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Gardens for wildlife
The ducks are back in the lakes at the
Tim Neville Arboretum. Works on this
million dollar project of restoration and reengineering will soon be completed and a
much loved park once again returned to its
life-giving role as sanctuary, for flora, fauna,
trees and people.
Constructed in 1988, the Tim Neville
Arboretum was the city of Knox’s major
project for the Bicentenary. The mayor at
the time was Dobson Ward Councillor
Frank Johnson who recently passed away.

(His many contributions to Ferntree Gully are
recalled on page 3.)
Situated on 4.4 hectares of land in Dorset
Road the park was previously the pioneering
Dobson family’s orchard. It was conceived
as a site that could exemplify how people’s
gardens could look through careful selection
of vegetation.
Since then this idea has spread, as evidenced
by the ‘Gardens for Wildlife’ project now
recording 700 members across Knox (see page
13).
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From the editor
One of the delights and the privilege of editing a
community newspaper is that you get invited to
so many local events and meet so many people.
The Gardens for Wildlife annual party recently
was a good example. This year, instead of meeting
rather formally indoors, we gathered at sunset in
Knox Environment Society’s garden beside the
Ferntree Gully library.
Before the speeches began we could wander
along winding paths among lovingly planted
bush vegetation, hear the frogs in the wetland
pool, take refreshments in a marquee, look at
photos of members’ gardens, meet old friends
and new.
That evening summed up for me so much that
is beautiful, physical, threatened and hopeful,
above all, shared. It also sums up much that is
reported in this issue.
Underlying all the reporting is the theme of
friendship, the bond that we create in all we do
together. Don’t miss: Teresa Cannon’s stories
of a basketball team and a group of artists;
Knoxbrooke’s celebration of 50 years of making a
‘home from home’ for special people; firefighters
gathered in festive mode; people united in prayer
at Easter, and in a struggle to preserve a special
place (page 12).
Thank you to all who sent in their news and
stories and to the wonderful team of volunteers
who put the paper together and get it to you.
Anne Margot Boyd
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April
3 Be alarmed - Change your smoke alarm
battery
7-16 National Youth Week
7 World Health Day 2017
8-9 Craft Show – page 19
14 Good Friday – page 21
16 Easter Sunday
17 Easter Monday
25 ANZAC Day – page 15

May
Domestic and Family Violence Prevention
Month
6 - 13 Heart Week
7 Mothers’ Day
8-14 National Volunteer Week
12 Gully News Volunteers Party
14 RSPCA Million Paws Walk
19 Walk Safely to School Day
27-28 Red Shield Appeal for Salvation
Army

Contact us

Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056 (Tuesdays or leave a message)
Email: gullynews@gmail.com

Join us

If you would like to help, either with gathering or editing news,
stories and photos, managing advertisements or delivering
the paper, contact Anne Boyd 9758 8278 or Jenny Ford 9758
1370, or call in at our office at No. 8 The Avenue, open at
times as above.

Find Ferntree Gully online

The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing.
The newspaper website is ferntreegullynews.com
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District Learning Centre
is mdlc.com.au For news and events: ferntreegully.vic.au
ferntreegullyvillagetraders.com.au
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are not necessarily
those of the supporting organisations unless acknowledged as
such. No endorsement of products and services is implied by
the listing of advertisers and sponsors. While every effort is
taken to print contributions accurately, the publishers take no
responsibility for errors.

Advertising

Advertise your business in Ferntree Gully News
Prices begin at $60 inc.GST for an ad size 60mm
deep x 80mm wide
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For your diary

Walkers needed

Walkers are needed for the following areas:
• Commercial Road around Dorset Road, Flower Street and
Simpsons Road.
• Commercial Road around Westley Street to Wilkes and
Dorset Road.
• Club Hotel Triangle, Ferntree Gully Road to Clyde Street
and around Burwood Highway.
• Corner Scoresby and Ferntree Gully Roads to Camden
Park Drive.
• We still need walkers for some areas in Mountain Gate,
Burke Road and Edina Street.
Contact Jenny Ford 9758 1370

2017 Deadlines for copy & advertising
Issue

Copy due

47 June
48 August
49 Oct

12 May
14 Jul
8 Sep

Distribution

2 June
4 Aug
29 Sep

email to gullynews@gmail.com
Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm
or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056 or contact MDLC 9758 7859
ABN 20 093 868 002
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Ferntree Gully community says
thank you to Karin Orpen

Obituary
Farewell to Frank Johnson
The man

We celebrate the life of Frank Johnson, a well-known
Ferntree Gully resident who died on 23 Feb aged 87
years. Frank was an affable, friendly and intelligent
man, a real good bloke, who came to the 1930s
holiday area of Ferntree Gully over 75 years ago with
his parents and five siblings from a very tough life
in Footscray during the Great Depression. Through
diligence he became one of the few locals with a
university degree which held him in good stead
throughout his life but he never forgot the struggling
times of his parents and was always a voice for the
battlers in the community. Nor did he ever forget
his faith in God, nurtured throughout his life by the
Catholic Church.
A wonderful father, grandfather, great-grandfather,
father-in-law, brother, community leader and friend
to so many, Frank will be sadly missed but never
forgotten

The councillor and community man

Frank Johnson JP served as a Knox Councillor for
12 years, representing the Ferntree Gully Ward from
1981-1993, including two terms as Mayor (1983-84
and 1987-88).
Many local people remember Frank as being mayor
at the time of the bicentennial Celebrations across
Australia in 1988. He officiated at the opening of the
Tim Neville Arboretum, now a prized landmark for
all members of the community and the many who
visit it each year.
The present Dobson Ward Councillor Jake Keogh
has commented, ‘For anyone who attended the event
at the arboretum, they’ll agree it was a huge event,
attracting 50,000 people. Frank was considered the
driver for our much-loved arboretum, and we are all
indebted to him for his legacy.’
Frank was one of the original directors of the FTG
community bank. He was involved in many other
community organisations, including: St Vincent
de Paul, Ferntree Gully Football Club, Fourth

Shop 3/107 Station Street
Ferntree Gully
Your local IGA community store

Seniors
Discount
087 Ferntreegully IGA A5 Postcard.indd 1

Great
Weekly
Specials

Home
Delivery

Knox Scouts, the Knox Historical Society and was
a Foundation Member of the Knox & District
Woodworkers Club.
‘We will miss Frank and I know I join many others
in the community in expressing our thanks for his
service, and sending our fond thoughts and prayers
to his family and friends during this sad time’,
added Cr Keogh. At their meeting on 27 February
Knox Council passed condolence motions for Frank
Johnson and for another former councillor and mayor
who died recently, Dr Tom Blaze.

The family man

Francis Alberto Johnson was born on 23 August 1929
in Footscray Hospital, the second of Frederick and
Win Johnson’s six children. They moved to Ferntree
Gully in 1940 where Frank attended St John the
Baptist Primary School and later St Kevin’s College,
Toorak.
He attained a degree of Bachelor of Commerce
at Melbourne University and married his late wife
Peg. They lived in the Gully and went on to have 10
children, 21 grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren.
Frank worked in banking and business before
settling in to teaching. He was instrumental in the
creation of St Joseph’s Regional College in the Gully
and later went on to become the Principal Lecturer
in Accounting at RMIT.
Well done good and faithful servant; rest in peace
and in your own words, ‘Bye, Bye’ Frank.

More than 100 people gathered at the Ferntree Gully
CFA recently to say thank you to Karin Orpen for her
long service as Dobson Ward representative on Knox
Council. Karin represented the ward for 20 years and
served three times as mayor (1999-2000, 2002-3, and
2012-13).
Steve Barrington of Foothills Community Care was
a lively MC.
Long-term council watcher and former Knox Citizen
of the Year, Kevin Knox presented Karin with a
handsomely framed portrait (by photographer Barbara
Oehring). Trish Kirk’s powerpoint captured highlights,
happy and sad, reminding us of the many ways in which
a dedicated councillor becomes part of the community.
There was food to share (from Coffee Bliss and friends)
and above all stories to tell.
Representatives from some of the 20 local community
groups attending spoke about Karin’s support for their
various activities. Her dedication to her role over so
many years is manifest in achievements such as the
restoration to financial security of the Cemetery Trust
and the creation of the spectacular Quarry Park. In
the words of Kevin Knox, ‘You see the best of local
government when you watch a mother with young
children at local schools attending Council meetings,
standing for Council to represent the ward she lives in,
and then keeping up the dedication for so many years.’
He thanked Karin and her family on behalf of all of us.

10/09/14 3:47 PM
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In the Spirit of Sharing
Vacancies

Vacancies
for Girls

Vacancies
for Girls

Do you enjoy Hanging out with friends, Caring for
the environment, exploring the outdoors or just
want to challenge yourself further….

Do you enjoy Hanging out with friends, Caring for
the environment, exploring the outdoors or just
want to challenge yourself further….

Get Into Girl Guides!

Get Into Girl Guides!

We have vacancies for girls aged 5 -18
years.

We have vacancies for girls aged 5 -18
years.

Come along and try us out,

Come along and try us out,

The first 3 weeks are free.

The first 3 weeks are free.

For further information:

For further information:

For further information:

knox@guidesvic.org.au

knox@guidesvic.org.au

knox@guidesvic.org.au

www.guidesvic.org.au

www.guidesvic.org.au

www.guidesvic.org.au

Ferntree Gully Resident and former Knox Councillor
for Girls
Peter Cole OAM recently received an Honorary Officer
of the Order of Fiji (OF) at State House in Suva Fiji
Do you enjoy Hanging out with friends, Caring for
Islands.
environment,President
exploring the outdoors or just
The award was presented by HistheExcellency,
want to challenge yourself further….
of the Republic of Fiji, Retired Major General George
Konrote.
Get Into Girl Guides!
The award was in recognition of service to Fiji
through not-for-profit Spirit of Sharing
of vacancies
which Peter
We have
for girls aged 5 -18
is chairman. The group sends sports equipment
to
years.
schools in Fiji.
alongwho
and try us out,
Peter dedicated the award to all the Come
volunteers
have and currently support SOS in various
The ways.
first 3 ‘This
weeks are free.
award is for our team as together we have achieved so
much in Fiji and other neighbouring countries.’

CORPORATE

WORKWEAR
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Browse our catalogue online at

WWW.ALLMAKECLOTHING.COM.AU

HOSPITALITY

TEAM & CASUAL

> 2/1809 Ferntree Gully Rd
> Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
> Ph: 03 9759 6789
> Email: sales@allmakeclothing.com.au

EST. 2002
Over 30 years’ experience in the
textile industry

Embroidery
and screen-printing
available

Bendigo Bank
Annual Community Grants
Application forms available until 7 April

Each year the Knox Community Bank ® Group
gives back to the community via its Community
Grant Program. Through a combination of sponsors,
donations and grants the Knox Community Bank ®
Group has contributed in excess of $2.75 million.
The money awarded in the past has been utilised to
improve sporting facilities, supplying defibrillators to
community organisations, funding upgrades to facilities,
providing opportunities for the disabled, providing

food for the disadvantaged on a regular basis, funding
schools and kinders for educational needs, and many
other requests submitted by community groups.
Grants are awarded to local organisations. If your
organisation could use a little extra funding, application
forms for the annual grants provided by the Knox
Community Bank ® Group will be available until 7 April
from either the Ferntree Gully or Rowville branch, or
download a copy from our website www.kcbg.com.au

Thank You (Collection Points)

A big thank you to all customers and staff who
contributed to the collections at both branches.
Christmas gifts for the children and food donated have
now been distributed to those in the local community
doing it tough.
The Rowville Baptist church and the Foothills
community Care distributed last year’s collection at
their Christmas day lunch.
Both organisations held lunches that were well
attended by locals who otherwise would have spent the
day alone or without food for Christmas.

