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Photographer Gary Fevreau caught the moment at King’s Park. 
Cooper Collie batting, Rob Winters keeping.

It’s in the air!
If it’s summer, it’s cricket!
Especially in King’s Park where the Upper 
Ferntree Gully Cricket Club celebrated 
a Reunion Match on the eve of Australia 
Day. Their First Division Premiership team 
of 1999/2000 played an invited team of 
present-day greats.  Later in the evening 
the Team of the Decade was announced 
and reminiscences of this historic club 
went on into the night. Read about it on 
page 11.

The Australia Day breakfast at the Knox 
Civic Centre saw some changes in 
the direction of less formality and the 
Volunteers’ Awards attracted the usual 
outstanding array of  nominations. See 
pages 4 and 8.
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New walkers wanted 
We are currently looking for volunteers to deliver 
Ferntree Gully News in Upper Ferntree Gully and 
Mountain Gate. 

Contact John McMillan 9758 4331for zone maps 
and briefing. The paper comes out six times a year and 
it’s good exercise!

The editor and team of Fertnree Gully 
News wish all our readers a happy and 
prosperous New Year.

From the editor
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Ferntree Gully News
A volunteer produced, bi-monthly, community newspaper 
published by the Mountain District Learning Centre in 
collaboration with the Ferntree Gully Village Traders Inc. The 
paper aims to build and strengthen community in Ferntree 
Gully by reporting on the stories and activities of  people and  
groups in the Gully. 

For your diary
February
4  Hut Gallery Exhibitions begin  page 18
4  Upwey Country Music Concert  page 24
12-16  Sustainable  Food Week  page 17
14  Barefoot Bowls competition begins  page 11

March
2  World Day of Prayer  page 20
3  Fundraising Dinner at Mumbai Grill  page 24
3-4  Knox Festival  pages 3 and 26
11  The Hut Gallery Collage exhibition begins  page 18

Welcome to 2018 and the summer edition of 
Ferntree Gully News.

And congratulations to winners and nominees in 
the Knox Australia Day Awards. See pages 4 and 8.

May I draw attention also to the many New Year 
messages and reflections included in this issue. 

New Year is a good time for anyone wishing to 
join a new group or enrol in a course.  We suggest 
you scan the reports of community groups in this 
issue and make the most of the listing of contacts 
on page 27.  

We invite you also to support the advertisers who 
make the paper possible  and to continue to  send 
in stories of people, places and events in the Gully.

Happy New Year The Gully News team. From left. Back Row: Gary 
Fevreau, Pam McConnell, John McMillan, Judith 
O’Donnell, Mary Trinnie, Gavin Green.
Front Row: Heidi Lighten, Anne Boyd, Alice Collins.
Photo by Gary Fevreau.
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Congratulations to Noel McNamara OAM who turned 
80 in January. Noel is well known as founder and, with 
his wife Bev, a tireless worker for the Victims of Crime 
Association. Noel’s fund-raising sausage sizzle on Saturday 
mornings is a popular meeting spot in the Village.

A success story
After many years of lobbying for improvements to car 
parking around Ferntree Gully station, commuters now 
have an enlarged and improved car park. A new exit 
to Underwood Road will help to ease the peak time 
bottleneck in Alpine Street. 

At the opening, State MP for Ferntree Gully Nick 
Wakeling recalled the long process that led to this event. 

‘In 2014, I committed to upgrading and expanding 
the car park at Ferntree Gully station to enable  residents 
better access to public transport to the CBD. After 
many years of lobbying, and with the assistance of local 
residents, I was pleased to see funding was allocated for 
the upgrade of the car park;

A Rail Users survey in 2011 conducted by the Village 
Traders and  Neighbourhood Watch revealed that 50% 
of the 1400 commuters who responded came from the 
Gully, 30% from Rowville and 20% from other places, 
as far away as Berwick and Pakenham. 

Ferntree Gully Station Car Park

Shop 3/107 Station Street
Ferntree Gully

Your local IGA community store

Great  
Weekly  
Specials

Home  
Delivery

Seniors
Discount

087 Ferntreegully IGA A5 Postcard.indd   1 10/09/14   3:47 PM

Councillor’s columnGuess who turned 80! 

Happy 2018 everyone!  
2017 flew by and I’m sure before we know it we’ll be 
saying goodbye to 2018. 

However, before we do turn all our attention 
to 2018, we should remember some of the great 
moments in 2017 for Ferntree Gully and Upper 
Ferntree Gully:
•	 Drainage works began at Kings Park to 

significantly improve the ground for community 
and sporting use;

•	 Knox’s parking policy consultation has began 
and continues, with the biggest ever review of 
parking in Ferntree Gully  and Upper Ferntree 
Gully.  Roads Minister Luke Donnellan 
has been to Knox to see the area and begin 
discussions about Dorset Road;

•	 100 Station Street in Ferntree Gully was 
purchased by Knox Council with the plan for 
creating a community hub and the biggest 
revitalisation of the Ferntree Gully Village in 
decades; and 

•	 The Ferntree Gully News celebrated their 50 
issue!

One recent negative in 2017: the much beloved 
Carols by Candlelight had to be cancelled due to 
weather. However with preparations for March’s 
Knox Festival already under way, hopefully this year’s 
festival will be the biggest on record and  make up 
for missing the carols. 

2017 has been an exciting year, and I hope that 
everyone has a good 2018.

Dobson Ward Councillor
Jake Keogh
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Honouring and welcoming Australia Day Awards

Knox City Council honoured its leading citizens of the 
past year with a special Australia Day awards ceremony 
on 26 January. 

In front of a large and appreciative crowd, the 2018 
Knox Australia Day Award recipients were honoured 
for their selfless spirit, dedication and leadership in the 
service of our community. 
The 2018 Knox Australia Day Award recipients are: 
•	 Citizen of the Year: Darren Wallace
•	 Young Citizen of the Year: Bryce Prissmann
•	 Volunteer of the Year: Jane Meehan
•	 Local Hero: Beryl Renton
•	 Elder Citizen of the Year: Hurtle Lupton
•	 Environmentalist of the Year: Deirdre Loveless 
Official proceedings featured an address by Knox 

Australia Day Ambassador, Fabian Dattner, who is one 
of Australia’s leading female entrepreneurs and widely 
recognised as a highly effective, cultural strategist, 
teacher, author, facilitator and social entrepreneur. 

Festivities also included a special flag-raising 
ceremony and an Australian Citizenship ceremony, 
during which 100 Knox residents from 21 countries 
became official citizens of Australia. 
Generosity and selflessness 
Knox Mayor, Cr John Mortimore, applauded the 2018 
Knox Australia Day Award recipients, who he said 
epitomised a spirit of generosity and selflessness in the 
service of others. 

‘On Australia Day, it’s important that we recognise 
and honour the achievements of our community 
members, who have gone above and beyond in their 
efforts to serve the community,’ the Mayor said. 

‘The community members recognised today give 
a contribution that betters us as a society, and it’s 
something we should never lose sight of, nor take for 
granted ‘
‘In our busy, modern lives it can be too easy sometimes 

to overlook the importance and value of community 
service. 

‘However what we see with all of our award recipients, 
this and previous years, is 
a commitment to service 
that does our community 
proud.’

Front row, centre: Jane Meehan, Volunteer of the Year
Next row, from left: Young Citizen of the Year Bryce 
Prissmann, Mayor Cr John Mortimore, Citizen of the Year 
Darren Wallace, Local Hero Beryl Renton
Middlerow: Australia Day Ambassador to Knox Fabian 
Dattner, Elder Citizen of the Year Hurtle Lupton
Back row: Cr Peter Lockwood,  Deputy Mayor Cr Jake 
Keogh, and Awards Committee Chair Cr Tony Holland
Also honoured but unavailable for today’s ceremony was 
Environmentalist of the Year Deirdre Loveles
Photo by Barbara Oehring
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Another wonderful night was held on 14 December 
with the presentation of 15 bursaries of $500 each to 
students of Fairhills High School.

Donation towards these awards are from the 
Peace & Loyalty Lodge,  the Harold Boddy 
Beques t ,  the  Fernt ree  Gul ly   & Rowvi l l e 
Community Bendigo Bank and the Freemasons 
Foundation.                                                                                                                                                                

Fairhills scholarship awards night 
2017 Also, a generous individual donation of $1000 was 

given by the Grand Master of Freemasons Victoria, MW 
Bro. Don Reynolds.

These scholarship awards started after a bequest 
was left to the Peace & Loyalty Masonic Lodge 
by 100-year-old member Harold Boddy in 2014.                                                                                       
The members decided to use that donation to set up 
a permanent scholarship award for a school in the 
local district and the Peace & Loyalty - Harold Boddy 
Scholarship was formed.                                                                                               

Since then the Bendigo Bank and the Freemasons 
Foundation have matched the initial donation every 
year. 

Fairhills High School was chosen as the first recipient 
and the first donation of $3,000 in $500.00 bursaries 
to selected students, was given in 2015. In the next year 
this was increased to $6,000 giving 12 bursaries in 2016.                                                                                                                    
And in 2017, with individual members donating 
as  we l l ,  i t  has  r i sen to  $7,500 g iv ing  15 
bursaries of $500.00 each to selected students.                                                                                                   
With the continuing support of all benefactors we are 
sure that the scholarship program will increase and 
continue indefinitely.

Russell Hicken                                                                                                  
Secretary Peace & Loyalty Lodge

Community News

Fern Tree Gully Community 
Bank® Branch
www.kcbg.com.au

Supporting 
your community

All singing, all dancing: the village fair went with  swing
Music was a feature of  the Ferntree Gully Village Fair 
held in late November. With two performance stages 
and buskers, courtesy of The Basin Music Festival team, 
the magic of music carried  everyone along.

Sponsored by the Ferntree Gully Community Bank, 
the Fair was presented as a  thank you to the local CFA 
in their 75th anniversary year. The emphasis was on 
children’s fun. Around 500 people attended, mainly 
young families. 

Led by  the Ferntree Gully Village Traders,  community 
groups collaborated to put on the show: MDLC, 
Uniting Chuch, CFA, FTG Rotary, Knox Historical 
Society, St Vincent de Paul, Lions, Guides, Knoxbrooke, 
FTG Library and the Gully News team. 
Barbara Oehring took the photos.
More on page 21



Welcoming three new businesses to the Village

The Mae Collard School of Music
Mae Collard will be familiar to readers of Ferntree Gully 
News. She sang at our volunteers’ party last year and 
we have reported on her TLC choir at Upper Gully.   

