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Let’s hear it for the animals

Wallabies such as this one photographed
beside Lady’s Walk, are a familiar sight
to residents on the slopes of the foothills.
But the wallabies’ forest edge habitat is
threatened by growing urbanisation.
To protect species diversity and keep
the ‘bushy’ feel of Knox, the Council
recently approved a comprehensive
report on wildlife conservation (see
page 15).

The ‘feel’ of Knox was also the
theme of the Knox Festival with its
emphasis on activating all five senses.
Barbara Oehring’s photos (page 5 and
throughout) capture the sights and
sounds of this family friendly event in
the heart of Ferntree Gully.

Also in this issue:
Village News page 3
Anzac Day page 4
Sports page 11
Fire Safety page 12
Arts page 18
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What’s On pages 26-27
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From the editor
‘The local mirrors the global’ and with this autumn
issue we return to a familiar theme in Ferntree Gully
News: preserving diversity of species on the fringes
of the Dandenongs.
Knox Council recently produced a report setting
out policy to maintain a balanced environment for
animals, people, waterways, trees and plants (page
15). We may not be able to do much about the
decline of the Great Barrier Reef or the loss of forests
around the world but we can do little things here,
and these little things will grow. For instance, we can
join Gardens for Wildlife, or the Knox Environment
Society or the various groups who work to bring new
life to local waterways.
At the least, such actions are a source of hope. As
is another story of growth from small beginnings.
The annual Knox Festival this year attracted 25,000
people from across the region. In a small shaded
tent our photographer found a special lady, Luzia
Blochlinger, quietly knitting (page 24). Luzia is one
of the group of ‘Mountain Treasures’, who, with
local craft enthusiasts, held their first Craft Fair on
this site in 1974. That same group evolved into the
Mountain District Women’s Co-operative (now
Mountain District Learning Centre) whose reach,
like the Knox Festival, is across the whole district.
We welcome, in this issue, two new contributors.
Capt Sean Ettard (page 21) is from the FTG
Salvation Army and Hilton Jordon is senior pastor
at the Rowville & Ferntree Gully (RAFT) Anglican
church (page 20).
And may I say a special thank you to our
photographer Barbara Oehring for a wonderful
collection of photos in this issue.

Anne Boyd

Find Ferntree Gully online

The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing.
The newspaper website is ferntreegullynews.com
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District Learning Centre is mdlc.
com.au For news and events: ferntreegully.vic.au
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au

Contact us

Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056 (Tuesdays or leave a message)
Email: gullynews@gmail.com

Join us

If you would like to help, either with gathering or editing news,
stories and photos, managing advertisements or delivering the
paper, contact Anne Boyd 9758 8278 or John McMIllan 9758
4331, or call in at our office at No. 8 The Avenue, between
10.00am and 3.00pm.
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Aiming high at the Knox Festival

For your diary
March
25 Eggstravaganza – fun-filled family day page 27
25 U3A Craft Market – Easter crafts & Mothers’ Day
gifts page 19

April
1 Easter Sunday
8 Big Dreams Market Belgrave page 27
21 Relay for Life page 7
25 ANZAC Day Services page 4
23-28 World Book and Copyright Week page 17

May

Judy Wolff, librarian and former Gully News volunteer,
performing at Rucci’s circus show. Photographed by
Barbara Oehring at Knox Festival.

Advertising

Advertise your business in Ferntree Gully News
Prices begin at $60 inc. GST for an ad size 60mm
high x 80mm wide

New walkers wanted

We are currently looking for volunteers to deliver
Ferntree Gully News in Upper Ferntree Gully and
Mountain Gate.
Contact John McMillan 9758 4331 for zone maps and
briefing. The paper comes out six times a year and it’s
good exercise!

The Ferntree Gully News team

Ferntree Gully News first appeared in 2009. There are now
more than 50 volunteer walkers and an enthusiastic production
team in the office on Tuesdays.
Editor: Anne Margot Boyd 9758 8278
Office: Heidi Lighten, Mary Trinnie, Pam McConnell, Alice Collins,
John McMillan, Gavin Green, Judith O’Donnell, Beverley Mills.
Website: Meg Hellyer
Image editor: Gary Fevreau
Writers: Teresa Cannon, Graham Crichton, Peter Stagg, Gemma
Franks and others
Distribution Manager: John McMillan 9758 4331
Book-keeping: John Ford
Design and formatting: Dandystripes Design
Illustration: Pete Rowe
Photography: Barbara Oehring, Gary Fevreau and others
Community News: Lynn Brewster and Diana Roggenbucke
Printed by McPherson Media at Newsprinters
Published by Mountain District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully, 3156

11 Mothers’ Day Storytime page 17
13 Big Dreams Market Belgrave page 27
17 Eastern Community Legal Centre Exhibition page 17
24 Biggest Morning Tea page 17
31 Childhood Memories in Miniature page 17

Ferntree Gully News

A volunteer produced, bi-monthly, community newspaper
published by the Mountain District Learning Centre in
collaboration with the Ferntree Gully Village Traders Inc. The
paper aims to build and strengthen community in Ferntree
Gully by reporting on the stories and activities of people and
groups in the Gully.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are not necessarily
those of the supporting organisations unless acknowledged as
such. No endorsement of products and services is implied by the
listing of advertisers and sponsors. While every effort is taken to
print contributions accurately, the publishers take no responsibility
for errors.

Deadlines for copy & advertising

Issue
53 June
54 Aug
55 Oct

Copy due
11 May
13 July
7 Sept.

Distribution
1 June
3 Aug.
28 Sept.

email to gullynews@gmail.com
Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056 or contact MDLC 9758 7859
ABN 20 093 868 002

Village News
Comings & goings
Knox Council has recently issued or renewed leases in
the range of shops in Station Street formerly known
as ‘Quinns’. The Council purchased this site last year,
marking it out for a future community hub. In the
meantime leases are now renewed for existing businesses:
the Fish and Chip Shop, Ferntree Bakery and Tattoos.
New tenants are Knoxbrooke’s Basecamp and a Gift
Shop, while a Gymnasium is leasing the space of the
former SalvationArmy’s Op Shop (which has moved to
Upper Ferntree Gully).
Sam at IT WIFI invites readers to call in at 105 Station
Stret to see new services in printers and ink cartdges.
And we say farewell to David Terry and staff,
accountants in Alpine Street. They were a long-standing
business in the Village and a valued advertiser in Gully
News.
In Forest Road Captain’s America is no more and
work is proceeding to open Flame Trees Burger Bar –
see more on page 16.
Also opening in April will be Captain Stomp’s Records
selling a wide range of vinyl records.

Captain Stomp’s Vinyl Records

Music is an essential part of life. In February the Village
welcomed Mae Collard’s Music Studio. More music is
coming in April with the opening of a vinyl record
shop at 46 Forest Road. Discover the thrill of hearing
your favourite band with the full warm sound of vinyl.
Records range from rock to dance, jazz, blues and more.
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Councillor’s column

Knox is a great community and family municipality;
it is widely known as such. It is due to this that we as a
community must ensure our great facilities are usable
and appropriate for every member of our community.
Recently, we have unfortunately seen some
significant anti-social behaviour occur at Quarry
Park. Many residents from all over Knox and other
municipalities use this park during the hotter months
to have a picnic and a day out with their family. The
anti-social behaviour occurring at the park has led

to residents reaching out to me asking what can be
done about this. After raising this at the last council
meeting, I have had conversations with police and
the message is very clear, if behaviour is occurring
that is unsocial to the level of criminal, you must
call the police.
There have unfortunately been instances of glass
being smashed and left at the site, abusive displays
and even parts of the decking being set on fire. If you
see this behaviour, please call the police immediately.
They are aware of the situation, but need your help to
inform them of anything occurring at the site.
Quarry Park is a great family park and we need to
ensure that it is an appropriate area for families in the
future, so please contact the police if you do see any
unsocial or criminal activity occurring.

Dobson Ward Councillor
Jake Keogh

Coin Laundromat revamped
The Coin Laundromat located at 129 Station Street
opposite the Ferntree Gully Train Station has been
renovated by new owners.
Renamed ‘Empire Wash’ there’s a fresh and clean vibe,
with a comfortable ‘washing day’ atmosphere.
Empire Wash offers eight 6kg-speed Queen Washers,
and one extra large 13kg Dexter Washer for large items
such as doonas. There are six Huebsch 30kg Dryers

PC, Mac, Laptop + Printer

Shop 3/107 Station Street
Ferntree Gully

Repairs, Sales + Upgrades

Your local IGA community store

Seniors
Discount
087 Ferntreegully IGA A5 Postcard.indd 1

Great
Weekly
Specials

with different temperature settings and press options
to ensure delicate garments are well looked after. New
services include free WiFi, HD-TV, ceiling fan, new
soap machine and paypass coming soon.
Now with extended trading hours, closing at 10:30pm
7 days a week, Empire Wash offers the flexibility of late
night washing options while 24/7 CCTV ensures a
secure environment and peace of mind.

Home
Delivery

•
•
•
•

Troubleshooting
Computer Setup
Printer Setup
Email + Internet Setup

•
•
•
•

Data Backup + Recovery
Virus + Spyware Removal
Software Install
Ink Cartridges and Refills

109 Station St, Ferntree Gully

1300 489 434

10/09/14 3:47 PM

Ferntree Gully News April 2018

4

Community News

ANZAC Dawn Service in the Quarry Park
Ferntree Gully community groups and residents will
once again gather at dawn on 25 April for a service to
mark 103 years since the Anzac Cove Landings.
The reflection will remember especially Sergeant James
Head from Ferntree Gully, who landed on the beach in
the first wave. He died later that day.
The gathering will also honour all those who have
died in battle since then, and call to mind the grief of
those who have lost their loved ones.
Venue: Quarry Park, Quarry Road, Ferntree Gully.
Walks begin 5.30am. Please bring a torch or lantern.
Service in the park begins 6.00am
Options for parking: There is minimal parking at the
site but ample parking in and around Ferntree Gully
Village. Groups will assemble to walk from:

St John the Baptist RC Parish car park, 17 Forest Road.
Ferntree Gully railway station, Station Street side.
Follow guided walk to the site via Forest Road.
Refreshments after the service include:
St John the Baptist parish hall, Forest Road. Tea and
coffee provided by St Vincent de Paul Society members.
Bring food to share. All welcome.
Cafes in the Village open for breakfast on Anzac Day:
Around the Bend, 121 Station Street SALTE café,
9 Alpine Street. Rapture, 45 Forest Road and Two
Baristas, 101 Station St.
For more details contact Des Higginbotham at
Ferntree Gully Newsagency, Station Street. Tel. 9758
5013.

