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Celebrating 50 editions of Ferntree Gully News
The first issue appeared in 2009. Eight 
years on, and thanks to the support of 
the Gully community and the efforts 
of over 50 enthusiastic volunteers, the 
paper is still growing. Read about the 
story on page 5. 
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Community newspaper

In March 2017 Barbara Oehring photographed the fireworks display on the Wally Tew oval that marked the finale of the 
CFA’s bi-annual Torchlight Procession.
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The Ferntree Gully News team
Ferntree Gully News first appeared in 2009. There are now 
more than 50 volunteer walkers and an enthusiastic production 
team in the office on Tuesdays. 
Editor: Anne Margot Boyd 9758 8278
Office: Heidi Lighten, Mary Trinnie, Pam McConnell, Alice Collins, 
John McMillan, Gavin Green, Judith O’Donnell.
Website: Meg Hellyer
Image editor: Gary Fevreau
Writers: Teresa Cannon, Graham Crichton, Peter Stagg and 
others
Distribution Manager: John McMillan 9758 4331
Book-keeping: John Ford
Design and formatting:  Dandystripes Design
Illustration: Pete Rowe
Photography: Barbara Oehring, Gary Fevreau and others
Community News: Lynn Brewster and Diana Brown
Printed by McPherson Media at Newsprinters
Published by Mountain District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully, 3156

Contact us
Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open:  Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056 (Tuesdays or leave a message) 
Email: gullynews@gmail.com

Join us
If  you would like to help, either with gathering or editing news, 
stories and photos, managing advertisements or delivering the 
paper, contact Anne Boyd 9758 8278 or John McMIllan 9758  
4331, or call in at our office at No. 8 The Avenue, between 
10.00am and 3.00pm.

Disclaimer
The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are not necessarily 
those of  the supporting organisations unless acknowledged as 
such. No endorsement of  products and services is implied by the 
listing of  advertisers and sponsors. While every effort is taken to 
print contributions accurately, the publishers take no responsibility 
for errors.

Advertising 
Advertise your business in Ferntree Gully News
Prices begin at $60 inc. GST for an ad size 60mm 
deep x 80mm wide Find Ferntree Gully online

The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing. 
The newspaper website is ferntreegullynews.com 
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District Learning Centre is mdlc.
com.au For news and events: ferntreegully.vic.au 
ferntreegullyvillagetraders.com.au 
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au

From the co-editor
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Home Page

Ferntree Gully News
A volunteer produced, bi-monthly, community newspaper 
published by the Mountain District Learning Centre in 
collaboration with the Ferntree Gully Village Traders Inc. The 
paper aims to build and strengthen community in Ferntree 
Gully by reporting on the stories and activities of  people and  
groups in the Gully. 

For your diary
November
4/11 to 10/12 Craft Market  at Hut Gallery page 17
11/11 to  11/12  Immerse Exhibition  page 17
19  Pets in the Park  page  27
24  Blue Dandenong’s Blues Festival  page  16
25  Ferntree Gully Village Fair & CFA Open Day
pages 14-15

December
2  Knox Carols by Candlelight  page 3
12 Family Christmas story time, FTG Library  page 25 
25  Foothills Community Christmas Day lunch

January
21 KHS Teddy bears’ picnic  page 7
26  Australia Day Awards

As we wrap up another year and everyone begins to 
get ready for the festivities that come with Christmas 
and end of year, it’s a great time to reflect on the year 
that was and to give thanks to all who have helped 
to shape it.

This edition, our special 50th extravaganza, is 
filled with  stories and information of upcoming 
celebrations.  The Village Fair is only days away. 
There’s news of Carols by Candlelight at the Wally 
Tew reserve and later on the Historical Society’s 
annual Teddy Bear Picnic, to name a few. 

I have been fortunate enough to be involved with  
Ferntree Gully News for almost five years now, 
preparing  the What’s On column. During this 
time I have established many strong community  
connections. I have attended many a local fete or 
picnic, been to countless exhibitions, tried a plethora 
of classes and have loved every minute of it.

It was therefore a great honour to be asked by Anne 
Boyd, esteemed Ferntree Gully News editor and local 
Ferntree Gully celebrity, to co-edit the 50th edition 
of the Ferntree Gully News. 

I have had such an amazing time working 
alongside Anne these last few weeks, getting a first 
hand glimpse of what putting together a publication, 
such as the Ferntree Gully News, entails. 

I can’t help but be in awe of Anne and all she does, 
and yet to put it in her words ‘this is play.’ To love 
what you do with such passion is to be truly blessed.

Thank you so much dear Anne for being such an 
inspiration.

At this year’s conference of Community Newspapers 
Victoria, Ferntree Gully News received two finalist 
awards. One was for Best Editorial comment for the 
editorial in February this year. The other was for Best 
Overall Newspaper. For this we submitted our issue for 
June 2017 and the judge  commented :

‘Good front page pic and layout. Clean, attractive 
design.

‘Magazine-style layout enhances the personal, 
friendly feel. Good use of photos and colour. Personal 
and friendly, I felt part of this community.

‘Dedicated pages for community news, scouts, CFA, 
sport, environment, schools, arts, churches, the library, 
U3A and What’s On.

‘Sponsored pages show it has strong community 
partnerships and buy-in.’

As last year, the winner of Best Newspaper was The 
Warrandyte Diary.

This year our formatter, Jens-Kristian Toft Hansen 
(above, with Anne Boyd) has the honour of being 
President of the Association which includes around 70 
not-for-profit newspapers in Victoria. 

Keeping up the standards
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Community News

Saturday 2 December
Wally Tew Reserve, Ferntree Gully  
4pm – 10pm (main show from 8pm)

Carols
by Candlelight

Smoke & alcohol free event
For more information visit knox.vic.gov.au/carols 

Principal 
sponsor

Major 
sponsors

Experience and youth at the helm for Knox Council in 2018 
Congratulations to Cr John Mortimore who has 
been elected as Mayor of Knox for the coming year. 

First elected in 2008, Cr Mortimore (age 72) is now 
in his third term and was deputy mayor in 2017. A 
well-known and popuar figure as he  (mostly) cycles 
about his Chandler Ward, he has been prominent in 
streetscape improvements in the Basin and in the success 
of the Basin Music Festival. 

Mayor Mortimore said he was thrilled to be elected 
to the role at a meeting of Council on 1 November. 

‘Being elected Mayor is more than just a vote of 
confidence in me,’ he explained. ‘It’s a vote of confidence 
in the future of our city and the strategic direction of 
Council. I’m proud to work with, and now lead, such a 
capable team of councillors and look forward to building 
on the achievements of the last 12 months.’ 

In a personal capacity John Mortimore is editor of 
the Boronia-Basin Community News and Ferntree 
Gully News is grateful for his help in setting up the first 
edition of Gully News and for encouraging the growth 
of community newspapers in Knox. 

The same meeting that elected the mayor, also elected 
Cr Jake Keogh (age 22) Deputy Mayor for 2018. 
Cr Keogh was elected Councillor for Dobson Ward 
in October 2016 and has been both energetic and 
enthusiastic in his first year of office. 

Residents in the Foothills Wards of Chandler and 
Dobson look forward to seeing our representatives 
leading the momentum of Knox Council in 2018.
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Donating to Hair with Heart
Tarni Burke is currently a Grade 5 student at Wattleview 
Primary School. She is 11 years old. Tarni has 2 sisters – 
Rosie 2 years old and Bonnie 12 years old. Tarni enjoys 
playing tennis on the weekend and coaches younger 
children at her local tennis club – Mountain Gate Tennis 
Club. At school, Tarni enjoys learning across all areas of 
the curriculum, especially Maths and Writing.

Tarni has been growing her hair since birth, with only 
a few trims in between. She decided to donate her hair 
after her aunty was diagnosed with breast cancer and 
began losing her hair. After searching the internet for 
charities/organisations that took hair donations she 
came across Variety Children Charity: Hair with Heart 
and decided they would be the best fit.

She will be cutting 35.5 cm of her long, luscious locks, 
which will be donated to make a wig for a child suffering 
from cancer. Her hair will be chopped at Wattleview’s 
annual Market Night (a bit like a school fete/festival) 
on Friday 17 November 2017. Tarni says ‘I feel really 
excited and happy to be able to do something for 
someone else who might be going through a hard time’.

As well as cutting her hair, Tarni has raised over $750 
which will also be donated to Variety Children.

Her teachers, parents and friends are all very proud 
of Tarni and this amazing gesture.

If you wish to help Tarni in her hair journey, donations 
can be given via this link https://hairwithheart.
everydayhero.com/au/tarni-s-big-chop/wizard/share

Community News
All off her own bat
Ten year-old Molly Hendry received  the Dobson 
Award for community involvement at the recent 
Ward Reception.

Molly (who goes to FTG North Primary School) 
raised funds for One Voice, a charity offering 
homeless people a mobile van for laundry and 
showering. She researched the charity, on her own, 
and then made and sold loom band bracelets.

Cr Jake Keogh congratulated Molly and thanked 
the many other  groups attending, for their 
contribution to the community.
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Adorable Unique Treasures
for the Little Ones in Your Life

Online Shopping also available
www.alltotstreasures.com.au

Shop 6, 1031 Burwood Highway 
Ferntree Gully 3156 
Ph: (03) 9758 9898 

E: sales@alltotstreasures.com.au
Opposite Woolworths

     Find us on Facebook, Instagram & Pinterest

• Nursery Décor, Linen & Towels

• Baby Gifts & Hampers

• Unique Personalised Products

• Adorable Children’s Clothing & Sleepwear

• Authentic Wooden Toys

• Pretend Play Toys

• Balance Bikes & Trikes

• Books, Educational, Art & Crafts 

• Hats, Sunglasses, Shoes,  
 Back Packs & much more…

Work in progress on the west side of the line. A similar area is being resurfaced on the east side. 

Nearly there
Work is well under way on extending the railway 
station car park. Completion is expected by the end 
of November, weather permitting. 

VicTrak state that ‘The upgrade will deliver 215 
extra spaces and new lighting and CCTV, making it 
easier and safer for people to park and catch the train’.

 VicTrack would like to thank residents and 
commuters for their patience while the works are 
taking place.  

 The Ferntree Gully Station car park is being 
upgraded through the Victorian Government’s 
Station Car Park Upgrade Program, being delivered 
by VicTrack. The program is upgrading 16 commuter 
car parks in regional Victoria and outer metropolitan 
Melbourne to deliver more than 2,100 extra 
spaces, and make them safer and more accessible. 
Information on the project can be found at victrack.
com.au/carparkupgrades.
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The story of a newspaper

Community Bank

People often ask me ‘how do you make things happen?’
There are a lot of answers to that but one of them is 

‘get the timing right’.
With hindsight that seems very true about the start 

up, in 2009, of Ferntree Gully News
In April 2009, just months after Black Saturday, the 

Ferntree Gully Community (Bendigo) Bank hosted a 
meeting to set up a new incorporated Village Traders 
Association and a tabloid newspaper. Membership of 
the association would be open to businesses and to the 
community groups that cluster around this historical 
centre. The association and the paper could be a voice 
to Knox Council in the forthcoming consultations on 
renewing the village  streetscape.

I was at the meeting to represent Neighbourhood 
Watch.  In the aftermath of the bushfires I was 
concerned that neither a small Neighbourhood Watch 
newsletter nor a village newsletter were enough to 
promote community safety in such a high fire risk 
area as the Gully.  The prospect  of a full-scale tabloid 
newspaper set me thinking.  

