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Hands on painting for Sorry Day
Elyssa and Emily at St John the Baptist 
Primary School, Ferntree Gully, explore  
indigenous art techniques  in preparation 
for Sorry Day ceremonies at Knox Civic 
Centre (see page 15).  

This year Sorry Day fell on a Saturday, 
encouraging crowds to join in the flag-
raising gesture of apology to the ‘Stolen 

Generations’ of  indigenous Australians 
who were forcibly removed from their 
families.

The gathering was welcomed by 
Wurundjeri Elder Uncle Vincent Peters 
and the Mullum Mullum choir. Pupils 
from St John’s school also took part in 
the ceremony.

Photograph by Barbara Oehring
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Find Ferntree Gully online
The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing. 
The newspaper website is ferntreegullynews.com 
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District Learning Centre is mdlc.
com.au For news and events: ferntreegully.vic.au 
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If you would like to deliver Ferntree Gully News, 
please contact John McMillan 9756 4331 for zone 
maps and briefing. The paper comes out six times a 
year and it’s good exercise!

From the editor
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Ferntree Gully News
A volunteer produced, bi-monthly, community newspaper 
published by the Mountain District Learning Centre in 
collaboration with the Ferntree Gully Village Traders Inc. The 
paper aims to build and strengthen community in Ferntree 
Gully by reporting on the stories and activities of  people and  
groups in the Gully. 

2018 For your diary
June
9-24 The Hut Gallery – Young @ Art Exhibition Page 16
11-17 Men’s Health Week
15 World Elder Abuse Awareness Day Page 26
23 Belgrave Lantern Parade
23 UFTG Football Club Gala Dinner Page 10

July
8-15 Naidoc Week
27-29 Community National Tree Day

Hands on and handing on
Welcome to the winter edition of Ferntree Gully 
News

Barbara Oehring’s cover photo prompts reflection 
on hands. 

‘Hands on’ says ‘engagement’,  being in ‘the  thick 
of things’. There’s a priciple of politics that goes: if 
anything is happening that concerns you – be there, 
in the flesh; don’t be absent.   

This edition of your newspaper is full of such 
presences: at ANZAC services, at the Sorry Day flag 
raising; at Kangaree, at the sports and social clubs. 
These are where we put our hands up to be part of 
the community.

But there is also ‘handing on’. Aboriginal artist 
Cassie Leatham is handing on, sharing, her skills 
with the school children (page 15). At the Upper 
Ferntree Gully Football Club, four generations of 
the Callahan family, over 70 years have been handing 
on their love of  the game (page 10).  

Perhaps best of all is the story of the hands-up 
joy of the Bocce Special Olympics team (page 11). 
Congratulations to them and to their coach  Michael 
Migliaccio  who over the years has supported many 
community activities in our area.  

Thanks to everyone who sent in the news, and 
to the Gully News production team, the walkers, 
advertisers and friends.

Nick Krawczy, the youngest volunteer walker for 
Ferntree Gully News, won the door prize at the annual 
reception for volunteers of the paper held recently in 
Ferntree Gully Library.

State MP for Ferntree Gully, Nick Wakeling, 
who donated the chocolate hamper prize, thanked 
the volunteers on behalf of the community and 
commended the continuing growth and popularity 
of the paper. 

About 35 walkers and production team enjoyed 
refreshments and the music of local singer-teacher Mae 
Collard with her accompanist David.  Our thanks to 
them and to the library for their hospitality. 
Photograph by Barbara Oehring

Volunteer position
Ferntree Gully News is looking for an assistant  to work 
with the editor in preparing material for the formatter. 
Needs writing, editing and computer skills.  Work from 
home in the ten days before press date. The paper is 
produced six times a year. This is a volunteer unpaid 
position. Contact the editor, Anne Boyd, 9758 8278

Purchase prints of Barbara 
Oehring’s photographs
Price per print:

A5  $25
A4  $50

Barbara comments:
’My photographs have been exhibited nationally 
and internationally and I have received several 
awards for my photography. I do my own printing 
up to size A3+ on high quality professional inkjet 
photo paper (310 gsm). Each print comes with 
free archival backing board and clear bag.’

You are welcome to pick up ordered prints from
Ferntree Gully Newsagency, 2/69 Station Street
Ferntree Gully. Alternatively I can mail out 
prints. Postage fees apply.

Mob.: 0424 580 814

A3  $125
A3+ $150
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Welcome to the Coaching Zone
Coaching Zone is a new-concept  fitness program that 
combines training and coaching. Recently opened at 
98 Station Street, they use the latest technology and 
techniques in a 45-minute workout, followed by 15 
minutes of coaching to review progress and educate 
members on a range of lifestyle factors that can 
accelerate their results.

The online nutrition support, social events and 
community atmosphere will make the journey to a ‘new 
you’ fun and rewarding.

Coaching Zone group personal training sessions 
cater to all fitness levels including those who are new 
or coming back to exercise. 

A Coaching Zone membership gives you unlimited 
access to group personal training sessions led by a 
qualified fitness coach, for $49.95 per week with no 
lock-in contracts.

Manager Shane Grant says, ‘Many of our members 
get the start they need with Coaching Zone, then stay 
for the support, motivation, friendship and results. It’s 
the ultimate training program with flexibility and no 
commitment!’

On rainy days especially. As commuters, to keep dry, 
move from crowding under one bit of cover to new 
shelters along the city-bound  platform. The Liberal 
Party has pledged to spend $300,000 installing shelters. 

State MP for Ferntree Gully, Nick Wakeling (pictured 
here with community members) points out that, over 
the past decade, station improvements have come in 
response to community calls, including from Ferntree 
Gully News.  

‘Our commitment builds on recent upgrades such 
as the expansion of the station carpark, the presence 
of Protective Service Officers plus the creation of the 
premium station facility, for all of which the Ferntree 
Gully community has advocated. 

‘The installation of additional shelters will improve 
the safety and comfort of local commuters.  The state 
election will be held on 24 November’, he said. 

There’ll be movement at the station
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Village News
Comings & goings

CLAIM YOUR 

7 DAY FREE TRIAL  GROUP
 PERSONAL
TRAINING
SPECIALISTS

NOW OPEN IN FERNTREE GULLY
94-98 Station Street, Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
Visit coachingzone.com.au

Shop 3/107 Station Street
Ferntree Gully

Your local IGA community store

Great  
Weekly  
Specials

Home  
Delivery

Seniors
Discount

087 Ferntreegully IGA A5 Postcard.indd   1 10/09/14   3:47 PM

PC, Mac, Laptop + Printer
Repairs, Sales + Upgrades

• Data Backup + Recovery 
• Virus + Spyware Removal 
• Software Install
• Ink Cartridges and Refills

109 Station St, Ferntree Gully

1300 489 434

• Troubleshooting
• Computer Setup
• Printer Setup
• Email + Internet Setup

Ferntree Gully
Post Office

Deposits/Withdrawals from most Banks
Bill Payments for Rates/Water/Telstra/ATO

& many others

Passport Photos & Passport Interviews
Identity Checks for: Banks/WWC/Police/

Land Titles

Greeting Cards for all Occasions
Books & Toys for Children

Office Stationery/House Goods & 
Confectionery

Smart Phones: Pre-paid Vouchers and  
Accessories

Copy, Fax, Scan, Email & Print Services 
Available

67 Station Street, Ferntree Gully
Open M-F 9-5. Sat. 9-12pm  Ph 03 9758 7822

FTG Post Office

Work on the cemetery gateway  is nearing completion with 
its distinctive arch.  See  pages 24-5 for Teresa Cannon’s 
interview with the sexton, Dave Munn.
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ANZAC Day this year is the 103rd anniversary of the 
landing at Gallipoli by members of the Australian and 
New Zealand Army Corps. Two services were held in 
the Gully.

In 2013 a group of about 50 Gully locals gathered 
in the newly opened Quarry Park at 6am to celebrate 
a Dawn Service in memory of all those who gave their 
lives in the service of their country. Throughout the 
centenary years of the First World War, 2014–18, the 
service has been repeated with more people attending 
each year. This year around 500 people walked in silent 
darkness to the park from different points in and around 
the Village. Once again, as the dawn broke over the 
mountain, the trumpet echoed up the valley in the 
still air. Wreaths were laid, the Ode proclaimed, the 
anthem sung and the crowd dispersed quietly – many 
to breakfast together in halls and village cafes. 

Knox Councillors Jake Keogh and Darren Pearce 
attended. Guides, Scouts and sports clubs walked and 
watched together. Thanks are due to members of FTG 
Village Traders, Mountain District Learning Centre and 
others whose effective behind-the-scenes work each year 
ensures that this moving ceremony continues.

Morning Service at the 
Knox Memorial 
This was the third year that members of the Peace and 
Loyalty Masonic Lodge and associates have conducted 
an ANZAC service at the Knox War Memorial on 
this sacred day. The MC for the day W/master of the 
Lodge, W/bro. John Millar, and members of the Lodge 
conducted the service and were assisted by Bugler, VW/
bro Ian Goddard DGD, audio arrangement by Don 
Hall, GL Organist. Guest speaker, Nick Wakeling MP 
(Shadow Minister for the Environment) 

Also present were the Mayor of Knox, Cr John 
Mortimore and Deputy Mayor, Cr Jake Keogh along 
with Cr Peter Lockwood; several scouting groups 
and local school students; members from Knox U3A, 
with President Steven Damm and Brian Harris; and 
members of Boronia K–12 College. All these groups 
laid wreaths at the memorial.

Over 240 people attended the ceremony and laid 
many wreaths and poppies. 

Russell Hicken
Secretary, Peace & Loyalty Lodge no. 261

ANZAC Dawn Service in 
the Quarry Park 

Gary Fevreau’s photograph captures the stillness of the crowd in the dramatic setting of the Quarry Park.
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This year the Ferntree Gully Village Fair will be held 
on Saturday 24 November. Supported by funding 
from Knox Council and Ferntree Community Bank, 
local community groups and the Village Traders are 
collaborating to make this another fun-filled and family 
friendly day. Activities will focus around The Avenue 
with a CFA Open Day, an exhibition at the Uniting 
Church, market stalls, music and dancing.

All community groups are invited to take part, to 
suggest further activities or showcase what they do. 
Volunteer helpers will be needed especially in the run 
up to the event. 

Come along to the Traders meeting at 5.30pm, in the 
Studio behind 8 The Avenue, on Wednesday 13 June 
for the first  planning meeting.

For more information contact the team at gullynews@
gmail. com or call in to 8 The Avenue on Tuesdays, 

Congratulations to the Upper Ferntree Gully Football/
Netball Club on their 70th anniversary. The club is one 
of the oldest in the area and is celebrating later this 
month with a Gala Dinner (see page 10).  

Last year the Club Juniors received a grant from the 
Bank to purchase jumpers and supplies so that so that 
every child could have an equal opportunity within the 
sporting community.  

Recently they invited Ferntree Gully News 
photographer Gary Fevreau to their Saturday morning 
Auskick at Dobson Reserve.The highlight of the 
occasion was the visit from Hawthorn AFL greats. The 
children’s enthusism was obvious. 

Sporting opportunities like this play a big part in 
developing team sjkills  as well as a positive life course. 

Other groups in receipt of funding in 2017 were 
TOWN and Foothills Community Care

Upper Ferntree Gully Football Club turns 70

Village Fair 2018

Foothills Community Care provides 
9000 meals

Community groups thank Bank for 
funding

Stories on this page report the activities and 
appreciation of community groups who  received 
funding support from the Ferntree Gully Community 
Bendigo Bank.  The presentation of  grants for 2018 
will be held later in June and reported in the next issue 
of Gully News.

Community Bank

Foothills Community Care are fortunate to receive 
annual community grants from the Ferntree Gully 
Community Bendigo Bank and the Knox Community 
Bank Group. Over the past 12 months we have been 
able to use our grant to help with the cost of our weekly 
meals held on Monday nights at Upwey Baptist and 
Wednesday nights in Ferntree Gully, as well as for our 
annual Ferntree Gully Christmas Day Lunch.