Raising the flag for Sorry Day
TR@K (Towards Reconciliation in Knox) is now
planning for the Annual Knox Flag Raising Ceremony
Sorry Day on Saturday 26 May.
In 2005, Sorry Day was renamed as National Day of
Healing for all Australians. Sorry Day was instituted in
1998 one year after the ‘Bringing Them Home Report’
was tabled in Federal Parliament. This Report was an
enquiry into the forced removal of children from their
families as a result of government policies.
Sorry Day is an opportunity for all Australians to
resolve to stand together in a spirit of appreciation,
reconciliation, healing and respect.
TR@K regards the Flag Raising ceremony as a most
significant event on the calendar for Knox residents.
We are very proud to be involved in this special
occasion. This year 26 May falls on a Saturday and we
hope that many families, freed from the usual weekday
commitments, will take up the opportunity to attend
at Knox Civic Centre.
The Flag Raising Ceremony is symbolic: it addresses
our hopes for a more just and inclusive future.
In the past the ceremony has introduced us to cultural
experiences of Aboriginal dance and music and smoking
ceremony. The official ‘Welcome to Country’ and guest
speakers have given us important insights into present

Ferntree Gully News April 2018

situations and ways we can all live together in harmony.
Students from our local schools have shared
their studies of Aboriginal culture and history.
We congratulate the schools for their outstanding
involvement, which has truly been much appreciated
by those in attendance.
Each year we received many positive comments from
those who attend the Ceremony. Last year an elderly
man said with delight, ‘I have learnt more this morning
about Aboriginal history and culture, than in my life
before today.’
We hope that this year you too can be part of the
event.
Where: Knox Civic Centre – 511 Burwood Highway,
Wantirna South
When: Saturday 26 May
Time: 10.30 am to 12.30 pm Free event. No bookings
necessary.
For further queries contact Felicity Smith, Access
and Inclusion Officer, 9298 8524 or Felicity.Smith@
knox.vic.gov.au

ANZAC Day Service
The 103rd anniversary of the landing at Gallipoli by
soldiers of the Australian and New Zealand Army
Corps, ANZAC Day 25 April, will forever be marked
as a significant part of Australian history.
The members of the Peace and Loyalty Masonic
Lodge will again conduct an ANZAC ceremony at
the Knox War Memorial, located at the Tim Neville
Arboretum, 98-106 Dorset Road, corner of Francis
Crescent and Dorset Road Ferntree Gully.
The ceremony will commence at 10.00am, Wednesday
25 April, ANZAC Day 2018.
The Knox War Memorial records the names of all
service men and women from the Knox municipal area
who paid the supreme sacrifice of giving their lives in the
armed conflicts in which Australia has been involved.
This will be the third year the members of the
Peace and Loyalty Masonic Lodge and associates have
conducted an ANZAC service on this sacred day and
have given an ongoing commitment to conduct a
service on ANZAC Day, into the future.
Members of the public are warmly invited to attend
this ANZAC service.
Floral tributes are welcome and may be laid.

Russell Hicken
Secretary, Peace & Loyalty Lodge

Community Bank
Knox Festival highlights
Held every year in early March the Knox Festival is a
great weekend at the Wally Tew Reserve, attracting
thousands from across the region.
The Knox Community Bank Group, Ferntree Gully
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Bendigo Bank are major sponsors this year.
These photographs by Ferntree Gully News
photographer, Barbara Oehring, reflect the moods of
this family friendly event.

Anthony Radisich with Page and dog Wesley having a rest
behind the library.

The Eastwood-Athanassiou Family gathered at the festival.

Supporting
your community
Fern Tree Gully Community
Bank®Branch
www.kcbg.com.au

Hurry 2018 Grant applications
closing soon
The Knox Community Bank Group each
year gives back to the community via
Community Grants. If your organisation
could use a little extra funding, application
forms are available from the Ferntree Gully
Branch 67 Station Street, Ferntree Gully.
Or at the Rowville Community Bank Branch
in Wellington Village Shopping Centre.
Applications close at 5pm on Thursday 29
March 2018
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Community News

Days for girls
People travelling around Erica Avenue in Boronia
recently will have noticed a hive of activity in the former
Aussie Disposals store.
A new venture, Days for Girls Charity Workshop
space and Here & There Makers social enterprise shop
has set up home in the rear half of 139 Boronia Rd.
Days for Girls is a feminine hygiene program
providing quality, sustainable solutions to girls and
women in need all over the world. Without access to
hygiene products in many countries in the developing

world, girls can miss up to eight months of schools
every three years and are much more likely to drop out
altogether. Days for Girls sews washable sanitary kits
designed to last upwards of three years, and distribute
these directly into communities in need. We also
provide reproductive health education and support
and train overseas communities to start their own
self sustaining micro enterprise supplying their local
community with DfG kits.

A new Probus Club for Knox area

Boronia Rotary’s 50th anniversary

Knox and surrounding areas have a brand new Probus
club: Wantirna South Probus. Anyone interested in
joining is invited to come along to the Wantirna Club
350 Stud Rd Wantirna on the 2nd Wednesday of each
month.
This is the first time in many years that a new club
has been formed in this area. Many existing clubs have
a waiting list for people to join and Probus South
Pacific has recognised the need to set up a new club.
Probus South Pacific has over 130,000 members across
Australia and New Zealand and plays an important
role in supporting retirees, especially those living in
their own homes.
Probus provides the opportunity to join a social
club to meet other retirees on a regular basis, listen to
interesting speakers and join together in activities. The
Probus motto is ‘Friendship, Fellowship and Fun’.
For further information contact Helen Dewar 0418
333022 or Chris Day 0418315902.
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Charity Golf Day
The Rotary Club of Boronia has for many years
conducted this major fundraising event in late February
each year. Funds raised have benefited both local and
international projects to assist those that are not as
fortunate as ourselves.
This year will be different as the event will be held on
Monday 30 April as part of the Club’s 50th anniversary
celebrations. The format of the golf played is Ambrose
and the entry fee is $60 per player which includes golf,
lunch and trophies.
With the support of many generous sponsors, about

Proudly sponsored by
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

The Ferntree Gully Chapter of Days for Girls was
started by Michelle Gates in 2014. Kit sewing days
were originally held in Michelle’s home, but as word
spread, larger premises had to be found: first Glengollan
Retirement Village and then the Ferntree Gully Guide
Hall. Michelle said ‘We are now really excited to open
a permanent workshop space so that more people can
get involved. We will have workshops three days every
week as well as one Saturday per month. The new space
will enable us to increase our kit production from
1200 kits per year to our goal of 2000. That is 2000
individual girls’ and women’s lives we can impact with
more dignity, education and opportunity.’
With Michelle’s drive and enthusiasm and the help of
volunteers and members of The Rotary Club of Boronia
(a long-time supporter of Days for Girls), the premises
have been transformed into a pleasant bright work area.
Here & There Makers is a social enterprise selling
zero waste, upcycled, fair trade and handmade
products made both locally and globally. All profit for
the enterprise will support the work of Days for Girls
Ferntree Gully Chapter.
Contact Michelle for further information on 0434
007 743 or michelle@hereandtheremakers.com or
ferntreegully@daysforgirls.org
Contact Glen Tippett on 0478 904 929 for
information on Rotary Club of Boronia.

Heather Anderson
Days for Girls volunteer,
Rotary Club of Boronia member

100 players will tee off at 8am at the Eastwood Golf
Club in Liverpool Rd, Kilsyth and enjoy a great fun day
out. After the golf, a buffet lunch is enjoyed as the fun
and fellowship continues in the clubhouse and many
players go home with trophies and prizes.
There are a number of sponsorship packages still
available that include for example - golf for 4 players,
lunch, tee signage, clubhouse display, recognition
during the day and more, for a very reasonable $500.
For more information on how you or your business
could benefit from being involved in this great charity
day, please contact either of the following golf day
organisers.
Players - Ken Barrett (M) 0408 682 244.
Email – barrek@bigpond.net.au
Sponsorships John White – (M) 0409 964 232.
Email- whitehouse41@bigpond.com

Community News

Partying with the Girl Guides
On Thursday 22 February over 120 Knox District Girl
Guides and their leaders converged on the Tim Neville
Arboretum to celebrate Robert and Olave BadenPowell’s birthdays. Robert and Olave Baden-Powell

founded Girl Guides and Girl Scouts over 100 years
ago and are still going strong.
The Knox Girl Guides had a fun-filled night with
birthday cake, ice blocking, sausage sizzle and becoming
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aware of our impact on the local environment.
Knox Girl Guides has vacancies in their Girl Guide
units in Ferntree Gully, Knoxfield, The Basin and
Wantirna Heights, for girls ages 5-18 years. For more
information about Girl Guides in Knox please email
knox@guidesvic.org.au

Knox Relay for Life
Supporting the Cancer Council of Victoria
Relay for Life has been running in communities across
Australia for 17 years and this will be the seventh
anniversary of the Knox Relay for Life.
The Hon. Alan Tudge, Federal MP for Aston, is a
proud patron of the event. He asks for community
support again this year:
‘Knox Relay for Life consists of teams who walk, jog
or run for 18 hours around the Knox Athletics Track.
Rest assured, you don’t have to do the whole 18 hours
yourself (although some people do!). Rather, your team
has to ensure that your team’s baton is being carried
for the entire duration. Teams gather sponsors and/or
raise money for participating. The Relay is also a time
to remember those who have been lost to cancer or are
in the process of having treatment or to celebrate with
those who have beaten cancer.’
The Relay for Life this year is again occurring at Knox
Athletics Track on Saturday 21 April 2018, starting at
4pm for the official opening and finishing on Sunday
22 April 2018 at 10am. The committee would like to
see a record number of teams and participants for their
seventh year.

Please consider registering a team from your
community to participate in the event. Alternatively,
you and your members would be very welcome to join
TeamTudge or just come down to the event for part of
the time and possibly throw in a few dollars.
You can find more detailed information and how to
register at Knox Relay for Life.

Ferntree Gully
Post Office
Deposits/Withdrawals from most Banks
Bill Payments for Rates/Water/Telstra/ATO
& many others
Passport Photos & Passport Interviews
Identity Checks for: Banks/WWC/Police/
Land Titles
Greeting Cards for all Occasions
Books & Toys for Children
Office Stationery/House Goods &
Confectionery
Smart Phones: Pre-paid Vouchers and
Accessories
Copy, Fax, Scan, Email & Print Services
Available
67 Station Street, Ferntree Gully
Open M-F 9-5. Sat. 9-12pm Ph 03 9758 7822
FTG Post Office
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Sponsored by
Mountain Gate
Business Association

Mountain Gate

Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre
Specials

‘Not all those who wander are lost’
The big globe of the earth in a sea of blue attracted
attention at the Knox Festival. Representing the
region’s chain of Helloworld franchisees, a cheerful team
did a great job fieldng queries and delivering travel tips:
• Start planning and research early
• The cheapst price is not always the best. Make
the most of the experts

•

Make sure you have the requisite insurance, visas,
vaccinations, etc. Helloworld can help you.
Local Helloworld travel experts are at shoppping
centres in Mountain Gate, Belgrave, Rowville and
Westfield Wantirna South.

Composting your food waste
is an easy way to reduce
waste in landfill, and fertilise
your garden at the same time.

