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Recently retired Knox Councillor Karin Orpen, 
here photographed by Barbara Oehring against 
the backdrop of the Quarry Park, is an outstanding 
example of public service. Residents and groups 
in her former constituency of Dobson Ward have 
plans to honour her (see page 3). 

 But Karin is not alone in being celebrated in 
this issue that reports on multiple awards for 
community participation. Read about Australia 
Day Awards (page 4), Endeavour Awards (page 

21), and  Aston Awards, (page 6).  All these 
awards celebrate the many people in our city 
who give their time freely for the common good.  

Then there is the story of the prize winning 
young artist Jeremy Swan (page 15) and of a 
Premier’s Award for Marian Lowe for years of 
work for Motor Neurone Victoria (page 6) while 
Mountain District Learning Centre students are 
smiling on Graduation Day  (page 12).

Residents say ‘Thank you Karin’
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A new year  - a new look 
Welcome to our first issue for 2017 and the eighth 
year of publishing Ferntree Gully News. 

You will notice some new features. Firstly design, 
with changes to type fonts and sizes for a fresh look 
and to make better use of space. Comments are 
welcome.  

Also, for this issue at least, more advertising. With 
less community news coming in over the holidays, 
we can take more ads without exceeding our ‘two 
thirds news and one third advertising’policy. It is also 
because we need to keep the paper on a good financial 
footing. While volunteers freely provide content 
and distribution, income from advertisements and 
sponsors is crucial in meeting production costs.  Please 
support these local businesses.  

We also plan to introduce regular reports on Knox 
Council meetings. The long established Rowville-
Lysterfield Community News has a regular column 
giving a précis of council decisions that relate to their 
area. They find their readers welcome this, if only as a 
guide through the complexity of the minutes on the 
Council website. Offers of help with such a report 
are welcome.  

Overall our aim, if you like, our bias, is to publish 
material that builds and connects community. The 
community is Ferntree Gully, not parochially but 
within the broader community of our region and that 
region is the fringes and foothill of the Dandenong 
Ranges. As always, landscape and history change us 
or we change it. As Council Engineer Ian Bell pointed 
out (page 22) we do not fully understand what this 
landscape is or our effect on it. 

The first people who dwelt in this land understood 
it. Their name for the mountain is Corhanwarrabul, 
and they saw her as mother, the outline on the eastern 
sky like a woman lying on her side.  

The mountain and forest are the ever-present 
metaphors for us too: solid and permanent, 
challenging but also protecting, nourishing and 
healing minds and bodies.

  The original national park was 26,500 acres. It 
is now down to 4000, due mainly to a long history 
of  people ‘wanting to do different things on their 
property’, as Cr Keogh said in explaining why he 
is now asking for a review of the whole Foothills 
policy (see Questions in January Council meeting 
minutes). From the time of the first timber cutters, 
it was ever thus.  

Congratulations to all those honoured in the awards 
reported in this issue.  The example offered by so 
much generous concern for others will be a spur to 
our efforts in 2017 to build community and to tread 
lightly on the earth.

.Anne Margot Boyd

For your diary

February
First week  Knox Festival of Tennis 4-12 Feb
5  Upwey Country Music Festival page 27
19 Knox Historical Society Family Fun Day   
page 25
21 Bluegrass at the Bowling Club page   11
22  FTG Bowling Club Jack Attack 
competition begins   page 11

March
4 CFA Torchlight Parade   page 9
4 Knox Festival   page 26
7 The Hut Gallery ‘Holidays’  exhibition  
begins   page 14
11 Upwey Village Grassroots Market 
12 The Hut Gallery ‘Figures’ exhibition 
begins   page 14
25 Fundraising Dinner at Mumbai Grill  
page 26

The Ferntree Gully News team
Ferntree Gully News first appeared in 2009. There are now 
more than 50 volunteer walkers and an enthusiastic production 
team in the office on Tuesdays. 
Editor: Anne Margot Boyd 9758 8278
Office: Heidi Lighten, Mary Trinnie, Pam McConnell, Alice Collins, 
John McMillan
Website: Meg Hellyer
Writers: Teresa Cannon, Graham Crichton, Peter Stagg and 
others
Distribution Manager: Jenny Ford 9758 1370
Book-keeping: John Ford
Design and formatting:  Dandystripes Design
Illustration: Pete Rowe
Photography: Barbara Oehring, Gary Fevreau and others
Community News: Lynn Brewster and Diana Brown
Printed by McPherson Media at Newsprinters
Published by Mountain District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully, 3156
Email: gullynews@gmail.com

Contact us
Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open:  Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056 (Tuesdays or leave a message) 

Join us
If  you would like to help, either with gathering or editing news, 
stories and photos, managing advertisements or delivering 
the paper, contact Anne Boyd 9758 8278 or Jenny Ford 9758 
1370, or call in at our office at No. 8 The Avenue, open at 
times as above. 

Disclaimer
The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are not necessarily 
those of  the supporting organisations unless acknowledged as 
such. No endorsement of  products and services is implied by 
the listing of  advertisers and sponsors. While every effort is 
taken to print contributions accurately, the publishers take no 
responsibility for errors.

Advertising 
Advertise your business in Ferntree Gully News
Prices begin at $60 inc.GST for an ad size 60mm 
deep x 80mm wide

Find Ferntree Gully online
The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing. 
The newspaper website is ferntreegullynews.com 
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District Learning Centre 
is mdlc.com.au For news and events: ferntreegully.vic.au 
ferntreegullyvillagetraders.com.au 
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au

From the editor
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Home Page

Ferntree Gully News
 is a volunteer produced, bi-monthly, community newspaper 
published by the Mountain District Learning Centre in 
collaboration with the Ferntree Gully Village Traders Inc. The 
paper aims to build and strengthen community in Ferntree 
Gully by reporting on the stories and activities of  people and  
groups in the Gully. 

Gully News photographer Barbara Oehring on a beach in 
Vanuatu
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Residents and community groups in Dobson Ward are 
planning a Thank You celebration to honour the long 
years of service of their recently retired Knox Councillor, 
Karin Orpen.

Last year Karin received an award from the Municipal 
Association of Victoria for Council service. She was a 
councillor for more than 20 years. and three times Mayor 
in the years 1999-2000, 2002-2003 and 2012-2013.

Since receiving the MAV award Karin has concluded 
her latest term as Councillor, 2012-2016, and has 
retired.  She leaves with honour and an impressive record 
of work in major projects in Dobson Ward such as the 
Dandenong Ranges Foothills policy and the magnificent 
new Quarry Park.  

Over the many years of Karin’s public service she 
has returned the Cemetery Trust to financial stability 
and supported many community groups including 
Ferntree Gully Football Club, Knox Historical Society, 
The Ferntree Gully Arts Society, Ferntree Gully News 
and more.   

The ‘We say Thank You’ party will be held on 
Wednesday 22 March at 7 pm at the Ferntree Gully CFA 
in The Avenue.  Contact Lynn Brewster (9758  6945) if 
you would like to come. Donations towards expenses of 
the event will be welcome and any funds surplus to the 
costs of the evening will go to the Ferntree Gully CFA. 

Dobson Ward residents say thank you

At the meeting on 23 January, Council voted not to 
accept findings of a Ministerial Panel appointed to 
conduct public hearings last November about the 
future of Upper Ferntree Gully. The panel was itself a 
further stage in a long process of consultation to put 
in place a Structure Plan appropriate for a commercial 
activity centre in an area of special environmental 
significance, namely the Dandenong Ranges. 

 The next stage of this process is not clear as a 
recision notice was lodged after the meeting by Cr 
Seymour, who, along with Crs Keogh, Mortimore and 
Gill, had voted against the Motion to reject findings 
of the Panel. This means that the matter will return 
to Council Agenda at the meeting on 27 February.

The large audience at the January meeting were 

Knox Council rejects Plans for Upper Ferntree Gully

understandably shocked and disappointed that the 
long process of collaboration between residents, 
council officers and planning and environment 
experts is not yet resolved. 

Knox Council has won statewide admiration 
for setting a new standard on how to legislate 
for restrained development in areas of special 
environmental significance. The Dandenong Ranges 
Foothills Planning Overlay, and the Structure Plan 
now in place for the Ferntree Gully Village, have led 
the way to what could eventually be a model for all 
five municipalities whose boundaries include the 
fringes of the ranges.  

The outcome for Upper Ferntree Gully is attracting 
more than local interest.

Summary of Council’s January 
meeting
At the January 23rd meeting Council rejected 
planning applications for multi dwelling projects, 
one in Wantirna and two in Bayswater. They also 
rejected the planning Panel Report implementing 
Amendment C141 to the Upper Gully Strategic Plan. 
They accepted reports on Open Space and Waste 
Recovery and on Council’s Advisory Committees 
for Multiculturism , Early Years, and Active Aging. 

Anne Boyd

‘The Fern Tree Gully’, the place that gave us the name photographed recently by Barbara Oehring.
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In front of a large and appreciative crowd at the Knox Civic Centre, the 2017 Knox Australia Day Award recipients were 
honoured for their selfless spirit, dedication and leadership in the service of our community.

Australia Day Awards

The 2017 Knox Australia Day Award recipients are:
Citizen of the Year: Sandra Goodwin
A resident of Ferntree Gully, Sandra was nominated 
especially for her two decades of leadership of the 
Rowville Senior Citizens Club and her contribution 
to the Knox Senior Citizens Annual Festivals. Sandra 
has also organised sports tournaments and opened up 
many opportunities for people to enjoy and socialise 
over sports.

Young Citizen of the Year: Talia 
Ruighaver 
Talia Ruighaver has been nominated in recognition of 
her fantastic work to fundraise for AMAZE (Autism 
Victoria), her contributions to the community as part 
of the Ferntree Gully Rotary Club project as well as her 
volunteer efforts through her high school, Wantirna 
College.

In 2015, Talia was awarded the Rotary Junior 
Community Award which required her to undertake 

a range of activities in support of community service 
and spirit. In 2015, she was also awarded an Endeavour 
Award in honour of her outstanding contribution to 
our community.

Volunteer of the Year: Sheelagh 
Howarth 
Sheelagh has been nominated in recognition of her 
outstanding efforts on behalf of the Eastern Raptors 
Junior Rugby League Club. In addition to being a 
mother of three as well as a full time Emergency Ward 
Nurse, Sheelagh is dedicated to supporting the Eastern 
Raptors Junior Rugby League Club in any way that she 
can. She has held various positions of seniority within 
the club including Team Manager. All the roles have 
required Sheila to dedicate unpaid hours of her time, 
which she consistently does so with not only passion 
for the sport of rugby but also passion for supporting 
the Raptors community which is clearly so close to 
her heart.

Local Hero: Warwick Smith
Warwick Smith has been nominated in recognition 
of his continued contribution to Scoresby CFA. 
As Knox Fire Brigade Group Training Manager, 
Warwick demonstrates true commitment in ensuring 
volunteers receive the quality training they need in 
order to respond effectively in emergency situations. 
Additionally, Warwick also arranges specialist training 
for volunteers to cover key areas such as driver training 
and an introduction to emergency management.