Through these and our other services we were able 
to provide over 9,000 free meals to locals who are in 
need of an extra hand. We are incredibly grateful to the 
Bendigo Bank for their support. 

Fern Tree Gully Community 
Bank® Branch
www.kcbg.com.au

Supporting 
your community



Kangaree – dare to dream
In March, 46 Joey Scouts from the City of Knox 
joined 1039 other Joey Scouts from around the State 
of Victoria for an adventure of a lifetime. They were 
supported by 611 older youth members, adults and 
leaders. They all boarded coaches and headed off to 
Kangaree, which was held at Lardner Park, Lardner. 
Kangaree is like a Cuboree or Jamboree, but for Joey 
Scouts (5 to 7 years old) and is just so much fun.

The catering team were up to the challenge and put in 
a stellar performance. They flipped 2,214 hamburgers, 
used 78kg of ham to make sandwiches, distributed 
4,698 slices of cheese, poured 162 litres of cordial and 
served 1,736 iced donuts! The Joey Scouts (and leaders 
of course) ate their way through 282 boxes of cereal and 
404 litres of milk. That is a lot of food and just a small 
slice of some of what we ate at Kangaree. I think the Joey 
Scouts really enjoyed personalising their dinner with a 
‘build your own hamburger’ challenge. I know I did.

Among the many activities on offer Joey Scouts tried 
a variety of Cub activities: they wove their way through 
a jungle maze, listened to a jungle yarn and met lots of 
Jungle Book characters.

The band called ‘The Kazoos’ was a real hit on the 
Saturday night and then all were ready for the bedtime 
story ‘Why the kangaroo got its tail’ and I would say 
many were asleep as soon as their heads hit the pillow.

Saturday’s weather was hot and Sunday brought a 
change with high winds and even rain.  We all managed. 
Terrific fun was had by all Joey Scouts and leaders. 

Billy Cart showdown
Cub Scouts gathered at Heany Park Scout Camp on 
Saturday 21 April for the Billy Cart showdown! We had 
some very determined Cubs eyeing off the trophies that 
were up for grabs. The Cubs were in teams of three and 
created their own team names. One Cub would steer 
the billy cart whilst the other two Cubs pushed; they 
rotated roles throughout the day. Some of the winning 
team names were: The Jets, Transformers, Billy Cart 
Superstars, Rowville Boys and 2 Fast 2 Furious.

The Cubs participated in the Slalom (Cubs weave 
their billy cart in and out of witch’s hats), King of the 
Mountain (teams aim to drive up the hill as fast as they 
possibly can), Blind Driver (the driver wears a blindfold 
and the two Cubs pushing must guide them through 
the course), Obstacle Course (teams manoeuvre around 
obstacles), Pit Stop (change drivers after parking at 
different locations) and Wet Driving (drivers are given 
a container of water and need to get as much water to 
the end as quickly as possible). My favourite was the 
Wet Driving race. Most held the cup between their 
legs and tried to avoid the water pistols! One Cub held 
as much water in his mouth so the volume in the cup 
was reduced – less could splash out! His team did really 
well in this race.

Trophies were awarded on the day for all events, 
including best sportsmanship and team work. The 
weather was perfect! The Cubs all had a fantastic 
day and went home asking when the next Billy Cart 
Derby will be! The overall winning team for the day 
was The Jets, which was made up of three female Cubs 
from three Cub Packs – Boronia, Heany Park and 1st 
Rowville. Go girls!

If you are interested in trying Scouting go to: http://
www.vicscouts.com.au/join-us.html 

You can try three nights for free! So come along and 
join in the fun. Scouting is for youth, from age 5 to 26 
years, and after 26 lots of fun is to be had by becoming 
a leader!

Nicole Klep
 District Leader Cub Scouts

Ferntree Gully News June 2018

6 Joeys and Cub Scouts on the Move
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Probus on Puffing Billy: blue skies and cream teas

The last month was ‘Puffing Billy’ month at the 
Combined Probus Club of Knox. At our May General 
Meeting we welcomed as speaker Ron Dawson who 
enlightened us about the history of Puffing Billy. 

Most of us have many fond memories of travelling 
on Puffing Billy with children or grandchildren and 
reminisced about them being able to dangle their legs 
over the rail. Unfortunately, this practice is currently 
not allowed since a recent accident, but we all hope the 
ban will soon be lifted.

Our club has two members who are regular volunteers 
on Puffing Billy, so we are able to keep up to date on 
Puffing Billy news. On 27 April 32 members took a 
lunch trip on Puffing Billy up to Lakeside enjoying a 
‘Natter Platter’ lunch on the way up and enormous jam 

scones and cream matched with a nice cuppa on the way 
down. We were blessed with the weather, enjoying blue 
skies and warm temperatures. A great day out for all. 

Our club meeting on 5 June is a lunch to celebrate 
our 20th anniversary with the committee providing the 
entertainment. We have many more interesting trips and 
outings coming up this year – these include a tour of 
the Walter & Eliza Hall Medical Facility in Parkville, a 
bus tour to Maldon, a tour of the MCG, a Sup & Sip 
lunch at Helen’s Hill winery in the Yarra Valley and a 
special Halloween visit to the Melbourne Cemetery. The 
latter is not a trip for those of a nervous disposition.

Pat Goss
For information contact Rick Goss, 9763 0193, goss@
westnet.com.au 

National Seniors are a fun loving group of people aged 
from 50 plus and new members are warmly welcomed.

June will be a busy month as we will be off to the 
morning melodies at the Ringwood RSL. Isy Dye 
presents ‘M Buble Show’ featuring Garry Johns. On  22 
June we will be entertained at the Mooroolbark Theatre. 
The comedy is ‘Respecting your Piers’. This theatre 
company puts on a great night. So take along your 
drinks and nibbles, sit back and have a good chuckle. 
Our speaker in June will be Andrew Harrison OAM. 
Andrew is a wheelchair rugby player who won gold 
medals in the 2012 London and 2016 Rio Paralympics.

The Mystery Tour in May was fantastic. They set out 
in the council bus for a lovely drive down to Flinders 
(delectable coffee and cake). Quite a few had a good 
walk around Flinders checking out the antique stores. 
They then set off to have lunch at the Rye RSL. After a 
great meal off again to Arthur’s Seat (too windy for the 
lift to operate) so on to T’Gallant Winery in Red Hill for 
a tasting. It was a long day but highly enjoyable. Thanks 
to Peter and Pauline for organising the day.

Our meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month at The Knox Club situated at the corner 
of Stud and Boronia Roads, Wantirna. Please contact 
the President John on 9778 6784 or Rhonda on 0407 
1045 70 for any further information – or just turn up.  

National Seniors on a 
Mystery Tour

Eighteen  members, of our Life Activities Club Knox, 
left their homes to spend a few days together in Yarram. 
This is a lovely relaxed country town with wide streets, 
and much to see.

Our days included visiting the local tourist attractions, 
the courthouse, churches, bakeries. This church in 
Tarraville was built without a nail! 

Then to Agnes Falls. Driving through the hills we 
arrived to find the Agnes River, cascading over the weir, 
down deep through the gorge, with huge rock faces, 
re-shaped by the falling water.

This five day/four night getaway, is one of our many 
activities, but wait, there’s more.  

Come and  join us on the bus trip to Canberra, our 
nation’s capital.  For only $865.00, pp twin share,  
you get  breakfast, bus fare, two-course dinners, 
accommodation, tours, and time with friendly people 
for five days and four nights.

For more information, or a copy of our current 
newsletter, please ring: Margaret on 9762 4332

Getaway with L A C K



8 Mountain Gate
Sponsored by 
Mountain Gate
Business Association

Ferntree Gully News June 2018

Update on the housing market
Is the housing market slowing down? 
There are many reports regarding our residential real 
estate market having the brakes put on it.  Sydney has 
been affected far more than our Melbourne market, 
mainly due to our help from migration, compared to 
other states.

 The auction market is one of the big indicators, 
shifting from an 80% clearance rate last year down to 
a recent 60% clearance rate, based on reported sales. 
This has turned many prospective vendors away from 
sale by auction.

 Another factor that may be of interest is the extended 
time properties are now on the market compared to the 
same time last year. The number of days a property stays 
on the market before selling has unfortunately gone up 
considerably. This affects vendors, in that prospective 
purchasers walk through their house over a longer 
period. It’s not only the vendors who suffer. Agents 
are having to spend much more time and effort over 
an extended period to finalise a successful sale and this 
can be quite costly.

 I, for one, am a big believer in real estate. I don’t 
know many people who have lost money through real 
estate. It’s like life: we have our ups and downs with 
the majority of us happy with the property we have 
got. Life’s too short. Just remember, ‘life is like a box 
of chocolates’.

 Once the banks’ lending restrictions (tightening of 
lending practice) settles down and the forthcoming 
elections have been determined, let’s hope life gets 
back to normal.

Ray Abley
The Professionals 

Shop  12, Mountain Gate Shopping Centre

Shoppers will be sorry to see the closing of this popular 
health food shop after many years supplying goods and 
health food advice. They will still be able to purchase 
on line  and current stock is being transferred to the 
health food shop at 1232 Burwood Highway Upper 
Ferntree Gully. 

Health Food shop goes online

Do you have a little dancer who bops around more than walks?
Do you have a child who is looking for somewhere fun to dance?

Are you a dancer looking for a new home to grow & learn?

Look no further than Tempo Dance Company

We offer quality classes in all aspects of

Book your FREE TRIAL CLASS with us TODAY

* 9758 9163 or 0409 300 273 *
Clematis Hall - 2072 Wellington Rd near (CFA Depot) 

CLEMATIS
St Simon’s Hall - 2 Taylors Lane
ROWVILLE

Factory 4 / 14 Edina Road

Classes to suit all ages beginners to advanced

* CONTEMPORARY * ACRO / CHEER *

* JAZZ * TAP * CLASSICAL BALLET * HIP HOP *

FERNTREE GULLY
“gotta dance at tempo”

A sign in the window of the Mountain Gate Community 
Op Shop reads:

DEAR CUSTOMERS
PLEASE START TO BRING YOUR OWN BAG 
FROM HOME. AS COLES AND WOOLLIES  
WILL BE  STOPPING BAGS. THANK YOU  J

Is this the trickle-down effect of a major change 
triggered by the big supermarkets? Of course the 
message is first picked up by a community shop and 
will no doubt spread to other shops – with the speed 
of a cause taken up by social media. 

The internet is full of sites with suggestions for 
moving away from the  reckless use of plastic bags and 
packaging.  Just put in: ‘reducing plastic waste’ and see 
what is already happening in other countries! 

Reducing plastic waste
A sign of the times

Your  Drains Unblocked
by local specialist Peter Saris
Call 0423 088 792 for
•	Blocked sewers
•	CCTV drain inspections
•	High pressure cleaning & 

more…
Flat rate $250. No Hidden Costs
www.blockeddrainsmelb.com.au

Congratulations to Ferntree Gully  
Helloworld 
Last weekend at the  Helloworld National Conference 
in Adelaide, Ferntree Gully Helloworld were named as a 
finalist for Vic. Tas. and South Australia in the Retailer 
of the Year awards. 

Team Leader Tanya Wilkinson said ‘The team here 
were very humbled and honoured to be a finalist for 
retail store of the year in 2018. We are very thankful 
for the recognition and we feel privileged to have the 
trust of such fantastic clients who we love being able to 
help with holiday dreams and travel needs.

‘So thank you to all our clients; we could not receive 
these great honours and recognition without you. If we 
can help any family or friends your recommendation will 
be our greatest honour and we trust our commitment 
to them reflects that.

