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From the editor
‘Life in art and art in life’
Thanks to Eddie Gray for capturing, in our front
cover photo, a genuine moment of life imitating art.
The sculpture by the railway crossing in the centre
of the Village is a much-loved ikon. Carved from
the wood of a giant pine tree that once stood on that
spot, the figure is based on a painting, by Frederic
McCubbin, of an early settler ‘Down on his luck’.
The Gully today, though, is far from ‘Down on
its Luck’ as many contributions in this last issue
for 2016 attest. And if the art of living is alive and
well, so is the life of art.
Knox’s Immerse Exhibition opened this weekend
and continues until 11 December. This major event
is making waves far beyond our municipality.
Take the time to immerse yourself, to be surprised,
especially at the work of young artists such as
Jeremy Swan, on show at the Hut (see details on
page 16).
There will be more surprises in the Village on the
weekend of 25-26 November with a Twilight Blues
fest on the Friday night and a Saturday of family fun
(see pages 14-16). After that, as we wind down to
Christmas and holidays, let’s hope there will still be
some Stop Time to reflect on how we are doing as
a community; do we do, what we do, well enough,
could it be better, could it be different? Could we
be surprised?
May I take this opportunity to thank John Ford,
Jens, and the Cottage team for getting the paper
out so successfully in my absence in September.
Thanks also to all the others who have helped
through the year to produce and distribute Gully
News, perhaps itself a work of art imitating life?
Christmas greetings and a Happy New Year from
all the Gully News team.
Anne Margot Boyd
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is a volunteer produced, bi-monthly, community newspaper
published by the Mountain District Learning Centre in
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Ferntree Gully News first appeared in 2009. There are now
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team in the office on Tuesdays.
Editor: Anne Margot Boyd 9758 8278
Office: Heidi Lighten, Mary Trinnie, Pam McConnell, Judy Wolff,
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Website: Meg Hellyer
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Contact us

Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056 (Tuesdays or leave a message)
Mountain District Learning Centre 9758 7859

Join us

If you would like to help, either with gathering or editing news,
stories and photos, managing advertisements or delivering
the paper, contact Anne Boyd 9758 8278 or Jenny Ford 9758
1370, or call in at our office at No. 8 The Avenue, open Tuesdays
10.00am until 3.00pm or by appointment at other times.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are not necessarily
those of the supporting organisations unless acknowledged as
such. No endorsement of products and services is implied by
the listing of advertisers and sponsors. While every effort is
taken to print contributions accurately, the publishers take no
responsibility for errors.

Find Ferntree Gully online

The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing.
The newspaper website is ferntreegullynews.com
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District Learning Centre
is mdlc.com.au For news and events: ferntreegully.vic.au
ferntreegullyvillagetraders.com.au
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au
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For your diary
November

6-11 Dec. Christmas Market opens at the Hut Gallery
page 16
12 Nov.-12 Dec. Immerse Exhibition opens page 16
19 St Thomas UFTG Fair page 19
25 Twilight Festival in FTG Village page 14
26 Fun Day in the Village page 15

December

3 Knox Carols by Candlelight page 3
4 Upwey Country Music, Guides Hall 2pm
6 Family Christmas story time, FTG Library page 22
25 Foothill Christmas lunch page 19
31 New Year’s Eve at FTG Bowling Club page 11

February
First week Knox Festival of Tennis

Would you like to help?

We are looking for a few people to read proofs during
the week before the paper goes to Press. Contact
Anne Boyd 9758 8278.

Would you like to deliver Ferntree
Gully News?
We need walkers for areas around Hancock Road, Mountain
Gate. There are also some areas off Windermere Drive where
no delivery is made. If you can help please contact distribution
manager Jenny Ford on 9758 1370 for details. The walking is
good exercise and takes about an hour six times a year. And
please let us know if the paper is not delivered in your street.

Advertising

Advertise your business in Ferntree Gully News
Prices begin at $60 inc.GST for anad size 60mm deep x 8omm
wide

2017 Deadlines for copy & advertising
Issue

Copy due

Distribution

45 February 13 Jan
3 Feb
46 April
10 March 31 Mar
47 June
2 May
2 June
email to gullynews@gmail.com
Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm
or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056 or contact MDLC 9758 7859
ABN 20 093 868 002

Knox City Council
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New Mayor Pearce
welcomes a busy year
Congratulations to the new Mayor of Knox,
Darren Pearce. Congratulations also to newly
elected and re-elected Councillors.
Mayor Pearce said he was humbled by his election
and looked forward to working with his fellow
Councillors over the next 12 months.
‘It’s going to be a busy but rewarding year,’ Mayor
Pearce predicted, ‘and it starts now.’ This is Mayor
Darren Pearce’s second term at the helm, having led
the Council in the 2013-14 year.
Staying well connected
‘I learnt a lot during that time about leading
a Council that commits to engaging with the
community,’ Mayor Pearce said. ‘This will be even
more of a priority this time around.’
The Mayor said he was committed to leading a
Council that delivers professional and effective
services and to do that within the limits set by rate
capping as well as the likely increase of 15,000 more
people moving into Knox over the next decade.
The new Knox Council is as follows
• Baird Ward – Peter Lockwood (Returned)
• Chandler Ward – John Mortimore (Unopposed)
• Collier Ward – Jackson Taylor (Newly elected)
• Dinsdale Ward – Adam Gill (Returned)
• D o b s o n Wa r d – J a k e K e o g h ( N e w l y
elected)

•
•

Friberg Ward – Tony Holland (Returned)
Scott Ward – Lisa Cooper (Returned)

•
•

Taylor Ward – Darren Pearce (Unopposed)
Tirhatuan Ward – Nicole Seymour (Returned)
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Mountain Gate

All out for Halloween

Surviving diabetes

Photograph by Barbara Oehring.