Sequence Hypnosis
David and Kerry Coe have brought their family 
business, Sequence Hypnosis, to Ferntree Gully.  Kerry 
is transitioning the business from part-time at home 
to full-time at 125 Station Street in Ferntree Gully.  
David will move from his current job to the business 
as it grows over time. David and Kerry live in Tecoma 
in the Dandenong Ranges with their three primary 
school aged children.

In Australia, hypnosis is a self-regulated industry and 
therefore it is recommended that people seek treatment 
from trained hypnotists associated with professional 
organisations. Both David and Kerry trained at the 
Australian Academy of Hypnosis and have attained an 
Advanced and Master Diploma of Clinical Hypnosis 
respectively.  They are both members of The Australian 
Hypnosis Alliance (TAHA). 

To truly change your life, you 
must first change your mind

Clinical Hypnosis Services
125 Station Street, Ferntree Gully
0401 909 941
www.sequencehypnosis.com.au

20% 
Off*

* Feb / March 2018

ENQUIRIES AND ENROLMENTS
W: www.maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
E: info@maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au
F: maecollardschoolofmusic | T: 0411 718 422

Voice and Piano Lessons & TLC Women’s Choir

NEW MUSIC STUDIO OPENING 
JAN 30, TERM ONE 2018 
AT 15 ALPINE STREET 
FERNTREE GULLY!

The Mae Collard School of Music also featured as 
performers at the Village Fair.

 Now the Mae Collard School of Music is opening 
in Term One 2018 at 15 Alpine Street Ferntree Gully. 

About hypnosis
Everybody has been in a state of hypnosis thousands 
of times.  Whether you are engrossed in your favourite 
movie or simply day dreaming, you are relaxed and in 
a focused concentration state.  Hypnosis is simply a 
form of focused concentration and relaxation, where 
memory functions are enhanced. 

Clinical hypnosis is a very powerful tool that is used 
in a safe and comfortable environment and focuses 
on bringing about lasting change in a person’s well-
being.  During a clinical hypnosis session, you remain 
conscious and in full control throughout the whole 
session. The hypnotist guides you through a process 
into a relaxed trance like state.  A successful hypnosis 
session simply requires that you are clear on what you 
want to achieve, and that you can listen and focus on 
what is being said. 

A substantial amount of reported case studies 
exist that demonstrates the efficacy of hypnosis in 

many areas including resolving unwanted habits and 
overcoming fears and phobias.  Although not all areas 
are documented in recognised research papers, some 
of the more well researched treatments with positive 
results include pain management and anxiety. 

What Sequence Hypnosis offers
‘The objective is to help people be the best version 
of themselves that they can be, whether that be 
overcoming fears, increasing their confidence or simply 
improving health and wellbeing.’

 A typical hypnosis session is one hour, and depending 
on what the client wants to achieve, typically three 
to five sessions are required to obtain a lasting and 
sustainable change.

For more information, feel free to visit www.
sequencehypnosis.com.au, call us on 0401 909 941 or 
pop in for a chat.

The joy of music
Clients have already discovered the delights of Mae’s 
high quality joy-filled lessons. Not only does the  
school’s music tuition program nurture a love and 
enjoyment of music, it makes a positive contribution 
to personal well-being. As Mae says, they ‘teach with 
passion and genuine care for the progress of the 
students, their vocal health and musical appreciation’. 

Lessons are tailored to suit all ages and levels of 
experience, from beginner through to advanced. 
Whatever your music goals - performing to an audience 
or simply having fun - the staff at the Mae Collard 
School of Music look forward to helping you be the 
best you can be. 

To enquire about booking for Term One 2018 please 
contact maecollardschoolofmusic@gmail.com, www.
maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au or phone 0411 718 
422.
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Mae Collard with pupil Sophie Woods.



For 50 years, Knoxbrooke has provided support, training 
and employment opportunities for people with a 
disability in Ferntree Gully and surrounding areas.  

Realising there was a distinct need for a program 
that could bridge the gap between school and work for 
young people with a disability, the Knoxbrooke Achieve 
Program was born.  Now the program has its own special 
location at ‘Basecamp’, 88 Station Street,  right next to 
Ferntree Gully train station.  

What makes this one-to-two year program different 
is the wide variety of innovative and exciting activities. 
The course covers everything from cooking masterclasses 
and budgeting, workplace safety and rights at work, to 
volunteering and how to travel – including regional, 
interstate, and overseas. 

  Students are also exposed to a range of further learning 
opportunities and work experience options, life skills and 
small business set-up, and fun social activities such as 
camping, sailing, art and drama.  The focus at the end 
of the program is employment in the open workforce.

Employers who would consider offering a work 
experience placement to a student in the course are 

Knoxbrooke Achieve: The sky’s the limit!

invited to get in touch. 
Anyone with a disability, who may be daunted about 

making the leap from secondary school to work would 
benefit from contacting Knoxbrooke. They can help 
with questions like: What are the options? What’s right 
for me? How will I know when I’m ready for work? 

Knoxbrooke could be the answer. Talk to them about 
how they can help to make Knoxbrooke Achieve part 
of your NDIS plan.  

For more information or to enrol in the program, 
contact Knoxbrooke on 1300 KNOXBROOKE. www.
knoxbrooke.com.au 
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Photograph by Barbara Oehring

Mountain District Learning Centre,13-15 
The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
MDLC is a Learning and Community Centre whose 
purpose is to enhance the lives of people of all ages.

They do this in many ways: through courses and 

Helping you to be the best you can be
workshops in arts, crafts, languages, philosophy and 
more. Exercise groups, tai chi sessions and walking 
groups all contribute to health and wellbeing.

Call in at the Centre and pick up a program



8 Community News
Sponsored by 
Mountain Gate
Business Association

Knox Australia Day Awards – the personal stories

Hurtle Lupton: Elder citizen 2018
Hurtle Lupton has been nominated Elder Citizen 
of the Year by John McLeod in recognition of his 
sustained involvement in the Knox area and to the 
Knox community. 

Hurtle attended primary school and completed his 
secondary education in the Knox area.  Hurtle was 
also a Ward Councillor in the City of Knox for 20 
years, completing 3 terms as Mayor.  In 1992 Hurtle 
was then elected to the Victorian Parliament as the 
Member for Knox.  

As President and Member of the Knox Remembrance 
Day Committee since 2003 Hurtle has contributed to 
the ongoing success of this commemorative service.  
Hurtle has also been instrumental in the development 
and completion of the War Memorial at the Tim Neville 
Arboretum in Ferntree Gully.

Hurtle’s involvement in and around the Knox area 
has spanned many years and covered a great many 
community and sporting organisations; many of 
which he continues to support now.  To name just 
a few, Hurtle was a past president of the Boronia 
Primary School Council, a member of the Boronia 
High School Council and a member of Fairhills High 
School Council.  Hurtle was an honorary member and 
member of the Rotary Club of Boronia, the Director of 
the Eastwood Golf Club and President of the Eastwood 
Seniors Golf Club.  

Hurtle has also been Director of the Ferntree Gully 
& Rowville Community Bank from 2003-2005 and 
Chairman from 2006-16.  

Darren Wallace - Citizen of the Year
Darren Wallace has been nominated by Erica Brewer in 
recognition of his continuous dedication to the natural 
flora and fauna in the Knox area since 1989.

Darren is a qualified horticulturalist and an avid 
supporter of local remnant bushland restoration.  
Darren has been involved with the restoration of Knox 
based indigenous bushland, weed control works and 
cultivating rare and endangered plants to the Knox area.

Darren is the foundation member of the “Greening 
Knox” community group, has been involved with the 
Knox Environmental Society (including being Vice 
President for 5 years and President for 8 years) and a 
member of the Knox Council Environmental Advisory 
Committee.  

Darren is keen to pass on his knowledge and skill 
set to younger generations by attending workshops, 
working bees, building sensory gardens, pizza ovens 
and kitchen gardens for Primary and Secondary school 
students to use throughout Knox over the years. 

Darren also campaigns and advocates for public 
transport, bio-diversity protection and open space 
within Knox.

Jane Meehan - Volunteer of the Year
Jane Meehan has been nominated by Christine Clifton 
in recognition of her dedication and commitment to 
the Ferntree Gully Guides. 

Over the past 20 years Jane has led over 600 girls, 
attended over 40 camps and held various roles with 
the Guides including brownie leader, district leader 
and guide leader with the 11-14 year old Guides. Jane 
also mentors women as they work through the Guide 
leadership training program.

Jane has dedicated much of her time to ensuring 
Ferntree Gully has a thriving Guide community and 
works tirelessly on increasing the visibility of the Guides 
in Knox.  Jane is hard working and always willing 

to volunteer by liaising with the local community, 
completing grant applications, instigating working bees, 
coordinating hall hires and maintaining her weekly 
commitment to lead a unit.

Jane is the instigator of the Guides’ canned food 
collection each October.  The cans are shared with other 
organisations for utilisation and distribution to people 
requiring food assistance.  In 2017 over 430 cans were 
collected in one night.

Jane embodies the qualities included in the Guide 
laws; respect, honesty, trustworthiness, friendliness, 
thoughtfulness, optimism, courage and strength. 
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Photo by Barbara Oehring
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It wasn’t the delivery Mountain Gate Shopping Centre 
was expecting!

Last week a driver carrying a load of printed 
packaging lost the load in an accident that turned a 
busy intersection into a paper chase. 

Many people were part of extensive clean-up which 
spread down Ferntree Gully Road, Burwood Highway 
and throughout the busy Mountain Gate Shopping 
Centre. Police had to be called due to the litter spilt 
across the middle of the highway. 

Closing roads to traffic in such events is obviously 
required for safety reasons.

We have a feeling the driver will not be paid for this 
delivery!

Abley Real Estate, The Professionals 
Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre

(Thanks to Ray Abley for sending this news item and photo)

‘What a Mess’

Community News
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Want to try Street Orienteering?  This is done in small 
groups.  We’ll give you a map, and a list of items and 
places to find, and about an hour later, we’ll all be 
together again, and ready for a cuppa, or lunch. And 
of course, compare scores, but no prizes.  Just friendly 
company. This time in Taylors Lane. For more info. ring 
David on 0419 033 70311.

February’s other activities include the Picnic in the 
Park,  Cinema, Cards, Craft, Painting, etc. Friday 
walkers will travel to Brighton Beach, and on the 4th 
Friday at Jells Park.  Garden visits to two mansions 
in Brighton.  Men’s ‘Coffee and Chat’ will meet at 
11:00 am at Banksia Nursery.  Lunch this month 
(chinwaggers) will be at the Mulgrave Country Club, 
where you can enjoy a delicious Seniors Lunch.