The meeting ended with a steering group for a new 
Village Traders Association. Bank Board member (and 
newsagent) Des Higginbotham would  preside; bank 
manager Tina Leslie would be treasurer. I put my hand 
up to edit the newspaper and initially to be secretary of 
the group (a role that was later taken over by Mountain 
District Learning Centre).

The rest, as they say, is  history. 
The  first issue of Ferntree Gully News appeared in 

Sept 2009, a full colour tabloid with 12 pages and 
3000 copies. Formal auspicing of the paper was offered 
by Mountain District Learning Centre who have 
maintained this oversight and support ever since.  The 
community owes them a debt of thanks for the stability 
of governance that has allowed the newspaper to grow 
to its present stature. 

Now, eight years on, we are  celebrating the 50th 
edition of Ferntree Gully News:  a 28-page bi-monthly 
community paper produced and delivered by more than 
50 volunteers to 10,000 households and business in the 
postcode 3156.  

Carpe diem
From the start Gully News has been financed mainly 

by local business. The Ferntree Gully Community Bank 
is the major advertiser/sponsor. Eight small village 
businesses have advertised from the start. Others have 
joined in and stayed. They have found that ‘people read 
this paper’ and support the businesses that advertise.  
Ray Abley’s Professionals Estate Agency in Mountain 
Gate is also a major advertiser and Ray has encouraged 
other businesses in Mountain Gate to support the paper. 

Support has also come from Knox Council and from 
local politicians especially State MP for Ferntree Gully, 
Nick Wakeling, and Federal MP for Aston, Alan Tudge 
who both sponsor pages. Their early advice, especially, 
to think beyond the village to the whole of Ferntree 
Gully, was invaluable. 

In 2010 we joined Community Newspapers 
Association of Victoria (CNAV), the umbrella body 
for not-for-profit community newspapers. We have 
attended their conference every year since and have 
learned a lot from fellow papers in Knox and beyond.  
We are proud to have featured over the years in all 
nine categories of award including twice finalist in Best 
Newspaper.  Our formatter, Jens-Kristian Toft Hansen 
is this year President of CNAV.  

I want to thank especially the Ferntree Gully 
community for being such a special place and 
for providing such a talented band of writers and 
photographers.  And above all thank you to the 
wonderful band of volunteers who get the paper out 
and deliver  over 10,000 copies from Scoresby to the 
foothills of the Dandenongs. Many of them have been 
with us from the first.  

People sometimes say that newspapers are dying. It is 
true that our business model needs volunteer workers 
but the fact that walkers keep offering to deliver and 
business to advertise is an indication that we are filling 
a need.  We learnt at the conference this year that the 
only papers still with rising advertising  are the very local 
community papers.  We hope it stays that way.  

Anne Boyd

The editorial in Issue No. 1

On Tuesday 18 August Premier John Brumby was 
interviewed on the 7.30 Report by Kerry O’Brien 
about that day’s release of the first findings of the 
Bushfire Royal Commission. Brumby looked 
straight at the camera and spoke slowly: ‘If the fire 
in Ferntree Gully on Black Saturday had not been 
stopped so promptly, it would have raged through 
the Dandenong Ranges with great destruction of 
property and loss of life.’ 

Many of us who live here have thought the 
same thing, on and since 7 February. We will 
always be grateful to those who fought that fire. 
We have watched as the heartrending stories from 
burnt-out townships appeared night after night 
on TV. We have noted that the CFA says, ‘One of 
our major aims is to identify ways we can move 
forward and better prepare the community to 
deal with bush fires in both the rural and urban 
environments.’ It is hoped that the launching of 
this community newspaper will be part of that 
preparation. 

Fern Tree Gully Community 
Bank® Branch
www.kcbg.com.au

Supporting 
your community
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Knox Probus glimpses the future
A recent guest speaker at our Knox Probus Club was 
Graeme Robin, author of Is the World Full Yet? and 
several other books. His topic, about the problems 
associated with continual population increase on a 
finite planet, was both very informative and thought 
provoking. Our audience of retirees were rather 
aghast at the possibility, presented by Graeme, that 
in the next century, or even earlier, retirement age 
could be over 80 years of age and people could live to 
120 years of age. One can only wonder how this will 
impact upon our Club in the future. 

Other great news at the Combined Probus 
Club of Knox Inc. Earlier this year we had set 
ourselves a project to purchase a defibrillator and 
have members trained in its use as well as CPR. 

Life goes on – up to one hundred and twenty?
An expensive exercise which we could not achieve 
without financial assistance. So, application was 
made to Knox Council for a grant of funds from its 
Community Development Fund.

 It is with great pleasure that I can report that the 
Council has supported our project and granted the 
Club sufficient funding to achieve its aims. Soon 
we will have this facility at each of our monthly 
meetings as well as, if possible, on our regular 
outings. We are greatly appreciative of the grant to 
our Club and of the grants to the other recipients.  

Socially things have gone along quietly since our 
last report. Our October meeting had its usual good 
number of attendees. Members enjoyed their cuppa 
with scones, cream and strawberry jam, as well as the 
happy and not so quiet chit chat that always arises 
when people meet up again. 

Joan, our Morning Tea organiser, was holidaying 
overseas and Bev capably took over the organising 
just for the day. Tricia, our outings organiser, returned 
from her interstate travels, or was it interstates (four 
states visited in a short time), and resumed her seat at 
the ticket table, along with her helpers, selling tickets 
to the outings organised for the rest of this year and 
early next year. 

Our latest outing was to the Carlton Brewhouse 
in Abbotsford where we explored over 150 years of 
brewery history, learnt something about brewing 
secrets and of course sampled some brewery fresh 
beer. A great day out. 

Ray Stackpole

6 Community News
Proudly sponsored by 

Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

3,625 Cub Scouts + 5 days under canvas = the adventure 
of a lifetime! Cuboree is held every three years at Gilwell 
Park, Gembrook. It is the second biggest camp under 
canvas held in Australia, the first being Jamboree. This 
was the ninth Cuboree (the biggest yet) held from 2 to 
6 October. Each Cuboree has a theme. For this Cuboree 
it was 1001 Nights. The Cubs had lots of fun and let 
their imaginations run wild. 

The majority of the Scouting Members were from 
Victoria, but we had 25 from Tassie, 5 from Queensland 
and 26 from NSW. The City of Knox had 150 Cubs 
and 80 adults, which included Venturers, leaders and 
parents. Cubs came from all of our 13 Cub Packs, 
which was fantastic and we had the most Cubs attend 
ever. Overall Cuboree had 941 leaders, 33 Scouts, 187 
Venturers, 91 Rovers and 451 adult helpers supporting 
our huge number of Cub Scouts!

A Cuboree Pack is made up of 42 Cubs, 6 Line 
Leaders (Cub Leaders), 1 Pack Akela (LIC) and 3 Pack 
Catering Staff (usually parents). They camp, eat and 
do all the activities together. The campsites all have 
a magnificent gateway which relates to the Cuboree 
theme and our 4 Cuboree packs did an amazing job! 
Our 4 Cuboree Packs had themed hats for our Cubs, 
worn all through Cuboree, which helped identify 
them from the other 90 odd other Cuboree Packs and 
3,000+ Cubs!

Some interesting statistics from the catering side 
of Cuboree: 14,382 litres of milk, 1,173 litres of 
custard, 110,653 slices of bread, 21,960 apples, 723 
watermelons, 321 jars of jams, 945 kg of cereal, 1.7 
km of sausages, 5,737 kg of meat, 3,748 litres of juice, 
10,980 bananas and mandarins. That is a lot of food!

The activities bases included: Cherry Lane, Back 
To Gilwell, To Scouts and Beyond, 1001 Senses, A 
Cautionary Tale, Three Wishes, Arabian Nights, Bazza’s 
Dreamin’ and CFA Fire Safety. To give you a taste of 

Cuboree mayhem at its best 

Nicole Klep 
District Leader Cub Scouts

an activity, the Arabian Nights is described as follows:
‘Come to a land, from a faraway place, where the 

caravan camels roam. Where it’s flat and immense, 
and the heat is intense. It’s barbaric, but hey, it’s home! 
Come on down, stop on by. Hop on a carpet and fly. 
To another … Arabian Night.’

Sounds exciting doesn’t it? The Cubs were kept 
entertained and excited. They went through mazes, slid 
down water slides into mud, rode billy carts, went on 
Puffing Billy, learnt how to belly dance, wore blindfolds 
whilst engaged in activities, and so much more.

All the Cubs had an absolutely amazing time and 
went home elated, exhausted and filthy, with some 

fabulous stories to tell! They loved the blanket badges 
they collected and the Cuboree t-shirt and scarf. I 
am not so sure that their families loved the mud they 
brought home!

If you are interested in trying Scouting go to: https://
scoutsvictoria.com.au/locations/all-groups/

4th Knox, 8th Knox and 1st Ferntree Gully are the 
local Scout Groups. You can try three nights for free! So 
come along and join in the fun. Scouting is for youth 
from age 6 to 26 years and after 26 lots of fun is to be 
had by becoming a leader!



A Teddy Bears’ Picnic at the Ambleside 
Homestead & Museum

To celebrate the opening of our new exhibition 
‘Child’s Play’ on Sunday 21 January 2018, the Knox 
Historical Society is holding a Teddy Bears’ Picnic at the 
Ambleside Park Homestead & Museum, 3 Olivebank 
Road, Ferntree Gully.

The museum will be open to visitors. In the gardens 
will be story time, arts and craft activities, olden day 
games, a fairy glade, a bear hunt and more. 

Bring a picnic lunch and enjoy an afternoon of fun at 
Ambleside. Children are encouraged to come in dress 
up and to bring their teddy bears.

 Entry: $5. Children under 12 (accompanied by an 
adult) free. Event 11.00am to 3.00pm.

’If you go down to the woods today ...’
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Watermelon Girl Guides are canny!
On the last Thursday of October for the last five years 
Ferntree Gully Watermelon Guides age 11-14 years have 
door knocked Dorothy Grove, Gerald Street, Bowen 
Street and 135-167 Underwood Road in Ferntree Gully 
asking for canned food for Charity. During these last five 
years we have received an enormous amount of support 
by the residents for this cause. This year we beat our 
all-over record and collect 487 non-perishable items. 

These items will be boxed up and distributed to local 
charities like St Vincent de Pauls and the Foothills 
Community group. We at Watermelon Guides would 
like to thank the locals of Ferntree Gully for your 
support in this wonderful cause. Without your help we 
are unable to continue to provide a service which is a 
very important part of our Guiding tradition.

For any enquires regarding membership of Guides or 
hall hire please contact knox@guidesvic.org.au

Salvos settle in to new Thrift Shop
If you have not yet visited the Salvation Army Thrift 
Shop in its new premises at 1/1174 Burwood Highway 
Upper Ferntee Gully, it’s well worth a look

After 30 years in Ferntree Gully Village  this friendly 
and popular shop has moved one stop along the line 
to Upper Gully. The move was triggered by Knox 
Council’s purchase of premises in the village for future 
community use. The village community miss the Salvos 
but the village loss is Upper Gully’s gain.