Halloween celebrations at the Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre were especially lively this year and
Christmas is likely to be even better.
It was not only the bright sunshine of a spring
evening that brought out crowds of fancifully dressed
and painted children. This was the first big event to
make the most of the new streetscape.

The Mountain Gate Shopping Centre’s main
‘promenade’ is proving once again that this is the
best shopping strip in the municipality. Wide new
pavements, fresh lawns, young trees and new street
furniture come into their own when the crowds come
out.

Urban legends and fond memories of the Club Hotel

Following the story in our October issue ,
commemorating the 150th anniversary of the Club
Hotel, readers have been telling us their stories.
They always have been telling stories about this
historic public house:
Local historian Ray Peace noted that ‘Rumour
alleges that notorious gangster Squizzy Taylor once
hid out at the Club Hotel. This may be apocryphal:
Squizzy would have had to be pretty mobile to hide
at all the locations he was supposed to have done.’
Your editor has been told about underground
streams and cellars full of water; of the time someone
drove a truck into the bar; and another time about a
contest to see who could dislodge a pick driven into
the boards of the bar floor.
Back in the day, it is said, you could see from the big
window in the bar straight up the slope to the cricket
pitch on Picketts Reserve. (These days, a widened
Burwood Highway obscures that view. ) So the bar
was an informal players’ room. It was not uncommon,
after a wicket fell, to see the next batsman, padded
up and bat swinging, crossing the road to take his
place at the wicket.

Sponsored by
Mountain Gate
Business Association

The following is a genuine story:
I loved reading the history of the Club Hotel in your
last paper. My husband and I are the first generation
of both our families to move to the Gully and have
lived here since 1992. Just a note to let you know my
family has yet another name for the Hotel, we call it
‘The Honeymoon Hotel’ as my grandparents caught
the train from Richmond to spend their Honeymoon
at the Club Hotel some 80 or so years ago.

My father will often take my son up there on a
Saturday afternoon for a raspberry lemonade.
Regards from Jo
And another
The Rainbow connection
As the years go by, despite the more ‘colourful’stories
from in and out of the place, the exterior of the Club
Hotel paint work has always been a sign of changing
eras. Whether it was blue, orange or yellow, the
Club Hotel always likes to maintain its heritage as
a ‘colourful venue’.
Darren
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Mountain Gate real estate agent Ray Abley recently
received the award of a lifetime – not for property
transactions but for living! Congratulations, Ray.
Diabetes Victoria awarded Ray the Kellion medal
for surviving type 1 diabetes for 50 years. The medal
is named after Claude Kellion who, having lost his
son to diabetes, made a significant contribution to the
support of diabetes management in Australia.
The seriousness of diabetes is often underestimated. Without early diagnosis and on-going
management, the risk of complications includes heart
attack, blindness, kidney damage and amputations.
Less than 100 years ago, type 1 diabetes was a death
sentence. Half the people who developed it died
within two years.
As a child, Ray could not attend school camps
because the management of his condition was
difficult. Since then, with careful management, he
has run marathons and worked as a builder and
estate agent for 42 years. He ran the Mountain Gate
Business Association of which he was president for
many years. He is also an outstanding supporter of
local community organisations especially Junior
Sport where he has been awarded a number of Life
Memberships.
Ray comments, ‘Firstly, as a child I was diagnosed
with type 1 diabetes and my parents were advised I
would never reach the age of 50. I passed that age
some time ago. Secondly, the Kellion medal proves
that times have changed. Diabetics can now live
equally to an old age if they look after themselves.
They can do this with the help of Diabetes Victoria.’
For more information about diabetes see the
website of Diabetes Victoria.
The association has a range of type 1 diabetes
services and support available. You can call the
Diabetes Helpline on 1300 136 588 to speak to a
health professional. You can meet other people with
diabetes at one of their support groups and check out
resources available in their online shop.

Community Bank
Christmas time for caring
For most people Christmas Day is a real time of
celebration and family, spending time together and
sharing a meal and exchanging presents. But for some
in our community unfortunately this doesn’t happen.
So once again Foothills Community Care will host
the15th annual Ferntree Gully Christmas Day Lunch,
for those who would normally be spending Christmas
alone or would miss out.
As in previous years, there will be the opportunity

for local customers and businesses to donate gifts
and non-perishable food items to be distributed to
clients of Foothills Community Care. Foothills run
a very successful meal program during the year, and
will provide a Christmas meal for up to 200 people
on Christmas Day (see more on page 19). Look out
for the Christmas tree in the bank branch early in
December and bring in your donations to be handed
on to Steve Barrington for distribution.
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Community Group Grants
presented

At the annual Community Bank Grant Awards this
year the Gully TOWN Club received a grant of $649
for a new computer. The Gully Men’s Shed was
awarded $2250 to purchase a defibrillator.