Elder Citizen of the Year: Zita Ragg
Zita Ragg has been nominated in recognition of her 
volunteer work with a number of community groups 
and local organisations, in the fifty years that she has 
been a resident of Knox, especially in the Boronia 
Ladies Probus Club since 1996. Zita has held various 
positions of office within the group and is a valued 
Board Member of the Municipal Outer Eastern Region 
of Probus. Zita has also made significant contributions 
to the non-profit organization TOWN, which promotes 
healthy weight loss as a member of the Scoresby branch 
since 1995. 

The official proceedings featured an address by Knox 
Australia Day Ambassador, Dave Jacka, whose feats as a 
paralympian, educator, aviator and kayaker have helped 
inspire disabled and able-bodied people alike to reach 
their full potential.

Festivities also include a special flag-raising ceremony 
and an Australian Citizenship ceremony, during which 
135 Knox residents from 30 countries will become 
official citizens of Australia .

As usual the committee had hard choices to make 
among the outstanding qualities and experience of all 
the nominees. Other nominees with Ferntree Gully 
connections include, Iga Pluta nominated for her 
work in the Polish Club, and Murray Snell. Murray is 
a regular contributor to Gully News and a key person 
in the distribution of this paper. He was nominated by 
the Foothills Community Care for ten years of helping 
with the weekly free community meal. He is also very 
active in the Knox Historical Society. 

Another feature of this year’s nominees were the three 
entries from the Knox Environment Society.  (See page 
23 for accounts of their  contributions.)
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Rebecca Sellars
Customer Service Officer
Rebecca is a Customer Service Officer. 
She has lived in the Knox area for 19 
years with her husband, 3 daughters 

and her dog! 
She has recently returned to the banking industry 

after owning her own business for a number of years. 
Her interests include reading and a love of travelling 

(especially Paris!)
rebecca.sellars@bendigoadelaide.com.au

Debra Scheepers
Customer Service Officer
Debra lives in Ferntree Gully and 
has for the past eight years with her 
partner and cat. She loves dancing, 
gardening, golf and catching up with 
friends. Deb has worked in banking 

for three years after careers in administrative roles and 
the hospitality industry. Deb has a bright personality, 
loves to sing and loves a chat.
debra.scheepers@bendigoadelaide.com.au

Rochelle Wald
Customer Service Officer
Rochelle started working at the 
Ferntree Gully Community Bank® 
in August 2013 having previously 
worked at the Aspendale Gardens 
Community Bank® for 12 months.

She loves going to the footy and is an avid Saints 
supporter who loves going to the interstate games, 
especially when they are played on the Gold Coast and 
in Sydney. 

She loves to travel and has been overseas a few times. 
In a couple of years she hopes to go to Memphis with 
her partner. 

She lives locally and is now enjoying the extra sleep 
in and short trip to and from work.
rochelle.wald@bendigoadelaide.com.au

Anna Passerelli
Customer Service Officer
Anna has joined the Community 
Bank® coming with 16 years 
experience in the banking sector 
at one of the big four and 10 years 

in finance in the hospitality sector. She is an avid scrap 
booker and the Number 1 sports fan and major sponsor 
for both her daughters who are both softball state 
players. The girls also have black belts in karate.
anna.passarelli@bendigoadelaide.com.au

Bendigo Bank
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*Bendigo Bank rated above the four major banks among home loan customers in Roy Morgan’s 
Home Loan Customer Satisfaction Survey, December 2015. Credit provided by Bendigo and Adelaide 
Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/ Australian Credit Licence 237879. Terms, conditions, fees 
and charges apply. All information is correct as at March 15 2016 and is subject to change. 
Full details available on application. Lending criteria apply S53933-1 (331090_v1) (19/01/2017)

We rate our home loans.
And so do our customers.*

Having a great rate means nothing without great service, 
which is one of the reasons why Bendigo Bank home loan 
customers are rated among the most satis� ed in Australia.*

Drop into your nearest branch at 67 Station Street, Fern 
Tree Gully or phone 9756 0332 to fi nd out more.

Bendigo Bank Home Loans. Don’t settle for less.

bendigobank.com.au/ 
homeloans

Bendigo Bank and the FTG Freemasons Bursary Presentation
Ten worthy students from the Fairhills High School 
each received a $550 bursary through a joint venture 
between the Ferntree Gully Community Bank Branch, 
the Peace & Loyalty Masonic Lodge and the Freemasons 
Foundation at a presentation night held in December 
before a large crowd of parents, friends and students.

The Bursaries will be administered by Fairhills High 
School.

The students who received the bursaries are:
Ryan Baker, Clyde Benjamin, Alexandra Black, Shae 

Latham, Rhianna Ludbrook, Hayley Brown, Alexander 
Eiderhorst, Luke McCallum, Alexander Reinhardt & 
Samantha Tyson.

Knox Community Financial Services Ltd consisting 
of the Ferntree Gully and Rowville Community Bank 
Branches congratulate these students and wish them 
well in their future studies.

Knox Community Financial Services Ltd will provide 
$2000 each year towards these bursaries.

Tina Leslie
Business Manager
Tina is the Manager of the Ferntree 
Gully Branch. She began working 
for the Bank in 2000 in a part-time 

capacity. Since then she has progressed to Branch 
manager and is a well known personality in Ferntree 
Gully village. Tina is married with two children. Her 
hobby is motorbike riding and she is learning to play 
golf.
tina.leslie@bendigoadelaide.com.au

Ferntree Gully Branch Staff
Mick Spruhan
Branch Manager
Mick has worked in the 
banking industry for the 
past 35 years, the last 12 
years within the Bendigo 
C o m m u n i t y  B a n k ® 

as Branch manager at two Community Bank®s. 
He has a Diploma of Management, Diploma of 
Retail Management and a Graduate Certificate of 
Management. 

The Community Bank® model is about developing 
and nourishing relationships along the lines of old-style 
banking. Mick believes customer relationships are a 
priority and this reflects in customer loyalty. He likes 
being able to go through a customer’s financial needs, 
especially home loans and provide suggestions that 
benefit the customer. 

Since 1962 he has lived, and currently lives in the hills 
area including seven years in Knoxfield. He is a keen 
supporter of basketball and conducts basketball clinics 
for children with disabilities on a monthly basis and 
until recently was involved in foster care. He is a Carlton 
Football Club member and follows Perth Wildcats and 
Boston Celtics.
mick.spruhan@bendigoadelaide.com.au

Michelle Cadusch
Customer Relationship 
Manager
Married with 2 teenage children and 
a dog. 

Been living in the Knox Community for 34 years 
Actively involved with Calisthenics for the past 25 years 
along with daughter. 
Love watching Son play local footy 
Been in banking for about 15 years in total, Bendigo 
Community Bank®ing 3 ½ years
Michelle.cadusch@bendigoadelaide.com.au

Tina Doran
Customer Relationship Officer
Tina is a Customer Relationship 
Officer. She has lived locally for the past 
16 years. She has been in the banking 

industry for nine years and loves the customer contact 
and community feel of working for the Community 
Bank®. Her interests are reading, going to the movies and 
watching her children play basketball. This watching 
and ferrying about takes up a large part of her time!
tina.doran@bendigoadelaide.com.au



The best day of their lives!
Sunday 25 December 2016 saw Foothills Community 
Care celebrate its 15th Annual Ferntree Gully 
Christmas Day Lunch with over 240 people attending. 

Once again it was a great day celebrating Christmas 
with a wide variety of people from our community, 
particularly those who would have normally spent 
Christmas Day alone. 

It was a very hot day, and with so many people in 
the hall at St John’s, the aircon was definitely tested, yet 
everyone had a great attitude and was happy to be there.

There was plenty of food, delicious Christmas roasts, 
veggies and salad as well as an abundance of dessert 
choices. On top of this there was great live music, our 
very own coffee cart, much laughs, friendships made, 
kids activities, our popular photo booth, face painting 
and of course presents all around delivered by our very 
own Christmas angel.

A special thank you to the many volunteers who gave 
of their time in the set up and on the day. Also a massive 
thankyou to the many, many individuals, schools, 
community groups, businesses and sporting clubs 
who donated goods, food, funds and people power 
to make the day what it was. It’s all about providing a 
place where people who would normally miss out can 
celebrate Christmas with others.

Foothills also operate a weekly community meal on 
Wednesday nights throughout the year at the Ferntree 
Gully Girl Guide Hall in Underwood Rd, opposite the 
station. Doors open at 4.30pm for a cuppa and chat 
with meals being served at 6.30pm. All are welcome. We 
will recommence on Wednesday 1 February for 2017. 
For more info visit www.foothillscare.org.au 

Marian Lowe honoured with Premier’s Award
At the end of each year the Victorian Premier’s Volunteer 
Champions Awards are conferred on Victorians who 
have given outstanding service to their community. 
Local resident Marian Lowe, seen above with her family, 
was among the 2016 recipients for her exceptional 
and innovative work over 25 years for Motor Neurone 
Disease Victoria.  She was presented with her award 
at Government House by the Honourable Anthony 
Howard QC.

The judges commented that, ‘Marian’s unwavering 
dedication over 25 years has resulted in many new 

initiatives that made a positive impact on the lives of 
thousands of people with Motor Neurone Disease. For 
12 years she coordinated the annual Fundraising Walk 
which has grown from 200 participants to over 2,200. 
Over many years, [she] has coordinated a variety of 
support, fundraising and awareness activities. Marian’s 
direct and indirect support has raised over a million 
dollars for Motor Neurone Disease research and care.’

Congratulations to Marian on her splendid 
achievement.
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Rima Purohit (right) from 
Wattleview Primary School was 
recognised as such a student. 
Rima is a popular mentor 
and a ready volunteer, leading 
her peers in choreographing 
Christmas items and performing 
at assemblies. She also attends 
School Council  meetings, 
representing the Junior School 
Council among the wider school 
community. Rima is a credit to 
her family, and the Wattleview 
community. The Aston Shield 
winners from other schools were 
equally impressive. 
Other local students who received 
the Aston Shield in 2016 were:
•	 Gemma Lewin f rom 

Fairhills Primary School 
•	 Tahra Wright from Kent Park Primary School
•	 Rithvik Kadiresan from Mountain Gate Primary 

School 
•	 May Ou from Fairhills High School 

Congratulations to our outstanding young citizens. 

The Hon Alan Tudge
Federal Member for Aston

with Aston Shield Award winner 2016

At the end of each year, I have the pleasure 
of recognising some of our great young 
citizens in Ferntree Gully through the 
presentation of the Aston Shield. 
In each school, the shield is awarded to a student for 
good citizenship; someone who has demonstrated 
compassion, a commitment to others, and who has 
been a great role model for their school and community. 

The Aston Shield is awarded in the spirit of Tilly 
Aston, who was a remarkable woman in Australian 
history and one who did so much for the welfare of 
blind people. The Federal Electorate of Aston (which 
covers most of Knox) is named after her. 

Tilly was born in 1873 and was completely blind by 
the age of seven. Yet, despite her obvious challenges, 
Tilly’s courage and tenacity brought great advancement 
for blind and vision impaired people. She secured voting 
rights, better access to public transport and established 
the first braille library. (Tilly herself had to drop out of 
university because there were no braille books.) Finally, 
she set up Vision Australia – an organisation that still 
exists today and helps tens of thousands of people each 
year. 