Manager Misty Springfield praised the energy of her 
team in handling the move. The arrangement of stock 
in the new premises,  though crowded, is orderly. You 
can sort through the central racks of clothes or seek out 
the quiet corner for browsing books, the ‘wall of toys’,  
or the showcase displays of china and glassware. There 
are plenty of ideas for Christmas gifts. 

The Thrift Shop is at 1/1174 Burwood Highway, next 
to Caesar’s Restaurant, off the slip road on the south 
side of the highway. Simone Crowther, volunteer at the Thrift Shop enjoys it 

so much she is there every day. 
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Updating Mountain Gate Reserve
Knox City Council has now prepared a draft plan which 
seeks to improve people’s enjoyment  of this green space 
in the Shopping Centre. 

 Earlier consultations identified the site primarily as a 
thoroughfare space, a gathering space for local workers, 
a space for quiet recreation, seating and relaxation 
away from the hustle and bustle of the busy shopping 
precinct. 

The new plan envisages:
•	 retaining the existing mural 
•	 new linear seating 
•	 new sculptural art work 
•	 new garden beds 
•	 new concrete access path from Adele Avenue. 
For more information visit knox.vic.gov.au/

mountaingatepark
Overall, there been a strong voice from the 

community for retaining the existing mural and 
enhancing the visitor amenity of this green space.

 Council are also aware of the need to take account of 
a few other design factors such as: the proximity of the 
new units adjacent to the reserve and the importance of 
not disturbing the health or condition of the existing 
trees.

‘They all wanted to be in it’
Once again crowds flocked to this popular shopping centre for the Halloween Fair. Gully News photographer Barbara 
Oehring found that Elle, Ella, Emily, Harper, Madison and Chloe all wanted to be in the picture.  

The mural in the Mountain Gate park makes a spectacular backdrop for two class mates, Philip Delport and Samuel Fox, 
in Halloween array. Photograph by Barbara Oehring.

Future looking bright for first home 
buyers
It’s great to see first home buyers back in the market!

There is a turn-around in our market that we 
have not seen for many years. First home buyers are 
increasingly back in numbers. The government’s 
changes to stamp duty for first home buyers has 
definitely motivated our younger home buyer. Well-
priced units, townhouses or lower priced properties 
are selling quickly as the main attraction for this 
group.

If the Government put a fixed term on this first 
home buyer stamp duty,  (say a three to four year 
period), this would allow builders to cater for first 
home buyers in many suburbs, not just the outer 
areas. Yes, this would stop the population ageing in 
some suburbs and bring youth back to those areas.

Maybe I’m dreaming but there is nothing like a 
good dream.

Ray Abley
Abley Real Estate Professionals

Halloween at Mountain Gate
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Volunteers at the Cat Corner on Burwood Highway 
are on a mission to see that every cat in their care has a 
chance to live. Unless the animals are suffering without a 
decent chance of recovery, they will not be put to sleep. 
Cat Corner does believe in euthanasia where it is the 
kindest option for the animal, but they do not kill cats 
based on a need for space, their temperaments, age, or 
physical disabilities.

Where do their cats and kittens come from? 
The cats at Cat Corner are mostly from country 

pounds, where they are usually destroyed eight days 
after arrival. Volunteer foster-carers and drivers collect 
the animals and bring them to the Cat Corner for 
rehabilitation, vet work and re-homing.

New life for ‘death row’ kittens
The Cat Corner is a genuine no-kill, not for profit 

rescue and re-homing service, that has been working 
with cats and kittens in need since 2007. Starting as 
a small giftware business, they gradually grew into an 
Incorporated Association as a rescue group and then 
became a registered charity and official cat shelter. They 
rely solely on volunteer work and donations to run. 
The shelter at 3/764 Burwood Highway, FTG also has 
cat supplies and giftware available for purchase with all 
funds raised directly benefiting the cats and kittens in 
their care.  Contact at:

enquiries@thecatcorner.com.au
Website: www.thecatcorner.com.au

Community News
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The Friendly Ladies Who Make Things
Ferntree Gully has several charitable crafts groups that 
work tirelessly to produce a variety of handcrafts for 
donation and sale.

Knox-Sherbrooke Royal Children’s Hospital
The driving force of the Knox-Sherbrooke Royal 

Children’s Hospital Auxiliary is Wilma Neville. Wilma 
became involved with the auxiliary after her son was 
in the Children’s Hospital as a result of an accident. 
Wilma holds a weekly Saturday morning stall at 10 
Glenfern Road, Ferntree Gully between 11:00am and 
4:00pm. In the last twelve months alone Wilma and her 
friends have raised an impressive $7000 for the Royal 
Children’s Hospital. 

The Ferntree Gully Angliss Hospital Auxiliary
This long-standing group runs an op shop in Ferntree 
Gully village to raise funds for the hospital. They also  
make trauma teddy bears, twiddle mitts, dog coats and 
knee rugs. Trauma teddies provide comfort and help 
take people’s minds off their worries. The teddies are 
lovingly hand-crafted, knitted, stuffed, sewn together 
and donated to hospitals.

Twiddle mitts are knitted mittens or hand warmers. 
The mitts are becoming popular gifts for people living 
with dementia. Having something to ‘twiddle’ helps to 
calm agitation and restlessness, both common symptoms 
of dementia. And the Lost Dogs’ home is always in need 
of woolly jumpers to keep neglected animals warm 
during the cold winter months.

Goods are also donated to the Red Cross, Ringwood 
RSL and various doctors’ surgeries.

Upper Gully Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 
This group holds four stalls a year at the hospital 

displaying DVDs, collectibles, toys, knitwear, baby 
clothing and books. The stalls are very popular attracting 

interest from staff, patients and visitors. This auxiliary 
has been operating since 1950 and has a wide range of 
supporters. Over the years they have raised $650,000.  
Local businesses such as Bunnings, Spotlight and Bonds 
also give generous help. As an incentive to fundraising, 
the hospital provides them with a wish list of items 
needed. 

Groups meet monthly at various locations and are 
always looking for people to join them. For additional 
information, please contact:

Ferntree Gully Angliss Hopsital Auxiliary: Maxine 
Lane on tel: 0410 941 807 or via email on
Maxine.lane@bigpond.com

Upper Gully Angliss Auxiliary: Judy on tel: 0407 
313 816

Clockwise from top left: Wilma Neville, 
Judith Williams (Upper Gully Auxiliary), 
Secretary, Maxine Lane.
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Photographed by Tom Hall

Heading homeward

Local History: Travels & Trips
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Sunset on the Royal

As far back as the 1880s a  visit to the famed 
Fern Tree Gully was a popular weekend outing 
from Melbourne – albeit  in a horse-drawn 
vehicle.  Earlier extracts reprinted from The 
Australasian Sketcher  have described the journey 
out via Oakleigh and the muddy tracks acros the 
Dandenong Creek as well as the Sunday morning 
climb up One Tree Hill. The story concludes with 
an evocative description of the journey home, as 
the sun sank slowly in the west . . . Read on.

The drive home was on a par with the rest of the 
day. Our brave team gladly found themselves heading 
homeward, and rattled along in merry style. 

We drove on towards the soft sunset, and after the 
sun had dropped beyond the earthline, and its last rays 
of gold and orange and purple no longer coloured and 
kindled the tops of the hills, and after twilight had given 
place to early darkness, we watched the bright planet 
of evening lower slowly towards the horizon, and move 
on before us like a steadily-burning meteor. 

Night came on fresh and still, and it was quite dark 
when we drove along the ridge of Toorak Hill and 
overlooked the multitudinous twinkling lights of 
Melbourne and Richmond and Emerald Hill before 
and around us, looking like the surface of a trembling, 
luminous sea.

From  The Australasian Sketcher with Pen & Pencil, 
Melbourne Vic. 1873-1189,  Saturday 23 April 1881 
page 135. (Thanks to Bill Ireland for these extracts.)

Nearly 60 years on from that 1880s journey and one of 
our readers recalls another trip to Ferntree Gully. Since 
1925, electric trains had been running from Flinders 
Street station to Upper Fern Tree Gully. 

The Sunshine Altarboys’ outing to
Ferntree Gully
We caught an early train from Sunshine station. The 
time of the year was autumn, in 1943, and we expected 
a fine and sunny day. 

We were the altarboys from Our Lady’s parish in 
Sunshine and this was our annual outing.  A bunch of 
girls from school came too and we were all in the care 
of three teachers, Sisters of St Joseph, in their brown 
habits and veils.  

We changed trains at Flinders Street, crossing 
to  number 2 platform for the Ferntree Gully train. 
The journey took nearly an hour and as we got past 
Ringwood we began to feel we were really in the bush.

Upper Gully station was the end of the line then. You 
could change to Puffing Billy to go further into the hills 
but the Sisters had other plans for us.

First to the dairy, the new two-storey building right 
beside the station where you could buy small cartons 
of milk with a straw to drink from. This was the only 
place we knew that sold milk like this (not in a billy 
or a bottle).

Then we followed the signs for the track  toward the 
picnic area of the National Park.

But lunch was not yet. The steep track up the famous 
fern gully had to be climbed (no steps back then). We 
straggled out in a long line, sliding in the muddy bits 
and hanging on to tree branches or getting a footing in 
tree roots.  The Sisters stayed down in the picnic spot. 

At the top of the gully was a house that sold soft drinks 
– those that had money bought some. We all had a bit 
of a rest and, by now hungry, slipped and scrambled 
back down to the Sisters and lunch.

You might think that was enough for city kids in one 
day but no, the Sisters had more plans. 

We headed back down the main road and past the 
station to where  a steep bank rose up to the railway line. 
The bank was covered in rampant, tangled blackberries 
in full ripe fruit and the Sisters had brought a big 
cardboard box whose purpose now became apparent. 
We were to pick  blackberries so they could take them 
home to make jam.

So we did, with more scrambling and scratches until 
the box was full and carefully carried back to the station 
where we tumbled into the Melbourne train. The Sisters 
put the box of blackberries up into the luggage rack 
above their seats.

The train started and soon everyone was dozing until 
someone broke the quiet, ‘Sister, there’s blackberry juice 
dripping on your head.’ Consternation.

But we got the blackberries home and they did make 
the jam.

The next year’s outing was to Williamstown beach.  
(Like the 1880s writer, the author of this story prefers to 
remain anonymous.)
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Come and join us for a meal at the 
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully

Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888

www.ftgbowls.com.au

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club

For lunch
Tuesday to Friday

12.00pm to 2.00pm

On Sundays
12.00 to 2.00pm

And for dinner
seven days a week

from 6.00pm

For bookings ring 9753 5888

Our Bistro is open

Sports Page

A better deal for 
women and girls
Knox Council’s recent review of policy for sports groups 
who use Council-owned facilities drew attention to the 
increase in female participation in sports.

While increasing population puts greater demand on 
sports facilities generally, there are also changes in the 
mix of users.  Knox promotes inclusiveness in all areas of 
life.  For sporting facilities this can mean making special 
provision for juniors, all abilities groups and  older adults 
and well as for more females in all the categories.   

‘Key changes recommended include the opportunity 
to boost the participation of females  both in club 
administration and participation of  sporting activities 
throughout the Knox community, as well as the 
opportunity to  boost participation by juniors  and other 
under- reprepesented  groups in sports’.

Policy adjustments to bring about these goals 
suggest  new eligibility criteria when allocating use of 
Council facilities. Such criteria would favour clubs who 
encourage the participation of females in administration 
and  ‘demonstrate a club’s commitment to fielding 
female teams’.    Clubs will be offered assistance to 
develop programs and put in place ‘female friendly’ 
policies.