 ‘We look forward to helping you at any time with 
your travel queries so don’t hesitate to contact us at 
Helloworld Travel Ferntree Gully, near Coles, or phone 
9758 7088.
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Meet Wednesday and Horace, the gentle giants

This group, formerly known as the Ferntree Gully Red 
Cross Unit, raises funds for Red Cross through the 
March Red Cross Calling campaign and through sales of 
knitwear. It meets monthly in members’ homes (except 
July and November). 

The Friends do two stalls at Ferntree Gully Plaza, one 
in April and one in October. These raise between $1,500 
to $2.000 for Red Cross. The Trauma Teddies they 
make provide comfort to those in a stressful situation. 
They also supply knitwear to the Ferntree Gully Angliss 
Auxiliary.

Friends of Red Cross Ferntree Gully would like to 
thank all those who gave so generously during March. 
As a result they raised $1,119.50 for the Red Cross. 
They also thank the owner of the Ferntree Gully Plaza 
who has always supported them. 

New members would be welcomed warmly. All 
enquiries to Maxine Lane on 9758 3087 or 0401 941 
807.

As part of Le Pine Funerals ongoing commitment to 
community wellbeing and engagement, the Ferntree 
Gully branch coordinated a Horse Therapy Day on 
Tuesday 8 May with some local nursing homes, bringing 
much joy and excitement to residents, staff and family 
alike.

 Equine therapy has, in recent times, been found to be 
highly beneficial, not only from a medical perspective 
with young people, but also with sound therapeutic 
social benefits for the elderly and infirm due to the 
horses’ calming, attentive and gentle nature.

 Sean Campbell, Louise Price and Jessica McKeown 
from Le Pine Funerals, Ferntree Gully, visited each of 
the nursing homes along with Lou Gilligan and Jamie 

Crichton and their two magnificent Percheron Draught 
Horses, Wednesday and Horace, both an imposing 17 
hands.

 The residents relished the opportunity to pat the 
horses, feed them carrots, reminisce and share some 
of their personal memories of horses in their younger 
years and their significance to both family and farming. 
Naturally, there were also many fine photo opportunities 
with the gentle giants.

As part of the Le Pine Funerals commitment to the 
community, the Horse Therapy Days are usually held 
bi-annually and, given their popularity, every attempt 
is made to visit several local nursing homes either in 
May or November.

Community News
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Sponsored by 
Mountain Gate
Opportunity ShopDD

Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross

Don’t miss the

JUNE SALE
at the 

Mountain Gate Op Shop
Bargains, Specials & 

Reductions Galore

The friendly Mountain Gate Op Shop 
would welcome volunteers to sort goods 
and serve the stream of customers who 

come looking for things to fill a need, for 
treasures, or just for a chat. The proceeds 
of the shop go to support local charities. 

Call into 54 Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre.

Thinking of volunteering?
Here’s an opportunity!
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Upper Ferntree Gully Football Netball Club celebrates 70 years
In 1948 the inaugural team of players from the Upper 
Ferntree Gully Football Club took to the field at 
Talaskia Reserve to play their first football match. This 
was the humble beginnings of what is now a strong 
club with a very rich history.

Four generations of one family

Taking the field on this day was Jack (now deceased) 
Callahan, who along with his wife Betty, were founding 
club members. The Callahan family’s involvement has 
continued through four generations and the club’s 70 
years, with Betty the only surviving founding member 
and oldest life member.

The Callahan family’s presence at ‘Upper Gully’ 
continued post-Jack’s retirement with their son Dennis 
taking the field and their four daughters all playing 
netball with the club. Dennis’ involvement also 
extended to his many, many years of off-field roles, 
recognised through the club’s memorial award in his 
honour, struck after his sudden passing in 1995. 

The Callahan name has featured right through the 
club’s 70 years, with four generations of players, officials 
and supporters. On many Saturday afternoons Betty 
could be seen watching her family and supporting her 
club. 

Unfortunately, Betty’s health does not allow her 
to get to matches these days: for instance to see her 
granddaughter, Ellie Ingwersen, taking to the field this 
year in the women’s football team; or to watch the latest 
generation of her family, her great grandson, Jake de 
Groot, in the club’s Auskick program. But her legacy 
to the club she helped to start is living on. 

Over the 70 years of the Callahan involvement, 
the ‘Upper Gully’ Football Netball Club, as it is now 

known, has transformed from its humble beginnings at 
Talaskia Reserve with just an oval and a shed, through 
starting junior teams in 1972. These were known as the 
Gully Bluebirds who later amalgamated with St John’s 
Junior Football Club, to become the St John’s Bluebirds 
Junior Football Club. 

In 1998, the junior section of the club was officially 
named Upper Ferntree Gully Junior Football Club after 
merging with the senior club.  In 2012 the club was 

officially integrated to incorporate all levels of activities 
and now features football and netball teams for both 
male and female players with facilities at Kings and 
Dobson Parks. 

The club’s first facilities at Talaskia Road.Upper Ferntree Gully Football Club 1958 senior premiership team.

Betty Callahan photographed with her granddaughter Ellie 
Ingwersen, grandson Casey DeGroot, a past Club captain, 
and her great grandson Jake DeGroot.
 
Betty is holding  the playing jumper of her son Dennis 
Callahan (deceased) and his 1974 premiership medal 
along with her granddaughter Heather Callahan’s 2010 
premiership medal.
Gary Fevreau took the photo.

Gala Dinner for the 70th
To celebrate the many families and people who have 
been part of this great club and its history over the past 
70 years, the club is hosting activities in June to bring 
the ‘Upper Gully Family’ back together. The club’s key 
event will be a Gala Dinner to be held on 23 June at 
Karralyka, the Performing Arts Centre, East Ringwood. 
We would love to see the many  people who have been 
involved in the club’s senior and junior sections come 
along and join in the celebrations. 

On the weekend of 2 and 3 June the club will host 
its annual past players, officials and supporters day at 
Kings Park, incorporating activities to celebrate the 
70th year including the reunions of the club’s senior 
premierships in 1958 and 1998, St John’s Bluebirds 
under 14s in 1988 and U18s in 2008. 

Tickets for the Gala Dinner can be purchased and 
further information is available from the club website 
www.uftgfc.sportingpulse.net or by emailing uftg-
70thcelebrations@hotmail.com.
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Come and join us for a meal at the 
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully

Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888

www.ftgbowls.com.au

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club

For lunch
Tuesday to Friday

12.00pm to 2.00pm
On Sundays

12.00 to 2.00pm
And for dinner
Tuesday-Sunday

from 6.00pm

Closed Mondays

For bookings ring 9753 5888

Our Bistro is open

Sports Page

The 11th Special Olympics Australia National Games 
officially opened after a spectacular  ceremony at 
Titanium Security Arena in Adelaide on 16 April 2018.

Almost 1200 Special Olympics Australia athletes 
proudly marched into the arena wearing their State 
colours, accompanied by over 300 officials and 800 
volunteers.

State teams competed in Athletics–Half Marathon, 
Track and Field, Basketball, Bocce, Ten Pin Bowling, 
Equestrian, Football, Golf, Gymnastics, Netball, Sailing, 
Swimming and Tennis.

The Victoria Bocce Team had 17 athletes, the 2nd 
biggest in numbers after NSW. After a competitive 4 
days of games Victorian athletes were rewarded with 5 
Gold, 15 Silver, 23 Bronze medals and 8 fourth-place 
ribbons, totalling 51 awards. Other states: NSW 61 
awards, QLD 36 awards, TAS 16 awards, WA 10 awards.

Congratulations to all our athletes. For many of the 
team’s athletes this was their first National Games and 
what a great result.

Great results for Bowling Club
The Ferntree Gully Bowling Club enjoyed another year 
of great finals.

Division 1 Section 3 played Ringwood at Mulgrave. 
The game was ‘nip and tuck’ all day. Ringwood got 
away at the beginning, leading by 14 shots but the 
Gully fought back, winning the match by 1 shot. This 
side is now back-to-back section winners in Division 
1. Magnificent effort.

Division 3 Section 6 played Churchill/Waverley Golf 
at Mount Waverley with a resounding win by 40 shots, 
for their Sectional Finals. They have now been promoted 
back to Division 2. No easy feat.

Division 5 Section 5 played Glen Waverley at 
Mulgrave but even after a valiant effort they went 
down. This side, despite the loss of the semi finals did 
remarkably well this year and did the club proud.

I’m very proud of all the athletes as they all gave it 
their best and enjoyed the games.

This was also my first SOA National Games as 
Victorian Bocce Head Coach. A big thanks to my 
support staff: Assistant Coach Bruce Hill, Support/
Carers Sandra Hansen and Susan Ferres for doing a great 
job throughout the training and national games week.

Also a big thank you to the Knox Italian Community 
Club Rowville, the Bocce Committee and the President 
Angelo Mazzone for their continued support of the 13 
special needs athletes from Melbourne Eastern Ranges 
Bocce Club who practise every fortnight at the club’s 
indoor Bocce Drome at no charge.

For further information for Special Needs Sports 
enrolments at Melbourne Eastern Ranges please contact 
membership officer Helen Sullivan on 0404 100 924 
or myself (Michael) on 0419 330 977.

Michael Migliaccio

SOA Team Vic. bocce athletes: Nicole Hampton, Marissa Turner, Bradley Parratt from Melbourne Eastern Ranges Club;
Melissa Theochari, Christine Caldwell, Emeil Riachi, Thomas Blake, Angela Turra from Melbourne Inner East Club;
Vicki Robbins, Andrew Robbins, Aaron Baines, Paul White, from Melbourne Southern Club;
Christopher Hansen, Jeremy Hill, from Melbourne Northern Club;
Helen Main, Corey Davis, from Echuca-Campaspe Club;
Erina Wojtkwoski from Albury-Lavington Club.

Events at FTG Bowling Club
M O N S T E R  M E A T  RAF F L E

Friday 22 June. Draw starts 7pm
Over $1000 worth of meat trays

Tickets on sale from 11 June

*    *    *    *   *   *   *   *
Neil Diamond Super Hits Show

Saturday  30 June 
$15 per person

Entertainer: Steve Cummins

Bocce teams give their best at Special Olympics



Introducing Wes Hill

CFA12

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade 
A 100% Volunteer CFA Brigade

Dedicated to making Ferntree Gully a 
safer place since 1942

Fire calls 000

Rookie firefighter with Ferntree Gully CFA

Wes Hill is one of our latest rookies and is currently 
completing his Knox Group 10 week introductory 
course. Wes is 19 years old and a landscaping apprentice. 
He first joined the CFA in 2011 as a junior at Rowville 
CFA. He transferred to Ferntree Gully in December 
2017 and began a rookies course in February this year. 

According to Wes, joining the CFA is one of the 
best decisions he ever made! Some of his best friends 
have been made through juniors. He enjoys the endless 
opportunities the CFA offers to further his skills 
and thus develop confidence through training. The 
camaraderie offered, Wes believes, is unlike any other 
organisation. 