Staff Awards

Secondary Schools Community Service Awards
In 2016 your company piloted a program to recognise
in selected secondary schools in Knox, students who
demonstrated a strong commitment to community
service. Each school was asked to nominate up to two
students who would be eligible for the award.
The following students received a $250.00 Bendigo

Bank Account in recognition of their nomination for
the award: Jayden Hong, Richard Kiel, BJ Calkin, Tatira
Tatira, Sienna Embrey, Leo Smith
The program will be extended in 2017 to provide an
opportunity for additional schools to participate in this
new initiative.

Bendigo Bank ATM remains in
business in Station Street

Ferntree Gully Footy Club

With the recent closure of ANZ and Commonwealth
Bank ATMs inconvenienced villagers must be feeling
history is repeating itself.
March 2000 marked the departure of the
Commonwealth Bank branch from Ferntree Gully
Village. The prospect of no bank in the village galvanised
community and business groups to form a steering
committee to establish a Community Bank®.
A public meeting attended by over 400 people
pledged in excess of $600,000 in funding for the
proposed bank. Subsequent surveys of businesses and
residents confirmed the support for the establishment
of a Community Bank® Branch in Ferntree Gully.
With $530,000 share capital subscribed by over 450
shareholders, Bendigo Bank granted a franchise and
Ferntree Gully Community Bank® Branch opened for
business on 25 November with strong community
and business support. The whole process was achieved
in near-record time and reflects the support in the
community to have input into the shape of their
community.
Once again the Community Bank comes to the
rescue with its 24/7 ATM and premises, now at 67
Station Street - open six days a week and welcoming
new accounts.

5
5

On 23 December 2016 The Community Bank ® Group
held an award presentation to recognise the work of staff
members over the years who have made the community
bank ® what it is. Congratulations to these staff members
for their excellent work and commitment to the Knox
community bank ® group over the years.

Congratulations to:
Anthony Stokes – 5 year
Service Award

Jodi Kennedy – 5 Years &
10 years Service Award

Sally Walker – 5 years
Service Award

Tina Doran – 5 years
Service Award

The Knox Community Bank ® Group proudly sponsors
the 2016 premiers. Congratulations to the Ferntree
Gully footy club for winning the 2016 premiership.

Tracey Samios – 5 Years and
10 years Service Award

Community Bank Branch of Bendigo Bank. 67 Station Street, Ferntree Gully, 3156.
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Proudly sponsored by
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

Knoxbrooke celebrates 50 years of service
It all started in response to a need. Fifty years ago a
public meeting was called and several hundred people
attended. They agreed that the establishment of a school
for children with a disability was a pressing issue and
needed urgent action. With the help of Rotary Belgrave
and Rotary Ferntree Gully and the determination of a
dedicated group of people, Knoxbrooke was established.
To make Knoxbrooke a reality, hundreds of people
sold fundraising bricks. Over 200 donation tins were
placed in shops across the hills and donations were
solicited from schools, businesses and the public. Once
the funds were raised, land was secured, buildings built
and a school established.
On 23 July 1969, 20 children started their first day
of school at Knoxbrooke. Whilst the school is now
gone, Knoxbrooke continues to actively engage and
support people with disabilities in a contemporary way.
Knoxbrooke is registered for the National Disability
Insurance Scheme (NDIS) and looks forward to
continuing to offer support.
To find out more about Knoxbrooke and its story,
check out www.knoxbrooke.com.au.
This year Knoxbrooke is celebrating its 50th anniversary.
The many people who drive by their site at 977 Burwood
Highway will not be aware that this organisation today
supports over 250 adults with disabilities. It assists them
through support, education and employment.

In addition, Knoxbrooke operates four social
enterprises employing over 140 people with a disability.
Its flagship enterprise is Yarra View Nursery in Mount
Evelyn, a wholesale nursery that produces in excess of
1 million plants per year.

Cubs celebrate Founder’s Day

On Sunday 19 February, more than 70 cubs (aged 8-10
years) and leaders converged on Kilsyth Centenary Pool
to celebrate Founder’s Day (or BP’s Birthday) on the
water!
BP is Lord Robert Baden Powell, the founder of
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scouting, who was born
on 22 February 1857, in
England. As a result of his
experiences in the British
Army, serving in India and
Africa, BP wrote a series
of books that captivated
a generation of boys. In
1907, BP held the very first
scout camp … and thus
scouting began.
The birthday morning
comprised ‘Round Robin’
a c t i vi t y b a s es i n t h e
outdoor area. Cubs were
formed into teams of six
beforehand and had come
up with some great team
names like: Flying Fish,
Supersonic and Seahorses.
Up for grabs was the Round
Robin trophy! Teams earned points for sportsmanship,
team work and placing.
We had three bases that cubs rotated through twice.
At base 1 they learnt about water safety, the buddy
system and water rescues. Base 2 featured water relay

races, including noodle horse races, ‘rob the nest’, speed
boat relay and lots more. Base 3 had land relay races.
For example, the cubs had to balance a cup of water
on their head, run with it and try to fill up a bucket
in a relay formation. In another race the cubs needed
to hold a kickboard between their legs whilst running.
There was much laughter! The cubs had to watch out
for the leaders who were ‘armed’ with water pistols!
We managed to get through the first rotation before
the skies looked ominous. After morning tea we moved
indoors. It was lucky we did as it bucketed down,
not that anyone noticed. Our laughter and squeals of
delight drowned out the noisy downpour! The morning
finished with a reading from BP’s last message to scouts,
which was found in his papers after he passed away on
8 January 1941.
Congratulations go to First Wantirna South Cub Pack
on winning the Round Robin Trophy!
Fourth Knox, Eighth Knox and First Ferntree Gully
are the local Scout groups. If you are interested to join,
you can try three nights for free! So come along and
join in the fun. Scouting is for youth from age 6 to 26
years and after 26 lots of fun is to be had by becoming
a leader!

Nicole Klep, District Leader Cub Scouts

Mountain District Learning Centre
‘We knew they could do it’
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Amy Muratore reports on the class of 2016
My role is to transition the students out of MDLC,
hopefully on to bigger and better things. My
main goal is to ensure they have employment and
training opportunities at their disposal. But as part
of an organisation responsible for looking after our
community’s most vulnerable, I feel it’s so much more we have the responsibility to turn our young people into
independent and confident thinkers. Though I spend
a great deal of my time building resumes, investigating
TAFE courses and exploring employment opportunities,

I do hope I am also helping young people to become
productive members of society.
With that in mind, I am happy to report some of
our graduates from 2016 have done just that - turned
into brilliant young adults who are on to bigger and
better things.
Clarissa Parish is currently in Queensland taking up
a hospitality traineeship. Nathan Bishop has begun his
Certificate III in Community Services at TAFE and
Amber Grey has started her certificate in beauty, with

a focus on special effects make-up.
We are so proud of all the graduates from 2016. They
worked so hard to complete their studies under the
guidance of Alison Fulu and it’s a credit to our team
and the organisation as a whole that they are now out
in the big wide world doing what we all knew they
were capable of.

Amy Muratore
Pathways and careers coordinator

International Women’s Day 2017
Be Bold for Change

The theme of the day was ‘be bold for change’ and as I
looked around the room on the morning of Wednesday
8 March and saw a myriad of talented, diverse and bold
women I knew it was going to be a good morning.
For this International Women’s Day, Mountain
District Learning Centre hosted a morning tea for all our
members, volunteers and supporters. It was a wonderful
opportunity for all the fabulous women that make our
organisation what it is, to gather together, reflect on
our diverse history and celebrate what we’ve become. It
was a pleasure to hear from founding members, current
leaders and contributors as we sat, chatted and enjoyed
the morning’s festivities.
The highlight of the morning was hearing from our
guest speaker, Anna Burke. Anna is the former federal
member for Chisholm who contributed to federal
parliament for over 20 years. Her time in public life is
defined by her tireless advocacy for women, children
and the vulnerable.
Anna is of course most remembered for her term as the
Speaker of the House in what she describes ‘one of the
most childish times in the federal parliament’. She now
continues her advocacy in the private sector. Anna spoke
of women, their place in the world and how she hoped
for a day when we no longer required an international
day to celebrate women and our contributions to
society. She was warm, funny and entertaining and we
are thrilled she was able to join us in her ‘retirement’.
We also raised funds: $100 cash and over $500 in
donated sanitary items for the national charity ‘Share
the Dignity’. You can find more about them by going
to www.sharethedignity.com.au
Special thanks to all who donated time and effort to
the day. Special mention to MDLC board members
for exceptional leadership on the day, to the helpers
in the kitchen (Councillor Jake Keogh and Councillor
Jackson Taylor and Des from the Ferntree Gully Traders
Association). Thanks also to the local businesses who
donated door prizes (Salte Cafe and Cherry Gay florist)
and to the Uniting Church for the use of their premises.

Amy Muratore

Borrow, swap, share and recycle

Books: check out an ever-evolving collection of preloved books in our ‘Little Library’. We have a small
stall at the front entrance and a larger collection inside.
Craft Supply Swap: Do you have spare craft materials,
wool and/or other supplies that you’re not using and
would like to swap? Come along to our Craft Supply
Swap meet that will be happening one Tuesday per term
in each School holiday period.
First date will be Tuesday 11 April,
10.00am – 2.00pm
All welcome

Meet Lachlan

Hey my name is Lachlan and I’m from MDLC. When
I started I didn’t know anyone here at MDLC but I
made new friends.
The whole school had an assembly. Then we went to
the classroom where I made new friends. Most lunch
times we walk to KFC to get food. Sometimes I buy
popcorn chicken go bucket. After that we get the bus
back to school from KFC because it takes us 20 mins
to walk down there and 2 mins on the bus to get back
to school . Then we have 4 mins to eat and then 4 mins
to get back to class.
Making new friends and meeting people is the best
thing about coming here. New friends and new people
are always good to have in your life.

By Lachlan Penduck on 3 March

Ferntree Gully News April 2017
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Angliss Hospital Ferntree Gully Auxiliary
As reported at their recent AGM, this year the auxiliary
handed over to the hospital a total of $70,676.
Since 1961, when records of monies handed over
began, the Ferntree Gully Auxiliary has handed over
$1,533,018.79 !
Around 2011 they started giving in-kind items to
the wards and since then have donated goods, taking
a modest cost, to the dollar value of $30,172.
Items made or collected for the hospital this year
include: children’s books and toys, baby clothes and
blankets, knee rugs, toiletry bags etc. Purchases included
a sofa bed, mattresses, and technical equipment such
as a hoverjack, endoscopy sink and plumbing, a video
laryngascope, wound infusion pumps etc.
All this giving is the work of the Ferntree Gully
Auxiliary and its dedicated team of volunteers from its
base at the ‘Angliss op shop’ in Ferntree Gully Village.
Of the two remaining hospital auxiliaries, that in the
Village is the biggest and the oldest, dating back to
1939.
Secretary Denise Gravatt, who handed out at the
AGM many certificates honouring long-serving
members, is a keen searcher in the group’s archives. To
highlight the changing times she ended her report with
a quote from 1955.
‘61 babies are due to arrive in August and 40 in
July. Matron Maloney and Sister Mitchell were busy
making preparations: matron cutting upthree rolls of

sheeting into individual sheets and sister hemming
them.’ At that time the hospital had only 23 beds and
a daily average of 20 patients. The new building was to
increase beds to 56 and new comfortable quarters were
provided for matron.