I am very proud of our young winners. If Tilly were 
alive today, I am sure that she would also be very proud. 
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Proudly sponsored by 
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

Aston Shield winners 2016

Celebrating 100 Years of Cubbing
The Grand Finale 
On 16 December 50+ Cubs (aged 8-10 years) and 
leaders converged on 4th Knox Scout Hall, Ferntree 
Gully. We had come together to ‘Jive in the Jungle’, to 
celebrate 100 years of Cubbing. Throughout the year 
our Cubs have held numerous fun activities to celebrate 
this centenary, and the disco was our last, the cherry on 
the cake. Cubs and leaders alike were dressed in jungle 
vines and wild animal attire …  Woof!

Everyone boogied the night away and had an 
awesome time catching up with friends from our 13 
Cub Packs. Prizes were awarded throughout the night 
for funky dance moves and outrageous costumes, with 
all Cubs taking home a fantastic show bag of generously 
donated ‘goodies.’ What a way to finish the year! Here’s 
to another 100 years of Cubbing!

If you are interested in trying Scouting go to: http://
www.vicscouts.com.au/join-us.html

4th Knox, 8th Knox and 1st Ferntree Gully are the 
local Scout Groups. You can try three nights for free! So 
come along and join in the fun. Scouting is for youth 
from age 6 to 26 years and after 26, lots of fun is to be 
had by becoming a leader!

Nicole Klep
 District Leader Cub Scouts
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Did you notice the CFA Santa Run was rather different this year? 

CORPORATE

HOSPITALITY TEAM & CASUAL

Embroidery  
and screen-printing  
available

WORKWEAR  
AND HI-VIS
 Browse our catalogue online at 
 WWW.ALLMAKECLOTHING.COM.AU

> 2/1809 Ferntree Gully Rd
> Ferntree Gully VIC 3156
> Ph: 03 9759 6789
> Email: sales@allmakeclothing.com.au

EST. 2002  
Over 30 years’ experience in the  
textile industry

The CFA Santa Run on the Sunday before Christmas has 
been a popular sight in the Gully streets for many years.  
But recently we have been concerned about increasing 
traffic on the roads and the number of cars parked along 
roadways. There was concern about children running 
out between cars. After much debating at Brigade level, 
we decided instead to attend recreation reserves and 
parks at advertised times, using Facebook and notifying 

schools and preschools of the changes. A resident from 
Chestnut Avenue, Lynn Brewster, also suggested that we 
attend their street during their famous Christmas Lights 
display. The response was overwhelming. We plan to 
include more areas of Ferntree Gully next Christmas.

It is always a great privilege to join our community 
on these occasions and bring joy to the children and 
parents of Ferntree Gully.

CFA Knox Group
Torchlight Parade
at Ferntree Gully

on Saturday 4 March at 8.30pm
As part of the Knox Festival, Knox CFA fire brigades 
along with brigades from throughout Victoria, will 
march with lighted long-stem kerosene torches from 
the fire station in The Avenue to the Knox Festival site 
in Brenock Park Drive. The march will begin with the 
sounding of the station siren at approximately 8.30pm, 
and will be accompanied by leading pipe bands from 
Victoria Police, Ambulance Victoria and the Ringwood 
Pipe Band. The route of the march will be along Station 
Street to Spring Street to Selman Avenue and across 
Burwood Highway to the oval. 

At the oval, the bands will combine to play Amazing 
Grace, now the traditional  remembrance of  Black 
Saturday in 2009. The parade will be followed by a 
brilliant fireworks display. We encourage residents and 
visitors to line the streets to thank our firefighters for 
the 24/7 task that they perform 365 days of the year. 
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And now for all that very important fire stuff
Don’t burn your house down by using a leaking 
barbecue gas bottle.

As I write this, over the past two days, there have been 
two devastating house fires caused by leaking gas bottle 
barbecue connections. In both cases, these barbecues 
were on patios under verandahs and the gas ignited due 
to leaking connections. Before lighting any gas barbecue 
always check the connections with a soapy water spray. If 
gas is escaping, bubbles will be seen. Barbecues are like 
any piece of equipment: they need to be maintained and 
seals replaced at regular intervals. For more information, 
visit http://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/fm_files/attachments/
Publications/Gas_barbecue_A5_flyer_FINAL.pdf

Bushfire awareness
Ferntree Gully CFA community bushfire meetings 
for 2017.

We have over 600 homes in our bushfire area. Every 
one of these households needs to have a bushfire plan 
that is fully understood by every member of the family. 
A written and tested plan is the best way to go. It must 
include pets, as well as a full understanding of the three 

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 
1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

If you live in a suburb near grasslands, you’re at risk of � re. If you live directly next to parks or paddocks and a grass� re starts, walk 
at least two streets back. If you live two or more streets away, stay where you are, grass� res are unlikely to spread into built up areas. 

Stay alert and monitor conditions. Don’t drive, visibility may be poor, accidents are likely, and you could block emergency services.

Prepare for 
grassfi re
THE REASONS ARE
BLACK AND WHITE

emergency.vic.gov.au 
Download the VicEmergency app

levels of warning (advice, watch and act, and emergency 
warning).

Remember that it is very unlikely that a fire truck 
will be available to come to your house during a major 
bushfire. The very best plan is to leave early in the 
morning, or the night before on a predicted bad fire 
day. That way, you and your family and pets are sure to 
be safe. Remember also, that a well prepared property 
is more likely to survive a bushfire and be there when 
you return home.

Ferntree Gully CFA will be conducting community 
bushfire meetings at the top of Olivebank Road, and 
near the quarry estate, and in Koolunga Native Reserve, 
off Daffodil Road (see right). Check our Facebook page 
and a variable notice board which will be located in a 
prominent position. A great deal of valuable information 
is given out at these meetings. There are also plenty of 
opportunities to ask questions. Please take the time to 
attend one of these meetings.

For interesting reading about how properties were lost 
in the Wye River Christmas fires of 2015 see

 http://wyesepconnect.info/csiro-report-released/

Understanding your bushfire risk.
Community bushfire information meetings 

Sunday 5 Feb at 9.00 am 
Top of Olivebank Rd, inside park gate

Sunday 5 Feb at 11.15 am.
Hatherley Grove, park gate, top Kia Ora Ave.

 Sunday 19 Feb at 9.30 am 
‘Quarry estate’ near Stringybark Drive

Please bring a chair
Meeting cancelled on total fire ban day

Information: Graham Crichton
on 0429 060944

Free freshly brewed coffee available

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade
A fully volunteer CFA Brigade

24/7, 365 days a year since 1942
dedicated to making Ferntree Gully a safer place 

Fire calls 000
Follow us on Facebook….keep up to date.

Prepared by Brigade Member Graham Crichton
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The popular Fresh Pantry takeaway shop closed in 
December and will be much missed.  Gemma Schofield  
(and her family) contributed a great deal to the Village 
in more ways than just providing food. For many of us 
the shop was a real haven, a place to rest and refresh, 
to talk to friends and to find just the right food to take 
away for meals at home. We wish Gemma well in her 
new ventures. 

Comings and goings in the village
Welcome to SALTE
The new café in Alpine Street  on the Fresh Pantry 
site is SALTE. The name is for the co-owners: Steve 
Allan and Tracy Lee, which with an ‘e’ for enthusiasm, 
forms SALTE. 

The menu is a modern take on classic cuisine and 
will change at regular intervals. The three sliders are an 
interesting combination, or you can order 1, 2 or 3. I 
tried the smashed tofu, on sour dough with asparagus 
and red pepper – delicious! 

SALTE cater for dietary requirements: gluten free, 
dairy free and vegan. Someone like me (requiring dairy 
free) can have a milkshake with lactose free ice-cream. 
They brew fresh chai and serve teas from the Sassafras 
Tea Leaf shop.

Steve, the chef, is bringing the inner city  to Ferntree 
Gully. He has worked in hospitality for many years, 
in restaurants and catering. This is his first experience 
of owning a café. He looks forward to more sociable 
hours than in restaurants, where hours can be difficult  
for work – life balance. Later they plan to move into 
catering as well as running the cafe.

Steve wants SALTE to be a fun, exciting place, where 
he can ‘ play’ with food.

Open Mon. to Fri. 6.30am – 3.00pm
Sat. & Sun. 7.00am – 3.00pm
9 Alpine Street, Ferntree Gully. Phone 9756 0306
hello@saltecafe.com.au 

Where There’s a Witch There’s a Way
Now that’s a title to grab your attention!  
This exciting new business has recently opened in 
Ferntree Gully.

Owner Kate hopes to provide a place and the tools 
that will enhance your spiritual journey.  

Ferntree Gully Village has for long been a venue that 
welcomes the many services that improve our lives. 

 Kate offers classes and workshops in: energetic 
healing (Reiki), divination (spell work), meditation 
(Saturday morning sessions), Witchy Learning Circle 
(week night sessions) and tarot reading.

Crystals, tarot cards, candles, clothing, books, 

spiritual supplies and gifts are some of the many 
products available in the shop.

Kate, who has completed a course in Spirit 
Development, describes herself in these words: ‘I have 
been spooky my whole life. But now I want to create 
a space where people can begin or expand on their 
spiritual path.’ She wants people to walk into her light 
and airy spiritual place, to be calm and feel as if they 
belong. She is intrigued to meet people and watch them 
develop. She aims to bring joy into lives.  

Welcome Kate!

8/101 Station Street, Ferntree Gully
Phone: 0433 841 178     9752 3475

Alice Collins

Farewell Fresh Pantry
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Wishing all our customers and clients
a Happy New Year

Thank you for supporting us in 2016
 We look forward to seeing you in

Moutain Gate
Knox’s best  Shopping Centre

An estate agent’s view and sequence of 
events that happened on Thursday 29 
December 2016

 
Around 5pm the phones started ringing, all tenants 
saying the word ‘emergency’.  As the calls were answered 
it was our job to classify the urgency of each case.  In 
abnormally heavy rain, gutters soon fill to overflowing 
because the down pipes cannot handle the quantity of 
water.  On metal deck roofs with a minimal fall, the 
roofs can look similar to a swimming pool in heavy 
rain. The roof holds the water longer and water will 
find every rust hole or defect in a roof section, including 
cracks in skylights.  These are the starting points of the 
majority of damage done throughout a storm.  Then 
come the plaster ceilings falling in, bringing with them 
light fittings and electrical cables.

Firstly landlords are notified and then their insurance 
companies. Unfortunately over the Christmas period 

What happens in a bad storm?
many tenants cannot be contacted once a neighbour or 
customer  has reported damage.  In these cases, without 
access it is impossible to repair internally until the 
tenant returns. However, the external water penetration 
points are repaired as soon as possible.

Sometimes tree branches falling on houses, factories 
and shops cause major damage and the agent cannot 
organise the work without the instructions from the 
insurance companies. This often prolongs the situation.

I would like to thank our staff and valued tradespeople 
for working 36 hours straight throughout this storm 
period to make all our properties safe.  I am sure they 
all went to bed early on New Year’s Eve.

Ray Abley
The Professionals

Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre

The Villa Maria Op Shop in the Mountain Gate 
Shopping Centre has now been open for over two years. 
Ferntree Gully News reported on their opening and their 
hopes for their  future. 