Life Activities, Knox
On the 2nd Saturday, each month, you can meet us at 

the Metro Cinema Boronia, at 3:30 pm. We’ll see a film, 
and maybe go for a meal to socialise. Or come sailing 
with us, up and down the Yarra on 26 Feb, byo lunch.

At 10.00am Tuesdays, we meet for water aerobics at 
the Knox pool for fun and exercise. Afterwards, we get 
together for a morning tea, provided by the Centre. 

You are invited to our quarterly meeting on 28 
February.

For more information, or a copy of our current 
newsletter please ring Margaret on 9762 4332. You 
can also contact us on the net at www.life.org.au/knox

Knoxfield Ladies Probus Club 
This friendly club for ladies 55 plus is about to 
celebrate its 29th birthday.  They have interesting and 
entertaining speakers; they mingle and chat at morning 
tea and lunch, and enjoy a wide variety of outings. They 
welcome new members.
Where:  The Waverley Golf Club, Anderson Room, 82 
Bergins Road, Rowville 
When: Last Wednesday of the month at 9.45am
Contact: Val 9763 6175 or Bev 9753 3224 

Knox Probus celebrates December
 The aim of every Probus club is for members to enjoy 
life in retirement. In keeping with this philosophy, the 
Combined Probus Club of Knox celebrated December 
with two great functions – a dinner at the Titanic 
Theatre Restaurant in Williamstown as well as its annual 
Christmas lunch at the Stamford Hotel.

Now, clearly, the Titanic restaurant is not in our local 
vicinity. So, to avoid the long drive we travelled by bus, 
each of us being picked up from either outside or close 
by our homes and later returned to the same spot.  Of 
course, the journey still took some time but how good 
was it to be moving along the bus lanes whilst all other 
peak hour traffic was at or nearly at a standstill!

Some of us got into the spirit of the occasion by 
dressing appropriately – periodic attire suitable for the 
Steerage section of the Titanic. Ladies wore a variety of 
long lacy skirts, boas and fancy head wear and similarly 
the men with bow ties, pants and braces and bowler 
hats. This was an excellent night out made even more 
enjoyable by the audience participation.

The feature of our Christmas lunch, apart from our 
tasty three-course meal, was the entertainment provided 
by Comedian Don Jones. Don was to entertain us 
with comedy, magic tricks and member participation 
for approx. 45 minutes.  However, his routine was so 
funny and enjoyable for members and as he seemed 
to be having a good time himself he continued well 
past the agreed time. Then, our resident trips organiser 
Tricia brought us back to some serious business with 
her games of Trivia.  

For the foodies, our lunch was the traditional: soup, 
turkey ham or pork and vegetables and of course 
followed by some Christmas pud.  A great lunch and 
well done to all involved in organising it.

All in all, a great way to see off our 2017 year.
What will 2018 bring? Well our first meeting will be at 

the Tim Neville Arboretum  on 30 January commencing 
12 noon. A chance for you to find out what our club is 
about. Come along, bring a chair and your own food 
and have a chat.

Ray Stackpole
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Shopping for wisdom

Peter Stagg

What I learned in 2017
The year 2017, like the sixty or so before it, proved 
to be a great year for learning. I love learning things; 
it’s my favourite thing. The year again demonstrated 
that if there is anything on this planet that is constant 
then that thing is change. 

During the year I took a moment to return to a 
book I had read in the 1980s, Eric Fromm’s Fear 
of Freedom. I recall it had helped me sort out a few 
matters that had been bothering me at a time when 
major change was happening in my understanding 
of the world. I had forgotten most of it, but I came 
across a phrase that I had highlighted at the time. 
It read, ‘Creativity requires the courage to let go of 
certainties’. I remembered then that those words had 
indeed lifted a veil. I think I might now adopt it as 
a motto. It will have to replace my current motto of 
the last few years, ‘Question loudly. Think quietly’. 

So, what else did I learn?  Well I learned that 
Richmond has a football team – yellow and black if 
you hadn’t heard; that hailstones are bigger and more 
jagged than ever; and that gas and electricity and lamb 
cutlets must be made from diamonds.

I learned that my bank loves me so much and 
appreciates my loyalty so much that they sent me 
a letter advising that they are going to charge me 
increased fees. 

I learned that Burwood Highway is choked between 
Scoresby Road and Upper Gully every day, and I 
wonder about it being the major escape route from 

the Dandenongs in the event of a major fire.
I learned from a new acquaintance that man never 

walked on the moon; that Jews destroyed the Twin 
Towers; that Kennedy was taken out by the CIA and 
so, by the way, was Harold Holt, and that conspiracy 
theorists are still out there and going strong.

I learned that while age is no barrier to whatever 
you want, it can be fatal.

I learned that we have stopped the boats, and I 
wonder about where those people are drowning now. 
It shames me.

To my dismay I learned that Green Wedges are not 
necessarily green, nor are they wedges; and I learned 
that truth has several versions depending on what 
newspaper one reads. All you have to do now to know 
the truth is to wait until you see a version that appeals 
to you and shazam – it’s true all right. History has 
always been a bit like that, but now you can change 
the present and perceivably the future by simply 
ignoring the facts. What a shattering advancement 
for mankind. (Google confirmation bias).

I learned that grandchildren are hard work, just like 
everything else that is good in the world. They are my 
favourite people, for about a half an hour at a time.

And finally, I learned that while old friends are a 
constant source of enjoyment and fulfillment, it is 
new friends that keep life interesting, that stimulate 
conversation and ideas. Old friends know all about 
you, and still like you, but in new friends you have 
so much learn. May 2018 go well.

The Gully Men’s Shed in 2017 saw changes of the 
committee with a new president, Walter Mueller.

We continue to meet on Mondays and Thursdays 
between 9.30am and  3.00pm each week with a 
steady attendance of around eight to ten members. We 
currently have 15 members registered.

In 2017 we constructed several park benches and a 
seat swing for the Knoxbrooke facilities and completed 
more park benches and garden beds for Boronia Haven. 
We continue to do Bunnings community works and 
made a memorial seat for the  Ferntree Gully Salvos.

My remarks in your last issue concerning the new Royal 
Hotel were not intended to deteriorate or convey any 
idea to your readers that the venture would prove a 
failure, as any effort of mine to condemn such a noble 
structure would be useless. 

Situated nearly opposite the Gully terminus and 
within half a mile of the camping ground, it will 
command a large trade during six months of the year, 
and, owing to the superior and roomy accommodation 
which is at the disposal of the public, should no doubt 
be well patronised all the year round; for where can 
you find a place in Victoria where the weary mind can 
rest, the overtaxed brain find relief, or the overwrought 
constitution be recuperated, equal to Ferntree Gully? 

The water is pure and bright as crystal, the 
typhoid germs, adulterated milk, burglars and other 
abominations peculiar to large cities are unknown; 
therefore, with all these attributes, it must prove a 
resting place to the invalid as well as to the robust. 

The internal and external arrangements of this large 
establishment are perfect in every respect, and the 
embellishments will compare favorably with those of 
any similar establishment in the southern hemisphere—
it is a credit moreover to both the owner and contractor. 
I hear that it is to be formally opened on the 24th 
inst., her majesty’s birthday, a fitting day to open a 
Royal hotel. 

From the South Bourke and Mornington Journal 
(Richmond, Vic. : 1877 - 1920; 1926 - 1927), Wednesday 
15 May 1889, page 2. This item sent to us by Bill Ireland. 

The Royal in 1889New committee, new projects at the Gully Men’s Shed
We were able to donate and fill three or four crates of 

tools to be sent to Tennants Creek. These tools will be 
used by indigenous men and woman from the region 
in learning new skills. We appreciate the assistance of 
Cr Noel Cliff from the Yarra Ranges who instigated 
this wonderful idea.

We always welcome new members to our group 
who meet at the shed  located to the right near the top 
end of the Thousand Steps carpark. We have our own 
parking area.

For more information please ring Walter 0439 382 
879.

Congratulations! 
to the UFTG Cricket Club First Eleven’s
Team of the Decade 2007/8 to 2017/18

Announced on the Eve of Australia Day:

Peter Dunlop - Captain

Paul Henry

Daniel Beyer

Shane Luck

Josh Dowling

Dean Roberts –Wicket Keeper 

Jay Colee - Vice Captain

David Goodger

Alister Lord

Phil Salter

Rob Birnie
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Come and join us for a meal at the 
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully

Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888

www.ftgbowls.com.au

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club

For lunch
Tuesday to Friday

12.00pm to 2.00pm
On Sundays

12.00 to 2.00pm
And for dinner
Tuesday-Sunday

from 6.00pm

Closed Mondays

For bookings ring 9753 5888

Our Bistro is open

Players Reunion Match. Photographed by Gary Fevreau

Sports Page

Upper Ferntree 
Gully Cricket Club
On the eve of Australia Day 2018 the Upper Ferntree 
Gully Cricket Club hosted a Past Players’ Reunion 
Match.

The event has gathered the team that played the club’s 
last first division premiership win, that of 1999-2000 
against Belgrave.  That is, with one exception. Neville 
Toms has since passed away. However his brother 
Lynton (who had played in that Belgrave team ) is now 
taking his brother’s place in  this celebratory 20/20 
game. 

An invitational team of top  players of the last 10 
years was selected to play against the 1999-2000 
premiership team.  It is  quirk of cricket history that in 
that premiership team both Neville and Lynton Toms 
took 5 wickets for 57 runs for their respective teams.

 
Early history of the club
The Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club was established 
in 1926. (It  was  also known as Upper Gully.) The first 
game was played against Ferny Creek on 3 April 1926. 
Upper Ferntree Gully won by 36 runs. 

A week later the second game, played at home against 
Prahran Manchester Unity, saw the home side victorious 
by 21 runs. The decision of the match rested on the 
team scoring the most runs in 1½ hours. The Gully 
team scored 21 runs more than their opponents were 
therefore the winners. The scores were UFTG 9/121 (H. 
Tainsch 39, J Fleming 31*, M Henry 14*) def. Prahran 
MU 7/100. H Tainsch, M Henry & H.Rickard all took 
2 wickets. 

The inaugural full season of cricket played by the 
club took place in 1926-27 when the club took part in 
arranged competitive matches.

 
The club today
The current Club President is Rob Birnie, Captain 
is Peter Dunlop, Coach Brendan Heath and Juniors’ 
Coach Mick Beyer.
The club now fields 17 teams comprising:
2 Veterans over 40s
5 Seniors 
1 Ladies
2 Under 16s

1 Under 14s
2 Under 13s including Girls
1 under 12s
3 under 10s Girls and Boys

Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club is in the fortunate 
position of having three pitches on their home ground 
at King’s Park Reserve. Thanks to generous grants 
from Knox City Council, Bendigo Bank and the State 
Government and the support of Nick Wakeling, the 
Liberal Member for Ferntree Gully, the Club has newly 
installed nets and equipment to supply the needs of all 
players.