The legacy of the ‘Happy Place’
Illoura, the name means Happy Place, has closed after
40 years of service to parents and their children with
a disability.
At their premises in Francis Crescent, next to the
arboretum, staff and families have worked together
over the course of its nearly 40 years.
‘They have created a strong, supportive community
which has made a real and positive difference to the
lives of many children and families’, said Knox Mayor,
Darren Pearce, at a recent Civic Centre reception.
The Illoura Early Childhood Intervention Service
(ECIS) was established by a group of parents in 1977
to provide an opportunity for their children to play,
share and be together; and to create a space for parents
to support each other.
It has evolved into a service that supports young
children with a disability or developmental delay as
well as their families. Its ‘family-centred’ approach to
providing services has been recognised state-wide for
its effectiveness in improving developmental outcomes

for children, as well as building the capacity of families.
This is the legacy of Illoura.
W o m e n ’s H e a lt h
Illoura Committee President, Trevor Topliff, thanked
past and present Illoura staff as well as committee
members for their contribution to the service.
The Mayor said that, in making a very difficult decision
to close Illoura in June 2016, Council recognised that
the introduction of the National Disability Insurance
Scheme (NDIS) would fundamentally change the face
of service delivery in this sector. Illoura staff and the
Victorian Department of Education and Training are
working closely together to ensure a smooth transition
for families and children to new ECIS providers.
Despite the closure of Illoura, Knox Council remains
committed to supporting people with disabilities by
enhancing access and inclusion through planning,
advocacy, coordination and action.

Don’t
suffer in
silence

Anxiety and depression are real
and help is available.
If you or a loved one are affected,
South Eastern Private Hospital and
the new mental health services
are now open to privately insured,
Workcover, TAC and DVA clients.
Based in Noble Park, our
professional mental health team
can take referrals from your
GP for our overnight in patient
treatments or specialised mental
health day programs.
If you prefer, call us today for more
information or to discuss in confidence.

One in FIVE Australians
will experience some
Cnr Princes Highway and Heatherton Road
Noble Park VIC | 03 9271 9888

form of mental illness

www.southeasternprivate.com.au

in their lifetime.

A member of the

group.
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CFA Page
Crowds register support for the CFA

The part the CFA torchlight parade played in the Knox
Festival this year was truly a sight to see and hear.
Brigades were overwhelmed by the support of
thousands of residents and members of the wider
community who witnessed the huge parade as it passed
from the fire station in The Avenue to the Wally Tew
Reserve on Brenock Park Drive.
The Knox Group brigades from Bayswater, Boronia,
The Basin, Scoresby, Montrose, Ferntree Gully
and Upper Gully, were supported by those from
Macclesfield, Berwick, Olinda, Sassafras/Ferny Creek,
Belgrave South/Heights, Warburton, Lilydale, Hillcrest,
Korumburra, Selby, Emerald, Upwey and Diamond
Creek, as well as Knox SES.

Along with 300 plus volunteer firefighters from 25
brigades were the very latest fire appliances, vintage
CFA and Ambulance Victoria vehicles and three pipe
bands from Victoria Police, Ambulance Victoria and
the Ringwood Pipe Band.
What a turnout on a year that marks the 75th
Anniversary of both Ferntree Gully and Boronia
brigades!
It certainly showed the strength of our Volunteer CFA
fire brigades in Victoria and on the rim of the outer
areas of Melbourne.
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Bushfire Awareness Community meetings

Since FTG CFA has over 600 homes in our Bushfire
Management Overlay area, we conducted three
community bushfire meetings. They were held at the
top of Olivebank Rd, at the quarry estate, and at the
end of Hatherley Grove. All in all, we had about 100
interested community members attend. Many of these
people stayed behind after the meetings to talk further
about their understanding of the impact of bushfire
should it occur in these areas of FTG.

Ferntree Gully North Primary School
Prepared by Brigade Member bushfire plans
Graham Crichton During February, Principal Sue Dean and Assistant

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade
A fully volunteer CFA Brigade
24/7, 365 days a year since 1942
dedicated to making Ferntree Gully a safer place
Fire calls 000
Follow us on Facebook….keep up to date.

Principal Priscilla Salter were taken on a tour east of
Forest Road so that they could understand the area in
which their students live. It is vital that parents and
carers understand the Emergency Management plans of
the school should an emergency occur. In an emergency
such as a bushfire, it is very likely that roads leading
into the area will be closed even to residents trying to
return home.

More fire safety news on page 12.

10 Community Services
•

Fines - your rights to challenge fines or negotiate
affordable repayments.

‘Taking Good Legal Care of Yourself ’ is a regular
contribution by Eastern Community Legal Centre
(ECLC) to raise awareness of common legal needs in
the community and to encourage people to seek legal
advice early. ECLC is a not-for-profit community
service that provides free legal advice to Melbourne’s
eastern communities, including the Knox suburb of
Ferntree Gully.

Timing is very important in matters of the law. Even
if you are unsure whether your problem is a legal one,
ECLC encourages you to call us as soon as possible for
a confidential discussion. Our friendly staff can arrange
an appointment for you with one of our lawyers or refer
you to another service that can best help you.

Tenancy: know your rights

George’s Story

Tenancy issues, fines and debt are common problems
that can cause people a great deal of distress and anxiety.
When these issues arise, it can be tempting to simply
look the other way and hope the problem will resolve
itself. However, it’s always best to address legal and
financial problems as soon as possible to stop them
from ‘snowballing’ into bigger, more stressful issues.
Help is available for those who find themselves in
financial difficulty, no matter what the reason. ECLC
can provide free and confidential advice on:
•

•
•

Tenancy law – your rights if you are renting
your home from a private landlord and have
been served with an eviction notice or unfair
‘fees’ and costs;
Debt – your options about making affordable
repayments;
Consumer law - your rights when signing
contracts, purchasing goods and services; and

George is the sole provider for his daughter and partner.
When George lost his job, it created serious financial
hardship for his family. After three months, George
decided his family’s tenancy was no longer affordable
and advised the real estate agent that he would need
to break the lease. As the property was already on the
market for sale, the agent believed it would be easier to
sell without the tenants. They agreed to release George
from the lease and waive the lease-breaking costs. When
the property did not sell at auction, the agent argued
that the agreement was void as it was not in writing and
the full lease-breaking costs would be sought.
George contacted ECLC’s tenancy advocate. He
believed he was responsible for the costs and was
becoming distressed because he could not afford to
pay them. The tenancy advocate explained to the real
estate agent that the Residential Tenancies Act does not
require the arrangement to be in writing and does not
allow the landlord to revoke their verbal agreement.
The agent and landlord disagreed with this advice

and said they would apply for compensation for loss
of rent/letting fees through the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal (VCAT).
After seeking their own legal advice, the agent
and landlord told the Tenancy Advocate they would
formally withdraw their application to VCAT. They
refunded George’s bond in full the following day.
George and his family were relieved that their call to
ECLC resulted in such a positive and fair outcome.

Can we help you?

ECLC provides free legal advice and education on a
range of issues, such as family law, family violence, fines
and infringements, neighbour disputes, tenancy, debt,
consumer issues and more.
If you’re unsure if you need legal help, take a quick
legal-health check now by answering the following
questions:
• Are you due in court?
• Is anyone chasing you for money?
• Do you have unpaid fines?
• Are you a tenant and do you have hassles with
bond/rent arrears?
• Are you experiencing violent, threatening or
controlling behaviour by someone you know
and trust?
If you or someone you know requires legal assistance
contact:
ECLC on (03) 9762 6235 or call in to Suite B, 6
Floriston Road, Boronia, Monday to Thursday.

Sports page sponsored by
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

Friendship wins at the hoop
the hoop and thrusts the ball into the
basket. The basket wobbles, expands
and drops the ball. Well-fuelled now,
the McBs accelerate their dynamism,
scoring more points until they outclass
the other side with a 61/55 win.
Winning is not a new experience
for the McBs. They’re used to it. In
the six years they’ve been together
as a team, they have almost always
made the finals and they’ve won three
grand finals in the KBI Senior Men’s
Competition. How do they deal with a
loss? They shrug. ‘A few expletives and
we’re over it.’
The McBarrahs savour their win. Back row from left: Matt Failla, James
Barlow, Joel McMillan and Josh McMillan. In front: Toby McMillan and
For the McBs winning is sweet, but
Daniel Barrah (George Rodman not present)
it’s not their main objective. Most
have been friends since kindergarten.
Basketball is a popular sport in the city of Knox. A couple have joined the friendship group since. And
In 1965, Knox Basketball, now Knox Basketball it’s this almost life-long friendship that’s important to
Incorporated (KBI), formed to enable Knox youth to them. They used to play basketball in their driveways
play and to develop personally and socially. Currently at home. It was Jarryd, one of the Barrah boys, who
in Knox over 1000 teams compete weekly. One of suggested they form a team. The team has its advantages.
these teams, the McBarrahs of Ferntree Gully, is part Now they no longer play against each other. Instead
of the KBI’s Senior Domestic Men’s Competition.
they play with each other. Their name, the McBarrahs,
The air is hot with expectancy. There’s the intermittent is a combination of their family names, McMillan and
squeal of shoe-sole on court floor. The McBarrahs from Barrah. They’re keen to explain that they are not just
Ferntree Gully have donned their gold shirts and taken team mates. ‘We’re more than that. We’re friends.’
their positions on the basketball court. Now they are
Their long friendship and their commitment to it,
ball bouncing and foot spinning in a passionate effort makes the game different for them. While they may
to down their opponents. Early signs are not favourable make plans, they all agree, they don’t have to spend too
for them. The McBs are down by two, then four, then much time at them. ‘When you’ve grown up together
even more points. After that it’s too tense to watch the as friends like we have, we know instinctively how each
score board.
one thinks. We know how each might act. We’re close.’
At interval, with sweat pouring, they take a break –
There’s a general nod of agreement and a statement
well, somewhat of a break. Now is the time for strategy. of confirmation, ‘We’re very close’.
The height of their opponents and their mode of play
Teresa Cannon
are significant factors to contend with. Height seems
particularly pertinent since the McB team, bar one, is Ferntree Gully Bowling Club
much shorter than their opponents. They devise their • Lawn bowls
next moves. And with the purposeful statement, ‘We’re • Something to suit everyone
• Social bowls
better than this,’ they return to the court.
It’s clear. Something has changed. The runs, the turns, • Jack attack
the twists and the passes are all faster. Then Matt, the tall • Competition bowls
one, is airborne. Moving beyond everyone, he soars to • Not sure how?
• We will show you!

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club
2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully
Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888
www.ftgbowls.com.au
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Knox Women’s
Football Club
The club is seeking players of all ages and skill level who
would like to be involved in the women’s competition
for 2017.
The Knox Women’s Football Club has established a
pathway for all girls wanting to play football, with U12s,
U15s, Juniors (U15 - 18s) and reserves.
The senior women’s team offers exciting opportunities
for a pathway into the VFL and the AFLW. This year,
three former Knox players are participating in the
AFLW competition. Training is held at Schultz Reserve,
Wantirna, Tuesday and Thursday nights from 6:30pm.
Game days are Saturday or Sunday.
Enquiries:
Lisa Walshe 0423 089 272
Clint Martin 0400 666 417
knoxwomensfootballclub.com

Upper Ferntree Gully
Junior Football Club
With the 2017 season beginning on 2 April,
we are looking for a few more players to fill
some of our teams.
If you are looking for a family club focused on
the development and enjoyment of the game,
then Upper Gully Juniors is for you!
UFTG JFC is looking for players in
the following teams:
Girls’ teams U10, U12, U14 & U16
Boys’ teams U8, U11, U14 & U15s
Our home ground is Dobson Park, Cnr Francis
Cres. & Dorset Rd,
Ferntree Gully
To register your interest or for more information,
please contact our club secretary
E: upperferntreegullyjnr@efl.org.au

Come and join us for a meal at the
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

GO UPPER!!