Fire-proofing your home
Preventable domestic fires are costing millions of dollars 
and can cause severe injury and death. Here are the stats 
for the 2017 calendar year for CFA areas of Victoria.
•	 1588 preventable domestic fires
•	 Total property loss: $42 million
•	 Fatalities: 5

Can I ask you to answer this questionnaire?
•	 Do you ever leave cooking unattended if only for 

a few moments?
•	 Do you ever leave electric blankets on while you 

are asleep or away from home?
•	 Do you ever leave BBQs unattended while cooking?
•	 Do you smoke in bed or carelessly dispose of butts?
•	 Do you ever leave matches or lighters about when 

there are children about too?
•	 Do you ever piggyback double adaptors or power 

boards?
•	 Do you always have a screen in front of an open fire?
•	 Do you always dispose of ashes from wood heaters 

in a safe place and always safely wet them down?
•	 Do you make sure flammable items are well away 

from heaters or open fires etc?
•	 Do you get your heaters, including gas heaters, 

regularly checked by qualified technicians?
•	 Do you get flues regularly cleaned if you have an 

open fire or solid fuel heater?
•	 Do you very regularly clean the lint filter on a 

clothes dryer?
•	 Do you clean the fans in rangehoods, kitchens, 

bathrooms etc?
•	 Do you ever leave burning candles or incense 

burners unattended?
•	 Do you have and know how to use a fire blanket?
•	 Do you have and know how to use a suitable fire 

extinguisher?
•	 Do you always check gas fittings on a gas BBQ 

before every lighting?
•	 Do you regularly get your ducts cleaned?
•	 Do you know that it is extremely dangerous to put 

water on an oil or fat fire?
•	 Do you know how to deal with a fat or oil fire 

(providing it is safe to do so)?
•	 Do you ensure that portable heaters can never be 

easily overturned even by pets or children?
•	 Do you immediately get gas faults attended to by 

qualified technicians?
•	 Do you understand what is meant by ‘stop, drop 

and roll’?
•	 Do you understand the ‘get down low and go go 

go’ message?
•	 Do you have working smoke alarms in most areas 

of your home?
•	 Do you have a home fire escape plan for the whole 

family and practise it regularly?
These are just some of the matters that we need to be 

aware of with regards to fire safety. 
So how did you go in the questionnaire?

Do you have to make some changes to make your family 
home more fire safe?

If you would like a speaker from our brigade to talk to 
your community group, then please contact us so we can 
discuss your requirements.

Did you know that we also have a junior brigade for 
young people of secondary school age? It is a great way for 
young people to learn about fire safety and to be able to 
actually learn how to develop responsibility and practical 
skills.     info@ftgcfa.org.au

Our Community, our Fire Brigade
Your Community, Your Fire Brigade

Prepared by Brigade Member
Graham Crichton



The MDLC Social Friendship Group celebrate their 
third birthday
From humble beginnings back in June 2015, the MDLC Social Friendship 
Group have grown to become a local hive of friendly activity! Each Wednesday 
the group gather to enjoy a cuppa, some afternoon tea and a fun activity. 

Over the past few years activities have included mini bus trips to the country, 
Crystal World, Yarra Valley Lotus Farm and other interesting destinations. On 
13 June  the group will be celebrating their third birthday with an afternoon 
tea to coincide with fundraising for Australia’s Biggest Morning Tea -  everyone 
is welcome!

 If you or someone you know would like to come along and make some new 
friends, please call the office for more details on the MDLC Social Friendship 
Group. There is no joining fee, just a gold coin donation for afternoon tea, a 
fun activity and some great fun! 9758 7859

A key eductional focus is is the improvement in numeracy and literacy  skills 
for our students.

We are currently providing a literacy and numeracy program at the Centre 
as well as ‘outreach’ programs at Lilydale and Boronia. We are also offering 
‘foundation’ education programs  including English language skills  to new 
migrants.

Our Youth Education programs are designed to give young people who have 
previously disengaged from education a chance to re-enter the system with VCAL 
offered at Years 10 to 12 . There is also a ‘Cottage Program’ for  students who 
have issues with anxiety, chronic fatigue syndrome or mental illness. 

As a Learning Centre we pride ourselves on providing educational  and 
community activities that reflect the needs of  our community.
For details see the website www.mdlc.com.au or call in at the Centre for 
information. 
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Mountain District Learning Centre 13

MDLC is a registered training 
organisation, learn local centre 
and neighbourhood house offering 
education, training and a variety of 
activities in a supportive community 
setting.

Their RTO accredited courses 
are offered within Victoria and are 
supported by funding from the 
Department of Education and Training.

Education for all...
in a small and flexible learning 
environment.

2017: a year of consolidation
At the recent Annual General Meeting, the Chair of the 
Board, Chris Markwick reported: 

‘Throughout 2017 we have continued to follow 
the MDLC Mission of  operating as a learning and 
community centre whose purpose is to enhance the lives 
of people, young and old, in the Mountain District.

‘We do this through initiating community activities 
and  providing  educational programs  in a supportive 
and caring  environment.‘

Programs at MDLC include: youth education,  VET 
& VCAL, adult literacy and numeracy programs, social 
support groups, and leisure programs.

Meet Django, the labradoodle. He is an integral part of 
the youth education program and attends the Centre 
three days a week with his owner, Natalie. 

He comes as a result of the students’ investigation 
into ways of improving mental health by Pet Therapy.,

Community 
Development Fund
Does your community 
group have a great 
project it would love  
to get off the ground? 
We might be 
able to help!

Grant applications 
close 5pm Monday 
2nd July 2018
Apply online  
knox.vic.gov.au/cdf 
For more information 
contact the Community 
Strengthening team  
on 9298 8000 

Apply 
now

Staff report his positive impact on the students’ 
well-being.

From left: Talia, Molly, Amy, Jade and Django. Photo 
by Barbara Oehring.
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Professional Dog Grooming

Ph. 9758 3458
20 Alpine street, FTG
Tue - Fri 
Sat          

www.supermutts.com.au

9am till 5pm
9am till 5pm

We love dogs

& we think 

they deserve 

the best

Focus on friendships at Fairhills Primary

In school we learn many things. We learn to read, write, 
do sums, sing songs, kick goals, purchase lunch orders 
… but there is one very important part of primary 
school education that cannot be tested or graded: the 
ability to make and develop friendships! 
Having friends at school isn’t just a fun thing we do to 
pass through lunch play times. Through having good 
friends we learn to communicate, cooperate and to 
manage our feelings; skills that will be useful for all 
students as they grow up. At Fairhills Primary, these 
skills are taught through a number of programs offered 
in class and lunch breaks. Students are encouraged to 
make friends in all year levels, giving them opportunities 
to learn how to communicate with a number of different 
age groups.
It is because of all these experiences that the students 
have a wonderful understanding of what it is to be a 
‘Good Friend’ and what makes an excellent friend.
At Fairhills Primary the students believe: 
‘A good friend is inclusive, has nice behaviour and 
doesn’t mind being asked weird questions.’ Johnny (Year 
6, School Captain)
‘We need friends so they can make you happy. My 
buddy is a good friend because she likes to be my buddy.’ 
Jasmine (Prep)
‘I’m a good friend because I help people through things 
and I make people happy by making them laugh, even 
when I crack jokes sometimes at the wrong time.’ Jack 
(Year 6)
 ‘At Fairhills everyone is loving, caring and sharing.’ 
Charlie R (Year 3)

‘Friendship is being nice to each other and being kind 
and helping them when they are not feeling very good.’ 
Lily (Year 1)
‘I am a good friend because I play with my friends all the 
time and I concentrate on what I do with my friends.’ 
Maddi (Prep)
 ‘I’m friends with everyone, even my Buddy; his name 
is Jayden. He’s a good friend because he plays with me 
all the time. He’s teaching me how to put the basketball 
through the hula hoop.’ Hudson (Prep)
‘Good friends show respect and treat others the way they 
want to be treated. At my school good friends look out 
for each other and they include others.’ Josh (Year 4)
‘I am friends with everyone in school because I like 
them!’ Cooper

Family fun at FTG North
Ferntree Gully North’s pre-Easter Eggstravaganza was a 
fun filled family day: petting zoo, egg scavenger hunt, 
bunny village walkthrough, food stalls and vans, family 
games and kids’ trash and treasure.

School Captain Douglas Shuttleworth went through 
the ‘wet sponge’ treatment with enthusiasm. Gary 
Fevreau took the photographs. 
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Artist Cassie Leatham with  students Julia on the left and 
Sienna on the right.

Barbara Oehring took the photographs.
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Sorry Day

‘Don’t keep history a mystery’

St John the Baptist Primary School students 
took part in Knox Council’s Sorry Day 
ceremonies this year.

St John the Baptist Primary School was very fortunate 
to have had Cassie Leatham working with their Year 
5/6 students in the capacity of ‘Artist in Residence’ 
for an entire day. Cassie (pictured), a Taungurung/
Wurundjeri woman of the Kulin Nation, was born 
on Gunai Kurnai country. She is an active member 
of the indigenous community as well as a member of 
Ramahyuck Aboriginal Corporation in Sale, Gippsland. 

Cassie is a talented artist, who uses a variety of different 
mediums and techniques that combine contemporary 
approaches with traditional Aboriginal ways, materials 
and methods. This energetic, compassionate and highly 
motivating elder conveyed the importance of story, 
symbols and connection to country to enthralled Year 
5 and 6 students and teachers at St John’s. 

Using Aboriginal and other meaningful symbols, 
the students painted their own stories in acrylic and 
ochre. Their hands and fingers, intermingled with the 
brushes of Western culture, helped bring their stories 
to life on calico. 

This experience, as well as the artwork they created on 
the day, is being shared as a part of St John the Baptist 
School’s involvement in the Sorry Day Flag Raising 
Ceremony at Knox Council during Reconciliation 
Week. The students’ art will be displayed in the Knox 
Civic Centre, and can be viewed at the Sorry Day 
ceremony where the children will speak about their 
enriching cultural learning.

Cassie has also selected some of the children’s pieces 
to be transferred onto a possum-skin cloak that will be 
displayed at Federation Square. This unique cloak of 
their collective stories will be available for any special 
ceremonies and events in which the school is involved 
in the future. Such a privilege! 

We are very thankful for the support we have received 
from Ray Higgs from TRAK, and Reconciliation 
Victoria, who assisted us in the organisation of this 
rich and valuable incursion for our students. We would 
also like to acknowledge Barbara Oehring for the 
photographs she took on the day. ‘Don’t keep history a 
mystery. Learn. Share. Grow.’

Ursula De Corrado
Deputy Principal

St John the Baptist Primary School

CO-EDUCATIONAL | ELC TO VCE
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Drawing from life 
Twenty years of drawings by local artist, author (and 
member of the Ferntree Gully News team), Judith 
O’Donnell, were also on display in the foyer at the 
Hut in May.  

‘I don’t draw from photos, only from life’, said 
Judith, ‘sometimes a ten-minute sketch, sometimes at 
a two-hour life drawing session’. The people she has 
drawn are full of character, the artist’s eye catching 
humour, sadness, hope, courage, fear. You take a risk if 
Judith draws you but her gaze is always compassionate.  

At the Arts Society Open
A record number of entries was received. Hsin Lin’s 
acrylic painting ‘Poise and Pride’ was among the awards.

Asked what he looked for in judging  an art show, 
judge Alan Close said (among other things) ‘I like 
a painting to look like a painting – not smooth and 
photographic. I like to see the hand of the artist at 
work.’
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‘A thing of beauty is a joy forever’
One of the delights of a picture framing shop is that 
artworks are brought in from around the world.

Joe’s Picture Framing in Forest Road Ferntree Gully is 
no exception. Recently I saw in Joe’s shop an exquisite 
stamp collage map of Vietnam.  What’s more I was 
privileged to meet the artist.

Dam Vang, a local artist, has lived in Australia for 30 
years. She was born in Saigon (now Ho Chi Minh City) 
Vietnam. Her father was in the diplomatic service in 
Belgium and the Ivory Coast. Vang lived in Belgium 
for 17 years before coming to Australia.

Vang studied art on the Ivory Coast before moving to 
Brussels for further studies at the Academie Royale des 
Beaux-Arts in Brussels, the famous art school founded 
in 1711. Vang’s family still live in Belgium: her father, 
now 97 and her mother 95, also a brother and sister. 
Vang visits them every year.  

Meeting Vang was a lovely experience for me. You 
never know who you will come across in Ferntree Gully 
Village! 