Upper Ferntree Gully Cricket Club welcomes new 
players of all ages and abilities. To ensure eligibility to 
play in the 2018 Finals players need to be signed up by 
the end of January.

Further information is available from the Secretary 
Kim Winters, 0409 559 800 or on the Club’s website 
www.uftgcc.com.au 

Beverley Mills

Upper Ferntree Gully 1999/2000 Premiership team.



Do you understand your family’s bush and grass fire risk?

Summer Safety12

There are over 600 homes in the Ferntree Gully 
CFA’s Bushfire Management Overlay (BMO) area. 
Neighbouring areas also have hundreds of homes in 
their BMO areas. It is imperative that all residents 
living in these areas have a well known and practised 
bushfire plan which involves every member of the 
family, including pets.

Look at the area you live in and ask yourself 
whether bushfires could ravage here. Google bushfire 
management overlay in Knox to see advice and a  map.  

How do you keep informed on a bad fire day?  
•	 Don’t expect a personal knock at the door … it 

won’t happen. 
•	 Keep informed by listening to AM 774 radio 

ABC Melbourne, checking the CFA on Facebook 
and Twitter or the website for Victoria Emergency 
www.emergency.vic.gov.au

•	 Always keep a watch out from your own property. 
You may be the first one to see a fire.

•	 Go out and smell the air for smoke and listen 
for fire sirens, aircraft and abnormal activity in 
your area. 

•	 Keeping informed is your responsibility.
•	 On a forecast bad bushfire day, if your property 

is in a potential fire area leave early, or the night 
before. The best place to be is ‘not there’.

•	 Remember that a well prepared property is more 
likely to still be standing after a fire.

Recruiting and training potential 
volunteer firefighters
We are recruiting potential firefighters, particularly 
members of our community (male or female) who 
would be available during worktime or school hours, 
Monday to Friday. Our brigade is responsible for all 
types of fire prevention and suppression within the 
Ferntree Gully area. We attend hazardous material 
incidents, vehicle fires, assist Ambulance Victoria, 
Victoria Police etc. 

We also have a Junior Volunteer Development 
Program suitable for boys and girls aged from 11 to 15. 
The program provides safe, enjoyable and challenging 
activities.

By joining our 100% volunteer brigade, you could

•	 Build your confidence and develop leadership 
skills

•	 Receive training that is accredited and recognised 
around Australia

•	 Learn skills and techniques that you could not 
imagine you could achieve. (Many skills are 
transportable into your employment.) 

•	 Learn first aid and emergency procedures 
•	 Develop emergency management and emergency 

response skills
•	 Develop new friendships
•	 S-T-R-E-T-C-H yourself
•	 Feel good about yourself by helping others in 

their times of need.
For more information, email info@ftgcfa.org.au
Recruiting can be completed online via the CFA 

website. 
Knox Fire Brigade recruit training begins in February
What are you waiting for?

Prepared by
Brigade Member Graham Crichton



Firefighting demonstration at the CFA Open Day.  
Photo by Barbara Oehring.
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Summer Safety
It is never safe to swim in or near 
Patterson River
Ben Rooks, President Carrum Surf Life Saving Club 
writes:
‘This weekend our lifesavers rescued two 18-year-old 
males from Ferntree Gully. This isn’t the first time 
we’ve rescued people from Ferntree Gully at Carrum 
Beach. We’re hoping you may be able to help us 
spread the word to your local community about the 
dangers of  swimming near Patterson River.’ 
As summer sets in and temperatures again begin to 
soar, Carrum Surf Lifesaving Club have issued a timely 
warning for people in Ferntree Gully who may visit 
their popular beach!

‘Strong currents are once again pulling swimmers in 
towards the Patterson River.’ 

On 9 January  2018, four people were safely pulled 
out of the river current by lifesavers and yet despite this, 
people are still failing to take head of warnings. 

Club Captain, Catherine Paulsen, said the rescues 
came despite several warnings from the lifesavers. 

‘We’ve arranged for big warning signs to be placed 
here. We speak to beachgoers. There are stories in our 
local paper and Facebook,’ she said. 

‘However, people continue to swim here. Even last 
Saturday, after they’d seen others swept away in a current 
and rescued, they continued to swim in the same place.’

It is never safe to swim in or near Patterson River.  
Always remember to swim between the flags.  Even if 
lifesavers are not on patrol at Carrum Beach, the safest 
place to swim is within the no-boating zone in front of 
the Surf Life Saving Club. 

For more information contact Ben Rooks, President 
on 0419 048 647.

Survive the heat this summer
Extreme heat kills more people in Australia than any 
other natural disaster.  People most at risk are older 
people, young children and people with a medical 
condition.  To survive the heat, it’s important to:
•	 Drink plenty of water.  Keep a drink bottle with 

you and take small frequent sips.  If your doctor 
normally limits your fluids, check how much you 
should drink during hot weather

•	 Never leave anyone in a car.  Never leave children, 
adults or pets in the car – the temperature can 
double in minutes

•	 Stay somewhere cool.  Spend time in air-
conditioned buildings such as libraries, shopping 
centres, cinemas or community centres.  Avoid 
intense activity like exercise and gardening

•	 Plan ahead.  Schedule activities for the coolest 
part of the day.  Stock up on food, water and 

medicines so you don’t have to go out in the heat
•	 Check on others.  Keep in touch with friends and 

family who may need help; take them somewhere 
cool for the day and look out for symptoms of 
heat related illness

•	 Don’t forget your pets.  Bring them inside, they 
will benefit from the cool tiles in your laundry or 
bathroom.  Try wetting their feet as many animals 
control their inner temperature through their 
feet.  Ensure there is plenty of cool, fresh water.

If you or someone you know is unwell, call Nurse-on-
call 1300 60 60 24 or see your doctor.  In an emergency 
dial 000.
For more useful informtion for seniors, google:
Knox Over 55s Zest4Life 
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14 Mountain District Learning Centre

What’s next for our community?

The word ‘community’ can be confusing and has very 
different meanings and interpretations. 

In 2018, we find ourselves, perhaps more than ever, 
in a range of fragmented communities – via social 
media, in the local area, nationally, or by way of our 
involvement with clubs and groups.  Communities 
can be harmonious or divisive, dominated by a few, or 
places of sanctuary.  At their best, it could be argued, 
they are truly interdependent, rather than independent 
or dependent, although all three elements are part of 
the human experience. 

What is your experience of community in Ferntree 
Gully?  Some may feel well connected and at peace, 
while others might have the opposite experience.  How 
can we, together, continue to make our community life 
the best that it can be for ourselves and others?

In a speech delivered in 2012, Professor Jim Ife notes 
that community development is less like a machine and 
more like a plant.  He said:

‘The appropriate metaphor for development of 
a community is not the machine that is built, 
serviced, repaired and kept running, with a 

constant input of energy.  
Rather it is the metaphor 
of the plant, that grows of 
its own accord, that needs 
the right environment, 
that draws energy from the 
natural world, that needs 
to be carefully tended, but 
is allowed to develop in its 
own way, with new branches 
and flowers sprouting in 
unpredictable places, yet with 
the whole forming a pattern 
of beauty and wonder. 

 ‘We need to be treating 
communit ies  l ike plants , 
allowing them to develop in 
their own ways, and to sprout 
in unexpected directions, rather 
than as machines designed to 

meet the needs of someone else.’  (Ife, 2012)

MDLC exists to support the community. We have 
done this since 1974. We do this through a variety 
of small and large groups, training, formal learning, 
events, partnerships and other programs.  We appreciate 
visitors, and you’re welcome to drop in between 9:00am 
and 4:30pm, Monday to Friday, to see what we do and 
whether you’d like to join in.

Dianne Lagerwey
MDLC Community Development Officer

An evening of smiles and laughter

A lot of wonderful and exciting things happened across 
the youth programs at Mountain District Learning 
Centre in 2017.  

One in particular was the Celebration Evening held 
early December at the Black Box, Burrinja Cultural 
Centre.   It was a night where the staff, students, family, 
friends and community came together to celebrate the 
achievements and success of our young people in the 
VCAL and Cottage programs that MDLC offers. 

The night was filled with smiles and laughter as we 
were entertained with music, videos and speeches. A 
highlight was listening to our local Knox Councillor 
and Deputy Mayor, Jake Keogh, speak about the 
importance of education, of being an active citizen 
and breaking down barriers,  Many times his speech 
would’ve resonated with many people in the room.  
It was also fantastic to see one of the senior students, 
Tayla Mitchell, speak to a room full of people with 
such confidence, on behalf of the Senior Class of 2017.  

MDLC students have had many challenges when it 
comes to education and it is an absolute pleasure to be 
part of their journey, to witness their growth as they 
become young adults and have the world at their feet 
with so.many opportunities. 

We hope that evenings like this where we recognise 
that hard work and effort result in positive outcomes, 
will stay with our young people through the next 
chapter of their life. 

Catherine Dobson 
MDLC Secondary Education Coordinator

The Victorian Education Department’s Skills First 
Reconnect Program aims to provide disengaged high 
needs learners with supports that will help reduce the 
barriers they face to participating and succeeding in 
training and the workforce.  Participants will be people 
with  acute levels of need who require support to assist 
them in engaging with and succeeding in education 
and training. 

K Y M (Victoria) Inc. is one of  26 RTOs that are 
receiving funding to provide Reconnect services to high 
needs learners in the local government areas of Knox, 
Maroondah and Yarra Ranges. Mountain District  
Learning Centre also offers Reconnect. 

Reconnecting with eduction and training

K Y M  and the other RTOs work together to provide 
Reconnect participants with the supports they need 
to successfully participate in education, training and 
employment. They assess the learning and non-learning 
needs of Reconnect participants to develop a Learning 
and Support Plan to assist them in transitioning to 
further training or employment.