Similar criteria could be put in place to encourage the 
development of junior teams.  

Knox  Council allocates the use of 81 sports and 
recreation facilities to support the activities of over 130  
sporting clubs in the city.  The revised policy should help 
to ensure the high quality of  its sports clubs to support 
the health and wellbeing of the community at large. 
It is important that the benefits of sport are extended 
to females, juniors, older adults, people from diverse 
backgrounds and people with a disability.  

Ferntree Gully News has been reporting many of the 
initiatives towards inclusiveness already taking place in 
our part of Knox.  We hope to continue these reports 
and invite the clubs to keep our readers up to date by 
sending  their news to gullynews@gmail

Update on bocce in Special Olympics
Earlier this year we reported on the Special Needs bocce 
team coached by Michael Migliaccio at the Italian 
Club.  Michael has been appointed Victoria Bocce Head 
Coach for the National Games in Adelaide next April. 
He will be taking a team of 16 Special Needs Athletes 
to represent Victoria in Adelaide.  We wish them well.

Basketball at St John’s
Eastern Metropolitan Division Basketballers, girls and 
boys, from St John the Baptist Primary School. The boys 
team won at the division level and made it through to 
the Regional Basketball Finals. The students were well 
supported by parents and staff. They all played as a team 
with courage, determination and a sense of fair play. 
The school is very proud of their sportsmanship and 
enthusiastic participation.

Earlier this year we reported on the the Japan Australia 
Junior Baseball Friendship Tournament held at the 
Upwey Ferntree Gully Baseball Club in King’s Park. 

 Fifty-seven visitors from the Washimoto Province 
in Japan, boys and girls under 12, together with their 

baseball officials, took part along with teams of young 
players from Melbourne clubs. The Japanese girls  were 
notable for their skill and enthusiasm.  

Photo by Gary Fevreau. 



Ferntree Gully CFA Open Day and Village Fair
The Avenue,  Ferntree Gully, Sat. 25 Nov.  from 
10.00am to 2.00pm.

Come and talk to us about your home fire safety 
plans, your smoke alarms and preparation for the 
coming bushfire season.

Do you understand your family’s bush and grass 
fire risk?
How do you keep informed on a bad fire day?  
•	 Don’t expect a personal knock at the door… it 

won’t happen. 
•	 Keep informed by listening to AM radio ABC 

Melbourne, checking the CFA on Facebook and 
Twitter or the website for Vic. Emergency www.
emergency.vic.gov.au

•	 Always keep a watch out from your own property. 
You may be the first one to see a fire.

•	 Go out and smell the air for smoke and listen 
for fire sirens, aircraft and abnormal activity in 
your area. 

•	 Keeping informed is your responsibility.
•	 On a forecast bad bushfire day, if your property 

is in a potential fire area, leave early, or the night 
before. The best place to be is ‘not there’.

•	 Ferntree Gully CFA will be conducting 
Community Fire Awareness meetings during 
the summer period. Please keep an eye out for 
our Facebook page or watch the variable message 
notice board in Forest Rd opposite St Vinnies 
store. 

•	 Community Information Meetings will be held 
at the following places at a date and time to be 
determined depending on the progression of the 
fire season: Birdwood Avenue near the National 
Park; Phillipa Avenue and Hansen Rd near the 
National Park gate; Koolunga Native Reserve, 
entry from Daffodil Rd.

•	 Extra meetings may be held when and where 
necessary depending on the severity of the fire 
season.

Recruiting for volunteer firefighters 
for Ferntree Gully Brigade
Ferntree Gully CFA has been protecting our community 
from fire for over 75 years. We are currently recruiting 
potential volunteer firefighters, particularly male or 
female members of our community who would be 
available during some days, normal working or school 
hours, Monday to Friday. We are a very experienced 
brigade and we will train you to a very high standard. 
Our brigade is responsible for all types of fire prevention 
and suppression within the Ferntree Gully area. We 
attend hazardous material incidents, vehicle fires, assist 
Ambulance Victoria etc. Recruiting can be completed 
online via the CFA website. 

For more information, email info@ftgcfa.org.au

Community Safety

Ferntree Gully CFA recently hosted a lunch and fire safety 
session for Vision Australia. Photograph by Gary Fevreau.
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Let’s all have a fire-safe summer
in 2017 /2018

Ferntree Gully fire brigade 
A fully Volunteer CFA Brigade,

Dedicated to making Ferntree Gully a safer 
place.

Prepared by Brigade Member Graham Crichton
Fire calls 000



 

Accident Repair Centre 
 We work with All Major Insurance Companies 

 We Assist with All Insurance Claims 

 We Specialize and Repair All Makes and Models 

 We only use Genuine Parts 

 All Private Work Welcome 

 100% Guarantee on All Repairs 

 Free Loan Car (not at  fault) 

894 Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully, 3156 

Ph. 03 9758-1815   
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Community News
Council delivers Community Development Fund windfall for Knox
Council has approved nearly $350,000 in grants 
through the Community Development Fund (CDF) for 
locally focussed, not-for-profit organisations in Knox. 

Councillors voted to approve funding for 77 grants 
totalling $348,289 at their Council meeting in 
September. 

Knox City Council Mayor, Cr Darren Pearce, said 
this latest round of grants brings the total amount of 
funding that Council has contributed through the CDF 
to in excess of $1.9 million since 2008. 

‘The CDF supports worthy local projects that 
encourage residents to become involved and engaged in 
their local community, and to develop local solutions 
to local needs,’ the Mayor said. ‘This includes projects 
that improve the health and wellbeing of Knox residents 
by promoting healthy active lifestyles and community 
safety, as well as promoting social harmony and respect.’ 

Among the grants approved by Council are: 
•	 $7250 – Forest Road Maternal and Child Health 

Centre Playgroup: Enhancing our Outdoor Play 
Space

•	 $5000 – Knox Environment Society: Storage 
Facilities for new shed 

•	 $3000 - Ferntree Gully Arts Society for ‘Street 
Art’ Exhibition and Sculpture Garden

•	 Mountain District Learning Centre for three 
projects – see page  16

•	 $784 Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club for storage 
and equipment

•	 $2000 West Gully Playgroup for equipment

•	 $2000 U3A Knox for Annual Art Show
•	 $2000 St Vincent de Paul FTG Conference for 

Seniors Christmas Lunch
‘Our community’s priorities are also Council’s 

priorities,’ the mayor said, ‘and we’re delighted to be able 
to deliver funding for so many worthy local projects. 
On behalf of my Council colleagues, I’d like to thank 
all those community groups and organisations who 
submitted applications and look forward to continuing 
to work with them in making Knox an even better 
place to live.’

For more information about the CDF visit 
www.knox.vic.gov.au/cdf or phone: (03) 9298 8000. 

DTACA
Foothills Veterinary Clinic
Grantly Bland (now Gusner)
Jennifer Anne’s Cakes
Kobie & Co
Ferntree Gully Newsagency
Pick-me-up Mowers
Rohde Smash Repairs
Woods Books

Thank you to the Village businesses who 
have advertised in all 50 issues of Gully 
News!
Please support them.

13
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Ferntree Gully CFA Open Day
10.00am to 2.00pm at the fire station

Come and talk to our experienced 
firefighters  about your home

and bush fire safety plans.

See our fire fighting displays
Also children’s  fire fighting helicopter, 

balloons etc
Plus Ferntree Gully Library team’s  fun-

time Children’s Trail, prizes etc.

In Station Street
Food tastings at IGA
Cupcakes at Jennifer Anne
Hair decorations at Rave
Showbags at Newsagency
Roaming: Captain Koala etc

Traders Specials

Fair Information  Centre 
At Basecamp at 88 Station Street

(courtesy of Knoxbrooke )

Village Fair – What’s On

Private tuition in voice and piano for pre-school, 
rimary and high school, VCE and adult students 

& TLC Women’s Choir
 

ENQUIRIES AND ENROLMENTS 
0411 718 422 

www.maecollardschoolofmusic.com.au 

maecollardschoolofmusic@gmail.com
 

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - COFFEE
NOW OPEN 

Shop 7, 101 Station Stree Ferntree Gully
Monday - Friday: 7am - 4pm

Saturday: 8am - 3pm
0468 935 275

breakfast/sandwiches/foccacias/burgers/
sweets/cakes/milk shakes/fresh juice

OPEN 7 DAYS & NIGHTS
Shop 9 & 10, 101 Station Street Ferntree Gully

9752 3237
www.fatchefspizza.com.au

Sunday - Thursday: 11am - 9pm
Friday & Saturday: 11am - 10pm

EAT IN - TAKE AWAY - HOME DELIVERY

Pizza - Pasta - Kebabs - Burgers - Ribs
Baked Potato - Hot Dogs- Main Meals

Milk Shakes - Coffee - Desserts

Shop 3/107 Station Street
Ferntree Gully

Your local IGA community store

Great  
Weekly  
Specials

Home  
Delivery

Seniors
Discount

087 Ferntreegully IGA A5 Postcard.indd   1 10/09/14   3:47 PM

In The Avenue
10.00am In front of CFA: Official Opening 
of Fair by Dobson Ward Councillor Jake 
Keogh

At Uniting Church 
Christmas themed Art & Craft Exhibition
Refreshments in the hall

Knox Historical Society
Old time children’s games: quoits, skipping, 
skittles etc., display of  FTG history

FTG Rotary
Decorating Christmas logs 

Music Stage near CFA - Vintage cars

Rock ‘n Roll Dancing

In the Village Court
Pet Farm and Jumpy Castle

In Traders Car Park, 
Wyuna Street
Music Stage and market stalls
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Singers clockwise from top left: MissMay, Hannah, 
Sadie, Jingle, Rusty Springs.

This timetable is correct at the time of 
going to press but subject to change.

Main Stage Wyuna Street Carpark
10:20 TLC Choir – local women’s choir
11:00 Mae Collard School of Music 
- recitals
12:00 Rusty Strings – acoustic solo and 
friends
12:40 Duplicity – ukelele band
01:20 MissMay – young solo, electric 
performance

Music Program

The Avenue Marquee, near the CFA
10:00 WELCOME then Jingle & Jump – 
kids show
10:20 Sadie & Hannah – young girls, 
singer/songwriters
11:00 Clive & Shelley – acoustic duo, vocal 
harmonies
11:40 TBA
12:00 Benoit – acoustic singer/songwriter
12:40 Dream Lovers – acoustic duo, vocal 
harmonies
01:20 Tidal Moon – harp, acoustic guitar 
and beautiful vocals

Busking on the Street,
Around the Bend Cafe
10:00 Tidal Moon – harp, acoustic guitar 
and beautiful vocals
10:40 Easy Street Duo – jazz duo
11:20 Charlie Mustoe – young performer
12:00 Hannah Schmidli - young singer/
songwriter
12:40 Sadie, Girl on the Hill – young 
singer/songwriter
01:20 TBA
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Local projects supported by Knox Council
Mountain District Learning Centre representatives 
attended the recent Grants Presentation evening at 
Knox Council. This year Knox Council  are supporting 
the work of the Learning Centre with grants for the 
following projects: 

$15,000 for  ‘Our Comunity Family’, a gardening 
and meals preparation sessions aimed at supporting 
socially isolated people.