Alice  Collins

June Exhibition
Young @ Art

Weekends 11-4pm from Saturday 9 June to 
Sunday 24 June

Official opening 2pm Sunday 10 June
Closed Fathers Day

This is a wonderful collection of artworks 
from the young people in our communities, 

giving them the opportunity to 
display their work in a gallery

All welcome. Free entry

July Exhibition
Print and Drawing

A fine collection of Prints and Drawings from
 Ferntree Gully Arts Society members

1 July to 29 July, 11.00am-4pm
Official opening 2pm Sunday 8 July

All welcome. Free entry
FTGAS conducts, Life Drawing, Still Life, 

Print, Portraiture, Artist workshops 
and a children’s afternoon art class

Private art courses are available as well.
Members and non members are welcome

For information
the_hutgallery.wordpress.com/

Or Facebook,  The Hut Gallery -
Ferntree Gully Arts Society

Come and check out our friendly Art Society
New members welcome

First workshop free
Weekly Workshops and Classes available

 for members and non members

157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

The Ferntree Gully Arts Society
at The Hut Gallery

Sponsored by 
Ferntree Gully
Arts Society

Our music tuition programs and women's 
choir nurture a love and enjoyment of music

Our music programs
Now taking bookings!

ENQUIRIES AND ENROLMENTS
W: www.maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
E: info@maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
F: maecollardschoolofmusic | T: 0411 718 422
15, Alpine Street, Ferntree Gully
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Captain Stomp Records, a soon-to-be-opened new 
independent vinyl record store in Ferntree Gully, 
participated in this year’s World Record Store Day as a 
‘pop-up shop’ on Saturday 21 April. 

Shop owner David reports, ‘The response was truly 
amazing, especially from the local music lovers and vinyl 
enthusiasts within the Ferntree Gully area, surrounding 
suburbs and the Dandenong Ranges. People arrived well 
before the 8:00am opening, eager to find the limited 
edition vinyl pressings especially released for this world-
wide event. A local DJ played a selection of music on 
vinyl 7” and 12” singles throughout the day and a few 
customers even danced whilst browsing through the 
display of new vinyl records!

‘A couple of Madonna coloured vinyl records were 
snapped up very quickly together with some limited 
edition Sigur Rós 12” singles. The best-selling album 
of the day was the Australian rock band ‘Polish Club’ 
with their debut EP released on individually numbered 
180 gram pink coloured vinyl.

Captain Stomp Records will open for daily trading in 
June 2018 after finishing our internal fit-out and will 
stock a wide range of new vinyl records to suit a broad 
range of musical genres. We welcome you to relax in 
our lounge area and listen to the warm sound of vinyl 
by the fire.

OPEN 7 DAYS & NIGHTS
Shop 9 & 10, 101 Station Street Ferntree Gully

9752 3237
www.fatchefspizza.com.au

Sunday - Thursday: 11am - 9pm
Friday & Saturday: 11am - 10pm

EAT IN - TAKE AWAY - HOME DELIVERY

ALL YOU CAN EAT NIGHTS 
Monday Nights - All you can eat pizza, pasta & sides 

(includes soft drink & dessert) $30 adults $10 Children under 12. Under 5 free

Tuesday Nights - All you can eat meats, ribs & sides
(include soft drink & dessert) $60 adults $20 Children under 12. Under 5 free

Fat Chef Add-1.indd   1 21/03/2018   3:10:24 PM

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - COFFEE
Shop 7, 101 Station Stree Ferntree Gully

Monday - Friday: 7am - 4pm
Saturday: 8am - 3pm

0468 935 275
Breakfast - Lunch - Coffee

June - July Special
Kids under 5 eat Free. Conditions apply

Two Baristas ad-1.indd   1 23/05/2018   11:37:58 AM

Country Music at the Guides’ hall
The Upwey Country Music Club presents a Walk Up - 
Open Mic concert, on the first Sunday of each month, 
at the Guides’ Hall in Underwood Road, Ferntree Gully, 
from 12.30pm to 5.00 pm. Artists perform songs in the 
Country, Bluegrass and Folk genres. 

The club began in 2006 at Upwey High School then 
from 2008 they performed at the Upwey RSL.  Increased 
membership meant bigger premises and so from 2013 
they moved to the Ferntree Gully Guides’ hall, where 
they have been filling the hall on the first Sunday of the 
month ever since.  Doors open at 12 noon. The hall can 

accomodate an audience of up to 100. 
New singers, musicians, and bands are always 

welcome. Many visitors are from other clubs such as 
Peninsula CMC (Rye), Veranda Music (Dromana), 
Bendigo CMC, Our Kinda Country Club (Traralgon). 
A band or musician is available to back singers, if 
required. Just bring your music along. 

Access is via FTG railway station car park. There is a 
small entrance charge of $7 ($5 for members) to help 
cover costs. Enquiries to Graham 03 5964 8298.

Ferntree Gully News June 2018
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Stew: a hearty winter warmer
One of my family’s favourite winter meals is a 
hearty beef stew. We love filling up our bowls with 
wholesome, tasty food. Everyone inevitably has a 
second helping. 

Apart from the comforting, warming nourishment, 
I appreciate the fact that my hubby is the stew maker 
in our household. 

Making a stew isn’t hard. One doesn’t need to 
employ any fancy cutting or cooking techniques. It’s 
just a question of gathering nutritious ingredients such 
as vegetables and a cut of meat, then slow-cooking and 
roasting them to perfection. 

I’ve garnered a couple of tips for my hubby and 
other stew makers. Firstly, you don’t need to brown 
the meat before slow cooking it. Jamie Oliver, my 
favourite celebratory chef, says that even though it 
goes against all his training, he has stopped browning 
the meat for most of his stews. Jamie did tests and 
found that meat is just as delicious and tender without 
browning it first. This is a great time saver so I think 
it’s worthwhile skipping the browning step. 

Another tip is to put the stew into the oven when it 
is ready for its slow simmer, instead of letting it cook 
away on the stovetop for hours. Oven-baked stews 
cook more evenly as they are heated from all sides 
rather than just the bottom. You also don’t need to 
stir the stew and monitor the heat constantly, as you 
do with stovetop cooking. 

Here is a recipe for a hearty beef stew. Feel free to 
modify the ingredients (for instance you might like 
to use pearl barley instead of potatoes or add more 
vegetables).

Ingredients
extra virgin olive oil
1 large onion, peeled and chopped
handful of fresh sage leaves
800g of stewing steak, cut into 5 cm pieces
sea salt and freshly ground black pepper
2 tbsp plain flour 
2 parsnips
4 carrots
½ butternut pumpkin
500g small potatoes
2 tbsp tomato purée
700 ml fresh beef stock
zest of one lemon (finely grated)
2 sprigs fresh rosemary
1 clove garlic (finely chopped)

Preheat the oven to 160ºC. Put a little oil into a 
pot or casserole pan. Add the onion and all the sage 

leaves and fry for 3 or 4 minutes. Toss the meat in a 
little seasoned flour, then add it to the pan with all 
the vegetables, tomato purée, and stock, and gently 
stir together. Season generously with freshly ground 
black pepper and just a little salt.

Bring to the boil, place a lid on top, then transfer 
the ovenproof pot to cook in the preheated oven until 
the meat is tender. This takes 3–4 hours, depending 
on your cut of meat. If the meat falls apart when you 
mash it with a fork, the stew is ready. 

For a little pizzazz, mix the lemon zest, chopped 
rosemary and garlic together and sprinkle this over 
the stew before eating. Just the smallest amount will 
make all the difference: as soon as it hits the hot stew 
it will release a wonderful fragrance.

Fresh warm bread is a good accompaniment to the 
stew. 

Bon Appétit.

Gemma Franks
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U3A shows its bias
Term One of 2018 saw Knox U3A introducing ‘Lawn 
Bowls for Beginners’ into its curriculum. A total of ten 
members presented for the first of nine lessons back 
in February at the Upwey-Tecoma Bowling Club. 
Instruction was provided by two senior players and 
accredited coaches of that club, in Gavin Bransgrove and 
Andrew Walters, who gave their time and knowledge 
free of charge. The participants, and Knox U3A generally 
are indebted to Gavin and Andrew for giving their time 
so generously and to the Upwey-Tecoma Bowling Club 
for making their facilities and coaching staff available.

Our members very quickly realised that lawn bowls 
is not as simple as it looks on the telly. For a start, the 
bowls do not travel in a straight line, and, as they quickly 
discovered, if you hold the bowl the wrong way, it will 
refuse to travel in the direction you want.

Nevertheless, the group set about the drills and 
practice tasks set by Andrew and Gavin with enthusiasm, 

and in a short space of time, had some very good notions 
of weight (which governs the speed the bowl travels) and 
‘grass’ (which dictates the direction you must bowl to 
compensate for the bias of the bowl).

The coaches were impressed by the quickness with 
which our members picked up the rudiments of the 
sport, and some were consistently sending down bowls 
that would be considered acceptable in competition. 
After each hour’s instruction, the group enjoyed 
a cuppa and spent the remainder of the session in 
friendly competition. They tried pairs, triples and fours 
competitions and learned the differences in playing 
those types of tournaments.

The course came to an end all too quickly but was 
universally enjoyed by the participants. It is not practical 
to run the course in winter months but it is proposed 
to introduce Lawn Bowls for Beginners again in term 4. 

Term Two is looking good 
The term kicked 
off on 30 April  
with four short 
courses (two weeks 
each) on various 
l i f e s ty l e  i s sues , 
ma in ly  c en t red 
around ageing and 
counselling topics. 
A new Exerc i se 
Group (St re tch 
a n d  S t r e n g t h ) 
is planned based 
upon a pilates-style 
program.

The Philately group, which commenced last term, did 
not meet with the success anticipated and so the activity 
has been expanded to include all collectibles, so if your 
interest is thimbles, egg-cups, old fishing reels or World 
War Two tanks, this is an opportunity to ‘show-and-tell’ 
your hobby.

English as an additional language is introduced at 
two levels and Digital Literacy is another new subject, 
designed so we can understand our grandchildren’s text 
messages. Seriously, it will be much more than that. 

Moving on from the success of our Appreciating 
Australian Literature course, U3A now plans 
commencing Appreciating English Literature in Term 
2, as another long-term project. Public Speaking, 
and A History of Espionage will also be added to the 
curriculum, which is expanding all the time.

Our membership now stands at approximately 1350 
and our list of activities and courses stands at 163 at 
the time of writing. There is something for everyone 
and I urge readers to view the full list on our website 
www.u3aknox.org.au or telephone our office on 9752 
2737 and ask for a listing. While you are about it, grab 
a membership application form as well. At $60 a year, 
Knox U3A represents incredible value for money.

John Ford, Publicity, Knox U3A

Some of the works anticipated 
in our new Appreciating English 
Literature course

U3A’s Lawn Bowls for Beginners at Upwey-
Tecoma Bowling Club.
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Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156. 
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156 
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sean and Rachel Attard
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road 
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
www.stthomas.com.au
Tel.9758 0217
Email: sthomasuftg@bigpond.com
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Sunday Services
8.00am  Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Thoms Place Community Meal
10.00am-2.00pm Friday (not in January)
all are welcome for a cuppa and chat
with lunch served at 12 noon
RAFT Anglican Church
(Rowville and Ferntree Gully Together)
131 Taylors Lane, Rowville
www.raftchurch.org.au
Tel: 9764 2573
Email: admin@raftchurch.org.au
Sunday services
8:30am Traditional 
10:30am Family (includes kids & teen churches)
5:00pm Contemporary
Senior Pastor: Hilton Jordan
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

The story of RAFT
What’s in a name?
Church membersip can remains stable from generation 
to generation but tracing the buildings and their  names 
can be complex. Recently Ferntree Gully News welcomed 
the Rowville and Ferntree Gully (RAFT) Anglican 
church to our pages and we asked about the history.

RAFT is the union of two Anglican congregations, St 
Bartholomew’s, founded in Ferntree Gully in 1885 and 
St Andrews founded in Rowville a hundred years later.

St Bartholomew’s  moved several times from their 
first site  on Burwood Highway near the Ferntree Gully 
State Primary School.  For many years they were in 
Station Street where the original hall still stands (now 
an Armenian rite Church). Later St Bartholomew’s 
was back on Burwood Highway until it merged with 
St Andrew’s, Rowville. 