Our Bistro is open
For lunch
Tuesday to Friday
12.00pm to 2.00pm
On Sundays
12.00 to 2.00pm
And for dinner
seven days a week
from 6.00pm

Ferntree Gully
News August
2016
For bookings
ring 9753
5888

12 Environment
Protecting the Gateway to the Dandenongs
Is ‘discretionary’ good enough?

On the evening of 27 February, before Knox Council’s
monthly meeting, a rally of about 100 people, was held
on the lawns in front of the Knox Civic Centre. A
petition with 1692 written signatures (and 983 online)
was handed to Edward O’Donohue MLC.

The petition stated:

To the Legislative Council of Victoria
This Petition of Residents of Victoria, draws to the
attention of the House, the independent assessment and
recommendations of Knox City Council Amendment C141
Upper Gully Strategic Plan, by Planning Panels Victoria.
Attention is also drawn to the community’s grave
concern that after two years of extensive consultation and
expenditure of public funds in excess of $400,000, Council
officers, Council legal representatives and professional
consultants, agreed with the Knox Community and the
Panel that in order to protect the iconic Gateway to
the Dandenong Ranges and protect the vistas for future
generations, mandatory height controls were required.
The Panel agreed with the community that a maximum
mandatory height limit of not more than 8.5metres (2

storeys) in the Upper Ferntree Gully Activity Centre
should be embedded into the Knox planning scheme.
The regional significance of the Dandenong Ranges
foothills is demonstrated by existing policy that directs
that urban consolidation objectives must not outweigh
the environmental and landscape objectives, recognising
the Foothills metropolitan landscape significance by
maintaining uninterrupted view lines and ensuring that
buildings sit below the dominant tree canopy.
Knox Councillors have resolved to abandon Amendment
C141 without due cause and revert to discretionary height
controls.
We draw attention to the fact that this would place
Upper Ferntree Gully, the Gateway to the Dandenongs,
as the only Activity Centre in the Knox Foothills without
mandatory maximum building height controls.
The petitioners therefore request that the Government
intervene on behalf of the community and approve
Amendment C141 with the mandatory maximum
building height controls of 8.5m as recommended by the
independent panel.

FR
EE
Community Group Training

2017 Program
Free training for community groups, clubs
and not-for-profit organisations in Knox.

Speakers in support were David Fagan (former UFTG
resident), Karin Kaufman (Boronia Appropriate
Development Group), Peter Smith (UFTG CFA), and
resident and former Knox Councillor Karin Orpen.
Edward O’Donohue responded and accepted the
petition.
The crowd then went into the packed council
meeting. At item No. 11.1 a motion (rescinded from the
January Council meeting) to accept Amendment C141
was introduced by Cr Nicole Seymour with support
from Crs Adam Gull and Jake Keogh. However with
five votes against and one abstention, the motion failed,
to the disappointment of many of the public attending.
The outcome seems to be that while the Strategic
Plan and Streetscape recommendations for UFTG are
accepted, mandatory height controls will not be in place
in the Upper Ferntree Gully Activity Centre once the
present temporary limits of 7.5 metres expire.
Further information, including the events that led to
Council’s decision, can be viewed at Council’s website
knox.vic.gov.au/C141
Queries to be directed to Strategic Planning on 9298
8000 or email psamendments@knox.vic.gov.au
Other items at the February Council meeting
included a petition to State Government for funding
towards affordable housing in Knox and for a report to
the April Council meeting on the feasibility of regular
forums of developers and Council to arrive at better
outcomes for all concerned. Another feasibility report
has also been requested re conducting a review of the
Dandenong Ranges Foothills Planning Overlay.
Minutes of Council meetings can be read at
www.knox.vic.gov.au/meetings

WHAT’S ON:
21 & 26 April

Grants @ Knox

13 May

Working better with others
– Half day workshop

24 May

Know your role

5 June

Safe food handling

28 June

Running a Successful AGM

To register or for further details visit
knox.vic.gov.au/communitytraining
or phone the Community Strengthening
team (03) 9298 8000.
All events are held at
Knox Civic Centre,
511 Burwood Hwy,
Wantirna South, 3152
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Fire safety (continued from page 9)

Your evaporative air conditioner can catch fire from
embers coming from bushfires. If a fire starts in your
air conditioner, it will most likely quickly spread
throughout your home. If there is smoke nearby, you
should:
• Run the air conditioner to wet the filter pads
• When smoke is over your home or ash starts
to drop around your house, switch the air
conditioner off
• If the unit can run water over the filter with
the fan turned off, continue to do so
• If the water can’t be run on its own, or if
there is a power failure at the time, wet the air
conditioner filter pads using a garden hose
• Keep checking your air conditioner and the
area around your home for spot fires from
embers until the danger has passed
• If a fire starts call 000 immediately

Environment 13
The 2017 makeover for the Knox Environment Society is happening!
When next you visit the KES nursery to collect your
$1 ‘plant of the month,’ you will be amazed at the great
changes that are progressing at the nursery.
The new sprinkler system has been diligently
completed by the nursery’s committed volunteers.
The sales and stock areas have been revamped to
be orderly and aesthetically pleasing to the eye in
preparation for 2017. Do come in and have a browse
at all the wonderful native plants, at low prices. Many
of these are on the endangered species list.
The KES volunteers on duty are knowledgeable and
happy to assist you in deciding where best to plant the
diverse range of native plants on offer for the type of
garden you want to create around your home, office or
school … a native garden ‘naturally’.
Volunteering requirements and events conducted by
KES can be found at info@kes.org.au or by visiting the
nursery located in the parkland opposite the Ferntree
Gully Library, entry off Burwood Highway, Melway
reference 74 A5.
The nursery is open on Thursdays, 10am to 4pm and
Saturdays and Sundays 10.00am to 1.00pm.

Zoe Peltekis

Knox Environment Society
Autumn Sale
Saturday 6 & Sunday 7 May, 9am to 4pm
Plants on special & new season stock
Display of rare and endangered species in Knox
Tours of new nursery layout and display gardens
Special guests, displays, morning tea

Gardens for Wildlife
The Knox Gardens for Wildlife project, now with 700
members, recently held its annual reception at the KES
nursery. The project encourages residents to nurture
bush gardens in their backyards.
For more information see knox.vic.gov.au/g4w
Below: A corner of a Gardens for Wildlife member’s
backyard in Bambury Place.

Where: 1010 Burwood Hwy,
Ferntree Gully VIC 3155 Phone: 0425 832 482
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14 Village Shops & Services
Ferntree Gully Traders

Post Office

Ferntree Gully Village

Accountants
dtaca________________________ I3

FTG Licensed Post Office ___________ O5
65-67 Station Street 9758 7822

Restaurants

4/1 Alpine Street 9758 6417

Grantley Bland and
Associates Accountants____________ K5

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

81 Station Street 9758 5888

Gusner & Associates ______________ K5

FOREST ROAD

81 Station Street 9758 5888

A L P I NE

Antiques, Gifts,
Appliances

ST

Cignall_______________________ J6

Bus Stops

ET

STRE
STATION

3/1 Alpine Street 0402 335 962

NU
VE
EA

FTG Gifts & Accessories Smoke _______ I3

STATION STREET

TH

Ferntree Gully
Station

2/101 Station Street 9753 6776

RE
E

T

AD
OOD RO
UNDERW

FOREST ROAD

E

Ferntree Gully Watch & Clock ________ F7
117-119 Station Street 0419 373 491/9758 7740

Arts and Crafts

A
WYUN

STREE

T

Joe’s Picture Framing Gallery________ K2
50 Forest Road 9758 0001

The Hut Gallery _________________ D3

A B C

D

E

F

G H

I

J

K L

M N O

P

157 Underwood Road 9758 8955

ATMs

Cake Decorations

Captain America’s _______________M2
38-40 Forest Road 9758 0711

Ferntree Thai __________________ H6
2/107 Station Street
9758 6464/043323147

Loi Eng Restaurant ______________ E7
113 Station Street 9758 1818

Paddy’s Tavern _________________M2
34 Forest Road 9752 3081

Mumbai Grill___________________ L2
42 Forest Road 9752 3443

Supermarkets
Ferntree Gully IGA _______________ H6
Food and liquor
3/107 Station Street 9752 3999

Foodworks & Liquor ______________ J3
10-12 Alpine Street 9758 7100

Takeaway food

PC & Laptop ___________________ K3 Sunflower Massage ______________M5 Chook Station __________________ F7
16 Alpine Street 9758 5766

83 Station Street 0416 646 797

2/115 Station Street 9753 6266

67 Station Street ________________ O5 Jennifer Anne’s Cakes _____________ I6
Next Level Fitness _______________ F3 Gully Fish Shop _________________ I5
1-3/170 Underwood Road 9753 5781
92 Station Street 9758 3972
3/107 Station Street______________ I6 1/107 Station Street 9758 0990
Cherry Gay Florist _______________ I3 Yoga Balance __________________ K3 Fat Chef’s Pizzeria/ Two Barista’s Café __ J7
47 Forest Road, at Apollo Fuel _______ G3

Automotive Services

Cafés

Florist

35-37 Forest Road 9758 3721 / 9758 2619

14 Alpine Street 9762 6069

10/101 Station Street 9752 3237

Fish & Chips on Station Street _______M5
Around The Bend________________ E7
71 Station Street 9758 1618
Apollo Fuel ____________________ G3 121 Station Street 0434 959 255
Andrey Continental Gents Hairstylist __ J7
47 Forest Road 9758 0333
Pick Me Up Mowers ______________ L2
Coffee Bliss____________________ K7 3/101 Station Street 9758 6551
Rohde Smash Repairs_____________ H3 7/101 Station Street 9753 5058
44 Forest Road 9752 3380
Beyond Bella Hair & Beauty_________ P2
41 Forest Road 9758 2081
Foothills Veterinary Clinic __________ L7
Salte ________________________ J3 52 Forest Road 9778 3414

Hair and Beauty

Lawnmowers

Veterinarian

Bakeries

9 Alpine Street 9756 0306

Capelli Hair Studio _______________ J7

Legal Services

Rapture ______________________ H3 11/101 Station Street 9758 8554
Tony O’Brien Legal _______________ K2
Alpine Street Bakery _____________ K3 1/41 Forest Road 9758 4966
Kypri & Co Unisex Hair Design _______ I4 46 Forest Road 9758 1077
12 Alpine Street
5/1 Alpine Street 9758 8555
Rob DeVolle, Criminal Defence Lawyer_ E8
Ferngully Bakery ________________ H5
Nature’s Beauty Secrets ___________ J7 127 Station Street 9758 4532
100 Station Street

Clothes & Clothing
Services

Banking

6/101 Station Street 9758 9122

Milk Bar

5/101 Station Street 9752 3555

Other Services

Rave Hair & Beauty ______________ J7
Ferntree Gully Dry Cleaning_________ O5 1/101 Station Street 9758 8076
Ferntree Gully Community Bank _____ O5 at Ferntree Gully Newsagency
Milk Bar ______________________ I6
The Avenue Hairdressing __________M6 14/101 Station Street 0406 391 337
Auspac Mortgages _______________ G3
(Bendigo Bank)
2/69 Station Street 9758 1343
1 The Avenue 9758 3113