$5005 to produce a book of Selected Stories from 
the Ferntree Gully News, as more permanent record 
of local community activities and achievements over 
the last eight years. 

$5000 for a Blues Fest in  2018 in Ferntree Gully 
Village and for the FTG Village Fun Day in 2018, 
an event involving community organisations and 
businesses in and around the Village. 

 All those concerned are grateful for this support and 
for the confidence it represents in MDLC’s role in the 
comunity.

Do you want to be confident 
in using computers?
Free lessons are on offer on Wednesdays at the rear of 
the Mish-Mash café in Boronia.

Until mid-December Mountain District Learning 
Centre is providing a tutor there every Wednesday from 
12.30pm  to 2.30pm. The tutor will bring laptops and 
everything else that is needed. Classes are free but you 
will need to fill out an enrolment form and  show your 
green medicare card. 

Mish Mash Café, 228 Dorset Road is opposite the 
Commonwealth Bank . Entry is also from Dorset 
Square.

Extract from Ferntree Gully News August 

2012

A home of our own for Ferntree Gully 
News 
A community newspaper needs a public presence. And 
after three years of publishing, mostly from our own 
sitting rooms, this volunteer community newspaper 
is about to get an office. 

Mountain District Learning Centre, the auspicing 
publishers, has offered two rooms in The Cottage at 
No.8 The Avenue (next to the Uniting Church). The 
Community Bank has provided funding to set up 
office equipment. We are advertising for volunteers 
to build up a roster of opening times, hoping to start 
by the end of August. 

Ferntree Gully News has gone from 12 pages to 
24 and from 3000 copies to 7500. Our database of 
collaborating walkers, contributors, production team, 
advertisers, community groups etc. is nearing 150 
names and growing fast. All concerned say thank you 
to MDLC and the Bank for this imaginative initiative 
to consolidate Gully News. 

Mountain District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
9758 7859
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November
Christmas Arts and Crafts Sale
Jewellery, pottery, paintings and more 
4 & 5 November, 11.00am to 4.00pm
From 11 November to 10 December

 Open Wednesday to Sundays
11.00am to 4.00pm

You may find that special gift
for that special person at
a very reasonable price

Come along. Free entry, all welcome

Friday 10 November 6.30pm
Official opening and awards

presentation for our 
After-school Young Artists Exhibition

Exhibition hours 11.00am to 4pm
From Sunday 12 November

to Sunday 10 December, 
opening hours Wednesday

to Sundays 11.00am to 4.00pm

Sunday 12 November
The opening of the Immerse Exhibition
featuring 4 Artists: Jan Neil, Diana Ingleton, 

Amanda Sgourakis and Matthew Alford
Opening hours 11.00am to 4.00pm

Wednesday to Sundays
A must come see

All welcome, free entry
Immerse Exhibition & After-school Young 

Artists Exhibitions
 Close Sunday 10 December at 4.00pm.

The Hut Gallery’s
first Exhibition for 2018 

‘Anything Goes’ 14-28 January 

12.00pm-4.00pm

Weekly Workshops and Classes available
 for members and non members

157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

Sponsored by 
Ferntree Gully
Arts Society

The Ferntree Gully Arts Society
at The Hut Gallery

Covering over 100km2, with 30 exhibitions in 30 
venues, Immerse is a conversation with an audience 
of thousands. Developed and coordinated by Knox 
City Council in 2015, Immerse immediately became 
a celebrated arts event and is certain to surprise and 
inspire again in 2017.

The program aims to make the arts more accessible 
by engaging with people as part of their everyday lives, 
outside of the traditional gallery space. It also provides 
artists the opportunity to expose their artwork to the 
public, collaborate with an experienced curator and 

Immerse Exhibition certain to surprise and inspire
potentially, win prize money.  

Exhibiting in this manner has the effect of making the 
visual arts more publicly accessible while stimulating 
a greater understanding of and discussion about, the 
cultural life of the city.

Plan your Immerse journey or simply enjoy the 
surprise that comes from finding remarkable artworks in 
unexpected places from 11 November – 11 December 
2017.

www.knox.vic.gov.au/Immerse
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Anne Watling, winner of the Clayworks-Australia Max 
Campbell Award. 

Engaging cat and kittens sculpture by Sammy Orsolic, 
President of Treefern potters. 

The Treefern Potters recently joined with the Knox 
Environment Society to celebrate springtime with plant 
sales at the nursery and a pottery exhibition/sale at the 
Ferntree Gully Community Arts Centre nearby. On 
display were both student work and that of professional 
artists. Over one weekend visitors to the exhibition 
could talk to the ceramic artists as they created amazing 
pots and sculptures.

 For more about the Treefern Potters see
Treefernpotters.com.au

For more about Knox Environment Society see page 
20 below. 

Springtime pot and plant sale
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18 Food Feature

Have you eaten a drupe before?  Chances are you 
have eaten one.  In case you’re wondering, I’m not 
honing my Balderdash skills prior to Christmas.* 
A drupe is a fruit with a ‘stone’ inside it, such as a 
mango or cherry. 

Sweet mangos and cherries are very popular summer 
fruits in our home.  Another popular fruit with our 
family (for all but me) is avocado.  My hubby and two 
children go into paroxysms of delight over the creamy 
flavour.   I am happy to see them eat avocados as they 
are very nutritious. 

Avocados, which are oddly enough not considered 
a drupe, contain a wide variety of nutrients, 
including 20 different vitamins and minerals. The 
most abundant nutrients include vitamin K, folate, 
vitamin C, potassium (an even higher concentration 
than found in bananas), vitamin B5, vitamin B6, and 
vitamin E. 

Avocados, or ‘alligator pears’ as they are sometimes 
called, are also high in antioxidants. 

Avocado sales have soared globally in the last 
couple of decades.  Consumption is growing rapidly, 
especially in North America and Europe.  Australians 
eat more avocados per head than any other English 
speaking country. 

Various factors are thought to have influenced this 
avocado boom, including loosened import restrictions 
(in the US), effective marketing and the health benefits 
of the fruit.  

Haas avocados are the most prevalent variety on 
supermarket shelves due to their good shelf life.  

Avocados are creamy enough to balance out acidity 
or spiciness, which is why they are often used as 
an accompaniment to spicy Mexican dishes.  The 
popularity of guacamole (an avocado dip) is one of the 
reasons postulated for the rise in avocado sales.  

Avocados are also mild enough not to overpower 
other ingredients, so they can be used in a variety of 
dishes, from sweet to savoury.  

Here is an easy recipe for a Mango, Lettuce and 
Avocado salad.  
Ingredients
•	 1 head of lettuce, torn into small pieces
•	 1 large avocado, diced
•	 1 large mango, diced
•	 2 tablespoons slivered almonds, toasted
•	 2 tablespoons dried cranberries
•	 1 tablespoon olive oil
•	 1 tablespoon white wine vinegar

Method
•	 Combine lettuce, avocado, mango, almonds and 

cranberries in a bowl.  
•	 Whisk oil and vinegar together in a jug. Season 

with salt and pepper. Pour over lettuce mixture. 
Toss to combine. 

Bon appétit 
Gemma Franks

*Balderdash is a board game in which people bluff 
their opponents into believing their made-up word 
definitions.

Avocados and drupes Meet Namita at Rapture
Namita Sharma is the new owner of the popular 
Ferntree Gully café Rapture.

Originally from Delhi, Namita, along with her 
husband Sudhakar and two teenage daughters, arrived 
in Melbourne two years ago from Auckland where the 
family had spent 14 years.

Namita always dreamt of  pursuing her love of 
cooking and bought Rapture after seeing it for sale on 
the internet.

Namita plans to keep the same style of the old owner 
Lynette, of serving fresh food made on the premises, 
such as cakes, pies, tarts and filled rolls. 

Rapture offers a relaxed and friendly space with 
designated Kids Play area to escape the hustle and 
bustle of the busy daily grind. A quaint interior has 
been styled with country charm, offering a cosy dining 
space with wide windows and bay seating ideal for 
people watching.

Rapture  trades seven days a week Monday to Friday 
from 6:30am to 4:30pm, Saturday from 7:00am to 
3:00pm and Sunday from 8:00am to 3:00pm.

For more information call Namita on  (03) 9758 
4966.
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Art Show another winner
Once again the weather gods smiled favourably upon 
that one weekend in October when Knox U3A holds 
its annual Art Show. This particular weekend, October 
8 & 9, represented the 21st such running of our 
major annual event. However, there was one essential 
difference in this year’s show, in that for the first time 
there was no craft or quilt component. We had taken 
the step to separate out this feature, and held a separate 
show for those genres, back in April, to wide acclaim.

The effect of this decision was immediately noticeable, 
as more space was made available for the better 
placement of exhibits, and greater freedom of movement 
afforded to patrons.

Approximately 250 entries were received, and the 
standard was, once more, first class. Judges Shirley 
Dougan (Fine Arts) and Barbara Oehring (Photography) 
had a difficult task in selecting winners from the five 
categories. A full listing of winners will appear, in due 
course, on our website (www.u3aknox.org.au), but for 
our purposes here, the major prize-winners were as 
follows:
•	 Best in Show  ($1000 prize donated by Ferntree 

Gully Toyota) – Alpine Creek by Robert Diss
•	 Best Landscape  $500 prize, (the Bill Batt 

Memorial from Knox Environment Society) – 
Flame Trees by Charlotte Kandelaars

•	 Best Portrait –Untamed by Gaye Ronald
•	 Mayor’s Prize  Lagoon at Chiltern by Susan 

Garrett
•	 People’s Choice (voted on by visitors to the show) 

– Lulu, the Governess (This work also came 2nd 
in the Other Media category.)

•	 1st in Oils – Shades of Night by Diana Morris
•	 1st in Watercolours – Shades of Grapes by 

Cynthia Fox
•	 1st in Pastels – Calm Waters by Linda Diane 

Finch
•	 1st in Acrylics – Dainty Lady by Brendan 

Blanchard
•	 1st Other Media – Mountain Ash by Glynis Kirby

•	 1st Photography – Bamboo Forest by Paul Lucas
Members of Parliament Alan Tudge (Federal), Nick 

Wakeling and Kim Wells (State) and Councillors Darren 
Pearce (Mayor) and Peter Lockwood were all on hand 
to facilitate the opening and to present prizes.

Thanks must be extended to Bruce Boswell, Alison 
and Lawrie Gaylard for their efforts as the principal 
organisers of the event, and to the small army of 
volunteers who carried the two days of the event so 
efficiently. Stalls were run and light refreshments served, 
all provided by the volunteers of Knox U3A.

Our thanks must go to Ferntree Gully Toyota, who 
donated the major prize for the show once more, and 
to Knox Environment Society, Knox City Council 
and many others who provided financial backing for 
the event.

And again, Radio Eastern 98.1 was on hand with their 
mobile studio to provide on-site entertainment, and a 
solid on-air plug for the Art Show. We do appreciate the 
ongoing support of these organisations, who continually 
serve to make the Art Show a success.

John E Ford 
Publicity Officer, Knox U3A

(Top) Federal MP for Aston, Alan Tudge presents Robert 
Diss with Toyota ‘Best in Show’ Award for his pastel 
entitled, ‘Alpine Creek’ (below). Photos by Barbara 
Oehring.
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We need to talk about succulents
At the September meeting of Knox National Seniors, 
guest speaker Fred Sanstrom gave a very interesting 
talk on succulents – basic gardening techniques and 
educational facts. 