St Andrew’s was founded in 1986 from St Paul’s in 
Glen Waverley. It  also had several homes in its early 
years and became a parish in its own right in 1998. 

Now both congregations form RAFT, a lively 
evangelical Anglican congregation in their modern 
building on the corner of Kellets Road and Taylors 
Lane.  (See  RAFT’s informative website  for more 
information.) In future issues we hope to tell more of 
the early history and to introduce members of RAFT.  

Anne Boyd

Churches Page

Our  congrega t ion ,  s ince 
the beginning of this year, has 
been meeting together with 
Boronia Road Uniting Church 
congregation, every first Sunday 
of the month.

One such shared gathering was on Easter Sunday 
morning.  It may seem a long time ago now, but 
the experience is worth sharing. We all met at the 
Arboretum at 6.30 am and shared in a service led by 
Rev. Ann Scull, based on the Easter Story of the miracle 
of Love’s resurrection which continually happens in 
spite of anything that can be thrown at it or done to it!  

We gathered around an open fire place, especially 
prepared for this Easter occasion, and cooked our  bread 
and fish, just as they would in Palestine. Delicious!  
With specially selected herbs and spices prepared by 
Ann and her husband Joe, who, on their ‘holidays’, have 
been visiting Palestine for a number of years. They now 
help out, generally, Palestinian Christians in whatever 
capacity is required of them.  In fact, as this is being 
written, Ann and Joe are over there now.  As you can 
imagine, they always have many interesting experiences, 
and come back with amazing stories of amazing people 
putting up with amazing circumstances.

So, our congregation has been blessed with this 
arrangement and are very grateful to Boronia Road 
people for accepting us and treating us as ‘one of the 
family’.  We very much enjoy each other’s company.  

In between times, we continue to meet as a Lay 
Ministry congregation at 10.00 Sunday mornings, 
where anyone is more than welcome to join us, or, at 
Boronia Road Uniting, 10.00 am first Sundays of the 
month.

Pat Rivett 

Love Feast at Easter

I’m Karina, a resident of Knox. Every day, I grow in 
appreciation of this beautiful area, and I am becoming 
especially fond of the mix of country and city life. 
I am originally from Campbelltown, yet moved to 
South Gippsland many years ago, just about when the 
Olympic Games took place! I attended an Anglican 
Church in a suburb of Sydney as a child, and then went 
on to involvement in a church in South Gippsland.

We all have both positive and negative experiences 
of relationships as we grow; we are also sometimes 
taught that God is an angry God. I testify to the truth 
however, that His anger is toward evil and that He loves 
the world so much that He gave His only Son for us, so 
that everyone who believes in Him can have eternal life! 

For me, Jesus came in way of encouragement and 
comfort, something I have in both a church family 
context, yet also, as I’ve journeyed further into 
understanding the Bible, worshipping with other 
seekers. I now enjoy the reality of a loving God who 
never leaves my side.  There is nothing like finding 
true purpose, in knowing you’re created to know and 
be known by Love Himself.

Meet Karina, trainee minister at RAFT

Over the years, especially during my later teens, I 
began to see the goodness of God unfold in my own 
life and those around me. It became more and more 
apparent, that working as a part of a ministry, could be 
both a great joy for me and a great blessing to know that 
I am helping to encourage and walk alongside others.

In saying all of this, as Trainee Children & Families 
Minister in RAFT Anglican Church, I love nothing 
more than to help others connect with God. We run 
Playgroup on a Tuesday (10-11:30am) and Mainly 
Music on a Wednesday (9:30-10:45am) during school 
term, for a low cost. 

Please feel free to give me a call on 9764 2573, if you 
would like to bring your child or grandchild to one of 
these groups. Otherwise, come along and enjoy some 
time with us on a Sunday at either 8:30am, 10:30am 
or 5:00pm.

Blessings,
Karina Winch
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Shopping for wisdom
Waiting

Have you read Beckett’s ‘Waiting for Godot’? If you 
have, well that’s a good effort. If not, don’t rush – it’s 
all a bit drab – an episode between two old snoozers 
waiting for something that is obviously not going to 
happen. And that’s precisely what happens. Nothing! 
That’s it. There are all sorts of theories about the 
deeper meaning of the work, however, I suggest that 
it is simply a comment on the human condition and 
the futility of waiting for something better, rather than 
making something better happen. I could be wrong. 
That’s happened before – once or twice! 

As a child I had to wait for my sweets until I had 
eaten all of my vegies, including cabbage for goodness 
sake! I had to wait till everyone had finished dinner 
before leaving the table. I had to wait till 6:00am 
before I could open my Christmas presents. I had 
to wait half an hour after eating before I could go 
swimming or I would no doubt drown. I waited for 
two years to start school after my older sister wandered 
off with her school bag in hand for the first time 
leaving me to play alone with a maladjusted Jack 
Russell cross. Now that’s a lot of waiting. So as we 
mature are we conditioned to wait?

As a grown–up person I still find myself waiting for 
things to happen. A celebration, a parcel delivery, a 
holiday, a dinner with friends, an email response. I 
wait in line at the supermarket, or for a train that’s 
running late. I wonder just how much of my life has 
been spent waiting for the little green man to tell me 
I can cross the road when there is no evidence of a 
car in sight. I could have written ‘War and Peace’ in 
that time.

You might say, ‘well, it all depends on what you are 
waiting for and what you are doing in the meantime’, 
and I would say ‘Yeah, that’s fine, but I don’t see much 
evidence of that. I don’t recall seeing anybody with 
oil paints and an easel on the corner of Alpine and 
Station Streets’. We seem to spend more of our lives 
anticipating and waiting for something to happen 
rather than understanding and relishing the moment 
at hand? It’s a bit like spending your holiday looking 
through a smartphone camera and waiting to see it 
when you get home. We miss the moment. I really 
hope no treasury official ever does a cost benefit 
analysis on living. He’d find a bucket of waste. I 
reckon, just like the East/West link, we could all be 
in a spot of bother! It doesn’t stack up!

Peter Stagg

Waiting for a drop
Parcel’s overdue
A pair of happy socks
For the second time today 
I check the rusty letter box 
Yellow Postie flashes by 
Not bothering to stop
I climb the drive ungraciously
Still waiting for a drop

A rumble in the distance
Signifying rain
Summer’s been a long one
Our trees have felt the pain
A northerly comes rushing in 
No sign of clouds atop
I climb the yard impatiently 
Still waiting for a drop

The TV’s advertising
Bills are overdue
The moon has long been rising
There’s one more thing to do
A little scotch will seal the day
As I unscrew the top
The bottle’s dry
I climb the stairs
Still waiting for a drop

Peter Stagg 2018
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‘Much more than a pleasurable pastime’
Knox Community Gardens

Thirty-four years ago Knox City’s landscape architect, 
Mr Dick Dare said, ‘The gardens will allow residents 
in flats and small units with (without) room to grow 
produce, to enjoy a pleasurable pastime. One of the 
principal themes of these gardens is to give Knox citizens 
a chance to take part in educational experiences in 
horticulture associated with vines, fruit and vegetables’. 
Knox Sherbrooke News 12 June 1984.

A brief history of the site: it is said that the land was 
donated by the pioneer Dinsdale family.  In July 1984 
a Commonwealth employment program established the 
gardens as a co-operative with 62 plots allocated. Also in 
1984, 1500 Shiraz and Chardonnay vines were donated 
by Noarlunga, Knox’s sister vineyard in South Australia.

The garden is in Dinsdale Ward and was originally 
named Dinsdale Reserve. It was one of the first 
community gardens in Melbourne and at present is 

the largest in size. There are now 131 plots and 170 
members, plus beekeepers. There is an affiliated ‘Seed 
Savers Group’ .

Members pay rental for a plot. The site is leased from 
Knox Council and the council manages the roads and 
facilities. Members produce seasonal vegetables, fruit, 
flowers and herbs. 

The garden provides many benefits aside from 
growing plants, such as a chance to disengage from 
other situations in one’s life, or opportunities to 
share knowledge of plants and seeds. Socialisation of 
younger and older generations and people from diverse 
backgrounds combines with the health benefits of 
home-grown clean food (no food miles).

There is a table for a food swap; some members barter 
their crops. An orchard of 150 trees is a shared resource 
of fruit to make jams and preserves. Educational 
support and advice is available for new members. Club 
rooms and toilets are on site.

Community groups such as Boronia library’s growers 
group, and Gardens for Harvest, are welcome. Eastern 
Ranges school has five raised plots on site for students 
to participate in gardening activities. Bunnings is also 
involved with the Knox Community Garden.

On the day I visited, I met John and Sharon Wood 
planting garlic on their plot. They are very happy with 
their involvement with the garden. I was lucky enough 
to leave with some freshly picked rhubarb and leeks. A 
family member made rhubarb and apple crumble and 
I plan to cook leek and potato soup.

There are so many benefits available to members or 
to those who just walk through. As I left, I looked up 
to the mountains and across the gardens around me 
and was overwhelmed by the experience.

Knox Community Garden. President, Susan Laukens 
0490 970 722

Growville Gardeners
This is another group  of gardening enthusiasts who 
would like to share their knowledge and interests. With 
the occasional guest speaker and in-house garden, there 
is lots to do and discuss. Growville Gardeners meet on 
the second Tuesday of the month. Everyone welcome. 
Free event.
Where: Rowville Library, Stud Park Shopping Centre, 
Stud Road, Rowville
Time: 11:30am to 12:30pm 
Tel: 9800 6443

knoxcommgardens@gmail.com
Open daily to late afternoon. There is a membership 

fee and an annual plot fee (pensioner discount 
available).

Entrance: 254 Scoresby Road Ferntree Gully
Alice Collins

Editor’s  note: Knox City Council is currently reviewing 
the use of the Community gardens/vineyard site with a view 
to making the best of this important public open space.  
See the minutes of Council, 28 April 2018.

The Basin ‘Food is Free’ Project
After two years of lobbying, the Basin ‘Food is Free’ 
project and Community Garden has now become a 
reality, with the generous help of the Salvation Army 
who are allowing the project to use some of their 
land on the corner of Liverpool Road and Mountain 
Highway.

The project organiser Michael Johnson says, ‘It’s 
estimated that around 700 homeless people call the 
Dandenongs home, and the added pressure on families 
to make ends meet with rising power costs etc., is seeing 
a lot of people not being able to afford delicious fresh 
fruit and vegies’. 

 So the main aim of the project is to have a food 
‘forest’ where anyone in the community can wander 
down and pick fresh fruit and vegetables when ripe 
or in season.

A key part of the Food is Free program will be a 
community garden with 20 plots where people can pay 

$100 per annum to rent a plot and grow fresh fruit and 
veggies for themselves. Community gardens are well 
known for bringing people together from all walks of 
life to share gardening techniques and, of course, the 
huge variety of crops grown by different cultures.

When renting a plot you will need to agree to spend 
a minimum of two hours per month in the Food is 
Free ‘forest’ as this part of the project can’t happen by 
itself. The organisers would also like to encourage any 
member of the community to be involved, even if they 
spend just 10 minutes work a week in the Food is Free 
area. You can also be involved by donating money or 
other usable gardening products. 

Have a look at the Go Fund me Page  www.gofundme.
com/the-basin-food-is-free-project or contact through 
Facebook @ The Basin Food is Free project and 
community garden  or email tbbyard@gmail.com

Volunteer with KES
By joining the Knox Environment Society (KES) you 
volunteer  with like minded environmentally conscious 
individuals.  You also have the opportunity to support 
and learn about programs and projects that follow their 
environmental principles and values in action, such as 
Knox Council’s ‘Gardens for Wildlife’ .

KES is located in the parkland opposite the Ferntree 
Gully Library, entry off Burwood Highway, Melways 
reference 74 A5. The Nursery is usually open on 
Thursdays, 10.00am to 4.00pm and  Saturdays  and 
Sundays 10.00 am. to 1.00 pm

22

Ferntree Gully News June 2018

Environment Page 



Stories create our future
‘They enable us to face an uncertain world with 
optimism, resolve, hope and creativity’. (Morris 
Gleitzman)

No doubt local writer Liz Miller, whose first novel 
No Freedom for the Heart is just published, would agree.  
Her readers certainly would.  