67 Station Street 9756 0332

6/170 Underwood Road 9017 0414

Ferntree Gully Laundrette__________ E7 Va Hair Do ____________________ J3

Opp Shops

Internet Laundrette______________ J3

Health and Fitness

Angliss Hospital Opp Shop__________ K6 Ferntree Gully Watch & Clock ________ F7

2/69 Station Street 9758 1343

1/1 Alpine Street 9753 6222

18 Alpine Street 9758 1201

100B Station Street 9758 0565

1/69 Station Street 9752 2588

48 Forest Road 9758 8522

96 Station Street 9758 1132

The Book Inn __________________ J3

Computer Services

Gully Physiotherapy Clinic__________ J4 Vinnies ______________________M2 Mountain District Learning Centre ____ O9

6/170 Underwood Road 9017 6611

Butcher

Cartridge World_________________ G7 Radiant Hands _________________ E7

Books, Newsagency,
Stationery

129 Station Street

7 Alpine Street 04193 67267

5 Alpine Street 9758 9933

4/101 Station Street

Azimuth Surveying ______________ E8
131 Station Street 9752 2167

117-119 Station Street 0419 373 491/9758 7740

Ferntree Gully Newsagency_________ O5 Mark’s Quality Shoe Repairs ________M5 Ferntree Gully Foot Clinic __________ J4 Hills Church Opp Shop_____________ K3 Gully Tattoo ___________________ G5
73 Station Street 9758 4269
Julian Wood Bookseller ___________ O5 Silva’s Creations Clothing Alterations __M5 Forest Road Chiropractic ___________ K2 Salvation Army Community Store_____ H5 HomeSec _____________________ G3
1/75 Station Street 9758 2565
16 Alpine Street 9752 2077

109 Station Street 9758 1299

2/1 Alpine Street 9758 9111

125 Station Street 0406 782 599

32 Forest Road 9758 8501

13-15 The Avenue 9758 7859

Pharmacy

Supermutts Dog Grooming _________ K3
20 Alpine Street 9758 3458

Marty’s Meat Supply _____________ I6 IT WIFI _______________________ J5 Station 75B Massage Shop _________M5 Ferntree Gully Pharmacy __________ J6 Where There’s a Witch There’s a Way ___ J7
13/101 Station Street 9758 1069

88 Station Street 9758 0320 / 1300 489 434

75B Station Street 0412 588 165/9758 3860

85 Station Street 9758 2020

8/101 Station Street 9752 3475

Directory presented for your convenience by Ferntree Gully Village Traders Inc.
Design by Pete Rowe, Bulldog Creatrix. Tel 9801 7986
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ANZAC Day 15
Anzac Day services
Dawn Service in the Quarry Park Service at the Knox War
Ferntree Gully community groups and residents will memorial
once again gather at dawn on 25 April for a short service
to mark 102 years since the Anzac Cove Landings.
The reflection will remember especially Sergeant James
Head from Ferntree Gully, who landed on the beach in
the first wave. He died later that day.
The gathering will also honour all those who died in
battle in the wars since then, and call to mind the grief
of those who have lost their loved ones.
Venue: Quarry Park, Quarry Road, Ferntree Gully
Walks begin 5.30am. Please bring a torch or lantern.
Service in the park begins 6.00am
Options for parking: There is minimal parking at the
site but ample parking in and around Ferntree Gully
Village. Groups assemble to walk from:
St John The Baptist RC Parish car park, 17 Forest
Road.
Ferntree Gully railway station, Station Street side.
Follow guided walk to the site via Forest Road.

Refreshments after the service

St John the Baptist parish hall, Forest Road. Tea and
coffee provided by St Vincent de Paul Society members.
Bring food to share. All welcome.
Cafes in the Village open for breakfast on Anzac Day:
Around the Bend, 121 Station Street
SALTE café, 9 Alpine Street
Rapture, 45 Forest Road
For more details contact Dianne Lagerwey at
Mountain District Learning Centre, 13-15 The Avenue,
Ferntree Gully. Tel. 9758 7859

ANZAC Day 25 April has a very special place in
Australia’s history.
One hundred and two years ago members of the
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps landed on
the shores of Gallipoli and forever indelibly marked
ANZAC Day in Australian history.
This year, for the second time, the Peace and Loyalty
Masonic Lodge in conjunction with the Boronia RSL,
will conduct a ceremony at the Knox War Memorial
located at the Tim Neville Arboretum, 98-106 Dorset
Road, Ferntree Gully. The ceremony will commence at
10am on ANZAC Day.
Hurtle Lupton OAM, JP, a well-known member of
the community, will be the guest speaker at this event.
The Knox War memorial records the names of all
service men and women from the Knox area who lost
their lives in any conflict in which Australia has been
involved.
Those brave ANZACs will be remembered on 25
April this year.
Members of the public are invited to attend the
service.
Floral tributes are welcome.

Blue Hope Consulting – helping families with the transition to Aged Care
Very few people actually plan their transition to
Aged Care.
That’s where Blue Hope Consulting can make a
difference.
Transition to Aged Care usually involves:
• Medical appointments (including ACAS
assessments)
• Downsizing furniture and personal items to
one room
• Completing legal documents
• Completing financial assessments.
All of these activities can be overwhelming to
most people. It is put off or not done at all until
an emergency or accident forces the issue. These
critical steps are then needed for completion within
a matter of weeks and the people involved are swept
off their feet with change, during a time of stress and
high emotion.

Blue Hope Consulting can help you prepare, and
help you during these critical times when time is
of the essence. Even if it is yet some years off, the
more prepared you are, the better you will be able
to cope with the changes when the timing is right.
Whether you need urgent assistance or just want
to plan ahead, we are here to help. We can help you
and your family select a suitable aged care facility
and pack up the family home. We offer transport
to/from social events and/or medical appointments
and can also assist with getting your paperwork
sorted and up to date.
Blue Hope Consulting – helping families with the
transition to Aged Care.
If you are interested in a free paper on the 5
critical steps to preparing for Aged Care, contact
Wendy on 0412 994 759 or visit our Website www.
bluehopeconsulting.com.au
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16 Mountain Gate
Op Shop makeover to mark 40 years
Founded in 1977 by Cr Marie Wallace under the
auspices of Knox City Council the Mountain Gate
shop has been a home from home for a friendly group
of volunteers. Over the years they have welcomed the
many locals who dropped in to bring or buy. The funds
raised (only 5% goes on overheads) go to the Council
for distribution of goods to people in need in the city.
To celebrate the anniversary the shop is undergoing
renovation and will launch the new look with a massive
sale in mid June.
The initiative and drive for the renovation has been
from their president for the last ten years, Gina Knights,
who sadly passed away in March aged only 59. Gina,
who came to Australia from England on a visit in the
1980s, loved the place and decided to stay, making her
home in Boronia. ‘Gina’s loves were coffee, cats and
Christmas, in that order,’ said volunteer and friend
Anne Abbott.
At present there are about 22 volunteers, most of
whom have been working in the shop for many years.
New volunteers are welcome. Phone Anne or president
Marie at the shop or just call in.

Donna (left) and Vice-president Pat enjoy their days in the
Op Shop.

Mountain Gate Op Shop, 51 Mt Gate Shopping Centre
Tel. 9758 8154
Open weekdays: 10.00am until 3.30pm
Saturdays: 10.00am to 1.30pm

Congratulations to Alison at Helloworld
There are changes afoot at Helloworld, popular
Mountain Gate travel agency.
Alison Payne is leaving after 12 years as part of the
team and then leader. Her clients will miss her.
The good news is that she is leaving to go on
maternity leave, expecting a baby in May.
Alison is happy to announce that her position will
be filled by Tanya Wilkinson, a senior consultant from
the Waverley Gardens store.
Alison adds, ‘From the time I started here in Ferntree
Gully I have been on an amazing journey, discovering
the world of travel dreams and getting to experience
some wonderful experiences myself. I will always
treasure those years and the friendships I have made
along the way.’

Sponsored by
Mountain Gate
Business Association

Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre
Specials

April – May 2017

Easter Egg Hunt
Saturday 8 April 11.00am - 12 noon
Outside Mountain Health, Shop 13

Easter Hampers

When purchasing from participating
businesses you receive 1 free entry
into Easter Hamper Draw (12 Prizes)
Drawn on Monday 10 April 2017

Mothers Day 7 May

When purchasing from participating
businesses you receive 1 free entry
into Mothers Day draw Prize:
$300.00 Mountain Gate Dollars (not
redeemable for cash)
Commences 19 April 2017 and drawn
11 May 2017
Sponsored by Mountain Gate
Business Association


Dance lessons for 2 – 3 year olds
(Classes are music and movement with a dance component)

Trial lesson is free
•

• Mondays at 4:00pm for ½ hour
Fees $50-00 per term (as per school terms)
• Concert participation optional

Call Noelene 0419 156 377
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Classes held at: Ferntree Gully Uniting Church, The Avenue, FTG
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The farrier who came to the foothills

DeCoite’s team of workers in iron and steel.
From the left: David DeCoite, Mitchell Fisch,
Neil DeCoite and Colin Strange. Colin has
worked with DeCoites for many years. At age
74 he has no plans to retire anytime soon.

In 2015-16 we featured stories of migrants
who came to Ferntree Gully after World
War Two. The DeCoite family story is
characteristic of many nineteenth-century
immigrants to Melbourne whose second
or third generations settled in the Gully.
In 1845 the young John DeCoite arrived in Australia,
like many immigrants, by boat from Liverpool. His
family was originally from Portugal and family lore
believes John’s father organised for him to migrate to
Australia, along with two of his cousins. On board ship
John met Elizabeth from Scotland; soon after, they
married. Their two sons, John and David, were born
at Morrison’s Diggings near Elaine between Geelong
and Ballarat.
In the late 1890s David DeCoite came to fame as
captain of the Footscray Football Club. An article on
the Bulldogs in The Sporting Globe of 3 June 1973
reports, ‘led by David DeCoite, Footscray fielded their
best team up to that time to win the VFA premierships
in 1898 and 1899’. David worked as a plasterer but
his brother John followed in his father’s footsteps and
learnt the craft of a blacksmith.
The Ferntree Gully connection begins with John’s son,
also named John, but known as Jack DeCoite (grandson
of the immigrants from Europe), leaving his home in

Footscray, to ‘make his own way in the world’. Jack
moved to Lording Street Ferntree Gully in 1919 and
married shortly after. He had worked as a farrier with
his father and brothers from the age of 12 and now he
chose Ferntree Gully as the place to forge his career as
a blacksmith and begin his own family. He first worked
for George Jones, who had a farrier business at the end
of Forest Road on Main Road (Burwood Highway)
Ferntree Gully. In 1924 Jack DeCoite bought the
business from George Jones.
In due course his sons, Robert and John Allan, worked
in the business but left to join the Royal Australian Navy
when the Second World War broke out. Jack carried on,
determined to keep the firm going for his sons’ return.
In the years of expansion that followed the war,
DeCoite’s business grew and Jack purchased land on
the corner of Burwood Highway and Ferntree Gully
Road. As ‘R and J DeCoite’ they built truck bodies,
worked steel for buildings and farm machinery, and
supplied wrought iron for new housing in the area. In
1975 they moved the business to where it stands today
at 766 Burwood Highway.
Jack DeCoite had a full life and was a popular
figure. In his younger days he fought and won medals
in light weight boxing. He won the Military Drum
championship of Australia while serving in the naval
reservists and he played football. While competing in
amateur cycling he won medals and later became an

official with the Ferntree Gully professional cycling
club. For 25 years Jack’s own dance band ‘The Johnnie
Douglas Band’ performed at many local community
events throughout the shire of Ferntree Gully.
Jack’s son, Robert ‘Bob’, was considered to be the
‘engineer’ of the company. In the 1950s he and his
father were instrumental in the success of a Country
Roads Board experiment to relocate 1000 brick houses.
The aim was to widen main roads in and around
Melbourne by moving whole houses rather than
demolishing them. Initially, the CRB approached bigger
engineering firms to work out a plan but it was from Bob
DeCoite’s ingenuity that they attained the answer they
needed and saved millions of pounds on the project.
Like his father, Jack’s son Bob also led a full and busy
life in the community. Bob played for the Ferntree
Gully Football Club and contributed to the social
events. He was also a keen cricketer, playing for the
Ferntree Gully and District Cricket Club.
Today, Bob’s children, David, Neil and Richelle run
the family business producing all types of steel. David
continues to work as a blacksmith and so the DeCoite
family tradition continues!
Thanks to Richelle DeCoite who supplied material for this
story from her grandfather’s collection of old newspapers.