Did you know that Sansevieria, ‘Mother-in-law’s 
tongue’, is an ideal indoor plant that has excellent 
capabilities of absorbing 107 known air pollutants? This 
is according to a 25 year research undertaken by NASA. 
Sansevieria is a very tough, durable and easy-to-grow 
plant with high tolerance of low light, rare watering and 
poor soil conditions, making it ideal for busy people  - or 
anyone who tends to kill plants.

At their meeting on 22 November Dr Jennifer 
Johns AM,  National Board President, National Heart 
Foundation of Australia, will be talking about how to 
avoid a heart attack and what to do if you think you are 
having a heart attack and what symptoms to look for. 

Check out their website for lots of information about 
meetings and events wwwknoxnationalseniors.org.au. 

Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of the month 
at Knox Club, corner of Stud and Boronia Road at 
10.15am. Come for a visit as our guest. Contact John 
Giles 9778 6784.

Environment

Planting indigenous native plants in your garden can 
definitely increase the resilience and the population 
numbers of local flora and fauna. Suitable low cost 
indigenous plants are available at the Knox Environment 
Society’s nursery. You will also find free wisdom from 
knowledgeable volunteers, people who are committed 
to projects aimed at the survival of indigenous native 
flora and fauna. 

Knox Council’s Gardens For Wildlife is one such 
project. This program focuses on creating a balanced 
habitat for plants, insects, birds and animals to live 
in sync with the available soil, nutrients, rainfall, sun 
and site.  (See Knox Council’s website for more about 
Gardens for Wildlife.)

If you want more native plants in your garden, it is 
worth visiting the KES nursery where you can select 
an indigenous plant for your garden that is listed as 
an endangered species. Listed threatened species are 
considered as being ‘matters of national environmental 
significance’ (See http://www.environment.gov.au/
biodiversity/threatened/species  )

Listing is one thing, acting is another. Too little is 
being done for the survival of dwindling native flora 
and fauna populations. Research is drawn out, time-
consuming, slow to catch up with the reality of what 
is happening in our increasingly populous city. But 
you can make a difference by planting indigenous 
plants. Resilience, endurance and survival:  this is what 
indigenous plants are genetically equipped with in order 
to survive, grow and multiply. By their very uniqueness 
these species will have an impact on our environment.

More information on KES, the plants available and 
current projects is available from info@kes.org.au. The 
nursery is located in the parkland opposite the Ferntree 
Gully Library, entry off Burwood Highway, Melways 
reference 74 A5. The nursery is open on Thursdays, 
10.00am to 4.00pm and Saturdays and Sundays 
10.00am to 1.00pm 

 Zoe Peltekis 
Media Liaison Officer 

Spring planting is on 

In fine flower at the KES Spring Sale was Bulbine 
Bulbosa (Bulbine Lily), a densely tufted perennial herb. 
The tubers of this insect attracting plant were steamed 
and eaten by the aborigines.
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Shopping for wisdom

Peter Stagg

Who runs the show? A railway story 
Who’s the boss in your organisation? Is it the Chief 
Executive Officer? The Chairman? Maybe the 
Operations Manager? Who runs the show? It’s usually 
pretty well defined these days, but I can assure you 
that wasn’t always the case. For a time during my own 
career I worked in an engineering branch of VicRail 
quaintly but accurately named the ‘Way & Works’ 
branch. The ‘Way’ was the track and the ‘Works’ 
was everything else – bridges, platforms, subways, 
and anything that required the use of a hammer or 
a shovel.

The Head of the Way & Works branch was the 
Chief Civil Engineer. He certainly took home 
the fattest pay packet and occupied the biggest 
mahogany desk in the most spatial office with the 
most panoramic view, but did he run the place? Well, 
no he didn’t really. That power resided in a much 
smaller stuffy office just down the corridor. This office 
housed three desks, a bank of filing cabinets and a 
wall of narrow sliding wooden drawers. This was the 
sanctuary of the Chief Clerk.

Now I say ‘sanctuary’ with good reason because 
that is precisely how it is stamped in my mind. The 
three desks were arranged end-to-end, the middle one 
being the seat of the Chief, with an assistant on either 
side. They sat on an elevated platform, not unlike an 
altar, and, as all three of them were chain-smokers, 
the room was forever shrouded in a purple haze. If 
you were ever summoned to the Chief Clerk’s office 
it could only mean one of two things – you were 
about to change jobs or you were in deep trouble. 
The Chief Clerk sat on all job interview panels and 
disciplinary hearings, monitored performance, and 
decided the fate of every young engineer, so walking 
into his office was akin to fronting up to the high 
priest. My own brief experiences are still very clear.

As I entered the room the first acolyte raised his 

head, looked me up and down,  and gestured with his 
HB pencil for me to approach the middle desk. And 
there I stood. The Chief Clerk just kept writing, not 
bothering to raise his head so powerful he was, and 
eventually in his own time said something like, ‘Mr. 
Stagg, I don’t know if you have ever heard of Seymour, 
but I am assured that it’s quite a lovely town. I’m not 
sure you are ready for this, so we will be watching you 
closely’. That was it. With his free hand he gestured to 
acolyte number two who handed me a sealed envelope 
and ushered me to the door. That was it. Six weeks later 
I was to move my young family from Francis Crescent, 
Ferntree Gully to a railway house in Seymour, where 
for two years my role was to look after the interstate 
rail line between Melbourne and Albury.

Well, I probably wasn’t ready, but one learns fast 
under pressure, and two years later, job done, with 
my wife and three tiny children we returned to the 
Gully ready for the next challenge. It came sooner 
than expected. Several months later I was again 
summoned to the altar and handed another envelope. 
Traralgon! This time, however, summoning all of my 
limited courage, I spoke. ‘Look, I’m afraid I will have 
to decline the offer. I really don’t want to raise my 
children in the Latrobe Valley.’ There was silence as 
acolyte number one reached for a scroll of names and 
handed it to the Chief. As he placed a large black cross 
against my name he leaned forward and hissed, ‘I don’t 
recall mentioning that it was an offer. You may come 
to regret this mistake’. I never did get another offer, 
for anything. The black cross ruled.

Several years later I left the Way & Works branch 
to take up Project Management work and never took 
a step back. And all the while the real Chief Civil 
Engineer sat in his large comfy office with his wide-
angled view of the rail yards surveying his domain 
– but we all knew who ran the show.

Do you have a little dancer who bops around more than walks?
Do you have a child who is looking for somewhere fun to dance?

Are you a dancer looking for a new home to grow & learn?

Look no further than Tempo Dance Company

We offer quality classes in all aspects of

Book your FREE TRIAL CLASS with us TODAY

* 9758 9163 or 0409 300 273 *
Clematis Hall - 2072 Wellington Rd near (CFA Depot) 

CLEMATIS
St Simon’s Hall - 2 Taylors Lane
ROWVILLE

Factory 4 / 14 Edina Road

Classes to suit all ages beginners to advanced

* CONTEMPORARY * ACRO / CHEER *

* JAZZ * TAP * CLASSICAL BALLET * HIP HOP *

FERNTREE GULLY
“gotta dance at tempo”

Point of View
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Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP for 

Ferntree Gully

The future of our state is in good hands! 
I recently hosted a lunch for Knox primary school 

leaders where they talked about, and celebrated their 
time as leaders within their schools. 

The students spoke of their experiences including, 

Knox primary school Leaders’ Luncheon
the informal, the enjoyable and the more difficult 
challenges they might face as a leaders. 

They spoke confidently in front of their peers and it 
was evident that they are all well prepared for the next 
phase of their education in secondary school. 

CO-EDUCATIONAL | ELC TO VCE  

•C
EL

EBRATIN
G
•

Y E A R S

Remembrance Day at St John’s
A moving Remembrance Day Prayer Service 
was held at St John the Baptist School, 
Ferntree Gully.

Our school community gathered at the flagpole to 
remember and pray for the Australians who so bravely 
gave their lives for us. 

The children brought posies from home to place at 
the base of the flagpole and recalled the important and 
historical events of this day. The lowering of the flag 
and the prayerful reverence were appreciated by all. 

At 11 am on 11 November 1918 the guns of the 
Western Front fell silent after more than four years’ 
continuous warfare. The 11th hour of the 11th day of 
the 11th month attained a special significance in the 
post-war years. The moment when hostilities ceased on 
the Western Front became universally associated with 
the remembrance of those who had died in the war. 

After the end of the Second 
World War, the Australian and 
British governments gave it the 
name: Remembrance Day. Today 
we continue in that tradition as 
we not only commemorate those 
who died in past conflicts, but we 
also think of our Defence Force 
members presently serving on 
active operations in various parts 
of the world.

I wish each of them all the very best for the remaining 
weeks of their primary school year and for their future 
whatever that may hold. 

I’m certain we will see some of their names in the 
public domain in the future.

Nick Wakeling 
State Member for Ferntree Gully
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Schools Page

Preps with posies. From the left: 
Violet, Lorelai, Cooper and Ashan.
Parent Dianne Thomas played the 
trumpet
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Christmas Services at St John the Baptist 
Parish, Ferntree Gully

Christmas Eve Masses Sunday 24 December 2017
7.00pm Carols followed by 7.30pm Family Mass
9.30pm Carols followed by10.00pm Mass of Christmas 
Night ***

Christmas Day Masses  Monday 25 December 2017
9.00am Mass
11.00am Mass 
Mass for the New Year - Solemnity of Mary Mother 
of God
Monday 1 January 2018 - 11.00am Mass

No one has to be alone
Christmas is a real time of celebration for most of us as 
we relax with family and exchange gifts. But for some 
Christmas Day can be a very lonely time, especially if 
there is no family, or the family that is around is not 
real flash.

That is why for the past 16 years Foothills Community 
Care has been hosting its annual Ferntree Gully 

Christmas Day Lunch
Community Christmas Day 
Lunch on 25 December at St 
John the Baptist Parish Hall in 
Forest Rd.

It is open to anyone in our 
local community and is put 
on so that no one has to be 
alone on the day. Doors open 
at midday with entertainment, 
kids activities, photo booth, 
nativity play, plenty of yummy 
Christmas food, delicious 
desserts and of course a visit 
from our very own Christmas 
Angel with presents to share.

The Ferntree Gully Bendigo 
Bank will host a giving tree 
at its Station St branch from 

December 1 for presents and food to be dropped off. If 
you would like to donate food, funds (tax deductible), 
gifts or to volunteer please contact Foothills. 

To book your free ticket for the day please also contact 
Foothills on phone 8711 8677 or email stephen@
foothillscare.org.au.

Stephen Barrington

Below: The Giving Tree at the Bendigo Bank.

Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156. 
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156 
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sharnna Ainsworth
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road 
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
Tel.9758 0217
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Worship
Worship Sunday 8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist with hymns. Sunday School 
for children 
Thursday 10.00am Holy Eucharist followed by cuppa 
and chat 
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

By the time this issue of the Gully 
News comes out, that ‘Tree Time’ 
will be ever-present in our minds. 
I mean of course,  Christmas 
Tree Time.  And this year, as 
last year, the Uniting Church, 

in conjunction with the Ferntree Gully Village Fair 
(Saturday, 25 November, 10.00 am – 2.00pm) is hosting 
a Christmas Tree competition, open to anyone, or any 
local organisation, who has the imagination to compete.

