs and evergreens then partake 
in an afternoon tea, followed by some more singing. 
Where: Bayswater Senior Citizens Centre,  790 
Mountain Hwy, Bayswater
When: Monday 17 September
Time: 1.30 pm - 3.30 pm (doors open at 1.00 pm) 
Cost: $6 entry. Raffle tickets are $1 each
Bookings essential - please book by calling Dot Walliker 
on 0422 107 124 or 9720 7232 RSVP by Friday 7 
September

Country Music Show
The Upwey Country Music Club is presenting a Walk 
Up - Open Mic concert, on Sunday 5 August, at the 
Guides Hall in Underwood Road, Ferntree Gully, from 
12.30 to 5 pm. Artists perform songs in the Country, 
Bluegrass and Folk genres. The hall can accomodate an 
audience of up to 100. All welcome.

New singers, musicians, and bands are always 
welcome. A band or musician is available to back 
singers, if required. Just bring your music along.

There is a small entrance charge of $7 ($5 for 
members) to help cover costs. The club runs regular 
concerts on the first Sunday of each month at the 
Guides Hall.

 Enquiries to Graham 03 5964 8298



Playtime
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Your community contacts
Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com

FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316,
playing at  Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides  Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information 
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087  
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Anne McPherson 9801 2771, fourth 
Mondays, Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association  9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677
Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup Kathryn 0430 163 702.
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457460313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed  
gullymenshed34@gmail.com
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm
Knox District Woodworkers Club Harry Deschepper 
9758 4849
Knox Environment Society Irene Kelly 9763 8069
Knox Exercise & Social Group. 
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays  1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary:  Ph 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library  10am-12pm Fridays and Saturdays 
0424 265 790
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027,
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garrey 0400 823 441, 
1st and 3rd Wednesday.
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-11.30am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday, 
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG  John Flemming 9758 6532,
Thursdays 6.45pm 
U3A 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time

What's On 27
The MS Community Visitors 
Scheme
The Multiple Sclerosis Community Visitors Scheme 
(MS CVS) provides volunteer visitors to residents in 
aged care homes who are socially isolated and whose 
quality of life would be improved by friendship and 
companionship.

‘We require volunteers who would enjoy spending 
quality time with an older community member 
developing a genuine friendship and making a real 
difference in their quality of life,’ says Esis Tawfik, Senior 
Manager, MS Connect.

‘Volunteers visit their older friends at a mutually 
convenient time. We require volunteers who are able to 
visit the recipients fortnightly for at least a 12-month 
commitment. This is a great volunteering role for busy 
people who want to make a difference and for those 
that may want to take young children or even pets with 
them’ added Ms Tawfik.

We have several recipients who would benefit from 
a volunteer visitor. To share stories with a likeminded 
friend. We would welcome enquiries from people of all 
ages and gender, however, male volunteers are always in 
short supply said Ms Tawfik.

MS has been an auspice of the Community Visitors 
Scheme since inception in 1991.

The recipients do not need to be people living with 
MS – this service is available to any resident in an aged 
care facility that needs more companionship.
For further information, contact: 
Esis Tawfik, Senior Manager, MS Connect.
Tel: 03 9845 2729  M: 0457 719 486. 
The Nerve Centre 54 Railway Road, Blackburn VIC 
3130
email: volunteer@ms.org.au    Web: www.ms.org.au



Private sale:  $660,000 - $680,000
Address: 1A Shannon Ave, Ferntree Gully

www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au
Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858

Picturesque Location
This attractive 3 bedroom BV home with polished 
timber floors is situated on a 520sqm parcel of land 
close to the Tim Neville Arboretum with views of the 
Dandenong Ranges, yet walking distance to station 
and shops enhancing its position.

Our owner has spent an extensive amount of 
money on her home bringing it to her high standard. 
Features include double glazing, security doors.  
North facing living area, modern kitchen, ensuite 
effect bathroom and 2 toilets.  The lock up garage 
plus carport with additional height for a caravan or 
boat, enhances the  well-established garden. Close 
proximity to schools and public transport. Be early 
to avoid disappointment.

Inspect: Sat 2.00 – 2.30
Agent:
Ray Abley 0418 319 452
Michael Jang 0417 288 899
John Katselas 0411 110 997

Agents: Ray Abley 0418 319 452
Michael Jang 0417 288 899
John Katselas 0411 110 997  

Own Street Frontage
New single storey home on a boutique block with its own street frontage 
is often sort but rarely found! Homes like this are especially appealing to 
the empty nesters, buyers wanting low maintenance homes and investors.  
Situated in a handy location with easy access to various regional and major 
shopping precincts including Knox Westfield. Most services are close 
including public transport, schools and hospitals making this property an 
ideal place to call home.
 This low maintenance home features open plan living. Comprising a large 
and spacious kitchen with breakfast bar overlooking the meals, family and 
living area. The modern floor plan features the master with full ensuite and 
walk in robe, 2 generous bedrooms with built in robes, large family bathroom 
with toilet, tiles to wet areas, carpets to bedrooms, ducted heating, double 
garage with remote garage door, plenty of off street parking and so much 
more! Note: this property is wheelchair friendly.

Address: 2B Browning Rd, Boronia
Price:  $700,000