Ferntree Gully Bank Manager, Tina Leslie, presents a
cheque to John Pope for the Gully TOWN Club.
The Men’s Shed team receive their cheque to puchase a defibrillator.

Lending appointments
now available Saturday
mornings
Monday to Friday 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturday by appointment only 9.00am - 12 noon
Drop into your nearest branch at 67 Station
Street, Fern Tree Gully or phone 9756 0332 to
find out more.
bendigobank.com.au
Fern Tree Gully Community Bank® Branch
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. S52650–16 (321521_v1) (20/10/2016)

Merry
Christmas.
From all of us at Fern Tree Gully Community
Bank® Branch, best wishes for the holiday
season and thank you for your loyalty and
support.
Drop into your nearest branch at 67 Station
Street, Fern Tree Gully or phone 9756 0332.

bendigobank.com.au
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178
AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. S55406-07
(322721_v1) (31/10/2016)
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Community News

Learning from the stories
Interchange Outer East (IOE), a local disability and
family support organisation, hosted a ‘Your Story’
conference as an encouragement to staff, volunteers
and local families.
With the rollout of the National Disability Insurance
Scheme (NDIS) coming to Melbourne’s east in
November 2017, IOE’s focus on family wellbeing and
what young people want, will remain the same. Fred
Brumhead, the Chief Executive of IOE, explained
that there is great value in learning from what other
people have lived through.
‘We had a great variety of speakers on the day.
To inspire and enthuse us, local families shared the
stories of their own journeys as parents, as carers, or

as staff developing programs to meet family needs,’
said Mr Brumhead.
‘We heard from parents who have lived through and
thrived in the face of challenge, grief and loss. If we
can learn from people’s journeys directly, we as an
agency can continue to offer support in increasingly
meaningful and helpful ways,’ he said.
IOE has a rich history in support for families with
a person living with a disability. Its innovative,
individualised and group-based programs continue
to focus on the needs and wants of the service user.
Interchange Outer East is ready. For more information
on their services and how to plan and prepare for the
NDIS, visit www.ioe.org.au or call (03) 9758 5522.

SAVE

FREE

10%

LOAN

OFF YOUR

CARS

EXCESS

HAD AN ACCIDENT?
CALL US FIRST. WE HAVE A FREE LOAN CAR READY FOR YOU.
WE TAKE OUT THE HASSLE AND STRESS OF DEALING WITH INSURANCE COMPANIES
BY ASSISTING YOU WITH ALL INSURANCE CLAIMS


FREE QUOTES



TOWING SERVICE ALSO AVAILABLE



ELECTRONIC MEASURING EQUIPMENT



PAINTLESS DENT REMOVAL



STATE OF THE ART COLOUR MATCHING SYSTEM



WINDSCREEN REPAIRS & REPLACEMENTS



WE ONLY USE GENUINE PARTS



FULL DETAILING SERVICE WITH ALL REPAIRS



AMPLE OFF-STREET PARKING



ALL VEHICLES SECURELY GARAGED & UNDER 24 HOUR
CCTV SURVEILLANCE

WE OFFER A LIFETIME GUARANTEE ON ALL REPAIRS!
894 BURWOOD HIGHWAY, FERNTREE GULLY, 3156
PH. 03 9758 1815 EMAIL: ADMIN@UNIQUEBODYWORX.COM.AU
WWW.UNIQUEBODYWORX.COM.AU
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The All Abilities Superstar
Dancers

Gully News reporter Alice Collins visited
Interchange’s base in Station Street. She writes:
On Tuesday 27 September I met with a group of
young women, Melanie, Rebecca, Bronwyn, Kim,
Carly and their Interchange support worker, Jacki.
These enthusiastic young women form the Superstar
Dancers. They participate in dance sessions at Vibe
Studios (Kilsyth) on Tuesdays and cheer leading on
Fridays. Recently they placed third in a cheer leading
competition, receiving medals and a group trophy. (I
have seen the very impressive medals!)
In June the group participated in a concert held
at the Vibe Studios, dancing to music by Michael
Jackson, Beyoncé and Party Mix. One dance member
can perform a fantastic ‘moon walk’. Costumes are
made by the mother of Lauren (the dance instructor).
Organisations can book a free performance (contact
Jacki 9753 5369).
The young Superstars are involved in a variety
of other activities: Tai Chi at Croydon, cooking at
Ferntree Gully. On the day we met they were busy
planning events for a Footy Day to celebrate the
grand final. Hot dogs with rolls, party pies and most
importantly, tomato sauce. A trivia quiz has been
planned by Interchange staffer Tim.
The versatility of these young women is impressive.
One has a part time position at a local fast food outlet.
The group has also helped out at a child care centre in
Narre Warren and served afternoon tea at a retirement
village in Berwick. Weather permitting, they also
help out at the ‘Bluey and Alice Bunny Refuge’ in
Cockatoo, a facility for abused and neglected rabbits.
I believe ‘All Abilities’ is a great description of the
young women I met.
Alice Collins