Eligibility Criteria
The Skills First Reconnect Program is focused on 
supporting disengaged high needs learners who are:
•	 Young people aged 17–19 who are disengaged 

early school leavers, not currently enrolled in 

school or any education and training program 
and/or full-time employment, and 

•	 Long term unemployed people aged 20–64 
without Year 12 or equivalent attainment

Contact KYM:
Indi Mills on 0477 994 003 or email imills@kym.
com.au

Annette Hunkin on 03 9722 5777 or email 
ahunkin@kym.com.au
Contact MDLC

13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Tel. 9758 7859
mdlc.com.au
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Specializing in Repairing All Makes & Models,  

Prestige Vehicles & Light Commercials 

Hail Storm Damage 

 We Assist with All Insurance Claims 

 We only use Genuine Parts 

 Free Loan Car (not at  fault) 

 100% Lifetime Guarantee on All Repairs 

 Does your Insurer give you Choice of Repairer? 
 If not—You’re within your rights to request, 

   Unique Bodyworx for your Repairs. 
 

  Phone: 03 9758-1815 

894 Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully, 3156  

Quality yoga
Just over 20 years ago, yoga was considered ‘weird’ by 
the mainstream establishment, but is now so widespread 
and accepted, it’s everywhere. But as often happens, 
there is a big difference in the quality of teaching and 
prospective clients need to shop around.    

Yogaplex Yoga School in Upwey maintains the highest 
standards in the Yoga industry with highly experienced 
teachers who offer a comprehensive service, including 
specialised yoga therapy that addresses physical, mental, 
& emotional ailments without need for ‘medicines’ 
or ‘surgery’. As well as retreats and workshops they 
offer Yoga Teacher Training emphasising a long-term 
commitment along traditional lines rather than ‘instant 
masters’. 

It’s great that the vast, ancient wisdom of yoga is now 
applied almost universally, but  be discerning. There’s a 
vast difference between  experienced guides, and novice 
teachers.  See www.Yogaplex.com.au 

Yogaplex also run Spiritual Cinema, discussion 
evenings and  special events in their Magpie House 
facility, a magnificently restored Heritage icon in Upwey.

Top right: Vintage cars at the Village Fair. Photographed by 
Barbara Oehring
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Marvellous muffins
Muffins can be marvellous: there are numerous tasty 
flavour combinations and one can hide healthy 
vegetables in these baked goods.  Their individual 
portion size means they’re handy to pop into lunch 
boxes too.  

There are two distinct types of muffins: a part-
raised flatbread (which we call ‘English muffins’) 
and quickbread muffins (which we typically just call 
‘muffins’, although they’re also known as ‘American 
muffins’).  

Muffins can be savoury, with flavours such as spinach 
and feta, and carrot and zucchini or sweet, with varieties 
such as blueberry, banana, chocolate chip, and date 
bran.  One muffin outlet lists over 90 recipes in their 
traditional muffin range.

At home we like to bake high fibre muffins, which 
include bran and vegetables and have little or no added 
fats and sugars.  These muffins are healthy and tasty. 

Aside from baking at home, where you know exactly 
what goes into your mixing bowl, you may like to grow 
your own organic produce too.   

Carrots are easy to grow and are superb in muffins.  
One of the bonuses of carrots is that they grow beneath 
the soil so they aren’t nibbled on by possums.   

Growing culinary herbs at home is also rewarding.  
My hubby grows parsley and sweet basil in hanging 
baskets on the back verandah, which keeps the possums 
at bay.  

We adapted a couple of muffin recipes to come up 
with the following Carrot and Date Bran Muffin recipe.  
Once you’ve peeled your carrots, don’t forget to put the 
peels into your compost bin.

We regularly compost our plants from our garden 
compost bin.  It has some amusing and unintended 
consequences though, with pumpkin and tomatoes 
seeding themselves and growing in unlikely places. 

If you’re interested in Sustainable Food, which 
includes aspects such as growing your own vegies, eating 
seasonally and reducing food waste, head to the Ferntree 
Gully library.  The library, in conjunction with Knox 
City Council’s Gardens for Harvest and the National 
Sustainable Living Festival, will be hosting a Sustainable 
Food Week from 12-16 February.  

Carrot and date bran muffins

Ingredients:
1 ½ cups self-raising flour
1 cup bran
1 tsp baking powder
1 cup grated carrots
½ cup chopped dates (or sultanas, if you prefer)
1 cup milk
¼ cup maple syrup (or honey, if you prefer)
1 egg

Preheat the oven to 200 C.  Sift together flour and 
baking powder into a bowl. Stir in the bran, carrot 
and dates and make a well in the centre.  In another 
bowl, lightly whisk together egg and milk.  Fold this 
mixture, together with the maple syrup, into the dry 
ingredients until just mixed together.  A lumpy mixture 
is fine.  Spoon the mixture into muffin trays, filling 
them about 2/3ds full, and bake for 30 minutes.  Allow 
the muffins to cool on a wire rack for about 10 minutes 
before serving.

Bon Appétit.

Gemma Franks
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Sustainable Food Week 12-16 February at Ferntree Gully Library 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - COFFEE
NOW OPEN 

Shop 7, 101 Station Stree Ferntree Gully
Monday - Friday: 7am - 4pm

Saturday: 8am - 3pm
0468 935 275

breakfast/sandwiches/foccacias/burgers/
sweets/cakes/milk shakes/fresh juice

OPEN 7 DAYS & NIGHTS
Shop 9 & 10, 101 Station Street Ferntree Gully

9752 3237
www.fatchefspizza.com.au

Sunday - Thursday: 11am - 9pm
Friday & Saturday: 11am - 10pm

EAT IN - TAKE AWAY - HOME DELIVERY

Pizza - Pasta - Kebabs - Burgers - Ribs
Baked Potato - Hot Dogs- Main Meals

Milk Shakes - Coffee - Desserts

Growing your own vegies, eating seasonally and 
reducing food waste has never been more important 
than now. There is a quiet revolution happening in our 
kitchens, dining rooms and backyards!

Ferntree Gully Library is joining with Knox City 
Council’s Gardens for Harvest as part of the National 
Sustainable Living Festival (www.slf.org.au). 

Be inspired to take part in this great week of displays 
and events at Ferntree Gully Library.

All week (No bookings required) 
•	 Knox Community Gardens will be showcasing 

their suburban patches of edible paradise. 
Gardeners will be on hand during the week for 
vegie growing tips and Q&A sessions. 

•	 Discover sustainable businesses and initiatives in 
your local area at one of our displays.

•	 Borrow from the library’s extensive selection of 
books, magazines, DVDs and online resources. 

•	 Sow seeds and inspire your little ones at one of our 
Sustainable Storytimes – Preschoolers at 11am 
Tuesday 13 February, Family Storytime at 11am 
Thursday 15 February.

Wednesday 14 February 1-3pm (bookings required)
Super Simple Recipes from Scratch – with Jade 
O’Donahoo
Join us for a fun and informative cooking demonstration 

with the fabulous cookbook and blog author Jade 
O’Donahoo from Eat This My Friend.  Jade will be 
getting in touch with her Italian roots while she turns 
everyday pantry items and leftovers into very delicious 
dishes. 
A free event but bookings are essential.
Bookings – ring Ferntree Gully Library on 9800 6455 
or book online on the library website www.
yourlibrary.com.au

Ferntree Gully Library is a branch of Eastern Regional 
Libraries 

Ferntree Gully Library & Community Arts Centre
1010 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
Opening hours:  Monday-Wednesday 9am-8pm, 

Thursday & Friday 9am-5.30pm, Saturday 10am-1pm

Ferntree Gully
Post Office

Deposits/Withdrawals from most Banks
Bill Payments for Rates/Water/Telstra/ATO

& many others

Passport Photos & Passport Interviews
Identity Checks for: Banks/WWC/Police/

Land Titles

Greeting Cards for all Occasions
Books & Toys for Children

Office Stationery/House Goods & 
Confectionery

Smart Phones: Pre-paid Vouchers and  
Accessories

Copy, Fax, Scan, Email & Print Services 
Available

67 Station Street, Ferntree Gully
Open M-F 9-5. Sat. 9-12pm  Ph 03 9758 7822
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After School Art  at the Hut Gallery
Each week at the Hut Gallery last year a group of 
eight girls who are excited about art explored different 
mediums and techniques. At the end of the year they 
had to choose two or three pieces of their best work  
to put into a display in the foyer of the gallery during 
the Immerse exhibition. 

It was wonderful to see the turnout of parents and 
family for the opening. Support of family and friends 
is so valuable to the kids. In fact, this sort of support 
is valuable to all members of the Ferntree Gully Arts 
Society.

Rob Diss who was  judge for the evening is a retired 
art teacher and winner of many art awards. Rob 
commented that the standard for the work was very 
good for the ages of the kids which was from eight to 
thirteen. 

The Society acknowledges sponsorship from Zart Art 
who provided gift vouchers for prizes. 

The winners were:
Zart Art First Prize Senior: Cloe for ‘Thistle’
Zart Art Second Prize Senior: Alex  for ‘Yachts’
Zart Art First prize Junior: Lottie 
Zart Art Second Prize Junior: Mia 
FTGAS Encouragement Award: April for ‘Emu’

February Exhibitions
Weekends from Sunday 4 to 25 February,

In the foyer, Carol Griffith’s exhibition 
‘Printing and Variation’

In the gallery, the members’ exhibition
 ‘Animals and Insects’

Official opening 2.00 pm Sunday 4 February
Works for sale, free entry

All welcome

All classes and workshops resume
Members and non members welcome

Information: thehutgallery.wordpress.com

March Exhibitions
Weekends from Sunday 4 to 25 March

In the foyer an exhibition of 
Olga Megele’s and Hsin Lin’s art works

In the gallery the members’ ‘Collage Exhibition’
Official opening 2.00pm Sunday 11 March.

Works for sale, free entry
All welcome

Weekly Workshops and Classes available
 for members and non members

157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

The Ferntree Gully Arts Society
at The Hut Gallery

Do you have a little dancer who bops around more than walks?
Do you have a child who is looking for somewhere fun to dance?

Are you a dancer looking for a new home to grow & learn?

Look no further than Tempo Dance Company

We offer quality classes in all aspects of

Book your FREE TRIAL CLASS with us TODAY

* 9758 9163 or 0409 300 273 *
Clematis Hall - 2072 Wellington Rd near (CFA Depot) 

CLEMATIS
St Simon’s Hall - 2 Taylors Lane
ROWVILLE

Factory 4 / 14 Edina Road

Classes to suit all ages beginners to advanced

* CONTEMPORARY * ACRO / CHEER *

* JAZZ * TAP * CLASSICAL BALLET * HIP HOP *

FERNTREE GULLY
“gotta dance at tempo”

D A N C E  L E S S O N S
We teach Jazz, Tap, Hip Hop, Lyrical Ballet &

Creative movement classs for 2-3 year olds

Our aim is to provide a fun & creative
environment without the stress of exams

Reasonble fees
Call Noelene 0419 156 377

Or see www.ntdancers.com.au
Studio: FTG Uniting Church,The Avenue

All teachers with Working with Children licence

g{x aÉxÄxÇx gtçÄÉÜ WtÇvxÜág{x aÉxÄxÇx gtçÄÉÜ WtÇvxÜág{x aÉxÄxÇx gtçÄÉÜ WtÇvxÜág{x aÉxÄxÇx gtçÄÉÜ WtÇvxÜá    
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U3A expands into 2018
New premises in Knoxfield enable new courses
With Knox Council granting shared usage of the 
Carrington Park Leisure Centre in Knoxfield, Knox 
U3A is ready to expand its already impressive curriculum 
into 2018. With a steadily growing membership (1350 
at the time of writing) the limitations of our Fairhills 
campus was beginning to be felt, so this acquisition 
is most timely. It has allowed us to plan additional 
activities, and to expand some of our more popular 
programs.