Recently we went back to see how they are getting on. 
Their response was enthusiastic. ‘We have 36 volunteers 
rostered on over six days a week, said manager Sue. ‘And 
we can offer retail work experience to young people. We 
have also built up a network of local suppliers of new arts 
and craft work: cards, crocheted rugs, baby clothes, tea 
cosies. Dream catchers are very popular too’ she added.

What do people mostly come looking for? Clothes 
of course and not only to wear as found. Garments are 
reworked for new and decorative uses.

After that it’s books. They have a regular turnover of 
eager readers and the books are well displayed for easy 
selection.

Volunteer Susan added, ‘They come in just for a chat. 
They know we have time to listen and you do not find 
much of that elsewhere. Everyone has wonderful stories 
to share.’

So this is one of those places that makes a shopping 
strip into a village with a heart. Every shopping centre 
should have one.

Proceeds from this op shop go to Villa Maria Catholic 
Homes for age care and people with disability. VMCH 
offer residential age care, retirement living, community 
services, affordable housing and specialist disability 
services. 

They have time to listen

Ferntree Gully News  February 2017

What makes a shopping 
Centre really good?

A Gully News reporter went to see:
Well, the variety and quality of shops of course, but 
there are other things that draw the customers back.

Car parking is good. The view to the mountain range 
is, as ever inspiring. The toilets: Four new, spacious 
toilets offering right hand and left hand rails for 
disability access, also one with a baby changing shelf. 

A new playground, and a shaded area with seating 
outside Coles.  Footpaths are broad and safe. And you 
can drop in to the Villa Maria Op Shop for a chat if you 
are feeling a bit left out of things.  Give it a try. 

Farewell Fresh Pantry

Right: Volunteers Susan and Daniella with a customer at 
VMCH Op Shop Mountain Gate.
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Mountain District Learning Centre

2016 graduation celebrates young achievements

Graduation for the students at Mountain District 
Learning Centre is not an ending but a beginning of a 
new phase of their young adult lives.

MDLC students were proudly smiling as they 
received their Certificates and Special Awards at the 
year-end  graduation in December. Others shed happy 
tears for this most anticipated day of the year. Side by 
side, with the students, parents held cameras, eager to 
catch every memorable moment. 

For the students who have been attending MDLC 
in the past few years earning either a VCAL or VCE 
has meant a lot of different things, unique to the 
individual. But there has been one common theme: 
every individual student has faced an array of challenges 

to attend and achieve.  To their credit, barriers have been 
overcome and the reward for each journey is personal 
and academic success. Each year at the Centre has 
brought them new insights and confidence to face the 
challenges of life. 

The 2016 Graduation  represented a lot of work and 
dedication to build the young people’s confidence to 
take the next step. For most, that means entering the 
workforce, or further study in a field of their choice. 
And for all the staff at MDLC another chapter is added. 
We look forward to a new beginning, new stories and 
a new chapter in 2017.

Karen Seymour

Secondary Education Coordinator

A message from Amy Muratore, 
MDLC’s newest staff member in the 
position of ‘Pathway Coordinator’:

Q. Are you between 15 and 24 years of age and not in school, training or employment?
Q. Did you miss out on the education that will help you reach your potential in work and life?
Q. Are you looking to give yourself better career options?

Reconnect with your future at MDLC
Build your confidence and explore pathways to education, TAFE or work options.
Enrol in VCAL Foundation, Intermediate or Senior
Join the MDLC “Beyond School” program to help you find your way to TAFE, work or education.

Looking to Reconnect 
to Work or Education?
Support is here to get you back 

on track!

MDLC is a provider of the 
Victorian Government’s 

Reconnect program offering 
additional support for young 

people who have found 
themselves outside education and 

employment.
It’s never too late to learn at 

MDLC!

Contact MDLC to arrange an interview to discuss 
your options to Reconnect in 2017!

9758 7859
www.mdlc.com.au

All programs are supported with funding so they are affordable for each individual.

Training is delivered with Victorian and Commonwealth Government funding.

Mountain District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully

Registered Training Organisation: 3969 
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‘As a busy year at Mountain District Learning Centre 
winds down, it’s really exciting to see our students 
achieving and moving forward with their pathway goals. 
I am thrilled to report that many of our senior students 
will be moving on to further education and training in 
areas such as beauty, horticulture, hospitality and retail 
and that others have decided to take a well-deserved 
gap year to assess what’s out there for them.  Many have 
gained the skills and confidence to obtain part-time 
employment and are looking forward to gaining some 
independence over the coming months.

It’s bittersweet for the staff and extended community 
of MDLC as we watch these brilliant young people 
transition out of the centre. They have worked so 
hard and the big wide world is filled with exciting 
opportunity for them. We can’t wait to see what they 
do. We are proud of what they have achieved and know 
the best is yet to come.’

Photographed above, at the MDLC Graduation Ceremony, are (from left) Cr Jake Keogh (Dobson Ward), students Janet 
Munday and Jack Lugg, guest speaker Cr Jackson Taylor and student Clarissa Parrish. Photo by Nicole Fernley.



Knox Council has reaffirmed its opposition to all forms 
of family violence with the unveiling of four striking 
new banners at Council venues across the municipality.

 Cr Jackson Taylor of Collier Ward said it was 
important for Council to show in a very visible way that 
it stands for a community where all people can feel safe. 

‘As a serving Victoria Police officer, I have seen my 
share of family violence-related incidents and  Knox 
sadly has the highest rate across the eastern metropolitan 
region. Now, as a councillor, I’m proud to see Knox 
reaffirming its total opposition to all forms of family 
violence as well as support for victims, with the unveiling 
of these new, striking banners,’Cr Taylor added. 

  Knox Council has been working with a range of 
community organisations and networks supporting the 
prevention of violence against women including: 
•	 Eastern Domestic Violence Service  
•	 Knox Community Safety Committee  
•	 Knox PLEDGE
Knox Council is also committed to playing its part 

in ending violence against women as part of its efforts 
to plan for the future. This includes the City Plan, 

the Community Access and Equity Plan, and the 
Community Safety Plan.  

Community members requiring information and 
assistance can contact the Safe Steps Violence Response 
Centre on 1800 015 188, the National Counselling 
Helpline 1800RESPECT on 1800 737 732 or, if in 
immediate danger call 000. 

Boronia Legal Centre provides free 
legal advice

Eastern Community Legal Centre
Suite B, 6 Floriston Road (PO Box 747), Boronia VIC 
3155
Phone  (03) 9762 6235   Fax  (03) 9762 9751 (Monday 
- Thursday) 

Health & Safety

Knox says no to family violence!

Eastern Community Legal Centre provides free 
legal advice and education to communities across 
Melbourne’s outer-east, including Ferntree Gully.  
ECLC’s latest program, SAGE (Support, Advice, 
Guidance and Empowerment), focuses specifically 
on women experiencing or at risk of family violence. 
SAGE provides women with legal assistance as well as 
referrals for support with related issues, such as tenancy 
and financial counselling. 

If you or someone you know requires assistance with 
family violence or legal matters, please contact ECLC 
on (03) 9762 6235.

Belinda Lo (left) is ECLC’s Principal Lawyer. Marika 
Manioudakis (right) is Manager – Major Projects which 
includes ECLC’s SAGE Program.
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Exhibition
The Ferntree Gully Arts Society 

is proud to announce 
our first exhibition for 2017

  Sunday 7 to 26 February, 11am-4pm
An Exhibition displaying members’ works

 on the theme of ‘Holidays’

Drawing Demonstration
Saturday 25 February 11am-4pm

Come and have a go 

Exhibition: ‘Faces and Figures’
Sunday 12 to 26 March 11am-4pm 

 An exhibition of members’ self-portraits 
All Welcome Free Entry

Gallery open Saturdays & Sundays 
11am-4pm

Also
Visit the Ferntree Gully Arts Society’s stall 

at the  Knox Festival 4 & 5 March
 in the Wally Tew Reserve, FTG

Artists will draw  portraits; children’s 
activities include ‘Make your own Dream 

Catcher’

For more details Phone 9758 8955
or visit our website:

www.thehutgallery.wordpress.com

The Hut offers workshops and classes in different 
mediums, in Life Drawing, Still Life, Portraiture, 

Drawing and different forms of Printing

157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

 

 

 

SAVE  

10% 

OFF YOUR 

EXCESS 

 

 

 FREE QUOTES 

 ELECTRONIC MEASURING EQUIPMENT 

 STATE OF THE ART COLOUR MATCHING SYSTEM 

 WE ONLY USE GENUINE PARTS 

 

 

 TOWING SERVICE ALSO AVAILABLE 

 PAINTLESS DENT REMOVAL 

 WINDSCREEN REPAIRS & REPLACEMENTS 

 FULL DETAILING SERVICE WITH ALL REPAIRS 

   894 BURWOOD HIGHWAY, FERNTREE GULLY, 3156 

CCTV  SURVEILLANCE 

   WE OFFER A LIFETIME GUARANTEE ON ALL REPAIRS! 

 AMPLE OFF-STREET PARKING 

 

 ALL VEHICLES SECURELY GARAGED & UNDER 24 HOUR 

 

  PH. 03 9758 1815    EMAIL:  ADMIN@UNIQUEBODYWORX.COM.AU 

FREE  
LOAN 
CARS 

HAD AN ACCIDENT? 
CALL US FIRST.  WE HAVE A FREE LOAN CAR READY FOR YOU.   

WE TAKE OUT THE HASSLE AND STRESS OF DEALING WITH INSURANCE COMPANIES  
BY ASSISTING YOU WITH ALL INSURANCE CLAIMS 

 

    WWW.UNIQUEBODYWORX.COM.AU 

knox.vic.gov.au/knoxfestival

4 & 5 March
Wally Tew Reserve, Ferntree Gully



15Portrait of an Artist

Ferntree Gully News  February 2017

Train rides for Jeremy Swan are busy times. He doesn’t 
read or listen to music. He draws the faces of the 
passengers. His tactic is strategic. He knows his time 
is limited; perhaps less than 30 seconds to capture an 
image before the person gets off the train. He knows 
a subject might become blocked by another passenger. 
He chooses his subjects carefully. He knows they’ll 
change with their own movements and with the swaying 
of the train. Whatever happens, he’s aware that he’s 
working with the unknown. And although he is drawn 
to the uniqueness of a face, its structure, beauty or 
plainness, he knows that other determinants will shape 
his portrayal. Time, sighting, and movement! Jeremy is 
undeterred. Rather he is excited by the challenge.

Jeremy doesn’t always work with such confines. 
His canvas is extensive. He’s open to a broad range of 
subjects, ideas and media. He likes the big and the small, 
the exotic and the plain, the hidden and the exposed. 
This approach to his art provides Jeremy with an infinite 
source of inspiration, motivation and excitement.

For the last two years it’s been the wunderkammer 
that has inspired Jeremy. Interpreted as the ‘cabinet of 
curiosities’ the wunderkammer developed in Europe in 
the 16th century when wealthy people began to collect 
and store objects such as preserved animals and animal 
parts including skulls, tusks and horns. Shells, paintings, 
sculptures, coins, lamps and bowls were also prized 
items. Such collections were the precursors of museums. 