Find out how to compost at
knox.vic.gov.au/waste

%
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Easter Hampers

When purchasing from participating
businesses you receive 1 free entry
into Easter Hamper Draw (12
Prizes) Drawn on Wednesday 28
March 2018

Composting. It’s not hard,
and great for your yard.
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March – May 2018

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday 24 March 10.00am - 12 noon
Outside Mountain Health, Shop 13

Mothers Day 13 May

When purchasing from participating
businesses you receive 1 free entry
into Mothers Day draw Prize:
$300.00 Mountain Gate Dollars (not
redeemable for cash)
Commences 18 April 2018 and drawn
10 May 2018
Sponsored by Mountain Gate
Business Association

DD

Sponsored by
Mountain Gate
Opportunity Shop

Community News

Congratulations to 105-year-old Phyllis
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Red Cross Calling
The Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross will be sitting
at the following places to collect for Red Cross:
Where: Ferntree Gully Plaza, Burwood Hwy, Upper
Gully
When: 29 March, 10.30am-2.30pm
Where: Boronia Junction Shopping Centre near
Woolworths
When: 27 March 10.30am-2.30pm.
(Our thanks to both the owners for supporting the
Red Cross Calling.)
Your support helps Red Cross to be there for people
at home and overseas, whether it’s standing by someone
as they recover from disaster, helping someone get to
hospital appointments when no one else is around, or
lending a hand to newly-arrived migrants.
New members for our group are always warmly
welcomed. Enquiries may be made to Maxine Lane on
0401 941 807 or after 5pm on: 9758-3087.

National Seniors Club

Phyllis May Wigglesworth with her husband Ernest
(dec,) and two children Terry (dec.) and Maureen
came out to Australia from Manchester, UK in 1948.
They lived for a short while in Burwood before
moving to Abbottsford. Phyllis took up employment
nearby at Ring Grip before securing work at Coles in
Bourke Street, Melbourne in the Women’s Clothing
Department. She eventually moved to live in Bayswater
to be near her daughter Maureen and family.
But Bayswater was not retirement. Phyllis kept her zeal
for work and got herself a job at the local fish and chip
shop where she became a very valued worker. Phyllis
worked extremely hard and just about ran the shop! In
summer particularly, she would arrive home exhausted
from the heat of the shop.
When Phyllis finally ceased working in the fish and
chip shop, she became heavily involved in the local
Opportunity Shop. There she progressed to the point
of being the one to open up the shop on a Saturday
morning!
At the age of 94 it was time to wind down a little!
Phyllis went into care at Amaroo Gardens Aged Care
in Ferntree Gully. Until the last couple of years she was
a very active resident there, taking part in craft, bingo,
singing, exercise and outings in the Amaroo bus.
Seven great-grandchildren (who all adore her) shared
in her recent birthday celebration at Amaroo.

The next meeting of the Knox Branch of National
Seniors will be held at the Knox Club on 28 March,
2018. Doors open at 10.15am for a 10.30 Start. The
Guest Speaker will be Dr Geoff Crawford of Topic Estate
Experts. Dr Geoff’s Company help people clear out
houses. They know what to do, how to do it and what
has value. Dr Geoff will also bring in some collectables
for us to look at.
Our meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of each
month at The Knox Club which is situated at the corner
of Stud and Boronia Roads, Wantirna.
Our guest speaker for February was Rob Dawson
from ‘Puffing Billy’ Railway. Rob talked about the
history of ‘Puffing Billy’. The organisation is mostly run
by volunteers. He also spoke about their Thomas the
Engine. When they want to use him they have to get
permission from Disney!
Our trip on the ‘Moonraker’ was a great success. With
the combined clubs we had about 70 people attend,
even more wanted to go. Everyone seemed to have a
great day, watching the Sea Gannets trying to compete
with the Dolphins in diving for the fish, and sailing out
to Chinaman’s Hat to see the Fur Seals. After the trip
a few ventured to the Rye Hotel for a welcome lunch.
Early in March we introduced a new Movie and
Lunch Club. Our first outing was to Waverley Cinema
to see a movie called ‘The Leisure Seeker’ staring Donald
Sutherland. Then onto Connections Café for a bite to
eat and a good chatter.
National seniors are a fun loving group of people aged
from 50 plus and new members are warmly welcomed.
Please contact the President John on 9778 6784 or
Rhondda on 0407 1045 70 for any further information
or just turn up.
Students’ work in the darkened room of their installation
at the Knox festival. Photo by Barbara Oehring.
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10 Community News
Improve your public speaking at Toastmasters

REGISTER
NOW!

Ferntree Gully Eagles Auskick
Friday Night - 6.00pm - 7.30pm
Picketts Reserve, Cnr Commercial Rd and Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully

Sunday Morning - 8.30am - 10.00am
Winderemere Reserve - Winderemere Drive, Ferntree Gully
Register @ www.aflauskick.com.au - search for Ferntree Gully Eagles Auskick

AFLAUSKICK.COM.AU

Photographed by Barbara Oehring at Knox Festival. Left to right: Beth Treacy, Malcom Brown (President)
and Elizabeth Conolly.
Dandenong Ranges Toastmasters club meets at the be over 17), the Toastmasters program continues to
Upwey Community Centre. This popular organisation offer training in speaking in a fun and supportive
environment.
now has over 16,400 clubs across many countries.
Toastmasters started in 1924 at the YMCA in Santa When: 2nd and 4th Wednesday at 7.15pm
Ana, California, as a way of helping young men to Where: Sherbrooke Family and Children’s Centre,
1443 Burwood Highway, Upwey.
improve public speaking and leadership skills.
Now worldwide and inclusive (though you must Contact: Malcom Brown 0437 966 717

Yogaplex and more in Upwey
Why bother travelling to Melbourne’s high-density
inner suburbs, when the very best in Body, Mind, Spirit,
and Yoga, is right here in Upwey, overlooking Ferntree
Gully and surrounds? The highly comprehensive classes
and Yoga Teacher Training at Yogaplex are second to
none and their 10 years plus of Spiritual Cinema and
Discussion every Saturday at 7pm continues to be an

awesome tool for ‘Awakening the Species’. Saturdays,
4.00-6.00pm feature ‘Satsang’ (Gatherings of Truth) to
fulfill the desire to ‘Know Who We Really Are’. They
also present social issues such as wi-fi in schools, smart
meters, councils, and much more.
Built 100 years ago as a Guest House and Cafe, the
derelict Magpie House building was restored in 2005
See www.MagpieHouse.com.au for details.

Banner painted by students of Upper ferntre Gully Primary School for the Knox Festival.
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‘Let me win. But if I cannot win, let me be brave in the attempt’

Athletes Oath
The last six months have been possibly my most
rewarding months with Special Olympics Australia
(SOA). After a few of my Melbourne Eastern Ranges
Bocce athletes were selected for the SOA National
Games in Adelaide this April 2018, I soon received
the best news of being selected Victoria Head Coach
to the National Games – where I will take 17 athletes
from different clubs in Victoria to the Adelaide games.
The photo shows the Victoria Bocce team selected
for the SOA National Games in Adelaide. These
Bocce athletes are from Melbourne Eastern Ranges,
Melbourne Southern, Melbourne Inner East and North,
Dandenong-Casey Titans, Echuca and Ovens-Murray
clubs. The photo was taken in January at a weekend
camp for team bonding, in preparation for the National
Games.

Michael Migliaccio

Tennis Knox
Tennis continues to flourish in Knox. With 15 clubs
across the municipality, there is a variety of locations,
court surfaces, programs and coaching for the over 4000
people who enjoy tennis every week.
In 2015 Tennis Knox won the John Newcombe
Award for the Most Outstanding tennis community
in Australia.
Tennis Knox welcomes all ages, abilities and labels
including beginners. Competitions are open to juniors,
adults, ladies and seniors in a variety of formats
including the new Fast4Tennis.
Clubs in Ferntree Gully are: Ferntree Gully (Glenfern
Road), Mountain Gate (Burke Road), St John’s (Brenock
Park Drive) and Windermere (Windermere Drive).
For more information see
tennisknox.org.au or on social media.

Wantirna South Tennis Club members on duty at the Knox Festival included Fiona Long with sons
Sam and Zachary.

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club
2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully
Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888
www.ftgbowls.com.au

Our Bistro is open

Come and join us for a meal at the
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

Ferntree

For lunch
Tuesday to Friday
12.00pm to 2.00pm
On Sundays
12.00 to 2.00pm
And for dinner
Tuesday-Sunday
from 6.00pm
Closed Mondays
Gully News August 2016
For bookings ring 9753 5888

12 CFA
Another summer with the CFA

Kitchen fires, a child severely burnt by a sparkler in a
bedroom fire and a relatively quiet summer bushfire
season (at the time of writing this article) have been
features of our summer season.
There is never a dull moment for our fire brigade in
Ferntree Gully.
House fires are always distressing for their owners
or occupiers. When fires involve severe burns to an
occupant, it is certainly even more distressing. Kitchen
fires, usually caused by leaving cooking oil or indeed any
cooking without supervision, are certainly preventable.
Never leave cooking unsupervised for any reason, even
if you intend to do so for only a minute or two. Always
turn the cooking off before you leave it, or check your
cook-top before leaving your home.
Sparklers can be very dangerous in the hands of
children. They should never be used inside of a building
and even when they are fully burned out, they can
be extremely hot and cause severe burns or set fire to
whatever they are placed on. Always supervise the use
of sparklers. A young person recently received severe
burns as a result of playing with a sparkler.
Community Safety
During January, we held three Community Bushfire
Meetings at Phillipa Avenue, Birdwood Avenue and
Koolunga Native Reserve. Altogether 79 people
attended the meetings and as a result are far better
informed about developing bushfire plans etc., it
unfortunately means that many residents did not attend
our meetings, which is rather disappointing. Many
people understand that they live in a dangerous bushfire
area but think that somehow their own property will
not be impacted by bushfire.
As the summer moves into autumn, we need to keep
in mind that we can still have really bad bushfire events.
Always be aware of the fire danger ratings and talk to
your family about your bushfire plans in case of such
an event.
Ferntree Gully CFA recently attended a community
event at Kent Park Primary School, and we will be
attending the Eggstravaganza Family Fun Day at
Ferntree Gully North Primary School on Sunday 25

March. Why not come and visit us at this event? We
will be happy to show you around our brand new Scania
Pumper as well as talk about smoke alarms, home
fire safety plans, and other matters that may concern
you. We have many years of experience amongst the
firefighters of our brigade.
If you would like a speaker from our brigade to talk
to your community group, then please contact us so
we can discuss your requirements.
Did you know that we also have a junior brigade
for young people of secondary school age? It is a great
way for young people to learn about fire safety and to
be able to actually learn how to develop responsibility
and practical skills.
Recruiting and training potential volunteer
firefighters
By joining our 100% volunteer brigade, you could
• Build your confidence and develop leadership
skills.
• Receive training that is accredited and recognised
around Australia.
• Learn skills and techniques that you could not
imagine that you could achieve
• (Many skills are transportable into your
employment).
• Learn first aid and emergency procedures.
• Develop emergency management and emergency
response skills.
• Develop new friendships.
• S-T-R-E-T-C-H yourself.
• Feel good about yourself by helping others in
their times of need.
Ferntree Gully CFA has been protecting our
community from fire for over 75 years. We are
recruiting potential firefighters, male or female, from
our community who would be available during some
days, working or school hours, Monday to Friday. Our
brigade is responsible for all types of fire prevention
and suppression within the Ferntree Gully area. We
attend hazardous material incidents, vehicle fires, assist
Ambulance Victoria, Victoria Police etc.

Contact Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade by emailing
info@ftgcfa.org.au
Recruiting can be completed online via the CFA
website.

Prepared by
Brigade Member Graham Crichton

Got a pile of tyres?