A further 19 new programs are offered in Term 1 of 
2018, making a total course list of 166 varied activities 
and courses. Traditionally, approximately one third of 
these fill very quickly, so prospective new members are 
encouraged to join sooner, rather than later.

Our ever popular language courses will be enhanced 
by the introduction of beginner’s levels of Latin and 
Japanese. Another Yoga session will be introduced, 
bringing the total Yoga offerings to six, and various 
lifestyle issues, so important to our age-group, 
will be available, from short-term courses such as 
‘Neurolinguistic Programming’ to more extended items 
such as ‘Understanding Dementia’.

Our sporting programs will be increased by the 
addition of another golfing group, and an Introduction 
to Lawn Bowls is planned, whilst musically a further 
ukulele group is proposed.

Interest and hobby groups will be served by a new 
‘Lunch and Social’group, a philatelic club and a 
travel club, whilst the popular role-playing game of 
the eighties, Dungeons & Dragons, will be trialled.   
Finally, our already impressive array of craft groups will 
be augmented by a new group, euphemistically called 
‘Everything Yarny’.

With the availability of Carrington Park so many new, 
and hitherto impossible activities may become reality. 
Ballroom Dancing and ‘Men’s Shed’ are two under 
consideration, so watch this space. Finally if readers out 

there with specific skills or talents would be interested 
in volunteering their time to run courses, we would be 
so glad to hear from you.

Full details of these, and all other activities are readily 
available on our website at www.knoxu3a.org.au or 
contact our office on 9752 2737 between 9.30 and 3.30 
and speak to our staff. New members are also able to 

One of our two Line Dancing groups strut their stuff at the recent Knox U3A Variety Concert.

At the same concert, a plethora of guitars, ukuleles and other instruments form the ‘Music Muster’ Group. Many such 
instrumental ‘fun’ groups exist within our curriculum.

join via the website and, at $60 per annum membership 
I am sure you will agree that Knox U3A offers fantastic 
value for money.

John E Ford 
Publicity Officer, Knox U3A
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Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156. 
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156 
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sean and Rachel Attard
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road 
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
Tel.9758 0217
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Worship
Worship Sunday 8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist with hymns. Sunday School 
for children 
Thursday 10.00am Holy Eucharist followed by cuppa 
and chat 
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

Foothills Community Care hosts another great lunch
‘We had just over 250 people come through our doors 
on the day to enjoy a great lunch together, and more 
than that, great company,’ reports Steve Barrington of 
Foothills Community Care. 

This event was only made possible through the 
dedication of a great team of volunteers who helped 
prepare, set up, cook and serve food, wash dishes, pack 
up, serve tables, welcome people, serve  drinks, entertain  
children and adults and hand out gifts. 

Many local individuals, groups, schools, businesses, 
sporting clubs, churches and other charities contributed 
in  many ways: through the donation of food, gifts, time 
and funds, making the day such a success and making 
such a difference in the lives of many. 

‘There were so many great stories from the day of 
people who really appreciated the welcome they were 
given,’ added Steve. ‘We thank all who contributed such  
generous support.’ 

Foothills Community Care also run Casseroles Co-op 
as well as a weekly meal night in Upwey on a Monday 
and Ferntree Gully on a Wednesday. These will both be 
recommencing in February. 

Making a difference on Christmas Day

Churches Page

From 10 January 2018, Captains Sean and Rachel 
Attard, along with their two sons, will be overseeing 
the Ferntree Gully Salvos. They are a great couple who 
strive to get involved with the community and get to 
know many people in the surrounding area. 

 Corps officers Lt Sharnna Ainsworth and Major 
Julie Grant (church ministers/pastors) have moved on 
in 2018. Sharnna has been appointed to the Frankston 
City area and Julie to be Area Officer for the South 
Eastern region of Victoria. We wish them well in their 
new positions and thank them for their work here.

Looking back, the year 2017 was a busy one for the 
Salvation Army in Ferntree Gully. We commenced an 
afternoon activity called Gully Kids for primary age 
school children. Loads of games and activities relating 
to the theme chosen for the day! We endeavoured to 
connect to students  attending the Wattleview Primary 
School next to the church. However, attendance  is open 
to all students from other primary schools.

We were able to assist over 90 family units in 
December for Christmas Cheer. We gave vouchers, 
food hampers and toys to all the families that came 
for assistance in making Christmas a little more joyful 
this year. That was our goal. We are so grateful to the 
many people, schools and companies that donated toys 
and food during our appeal time. Thank you for your 
ongoing support in this way.

Our worship time on Sundays is at 10.00 am. All are 
welcome to attend. Great way to meet the new leaders 
of the church.. If you have any queries, please do not 
hesitate to contact the office on 9752 2682.

Salvation Army welcomes new 
leaders

St Joseph’s and St. Bernadette’s Parish in Boronia Road, 
Boronia, is hosting the World Day of Prayer on Friday 
2 March 2018 at 10.30am. 

Boronia, Wantirna and Ferntree Gully Churches are 
gathering together again this year in prayer with others 
from across the world. 

This year we are honouring the Women of Suriname. 
The theme is ‘All God’s Creation is Very Good!’ The 
red and yellow heliconia plant is native to Suriname 
and the majestic kapok (ceipa) tree is a beautiful giant 
of their forest. 

Come along. Join us in prayer and stay for morning 
tea afterwards.

For further information please contact Rosemary & 
Graham Gibson 97610094

World Day of Prayer 2018

By the time you read this, Christmas 
will probably be a blurred memory, 
and so last year!  

However, we thought you might 
like to know how the Uniting 
Church themed Christmas Tree 

Festival went. This event was our part in the Ferntree 
Gully Village Festival in November.  The stream of 
people through our premises was steady.  Those running 
the café in the hall, and the egg and bacon rolls out front 
were able to keep pace without getting overwhelmed.  

The tree themes in the exhibition were very 
imaginative, for example:  Optoma-tree! (covered in 
old spectacles);   Gum-tree (lolly teeth!);  Bottletop-tree 
(speaks for itself );   Artist-tree (hand painted pictures);  
Art hist’ry-tree (classic Christmas icons);  Anti-bigotree 
(one of the messages of Christmas).   But the one which 
won the $50 prize was from Interchange, with their 
Eggstraordinary-tree!  This was made from, you guessed 
it, painted egg cartons, complete with delightful little 
decorations.  Well done and congratulations to all who 
took part.

The money raised during the day went towards $500 
donations to each of: CFA, Foothills Community Care’s 
Wednesday Meals, and the Mental Health Ministry of 
the Uniting Church.

So, thank you all who came and supported us on such 
a hot day. Hopefully you had a chance to rest your weary 
legs and have a nice cup of tea and a home-made cake.

Cheers for 2018!

Pat Rivett

An Eggstraordinary Christmas tree
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Ferntree Gully News photographer Barbara Oehring visited the 
Village Fair and her pictures capture the spirit of the day.



Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP for 

Ferntree Gully

Aston Shield awards 2017

At the end of each year, I have the pleasure of 
recognising some of our great young citizens in Ferntree 
Gully through the presentation of the Aston Shield. 

In each school, the Shield is awarded to a student 
for good citizenship; someone who has demonstrated 
compassion, a commitment to others, and who has 
been a great role model for their school and community. 

The Aston Shield is awarded in the spirit of Tilly 
Aston, who was a remarkable woman in Australian 
history who did so much for the welfare of blind 

people. The Federal Electorate of 
Aston (which covers most of Knox) 
is named after her. 

Tilly was born in 1873 and was 
completely blind by the age of seven. 
Yet, despite her obvious challenges, 
Tilly’s courage and tenacity brought 
great advancement for blind and 
vision impaired people. She secured 
voting rights, better access to public 
transport, and established the first 
braille library. (Tilly herself had to 
drop out of university because there 
were no braille books). Finally, she set 
up Vision Australia – an organisation 
that still exists today and helps tens of 
thousands of people each year. 

I am very proud of our young winners. If Tilly were 
alive today, I am sure that she would also be very proud. 

Shelby Nation-Bates from Fairhills Primary School 
was recognised as a winner of the Aston Shield in 2017. 
Shelby has shown leadership, community involvement 
and achievement across all areas of the school 
curriculum. Throughout the year he participated in a 
leadership forum and various school events including 
camp cross country, athletics and the school soccer 
team. Shelby always has a positive attitude towards his 

learning and is always willing to volunteer to give a 
helping hand. He is a helpful and skilled Sports Captain 
who has assisted in the organization and execution of 
many whole school events. The Aston Shield winners 
from the other schools were equally impressive. 

Other local students who received the Aston Shield 
in 2017 were:
•	 Amber Holloway from Wattleview Primary 

School
•	 Chelsea Martin from Kent Park Primary School
•	 Brady Hunt from Mountain Gate Primary 

School
•	 Hamish Maudlin from St Andrews Christian 

College
•	 Ariella Berton from Knox Park Primary School 

and
•	 Mikayla Cutler from Fairhills High School.
Congratulations to our outstanding young citizens. 

The Hon Alan Tudge,
Federal Member for Aston. 
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The Rotary Junior Community Award is for children 
in Year 6 in Primary School. 

The Award is a program aimed at giving young 
children the opportunity to develop attitudes towards 
volunteerism by assisting organisations and people in 
need, to learn about their own community, to develop 
healthy attitudes towards physical recreation and to 
develop new skills. 

The Award is based on the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award  (beginning at 14 years) but with modifications 
to suit a younger age group and also a different set 
of aims. The Rotary Award is non-competitive and 
can be designed to cater for the mental and physical 
capabilities of all children. Based on a series of activities 
that take place during the first three terms of the year, 
each participating child has the opportunity to design  
activities to suit their own set of skills and opportunities. 
Adults monitor their progress. 