Emulating the original cabinets, Jeremy’s studio has its 
own wunderkammer, with his cabinet of collected items, 
many gathered from nature. He hopes that objects that 
create so much interest for him may also spark interest 

 Young artist’s broad brush

and curiosity in viewers of his art. It was his work, aptly 
named ‘Wunderkammer’ and depicting his collected 
items, that recently won first prize for young artists. It 
was exhibited at The Ferntree Gully Arts Society (Hut 
Gallery) as part of the Immerse Project conducted by 
the City of Knox for local artists.

Jeremy can’t remember when he began to draw. Like 
most of his comments about his work he is modest, 
somewhat self-effacing. He dismisses his early work by 
saying that most kids like to draw. ‘I just never stopped,’ 
he quips. It’s his mum who proudly displays the vividly 
painted bottles he created when still a young child. They 
are now cherished cordial bottles. At just four years of 
age he won a colouring competition. Later there were 
many school age achievements including the logo he 
designed for the T-shirts and programme for his Grade 
5 Production, ‘Kids at Sea’. 

Digital media holds excitement and challenge for 
Jeremy. He appreciates that it’s a means of getting his 
work to a broader audience. But it’s not so much digital 
media that he uses to document his family. With his 
paintings of family life he plans to develop a ‘family 
album’, something visual and accessible, rather than a 
record tucked away on computer. 

Jeremy does not only take a broad view to his own 
art. He takes a broad view of art in general. He’s part 
of the collective, Growing Pains, which he describes as 
a group of young creatives producing and working in 
the field of art. He’s been involved with the Ferntree 
Gully Arts Society since 2013 when he entered and 
won the ‘Young@Art’ competition. His keenness to 
be more involved in activities there will see him on the 

Jeremy Swan’s many awards
U3A Knox Art and Craft Show 2012 – Highly 
Commended (Other Media)
U3A Knox Art and Craft Show 2013 – Second Prize 
(Other Media)
U3A Knox Art and Craft Show 2015 – Third Prize 
(Other Media)
The Ferntree Gully Arts Society (FTGAS Hut Gallery) 
Youth Award 2012 – Junior First Prize 
The FTGAS (Hut Gallery) Young@Art 2013 – Highly 
Commended
The FTGAS (Hut Gallery) Young@Art 2016 – Highly 
Commended
The John Frawley Print 2016 – First Place 
The Hiltrud Barfus Drawing Award 2016 – Highly 
Commended 
Allan and Peg Lowe Annual Award 2016 – Commended
Art at Linden Gate Three Stories Award 2016 

committee soon, as well as running Life Drawing Classes 
from February 2017.

Like many artists, Jeremy struggles with how he might 
make his art meaningful. However on some matters he’s 
quite clear. ‘Art should be visually interesting, enjoyable 
and pleasing,’ he says. ‘Art must motivate.’ Then he 
sums up with a distinctive statement, ‘The art work is 
bigger than the self.’

Teresa Cannon
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Come and join us for a meal at the 
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully

Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888

www.ftgbowls.com.au

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club

For lunch
Tuesday to Friday

12.00pm to 2.00pm

On Sundays
12.00 to 2.00pm

And for dinner
seven days a week

from 6.00pm

For bookings ring 9753 5888

Our Bistro is open

Sports Page

Meet Jim Golding, co-founder of Ferntree 
Gully’s Mountain Pickers Association. 
Jim and friends started the bluegrass music club - don’t 
call it country - five years ago, relocating this year to 
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club.   

The club hosts a blackboard and concert night at 
8pm on the third Tuesday of the month at the Bowling 
Club, plus special nights for international touring acts. 
It also hosts free jam sessions on the third Wednesday 
evening at Upwey RSL. 

Mr ‘Grumpy’ Jim cut his teeth in electric guitar for 
a rock band many years ago, switching to banjo in his 
30s. Wisely, he says, he kept his day job as a plumber. 
He now enjoys playing in a quirky band, Coolgrass.   

The difference between bluegrass and country music? 
Bluegrass, says Jim, is not electric and does not touch 
the drums.  

To reserve a seat at these popular nights, phone the 
Bowling Club on 9753 5888 or join a web mailing list 
at greatalpinepick.net

Judy Wolff

Bluegrass at the Bowling Club

Sports page sponsored by 
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

The Knox Festival of Tennis
Nine days of family fun!

Saturday 4 February to Sunday 12 March
Knox tennis clubs invite you to visit your local club and 
give tennis a try. Their aim is to promote tennis and 
encourage people to be active, go out and enjoy a hit. 
Any age can play; social, intermediate, competition; 
junior, adult, senior all are welcome. Coaching is 
available at all levels. 

Two years ago a group of tennis clubs in Knox formed 
a federation called Tennis Knox and won a substantial 
national prize: The John Newcombe  Award for the 
Most Outstanding Tennis Community in Australia. 
It came with cash: $25,000 !  The late Cr Cooper, 
who did much to promote the federation said at the 
time, ‘Tennis Knox advocates passionately for the 
development of this great sport in our city and it is 
wonderful to see them recognised.’

In a feature article at the time, Ferntree Gully News 
listed some of the new ways to play this ancient sport: 
Hot Shot Kids for the under 12s, Cardio Tennis 
workouts to music and FAST4 Tennis, a faster game 
with fewer rules. 

See the website Tennis Knox for a list of clubs and 
see the club websites for events and dates. 

Photographer Gary Fevreau’s cover subject for the February 2014 
issue of Gully News won the Award for best Photograph in the 
Community Newspapers Victoria ‘s annual awards. 



And now for something completely different . . .

17 U3A Knox

In past articles for this paper I have highlighted 
the activities of Knox U3A that might be termed 
‘commonplace’: the walking groups, cycling groups, the 
fishers, golfers and the like. However, included within its 
curriculum, Knox U3A invariably offers activities that 
are unusual, esoteric – dare I say it? Off-beat. For Term 1 
in 2017 we offer, as well as more than 140 better known 
activities,  pastimes and crafts such as Rummikub, paper 
tole, kimekomi and tatting.

Now that I have your attention on at least one of 
these, let me explain.

Rummikub is a game, invented by a Rumanian 
gentleman in the mid-1930s, best described as a mixture 
of Gin Rummy and Mah-Jongg. It is played with tiles, 
not cards, and is described as fast, exciting and, if played 
properly, demanding of a high level of skill and thought. 
The scoring method is complex.

Paper tole is a craft whereby multiple copies of the 
same picture element are built up to ultimately create 

a three-dimensional art-work. Patience is probably the 
most demanding requirement, but the end results are 
often spectacularly beautiful, and well worth the effort.

We have probably all seen kimekomi without realising 
what it was. Kimekomi is the art of creating decorative 
baubles from simple white polystyrene balls. Designs can 
range from the simple to the highly complex, utilising 
materials such as decorative ribbon, sequins, pins and 
the like, and we surely would have all seen these on 
Christmas trees.

Tatting is the ancient art of lace-making. Using no 
more than a small ovoid shuttle (although sometimes a 
needle is also employed), intricate and highly decorative 
lace can be created adding a touch of class to doilies, 
table ware and the like.

All of these are available at Knox U3A in Term 1 
(although some do fill rapidly), and if you would like 
to try something completely different, contact our office 
on 9752 2737, email us on office@u3aknox.org.au or 
visit our website at www.u3aknox.org.au where a link 
to ‘Courses’ will provide details of these, and all other 
courses on offer in Term 1. Membership is still only $60 
per annum, and there may be a small materials charge 
for some of the craft activities.

John Ford, Publicity officer

A fine example of the three dimensional effect of 
paper tole.

Marion Groom with her prize winning work at the 
2014 U3A Craft Show. Photo by Barbara Oehring.

U3A 2017 QUILT & CRAFT
EXHIBITION AND SALE

FAIRHILLS SECONDARY SCHOOL, 
PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE,

SCORESBY RD, SCORESBY

Saturday 8 April and Sunday 9 April 
2017, 10.00am to 4.00pm
Entry $5.00 (includes catalogue)
Six(6) categories of craft are:

•	 Patchwork & quilting
•	 Knitting, crochet, tatting
•	 Embroidery, cross-stitch, tapestry, 

hardanger.
•	 Card craft
•	 Paper tole
•	 Creative craft e.g pottery, floral art, 

woodcraft, doll-making.

Cash prizes in all categories. Prospective 
exhibitors should visit our website, www.
u3aknox.org.au where an application form 
may be found, or call 9752 2737 for details.
Come along and see works by local craft 
people, and pick up a bargain gift at one 
of the several craft stalls.Light refreshments 
will be available
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How to find us:  
5/7 Samantha Crt, Knoxfield

For further details, go to the 
following website:  

www.ishred.com.au

Needing to have your Private 
Information securely destroyed? 

Old Bank and Credit Card Statement, Receipt, Paperwork that shouldn’t fall into the 
wrong hands. During the Months of Feb/March, collect those papers and come to

On the days during Feb/March iShred Secure Onsite Document Destruction  
will destroy those sensitive documents from as little as $10.00* per bag On Site 

with the latest technology from North America.

On every purchase you will receive: A Certificate of Destruction.

Dates and Times of On Site Shredding 

9.00am – 1.00pm

Saturday 18th Feb 2017

Saturday 4th Mar 2017

Saturday 18th Mar 2017

Contact us on 1300 763 688
*Prices indicated are for typical domestic shopping bags or small boxes, larger quantities are acceptable at additional charges.

A night tour of Ferntree Gully Cemetery
Since at least the year 2000 the Ferntree Gully Village 
Fair has been a much enjoyed community occasion 
on the last Saturday in November.  In 2016 the event 
was introduced by a ‘festival’ of blues music and film, 
and Immerse art exhibition at the Hut gallery and a 
night tour of the cemetery.

All the events were well attended. The car park 
beside the railway station was transformed by tables, 
food stalls and stage into the delights of an open air 
concert against the backdrop of the mountain. A 
screening of ‘The Blues Brothers’ movie in the Wattle 
Club Hall continued the blues theme.

 Gordon Veerasawmy, was so impressed that he 
sent us his thoughts. 

On Friday night we gathered at the Hut Gallery, were 
regaled with the most appetising canapes and sherry 
and enjoyed viewing one of the many art exhibitions 
in the City of Knox’s Immerse program. 

At 8.30pm Karin Orpen, chairperson of the Ferntree 
Gully Cemetery Trust, with torch in hand and 
microphone around her neck, began a  fascinating tour 
of the cemetery, this special place. Members of the Knox 
Historical Society, based at Ambleside Museum were 
at hand to support her. 

 Under  cloud-filled skies at the descent of nightfall, 
Karin began the story of this, the oldest cemetery in 
the district. It was established in 1873 though not until 
1885 was the first adult buried. This was Albert Selman. 
With her depth of knowledge and obvious enthusiasm 
for history, Karin enlightened us about  some of the 
well-known residents of the cemetery. As we walked 
along newly laid tarmac paths and across the dew-laden 
lawns, we heard about pioneers John Dobson, Thomas 
Grimwood and  Robert Minns. 

Actor Cheryl, from the 1812 Theatre, dressed in 
period costume to tell the story of Agnes Simmons. 
Cheryl captured the rapt attention of all as we listened 
in the enveloping darkness. Moving on respectfully 
among the many graves and memorials, we tried to 
imagine life in the Gully in the 1900s. 