Proudly sponsored by
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

Community News

7

Aston Community Awards honour local heroes
Cub Scouts ride for charity
The Cub Scouts in the City of Knox District jumped
on their bikes and rode from their scout halls to
Chesterfield Farm in Scoresby to raise funds and
awareness for The Margaret Pratt Foundation, Heart
Lung Transplant Trust.
What better way for them to celebrate the 100
Years of Cub Scouts than by supporting a charity,
getting out and about and, most of all, having fun?
The weather was not at all kind but everyone enjoyed
the carnival atmosphere: activities in the big circus
tent, show bags, raffle, lucky jars and of course the
BBQ. The Cubs collected sponsorship for their ride
and raised money from the day’s activities making us
very happy to have raised $1788.19 for The Margaret
Pratt Foundation.
On the day too, we were delighted to have pediatric
transplant patient Zoe and her family attend. At
the time of her operation, Zoe was the youngest
child in Australia to receive a double lung and
heart transplant. It was great to see her so active,
riding her bike alongside the Cub Scouts. Zoe and
Wendy Jenkins (Co-Chairperson of The Margaret
Pratt Foundation) were presented with their special
Scouting Ambassador Scarves.
Kerrie Coghlan, Event Organiser
Cub Scout Leader, 2nd Wantirna Scout Group
Committee Member,
The Margaret Pratt Foundation
See page 23 for more Cub Scout news.

The annual Aston Community Awards were held
in October to celebrate our local volunteers and
community groups who give their time, skill and
energy to helping others and making the Knox
community a better place to live in.
I was joined by community leader Phil Matthews
and the Principal of St Simon’s Primary School,
Phil Hesse, to select the 2016 winners of the Aston
Community Awards. My office received hundreds
of nominations for the awards, four of which were
selected as the winners of the four categories.
The overall winners in the four award categories
were:
Barbara Ellard – Seniors Volunteer Achievement
Award
Barbara is a long standing member of the Knox
Historical Society; she is a museum guide and often
presents to school tour groups. Barbara dedicated a lot
of time and played a significant role on the committee
which led the expansion of the Knox War Memorial

at the Ferntree Gully Arboretum.
Knox Infolink – Community Group
Achievement Award
For 25 years Knox Infolink has
provided assistance to many individuals
in the community who are struggling
with life in many forms of financial
hardship, family breakdown, domestic
violence or homelessness.
Shirley Teh – Individual Volunteer
Achievement Award
Shirley is a member of the Chinese
Association of Victoria’s executive
committee. As well as playing an active
role in fundraising activities, Shirley
has taken on a great role mentoring the young team at
CAV and sets an excellent example through her hard
work and enthusiasm.
James Philipsen – Youth Volunteer Achievement
Award
James has been a volunteer with Foothills
Community Care’s, Ferntree Gully Community Meal
Night on Wednesday nights for three years. He works
in the kitchen preparing meals and demonstrates a
commitment to helping others.
Our local volunteers are the glue to our community;
they build the social fabric and make our society a
better place.
Well done to all of our finalists and award winners!
Alan Tudge
Federal Member for Aston and Minister for
Human Services

The Alfred Hospital Heart Lung Transplant
Service is one of the largest clinical
programs for adult and children in the
field of lung transplantation in the world.
The Margaret Pratt Foundation is a major
benefactor of the research projects of
the Lung Transplant Research Team at
The Alfred. These projects are focused
on discovering the cause of chronic lung
rejection and developing treatments to
prevent it in both children and adults.
Please visit www.mprattfoundation.
com.au for more information about the
Foundation and the projects it is currently
supporting. The City of Knox District Cub
Scouts is very proud to have contributed
to this very worthwhile charity.

Ferntree Gully News December 2016
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Community News

News from the Gully Men’s Shed
Well it’s been a long, windy Spring with plenty of
tree rubble to clean up around the park recently. The
Men’s Shed only help with the smaller clean up, like
bark and twigs, while Parks Victoria do the big job
of clearing fallen trees.
Parks Victoria has kindly agreed to allow us the use
of another garage, meaning we now have 3 of their 4
garages for use by the Gully Men’s Shed members.
The newest acquisition will be used to store our
timber. We are very grateful for this extra space.
The Yarra Ranges Council has granted us almost
enough money to roof our new shade area. We are
working hard to erect the frame and have decided to
make it longer than first planned. This space will be
terrific for building outside in the warmer months
with shade and shelter but will be utilised in winter
too, as it will be a dry area to work while using our
portable work bench. I’m sure it will also be used for
socialising during lunch and the odd BBQ.
We recently made three billy carts for the Upper
Ferntree Gully Primary school and were thanked by
some of the children, which was fabulous. Next we
will make up more billy cart wooden frames and the
children will complete them.
We added new timbers to some acquired outdoor
tables with steel frames and intend to sell these off.
Two tables have a seat either side of the table; one
has only one seat.

WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Check Camber & Caster
Check Tyre Pressure
Straighten Steering Wheel
FRONT $39
FORNT & REAR $59

We meet on Mondays and Thursday between 9.30
and 3.00. We can be found to the left of the top car
park through the boom gate adjacent to the public
toilets in the Ferntree Gully National Park picnic

BRAKES & DISCS
REPLACE FRONT PADS
REPLACE REAR PADS

$59
$68

(Includes handbrake adjustment)

BRAKE FLUID FLUSH
DISC MACHINING
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$30
$25

grounds (or 1000 steps Kokoda Trail walk).
For further details or directions call our president,
Paul 0407 560 168 or our secretary, Geoff 0408 539
873

CFA Page

9

Always a busy time at Ferntree Gully CFA
On Wednesday 26 October, for the second year
running, the Mountain District Learning Centre
arranged a Fire Action Week forum. The meeting
focused on preventable house fires and preparation
for the coming summer season. Hopefully, those who
attended went home with a list of actions that they
intend to take in the near future.
‘Fun in the Village’ Day
Our fire brigade will conduct their annual Open Day on
Saturday 26 November. This is a fantastic opportunity
to discuss any of your home fire or bushfire concerns
with experienced volunteer firefighters. (Our Secretary
calculated that currently we have almost 800 years of
experience as firefighters!) We will have the little CFA
helicopter for the children to enjoy, as well as balloons
and give-aways. Local volunteer Knox SES members
will demonstrate how they remove trapped persons
from a motor vehicle. (CFA works closely with SES
as well as Victoria Police and Ambulance Victoria.)

Now for the coming summer fire season
I have recently returned from a week in the Bright
area. It was mostly cold and wet. In fact as we returned
home via Omeo, we encountered vast areas of snow
and ice around Mount Hotham. How could this be? It
is almost summer time and it is wet and cold.
We can’t predict when summer will actually start
but already there are concerns that the huge amount
of growth will mean that there will be a lot of fuel for
the fire season when the growth actually dries out.
Start preparing now!
If you live near or in bushland or grasslands, there will
always be a fire risk. If you holiday in coastal areas
or in country areas of Victoria, there may well be a
risk there. If you drive to work through a rural area of
grassland or bushland, then you need to understand
the risk involved in doing so.
Now is the time to begin removing potential fuel in
the form of small sticks, dry leaves, long grass, mulch

or the winter wood pile away from buildings so that
your home has some reasonable chance of survival
should we experience a bushfire. The gutters should
be kept clear of leaves and other fine fuels. Cleaning
up your property beforehand means that firefighters
have a far better chance of saving the property and if
you have to stay, you and your family have a better
chance of survival.
Have you and your family thoroughly discussed and
prepared a fire plan? Does it include your pets? In the
event of a fire, you may intend to leave but in reality
you may be unable to do so due to fallen power lines or
trees or fire vehicles blocking your street. Your street
may be blocked by others trying to leave at the same
time, or even residents still trying to return home.
Let’s all have a fire-safe summer in 2016 /2017.
Prepared by Brigade Member Graham Crichton

10 Sports Pages
When the Eagles Under 17s grandest dreams came true
Vicky Cassidy tells the story
Their grandest dreams came to fruition on 14 August
2016. Ferntree Gully Eagles Under 17 Premiership
side, along with coach, Danny Cassidy, assistant
coach, Nick Uren and advisor, Aaron Van Praet, once
again proved their worth, defeating Vermont by 74
points and taking out their third Grand Final in a row.
A little history in the making: 2014
This was going to be the year to remember for the
Ferntree Gully Eagles Under 15 A grade team. The
only worry was Rowville and Croydon.
Rowville had always been their nemesis; they were
big, strong, talented and a side that the Eagles always
admired and respected. In the Eagles’ eyes, Rowville
were the benchmark of the competition and a side that
they wanted to emulate. But as the season’s end drew
to a close, Ferntree Gully was defeated only once by
Rowville and Croydon.
The skills that the Ferntree Gully side showed
throughout that season were undeniable and in the
end unstoppable, leading to the first victorious Grand
Final win, against their sworn rival Rowville, by

40 points. The Eagles were ecstatic: to be able to
achieve what many boys dream of and many men
still yearn for.

It wasn’t about winning. It was about boys
growing into men
After finally achieving the goal of defeating Rowville,
it was time for the Eagles to set a new challenge. Now
they were asking: could they take on the challenge
of playing Under 17 Premier League?
Everyone around the league, and their own parents,
said they should not do it. They were warned that
the opposing teams would be so much bigger and
stronger. There would be
little hope of them being
able to win a game. (Possibly
Needing to have your Private
the perfect motivation?)
Information securely destroyed?
Parents were worried about
the safety of their boys who
Old Bank and Credit Card Statement, Receipt, Paperwork that shouldn’t fall into the
wrong hands. During the Month of December, collect those papers and come to
would be turning just15
years old but up against big
boys, potentially 17. Those
guys were going to be like
men!
They took on the challenge.
As the season went on they
On the days during December iShred Secure Onsite Document Destruction
were continually tested with
will destroy those sensitive documents from as little as $10.00* per bag On Site
injuries. They played six
with the latest technology from North America.
games with only 16 or 17
boys on the field. The Eagles
On every purchase you will receive: A Certificate of Destruction.
did not falter. They knew
Dates and Times of On Site Shredding
this season would be tough.
9.00am – 1.00pm
Comments were made, ‘Oh
Saturday

3rd Dec 2016

Saturday

10th Dec 2016

Contact us on 1300 763 688
Prices indicated are for typical domestic shopping bags or small boxes, larger quantities are acceptable at additional charges.