Robyn Sorrell
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Art warming experiences are a class act

157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

April

Sunday 2 April to Sunday 30 April
An Open Award Exhibition of
oils, acrylics, pastels and watercolours
Official opening Sunday 2 April at 2pm
Open Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
Closed over Easter
A great variety of works on display
Come along and enjoy our exhibition
All welcome. Free entry

May
Every Tuesday and Wednesday morning Joe Accary’s
frame shop in the Gully transforms into a hub of
eager learners. Easels are erected. People gather behind
them. They are there to glean from Joe the mysteries
of painting. And he’s there to assist and encourage.
Colours, lines and forms take shape on the canvasses.
They are all different, expressing the individual visions
of their creators.
Joe’s been teaching people to paint for over 33 years.
And many of the people attending his classes have been
coming for over 10 years.
‘Joe lets us do what we want,’ they say. And for Joe,
‘It’s a matter of understanding the mind of a person,

Where Theres A Witch
Theres A Way
Spiritual Supplies
Tarot Reading
Crystals, Classes
8/101 Station Street Ferntree Gully
97523475 open 10am to 6pm Tuesday
to Friday, 10am to 5pm Saturday
Ferntree Gully News April 2017

as well as their colours and how they might apply their
ideas. As a teacher you must put things together for
them in their way.’
Joe has been passionate about art since he was quite
young. For a short time he went to classes but, unable
to afford the fees, he had to stop. This didn’t deter
him. He continued his painting and displayed it in his
framing shop. Locals and visitors to the Gully have been
captivated by his work which now graces the homes of
people as far away as England, Japan, France and Brazil.
As Joe conducts his classes his wife Samia graciously
runs the ‘front-of-house’ business. She too is an artist
specialising in watercolour and paper tole.
Ostensibly people come to Joe to learn to paint.
But much more happens. As ideas are shared and
encouragement offered, friendships develop. The hub
has become a special community in its own right.
‘There’s nothing better,’ says Joe, ‘than seeing someone
create something beautiful. That’s the joy of teaching.’

Teresa Cannon

Abstract Art 90x90
Sunday 7 May to Sunday 28 May
A Members’ Award Exhibition
Official opening Sunday 7 May at 2pm
Open Saturdays and Sundays 11am-4pm
Decorated styrene heads and
Still Life display in the foyer
Come along and enjoy a very
colourful and interesting exhibition
All welcome. Free entry
The Ferntree Gully Arts Society
also holds many workshops during the week
For further information:
Facebook The Hut Gallery – Ferntree Gully Arts
Society, Or web page thehutgallery.wordpress.com
We are here for you to enjoy ‘Creative talent’.
New members welcome!

19
U3A flies its flag at the Knox Festival
watercolours from Pam Scott later in the day.
U3A is grateful to all members who gave up
part of their weekend to put on these displays
and to attend to our marquee. This year interest
in community groups seemed thinner than usual.
Nevertheless, we gave it a good shot, and many
people went away with U3A membership forms,
course lists and information about our wonderful
organisation. Our demonstrations represented
a very small portion of the offerings available
at U3A, and any interested in learning more
should visit our website at www.u3aknox.org.au
or telephone during office hours on 9752 2737.

Two of our talented tatting class demonstrate their art.

QUILT & CRAFT
EXHIBITION & SALE
Saturday 8 April
& Sunday 9 April 2017
from 10.00am to 4.00pm
at Fairhills Secondary School,
Performing Arts Centre
Scoresby Road, Scoresby

John Ford
Publicity Officer

Come along and see works
by local craft people
Pick up a bargain gift at one
of the many craft stalls.
Light refreshments will be available
Entry $5.00 (includes catalogue)

Following a seamless ‘bump-in’ on the Friday night,
Knox U3A was ready to display some aspects of its
raison d’etre to the passing public on Saturday 4 and
Sunday 5 March. Focusing on our art and craft offerings,
our dinky little marquee was well set up with many
photographs, examples of our members’ works, and a
continuous Powerpoint display. Volunteers from U3A
manned the facility for the entire weekend.
Saturday was hot. There was no other polite word for
it, and it became quite oppressive under the marquee late
in the afternoon. Indeed our watercolour demonstrator,
Joan Last made the quite valid observation that the paint
was drying on the brush before she had time to apply it,
but she soldiered on. We had demonstrations of crochet
from Ann Timoney, paper tole and drawing from Di
Cox and Barbara Jones, and watercolour.
Sunday was a little more pleasant, although a few
light showers threatened in the morning. We put on a
three-hour demonstration of quilting and patchwork
by Jenny Ford, together with the ancient art of tatting
(lace-making) by Wendy Boyle and another session of

Six categories of craft are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Patchwork & quilting
Knitting, crochet, tatting
Embroidery, cross-stitch, tapestry, hardanger.
Card craft
Paper tole
Creative craft e.g pottery, floral art, woodcraft,
doll-making.

Cash prizes in all categories. Prospective
exhibitors should visit our website, www.
u3aknox.org.au where an application form may
be found, or call 9752 2737 for details.

Ferntree Gully Toyota
1101 Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully
T 03 9758 8222

toyota.com.au/ch-r

LMCT 10793

ferntreegullytoyota.com.au

T2016-006108

Slick, bold and uncompromising, the All
New Toyota C-HR takes stylish city driving
to the next level. With its unmistakable
curves, sophisticated cabin and daring,
diamond-inspired motif, it knows how to
make an impression.

20 Food Feature
Eggs at Easter
Over easy, sunny side up, fried, hard boiled, soft
boiled, poached, scrambled, omelettes, frittatas:
how do you want your eggs?
My hubby enjoys his eggs sunny side up, with
plenty of bacon, and other full English breakfast
trimmings. A leisurely café breakfast in the Ferntree
Gully village, with a large cup of coffee, is right up
his alley.
Back home, we tend to make omelettes or
scrambled eggs. These sorts of eggs fit in with the
Easter craft activity we have in mind too.
I can recall the delicate hand-blown eggs I
decorated with my mum and brothers, as a child.
My mum would make two small holes (one in each
pointy end of the egg) with a pin. She’d then use
a straw and blow out the egg contents into a bowl.
To prevent the egg cracking, one could put
masking tape over the ends of the eggs before
inserting a pin. You could also use a syringe to
push out the egg contents if you don’t want to blow
into the egg.
The whole egg shell can be set aside while you
take the egg yolk and white and whip them up
into a tasty egg dish. The trick to making delicious
scrambled eggs is to cook them low and slow.
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Method

Gently whisk four large eggs, 100 ml milk, and
a sprinkle of salt and pepper. You could also add
chopped chives or basil to the mix for extra flavour.
Melt one teaspoon of butter slowly over low heat
until it is frothy and coats the bottom of the pan.
Pour the beaten eggs into the pan, stirring gently
and constantly.
Scrambled eggs don’t take long to cook so it’s
best to pop in your bread for toasting before you

start cooking your eggs. Remember the eggs will
continue to cook off the heat so don’t overcook
them.
When you’ve finished eating your scrambled eggs,
you might want to decorate your egg shells. Food
colouring works well to dye eggs. If you want to
create checks or stripes, you could use masking tape
to block out sections of the egg while you dye the
rest. You could also adhere sticker shapes to the egg
before dyeing it, and peel the stickers off afterwards,
leaving a silhouette behind. The possibilities are
endless. Your decorated eggs are sure to look festive
hung up at Easter time.
Decorating eggs for Easter is a tradition that is
thought to date back to at least the 13th century. In
the northern hemisphere, eggs were often associated
with pagan festivals and celebrations of spring
(and new life). The custom of decorating eggs and
giving them as gifts was adopted by Christians and
included in their Easter celebrations.
Happy Easter.

Gemma Franks
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Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156.
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
Sharna Ainsworth
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
Tel.9758 0217
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Worship
Worship Sunday 8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist with hymns. Sunday School
for children
Thursday 10.00am Holy Eucharist followed by cuppa
and chat
Christian Meditation Tues. 10.30am (at a private
home)
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

Passion and Palms
9 April 2017 at 10am
To commemorate the beginning of Holy
Week,
the St Thomas Anglican Church will hold a
Palm Sunday and Communion service,
preceded by a palm procession.
The Singularity Choir will perform
Bach’s ‘The Passion of Our Lord,
according to St John,’ part one.
The Anglican Parish of St Thomas
Proclaim. Worship. Serve
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully
9758 0217
Vicar: The Reverend Raffaella Pilz

‘Am I being unfair to you?’

Junette passes the World Day of Prayer candle on to Tina Sleeman for the coming year.

A World Day of Prayer Service for 2017

A World Day of Prayer service was held for the Ferntree
Gully area on the evening of 3 March at Our Saviour’s
Lutheran Church, Burwood Highway, Knoxfield.
Using prayers and stories prepared by the Christian
women of the Philippines, the theme ‘Am I being unfair
to you?’ was the focus of the service.
Our local Pastor, Peter Ghalayini, addressed Jesus’
story of the workers in the vineyard (found in the
Gospel of Matthew). He shared the truth of its message
of God’s mercy, generosity and grace to all equally and
encouraged us to be Christ-like in our attitudes and
behaviour wherever we are today.
Also Elsa Rohrlach shared something of her personal

Holy Week 2017
at St John the Baptist Parish

story of hardship growing up in the Philippines and
her work as an environmental geologist to improve
the quality of life for women and children involved in
small-scale mining.
Financial support was given to the Bible Society’s
project ‘Trauma Healing for Women in the Philippines’
described in the DVD we viewed.
It was a great opportunity for ecumenical prayer and
fellowship.
The 2018 service will be hosted by the Ferntree Gully
Uniting Church.

Junette Schoell

Good Friday Walk of Witness

Tuesday 11 April
7 pm Mass with extended Penitential Rite.
Individual Reconciliation after Mass

9.00am: The Walk commences at the car park adjacent
to Maxi Foods Upper Ferntree Gully, then processes to
Ferntree Gully Uniting Church via St John the Baptist
Church, 19 Forest Road, Ferntree Gully.