The Award asks children to focus on four main aspects 
of community life; 
•	 Community Service where children help other 

people 
•	 Skills, where children learn a new hobby or 

interest 
•	 Physical Recreation with the accent on 

participation as well as performance and 
•	 Social Experience where children take part in 

a range of community activities including a 
community celebration, a community meeting, 

Rotary serving the community
a cultural exchange, a religious experience and 
an arts performance. 

The Rotary Club of Fern Tree Gully has been 
privileged to run this program with Ferntree Gully 
North Primary School for more than 15 years now. In 
the last couple of years Fairhills Primary School have 
also joined the program. It was wonderful to have a 
joint certificate ceremony for the two schools and to 
have local MP Nick Wakeling to present the certificates. 

Pictured above are participating students, President Christine Anderson, Matt Sutherland, Stuart Beevers and our Local 
Member of Parliament Nick Wakeling.



The Oral Health Program at EACH supports early 
childhood services participating in the Smiles 4 Miles 
program to improve oral health and promote the three 
key messages of Drink Well, Eat Well and Clean Well.    

Smiles 4 Miles is an initiative of Dental Health 
Services Victoria and is implemented locally by EACH. 
The aim of the program is to improve the oral health of 
Knox and Maroondah preschool aged children and their 
families by encouraging healthy eating, healthy drinking 
and good oral hygiene. In 2017, 75 early childhood 
services were enrolled in the program through EACH.

Tooth decay affects approximately half of all Victorian 

Smiles 4 Miles program improving children’s oral health

school aged children and it is five times more prevalent 
than asthma.  Every year 26,000 Victorians are admitted 
to hospital for fillings or the removal of teeth with a large 
number of these procedures being potentially avoidable. 

 ‘We know that good oral health is essential to your 
overall health and wellbeing, and we also know that good 
habits are learned early in life,’ Diana Roggenbucke, 
Smiles 4 Miles Coordinator for EACH, said.

‘That is why we are encouraging good oral health 
habits with the youngest members of our community 
and their families,’ Diana said.  

The number of children accessing the Oral Health 
Program at EACH has tripled in the last six years.  In 
2017 the  Oral Health Program at EACH began offering 
oral health screenings to preschools and early childhood 
services enrolled in the Smiles 4 Miles program to 
further combat tooth decay, and this service will again 
be on offer in 2018. 

For more details, contact:
Diana Roggenbucke 
Smiles 4 Miles Coordinator 
EACH
Tel: 97576209
Email: diana.roggenbucke@each.com.au

CO-EDUCATIONAL | ELC TO VCE
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Congratulations to the Ferntree Gully Endeavour 
Award winners for 2017. MP Nick Wakeling presented 
the awards which are made each year to recognise 
outstanding achievement by school students. 

Mr Wakeling commented:
‘Each year I have the great honour of presenting the 

Ferntree Gully Endeavour Award to local students across 
Knox. Each government, Catholic and Independent 
school in the Ferntree Gully electorate nominates their 
annual Endeavour Award recipient in recognition of 
outstanding achievement throughout the year.

‘I am pleased to visit each school to present a student 
with the award before school peers, friends and families, 
in celebration of a commitment to excellence and effort.’

Students from schools in the Ferntree Gully electorate 
who received awards are:
Mountain Gate Primary School    Mia Brock
FTG North Primary School    Lucy Powers
Eastern Ranges School    Jarred Bathie-Moore
Kent Park Primary School    Nikita Ryan
St John the Baptist Primary  School    Logan Lee
Fairhills Primary School    Harrison Brecht
Wattleview Primary School    Liam Ryan & Antonia 
Mihaesi
Fairhills High School    Lon Yin Mok 

School students’ achievements 
honoured

Nick Wakeling with Nikita Ryan, Kent Park Primary 
School



The Joeys came home full of adventures, 
great memories and a blanket badge in 
hand!

Joey Scouts is for boys and girls aged 
5 through to 7. It is the very first link 
in a path to adventure and fulfilment 
through scouting. The Joey Scout motto 
is HOP - Help Other People. It’s your 
Hop into Scouting! 

You can try three nights for free! So 
come along and join in the fun. Scouting 
is for youth from age 6 to 26 years. After 
26 lots of fun is to be had by becoming a 
leader! Go to: https://scoutsvictoria.com.
au/locations/all-groups/ to find your 
nearest Joey Mob!

Nicole Klep,
District Leader Cub Scouts
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Joey Scouts have a hopping great time at the Melbourne Zoo
On Saturday 18 November approximately 
1200 Joeys from about 120 Joey Mobs 
across the state of Victoria descended 
on Melbourne zoo for their annual ‘Zoo 
Day.’ The weather was brilliant and, 
whichever way you looked, you could 
spy a Joey!

Joeys travelled to the zoo with their 
families or as a Joey Mob. They had 
great fun exploring and discovering the 
wonders of the zoo. 

At 12.30pm all the Joeys came together 
to form one very large Joey Hop. Joeys 
form a circle (in this case one very large 
circle), they put their hands up to form 
paws, take a ‘hop’ and say ‘Help Other 
People’.

Zander, from the 1st Basin Scout 
Group, got invested (in a borrowed Joey 
top) as a Joey Scout at the zoo which was 
very exciting for him. 

Annual fundraiser for Indian charities

The annual dinner for the two Indian charities 
supported by Gully people and their friends will take 
place on 3 March. This makes a huge contribution 
towards Prabhat Alloi Inc, or the House of a New 
Dawn, Australia, which supports impoverished villages 
in India. This year we are proud to have contributed 
towards providing infrastructure, food, clean water and 
medicine for a leprosy village, and emergency support, 
education and training in the Prabhat Alloi villages of 
Dabar in West Bengal. 

Teresa Cannon has just returned from a visit to 
the other charity, Learning and Ideas for Tibet (LIT) 
which conducts English classes and skills training for 
Tibetan refugees. The school employs highly qualified 
English teachers who work in a voluntary capacity. 

Annual Fundraiser
For Prahbat Alloi and Learning & Ideas for Tibet
When: 6 pm, 3 March 2018
Where: Mumbai Grill, 42 Station Street, Ferntree Gully
Bookings at tcannon@bigpond.net.au
Or 0415 414 820

Formal classes are delivered each morning followed 
by less formal English conversation in the afternoons. 
Students also undertake computer training which adds 
substantially to their employability. 

Students at LIT debate various topics in English. This facilitates their learning, enabling them to communicate and 
understand new ideas and concepts.

The Upwey Country Music Club is presenting a Walk 
Up - Open Mic concert, on Sunday 4 February, at the 
Guides Hall in Underwood Road, Ferntree Gully, from 
12.30 - 5 pm. Artists perform songs in the Country, 
Bluegrass and Folk genres. The hall can accomodate an 
audience of up to 100. All welcome.

New singers, musicians, and bands are always 
welcome. A band or musician is available to back 
singers, if required. Just bring your music along.

There is a small entrance charge of $7 ($5 for 
members) to help cover costs. The club runs regular 
concerts on the first Sunday of each month at the 
Guides Hall. 

Enquiries to Graham 03 5964 8298
Photo above: Singer Rusty Springs

Country Music Show
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Maypole dancing featured at the ‘Teddy Bears’ Picnic’ 
Open Day of the Knox Historical Society in the house 
and gardens of Ambleside. Visitors, especially the 
children, enjoyed old time games and dressing up.  

A visiting exhibition inside the homestead was another 
popular attraction. This was a spectacular collection of 
hand knitted and crocheted tea cosies and soft toys. 

Days of olde and time for tea

These are part of ‘Craft for Cancer’, a fund-raising 
campaign which will culminate in a major exhibition 
at the Warratina Lavender Farm  in Wandin from 14 
to 22 July 2018. 

Send in your entry to the Tea Cosy competition. 
Cash prizes. For further details phone Lorraine on 
1400 102 554
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WEDDINGS 
& Casual Hire 

OF AMBLESIDE 

HOMESTEAD  

 

This beautiful heritage listed homestead 
is available for hire for Weddings & 

Photographs 
The buildings & gardens of the Homestead along with the 
original cottage built in the 1890s are carefully & lovingly 

maintained & preserved in keeping with the heritage. 

With the back drop of a pretty Chapel porch, the house with 
its sweeping veranda & picturesque gardens make an ideal 

setting for wedding ceremonies & photographs. 

Family gatherings, group bookings, Club gatherings & 
ceremonies are also welcome (restrictions apply). 

For Full Details & Application form please contact the Knox 
Historical Society Inc. 

Phone:  9758 6722 or Email:  khs@relics.com 



‘Live life as if everything’s 
rigged in your favour’ 
– Rumi
Inspiring words by one 
of my all-time favourite 
poets, and very befitting 

for the New Year.
A New Year that brings with it a change 
of name for me as I revert back to my 
maiden name. 

Diana Roggenbucke
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Starting your business workshop
Prepare to get your bright idea off the ground, step by 
step, at this essential planning workshop packed with 
vital start-up tips, tools and expert guidance that will 
prepare you to give your business the best chance of 
success. 

Come to grips with everything you need to know 
before you get started and walk away prepared with a 
clear vision of the next steps needed to turn your idea 
into business reality. 
Where: Knox City Council, 511 Burwood Highway, 
Wantirna South
When: Wednesday 7 February 2018
Time: 9:30am – 1:00pm
Tel: 9298 8000
Cost: $30
Email: business@knox.vic.gov.au
For more information go to http://www.knoxbiz.com.
au/event/

Life Cycle 55+ Explore Knox
Life Cycle 55+ Explore is a program for older adults. 
These rides are all about exploring your local area and 
take place on Saturdays at 8.30 am from Kings Park 
in Upper Ferntree Gully. The rides take place on local 
bike paths, roads or trails and are designed to develop 
rider confidence, but are also perfect for those who just 
want to ride. 

If you are looking for a fun and a social way to stay 
active while riding your bike, with the support of a 
qualified riding leader, this is the perfect way to begin. 
Everyone is welcome regardless of riding ability! 

First 2 rides are free – after that a fee of $5 a week 
applies
Where: Kings Park, Upper Ferntree Gully 
When: Saturday mornings
Time: 8:30am 
Tel: 8480 3077 - Mark Drehlich    
For more information go to www.lifecycle55.com.au 

Breastscreen Victoria Information Session
This session focuses on educating women on how to be 
breast aware and aims to inform about the free breast 

screening program (for people over the age of 50) at 
BreastScreen Victoria. 