Environment Protection Authority Victoria (EPA) is
warning businesses and landholders of the hazards of
keeping piles of waste tyres.
Abandoned tyres form a breeding ground for vermin,
tyres can decay and contaminate soil and groundwater,
and a tyre fire generates toxic smoke and is difficult to
extinguish.
EPA regulations allow storage of waste tyres if you
have a genuine use for them, but urges you to dispose
of unused waste tyres in landfill or at a recycling facility.
See www.epa.vic.gov.au for advice on what’s legal, and
if you suspect someone is illegally stockpiling, dumping
or burning old tyres, call EPA’s 24-hour hotline on 1300
EPA VIC (1300 372 842).
Knox Council does not allow tyres to be put in hard
waste collection. Instead, you should take them to Knox
Transfer Station & Recycling Facility, at 251 George
St, Wantirna South.

Ferntree Gully fire brigade
A fully Volunteer CFA Brigade,
Dedicated to making Ferntree Gully
a safer place.
Fire calls 000

Notes from Knox Historical Society 13
John T Dobson – still puzzling historians

The Local History article in the December issue
of the Ferntree Gully News described John T
Dobson’s reaction to the Sapwell’s sly grog
activities. The story continues.
Helen Coulson in her valued tome, Story of the
Dandenongs reminds us that Dobson was an ardent
teetotaller who divided the community. Always divisive
and controversial, John Thomson Dobson was a selfmade man who contributed much to Ferntree Gully.
He established a 50 acre orchard, ‘Gifford’ on (now)
Burwood Highway opposite Dorset Road, exporting
apples, cherries, plums and pears to the Northern
Hemisphere. He built the Gully’s first Public Hall on his
land, then allowed Ferntree Gully State School to begin

teaching children there. His hall became the venue for
meetings of the newly created Shire of Ferntree Gully
and was also the venue for the Court of Petty Sessions.
His obituarist described him as kind, a man of principle
who resisted Council spending ratepayers’ money rashly,
blunt in speech, rough in manner … and a good hater.
A Berwick Shire Councillor from 1883 to 1888 –
when Ferntree Gully Shire was created – then the Centre
Riding representative till 1892, Dobson tried to sue
the Council in the Victorian Supreme Court over the
payment of Council moneys to fund a petition for the
creation of a fourth Riding necessitated by the increasing
population of the Shire. He lost and had to pay costs of
200 pounds – a monumental amount in 1892.
Fulsome in their praise, Dobson’s supporters took up a
collection and commissioned an illuminated testimonial
which was presented to Councillor Dobson at a lavish
banquet along with 60 gold sovereigns (60 pounds):
We, the ratepayers of the Shire of Ferntree
Gully, hearing with regret that you have
sustained a serious loss on the recent action
against the councillors of this shire for the unjust
appropriation of the shire funds have resolved to
assist you in bearing the costs which you have
been ordered to pay. We are fully aware that
the case was lost through no fault of yours, but
by a technical and trivial objection having been

raised, which at the time might have been easily
amended. We are fully convinced that the merits
of the case were all in your favour, and that by this
action you were working for the highest interests
of the ratepayers generally. We beg, therefore, to
express our continued and increasing confidence
in you as our representative, and as you have so
far fully served us in the past years we trust that
you may be long spared to represent ratepayers
of Ferntree Gully.
His opponents meanwhile were already organising to
defeat him at the next elections.
Latter day historians are puzzled by two events, both
of which would indicate a lingering disquiet about John
T Dobson:
Despite serving as President of Berwick Shire and
being elected to Ferntree Gully Shire he was never
chosen by other councillors to be Shire President.
The illuminated address (see page 23) was found
in a second-hand shop in Prahran in 1975 and was
purchased on behalf of the Knox Historical Society
and is now on display at Ambleside Park Homestead,
Olivebank Road, Ferntree Gully.

In memory of Albert Selman
An entry from the South Bourke and Mornington him ever foremost, and he took a leading part in
Journal (Richmond, Vic. : 1872-1920) Wednesday procuring this site for the cemetery, and was the first
7 April 1886 page 3
adult person buried in it; and the monument to his
memory is likewise the first and only one erected. It
Ferntree Gully
bears the following inscription, with an appropriate
From our own Correspondent
verse under: ‘In loving memory of my dear husband,
The last token of respect and love has now been erected Albert Selman, who died at Willow Vale, 8th May,
in the Scoresby cemetery to the memory of the late 1885, aged 48’.
Albert Selman, one of the early pioneers of Ferntree
Gully.
He looked on me as death drew nigh
For a considerable time past the erection of this
With pitying parting gaze;
monument has been in motion, but in consequence of
And with that look he seemed to say
the delay of deeds of the ground in the cemetery it was
Farewell till happier days.
postponed until last week, when the contractor, Mr
George Summers, arrived with all the necessary plant
On Sunday last, numbers of residents visited the
for its erection, and in about three days this handsome cemetery to view the monument, and all spoke highly of
work of art to the memory of the late Albert Selman the contractor, Mr Summers, for the style and superior
was completed.
workmanship which has been given to this, the first
The base of the above is of Malmsbury blue stone, monument erected in the Ferntree Gully cemetery.
diamond dressed, and the monument is of Peterhead
granite, polished and finished in a superior manner, and
The Knox Historical Society
stands about seven feet high, the whole being enclosed
conducts tours of the Ferntree Gully Cemetery
with an iron railing. The price of the contract was about
Contact khs@relics.com for more information
£120, and is erected by the widow of the late Mr Selman.
The Museum at Ambleside,
On visiting the cemetery a few days since, the solitary
3 Olivebank Road FTG
token commanded my attention, and thoughts wended
opens Sundays 1.00-4.00pm
back to the life days of our former resident. We found
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Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP for
Ferntree Gully

14 Environment
Taming the Dandenong Creek
Dandenong Creek in the 1940s was all a child could
desire – somewhere to swim all through summer; crystal
clear water to quench one’s thirst; blackberries (and
mushrooms nearby) to pick in the season; frog spawn to
be taken to school; wattle and Little Sedge to be picked
to delight Mother; ti-tree saplings to be cut for Xmas
trees or a stave for Scouts; picnics with the city cousins;
wrens; robins; eels to be caught with a worm on the hook
and a cork float on the line; maiden hair swathes; and
annual winter floods for rafting and paddling.
By the mid-fifties all had changed. No longer idyllic
as houses and industry started to encroach outwards
from Bayswater. Soon the waterway was not fit for
swimming, Noxious Weed inspectors waged war on the
blackberries and the Dandenong Valley Authority had
been established to institute flood mitigation works.
Members of the Heathmont History Group have
prepared an 88 page report ‘The European History of
Dandenong Creek from Bayswater Road to Boronia
Road. Page 19 spells it out:
The broad flat nature of the Creek’s catchment
has made it always susceptible to flooding.
Particularly once suburban spread had reached
to and beyond Bayswater, the swamps and
flooding could no longer be tolerated’.
The meandering creek had to be tamed.
Dandenong Creek begins its 53km journey to the
swamps adjoining Port Phillip Bay on the slopes of Mt
Corhanwarrabul within the 689 acre Doongalla Estate
fed by small tributaries, some still unnamed.
The First People followed its Song Line to the
mountain to escape summer heat, gathering mussels,
trapping eels in the stream and possums in the ti-trees
as they journeyed.
European exploitation of the creek started in 1837
when cattle were grazed on the flats by overlanders and a
depot for the Native Police was established. Settlement
quickly followed – Thomas Napier acquired land,
now Jells Park, in 1838. Rev. Clow built Tirhatuan in
1841. Timber cutters soon followed harvesting River
Red Gums on the flats and tall timbers on the slopes.
Farmers occupied the plain, soon to supply produce

Boronia Road bridge over Dandenong Creek c. 1934

to the Dandenong Market, the Butter Factory and the
later the Bacon Factory. Bosisto established a eucalyptus
still in 1852 and botanists Daniel Bunce (1834) and
Von Mueller (1853) extolled the unspoiled beauty of
the headwaters.
Flooding was always a concern. In 1879 the Minister
for Works authorised the cutting of a channel from
the Carrum Swamp to the Bay, creating the ‘Patterson
River’. 85 years later retarding basins, pipes, concrete
channels and straightening would control flooding with
the additional allure of increased farming, residential
and recreational use.

Valley Authority then joined with Melbourne Water
and Municipal Councils to enhance management of
the waterway, but no reclamation will ever return the
creek to its former glories.
This article is published courtesy of the Knox
Historical Society. It recently appeared in the
Studfield-Wantirna Community News.

‘Admittedly the creek was now little more than
an open sewer.’
The rapid spread of factories, offices and homes and the
proposal of a freeway towards Healesville added to the
problems facing planners. Drastic problems gave rise
to drastic remedies. When completed the Dandenong

Where There’s A Witch
There’s A Way
Spiritual Supplies, Tarot Reading,
Crystals, Gifts
8/101 Station Street Ferntree Gully
97523475
The Home Of Lochaber Tattoos

Wetlands on Corhanwarrabul Creek: Koolamara Waters photographed at dawn by Barbara Oehring.
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Conserving wildlife in Knox
The city of Knox, situated between the Dandenong
Ranges and the flood plain of the Dandenong Creek,
is proud of its ‘bushy’ feel, well treed suburban streets,
open spaces and bushland reserves. But maintaining
healthy biodiversity demands continuous care.
Knox Council’s recent acceptance of the Report,
‘Knox Wildlife Conservation and Connectivity’ will
be welcomed by the many residents and community
groups who work with the Council as part of this care.
An important tool in the endeavour is the ‘Knox
Wildlife Atlas’, a database describing the diverse
communities of native plants and animals who, along
with us humans, are residents in the municipality.
For animals as well as for people, connectivity is
important. We all want to be free to move about, to
find shelter and a safe home.
Loss of indigenous vegetation and reduced diversity
of species has been going on since colonisation.
Factors that reduce diversity of species are listed in
the report including:
• continuing to clear vegetation
• urban ‘densification’
• loss of tree cover in backyards, and
• road widening.
Without careful planning Melbourne’s outer
municipalities will be reduced to the same minimal
species diversity that now prevails in the inner suburbs.
To prevent further decline and ensure connectivity,
the report recommends priority action including to:
• protect and enhance the ‘corridors of vegetation’
that link Knox’s rural areas, forest and wetlands.
These include land along the Dandenong Creek,

•
•
•
•
•
•

Blind Creek and Corhanwarrabul Creek and their
tributaries as well as the bushland and wetland
reserves.
mandate special planning requirements for
development in sensitive areas
limit negative impacts on wildlife, such as that
caused by domestic pets and night-lighting
survey and target the protection of significant
old trees
maintain existing block sizes and seek to
consolidate smaller blocks in areas of special
significance
support and consolidate the Gardens for Wildlife
program
promote a publically accessible Knox Wildlife
Atlas.

And in the longer term, ‘daylight’ the waterways that
have been piped and covered and work to expand the
wildlife habitat up to 500m around waterways and areas
listed as ‘rural’.
Like the car-parking report (accepted at the same
Council meeting), policy documents present guidance
that needs to be worked out in practicalities relating to
specific places. However, both documents represent
significant research and consultation and will provide
a foundation for making sound decisions about the
future of Knox.