 Memorials and graves, illuminated by artificial 
candles, enhanced the eerie, shadowy atmosphere. We 
gazed at ornate marbled tombs that bore testimony 
to the religious nature (and wealth) of families.  KHS 
member Murray moved into further role play to tell 
the story of H T Jones. 

Karin  showed us other highlights: the graves of two 
parish priests who served St John the Baptist parish 
in Ferntree Gully and the grave of the eminent artist 
Arthur Streeton, who lived in the Dandenongs. Finally, 
at the far end of the cemetery, Karin showed us where 
many babies were laid to rest, due to the unfortunate 
circumstances of their deaths. 

Thanks to Karin, the Knox Historical Society, the 
FTG Arts Society and  Mountain District Learning 
Centre for this wonderful experience right here in our 
own Ferntree Gully!

Gordon Veerasawmy

KHS’s Ambleside Museum in Olivebank Road is 
open on  Sundays, 1.00pm-4.00pm. Phone: 9758 6722
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Berry Bonanza     
  
Strawberries and blackberries should be ripe for the 
picking at this time of the year.  If you don’t have your 
own little strawberry patch, you may want to head up 
into the hills.  

Our family has enjoyed picking, and eating, berries 
at berry farms which can be found nestled in the 
Dandenong Ranges.  The farms generally charge adult 
and child entry fees, with adults able to pick and take 
500g of mixed berries home and children 250g of 
fruit.  The price includes tasting the berries while one 
wanders around the orchard. 

Fresh berries are an excellent source of vitamin C, as 
well as other vitamins and minerals.  By picking the 
berries yourself in the sunshine, you’ll also load up 

on vitamin D.  Remember to be sun smart though, 
especially at this time of the year. 

We’ve frozen the fruits of our berry picking labour 
in the past, as there are only so many berries one can 
eat in a day.  You could either freeze the berries in 
their entirety for defrosting later, or you could blitz 
up the berries and make them into icy poles (in other 
countries called popsicles, iced lollies etc.).   Home-
made icy poles are full of goodness, without any 
preservatives or additives: perfect for a hot summer’s 
day. 

To give natural sweetness to the berry icy poles, 
you can add either watermelon (a summer fruit) or 
bananas (in season all year round).  I’ve included 
bananas this time. 

Strawberry banana icy pole recipe
You only need three healthy ingredients for these: 

strawberries (about 12-14), two ripe bananas and a 
little juice (orange, pineapple or even coconut water).  
This quantity should make around six icy poles 
(depending on the size of the mould).    

Method
Peel the bananas and add them to a blender, 

together with the strawberries and juice.  Blend all 
the ingredients until smooth, then pour the mixture 
into moulds, add the sticks, and freeze for two hours 
or until set. 

Bananas give the icy poles a sweet creamy texture.  
If you’d like to include a dairy product, you can add 
yoghurt (perhaps vanilla flavoured) instead of the 
juice.  The ingredient combinations are endless. 

Gemma Franks
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Ghost Riders take a break
Around the Bend café in Station Street put out all the 
chairs and tables for a surprise drop in by the Ghost 
Rider Cycling group. These energetic cyclists are from 
the Lilydale-Warburton area. Their name was settled 
when someone sounded a horn while riding along the 
old Warburton Rail Trail. ‘It sounds like the ghost of 
trains past’ was like the comment – and so they had a 
name. 
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► Weekend Tours 
10:00am 
Sunday 26 February 
Sunday 19 March

► Personal Tours 
Contact 9754 6611 or 
mcc@materchristi.edu.au

► Twilight Tours 
7:00pm 
Thursday 16 February

► School in Action: Celebrating International Women’s Day 
9:00am - 11:00am 
Wednesday 8 March

Excellence in all-girls education

Mater Christi College College students are motivated 
learners who graduate with region leading academic and 
vocational results and the confidence to pursue their 
dreams.

Enrol Now 
2018 and 2019

A highlight of the 2016 Village Fair was jazz singer 
Mae Collard  performing with pianist David Hiscock  
outside Around the Bend café. 

Mae now lives in the Gully and has opened a music 
school.  She is highly qualified with degrees in music, 
performing arts and education and over 10 years 
teaching experience. Mae teaches both voice and piano 
but she specialises in voice -  how the voice works  and 
how to use it in a way that enhances the well being  of  
the whole person. Mae teaches all ages and is particularly 
experienced at teaching young children. 

Recently she formed a women’s choir at TLC Birth 
& Beyond at Upper Ferntree Gully.  Each session 
combines, meditation, singing and socializing, a very 
healthy mix. 

The Mae Coll Trio, a jazz group comprising lead 
vocalist Mae, David Hiscock on piano and double 
bass Ty Wood, have been performing together since 
their days as student teachers. You can book them for 
functions. 

maecollardschoolofmusic@gmail.com

New music school specialises in song
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During the final weeks of the 2016 school year, I was 
honoured to attend graduation ceremonies at many of 
our local schools. I was very impressed to hear of the 
great achievements of so many students at both primary 
and secondary levels.

Every year I have the honour of recognising a worthy 
recipient from our local schools with the presentation 
of the Ferntree Gully Endeavour Award.  This award 
is presented to a student who has shown significant 
endeavour throughout their school years.  The recipient 
is someone who has strived to be their best in all aspects 
of their school life and has been helpful towards other 
students and staff.  They have also demonstrated a 
wonderful and consistent ‘give it a go attitude’ and have 
been a great representative for their school.

I would like to congratulate all 13 worthy recipients 
of the 2016 Ferntree Gully Endeavour Award and wish 
them continued success well into their future. 

Nick Wakeling

2016 Ferntree Gully Endeavour Awards

Nick Wakeling MP with Blake Eggert, Ferntree Gully 
North Primary School

Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP for 
Ferntree Gully

Ferntree Gully Endeavour Award 
winners
Elysha-Marie Quinney – Fairhills Primary School
Blake Eggert – Ferntree Gully North Primary 
School
Hayley Edgar – Holy Trinity & St Mary’s Primary 
School
Lauchlan Shaw – Kent Park Primary School
Connor Cantwell – Knox Central Primary School
Laura Hutchens – Knox Gardens Primary School
Caitlin O’Donnell – Knox Park Primary School
Molly Giles – Mountain Gate Primary School
Alexia Chartertakis – Regency Park Primary 
School
Melanie Chin – St Andrews Christian College
Lana Pettinella – St John the Baptist Primary 
School
Emma Wilcox – Templeton Primary School
Samantha Styles – Wantirna College
Ryan Twomey – Wantirna Primary School
Lauren Gilmour – Wantirna South Primary School
Jasmine Peck & Dylan Moore – Wattleview 
Primary School
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Points of View

A conversation with my father

Shopping for wisdom

I have my Dad’s bench. I have his roll-top desk too, 
passed down from his father. The desk is beautiful 
and evocative - Tasmanian Ash with tiny drawers and 
pigeon holes housing hand-made letter openers, ink 
bottles, stamps and envelopes, sticky tape, paper clips 
and playing cards; yet Dad’s work bench speaks more 
to me of him. Artistically it’s not much of a bench - 3 
metres by 1 metre, heavy as all-get-out, a good bit of 
under storage, and long brass-lined slots in feet and 
inches for cutting stuff.

Dad sold linen. In his latter years he managed a 
small company importing and selling premium Irish 
linen and manchester to hotels and hospitals and 
boarding schools and farmers. In his younger days, 
however, he was the storeman. He cut the cloth with 
enormous scissors that as a child I struggled to lift. 
He rolled and folded the precious linens, wrapped 
them in thick brown paper, tied them with coarse 
string, and shipped the parcels off around the country. 
Sheets, pillow slips, table cloths, double damask 
dinner napkins. And this was his bench where he 
worked forty hours a week to raise a family. He 
acquired the bench when the company closed down 
and it languished in disrepair in his Box Hill garage 
for twenty-five years.

Now the bench sits at my place. It’s my work bench. 
It’s oiled up and functional and beautiful. It doesn’t 

say much, but neither did my father; still I understood 
him. He said what he had to say, and even that was 
an effort, but otherwise he was strong and silent. Still 
I knew him. His father before him was strong and 
silent. I knew him too.

There is a currently popular idea that says men 
should open up and talk more, express their emotions 
and their innermost feelings. This will free them from 
darkness, despair and anxiety. I can see that this will 
no doubt be good for some. Given the right occasion 
I’m sure it happens. This idea, however, seems to be 
premised on the fact that women express themselves 
more often than men, that women are more proficient 
sociable animals than men and therefore it must be 
the right thing to do. Where do I go from here?

After a long day working in the garden on my own 
today, I collected my tools, cleaned them up on the 
work bench and put them in their place. As I dusted 
off the benchtop I ran my hand over its tortured 
surface, the ingrained drizzle of red paint and the dark 
stain on the right hand top corner, stood back and 
thought of my father, and nodded and smiled quietly 
to myself. That’s a continuity. That’s a conversation.

Peter Stagg is a member of the 
Mountain District Learning Centre’s 

Philosophy Group

Funny you should say that...

© Pete Rowe 2017     www.peterowe.com.au

HE WISHED FOR A 
HUNDRED RUNS DURING 

HIS INNINGS!

“BE CAREFUL WHAT YOU WISH FOR...”
Aesop 550 BC

EN

GAGED

Philosophy in the foothills
‘Plate o’ biscuits’ is the name for a lively philosophy 
group meeting Friday mornings in the Studio at 
Mountain District Learning Centre. Experienced 
teacher Ibby Fulu sets the pace and the debates range 
widely. It is really all about recognising the best ways 
for people to live together – so it’s everything from 
ancient Greece to present-day politics and taking in 
the wisdom of the East along the way.  New members 
welcome. Phone 9758 7859 or just turn up.

The last word 
At Knox Council’s January meeting the Last Word 
accolade goes appropriately to the Director, Engineering 
and Infrastructure’s response to a Public Question from 
a plumber:

‘As a plumber of 43 years I would like to know how 
you can keep on approving new multiple developments 
within Knox area without increasing the pipe diameters 
of the stormwater system which causes flooding in 
extreme rain events, for example flooding & damage 
was caused to houses on 29 December 2016 Bambara 
St, Barmah East & Aminya Crt.’

The Director, Engineering and Infrastructure, Dr Ian 
Bell, explained that it is a common misconception 
that Council drains can cater for every rain event. In 
actuality, drains are designed for a 1 in 5-year storm 
event. The storm which occurred after Christmas was 
a 1 in 30-year storm event. When the drains are at 
capacity the water has to flow somewhere and this has 
to be across the land. Under the planning scheme it is 
a requirement that new developments do not increase 
this land runoff.

‘Dr Bell acknowledged that in older areas of the 
municipality there are overland flood paths, some 
which are not fully understood, and that these are 
currently being mapped by Council. This information 
will increase Council’s understanding of the overland 
flood paths and could become part of the planning 
scheme which may restrict development in an area 
subject to inundation.’

G K Chesterton once famously declared, ‘I don’t care 
where the water goes as long as it is not in the wine’.  
We, on the other hand, do care. 