Last year we had, to name a few: ‘Poet-tree’, ‘Pantree’, 
‘Communitree’, as well as ‘Cat(er)tree’, ‘Minis-tree’ 
(from who else  but a neighbouring Church!), and a  
‘Morningtea-tree’. The prize for the one voted Most 
Popular was from Glengollan, who named theirs the 
‘Pullover-tree’, decorated in tiny, beautifully knitted 
woollen jumpers.

So, these are just some ideas which people have come 
up with. Food for thought if you are interested in having 
a go.  Have fun thinking about what yours could be, and 
when you have decided, register your interest on 9753 
6522 or email ftg.uca@gmail.com. Your entries should 
arrive at the church on the day before,  that is Friday 24 
November between the hours of 3.00pm and 5.00pm.

Have fun, and see you on the day, and come up with 
the answer to:

How many Christmas Trees
can a Christmas Tree be
when a Christmas Tree
is not being a Christmas Tree tree?

Pat Rivett

How many Christmas trees?
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‘Flagrant violation of the law practised in Ferntree Gully’
This story comes to Ferntree Gully News courtesy of 
the Knox Historical Society and their publication the 
Historian that prefaces it as follows: ‘Barbara Stephens 
submitted a list of old articles from the South Bourke 
& Mornington Journal to the Historian, suggesting 
members might find them interesting reading. Several 
combine to tell the tale of the Sapwells, Henry and his 
mother Mary, whose practice of illegally selling liquor 
without a license (‘sly grog’) caused quite a stir in 1879. 

Sapwell’s sly grog sales
‘Complaints are frequently being made of the flagrant 
violation of the law which is practised at Ferntree 
Gully in the way of sly-grog selling by an individual 
who appears to make this location very disagreeable to 
the respectable residents in the vicinity. An application 
has now been made to the Superintendent of Police 
to station a constable there, as it is stated there are a 
number of roughs congregated in the neighbourhood 
whose presence results in the loss of chattel property 
and the great annoyance of the inhabitants.’1 

The practice seems wide-spread; the paper reported a 
raid on another sly grog seller in Pakenham in March, 
explaining that illicit sales were taking place because 
there were no public houses in the area.2 

Opinions differed on how to deal with the situation. 
The Journal suggested making licenses available at 
a small cost, claiming that inevitably, ‘where a large 
number of men are employed, even temporarily in a 
locality, they will have their beer.’3 

Berwick Councillor J. T. Dobson suggested that 
persons giving information on sly grog-selling receive 
half the fine levied, and called for a policeman to reside 
in Ferntree Gully.4 Despite the Council’s insistence, the 
police could only offer an occasional patrol from officers 
stationed at Dandenong and Oakleigh.5 

‘Steps are being taken to oust that long-standing 
nuisance, – Sapwell the sly-grog seller – out of the 
Fern Tree Gully district.’6 Both Sapwells would appear 
in court in June, with Mary being sentenced to three 
months labour.7 In early 1880 the Journal reported 
that Senior Constable McKee had prosecuted Mary 
and she had been sentenced to a further six months 
imprisonment for sly-grog selling.8 This appears to have 
ended the matter. 

In April, Dobson came under fire for his treatment 
of the Ferntree Gully Hotel, which, he claimed, 
encroached on the road. Critics of Dobson’s stance 
claim that the action was taken merely from personal 
spite.9 Dobson’s response, published in the Journal, 
referred to his handling of the Sapwells, giving some 
insight into his approach to law and order: 

‘[I have been told] that I have done enough for 
“conscience sake,” but I was not advised so when 
Sapwell’s case was in hand and I rather think that [my 
critic] was interested in the removal of that nuisance, 
and I don’t see why the same measures should not be 
used for the removal of the one infringement as well 
as the other.’10 

References:
1 “Local Intelligence”, South Bourke & Mornington 
Journal, 12 March 1879, p. 2.
2 “Raid on Sly Grog-Sellers at Pakenham”, South 
Bourke & Mornington Journal, 19 
March 1879 p. 3.
3 “Local Intelligence”, South Bourke & Mornington 
Journal, 2 April, 1879 p. 2.
4 “Berwick Shire Council”, South Bourke & 
Mornington Journal, 12 March, 1879 p. 3. 
5 “Local Intelligence”, South Bourke & Mornington 
Journal, 7 May, 1879 p. 2.
6 “Local Intelligence”, South Bourke & Mornington 
Journal, 4 June, 1879 p. 2.
7 Central Register of Female Prisoners, Penal and Gaols 
Branch, Chief Secretary’s 
Department VPRS 516/P2 vol. 7, p. 394.
8 “Berwick Shire Council”, South Bourke & 
Mornington Journal, 28 January 1880, p. 3.
9 “Public Meeting at Ferntree Gully”, South Bourke & 
Mornington Journal, 21 April 
1880, p. 2.
10 “Berwick Shire Council”, South Bourke & 
Mornington Journal, 28 April 1880, p. 3. 

Stop Press: Sunday 12 November

‘Immerse’ Exhibition launched with panache
An excited crowd filled the Knox Civic Centre for the 
launch of Knox’s biggest art show ‘Immerse - 30 artists 
on 30 sites for 30 days’. See the website knox.vic.gov.
au/immerse for venues or pick up a program from the 
Libraries. 

At the opening last night, Barbara Oehring took 
photographs. The view into the atrium shows a 
spectacular installation of ceramic butterflies floating in 
coloured light above palms and people.That installation, 
‘Odd Opulence’, is the work of Marwa Fahmy. Another 
is the swathes of colour cris-crossing through the frame 
of the  building: ‘Urban Maze’ by Mariah Bakhtair.

Prizes were awarded to:
Best Young Artist: Ellen Yeong Gyeong Son
Emerging  Artist: Jody Haines
Joint winners of the Best Overall Exhibition: Fausto 
Gallego and Rhianon Slatter & Sally Tape 
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EACH - 1300 003 224
MBS Physiotherapy, Exercise Physiology Services
Bulk billed services include:
•	 Physiotherapy: specialises in treatment and 

management of musculoskeletal conditions
•	 Exercise Physiology: specialises in exercise 

prescription for diabetes, cardiac and respiratory 
conditions 

•	 To access these services, eligible clients must have:
•	 GP Management Plan and Team Care Arrangements
•	 A chronic/complex medical condition that has been 

present for six months or longer
Where: 1063 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully & Capital 
City Blvd, Wantirna South
For more information call the friendly reception team 
on 9757 6200 

Family Yoga
Yoga as a family is a great way to exercise, relax and spend 
quality time together. This course will help strengthen 
the bond between you and your children whilst focussing 
on fun. No previous experience is needed. BYO yoga 
mat if possible. 
Where: Shire Hall, 1063 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
When: Tuesday 17 October – 5 December 2017
Time: 4:30pm to 5:30pm
Cost: $10 per family session 

Confident Parenting Group
A seven-week course for parents to learn strategies, 
share tips and enhance family relationships. The group 
will focus on topics chosen by the participants such as: 
Communication, Discipline, Resilience, Parenting in 
Today’s World, Development and Managing Feelings. 
Where: Shire Hall, 1063 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
When: Wednesdays 1 November – 13 December 2017
Time: 10:00am – 12:00pm
Cost: $10 per session

Youth Health Clinic
Youth Health Clinic is a free service for young people 
aged 12-25 years. Young people can speak to a nurse 
about a range of health care issues including sexual 
health, mental health, drugs and alcohol. You can make 
an appointment by call or just drop in. 
Where: Knox Ozone, Headspace Knox Site, Capital 
City Blvd, Wantirna South
When: Thursdays from 3:30pm to 7:00pm
Cost: Free
To make an appointment please call 98016088.
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Hands Up for Gender Equality -  
Morning Tea
The event will be a chance to 
•	 Celebrate with other Knox people, this important 

International period (16 days of Activism) when 
communities every year promote action against 
gendered violence.

•	 Be part of creating a spectacular visual display 
which shows  the Knox community’s commitment 
to gender equality (as part of its commitment to 
ending violence against women creating and 
displaying your #GE4Us message and by bringing 
or wearing orange. 

•	 Being inspired by meeting people over food 
and music, and hearing from ambassadors from 
different organisations and community groups 
about their work to create gender equality. 

•	 Pick up resources which will help you ‘plant the 
seed for gender equality’ and help others you 
know doing that, as part of working towards a 
Knox where gender equality is reflected in all 
families, organisations and settings. 

Knox PLEDGE are a partnership of community, 
Council, community health and community legal 
organisations in Knox  who have for the past three 
years worked to engage Knox individuals and groups 
in gender equality action. This work is important on 
many levels, but is particularly focused on preventing 
violence against women before it begins. The ‘Hands Up 
for Gender Equality Morning Tea’ is one of a range of 
activities being led by Knox PLEDGE and its partners 
including training workshops, pop up displays at 
Westfield Shopping Centre and social media messages as 
part of  16 Days of Activism. The work of the PLEDGE 
is proudly supported by a Community Development 
Grant from the Knox City Council. 

 This event is part of ‘16 Days of Activism against 
gender based violence’, an international campaign to 
challenge violence against women and girls.  

When:Thursday 7 December 10.00am to 2.00pm
Where: Boronia Progress Hall, Boronia Road

The ‘16 days of activism campaign’  runs every 
year from 25 November, which is International Day 

of Elimination of Violence against Women, until 10 
December which is Human Rights Day. 

For more information go to http://www.vic.gov.au/
women/family-violence-prevention/victoria-against-
violence.html
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Ferntree  Gul ly  L ibrar y  & 
Community Arts Centre
1010 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
Book at Ferntree Gully Library on 
9800 6455, or online on the 
Eastern Regional Libraries website 
- www.yourlibrary.com.au
Ferntree Gully Library is a branch of 
Eastern Regional Libraries 

Opening hours:  Monday-Wednesday 9am-8pm, Thursday 
& Friday 9am-5.30pm, Saturday 10am-1pm

Great free events at Ferntree 
Gully Library 

Immerse Art Exhibition 
30 Exhibitions 30 Days 30 Venues in Knox
Ferntree Gully Library & Community Arts Centre 
will be exhibiting artwork by several artists during this 
event - mid November to mid December 2017: Deanna 
Roberts (ceramic sculpture), Rose Hawker (Bronze 
works), Brenton See (outside mural), Debra Staun 
(ceramic boots), Annie Fox (artworks on paper), Caro 
Facelli (botanical drawings). 

The Dolomites – Photographs of a 
summer journey to the mountains 
and towns of Northern Italy 
Thursday 23 November 2.30pm
Denise, a keen amateur photographer, enjoyed walking 
in the high mountains, taking leisurely bicycle rides to 
local castles and other cultural sites, wandering around 
beautiful old medieval towns, and travelling on trains, 
cable cars and local buses. She has many interesting 
photographs to show of this wonderful experience in 
such a delightful part of the world. 

Merry Makers: Christmas craft for the 
family
Tuesdays at 4:00pm on 21 and 28 November, and 
5 December 
Get in the Christmas spirit with our end of year make 
and take workshops. 

A different family friendly craft activity each week. 
Join us for one week or all three. Suitable for ages 3 
plus – younger siblings welcome (a simple colouring 
activity will be provided for them).

Family Christmas storytime
Tuesday 12 December 6.30pm
Join us for our annual family Christmas celebration! 
A special evening of stories and songs with Christmas 
carols from the children of the St John the Baptist 
School Choir. Fun for all ages!