Wednesday 12 April
9.15 am Mass followed by Individual Reconciliation

10 am: Ecumenical Way of the Cross at Ferntree Gully
Uniting Church, 6 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully

Holy Thursday 13 April
8 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper.
Please note no morning Mass
Good Friday 14 April
Walk of Witnesss 9am (see right)
3 pm Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Saturday 15 April
8 pm Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday 16 April
Masses 9 am and 11 am
Office: Tel: 9758 1029 (Monday to Friday 9 am to 3
pm)
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Tackling the drug ‘ice’ locally
If you speak to the local police, they will tell you that
drugs (particularly ‘ice’) underpin so much of local
crime.
Speak to families and they will tell you how ‘ice’ can
destroy individuals and wreak havoc on families. It
is a toxic drug that is unfortunately prevalent across
Australian society, particularly among young people,
and our local community is not excluded. In fact, the
incidences of ‘ice’ in the outer east are higher than the
average across Australia.
Of course, we have to crack down on the supply of
the drug as much as we humanly can. Our authorities
have seized record amounts of the drug at our borders.
But ‘ice’ being a synthetic drug can so easily be
manufactured; meaning that if we stop supply in one
location, another source can quickly open up. This
makes it different to drugs like heroin, which rely
upon organic substances and therefore the supply can
be more effectively curtailed. With ‘ice’, we need a
broader approach.
Over the last couple of years, I have been advocating
in our local area for practical measures that can make a
difference in Knox. We kicked this off with a ‘dob in
a dealer’ campaign, because without dealers, there can
be no drug use.
Second, we were able to secure additional funding for
more local rehabilitation services.
But the most important thing that we can do as a
community is try and change cultural attitudes towards
the drug. Unfortunately, too many young people think
it is ‘cool’ to take ice and treat it in the same manner as
if it was smoking a cigarette or having a beer. It is not.
People have died from a single use.
The best medium term strategy has to be to convince
people to not take the drug in the first place. The
statistics show that nearly everyone who tries the drug
for the first time does so because of peer group pressure
or they just want to experiment. Very few take it because
they are feeling depressed and want relief. This suggests
that if we change the cultural attitudes, we can change
the usage of this drug.
Changing cultural attitudes is not easy but it can be
done. Witness how attitudes have changed over the
last decade or two towards drink driving, speeding or
even smoking.
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One of the best ways to get to younger people is
through the local sporting clubs. Last week, I was
pleased to assist in securing a further $100,000 for
SALT, which is a fantastic local organisation that does
great work at the grass roots level – mainly working with
young men in the football clubs. They are changing
attitudes and changing lives.
(See http://www.sportandlifetraining.com.au)
But all of us can contribute to this goal through never
glorifying drug taking, never referring to them as ‘party
drugs’ and reminding people that ‘ice’ has devastating
impacts on families right across the spectrum: rich or
poor.

Alan Tudge.
Federal MP for Aston
Minister for Human Services

Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP for
Ferntree Gully
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Scholarship Scheme celebrates anniversary
2016 was a significant milestone in the history of the
Knox Vincentian Scholarship Scheme in that it marked
our 15th year of operations.
Since the beginnings of 2002 the scheme has provided
financial grants to students in the City of Knox who
have faced the likelihood of missing out on part or all
of their education programs through financial hardship.
Assistance has been provided for the purchase of
books, uniforms, school camps, excursions and special
programs.
2016 was also important in that the scheme reached
the $500,000 mark for total financial assistance provided
since 2002. This has been a significant injection of
funds into the Knox area towards the education of our
students.
The scheme operates as a partnership with St Vincent
de Paul, Knox Council and St John the Baptist Parish,
Ferntree Gully. They provide us with funding and
administrative assistance.
The majority of requests for assistance come from
single parent families, reflecting the financial hardship

that occurs when a family unit breaks down. School
camps have increased as a percentage of total requests
over the years. Schools are focussing more on camps
as part of their overall programs and for many parents
the cost is impossible to meet after they have paid for
uniforms and books.
The scheme provides funding to over 40 schools in
the Knox area, both primary and secondary and state
and non-state.
While we are providing increasing numbers of grants
each year, the demand for assistance continues to grow.
Schools see the scheme as an important source of
financial help for their students and readily turn to us
when emergency situations arise.
2017 will continue to present the scheme with further
challenges in meeting the needs of the schools and their
students.
We look forward to dealing with them now and in
the coming years.

Chris Markwick, Chairperson
Knox Vincentian Scholarship Scheme

A gift to FTG North primary school
In 1987 a number of meetings were held at St John the
Baptist primary school on Forest Road with a view to
forming a branch of Neighbourhood Watch (NHW).
These meetings were well attended and forming a
Branch was a mere formality.
A working committee was duly elected and
As school commenced for another year, I met with local arrangements made to hold meeting at the Ferntree
primary schools at parliament to discuss how laws are Gully North Primary School as this was fairly central
made and how our liberal democratic parliamentary for the area. So NHW F49 was born.
This was on the East side of Forest Road and up into
system works.
I was delighted to welcome students from Fairhills the forest. Our area stretched from Burwood Highway
primary school at the Victorian Parliament to take them to the vicinity of Burston Road, just around the corner
on a tour and explain its history and reveal some of its of the Boronia Road intersection.
Again meetings were well attended and most were
magnificent secrets.
I also visited students at St John the Baptist primary eager to participate in speaking to people in the various
school to talk about my time as a parliamentarian zones into which we were divided. Pairs appointed
and law-maker, and give some insights to some very made visits to households in their zone, seeking
inquisitive minds who will one day be our future leaders. contributions of funds. In a very short time the funds
collected amounted to $1870.15. This was used to
Nick Wakeling purchase receipt books, NHW Insurance, marking
State Member for Ferntree Gully pens (that could be borrowed to put an identification
on your valuables). We paid nominal rent to the school
for room use. The Principal and Staff made us feel
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welcome. Zone reps delivered monthly newsletters to
all properties over the years.
As time elapsed so did our meeting attendances and
new donations from people in the F49 Area. By 2008
our meeting numbers had fallen to about eight to ten
regulars. When a couple of these people moved we had
about five left. In March 2011 it was decided to cease
meetings.
About twelve months ago we decided to transfer
our remaining funds to Ferntree Gully North Primary
School. We saw the school as a local institution
deserving of our gift. We held a few meetings authorising
Colin Prestegar (Chairman) and Roy Bragge (Treasurer)
to close the account and make arrangements for the
transfer of funds to the School’s bank account.
The Principal and Staff are most grateful of the
$693.01 donation that shall be used to assist students
with financial help in attending camps or excursions.
For those who played a part over thirty odd years we
offer our thanks and trust you have some fond memories
of times when you were actively involved in making our
neighbourhood a safer place.

For the committee, Roy Bragge

24 Points of View
Funny you should say that...

Shopping for wisdom
What is tradition?
I have seven grandchildren. I tell each of them that
they are my favourite. I also tell them that whoever
is with me at the time is my favourite. They seem
pleased with that concept. It’s a good trick and true.
My eldest grandchild has many allergies – eggs,
dairy, some grains, nuts, dust-mites, rabbits are all
on the list. He is just eight years old, and is very
experienced in the protocols of ambulance riding.
Anaphylaxis episodes are a scary thing, but he seems
to take it all in his stride and happily battles on. He
has to miss out on so many of the yummy things that
other children have – ice-creams, chocolate, birthday
cakes included. He can, however, have jellybeans.
So, over the last four or five years, whenever we get
together, he happens to find a little bag of Glucogel
jellybeans. He finds them in his treasure chest, in my
pocket, or somehow surprisingly they just turn up in
his pocket. The other little ones don’t complain – they
seem to understand what’s going on, but mostly it’s
all done out of the gaze of others.
Just last week one of his uncles witnessed one of
these jellybean transactions. ‘How come you get
jellybeans and not the others’, he joked. Jamie put his

hand up in a calming gesture. ‘Cam’, he said earnestly,
‘It’s a tradition’. He looked back at me reassuringly
and gave me the nod. Salt water wells in my eye.

Common sense - what is it? And what’s more, just
because it’s common, is it right? And if it is right, is
it right for all of us or for just some of us? This essay
explores whether common sense has been hijacked by
those with the loudest voices and the deepest pockets.
It asks the question, ‘Does common sense still belong
to the community? Is it still the outcome of discussion
and the shared opinion of stand-out intellectuals,
of some who are out there, of some who know the
ropes and of others who know the pain, a lot who
have muddled ideas, a couple of strident anarchists
and of some who couldn’t give a fig?’
Having said that, I don’t feel the need to write the
essay. That saved a bit of time, didn’t it!
Peter Stagg is a member of the
Mountain District Learning Centre’s
Philosophy Group

Composting your food waste
is an easy way to reduce
waste in landfill, and fertilise
your garden at the same time.

Find out how to compost at
knox.vic.gov.au/waste
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Ancient Chinese Proverb

Common sense

Composting. It’s not hard,
and great for your yard.
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“IT’S BETTER TO LIGHT
A CANDLE THAN
TO CURSE THE
DARKNESS”

WHY DIDN'T
YOU ASK?

© Pete Rowe 2017 www.peterowe.com.au

The Last Word
Discretionary or mandatory?

This time the last word goes to the State Planning
Minister Richard Wynne as quoted in The Age of
10 March in an article about future planning in
Melbourne. Talking about limits to building heights,
he said: ‘Discretionary basically meant go as hard as you
can and push the height as much as you can. We want to
ensure this is no longer the case and there is certainty.’
The word discretionary comes from ‘discrete’ or
‘separated’ and suggests that you go your own way. ‘Do
as you think best.’
A mandate is a command or instruction, so mandatory
really means ‘I’m telling you what you must do’.
Sounds simple? Not really. As usual, two words can
be seen as summing up whole political philosophies.
The article by Aisha Dow in The Age is reporting on the
Andrews Government’s plans for handling residential
growth in Victoria over the next 30 years. (Victoria in
Future, 2016) They anticipate the population will come
near to doubling by 2050. Which word will win out?

Vox Populi

Festivity 25

Knox Festival 2017 a smash hit!
Once again the Knox Festival, under the banner, Home from Home attracted massive crowds on the first weekend
in March.
The highly popular Knox Factor competition was won by Tylah Paull. Runner up was Dylan Edwards. In third
place was Summer Bush and the People’s Choice was Stacey Alexander.
Among the many community groups displaying their activities the Knox Historical Society attracted a stream
of visitors, including well-known Gully resident, Lynn Brewster, photographed here by Barbara Oehring.
Barbara also photographed a shy visitor Dave, the Long-nosed Potoroo in the arms of his handler Braelee.
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26 What's On
“‘If you change the way you look
at things, the things you look at
change.’ – Wayne Dyer

I’m finding this quote
to really resonate for
me these days. It’s not
enough to change our lives
or the things we do, we need
to change the way we actually look
at things in order to truly appreciate
change.