The book tells the story of two couples, one from Italy 
and the other from Ireland, who settle in Oakleigh in 
the 1940s.  By the 1980s, the main period of the story, 
their children are finding their feet – or otherwise – in 
the local scene, university or work, and moving out  to 
the Dandenongs and further afield.  

Liz, a teacher  now living in Upwey, says she has 
been working on the novel for many years.  ‘It kept 
drawing me back’.   As it does the reader – with its 
mix of ‘voices’,  reflection on  themes of  difference, 
decisions and choice. Whole sections are page turners. 
The action and dialogue carry the story along through 
set piece scenes like two teenagers missing the last train 
and walking home from Caulfied through deserted 
suburban streets;  or a rough night at the Oakleigh 
Tavern, or  later on, renovating  a big old house in the 
Dandenongs (where exactly) …

E M Miller, No Freedom for the Heart, is published 
by Sid Harta Publishers, ISBN 978 1 921030 84 
0, $24.95. Available from Dymocks and other big 
bookshops including  Book Barn in Belgrave.

Anne Boyd
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‘The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single 
step’ (Chinese philosopher Lao-Tzu, 604–531BC).That 
first step leads to walking, the cheapest form of exercise 
and one beneficial to body and mind.

And where better to begin than around the Gully, 
taking in the delights of birdsong and the seasons’ 
constantly changing palette. Don’t forget your camera!

The 1000 Steps at Upper Ferntree Gully may be 
a little challenging at first, but there are many other 
gentler options for walking, either on one’s own or in 
the company of others.

The website knox.vic.gov.au/walking has contact 
details of groups which meet on various days of the 
week, for walks ranging from Boronia to Westfield 
Knox. Some are promoted by the Heart Foundation. 
The Mountain District Learning Centre also lists 
walking groups at mdlc.com.au.

Knox City Council has a comprehensive list of 
walking groups in its current Over 55s publication 
Zest4Life (May-August 2018), available from local 
libraries.

Victoriawalks.org.au is a most comprehensive website 
with tips on topics such as walking with children and 
dog friendly walks. There is also a download called 
‘MapMyTown’: a resource for communities to build 
their own maps to promote walking (and cycling).

Ferntree Gully News has published a brochure on 
three walks around Ferntree Gully: From Bush to 
Town, Wildlife Walk and Community Connections. 
See ferntreegullynews.com

Knox U3A walking groups are listed on their website 
u3aknox.org.au

Knox Historical Society at Ambleside has a Heritage 
Walk publication which would be an inspiring source 
of more places to ramble. home.vicnet.net.au/~khsinc

Walking: your chance to meditate, rejuvenate and 
appreciate the beauty of the Gully.

Bev Mills

Walking in the Gully

I inherited from my mother a large box of unsorted 
family history: documents, photographs, postcards etc.,  
which I have been slowly shifting through. The oldest 
item is a copy of my great great grandfather’s marriage 
certificate ‘Solemnized in the District of Bourke, Colony 
of Victoria’, 25 June 1856. It describes him as a 25 year- 
old bachelor, general carrier, born in Kingston, Jamaica.

His grandson, my grandfather, married my 
grandmother in Melbourne in September 1917 during 
World War One and among my mother’s possessions are 
two postcards sent to the newlyweds from the Western 
Front:

France 5.11.17
Dear Doris and Phil, 
a card to wish you both 
a  Merr y  Xmas  and 
Bright and Happy and 
Prosperous New Year – 
and may you have many 
such. Your affect bro 
Walter.

Random pieces

But my favourite find is a beautiful handmade 
birthday/love card sent to my great grandmother, Esther 
Solomon on her eighteenth birthday. It reads ‘Wishing 
Miss Solomon many happy returns of the day, February 
23rd 1878’. But it is unsigned. So who sent it? Was it 
her future husband, Joe? Or did she have as she claimed 
another suitor? The mystery remains.

Judith O’Donnell is a Ferntree Gully resident

Nov 23rd 1917
Dear Phill, Just a line to wish you and Doris every joy 
in your wedded life. I only got the news lately. I am still 
enjoying a soldier’s life and so far have not been hit. Having 
a well-earned spell at present. Kind regards to all. Your old 
friend Syd Joseph.

My mother was born the following August during 
the last few months of the war and my grandfather sent 
the following telegram to his ‘bro’ on leave in London; 
‘DORIS GIRL LOVE – PHIL’ I am uncertain how 
this telegram ended up with my mother but what is 
remarkable is that a telegram sent in the midst of a 
world war and written on the thinnest and flimsiest of 
paper should still exist, in almost perfect condition, a 
hundred years later.



As a 16 year-old boy in 1985, Dave Munn could never 
have imagined what life had in store for him career-wise.  
He wanted to be a carpenter. His keenness to work saw 
him offered a job as a gardener at the Ferntree Gully 
Cemetery. Three months later his boss left, and Dave, then 
17, found himself appointed as sexton of the cemetery. 

The word ‘sexton’, like ‘sacristan’,  derives from old 
French and Latin and referred to the custodian of sacred 
objects. The sexton has traditionally been the caretaker 
of a church or a municipal property. This often included 
the care of a cemetery.

While excited at the promotion and the sudden wage 

rise, Dave was also very aware of the huge responsibility. 
As he says, ‘I had no idea what to do, so I had to grow 
up quickly.’

He not only had to tend the gardens and mow the 
lawns. As sexton, he was responsible for the general 
maintenance, the digging of graves, administrative work, 
meetings, arranging of funerals and providing advice to 
relatives of the deceased.  He found himself part of a huge 
network consisting of funeral directors, church people, 
council staff, stone masons, fencing contractors, people 
from the community and most importantly, people 
grieving their loved ones.  He found himself dealing with 
sad, stressed and traumatised people.  While he treats all 
tasks as important, his focus has always been on people. 

‘Everyone can dig a hole,’ he says, ‘but not everyone 
can do a job like this’. After a moment he adds, ‘It’s the 
people who come here. It’s understanding their grief. 
It’s comforting them and helping them deal with their 
feelings of grief.’

He appreciates that the grief of others is not his grief. 
He understands the importance of being with the person 
in their grief but also separating himself from the grief 
itself, not in a callous way, but in a caring way. If he 
couldn’t do this, he’d not be able to continue in his job. 
As he says, ‘These people come back. They come to visit 
their loved ones.’ He wants to be there for them.
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Matthew Bates and ‘Janiesleigh’
One of the early settlers on this property was Matthew 
Glassford. He was a potato merchant from Melbourne 
who moved to the area in the 1880s and owned Oakbank 
Farm at Belgrave and Janiesleigh at Upper Ferntree Gully.

He was a notable breeder of Welsh ponies. He named 
Janiesleigh after his wife, whose original full name 
was Jane Johnstone Stephenson and not Jane Leigh as 
reported in some references. However, it was likely that 
she was called Janie. Matthew Glassford died in 1914, 
aged 78.

Matthew Burns Bates purchased part of the Janiesleigh 
Estate in 1915. He was also known to have operated 
the Janiesleigh Tea Rooms during the 1920s. Over the 
following 20 plus years, Matthew Bates purchased and 
sold adjacent blocks and created an easement which 
became known as Bates Avenue.

Matthew Bates was born at Stanley, Tasmania on 
28 September 1867. He married Susan Jane Fynes at 
Penghana, Tasmania on 2 May 1895. The couple had 
seven children, the first four being born at Penghana and 
Queenstown in Tasmania.

Their only son (child number three), Alfred Alexander 
Bates was born at Queenstown on 20 January 1899. 
Like many of his generation, he enlisted for World War 
One in 1917. He served with the 44th AIF Battalion. 
Unfortunately he was severely gassed and returned to 
Australia in very poor health. He was admitted to the 

The Bates grave in Ferntree Gully cemetery is now cared for only by the 
sexton, Dave Munn and staff.

Military Hospital at Caulfield but died of 
his war-related condition on 18 December 
1920 aged just 21. His death notice in The 
Age of 21 December 1920 confirms that the 
Bates family were residing at Janiesleigh. 
Alfred Bates was buried at the Ferntree 
Gully Cemetery on 20 December 1920. He 
is buried in the Church of England section.

In 1921, another child Edna Bates died 
at Janiesleigh aged three months and was 
buried with her brother Alfred at the 
Ferntree Gully Cemetery.

The Bates family left Janiesleigh around 
the late 1930s. During all the time the Bates 
family lived at Upper Ferntree Gully, they 
also owned a laundry at 434 Chapel Street 
Prahran. Matthew Bates died at Prahran 
on 5 September 1943 aged 75. His wife, 
Susan, died at Boronia on 24 November 
1977. She was aged 97. Both are buried 
at Ferntree Gully Cemetery, Church of 
England section.

The last resting place for their other children, Mrs 
Margaret Eginton (formally Mrs Smith), Miss Jessie 
Bates and Mrs Jean Harrison, is also the Ferntree Gully 
Cemetery. Mrs Margaret Eginton died on 26 December 
1988 at Upper Ferntree Gully, Miss Jessie Bates died at 
Preston on 27 September 1979 and Mrs Jean Harrison 

died at Yea in March 1986. There is an impressive 
headstone on the Bates grave at the cemetery.
(This account, researched by  Glen Turnbull was first 
published in The Knox Historian, the newsletter of the Knox 
Historical Society, December 2017.)

Profile: Dave Munn, sexton of Ferntree Gully cemetery

Continues on page 25
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Learning by doing
There were no courses in the days Dave began at the 
cemetery.  He was self-taught and he quickly developed 
the required skills. When courses were available, he not 
only undertook them in grief management, horticulture 
and excavation, he also helped devise them. In 1998, 
when the course developers at Kangan Batman TAFE 
College needed resources to set up a course in cemetery 
work, they turned to him. It was his knowledge and 
experience on which they based the course.  

He also learnt from his mistakes. In 1988, when he was 
digging a grave, it collapsed. He was buried chest deep 
in soil. Gradually, and with the help of a colleague, he 
extricated himself. But he was determined that no one else 
would ever experience such a terrifying and potentially 
fatal event. He instituted safety procedures. There’s never 
been another grave collapse.

When Dave began work at the cemetery, 80 out of every 
100 graves were dug by hand. Now the excavators do them 
unless space is so limited the machine doesn’t fit. Two, 
sometimes three people are involved. While one digs the 
other observes and takes a break. Then they swap roles. 

The Ferntree Gully cemetery has some 8500 graves 
and cremation niches. There is now no more room for 
ground burials except for 2000 plots which have already 
been purchased. Dave is proud of the new walls of South 

Australian granite that house the niches for cremated 
remains. Beautifully polished they are topped to the shape 
of the hills above.  It is within these walls that interments 
are now held, unless there’s a pre-purchased ground plot.

As well as the bereaved people who come to bury and 
visit their loved ones’ graves, Dave’s concern extends 
further. For him a cemetery is about the personal and it’s 
about community. It holds a history important to all. It’s 
in the cemetery you find the stories of the people – of 
the young who died before their parents, from disease, 
accident or war; of early settlers, with their pioneering 
ways; of migrants who brought and shared their many 
talents in horticulture and the arts. All contributed to 
community. And as Dave points out, the cemetery holds 
not only aspects of death but also many aspects of life. 

For instance, early graves indicate that people rarely lived 
beyond 65 years. Current graves however show a life 
duration to 85 years and longer. 

Running a cemetery is long, hard work.  Dave 
appreciates the support of council and the trust they place 
in him.When he needs assistance he calls the council. 
They send Aaron Lovell. Aaron began helping out in the 
cemetery some 20 years ago during his school holidays. 
He gradually took on more work until he completed his 
schooling, qualified in horticulture and obtained work 
with the council. The annual pruning of the rose garden 
alone, takes at least four weeks, so assistance is essential.  