*

they are only from the fourth division club. What are
they doing playing here?’ By round 14 the Eagles had
won six games, placing them fourth on the ladder.
What an achievement for a team that shouldn’t win
a game! No opposition win was ever given easily.
They proved that, securing their spot in the finals.
They had taken on the best of the best and
triumphed. The final score Ferntree Gully 8.7.55
defeated Norwood 6.10.46. Not only did they win the
2015 Premiership against Norwood but they went on
to win again the following year.
The Under 17 Premier League for 2016 was to be
the last year of junior football. The Eagles knew what
they had to face. As for their old nemesis Rowville,
they hadn’t played against them for a whole season.
Rowville had also come off from winning their
Grand Final in the Under 17A Grade. Their first game
against each other was round five. Ferntree Gully
defeated Rowville by 11 points.
The last four games of the previous 2015 season
turned out to be the Eagles’ building blocks towards
a fantastic winning streak in 2016: 20 games in a
row. They were unstoppable and went on to cement a
third straight Grand Final with Vermont going down
to Ferntree Gully by 74 points.
With the dedication and commitment not only of the
players but of their coach Danny Cassidy, assistant
coach Nick Uren and team advisor Aaron Van Praet,
these boys young and old have built a team with
substance and friendships to last a lifetime . They are
also a group of exceptionally talented young men.
What does the future hold?


Dance lessons for 2 – 3 year olds
(Classes are music and movement with a dance component)

Trial lesson is free

How to find us:
5/7 Samantha Crt, Knoxfield
For further details, go to the
following website:
www.ishred.com.au

•

• Mondays at 4:00pm for ½ hour
Fees $50-00 per term (as per school terms)
• Concert participation optional

Call Noelene 0419 156 377
Classes held at: Ferntree Gully Uniting Church, The Avenue, FTG
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Sports page sponsored by
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

Sports Pages 11

Celebrating women in Australian football
Carol Fox, President of the Australian Womensport
and Recreation Association, recently checked out
the June issue of Ferntree Gully News at a charity
breakfast in the Melbourne Cricket Club Dining
Room at the MCG.
Photographer Gary Fevreau’s photo of the Ferntree
Gully Eagles Junior Girls teams was the attraction
along with Alice Collins’ article on their exploits.
The Australian Womensport and Recreation
Association (AWRA), exists to provide leadership
and a voice for women and girls in sport, physical
activity and active recreation. Their mission statement
says, ‘We celebrate the achievements and triumphs
of female athletes. We care about what happens to
females both on and off the field. We support females
of all ages to participate in their chosen roles in sport/s
and physical activity.’

Register now for Ferntree Gully
Eagles Juniors
There are two options for registration.

Option one
Sunday 20 November 2017 at Wally Tew Reserve
10.00am – 11.00am for under 8s and under 12s
11.00am – 12.00pm for under 13s, Under17s and
Girls teams
Option two
Register via the Club website
www.ftgeaglesjfc.com.au
Registrations now open
Fee Structure for 2017
1 child $220 and $15 for EFL insurance
2 children $350 and $30 for EFL insurance
3 children $425 and $45 for EFL insurance
New addition for 2017
Every membership comes with a free season 2017
Club hoodie.
Carol Fox (right), President of AWRA at the MCG
Charity Dinner.

In 2007 AWRA conducted a national survey of
sporting organisations and discovered that women
make up almost half the number of active participants
in organised sport but hold only seven per cent of
leadership and governance positions.
Since their foundation in 2005 they have campaigned
for equal rights for Australia's women’s basketball
team, the Opals, who were flown economy class to the
2012 London Olympics while the Boomers, the lowerranked men’s team were flown business class. For
more of their many achievements see their website.
AWRA Ambassador, Lauren Jackson AO, says,
‘Australia needs more strong, healthy women and
girls participating in all levels of sport and recreation
and taking leadership roles in all levels of life from
government to business, sport, schools and social
groups. Getting started is sometimes the hard part.
But it can also be as easy as getting off the couch, or
making a commitment to help make a difference, and
following through. ’

Ferntree Gully
Bowling Club
2A Glenfern Road
Ferntree Gully
Vic. 3156
Phone: 03 9753 5888
www.ftgbowls.com.au

FTG Eagles Juniors are on a high after Finals wins
three years running. See opposite for Vicky Cassidy’s
story.

Come and join us for a meal at the
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

Our Bistro is open
For lunch
Tuesday to Friday
12.00pm to 2.00pm
On Sundays
12.00 to 2.00pm
And for dinner
seven days a week
from 6.00pm

Ferntree GullyFor
News
August
2016
bookings
ring 9753
5888

12 Mountain District Learning Centre
Patricia’s path to a new life
Patricia Maher of Ferntree Gully had to face some
hard choices when she wanted to return to education.
Patricia had left school in Year 10 at the age of 16.
‘Back then’, she says, ‘school was almost robotic, just
going through the motions and nobody really cared
whether I passed or failed.’ She felt disconnected
from her peers and from education.
Eventually she decided to try again. She contacted
Mountain District Learning Centre, hoping a new and
local setting would help.
‘I didn’t think I could do it,’ she said, ‘but the
staff at MDLC believed in me; they gave me a shot.’
‘Through the support of my family and my amazing

teacher Ibbi I began to realise I could do it. I hadn’t
been to school since 2004 so everything had to be
re-taught to me. Because the classes are small, the
teachers can take the time to listen, and take the time
with stuff I actually needed help with.’
Patricia found studying at MDLC suited her return
to education. She has made many friends and now
has a sense of belonging, of connectedness to all the
staff and students at MDLC.
‘The teachers are so supportive and I feel very
comfortable at MDLC. I am especially grateful to
my English Teacher Ibbi, who helped improve my
grammar and gave me confidence in writing essays.’
Patricia has come a long way since then. She now
has hopes and dreams for the future. She would
like to be a social worker and help others to travel
a similar path, to face life’s multiple challenges.
Patricia believes ‘You are not in a position to help
others until you sort yourself out.’
Doing the VCE has given Patricia greater confidence
in her ability to learn. ‘I will be back next year to
complete my other two subjects. MDLC has given
me a second chance to complete my education. It’s
helped me to come back at my age, now 24. I have
more maturity to focus on what needs to be done to
achieve my goal. I feel like I can accomplish things if
I set my mind to it. I used to think I couldn’t succeed
in learning because I left school at just 16.’