Anne Boyd

Support the Knox Environment
Society
Knox Environmental Society (KES) is your local
volunteer run nursery located in the municipality of
Knox. Come and visit the nursery and purchase the
$1:00 tube special plant of the month, Goodenia Ovata
(Hop Goodenia).
A unique feature of KES is its ‘Seed Bank’. The
current collection consists of over 3400 specimen jars
of over 270 species of native plants. Did you know that
there are over 23 species of Eucalyptus tree in the Knox
region alone? The importance of having a seed bank to
regenerate native plants cannot be underestimated. It is
the result of the work of volunteering teams known as
the ‘Seedy Ladies’ and ‘Hunter and Gatherers’ (HAGS).
Consider volunteering with KES in 2018. It will
ensure your knowledge of native plants, including some
of the rarer native plants, is greatly increased.
More information on KES, plants available and
current environmentally focused projects is available
at, info@kes.org.au.
Come and visit the nursery located in the parkland
opposite the Ferntree Gully Library, entry off Burwood
Highway, Melways reference 74 A5.
The Nursery is open on Thursdays, 10.00am to 4pm.
Saturdays and Sundays, 10.00am. to 1.00pm.

Zoe Peltekis Media Liaison Officer
KES volunteer

In 1867 26,500 acres on the summit of the
Dandenong Ranges was declared the Dandenong
State Forest. In the Government Gazette of
December 1870, a set of rules for the care,
protection and management of the Dandenong
State Forest made it an offence ‘to remove, ferns,
trees or the fronds of fern trees, or any indigenous
shrub without permission’. But the Governor had
the power to revoke proclamation of reserves and
enforcement was minimal. The way was open
for whittling down a forest heritage that might
otherwise have become one of the outstanding
reserves of natural bush in the whole of Australia.
Since then the forest has been reduced to a mere
4000 acres.
In Knox today only 5% of native vegetation
remains and 84 % of plant species are now locally
threatened.

Echidna phtographed by Barbara Oehring in her garden near the Dandenong Ranges National Park in Ferntree Gully.
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16 For the Foodies

OPEN 7 DAYS & NIGHTS
Shop 9 & 10, 101 Station Street Ferntree Gully

9752 3237
www.fatchefspizza.com.au
Sunday - Thursday: 11am - 9pm
Friday & Saturday: 11am - 10pm
EAT IN - TAKE AWAY - HOME DELIVERY

Pizza - Pasta - Kebabs - Burgers - Ribs
Baked Potato - Hot Dogs- Main Meals
Milk Shakes - Coffee - Desserts
Ferntree Gully News April 2018

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - COFFEE
NOW OPEN
Shop 7, 101 Station Stree Ferntree Gully
Monday - Friday: 7am - 4pm
Saturday: 8am - 3pm
0468 935 275
breakfast/sandwiches/foccacias/burgers/
sweets/cakes/milk shakes/fresh juice

Community News 17
From Picnic in the Park to Golden Princess
Reporting from Combined Probus Club of Knox
Inc.
The Combined Probus Club of Knox Inc, began its
year on a relaxing note – outdoors enjoying blue skies
and warming sun.
Not wasting any time in getting started we held our
first Committee meeting for the year at the end of
January at the Tim Neville Arboretum in Ferntree Gully.
After the meeting we moved on to the ‘Picnic in the
Park’ segment of our Arboretum visit. This was for all of
our Members. It was similar to our Committee meeting
– conviviality and catch up but of course we now added
barbequed sausage or chicken in a roll.
Our ‘Sup and Sip Group’ started the year with a
lunch at the Warren Glen Garden and Café centre at
Warrandyte. A talk by the resident horticulturist on
plants and caring for them was followed by a stroll
through the very pleasant surrounds, avoiding the
ducks, keeping to the gravel pathway and watching the
waters of the gently flowing Jumping Creek meandering
through the gardens. The still air was heavily perfumed
with the late summer blooms. Curiosity got the better

of some and not so surprisingly, they found themselves
in either or both of the gift shops stocked with a great
variety to chose from or in the Garden Centre with
its imported garden art, outdoor furniture and other
decorations with which to make your garden more
enjoyable. Then, curiosity satisfied, and bank accounts
lightened, it was off to the Café. What better way to
satisfy the appetite than a tasty lunch with plenty on
each plate and of course a glass or two of the wine of
your choice. A very relaxing and enjoyable visit.
A highlight in February was our cruise to New
Zealand on the Golden Princess. Our Club’s tour
organiser organised a group of 24 for the 13 day cruise
and as well arranged for Maxi Cabs to pick up each of
our group from home and take us to Station Pier for
embarkation. A job well done!
Our Club meets on the first Tuesday of each month
(except November) at the MacArthur Room, Stamford
Hotel cnr. Wellington and Stud roads, Rowville
commencing 10.00 am. Why not come along.

Ray Stackpole

What’s On at Ferntree Gully Library
Ferntree Gully Library &
Community Arts Centre
1010 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree
Gully

World Book & Copyright Week
Monday 23 April-Saturday 28 April
Celebrating the joy of books and reading, beginning
on Unesco’s World Book & Copyright Day 23 April,
observed by millions of people in over 100 countries.
Come to the library and discover lots of great books to
borrow and read from our special displays – a variety of
authors, interesting topics, and recommended reading.

Mother’s Day Storytime – Friday 11 May,
11am

Join us for stories, songs and a family themed activity
to celebrate Mother’s Day. Grandparents, mums, dads,
carers and friends welcome!
Children aged 12 years and younger must be
accompanied by an adult.
A free event for all ages. Bookings essential.

Law Week 2018

Eastern Community Legal Centre (ECLC) Information
Stall at FTG Library - Thursday 17 May 10am -1pm
ECLC is a community legal centre offering free

legal advice, assistance, education and community
development for people who live, work or study in
Melbourne’s east. Information will be provided on
how to access ECLC’s services, on the common types
of problems that ECLC can help with, and on how to
get help.
Lots of information on other similar services too and
you will have a chance to do a Legal Health Check when
you visit the stall.
Law Week is an annual festival of events presented in
Victoria by the Victoria Law Foundation, offering the
opportunity to find answers to everyday legal issues.

Biggest Morning Tea
– Thursday 24 May 10am-12noon
Join us for our famous grand FTG Library Biggest
Morning Tea. Enjoy a cuppa, delicious morning tea, lots
of great prizes, and live music and entertainment with
Robert Stephens and friends providing lots of tunes,
songs, and fun as in years past. Gold coin donation,
with all proceeds to Cancer Council Victoria for cancer
research.

From Ferntree Gully to the Himalayan
villages

Proceeds from the fundraising event in FTG support
education at Prabhat Alloi’s charity in West Bengal. Here
children practice yoga before classes.

Two villages in the Himalayas and one town in the
Dandenongs. These places may be distanced by
kilometres and cultures, but the connections they share
are very close. Once again those connections were
celebrated on Saturday 4 March when people of the
Gully and their friends enjoyed a successful evening
raising funds for two Indian charities, Prabhat Alloi
in West Bengal and Learning and Ideas for Tibet in
Dharamsala.
The Mumbai Grill created a special atmosphere and
provided delicious food with delightful service. And
they generously provided vouchers for meals. These
were auctioned adding more funds to the final total
of $3100. This was the seventh annual event for the
villages organised by the affectionately known, ‘Gully
Group’. Funds will support education, health care and
much more.

Teresa Cannon

Bookings – ring Ferntree Gully Library on 9800 6455
or book online on the library website www.yourlibrary.
com.au
Ferntree Gully Library is a branch of Eastern Regional
Libraries
Opening hours: Monday-Wednesday 9am8pm, Thursday & Friday 9am-5.30pm, Saturday
10am-1pm

Childhood Memories in Miniature
– with members of the Victorian Association of
Miniature Enthusiasts
Thursday 31 May 2.30pm
Come and learn about the world of miniatures and the
fun of making tiny miniatures of our everyday lives. See
the display of beautiful miniatures in the library. Join
us for a cuppa and chat afterwards. Bookings essential.

Ferntree Gully News April 2018

18 Arts Page

Sponsored by
Ferntree Gully
Arts Society

Watchful eyes

The Ferntree Gully Arts Society
at The Hut Gallery
157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

April Exhibitions
Weekends Saturday 7 April to Sunday 29 April
In the Gallery, member’s
Oil, Acrylic, Pastel and Watercolour Exhibition
Official opening 2.00pm Sunday 8 April
This is an exciting exhibition.
Works for sale, all welcome, free entry
John Dunne’s ‘Bright Eyes’ painting certainly caught
the eye in the menagerie of animals and insects that was
the theme of the February exhibition at the Hut. And
Shirley Dougan’s colourful ‘Parrot’ also kept a watchful
eye. These were just two among an engaging show of
dogs, cats, bees, spiders and many more.

May Exhibitions
Weekends Sunday 6 May to 27 May
In the Gallery
‘Fantasy’ and ‘Miniatures’
Official opening Sunday 6 May at 2.00pm
Come and see an excellent collection of works
Works for sale, all welcome, free entry

In the foyer, Judith O’Donnell
is having her solo exhibition TBC.

Artists at the Festival

The Ferntree Gully Arts Society’s tent at the Knox
Festival attracted much attention as did their ‘roaming
artists’. Photographed here by Barbara Oehring is
the society’s president, Shirley Dougan, presenting a
portrait sketch to ‘Sir John Hawkwood’ one of the
‘characters’ demonstrating ancient crafts.

Gallery closed Mother’s Day, Sunday 13 May
Come and check out our friendly Art Society
New members welcome
First workshop free
Weekly Workshops and Classes available
for members and non members

Young at Art
Award Exhibition June 3-24
Calling all artists 12 -19 years old
$900 worth of prizes to win
Entries due on 2 June for this popular
exhibition
Entries in two sections:
Junior 12-15. Senior 16-19
To enter contact
the-Hut@outlook.com
9762 9429 or 9758 8955
The Young at Art Exhibition is generously supported
by the Ferntree Gully Community Bank branch of
Bendigo Bank
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The Green Thumb Brigade at U3A
One of the most popular groups at Knox U3A is our
Garden Club. Meeting on a Monday morning, and
at other times when necessary, this group numbers in
excess of 59 members, all under the expert guidance
of tutor Pam Donner. They involve themselves in all
aspects of gardening.
The group regularly visits established gardens such as
those found in the ‘Open Garden’ scheme, and guest
speakers are often a feature of the Monday morning
session. Workshops are sometimes held, but mainly the
members enjoy discussion groups where the exchange
of ideas, the solving of gardening problems, and the
display of individual member’s successes are a feature,
and eagerly anticipated.
The Garden Club stall is always a popular feature
at our annual Art Show, and adds substantially to this
event, which is our major fund-raiser. Additionally at
each Monday meeting there is often a produce table,
where members’ cuttings, produce, seedlings and seeds
are available for purchase at extremely reasonable rates,

the proceeds of which go to specific projects.
Having thus whetted your appetite, I have to now say
that the Garden Club is so popular that there is a waiting
list. Not to worry. While waiting for a space to appear,
why not avail yourselves of one of the 160 other activities
and courses available at Knox U3A? Membership is still
a mere $60 a year representing great value. Application
can be made online, and you can also view our Term 1
syllabus at www.u3aknox.org.au or call during normal
office hours on 9752 2737.