Dave is keen to let it be known that the cemetery is 
self-funded. Not one cent comes from the ratepayers. 
Instead costs are covered by charges for services.

Another of Dave’s accomplishments is the openness of 
the cemetery. Until 28 years ago the cemetery was locked. 
Dave suggested a three month trial, opening the gates 
to give people the opportunity to visit the cemetery at 
times convenient to them. The gates are still open. And in 
another development the front gates are currently being 

replaced with bollards. Dave smiles with satisfaction and 
proclaims, ‘Now people will not only have open access 

but they’ll also have an open view into the cemetery as 
they walk or drive past.’ He believes the ‘cemetery must 
be open. It must be a welcoming and inviting place – a 
haven for all.’ 
Timing is another aspect important to Dave. He’s noticed 
how often grieving people feel they must organise a 
funeral quickly. He advises them to take their time, to 
plan for what they need and want. ‘After all,’ he adds, 
‘the person who has passed is not going anywhere.’ And a 
little extra time can bring about a funeral that is fulfilling 
and meaningful for all.

Preparation is also important for those wishing to plan 
their own funerals. He’s happy to assist and advise and 
he’s often noticed the relief when someone sets up their 
plan. They know that when they go their loved ones will 
be able to proceed, knowing that they are doing exactly 
what is wanted. He sums up his ideas admirably. ‘For the 
living, prepare; for the grieving, take time.’

In a corner of the Ferntree Gully cemetery is a plaque, a 
seat and a space for the parents who lost a baby pre-birth 
or at birth. Such losses were once not acknowledged. Now, 
in a quiet place, these parents are acknowledged and, if 
they wish, they can come to sit and remember. 

In the past another group of people who were 
unacknowledged were those too poor to pay for a 
burial. They were buried, their graves unmarked. Now, 
in the cemetery there’s a designated place, with a plaque 
remembering them.

Such special places are testament to the inclusion of 
all. As Dave Munn says, ‘Everyone buried here in this 
cemetery has contributed to the community in their 
own special way. They all deserve our acknowledgement.’ 

It’s clear the duties of a sexton are extensive and 
profound. For the last 33 years, Dave Munn, the Ferntree 
Gully Sexton, has undertaken the duties assiduously.  He 
has realised an extensive vision for the community. It’s 

a vision encompassing acknowledgement and inclusion 
for all. It’s a vision of life and death in its many forms, 
shapes and stories.

Teresa Cannon

Continued from page 24

Ferntree Gully News June 2018

‘...a cemetery is about 
the personal and it’s 
about community.’

A cemetery must be a 
welcoming and inviting place

– a haven for all.’

It’s a vision of life and death
in its many forms,

shapes and stories.
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‘Every mountain top is 
within reach if you just 
keep climbing’ Barry 
Finlay
It’s no secret that 
I do like my daily 

inspirational quotes, 
they serve as ever present 

reminders of all that a person can 
achieve if they simply set their mind to it. 
None more so than this inspiring quote 
from Barry Finlay, accountant turned 
philanthropist, who set out to raise funds 
for children in Tanzania by climbing Mt 
Kilimanjaro and ended up changing his 
life.

Diana Roggenbucke

Financial Fitness Bootcamp
If you need help getting control of your finances to 
reduce the stress and worry of living pay cheque to pay 
cheque, don’t miss this FREE seminar. Learn about 
budgeting, debt management, savings and lots more.
When: Tuesday 26 June from 6.00pm to 7:30pm
Where: Ferntree Gully Library. Bookings essential. 
9800 6455
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Free Translating Service
The Australian Government Department of Social 
Services offers a free translating service for anyone 
who is staying permanently in Australia to have their 
important documents translated into English for free. 
To check your eligibility and apply go to: https://
translating.dss.gov.au/en or for more information call: 
1800 962 100

EACH – 1300 003 224
Family Tree of Life
For families of school aged children.  The Tree of Life 
is a group that aims to celebrate each child and family’s 
strengths. Families can explore their unique qualities 
and stories in a fun and creative way. 
Where: Boronia Road Wantirna site, unit 1/603 
Boronia Road, Wantirna 
When: Wednesdays 4 July 2018
Time: 10:00am – 11:30am 
Cost: $10

Writing for Wellbeing
Writing for Wellbeing is a group that aims to explore 
ways that writing can foster a sense of wellbeing, 
increase mindfulness and support personal growth. 
Where: Patterson Street, Ringwood East site,
75 Patterson Street, Ringwood East
When: Wednesday 6–27 June 2018
Time: 10:00am – 12:00 noon
Cost: $10

Well Women’s Clinic
The Well Women’s Clinic is a bulk billed and 
confidential service that provides medical services, 
information and education to all women on sexual 
and reproductive health care. Expert staff can assist 
in areas including: contraception; breast checks; pap 

smears; women’s reproductive health; menopause 
advice; pregnancy testing and counselling; STI testing, 
treatment and referral. Doctor’s appointments are bulk 
billed and nursing at no charge. 
Where: 75 Patterson Street, Ringwood East
When: Monday to Wednesday

Aboriginal Health and Wellbeing
Aboriginal Health Facilitators are available to assist 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community 
members to access the health and community services 
they need. Services include: advocacy, referral to 
mainstream and Aboriginal services and programs, 
access to transport, equipment and specialists for 
individuals experiencing chronic health issues and who 
qualify for the CCS program.  
All referrals must be made through EACH intake  1300 
003 224

Peninsula Hot Springs Pamper Day
Are you an unpaid carer supporting a person with 
autism spectrum disorder, intellectual disability or 
mental illness? Do you live in the Eastern Metropolitan 
area of Melbourne?
If the person you are caring for does not have an 
NDIS approved plan, EACH Mental Health Respite 
for Carers program invite you to enjoy a fully funded 
pamper day at Peninsula Hot Springs, bathing, massage 
and lunch included. Places are limited, priority will be 
given to those carers who have not previously attended 
an EACH funded Carer event. 
When: Tuesday 26 June 2018
Time: Departing at 9:00 am and returning approximately 
4:15pm 
(Transport can be discussed)
Please phone EACH Lilydale office on 9735 7900 
or email: respiteofcarers@each.com.au to register an 
expression of interest.

Knox Ratepayers Association
KRA is an advocate group for Knox ratepayers and is 
looking for new members to spread the word. Contact 
KRA Branch Secretary: Claudine 0407 583 782.  Their 
current topics of concern are:
•	 Changes to the Local Government Act
•	 Council complaints procedures
•	 Boronia Renewal Project
•	 Residential garbage charges
•	 Pet registration infringement costs
Where: Ferntree Gully Bowling Club
When: First Saturday morning of every month

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day Morning 
Tea
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD) is an 
annual day recognised by the United Nations and 
aims to raise awareness of this issue and encourages 
community to say ‘no’ to elder abuse. Please support 
this day by wearing purple and come along to the 
morning tea. 

When: Friday 15 June 2018
Time: 10.30am – 11.30am 
Where: Atrium, Knox Civic Centre 
Bookings essential: please call Linda Keenahan on 9298 
8828 or email: linda.keenahan@knox.vic.gov.au
Cost: Free

Bingo Day
Come along for a great fun filled afternoon of bingo 
including free afternoon tea. Prize money of up to 
$100 available. 
When: Thursday 21 June 2018
Where: Knoxfield 55 Plus Club. Carrington Park, 20 
O’Connor Road, Knoxfield
Time: 1.30pm – 3.30pm 
Cost: $2 Bingo: $2 per book 
Bookings essential: please call 9763 7944 (RSVP by 15 
June). Please leave a message with your details. 

Dinosaur Time Machine (School holiday 
fun) 
Buckle up and take a trip in a giant time machine to get 
up close and personal with a life-sized T-Rex! 
Dinosaur Time Machine incorporates up to date 
science and discoveries made about dinosaurs and 
the world that they lived in, and presents it in a fun 
and highly visual way, incorporating circus, puppetry, 
simple narrative and imaginative play in this unique 
educational theatre production, aimed at children 
aged 3–9. 
Where: Knox Community Art Centre.790 Mountain 
Highway, Bayswater
When: Tuesday 10 July 2018
Time: 11:00am – 11:55am
Cost: Adults $15, Child $12, Family (4 people) $45
For more information go to www.knox.vic.gov.au/kcac
For Community contacts column:
Knox Probus Club Rick Goss 9763 0193



Playtime
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Pavement tile from the Sarah’s Walk memorial installation 
in the Tim Neville Arboretum. Photo by Bronte Schofield.

Your community contacts
Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com

FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316,
playing at  Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides  Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information 
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087  
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Anne McPherson 9801 2771, fourth 
Mondays, Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association  9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677
Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup Kathryn 0430 163 702.
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457460313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed  
gullymenshed34@gmail.com
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm
Knox District Woodworkers Club Harry Deschepper 
9758 4849
Knox Environment Society Irene Kelly 9763 8069
Knox Exercise & Social Group. 
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays  1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary:  Ph 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library  10am-12pm Fridays and Saturdays 
0424 265 790
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027,
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garrey 0400 823 441, 
1st and 3rd Wednesday.
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-11.30am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday, 
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG  John Flemming 9758 6532,
Mondays 6.45pm 
U3A 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
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To Truly Change Your Life, You 
Must First Change Your Mind

Clinical Hypnosis Services
125 Station Street, Ferntree Gully
0401 909 941
www.sequencehypnosis.com.au
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We get around
Take Gully News with you on your travels and send us 
a photograph. 

Recently Ferntree Gully News team member, Beverley 
Mills,  visited family in Perth.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Friday mornings at 9 am  
ZUMBA GOLD 

Dance-fitness classes that provide 
modified, low-impact moves for 

active older adults- only $8 

 
UNITING CHURCH HALL 

6 THE AVENUE, FERNTREE GULLY 
Susan 0478 504 441 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Friday mornings at 9 am  
ZUMBA GOLD 

Dance-fitness classes that provide 
modified, low-impact moves for 

active older adults- only $8 

 
UNITING CHURCH HALL 

6 THE AVENUE, FERNTREE GULLY 
Susan 0478 504 441 

Advertising 
Advertise your business in Ferntree Gully News
Prices begin at $65 inc. GST for an ad size 60mm 
high x 80mm wide



Price: $199,500 excl. GST
Shop 15, 50 Dorset Square, Boronia

www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au
Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858

BUY YOUR OWN CAFÉ/
TAKEAWAY FREEHOLD
Excellent opportunity to purchase this ground 
floor retail lock-up shop. Fitted out as takeaway 
food/café and includes all fixtures & fittings, 
tables and chairs, cool room, and a variety of 
appliances. Walk in walk out. Located next door 
to K-mart, Australia Post and Newsagency/
Tattslotto and is walking distance to Boronia 
train station.

Agent:
John Katselas 0411 110 997
Ray Abley 0418 319 452 

Agents: Ray Abley 0418 319 452
Michael Jang 0417 288 899
John Katselas 0411 110 997  

Brand New & Own Street Frontage
New single storey home on a boutique block with its own street frontage 
is often sort but rarely found! Homes like this are especially appealing to 
the empty nesters, buyers wanting low maintenance homes and investors.  
Situated in a handy location with easy access to various regional and major 
shopping precincts including Knox Westfield. Most services are close 
including public transport, schools and hospitals making this property an 
ideal place to call home.
This low maintenance home features open plan living. Comprising a large 
and spacious kitchen with breakfast bar overlooking the meals, family and 
living area. The modern floor plan features the master with full ensuite and 
walk in robe, 2 generous bedrooms with built in robes, large family bathroom 
with toilet, tiles to wet areas, carpets to bedrooms, ducted heating, double 
garage with remote garage door, plenty of off street parking and so much 
more! Note: this property is wheelchair friendly.

Address: 2B Faraday St, Boronia
Price:  $700,000