VCE 2017 enrolling now
Adult VCE is available to anyone who is over 18 and
has been out of full-time school for at least one year.
They have to complete only 4 subjects (8 units) at year
12 level, with two being English at any level. Adult
VCE is also a great way for adults to expand their
general knowledge and to experience the vitality that
comes with a mindset of lifelong learning mindset.
See Mountain District Learning Centre’s website
for details of courses in 2017.

By Karen Seymour, teacher at MDLC
Students in the new garden at MDLC.
Ibby Fulu, Teacher at MDLC .

Joshua’s story

A place to reinvent yourself

I am a twenty-one year old male who struggled
at mainstream schools because of bullying. This
led to huge gaps in the essential skills needed to
progress further in one’s education. At school I felt
overwhelmed by the pressures placed on students
to succeed. I was out of any form of schooling for
six months and almost lost hope of finding a school
setting to suit my circumstances until I found, at
Mountain District Learning Centre, a place that gave
adolescents and adults an opportunity to build an
education.
At MDLC the staff and teachers are some of the
kindest people I have ever met. The atmosphere is
surreal and euphoric, a tranquil setting where students
are empowered to do the best they can possibly
achieve. I feel MDLC succeeds through its smaller
class sizes and the variety of subject materials and

programs. Involvement with other community groups
on the campus unifies the positive experience.
My goal at the start of 2016 was to finish year
12 VCE. I believe that without the consistent
support and dedication from the staff, teachers and
students, I would have lacked the vigour to achieve
it. Now, I find I have grown more, intellectually
and psychologically, in one year, than in my entire
life. My confidence in myself, a trait I lacked at the
beginning of 2016, has doubled through engagement
with my peers and with teachers who encourage
student’s thoughts and opinions in class discussions.
MDLC offers many other educational opportunities
One I attend is a philosophy group where people
come together to discuss subjects concerning
the conscience of everything. The group is very
liberating, enriching to young and old - a place to
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build a broader knowledge base and develop deeper
understandings. Although age distinguishes most
attendees the group thrives on different perspectives
and is a testament to mutual respect. For me, this
group is optional, one of many on offer.
Throughout the year MDLC has supported me and
many others. I can take pride in my new excellence,
and thank my friends, family and MDLC for having
unwavering faith in me.
MDLC is not your past; it is a place to reinvent
yourself, an opportunity to be the change you want
to be.
Joshua Dade, former student of MDLC

‘Caught on camera’ 13
Discovering dark room secrets
‘It was fun and educational’, say the nine students
from Fairhills High School who had a go at learning
digital photography during term three. Together with
Knox Photographic Society (KPS) and Mountain
District Learning Centre, the young people learned
about aperture, shutter speed, depth of field, and light,
as well as tripods, lenses, umbrellas and flash.
As can be seen in these photos, the painting with
light activity was a lot of fun. It’s done in a dark room

with a slow shutter speed and a torch. One person
‘paints’ an image with the torch while the other person
takes the photo.
‘We also liked photographing the musical
instruments using the silhouette technique’ they said.
MDLC and the students want to thank Knox
Photographic Society and Fairhills School for their
involvement in this project. They loved it!
If anyone would like to know more about

photography, contact KPS at www.knoxcameraclub.
org. They offer beginner courses and a range of
different activities.
The words and pictures project has been supported
by a grant from the Knox Council Community
Development Fund.
Below: Torchlight and shadow photos by students at
Fairhills High School.

‘Starting early’
was photographed
by Barbara
Oehring at
the opening of
MDLC’s new
Students’ Garden.
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14 Where the blue of the night...
Come along to a special
experience,
The Twilight Blues Festival
a first for Ferntree Gully Village.
In Station Street near the Railway Station
From 4pm to 8pm and beyond:
Live music, food trucks, local eateries open
extended hours
Free screening of Blues Brothers movie at
the Wattle Club
Around the Bend Coffee Shop serving
mocktails, cheese board, Mexican soul food.
Open until 8pm
Popular take-away Fresh Pantry in Alpine
Street, will be serving their specialty roast
rolls
And there’s more
Two local fish & chip shops, Chook Station
and Pizza,
Restaurants:
In Station Street: Loi Yang and Thai
In Forest Road: Indian, Paddy’s Tavern, and
Captain America’s.

ge

Villa
at Ferntr ee Gully

Friday 25th November 2016
BLUES MUSIC BY DAVE DIPROSE & DAVE BRIMACOMBE //
4 - 8pm, Station St // Free
FOOD STALLS // 4 - 8pm, Station St // Various prices
BEER & WINE // 4 - 8pm, Station St // Price per glass
HISTORY & MYSTERY NIGHT TOUR OF CEMETERY* //
7.30pm canapes & 8.30pm tour, The Hut Gallery & Cemetery //
$15 // Bookings essential via MDLC website
PHOTO COMP & SCREENING OF BLUES BROS MOVIE //
8pm, Wattle Club // Free

The Blue Dandenongs Twilight Festival & Fun in the Village project has been
supported by a grant from the Knox Council Community Development Fund.