KNOX U3A

CRAFT MARKET
Sunday 25 March, 10.00am-3.00pm
At U3A, 1A Park Boulevard, FTG
Gifts – Jewellery – Plants etc
Come & enjoy

20 Churches Page
Church Services

World Day of Prayer

‘Things there should be a word for . . .

Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156.
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sean and Rachel Attard
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
Tel.9758 0217
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Worship
Worship Sunday 8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist with hymns. Sunday School
for children
Thursday 10.00am Holy Eucharist followed by cuppa
and chat
RAFT Anglican Church
(Rowville and Ferntree Gully Together)
131 Taylors Lane, Rowville
www.raftchurch.org.au
Tel: 9764 2573
Email: admin@raftchurch.org.au
Sunday services
8:30am Traditional
10:30am Family (includes kids & teen churches)
5:00pm Contemporary
Senior Pastor: Hilton Jordan
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

A World Day of Prayer service was
held on 2 March at the Ferntree
Gully Uniting Church. About
50 people gathered from various
congregations around our area and
the guest speaker was none other
than Anne Boyd, editor/theologian of Gully News
fame.
Among other things, Anne reminded us of the history
of the World Day of Prayer, how it began in 1887, as a
small meeting of lay women, (now extended to men)
gathered to pray for foreign missions and to work to ease
the burdens of fellow human beings of other cultures
and countries.
Prayer and action are inseparable. This year our
prayers were with and for a small South American
country called Suriname, and the liturgy we used was
composed by women there.
Gatherings like this are always blessed, as we meet
together as one - meeting up with people we have met
the year before.
We were delighted to have with us one woman whose
involvement with the World Day of Prayer goes back to
the 1960s. Salvation Army Lt Col. retd Joan Hill was
the Salvos’ representative in Perth, 1968-70. Returned
to Melbourne in 1971, Joan and her husband Lt Col.
Rowland were in involved in this event and many other
activities of the Salvation Army.
Thank you to all who took part in that.
Grace and Peace to you all.

when you try to talk to someone
about something you think is
common knowledge, and they
look at you like you have two
heads.’
It can be fascinating to think that
there are things that are cherished or
reviled by millions, and simultaneously completely
unheard of by millions of others. The Beatles. The Stock
Market. Vegemite. Liechtenstein. Someone swore to me
once that their teenage son thought Jesus was originally
a character from South Park.
Anyway, Christians around the world are currently
observing the season of Lent. ‘Lent’ just comes from
the Old English word that means ‘spring time’. A quick
google is recommended at this point.
The reason I bring it up is because I am someone
who observes Lent. To some degree. It’s meant to be
a time of fasting, a time that mirrors Jesus’ 40 days in
the wilderness. Jesus was tempted by the devil (google
it!), but decided to refuse the appealing offers of the
enemy, all the while also refusing basic physical needs. I
heard once that the spiritual strength needed to do the
one, came at the cost of the physical weakness brought
about by the other.
Two thousand years later and you have millions of
Catholics, Anglicans, Baptists, Salvos, and Christians
of all kinds, thinking about this story and opting to
mimic it to varying degrees. It’s pretty funny really:
‘Jesus engaged in a battle of wills with Satan therefore I
will (try to) give up swearing or smoking or chocolate ’til
Easter.’ Maybe this is an insight into what we consider
to be our inner demons? And maybe it’s simply that
people are already carrying around enough involuntary
stress or pain, that for me to suggest opting for more
seems straight up freakish.
132 years ago, Salvos took the Lenten tradition
and put their own spin on it. Instead of foregoing the
customary fare for the sake of inner enlightenment,
they’d give up some simple thing that they’d normally
spend money on – generally dessert – and save it up for
the sake of overseas development work the organisation
was undertaking at the time.
Salvationists undertake this practice during the
Lenten season to this day. Certain parts of the Bible
articulate this aspect of Salvo beliefs very clearly: ‘For
whoever does not love their brother or sister, whom
they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not
seen (1 John 4:20).’
Apart from the whole thing just being a very
underused topic for trivia nights, to me Lent still has
something deep to offer. Sometimes inner strength
can only be discovered by letting go of more familiar
means of coping. Often the best means of helping others
involves some pain for yourself.

2018 Easter Services
at RAFT Anglican Church
Friday 30 March
9:00am Good Friday Service
Sunday 1 April
8:30am Easter Holy Communion Service
10:30am Easter Family Celebration
5:00pm Easter Contemporary Celebration
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Pat Rivett (and others)

Good Friday Walk with the Cross
The walk gathers at the Uniting Church in The Avenue
at 9.15am and proceeds to St John’s Church in Forest
Road. From there walkers proceed to St Thomas’s
Anglican church in Mount View Road, Upper Ferntree
Gully. There a service, ‘Shadows and Stones’ will be
held, followed by refreshments.

Holy Week 2017 at St John the Baptist Parish
Tuesday 27 March

7.00pm Mass with extended Penitential Rite. Individual
Reconciliation after Mass

Wednesday 28 March

9.15am Mass followed by Individual Reconciliation

Holy Thursday 29 March

8.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper. Please note no morning
Mass

Good Friday 30 March

3.00pm Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday 31 March

8.00pm Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday 1 April
Masses 9.00am and 11.00am
Office: Tel: 9758 1029 (Monday to Friday 9.00am to
3.00pm)

Capt. Sean Attard

Child’s Play 21
Hunting for Easter Eggs

There’s a family photo of my brother and me, aged
approximately eight and six, crouching down on our
marks at the ‘starting line’ of our Easter egg hunt on
Easter morning.
Of course we loved the Easter egg hunt because of
the joy of discovering hidden eggs, the competition
to find the most eggs, and the reward of eating those
chocolate Easter eggs!
Easter eggs are a long-standing Christian tradition
apparently dating back just under 2000 years to early
Christian Mesopotamia.
Eggs to symbolise Easter then spread, it seems, to
western churches, from the Russian Orthodox to the
Greek Orthodox and on to western Europe around the
sixteenth century.
Of course Easter eggs traditionally were real eggs, such
as chicken eggs hollowed out and decorated. Chocolate
Easter eggs are a relatively new innovation, as are plastic
Easter eggs filled with sweets.
But why use eggs to symbolise Easter?
The use relates to Christ’s death and resurrection.
Easter eggs were once dyed red to symbolise the death
of Christ on a cross on Good Friday for the forgiveness
of sins.
The egg itself symbolises new life, since new life
springs from eggs just as new life comes from Jesus’
victorious resurrection on Easter Day. The hollowed
egg can symbolise the emptiness of Christ’s tomb from
which he rose from the dead on Easter Day for our
eternal life.
I still love Easter egg hunts, but I now enjoy them as
an adult and a parent.
I get a kick out of hiding the eggs from my children
and then delight in watching them search for the eggs
and uncover them.
Don’t tell my children, but I may just eat those eggs
they don’t find!
Join us this Eastertide at RAFT Anglican Church for
our services on Good Friday and Easter Sunday. There
may even be an Easter egg hunt for the children and
hot-cross buns for the adults!

Hilton Jordan

The 10 year old Cubs go under canvas!

In February, 42 ten year old Cub Scouts went camping
under canvas at Bay-Park Joseph Harris Scout Camp,
Mt Martha. The weather was just lovely with the rain
holding off. Great fun was had by all Cubs and leaders.
Each morning the Cub Scouts participated in camp
gadget making, archery, flying fox and challenge valley.
They also screen printed ‘10 year old camp’ on dilly bags,
creating a special treasure to take home.

On Saturday afternoon the Cubs turned their hands
to cooking sausage stew and golden syrup dumplings
for dinner! I certainly enjoyed their gourmet results.
Saturday night culminated in a huge campfire, huge
in the number of people, not the fire! The City of
Knox Cubs were joined by Cubs from both the City of
Whitehorse and Sherbrooke Forest and they numbered
approximately 140. The Cubs thought it was absolutely
marvellous with so many at the campfire – the voices
resounded throughout the camp grounds. After the
singing and hilarity, the Cubs were ably led in a
meditative ‘Scouts Own’ thank you to Monique and
helpers.
After packing up camp on Sunday the Cubs went
yabbying at the dam. The yabbies were biting and the
Cubs had so much fun, they did not want to return
to camp for lunch! The yabbies were not on the lunch
menu and will be lurking for the next bunch of Cubs
that visit. The weekend finished on a high for everyone
and the Cubs loved the blanket badge they all received.
If you are interested in trying Scouting go to: http://
www.vicscouts.com.au/join-us.html
You can try three nights for free! So come along and
join in the fun. Scouting is for youth, from age 6 to 26
years, and after 26 lots of fun is to be had by becoming
a leader!

Nicole Klep, District Leader Cub Scouts
We offer quality classes in all aspects of

* JAZZ * TAP * CLASSICAL BALLET * HIP HOP *
“gotta dance at tempo”

FERNTREE GULLY
Factory 4 / 14 Edina Road

ROWVILLE

St Simon’s Hall - 2 Taylors Lane

CLEMATIS

Clematis Hall - 2072 Wellington Rd near (CFA Depot)

* CONTEMPORARY * ACRO / CHEER *
Classes to suit all ages beginners to advanced

Do you have a little dancer who bops around more than walks?
Do you have a child who is looking for somewhere fun to dance?
Are you a dancer looking for a new home to grow & learn?
Look no further than Tempo Dance Company
Book your

FREE TRIAL CLASS with us TODAY

* 9758 9163 or 0409 300 273 *

RAFT (Rowville & Ferntree Gully) Senior Pastor
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Preps are flourishing at Fairhills Primary
A new school year has begun at Fairhills Primary
School. It was the first day of school for the Prep
students; some were trepidatious, some managed a
nervous smile and some were so excited, they could
not get in the door quickly enough! No matter those
initial feelings, one thing was for sure, staff, students
and families alike were ready and excited to embark on
a new learning journey together!
There were so many things to learn in the first few
days. Where can I put my bag? Where is my chair?
What do you mean I have to stay all day? There were
new routines to learn and new places to explore around
the school. On their first day, the Prep students took
a tour of the school. They visited other Learning
Communities, walked through the CORE, saw the
specialist learning spaces and all the wonderful outdoor
spaces around the school. It was a lot to take in!
There were also lots of new people to see. some people
they had already met, like Mrs Beaurain, our school
Principal and Mr Beever, our Leading Teacher, but there
were lots of new faces too! They were all so friendly and
excited to meet the new Prep students – it’s always an
exciting time for the whole school!
There were new lunch boxes to christen, crisp new
hats and the excitement of brand new stationery – the
glue sticks proved particularly exciting! The students
settled in quickly, exploring different learning activities.
The focus was on learning everything they needed to
know about going to school.
By the end of the first week, it was clear that 2018

was going to be an exciting year for the Prep students as
they embark on learning, growing and achieving many
amazing things together.

Free trial for Kumon Instruction
Have you ever wondered if Kumon is right for your
child? Now is your chance to find out.
Throughout May, Kumon Boronia and Kumon
Knoxfield are running a free trial for Kumon Maths
and English. If you decide to participate, your child
will receive Kumon Instruction across four consecutive
class days, over two weeks, at no cost.
Many students find Kumon study beneficial, whether
they are advanced students looking for a challenge, or
falling behind and needing extra help. Kumon students
achieve more because they are taught how to work out

problems by themselves, with the help of the Instructor.
‘I was drawn to Kumon’s underlying philosophy of
my girls being in control of their learning and having
the skills to teach themselves new concepts,’ says Tracey,
whose three daughters are current Kumon students.
‘I wanted my daughters to be able to take a problem,
whether it be in maths or in a comprehension task, and
work through it themselves.’
If you would like to learn more, please contact
Preetika from Kumon Boronia on 0488 555 818, or
Sophia from Kumon Knoxfield on 0403 420 919.