Bookings essential – ring Ferntree Gully Library on 
9800 6455  or book online on the library website - www.
yourlibrary.com.au

‘Your choices should reflect 
your hopes, not your 
fears.’  Nelson Mandela
Looking back on this 
year, I think that I have 

lived up to Nelson 
Mandela’s words. This 

was a big year for me, with 
many firsts. Overall I am pleased with 
my progress, I have definitely grown as 
a person this year. I have learnt to trust 
myself more, and to relax a little and just 
go with the flow. What will be, will be. 
Here’s to an even better 2018. 

Diana Brown



SPARK!  (Strength, Purpose, Adventure, 
Resilience, Knowledge)
SPARK! is a group designed to help young people learn 
about themselves, explore values, manage life’s ups and 
downs and develop a meaningful direction, in a fun and 
interactive way. SPARK! uses a range of experimental 
activities, including art and games to provide skills and 
learning. No artistic skills are required!  

SPARK! is based on Acceptance and Commitment 
Therapy (ACT), which is a unique and creative model 
for therapy and coaching, and involves the exploration 
of mindfulness and values. The aim of SPARK! is to 
create a rich and meaningful life, while accepting the 
struggles that inevitably go with it. 
Where: Headspace Knox – 2 Capital City Blvd, 
Wantirna South
When: Thursdays 17 October to 5 December 2017
Time: 3.00pm-4:30pm 
Contact: Cathy Mason on 98001499 or email cathy.
mason@each.com.au  or Chenai Mupotsa on 98016088 
or email chenai.mupotsa@headspaceknox.com.au

Mountain District Learning Centre 
Beyond School program 

Finished at School … What’s the next step? Mountain 
District Learning Centre and Headspace Knox have 
joined forces to bring you the Beyond School Program. 
It is the perfect course to help you find your way and 
take the next step. Explore your interests, build self-
confidence, learn about study, career and volunteering, 
develop employability and life skills, make friends and 
have fun. 
Where: Mountain District Learning Centre, 13-15 The 
Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Tel: 9758 7859
Cost: $20 per person 

Responsible Serving of Alcohol
If you want to work in any bar, club, café, restaurant 
or venue that sells alcohol in Victoria, you will need 
a Responsible Service of Alcohol (RSA) certificate, 
accredited by the Victorian Commission for Liquor 
and Gambling Regulation. Mountain District Learning 
Centre are a VCGLR approved provider for their 4 hour 
Responsible Service of Alcohol Course.
Where: Mountain District Learning Centre, 13-15 The 
Avenue, Ferntree Gully
When: Tuesday 5 December 2017
Time: 6:00pm-10:00pm
Cost: $60 Including VCGLR certificate
For more information call MDLC on 9758 7859

Knox SHOWnSHINE 2017/2018
The Knox SHOWnSHINE 2017/18 summer series 
kicks off in October. Run by the Rotary Club of Knox, 
all proceeds raised from the KNnoxSHOWnSHINE go 
towards community-based projects including initiatives 
around youth homelessness, youth leadership programs 
and supporting many others in need.  This is a family 
friendly, alcohol free, event that welcomes all makes 

and models of cars and bikes. There is a People’s Choice 
award, with prize and trophy, and all exhibitors go into 
a lucky draw prize on the night. Sausage sizzle and 
drinks available. 
Where: North East Carpark behind Knox City 
Shopping Centre, Capital City Blvd, Wantirna South
When: Second Tuesday of every month October to 
March
Time: 6pm to 8pm
Cost: Car/bike entry $5 . Spectators: gold coin donation
For more information go to:  http://knoxrotaryclub.
org.au/events/knox-shownshine/

Safe Steps Family Violence Response Centre
Safe Steps is a Family Violence Response Centre 
(formerly Women’s Domestic Violence Crisis Service) a 
state-wide service for women and children experiencing 
violence and abuse from a partner or ex-partner, another 
family member or someone close to them.

Safe Steps provides a comprehensive range of services 
at no charge to support women and children living 
with violence. These services include: emergency 
accommodation, a 24/7 crisis line, risk assessment, 
safety planning, outreach services, advocacy, referral, 
information and support.

Safe Steps is staffed by women. If you or someone you 
care about is living with an abusive partner or family 
member call the 24-hour crisis line on 1800 015 188 
to access support or information.

For more information go to: http://www.safesteps.
org.au/

Pets in Crisis
When there is violence in the home, it is inevitable that 
pets are affected. They can be direct targets for abuse, or 
used as weapons by perpetrators to manipulate, control 
and punish women and children. In fact, studies have 
indicated that violence against animals has a similar 
psychological impact on a woman as if she was being 
abused herself.

Often, women need to escape an unsafe home 
environment but are reluctant to leave their pets behind 
and at risk of harm or death by the perpetrators.

Fortunately, the Safe Steps Pets in Crisis program 
assists women and children to leave situations of abuse 
safely, feeling confident their pets will also be safe and 
secure.

Though pets cannot be taken into most crisis care 
refuges, Safe Steps can arrange for animals to be 
temporarily rehomed through one of our partner animal 
welfare organisations.

All pets will be placed in suitable animal 
accommodation until such time as they can be reunited 
with their families.

For more information go to: http://www.safesteps.
org.au/your-safety/#PetsCrisis

Eastern Makers and Creators Hub
Want to learn more or tell people about your craft? Join 
the Eastern Makers and Creators Hub!

The Eastern Makers and Creators Hub (previously 
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known as The Knox Craft Collective) is a collective of 
craft artists living or working in the Eastern suburbs 
of Melbourne. The collective networks craft artists, 
community groups, craft businesses and those just 
interested in craft.

A budding new group, the collective has already 
created a workshop series, monthly meet ups, a Facebook 
group and has many more plans for the future. As well, 
an e-newsletter is distributed to the collective via email 
bi-monthly and is based on members’ contributions 
regarding craft practice, workshops, exhibitions, fairs, 
festivals, markets, awards, grants etc. The Eastern 
Makers and Creators Hub also holds monthly Meet Ups! 
These are planned to be informal gatherings to share 
knowledge, expand on your practice and skills, to learn 
new things and meet likeminded EMACH members. 
There’ll also be a regular Show and Tell. So bring along 
an example of your work and something to work on 
while you meet. Tea and coffee will be provided.

Where: Ferntree Gully Community Arts Centre, 
1010 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully. Cost: Free

For more information go to: http://www.knox.vic.
gov.au/knoxcraft

Medication Support & Recovery Service
The Medication Support & Recovery Service is a free 
and confidential health service for people who have 
problems with their use of medications.  This includes 
prescription and over-the-counter medications such as 
opioid pain killers (including codeine or oxycodone), 
benzodiazepines (including diazepam or temazepam) 
or other types of medications.  They work with adults, 
young people and families across the East and North-
East areas of Melbourne and offer a range of treatment 
services including: 
•	 individual and family counselling
•	 nursing and withdrawal support
•	 peer support and group programs
•	 educations and training for healthcare services and 

community organisations
Anyone who is worried about their use of prescription 
or over-the-counter medications can access our service. 
The service also supports families and friends worried 
about someone else’s use of medications. All services 
are provided at no cost to you, and you don’t need a 
Medicare care or a GP referral. 

For more information or to make an appointment call 
1800 931 101 or go to www.msrs.org.au

Country Music Show
The Upwey Country Music Club is presenting a Walk 
Up - Open Mic concert, on Sunday 3 December, at 
the Guides Hall in Underwood Road, Ferntree Gully, 
from 12.30pm to 5.00 pm.. Artists perform songs in 
the Country, Bluegrass and Folk genres. The hall can 
accomodate an audience of up to 100. All welcome.

New singers, musicians, and bands are always 
welcome. A band or musician is available to back singers, 
if required. Just bring your music along.

There is a small entrance charge of $7 ($5 for 



Playtime
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Catching up on news in the Gully.
Mary Trinnie, our office team volunteer visited Vietnam. 

Your community contacts
Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com

FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316,
playing at  Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides  Jane Meehan 0408 505 661.
We have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.au
or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 2.00pm
first Tuesdays most months. For venues and information 
contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087  
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond,
1st and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-3pm
FTG VIEW Club Isabel 9758 5435, fourth Mondays,
Knox Club 11.30am
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association  9758 7859
2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677
Forest Rd M&CHC Playgroup Kathryn 0430 163 702.
Sessions weekdays 9am to 3pm
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457460313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve
Moyra Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed  
gullymenshed34@gmail.com
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm
Knox District Woodworkers Club Harry Deschepper 
9758 4849
Knox Environment Society Irene Kelly 9763 8069
Knox Exercise & Social Group. 
Ronald Woodrow: 0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays  1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary:  Ph 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library  10am-12pm Fridays and Saturdays 
0424 265 790
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027,
2nd & 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garrey 0400 823 441, 
1st and 3rd Wednesday.
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-11.45am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday, 
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG  John Flemming 9758 6532,
Mondays 6.45pm 
U3A 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
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members) to help cover costs. The club runs regular 
concerts on the first Sunday of each month at the 
Guides Hall. 
Enquiries to Graham 03 5964 8298.

Pets in the Park
Treat your pet and the whole family to a fantastic free 
day of entertainment and giveaways.

Learn about responsible pet ownership from Council’s 
Community Laws team.

The Main Stage will feature a variety of talks and 
performances by Animals of Oz, Victor and Victoria 
and The Mik Maks.Also:

•	 Dog Training Demonstrations
•	 Reptile, Creepy Crawly and Native Animal display 

including a crocodile
•	 Lure Coursing
•	 Working Dog demonstrations
•	 Stage Entertainment
•	 Free Kids Rides
When: Sunday 19 November
Where: Gilbert Park Reserve, Ferntree Gully  Road, 
Knoxfield

Knox National Seniors
Dr Jennifer Johns AM, National Board President, 
National Heart Foundation of Australia will be talking 
to the Knox National Seniors Association about how 
to avoid a heart attack, what to do if you think you are 
having a heart attack and symptoms to look for.
When: Wednesday 22 November, 10.15am to 11.45am 
(welcome to stay for lunch at own expense)
Where:  Knox Club, cnr Stud and Boronia Roads, 
Wantirna
Contact:  John Giles 9778  6784
  The Knox National Seniors Association meets at 
10.15 am on the 4th Wednesday of the month at the 
Knox Club, corner Stud and Boronia Roads.  Come 
and visit as a guest, contact John Giles or go to www.
knoxnationalseniors.org.au

Funny you should say that...

© Pete Rowe 2017     www.peterowe.com.au

   “FOREWARNED IS FOREARMED”
Latin Proverb

I COULD SEE
THAT COMING!



www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au

Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858

Address: 1 – 4 / 6 Mt Gate Drive, Ferntree Gully
For sale: $620,000 each

LOCATION IS EVERYTHING!
On offer is an excellent opportunity to secure 
a modern townhouse ideally located within 
a few hundred metres to the Mountain Gate 
Shopping Centre, school, kindergarden, 
bus stop and medical facilities. Secure your 
future today knowing that you have locked 
in a beautifully designed townhouse with 3 
bedrooms, open plan living, double garage, a 
choice of balcony or decking and more.
This rare location is ideal for investors, 
first home buyers or anyone looking for 
convenience.

For further information, contact

Ray Abley 0418 319 452

Michael Jang 0417 288 899

John Katselas 0411 110 997

Only 1 left!