Vox Populi



Volunteers in the Knox Environment Society (KES) 
are part of a unique team, inclusive and welcoming to 
all who want to actively embrace their passion to care 
for the environment. The KES native plant nursery in 
Ferntree Gully offers members of the community hands-
on involvement. Volunteers participate in growing and 
promoting plants indigenous to Knox and surrounding 
areas, including some endangered species. 

Vicki and Sue are two volunteer members of this 
extraordinary team.

Meet Vicki, a volunteer who is also a disability support 
worker. Meet Sue, a young horticulturalist working with 
several organisations, ordering and developing the plant 
areas. Then, for Sue, disaster strikes. At the age of 32, not 
long after the birth of a baby boy, Sue has an aneurism. 

‘I had to learn to walk and talk again’, she said. ‘I 
couldn’t change or feed my baby. I could not work!’ 

Now, Sue’s recovery from the aneurism and her 
ongoing rehabilitation is being enhanced by the caring 
insight of Vicki, a founding KES volunteer. ‘We come 
to the nursery once a fortnight with Vicki’ said Sue. 

  Volunteering at KES gives Sue the opportunity 
to engage in her love of horticulture. Her love of 
gardening flourishes as her healing continues. She is 
able to seed new plants, prick out seedlings and enjoy 
the propagation part of plant care. 

Vicky’s passion in promoting the care of the 
environment is infectious and evident when she provides 
information to community members visiting KES in 
search of that special native plant to suit their garden.  

Knox Environment Society plant nursery is at 1010 
Burwood Highway, Ferntree Gully (in the Reserve 
opposite FTG Library). Open Thursday, Saturday & 
Sunday.

Zoe Peltekis
For further details see the website www.kes.org.au

Caring for the environment - caring for each other
Meet Sue and Vicky

Barbara Oehring photographed Graeme (centre), Andrew 
(left) and Max after the awards ceremony.
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Congratulations to three nominees to the 
Knox Australia Day Awards for distinguished 
volunteer contributions to the environment.

Graeme Patterson has been treasurer of the Knox 
Environment  Society for 15 years and has seen them 
through the process of moving from their former home 
in the grounds of the Ferntree Gully Secondary College 
to their present beautifully planted nursery in Burwood 
Highway. The relocation included upgraded facilites for 
workers and for the care of plants. 

Andrew McKernan is commended for his care for 
native birds and animals.  A professional arborist, he 
has worked with local groups such as the Friends of 
Koolunga Reserve, demonstrating use of tree hollows 
and boxes especially for threatened species including in 
Tasmania, the near extinct swift parrot.

Max Li a young expert at the care and identification of 
many species of eucalyptus. He has already extended 
his knowledge from local species to Victoria and the 
wider Australia. He makes an impressive specialist 
contribution to our local Society. 

 

 


Dance lessons for 2 – 3 year olds 

(Classes are music and movement with a dance component) 

Trial lesson is free 

• Mondays at 4:00pm for ½ hour 
• Fees $50-00 per term (as per school terms) 

• Concert participation optional 

Call Noelene   0419 156 377 

Classes held at: Ferntree Gully Uniting Church, The Avenue, FTG 
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How many Christmas Trees? 
How many Christmas Trees

can a Christmas Tree be
when a Christmas Tree 

is not being a Christmas Tree tree?
Mmm … well, at the Village Festival last November, 
we found out.

The Christmas Tree display we ran in conjunction 
with the festival brought some very ‘agile and 
innovative’ as well as creative themes on the well-known 
Christmas tree.

We had a Poet-tree created from a variety of poems 
written by the students at St John’s Primary School 
and skillfully made into a variety of decorations.  This 
tree claimed the Best in Show prize.  Then there was 
the Most Popular going to the Pullover-tree created by 
people from Glengollan.  They decorated their tree with 
beautifully knitted, tiny woollen jumpers, in a variety 
of designs, carefully crafted and beautifully presented.  
(We had a very slight suspicion that many of the 
Glengollan residents were given express instructions to 
come and vote for their Pullover Tree, which perhaps 
could have been deemed ‘branch stacking’, but as the 
tree was truly lovely, we had no problems with that!)

What’s in a name?
Other entries were the Tree of Knowledge made from 
a book;  a Pan-tree made up from tins of food that 
Boronia Road Uniting Church give away to those in 
need;  a Minis-tree presented by Bayswater Uniting 
Church, bearing  such fruit as ‘compassion’, ‘justice’, 
‘faith’, ‘hope’, ‘love’; a Communi-tree with photos of 
the icons of Ferntree Gully Village, replete with Des 
Higginbotham as the Star;  an Eco-tree presented by  
InterChange, created from different lengths of wood 
which ‘twisted’ around a centre to form the shape of a 
tree;  a Cat(er)ree decorated with pictures of a very cute 
moggie; a Morningtea tree from Scoresby Uniting;  a 
Forest-tree made up by Sunday school children of green-
coloured pinecones; a Prayer-tree for people to add their 
prayers to  and a Scarce-atree,  with no decorations and 
a reminder that many people go needy at Christmas.  
This tree was used to donate gifts which were then put 
under the tree and eventually given to Harrison’s Care 
for distribution.

We would like to thank one and all who participated, 
who came and enjoyed our bacon and egg rolls, the 
ambience and hospitality of our café.  It was a great day 
and we hope to be involved again, somehow, next year.

 

 Pat Rivett

Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156. 
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156 
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road 
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
Tel.9758 0217
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Worship
Sunday 8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist with hymns
Thursday 10.00am Holy Eucharist
followed by cuppa and chat
Christian Meditation Mon. 4.15, Tues. 9.30am
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

Churches Page

Out with the old and in with the new dreams
‘Let us not drink to the past, but to the future’ 

Welcome to a New Year and another chance to get 
things right. Or wrong! Optimists will face the future 
squarely by cutting their losses.   Others may find it 
hard to break with the past.   Yet nothing in this world 
is static.   Situations change;  it is best to move on 
without fear.

So, what lies ahead ? Maybe even bleaker economic 
times than last year. But there is more to life than the  
pursuit and possession of material wealth and happiness.

This coming year will bring love to some, despair to 
others and hopefully, a new beginning for many.   Writer 
Gita Bellin said there are always risks in searching for 
freedom because we cannot walk in another’s footsteps.   
We have to walk our own path.   She also said everyone 
would find a doorway to walk through and that each 
doorway would bring us into a new space of being.

Good advice comes also from writer Eileen Caddy 
who says we need to ‘stop freewheeling!’  She believes 
we need to get into gear and do something positive with 
our lives: ‘Do it fearlessly. Always expecting the very best 
is not as simple as eliminating something superfluous 
from our lives or breaking a habit.’   But it would be 
beneficial to drop some of the baggage we hold on to.   

‘Drop the last year into the silent limbo of the past,’ 
theatre critic Brooks Atkinson suggests.    ‘Let it go, for 
it was imperfect, and thank God that it can go.’

Jesus had the best advice: ‘In this world you will have 
trouble but don’t be afraid.   The ways of the world 
have been overcome.’   Christianity is not a religion of 
pessimism. Being Christian means living joyfully with 
faith and hope to spare.

Maybe it’s time to make that sensible resolution.   We 
can stop worrying about last year or even next year and 
begin cherishing every present moment in our lives.  
Having  survived 2016, let us pray that this year will 
be better than we ever dreamed it could be. 

Peggy Spencer

Thoughts for a New Year

Left: The Poet tree with poems from students at St John’s.
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Knox Historical Society is interested to hear from ex-
pupils of Knox Secondary College (Tech School). 

Have you been in touch with your former classmates 
lately? Do you know what Janine Keane, Year 8.1 of 
1985 or Neville Holland, 3CD of 1970 are doing now? 
Knox Historical Society has the college's emergency bell 
and the banner. 

Have you any souvenirs that the society could 
photograph and include in its archives? Are there 

Calling Knox Secondary College alumni

any Rhodes Scholars, parliamentarians or television 
personalities amongst KSC's alumni? Do you still have 
any of your school uniform? If so wear it to the Knox 
Festival - just for laughs. 

Who remembers Mr Ross or Mrs Morrison? MS-
YAC of 1990 do! Join the Knox Historical Society at 
the Knox Festival, 4-5 March 2017 and catch up with 
others from Knox Secondary College at our display. 
Bring along any photos or other memorabilia to share.

The Knox Historical Society is having a Family Fun Day 
at ‘Ambleside’ historic homestead, 3 Olivebank Road, 
Ferntree Gully, (Melway Map 65 D12) on Sunday, 19 
March, 11am – 3pm. 

The leafy period gardens provide the perfect setting 
for a BYO picnic lunch on the lawns. For the kids, 
there will be indoor and outdoor old-style games and 
competitions. Children are invited to come along 
dressed up as their favorite character, either a princess 
or a fictional superhero, maybe a cartoon character, or 
a fire officer. All children arriving in costume will be 
given a free sticker on the day. 

Community clubs and groups, craft stalls and food 
vans will be in the grounds of the 1890s homestead 
built by pioneer settler Ephraim Hansen. A bush band 
will provide music for old style dancing, while craft 
demonstrations will be on display. 

Entry is $2 for adults, or $5 for families. Details: 
phone 9758 6722. Website: khs.relics.com

Fun for all the family



“Well done is better than well 
said” – Benjamin Franklin 

Many people make lots 
of New Year resolutions, 
some have great long 

lists of things they want 
to change or accomplish, 

but what tends to happen is 
that we forget or get caught up in 
everyday life and just don’t get round 
to accomplishing or maintaining them. 
This year I for one am going to make a 
change; this year will be fewer words 
and more action.  As Ben Franklin so 
aptly put it in the quote above, ‘well done 
is better than well said’. 

Diana Brown

Ferntree Gully News  February 2017

26 What's On

Starting your business right 
Conducting a feasibility study on your business idea 
is just one of the skills you will learn in this practical 
workshop. Led by an expert with real-life small business 
experience this workshop will cover all the essentials 
from evaluating business-readiness, market-analysis, 
determining the best structure, preparing a business plan 
and a step-by-step guide to getting registered. 
All participants receive a free follow-up one-on-
one mentoring session with an experienced small 
business mentor who will tailor individual advice and 
information.
When: Wednesday 8 February 2017
Where: Room 2, Knox City Council Civic Centre, 511 
Burwood Hwy, Wantirna South 
Time: 9:30am to 1:00pm
Phone: 9298 8000
Email: knoxbiz@knox.vic.gov.au

Immunisations Ferntree Gully Community 
Arts Centre
Immunisation sessions are on the first Wednesday of 
the month (except public holidays) at Ferntree Gully 
Community Arts Centre.
When: Wednesday 1 March 2017
Where: Ferntree Gully Community Arts Centre,  1010 
Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
Time: 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Phone: 9298 8000

Seniors’ Morning Tea
Boronia Library offers a seniors morning tea every 
Friday. These weekly morning teas are perfect for a chat, 
a laugh and a nice hot cuppa (with a biscuit or two). 
When:  Every Friday 
Where: Boronia Library, 11 Park Crescent, Boronia
Time:   11:00am to 12:00pm.
Phone: 9800 6488

Knox Festival 2017 
This year’s Knox Festival theme is ‘Home Sweet Home’. 
Knox residents are invited to attend two big days out. 