Trial the Kumon English or Maths Programme over two weeks during May.
Find out how we can develop in your child:
•
•
•
•

calculation and reading ability
concentration
a daily study and reading habit
the confidence to learn independently.

Contact your local Kumon Centre to register your child.
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KUMON BORONIA EDUCATION CENTRE
St Paul's Anglican Church
273 Dorset Road, Boronia, VIC 3155
Instructor: Preetika Balanathan
Mobile: 0488 555 818
KUMON KNOXFIELD EDUCATION CENTRE
Our Saviour's Lutheran Church
646 Burwood Highway, Knoxfield, VIC 3180
Instructor: Sophia Ngu
Mobile: 0403 420 919
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All school sport’s day at St John’s

On Friday 23 February the children at St John the
Baptist parish primary school hosted an all school sports
event. A big congratulations goes out to the Red House
and Blue House who both won the short shield. ‘Seeing
the whole school come together for events such as this

is always so heart-warming’, Cathy Mason, St John’s
principal, said. ‘It was especially rewarding to see the
children encouraging each other, being happy for each
other’s success and competing with fairness and great
sportsmanship.’

School site wildlife corridor under threat
Local residents and members of the Knox Environment
Society have just finished presenting at a hearing with
the Government Land Standing Advisory Committee,
regarding the former Boronia Heights Secondary
College site which is in the process of sale.
There were 25 written submissions received and 15
people spoke to the committee. What a tremendous
effort!
The site has rare remnant vegetation of state
significance. This is a critical factor given that less than
3% of such vegetation remains in Knox. The site forms

a buffer to the Dandenong Ranges National Park and
is part of a wildlife corridor essential to the survival of
endangered flora and fauna.
Urbis, acting for the Department of Treasury and
Finance (which currently handles the process of sale),
proposes to re zone the site for development under
‘Neighbourhood Residential’.
In its presentation to the Committee, the community
group was confined to strict terms of reference, that:
• we were not permitted to argue for retaining the
current zoning of the land as ‘Public Use’

A testimonial from grateful residents to John Thomas
Dobson, pioneer orchardist.
The first State School classes in the Gully were held in his
hall. See story on p. 13.

•

we were not permitted to argue to keep the oval
or to keep the site as parkland, and
• the vegetation areas will be used as public open
space within housing development … therefore
not protected.
Most of the presenters are continuing to fight to keep
the open space for the public, the conservation areas
and the oval.
Contact us at info@kes.org.au
President: Richard Faragher 0425 832 482
PO Box 336, Boronia 3155
www.kes.org.au
www.facebook.com/knoxenvironmentsociety

CO-EDUCATIONAL | ELC TO VCE
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Preventing diabetes
Three out of Five Victorians are at risk of developing
Type 2 diabetes, and up to 58% of cases can be
prevented with some simple lifestyle changes.
The good news is that once you know your risk you
can do something about it.
Come along to this free session and learn valuable
information about Type 2 Diabetes and the things you
can do to prevent it.
If you have:
• high blood pressure,
• high cholesterol
• a family history of Type 2 diabetes or if you are
• carrying a bit of extra weight… this session is
perfect for you!
You will learn:
• What is diabetes and why it’s in your best
interests to prevent it
• What is your risk of developing diabetes
• Some simple tips to start improving your health
today
Barbara Oehring photographed knitter Luzia Blochlinger at Knox Festival 2018.

Mountain Treasures: 44 years of craftwork
‘ Do you knit, sew, build and make things at
home? Are you interested in a sales outlet for
your craftwork? Well, we are a group of women
who want to form a co-operative to sell home
crafts. We hope to provide sales outlets for home
crafts, to form an agency for part-time work
(typing, housekeeping, child-minding etc.)
and to provide other facilities for women in our
community of Knox.’
Such an advertisement could be placed in Gully News
today. Instead this one appeared in a local paper on 8
August 1974. There followed an invitation to a ‘party
evening’ in the Church of Christ Hall in Scoresby.
Twenty women attended.
The notice had been placed by a group of concerned
women at the Scoresby Methodist Church. After the
meeting a committee was formed and by December
that year the Mountain District Women’s Co-operative

(MDWC) was established. In March 1975 they opened
a handicraft shop ‘Mountain Treasures’ in The Basin. In
1976 the shop moved to Ferntree Gully Village.
By this time, the Co-op was also developing an
education program for women, plus a child care service,
and had leased premises from the then Ferntree Gully
Methodist Church in The Avenue. Those activities
became known as the Mountain District Learning
Centre.
Meanwhile in March 1978 Mountain Treasures, along
with other Gully craft groups, were the backbone of
the first Knox art and craft weekend, called Craft ’78.
Now known as the Knox Festival, the event is a major
attraction across the eastern region.
The Mountain Treasures shop closed in 1989 but
women’s craft making is as popular as ever and the
‘Treasures’ are still at the Knox Festival.

Sewing and craft groups at MDLC

The Mountain Treasures Group
meet every Wednesday between 10.00 and 12.30pm.
The Crafty Ladies Group
meet Tuesdays and/or Fridays at 9.15 m. Work at your
own pace at craft, patchwork and sewing. They also
make toys and garments for children at Berry Street.
Sit and sew. A friendly relaxed group who enjoy
stitching and chatting on Thursdays 10.00am until
12 noon.
Enquiries to Mountain District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully.
Tel. 9758 7859

August
2011
Ferntree Gully News April
2018

When: Wednesday 30 March, 2.00pm-3.00pm
Where: Mountain District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
For bookings call: 9758 7859
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Shopping for wisdom
Have you tried philosphy?
Philo-sophy means (in Greek): love of wisdom. It’s
a subject that comes more and more into its own as
technology speeds up social change.
Philosophy poses the big questions. Why do things
exist? What is it to be human? What is consciousness?
Freedom? Where are the paths to human flourishing?
Even to human survival? Does language deceive or
enlighten us? Can one person make a difference?
The philosophy group at Mountain District Learning
Centre has a few vacancies. The group was founded 15
years ago by the late Del Thompson. Del was a pioneer
board member and teacher at MDLC with a gift for
bringing together classical philosophy and current
affairs. The present leader Ibbi Fulu taught philosphy
and English for many years in secondary schools and
recently at MDLC. As with Del, his experience ranges
widely.
The philosophy group meets in the Studio at MDLC
on Fridays, 9.30-11.30am. For information contact
MDLC 9758 7859.

Party, Party, Party
Christmas came and went and with it went summer
and the party season: setting a date, sending out invites,
preparing a food list, receiving an invitation, buying
a present, dressing up – all of that.
I’m not good at the party scene. Don’t like them.
Never have. Even as an eight year old when Michael
X, who I didn’t particularly like because he wore big
thick glasses that made him look spooky, and he always
punched me, but my mum knew his mum so I had
to invite him, and he gave me a brown hard plastic
horse instead of a Meccano set. Well, even then I can
remember sitting at the head of the table in the back
yard eating chocolate crackles and wearing a shiny Lone
Ranger mask, and thinking to myself – ‘I wish they’d
hurry up and finish off the cordial and go off home.’
The loneliest I ever feel it seems is in the midst of a large
noisy crowd at a party.
I especially didn’t like corporate parties. I read
somewhere that you should never attend one of those
events unless you have an objective in mind– like trying
to sell something or maybe hooking up with someone.
That aside, what do you talk about with strangers at
those events? Not gender, politics or religion – that was
always a no-no. Never mention global warming unless
you want fisticuffs. You never get far on philosophy or
thermodynamics. It always comes down to television,
movies, and weather interspersed by someone’s
inordinately long boring recollection of their latest
adventure on the French Riviera.
So you quietly slug down a few Crownies then slip
in a couple of warm Sauvignon Blancs when nobody’s
watching and the room gradually morphs into a dim
steam bath of noisy over-heated, over-cologned bodies
all wrestling with each other for attention. You wander
around for a while absorbing the crushing blah blah blah
until your head is about to explode all over the smoked
salmon and caviar, and you are ready to cut out, but by
now you’ve forgotten the host’s name so you can’t say
goodbye, and you can’t find the door anyway. . .

Dogs and horses:
companions or cuisine?

A young Aussie riding instructor recently told a group of
children that she ate horse meat when she was on holiday
in France. Back home in Australia she rides her own
horse and spends her spare time working with horses.
One of the children in the group felt that the
instructor couldn’t really love horses if she chose to eat
horse meat.
Eating horse meat has long been a part of French
culture. The French even have specialised butcher
shops, called boucheries chevalines, which sell horse
meat. France’s neighbour, Italy, is an even bigger horse
meat consuming country than France. Horse meat is a
common ingredient in rustic Italian salamis.
China is the top horse meat eating country in the
world, followed by many other nations where people
eat horse meat without a second thought.
English speaking countries, though, such as England,
Australia, and the United States generally consider it
inappropriate to eat horse meat. People in Canada’s
French regions eat horse meat, while those in the
English-speaking areas avoid it, for the most part.
The availability of produce, as well as one’s culture and
traditions, influence a nation’s choice of food. It was
during hard times, such as famines, that some of the
horse meat-eating nations turned to horse meat. And
they continued with the practice of eating horse meat
during times of plenty.
Apparently, horse meat is low fat, full of protein,
sweet and delicious. Top celebrity chefs such as Gordon
Ramsay and Jamie Oliver are including it on their
menus. None of these factors will change my ingrained
inclination to avoid eating it though.
I have no issues with eating farmed, humanely treated
livestock, kangaroo or even ostrich. However, horses,
dogs and cats will never feature on my dinner plate. I
consider them pets.
Millions of people around the world would disagree
with me. They enjoy eating horse meat, while others
have long held traditions of eating cat and dog meat.
Peter Stagg
China is the world’s largest consumer of dog meat,
with roughly 20 million dogs killed each year for human
‘Party, party, party’
consumption. Vietnam is the second largest consumer
Is he urging us to party (verb) , or just tired of boring of dog meat in the world, with around five million dogs
parties (noun)?
slaughtered there every year. Dogs are a common dietary
Nominalisation, or turning nouns into verbs, can be staple in Vietnam. The meat is in demand, with price
your pet hate? But is it clever, irritating or revealing?
tags higher than pork. Vietnamese people use dog meat
Bureaucratic jargon gets targetted for blame here:
in roasts, stews, soups and even simply spiced on a stick.
‘Melbourne Water has plans to daylight parts of
Dog and cat meat consumption is also widespread
Dandenong Creek.’
in South Korea. Studies show that 83 percent of South
Exciting, a breath of fresh air, all the promise of Koreans have eaten dog meat at some point in their lives.
morning?
The meat is perceived to have health benefits: supposedly
‘Knox Council decided to sunset the Cemetery Trust.’ increasing one’s energy or virility.
A euphemism? Oh the quiet and beautiful inevitablity
Sadly, there are countries with no strong regulations
of the remains of the day. But what is really happening? requiring the humane slaughter of dogs for meat.
‘But me no buts.’ Ferntree Gully News will continue
We currently have six adorable young Cavoodle
to showcase the way we say it now.
puppies at home. They will not be eaten.