This 30 minute presentation covers topics on: 
•	 Breast health awareness
•	 Risk factors
•	 Myths
•	 Signs and symptoms (screening vs diagnostic)
•	 Breast screen process

Where: Boronia Library, Park Crescent, Boronia
When: Tuesday 20 February 2018
Time; 3:00pm – 4:00pm  
Tel:  9800 6488
Email: tracey.martin@erl.vic.gov.au

Film and Pizza Night (U3A)
This is a fun and social evening with pizza and films 
that are popular with regular U3A members. 

If you are looking for an enjoyable way to spend the 
evening, come and join the fun. 
Where: U3A Parkhills, 1A Park Boulevard, Ferntree 
Gully
When: Wednesday, 21 February 2018
Time: 5:30pm-8:00pm
Tel: 9752 2737
Cost:  $5. Please book by 14 February.

Knox Festival 2018
The Knox Festival is on again in 2018 and promises to 
be a lot of fun. This is a Community family festival, 
including twilight cinema. As always there will be lots 
of activities for all ages including art and craft, music 
and live performances, community presentations, 
stallholder’s delights, kitchen cook ups and of course 
the fireworks display.  
Where: Wally Tew Reserve, Ferntree Gully
When: Saturday 3 March  & Sunday 4 March 
Time: 10am-5:00pm
For more information: 
http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/knoxfestival

24/7 Immediate Health Advice – Nurse-On-
Call 1300 60 60 24
Be sure with immediate health advice. Nurse-On-Call 
is conveniently available at all times from wherever you 
are. And is there to keep the emergency department for 
emergencies.  You can receive advice and peace of mind 
from a registered nurse when:
•	 You or someone you care for is feeling unwell.
•	 You are not sure if the issue is an emergency.
•	 You need advice on health services in your area.

C H A M P I O N (Community Hub and 
meeting place in our neighbourhood)
CHAMPION is a safe place to gather your thoughts, 
collect some food for your pantry and use the computer 
to look for work or information.  Have a chat to one of 
their Community Care Workers, be referred to other 
local services and meet with others over a hot or cold 
drink. 

Services available:
•	 Emergency Food Relief Pantry
•	 Computer and Internet access 
•	 Budgeting assistance
•	 Information brochures & resources
•	 Referral to local services
•	 Advocacy
•	 Someone to chat to
•	 Tea & coffee

Where: Temple Society Australia Community Hall, 51 
Elizabeth Street, Bayswater
When :  Open Mondays 9:30am-12:3pm and 
Wednesdays 1pm -3pm 
(Fresh bread, fruit and vegetables available every 
Wednesday)

For more information please phone Martin Eaton, 
Community Care Worker on 0433 335 815

EACH – 1300 003 224
National Disabilities Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 
EACH is a registered NDIS provider for people up to 
65 living with disabilities – if you would like to know 
more about NDIS and how it might affect your child, 
your family and yourself, please contact EACH on 
1300 003 224.

The Tree of Life
The Tree of Life is a group that aims to celebrate each 
child’s strengths.  Children can explore their unique 
qualities and stories found in a fun and creative way. 
Where: EACH Wantirna Site, 1/603 Boronia road, 
Wantirna 
When: Wednesdays commencing 10 January 2018
Time: Children 10:00am-11:30am, Adults 1:00pm 
– 2:30pm 
Cost: $10 per person

EACH Dental Clinic
The EACH Dental Clinic offers high quality, ethical 
and affordable dental care for the whole family.  EACH 
has been successfully delivering public dental services 
to the communities of Knox and Maroondah for over 
20 years, and are now able to offer services to everyone 
through their private (fee paying) dental option. 

This service provides:
•	 All general care for children and adults
•	 Check-ups, cleaning and preventative care
•	 All emergency care for children and adults
•	 Advice and consultation
•	 Denture care
The service is available at the Ferntree Gully Site, 

1063 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully, and is available 
Monday to Saturday, offering timely appointments. 

For more information on other treatments available 
or to make a booking, 

Tel: 9757 6200 or visit the website www.each.com.
au/service/each-dental-clinic



Playtime
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The Gully T O W N Weight Loss Club
We are a non-profit organisation, run by volunteers who 
work to promote healthy lifestyle changes.  It is low 
cost, relaxed, friendly and offers education and support  
to each member while on the journey of change.  No 
need to go it alone, we would love to meet you and 
support  you on your path.  Just contact us to arrange 
a complimentary meeting or simply attend so you can 
see who we are and what we do.
When:  Tuesday Evenings 7.00-8.30pm
Where: Wattle Club Senior Citizens Hall, 160 
Underwood Rd, Ferntree Gully 3156
Contact:  0481 848 696  (0481 U-TOWN)

Knox National Seniors
National Seniors are a fun loving group of people 
aged from 50 plus who enjoy getting together to 
discuss community issues, listen to guest speakers and 
participate in social outings.

Monthly meetings are held on the fourth Wednesday 
of each month at the Knox Club in Wantirna. 

February’s guest speaker will be Rob Dawson who 
will share his insight into the history of Puffing Billy 
Railway. In March they combine with the Lilydale 
Seniors Branch for a trip  to Sorrento and then aboard a 
cruise ship ‘Moonraker’ for an hour to watch dolphins, 
visit a Seal colony etc. 
Where: The Knox Club,  cnr Stud Rd & Boronia Rd, 
Wantirna
When: 28 February 2018 & 28 March 2018
Time: 10:30am

Please contact the Knox Branch President John on 
9778 6784 or Rhondda Cowen on 0407 1045 70 for 
any further information or just turn up. 

Knoxbrooke Incorporated has been serving the local 
Ferntree Gully community for 50 years.  We assist 
people with a disability to realise their full potential, 
giving them skills, confidence and opportunity.  

Yarra View Wholesale Nursery and Home of Garden 
Lovers retail nursery is Knoxbrooke’s social enterprise.  

Located in picturesque Mount Evelyn, Yarra View 
produces more than 1 million plants per year from its 
12-acre site for distribution to popular retail chains and 
civic projects.   Yarra View employs over 100 adults with 
an intellectual disability, in areas that include seedling 
propagation and horticulture.

Home of Garden Lovers
Knoxbrooke’s successful social enterprise

Your community contacts
Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com

FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316,
playing at  Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides  Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information 
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087  
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Isabel 9758 5435, fourth Mondays,
Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association  9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677
Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup Kathryn 0430 163 702.
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457460313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed  
gullymenshed34@gmail.com
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm
Knox District Woodworkers Club Harry Deschepper 
9758 4849
Knox Environment Society Irene Kelly 9763 8069
Knox Exercise & Social Group. 
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays  1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary:  Ph 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library  10am-12pm Fridays and Saturdays 
0424 265 790
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027,
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garrey 0400 823 441, 
1st and 3rd Wednesday.
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-11.45am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday, 
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG  John Flemming 9758 6532,
Mondays 6.45pm 
U3A 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time

What's On 27

The Knox Environment Society Nursery reopens 
on Thursday 1 February 2018. This could be  your 
opportunity to start the New Year by joining the 
KES structured program of ecologically committed 
volunteers. Nowhere else are you given the opportunity 
to care about and contribute to the preservation of all 
indigenous flora of Knox and the surrounding region.

Start 2018 by purchasing a KES native plant. You 
will be reassured that you are supporting KES and 
helping the environment. Plants available at KES are 
grown locally and are indigenous to the area, some are 
even deemed close to extinction. Let us not forget that 
growing local indigenous plants in your own garden also 
contributes to the security of our local wildlife!

When you choose to volunteer with KES we will 
provide you with the specialist knowledge, insight and 
information to enable you to identify plants, nurture 
them and create your own native garden. We offer to 
members, and to the enquiring public, information 
about the availability and suitability of plants and the 
opportunity to purchase them. 

More information on KES, the plants available and 
the varied projects that you can be part of is available 
at info@kes.org.au. You can visit the nursery in the 
parkland opposite the Ferntree Gully Library, entry 
off Burwood Highway, Melway reference 74 A5. The 
nursery is open on Thursdays, 10am to 4pm, and 
Saturdays and Sundays 10.00 am to 1.00 pm.  

Zoe Peltekis
 Media Liaison Officer, KES Voluntee. 

 zpeltekis@gmail.com  

Start the year with native planting



www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au
Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858

5 bedrooms + in ground pool in leafy surrounds
Indoor appeal and outdoor allure form a spectacular combination in this 5 
bedroom family home with study. Ensconce yourself in leafy surrounds the 
moment you pull into the driveway. Across the road, views of Mt Dandenong 
and HV Jones Reserve provides a picturesque backdrop for enjoying meals in 
the dining area. Take a dip in the in-ground pool in the spacious north-facing 
entertainer’s yard ideal for summer soirees, or settle into the quiet sanctuary 
of mature gardens with a cuppa in hand as you ponder the day’s possibilities 
with shopping, parks, bike paths and cafes a short distance from your door.

Agent: Michael Jang 0417 288 899

Brand New & Freestanding
Ideal first home, investment or owner occupier, this brand new townhouse offers 
the convenience of location with the Mt Gate Shopping Centre a short stroll away. 
Features open plan living, kitchen with stainless steel appliances, stone bench top 
and glass splashback, 2 bedrooms each with split system air conditioners, 2 toilets, 
single car accommodation, private back yard and more.

Inspection will impress – don’t miss out!

Agent: Michael Jang 0417 288 899

Address: Mountain Gate Estate, Ferntree Gully
  Forthcoming Auction

Address: Unit 4 / 59 Conn St, Ferntree Gully
Price:  $599,000

Quality Freehold Opportunity
Free standing 700m2 modern office complex with ducted heating and air-
conditioning throughout. Features include w/w carpets secure car parking 
for 22 cars plus additional on street parking. Currently used as a modern 
computerised office complex with theatre/conference centre facilities ideal for 
teaching and training, boardroom, separate executive offices plus attractive 
secure reception area. Features include landscaped seating alcove for staff 
lunches secure storage area with roller door. 7% rental return.

Agents: Ray Abley 0418 319 452 or John Katselas 0411 110 997

Busy Highway Location
Perfect investment opportunity located in the heart of the Ferntree Gully business 
district. Within close proximity to EastLink, Westfield and surrounded by a number 
of long standing national tenants, such as Autobarn, Total Tools, Ford, Mercedes 
Benz, McDonalds and many more quality businesses. Current owner will lease 
premises on a 3 year lease at $38,970-00 per annum plus GST and outgoings 
with two 3 year options and annual CPI increases with market review at the end 
of each term.

Agents: John Katselas 0411 110 997 or Ray Abley 0418 319 452

Address: 27 Research Dve, Croydon
Price:  $1.6M plus GST (if applicable)

Address: 4/764 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
Price:  Contact Agent