Diana Brown

Premier’s Active April

Active April is on again. It’s fun and it’s free. All it
takes is 30 minutes of physical activity a day during the
month of April. Enjoy great benefits and win awesome
prizes such as:
• 10 free YMCA passes or access to a local
government recreation facility
• 15% off at Sportsmart in store or online
• One hour free tennis court hire at Melbourne
Park of Albert Reserve
• 20% off any annual membership with Cycling
Victoria
• A 2 for 1 ticket offer to Sea Life Melbourne
Aquarium
• Entry into the draw to win tickets to the 2018
Australian Open Tennis Finals
To register go to www.activeapril.vic.gov.au

Ferntree Gully VIEW Club

The VIEW club monthly luncheons are held on the
4th Monday (except in December) of each month and
include a two-course lunch, tea/coffee at a cost of $25.
They have a meeting then a speaker or entertainment.
The VIEW club support The Smith Family and raise
money through their luncheons and in-house functions.
They also support five students through the ‘Learning
for Life Program’ with The Smith Family, as well as
supporting a refuge for women and children escaping
domestic violence. If you are wanting to join a club
that is both welcoming and fun then this is the club
for you. Visitors are most welcome. Luncheon dates for
April and May 2017 are:
Monday 24 April. Speaker: Anne McPherson.
‘Memories of a Family at War’
Monday 22 May. Speaker from Fernlea House. ‘Respite
& m. Care’
Where: The Knox Club, corner Stud & Boronia Roads,
Wantirna South
Time: 11am for an 11:30am start
To book ring the President, Pam Turner, on 9725
4135
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Ferntree Gully Arts Society at The Hut

Where: Ferntree Gully Arts Society, The Hut, 157
Underwood Road, Ferntree Gully

Life Drawing Workshop

All abilities welcome to come along and enjoy some
observational sketching. We encourage experimentation
and exploration of materials through drawing. There
are a variety of short poses, progressing to longer ones.
Easels, drawing boards and tables are provided, cartridge
paper 50 cents per sheet.
When: 1st Thursday of the month
Time: 7pm – 9pm, -doors open at 6:45pm
For all enquiries please contact Jeremy on 0407 666
515

Polymer Clay Group

All things polymer clay. The group members make
jewellery, dolls, figures, book covers etc. using all sorts
of polymer clay techniques.
When: Third Saturday of the month
Time: 11am – 4pm
Cost: members $5.00, non-members $10.00
For more information call Shirley on 0409 013 106

EACH

Easter Access Community Health EACH)
9757 6200 www.each.com.au
Diabetes Wellness Program
This is a four-week program for people with Type 2
Diabetes to learn from health professionals how to best
manage your condition. Topics covered include:
Diabetes Self-management, Healthy Eating, Blood
glucose monitoring and management, Physical activity
and diabetes and more.
Where: Burwood Highway site, 1063 Burwood Hwy,
Ferntree Gully
When: Tuesdays 2 May, 9 May, 16 May & 23 May
Time: 9am to 12:00pm
Cost: $8.00 per session
Further details: bookings essential. Free for carers.

MBS Diabetes Clinic

A service for anyone with diabetes requiring blood
glucose monitoring and equipment. The clinic provides
two 30 minute consultations with a Credentialed
Diabetes Educator which covers: An initial diabetes
health assessment including referrals to appropriate
services for your diabetes care; a second appointment
focusing on blood glucose monitoring and education
which includes meter and equipment provision; a
specific referral with a management care plan from
your GP is required.
Where: Burwood Highway, 1063 Burwood Hwy,
Ferntree Gully & Knox Ozone Site, 2 Capital
Boulevard, Knox Ozone
Cost: Bulk Billed under Medicare
Further details: A GP referral is essential.

Dose Adjustment for Normal Eating
(DAFNE)

DAFNE is a five day course to assist people with Type 1
Diabetes eat the foods they like, and adjust their insulin
doses accordingly. The Comprehensive and structured
program, facilitated by diabetes nurse educators and
dietitians covers:
Carbohydrate estimation and insulin adjustments;
Blood glucose monitoring regimes and exercise; Hypos,
illness and all aspects which affect blood glucose levels.
Where: Knox Ozone site 2 Capital City Boulevard,
Knox Ozone
When: 8 May till 12 May
Further details: Pre-course assessment essential.

Well Women’s Clinic

The Well Women’s Clinic is a bulk billed and
confidential service that provides medical services,
information and education to all women on sexual
and reproductive health care. Expert staff can assist
in areas including contraception; breast checks; pap
smears, women’s reproductive health; menopause
advice; pregnancy testing and counselling; STI testing,
treatment and referral. Doctor’s appointments are bulk
billed and nursing at no charge.
Where: Patterson Street site – 75 Patterson Street,
Ringwood East
When: Monday – Wednesday

Oral Health – Priority Access

Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islanders, Refugees, Asylum
Seekers and clients who belong to funded, agency
specific special needs program have priority access to
the Oral Health Program.
No fees. No waiting lists
Pregnant women who hold a Health Care Card or
Pension Concession Card are also eligible for priority
access. Fees apply. Please inform reception if you are
eligible for priority access.
Where: Burwood Hwy site – 1063 Burwood Hwy,
Ferntree Gully
When: Monday to Friday
For more information call the friendly reception team
on 9757 6200.

Public speaking club for kids aged 8
to 16 years old

Give your child the gift of confidence. Lantern League
is a public speaking and performance club for youth
ages 8 to 16. It’s a great way to get confident with one
of the most important life skills on the planet. Lantern
League will give you an awesome place to be seen, heard
and celebrated for being yourself. Club members are
coached to write, speak, perform, make mistakes, laugh
at themselves and shine their personality in an awesome
and totally supportive group atmosphere.
For more information call 1300 442 903

What's On 27
Playtime

Animal Aid 2017 Ride for the
Animals

Enjoy cycling either solo or with a group? Love a
challenge? Then this is an opportunity not to be missed!
The 2017 Ride for the Animals, Sunday 23 April 2017.
Participants in the Ride will travel through some of the
state’s most beautiful countryside and at the same time
will greatly support Animal Aid to care for animals in
need.
The 95 kilometre bicycle ride starts at Animal Aid in
Sale and finishes at Animal Aid Bairnsdale. Cyclists can
participate in the event in one of five ways:
• as an individual
• part of a team – family, friends and/or colleagues
• student participation
• part of a relay team of three – each riding a 30
k leg of the route
• to complete the first 30k leg only
The Ride will help to raise awareness for the amazing
work undertaken by Animal Aid in caring and
rehoming over 6,000 animals each year. For further
information call 8756 1335 or to register go to http://
ridefortheanimals2017.gofundraise.com.au/

Yarn Bombing – donations needed

The Blackburn English Language School in Croydon
has a lunch-time knitting club for the students. The
students are currently working on a project to ‘Yarn
Bomb’ a gum tree that is part of the schools Memory
Garden. Yarn bombing is the activity of covering
objects in public places with decorative knitted material,
as a form of street art.
They are looking for donations of knitting needles,
and wool, preferably acrylic, however any sort will do.
If you have any spare knitting supplies and are willing
to help, can you please send your donations or drop
them off to EACH at 1063 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree
Gully, attention Liz Senior.

An’s Badminton Centre

New open courts hire. As well as Pro Shop, coaching
and fitness.
An’s Badminton Centre is open 7 days a week, they
offer 4 courts with good lighting and high ceilings.
Social games on a Monday/Friday 7:30pm to 10:00pm,
shuttlecocks are provided.

Other services offered include:
Coaching and training for beginners and children
Rackets/ badminton shoes / bags
-Strings /Grips
- Shuttlecocks
- Restringing services
- Team competitions
Where: An’s Badminton Centre – Industry Park, unit
C6/ 5 Janine street, Scoresby
Website: www.abcbadminton.com.au/
For more information call Michael on 0434270629

Upwey Bridge Club

This friendly club welcomes all players at sessions on
Tuesdays at 10am and Wednesdays at 7pm.
Where: Upwey-Tecoma Bowling Club
Cost: $5 per session
Contact: 9754 8889

Cake decorating

The Eastern Branch of the Victorian Cake Decorating
Society is holding a ‘Rainbow Roses workshop’.
Where: CWA Hall, 4 Sundew Ave, Boronia
When: Saturday, 22 April 2017, 1.00pm - 4.00pm
Cost: $15.00.
Contact: 0408 361 225 or easternvcds@gmail.com

CWA celebrates 80th birthday

Members of the Boronia branch of the Country Women’s
Association of Victoria Inc. extend an invitation to past
members of the branch to join them for a BBQ lunch
to celebrate their 80th birthday.
When: Wednesday, 12 April at 12.30pm
Where: Boronia CWA Hall, 4 Sun Dew Avenue,
Boronia
For catering purposes RSVP to 9761 1537
Insert in Community Contacts
Victorian Cake Decorating Society Eastern Branch.
Lorraine 0408 361 225 or easternvcds@gmail.com

Friends of Red Cross

Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross will be holding
a stall:
Where: Ferntree Plaza, Burwood Hwy, Upper Ferntree
Gully
When: Saturday 8 April
Time: 9am to 1pm
Goods include: Jams, cakes and knitted goods
New Members are most welcome
For information: Maxine Lane. 9758 3087

This is the life!

Peter and Diane Collyer recently returned from a 14-day
Golden Princess Cruise to Noumea and New Caledonia
and took with them the Ferntree Gully News.

Your community contacts

Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com
FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise
Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
Sundays 11am-4pm

FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316 ,
playing at Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides Jane Meehan 0408 505 661. We
have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.
au or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets
2.00pm first Tuesdays most months. For venues and
information contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond, 1st
and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am3pm
FTG VIEW Club Isabel 9758 5435, fourth Mondays,
Knox Club 11.30am
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457460313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802

Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve Moyra
Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed Paul Moloney 0407 560 168 or
Geoff Thake 0408 539 873
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm
Knox District Woodworkers Club Albert Bak 9758
4849
Knox Environment Society Irene Kelly 9763 8069
Knox Exercise & Social Group. Ronald Woodrow:
0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays 1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary: Ph 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library 10am-12pm Fridays and
Saturdays 0424 265 790

Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association 9758
7859 2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027, 2nd
& 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garrey 0400 823 441,
1st and 3rd Wednesday.
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.1511.45am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday,
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG John Flemming 9758 6532,
Mondays 6.45pm
U3A 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
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Price: $650,000
2/22 Browning Rd, Boronia

Brand new dwelling with own street frontage
Exciting opportunity to secure a dwelling starting construction soon. The
building area is approx. 162.82sqm (17.53 square imperial) and consists
of 3 bedrooms, north facing living area, large ensuites and walk in robes to
master bedroom, main bathroom with baths, double garage with internal
access, landscaped gardens and more. Purchase early off the plan and save
on stamp duty. There is still time to discuss changes required for wheelchair
or other requirements at this stage.

Price: Contact agent
432 Glenfern Rd, Upwey

Near level block approx. 1430.70sqm
Large near level allotment to build your dream home or explore the
potential of developing a dual occupancy (STCA). Located close to Tecoma
township with a vast of shops and eateries, the train station, schools and
public transport.
Michael Jang 0417 288 899 or John Katselas 0411 110 997

Ray Abley 0418 319 452

For Sale $435,000 excl. GST
Factory 3 / 47 Rushdale Rd, Knoxfield

Popular Location
Modern looking factory/warehouse, located just off Ferntree Gully road,
and only minutes to EastLink and other arterials. Offering good internal
height, floor area of approx. 264sqm, neat and clean property, including
onsite car parking, 3 phrase power, roller door, amenities and office area.
Currently leased with a two year lease plus two year option that commenced
1st July 2016 and 3% annual increases with a nett annual rental of $20,508.
John Katselas 0411 110 997 or Ray Abley 0418 319 452

For Sale by negotiation
Shop 15, 50 Dorset Square, Boronia

BUY YOUR OWN CAFÉ/TAKEAWAY FREEHOLD
Excellent opportunity to purchase this ground floor retail lock-up shop.
Fitted out as takeaway food/café and includes all fixtures & fittings, tables
and chairs, cool room, and a variety of appliances. Walk in walk out.
Located next door to K-mart, Australia Post and Newsagency/Tattslotto
and is walking distance to Boronia train station.
John Katselas 0411 110 997 or Ray Abley 0418 319 452

Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858
www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au