The last word
To truly change your life, you
must first change your mind
Clinical Hypnosis Services
125 Station Street, Ferntree Gully
0401 909 941
www.sequencehypnosis.com.au

20%
Off*
* Feb / March 2018

Vox populi

Gemma Franks
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‘Obstacles are things
a person sees when
he takes his eyes off
his goal’– E. Joseph
Cossman
As 2018 begins to pick
up speed, I am constantly
reminding myself to remain
focused on my goals. It is very easy

Book Chat Ferntree Gully Library

Do you enjoy talking to others about favourite books or
DVDs? Come along on the 3rd Thursday of the month
for a relaxing afternoon, chatting over a cuppa about
books that you have enjoyed.
Where: Ferntree Gully Library, 1010 Burwood
Highway, Ferntree Gully
When: Thursday 17 May 2.30pm to 4.00pm
Tel: 9800 6455

to get swept up in day to day life and
forget what you set out to achieve, but
by keeping oneself accountable and
checking in with yourself from time to

EACH – 1300 003 224
COG’s Brain Training

The Knox Bright Ideas Network has been developed to
bring together older Knox residents and community
groups.
The network provides an opportunity to share current
and future challenges for Knox seniors and to work
together to develop ideas and opportunities.
The group meets on a bi-monthly basis and a
newsletter is distributed each month. Everyone is
welcome to join their meetings and learn more about
the Bright Ideas Network.
Where: To be confirmed
When: Thursday 19 April 2.00pm to 3.30pm
Tel: Linda Keenahan 9298 8828
Email: linda.keenahan@knox.vic.gov.au

Come and have fun while exercising not only your
body but your brain.
Participate in a series of physical activities to help
increase your range of movement while stimulating the
two hemispheres of your brain.
These activities are fun and can challenge your
coordination and help improve your balance. All
exercises are designed for you to work at your own
pace and are suitable for most levels of physical ability.
After waking up your brain, we follow with a different
discussion topic each week.
Come along and learn some memory tricks and how
to keep your brain healthy and active.
When: Term 2, 19 April–31 May
Time: Thursday 1.30pm to 3:30pm
Where: Venue will alternate between sites at Ferntree
Gully and Ringwood.
Cost: $8 per session
For more information contact Lisa on 9837 3925 or
email: lhunt@each.com.au
Or Terri on 9837 3987 or email: terri.janseenarendse@
each.com.au

Knit and Crochet for charity

Strength and Conditioning

time we can navigate through obstacles
that come our way.

Diana Roggenbucke
Bright Ideas Network Meeting

Join a group of dedicated knitters and crocheters
making items for charity. Please bring yarn, knitting
needles or crochet hook. Patterns are available.
Refreshments provided.
Where: Ferntree Gully Library, 1010 Burwood
Highway, Ferntree Gully
When: Friday 4 May 2.00pm to 3.30pm
Tel: 9800 6455

This program is designed to help people including
those who may have a health condition to improve
their strength and optimise their functional mobility.
Time: Monday 10.00am to 11.00am and Tuesday
11.00am to 12.00pm
Where: 1063 Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully
Cost: $8 per session
Prior assessment is essential. Please call the friendly
reception team for further information.

Soup and Singing

Come and enjoy a warm cup of soup, cake and coffee.
Listen to a variety of talented musicians and share in
the company of members of the Knox community.
Where: Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 646 Burwood
Highway, Knoxfield
When: Thursday 3 May 11.30am to 2.00pm
Tel: Patricia Kolec 9778 9460
Email: soupandsinging@outlook.com
Cost: Voluntary donation
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Heartbeat Victoria Inc.

Heartbeat Victoria promotes social activities,
reassurance, friendship, education, wellbeing and
walking groups. Monthly catch ups are held on the last
Tuesday of each month.
If you would like to find out more, please phone Pat
on 9758 0542 or Brian on 9752 2536.
Where: Courthouse venue, Cnr Spring Street and
Station Street, Ferntree Gully.
When: Last Tuesday of each month.

Older Men New Ideas (OMNI) – Men’s
discussion group

OMNI is a men’s discussion group that provides an
opportunity for men over the age of 50 to interact
with other local men. Discussions are wide-ranging
and conducted in a friendly, respectful and confidential
environment. A light morning tea is provided.
The group meets on the second and forth Friday of
each month.
Where: Orana Neighbourhood House, 62 Coleman
Road, Wantirna South
When: Friday 13 April 9.30am to 11.30am
Tel: John Doutch 0431 844 833

Amy Dry in 39 Forever

A laugh out loud cabaret about the quest to look forever
young (or at least find the best filter to make it look
that way.)
Do you still think you’re 25 even though your birthdate
stubbornly insists you’re not?
Then don’t miss Amy Dry’s honest, insightful and laugh
out loud comedy about ageing in an image obsessed
world, where 40 is the new 30 – but only with the right
Instagram filter.
Where: Knox Community Arts Centre, 790 Mountain
Hwy, Bayswater
When: Tuesday 17 April – 7:30pm
Tickets: Adult $25, Concession $22, Groups 8+ $20
For more information: http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/
kcac
Duration: 60 minutes, no interval

Employer Essentials ATO Workshop

Do you have employees, or are you thinking of
employing workers?
Understand your tax and super obligations as an
employer.
Register now to come along to this free workshop run
by ATO staff.
Where: Knox City Council, 511 Burwood Highway,
Wantirna South
When: Thursday 19 April 10.00am to 11.30am
Tel: 9298 8000
Email: business@knox.vic.gov.au
For more information http://www.knoxbiz.com.au/
events

RSPCA Million Paws Walk
Sunday 20 May 2018
Come and join in the fun as the RSPCA launches its
23rd annual Million Paws Walk and help raise vital
funds to fight animal cruelty. The RSPCA Million
Paws Walk is a day just made for dog lovers. Tens of
thousands of people and their pooches will be walking
together to fight against animal cruelty.
For more information and to register your interest go
to: www.millionpawswalk.com.au/

What's On 27
Playtime

Alphacrafts

Looking for the perfect way to celebrate your child’s
next birthday? Whether it is a mini-book/journal
making, card making or creating that special keepsake,
Alphacrafts can provide a day your child will remember
for a long time. Craft parties are suitable for children
aged 6 to 14 years and will be enjoyed by both girls
and boys.
Here’s what you get:
• a 2-hour project tailored to suit your child’s age
and interests
• each child takes home a special item they made
by hand
• all staff cleared with a Working with Children check
• all materials and equipment provided and
transported to your location
• all mess cleaned and taken away!
Price is set at $25 per child, minimum party of 10. As for
location, Alphacrafts can accommodate party requests
for most of Melbourne’s eastern suburbs.
For more information on kid’s birthdays parties, or to
start planning your child’s special day go to:
www.alphacrafts.com.au/craft-classes/kids-parties/

Country Music Show

The Upwey Country Music Club is presenting a Walk
Up – Open Mic concert, on Sunday 1 April, at the
Guides Hall in Underwood Road, Ferntree Gully, from
12.30 to 5 pm. Artists perform songs in the Country,
Bluegrass and Folk genres. The hall can accomodate
an audience of up to 100. All welcome. New singers,
musicians, and bands are always welcome. A band or
musician is available to back singers, if required. Just
bring your music along.
There is a small entrance charge of $7 ($5 for members)
to help cover costs. The club runs regular concerts on
the first Sunday of each month at the Guides Hall.
Enquiries to Graham, 03 5964 8298

Belgrave Big Dreams Market

This craft, produce and art market is a great event for
the whole family. With great coffee, sourdough bread,
artisans and craft producers, local musicians, a bouncy
castle, playground and sand pit for the kids, you won’t
be disappointed. It is even dog friendly.
Where: St Thomas More Primary School, Reynolds
Lane Belgrave
When: 2nd Sunday of the Month (March 11th, April
8th, May 13th)
Time: 9am – 2pm.
Cost: Free!

The Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club
Take off Weight Naturally
We are a non-profit organisation, run by volunteers who
work to promote healthy lifestyle changes. It is low
cost, relaxed, friendly and offers education and support
to each member while on the journey of change. No
need to go it alone, we would love to meet you and
support you on your path. Just contact us to arrange a

complimentary meeting or simply attend so you can see
who we are, what we do and options for you.
When: Tuesday evenings 7.00-8.30pm
Where: Wattle Club Senior Citizens Hall, 160
Underwood Rd, Ferntree Gully 3156
Contact: 0481 848 696 Email: thegully.town@gmail.
com

Egg-strava-ganza

Hop on down to Ferntree Gully North Primary
School for a Fun-Filled Day: Bunny Walkthrough,
Entertainment, Food Stalls & Vans, Kids’ Trash &
Treasure
When: Sunday 25 March, 11.00am-4.00pm
Where: Ferntree Gully North Primary School

Your community contacts
Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com
FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316,
playing at Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Anne McPherson 9801 2771, fourth
Mondays, Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association 9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677
Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup Kathryn 0430 163 702.
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457460313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed
gullymenshed34@gmail.com
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm
Knox District Woodworkers Club Harry Deschepper
9758 4849
Knox Environment Society Irene Kelly 9763 8069
Knox Exercise & Social Group.
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays 1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary: Ph 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library 10am-12pm Fridays and Saturdays
0424 265 790
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027,
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garrey 0400 823 441,
1st and 3rd Wednesday.
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-11.30am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday,
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG John Flemming 9758 6532,
Mondays 6.45pm
U3A 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
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Address:
Price:		

27 Research Dve, Croydon
$1.6 Million to $1.65Million

BLUE CHIP TENANT
These premises have been occupied by the same
use tenants since first built. A new lease has
recently been signed extending General Electrics
original term.
This free standing modern premises, currently
used as a computerised office complex with
theatre/conference centre facilities, ideal for
teaching and training, boardroom, separate
executive offices plus attractive secure reception
area.
Features include w/w carpets, car parking for 22
cars, including secure car parking for 11 cars, plus
additional on street parking, landscaped seating
alcove for staff lunches, secure storage area with
roller door.
Land size 2158 m2 approx.
rental $112,000 pa + GST plus outgoings.
Inspection by appointment only
Agent: Ray Abley 0418 319 452
John Katselas 0411 110 997

Address:
Price:		

2B Faraday St, Boronia
$700,000

Brand New & Own Street Frontage
New single storey home on a boutique block with its own street frontage
is often sort but rarely found! Homes like this are especially appealing to
the empty nesters, buyers wanting low maintenance homes and investors.
Situated in a handy location with easy access to various regional and major
shopping precincts including Knox Westfield. Most services are close
including public transport, schools and hospitals making this property an
ideal place to call home.
This low maintenance home features open plan living. Comprising a large
and spacious kitchen with breakfast bar overlooking the meals, family and
living area. The modern floor plan features the master with full ensuite and
walk in robe, 2 generous bedrooms with built in robes, large family bathroom
with toilet, tiles to wet areas, carpets to bedrooms, ducted heating, double
garage with remote garage door, plenty of off street parking and so much
more! Note: this property is wheelchair friendly.
Agents: Ray Abley 0418 319 452
Michael Jang 0417 288 899
John Katselas 0411 110 997

Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858
www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au