There will be dozens of activities for all ages, including 
art and craft, music and live performances, interactive 
installations, community presentations, stallholder 
delights, kitchen cook ups, The Knox Gift, The Knox 
Factor, a giant fireworks display and the ever expanding 
Twilight Cinema.
When: Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 March 2017
Where: Wally Tew Reserve, Ferntree Gully (Melways 
74B5)

Knox Factor – back in 2017 
The Knox Factor: Your voice... the deciding factor!
The Knox Factor is a singing competition open to 
everyone 18 and under who lives, studies, works or plays 
in Knox. With auditions and heats narrowing the field 
to the best 10 singers in the area, the finals will be held 
on Saturday 4 March at the Twilight Cinema at this 
year’s Knox Festival in front of 5,000 people! 
The winner of the Knox Factor will not only win the 
fame, glory and adoration of the city, but will also then 
be given the chance to sing on stage during the main 
show at the Knox Carols by Candlelight in December 
2017 in front of over 12,000 people and will also receive 
a $300 Westfield gift voucher.
Registrations close Monday 13 February. Walk-in 
registrations are welcome on 14 February 2017 at the 
auditions.
Make sure you read the details of the competition in 
the Knox Factor Terms and Conditions.
I want to register for Knox Factor 2017!
When: Tuesday 14 February 2017
Where: Knox Community Arts Centre – corner 
Scoresby Rd & Mountain Hwy, Bayswater
Time: 6pm 

Annual fundraiser for Indian charities
The annual fundraiser to support two Indian charities 
will be held on 25 March. Over the past five years these 
events have raised substantial amounts for education, 
housing, health care and much more. Those attending 
enjoy delicious food and entertainment while making 
a valuable contribution to others. Everyone is welcome. 
When: Saturday 25 March, 6 for 6.30pm
Where: Mumbai Grill, 42 Forest Road, Ferntree Gully. 
Parking behind the restaurant or at FTG station. 
Cost: $38 per head (since we are charged per head we 
regret that we can no longer provide free  meals for 
children)
RSVP by 18 March to 0415 414 820  or tcannon@
bigpond.net.au

Eastern Access Community Health (EACH)   
at 1063 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully

Aboriginal Health and Wellbeing
Aboriginal Health Facilitators are available to assist 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community 
members access the health and community services 
they need.  This can include advocacy, referrals to 
mainstream and Aboriginal services and programs, and 
also access to transport, equipment and specialists for 
individuals experiencing chronic health issues. 

When: Monday to Friday
Where: 1063 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
Phone: 9757 6200

Tobacco Free clinic
The Tobacco Free Clinic offers support for people 
seeking to reduce or quit smoking.
The Tobacco Free clinic offers: full assessment; up 
to 12 individual tailored follow-up appointments, a 
specially-trained counsellor, supervised use of Nicotine 
Replacement Therapy and Carbon Monoxide Testing, 
evidence based Practices, relapse prevention support.
When: Tuesday 28 February to 4 April 2017
Where: EACH Ferntree Gully, Courthouse Venue 
(corner Spring Street and Station Street)
Time: 9:00am to 5:00pm
For more information or to register for treatment call 
9757 6200.

Keep Active
This low moderate fitness level exercise program is 
suitable for people with chronic musculoskeletal or 
neurological conditions as it combines low impact 
aerobics, strength training and stretching exercises.
When: Fridays
Where: Burwood Hwy site, Shire Hall, 1063 Burwood 
Hwy, Ferntree Gully
Time: 11:00am to 12:00pm
Cost: $8.00 per session
Phone: 9757 6200 

New Horizons – Self Advocacy Group 
New Horizons is a new Self Advocacy Group that 
believes in having fun while learning. They promote 
independence, self-confidence, community inclusion, 
socials interaction. They run workshops that involve: 
role plays, information sharing, dealing with issues of 
concern, current affairs, guest speakers. 
When: Group meets every second Wednesday
Where: Lifeworks, 9 Greenwood Ave, Ringwood
Time: 4:00pm to 8:00pm
Cost: $19.50,  includes a meal, dessert, coffee and tea
Contact: Alby Wilson 0418 388 535 or Jane Ludtke 
8720 2777

Ferntree Gully VIEW Club
Ferntree Gully VIEW Club monthly luncheon meetings 
are held on the 4th Monday (except in December) of 
each month and includes a 2 course lunch, tea/coffee 
at a cost of $25. They have a meeting then a speaker 
or entertainment. The VIEW Club support The Smith 
Family and raise money through their luncheons and 
in-house functions. They also support five students 
through the ‘Learning for Life Program’ with The 
Smith Family. And they support a refuge for women 
and children escaping domestic violence.  If you want 
to join a club that is both welcoming and fun, come 
and join us. Visitors are most welcome.

Luncheon Dates: Monday 27 February 2017 (Speaker: 
Annette Schlafrig - Insight on VIEW Clubs).  Monday 
27 March,  (Speaker: Simon Purssey from 13 CABS) 



Playtime
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Where: The Knox Club, corner Stud & Boronia Roads, 
Wantirna South
Time:   11.00am for an 11.30am start
To book ring the Club President Pam Turner on 9725 
4135

Life Activities Club Knox 
Life Activities Club Knox is a non-profit, non-political, 
non-religious body formed in 1971 to assist retired 
people or people nearing retirement to enjoy, an active 
and stimulating life. Life Activities Club of Knox 
encourages people to socialise, make new friends, learn 
new skills and banish the loneliness of isolation that can 
occur after leaving the work force.
Some of the activity groups they offer include: Armchair 
Travel, Badminton, Social Outings, Chinwaggers 
(luncheon), Painting, Extended Tours, Cinema, Water 
Aerobics, Weekend Getaways, and many more.
Enquiries: 0481 831 788 or knox.enquiries@life.org.au
Web: www.life.org.au/knox

SLAM – PCW Live Pro Wrestling
Brace yourself as the future stars of wrestling are 
showcased in a night of non-stop action! Fun for all ages. 
Where: SEEC South Eastern Entertainment Centre, 
1845 Ferntree Gully Road, Ferntree Gully
When:  Every Friday 
Time: 8:00pm until 10:00pm 
Tickets are available at the door from 7.30pm
Cost: $15.00
Phone: 1300WRESTLING – 1300 9737 85464
Web: www.pcwentertainment.com/

Bayswater Cinema under the Stars
Bayswater Cinema under the Stars is a fun family movie 
night not to be missed.  The fun starts at 6pm with lots 
of activities for big and little kids including: live music, 
jumping castles, market stalls, face painting, food vans, 

café and various other activities.  The Movie starts at 
8.15pm. Tickets can be purchased on the night:
When: Friday 10 March 2017
Where: Guy Turner Reserve, Amber street, Bayswater
Time: 6pm.  Movie starts at 8:15pm
Cost: Children under two free, Children 2-12 years 
$3.00 and Adults $5:00
Movie: Sing 
For more information check out the website on www.
cinemaunderthestars.com.au/

The Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club
Are you interested in joining a low cost, supportive and 
encouraging group of friends, who will help you lose 
weight, by adopting a healthy, nutritionally balanced 
lifestyle? We offer weekly weigh-ins, menu ideas and no 
points to count. Everyone is welcome, adults of any age 
or juniors from 14, accompanied by an adult.
When: Tuesdays 7.00pm - 8.30pm. 
Where: Senior Citizens, 160 Underwood Road, FTG 
Contact: 0481 848 696

The Country Music Show
The Upwey Country Music Club is presenting a Walk 
Up - Open Mic concert, on Sunday 5 February. Artists 
perform songs in the Country, Bluegrass and Folk 
genres. The hall can accomodate an audience of up to 
100. All welcome.
New singers, musicians, and bands are always welcome. 
A band or musician is available to back singers, if 
required. Just bring your music along.
There is a small entrance charge of $7 ($5 for members) 
to help cover costs. The club runs regular concerts on 
the first Sunday of each month at the Guides Hall. 
Where: Guides Hall, Underwood Road, Ferntree Gully
When:  Sunday 5 February, 12.30pm – 5pm
Enquiries to Graham 03 5964 8298

Your community contacts
Please send any alterations or additions to 
gullynews@gmail.com
FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise 
Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955, 
Sundays 11am-4pm

FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316 , 
playing at  Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides  Jane Meehan 0408 505 661. We 
have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.
au or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets 
2.00pm first Tuesdays most months. For venues and 
information contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087  
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond, 1st 
and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-
3pm
FTG VIEW Club Isabel 9758 5435, fourth Mondays, 
Knox Club 11.30am
Foothills Community Care 8711 8677
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457460313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve  Moyra 
Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed  Paul Moloney 0407 560 168 or 
Geoff Thake 0408 539 873
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696, 
Tuesdays 7pm
Knox District Woodworkers Club Albert Bak 9758 
4849
Knox Environment Society Irene Kelly 9763 8069
Knox Exercise & Social Group.  Ronald Woodrow: 
0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside, 
Sundays  1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary:  Ph 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library  10am-12pm Fridays and 
Saturdays 0424 265 790
Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association  9758 
7859 2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027, 2nd 
& 4th Wednesday  
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garrey 0400 823 441, 
1st and 3rd Wednesday.
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-
11.45am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday, 
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG  John Flemming 9758 6532, 
Mondays 6.45pm 
U3A 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time

Photographer Gary Fevreau has been visiting Niagara 
Falls. But Gully News is the attraction. Thank you, Gary.
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Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858

$585,000 plus
1 Dorian Ave, Ferntree Gully

Set price $700,000
32 Drummond Cres, Rowville

Located at the end of this no through road is an extremely well-priced 
home suitable for both families and investors alike. The home consists 
of 4 bedrooms, 2 living areas, kitchen with timber cupboards, updated 
bathroom, large brick games room, double garage and more. Ample indoor 
and outdoor space for kids to run around, while also giving investors the 
potential to achieve an above average yield making this an opportunity 
you don’t want to miss out on. Other features include new electrical work, 
4.5kw solar, insulation including under floor, TCT roof and concrete 
stumps to name a few. 

Call Ray Abley 0418 319 452 or Michael Jang 0417 288 899 

Large Property – Large Block

Large family home situated in a quiet street and offering a host of features 
including 2 living zones, full ensuite and WIR, kitchen/family area, main 
bathroom, large laundry, double carport and more. Situated on approx. 
731sqm allotment allowing a substantial secure rear garden, ideal for 
children, pets and social gatherings. The property is within walking distance 
to Row reserve, Stud Park Shopping Centre and easy access to EastLink, 
schools and public transport. 

Call Ray Abley 0418 319 452
Michael Jang 0417 288 899
John Katselas 0411 110 997

22 Browning Rd, Boronia (corner Faraday St)
From $670,000
3 brand new dwellings with own street frontage
Exciting opportunity to secure one of 3 dwellings starting construction 
soon – 2 single storey and 1 double storey. Sizes from 17.5 squares – 22 
squares.  Each consists of 3 bedrooms, north facing living area, large ensuites 
and walk in robes to master bedrooms, main bathrooms with baths, double 
garage with internal access, landscaped gardens and more. Purchase early 

off the plan and save on stamp duty. 
There is still time to discuss changes 
required for wheelchair or other 
requirements at this stage.

Call Ray Abley 0418 319 452

4 bedroom BV home
in handy location