Professional Dog Grooming
We love dogs
Ph. 9758 3458
20 Alpine street, FTG & we think
Tue - Fri 9am till 5pm they deserve
9am till 5pm
Sat
the best

www.supermutts.com.au
August 2011
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...meets the gold of the day 15
All the fun of a family Fair
In Station Street and The Avenue
CFA Open Day, Christmas Tree Exhibition,
Children’s Storytime and Trail, live music
Rock and roll dancers

fun in the village
at Ferntree Gully Village

Saturday 26th November 2016
CHRISTMAS TREE EXHIBITION // 10am - 2pm Saturday & Sunday,
Uniting Church // Free
CFA OPEN DAY // 10am - 2pm, CFA, The Avenue // Free

Vintage cars
RAVE Hairdresser crazy hair
Free massage chair at Demi’s Radiant
Hands in Station Street
Jennifer Anne’s Cup Cakes stall
Coffee shops and bakeries:
Around the Bend Café with music by
the Mae Collard Trio
Coffee Bliss (with the best view in town)
Ferntree Gully Bakery,
Alpine Street and Rapture Café in Forest
Road.

FERNTREE GULLY LIBRARY // 10am - 2pm, CFA, The Avenue //
Kids craft, treasure trail, latest library apps // Free
FACE PAINTING // 10am - 2pm, Station St // Free
CAR BOOT SALE // 10am - 2pm, Station St car park // $10 per car
JUMPY CASTLE // 10am - 2pm, Railway Station // Free
STALLS IN STATION ST // 10am - 2pm
LIVE MUSIC (MOONSHINE COALITION, SAVANNAH ROSE,
& TOBASCO TOM ROGERSON & BAND) & TRADER ACTIVITIES //
10am - 2pm, Around the village // Free
FASHION PARADE // 11am, CFA, The Avenue // Free

These events are proudly brought to you by

www.mdlc.com.au | 9758 7859

Shop 3/107 Station Street
Ferntree Gully
Your local IGA community store

Seniors
Discount
087 Ferntreegully IGA A5 Postcard.indd 1

Great
Weekly
Specials

Home
Delivery

10/09/14 3:47 PM
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16 Arts Page
Innovate. Surprise. Inspire
Immerse, one of the largest and innovative exhibition
programs in Australia will be surprising and inspiring
audiences again in November.
Developed by Knox City Council in collaboration
with over 40 artists, exhibiting in 30 everyday spaces
over 30 days, Immerse gives people the opportunity
to experience artwork in unexpected places, while
also supporting local artists.
From street art to stencils, textiles to ceramics,
sculpture to photography, glass to installation,
Immerse represents an array of artistic styles and
mediums.
The Immerse exhibition program is open from
12 November to 12 December 2016. A catalogue
will accompany the exhibition program and will be
distributed around Melbourne and at the Immerse
exhibition venues. A list of sites is now on the website
knox.vic.gov.au/Immerse
Immerse exhibition sites in Ferntree Gully are:
The Hut Gallery, 157 Underwood Road
Ferntree Gully Community Arts Centre, 1010
Burwood Highway
Ferntree Gully Library, 1010 Burwood Highway
Chosen Bean Café, Shop 11a Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre, 1880 Ferntree Gully Rd
The 1812 Theatre, 3 Rose Street, Upper Ferntree
Gully
Coonara Community House, 22 Willow Road, Upper
Ferntree Gully

157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

The shape of things to come

Our city is in a state of flux: climate change,
rapid population growth, housing affordability,
technological advances such as driverless cars and
shifts in the labour market are all gearing up to
permanently change both the look of our city and how
we inhabit it. Section 32 is a site-specific immersive
installation that consumes a residential home in
Boronia, creatively looking at what the stand-alone
suburban house may be like by the end of this century.
As part of the Immerse program, Knox City Council
invites you to visit the house at 231 Boronia Road
and be part of this interactive art installation. Section
32 will be open Mondays and Saturdays from 12
November to 10 December 2016, 10am to 4pm and
bookings are required knox.vic.gov.au/Immerse

The Ferntree Gully
Arts Society announces

the Annual Treasures & Gifts
Christmas Market

Sunday 6 November to Sunday 11 December
Open Saturdays and Sundays
from 11.00am to 4.00 pm.
An opportunity to buy unique gifts for family and
friends: A variety of unframed paintings, textiles,
handmade jewellery, pottery and china painting,
and a variety of handmade cards.
Many Treasures indeed!
All welcome, free entry.

Also
The immerse Exhibition
in the Hut Gallery

We will be hosting the immerse Exhibition
from Saturday 11 November
to Sunday 11 December.
Open Wednesdays to Sundays
from 11.00am to 4.00pm
immerse features artists,
Jeremy Swan, Jordan Devlin and Deb Casey.
Come along and have a look
all welcome, free entry
The Hut offers workshops and classes in different
mediums, in Life Drawing, Still Life, Portraiture,
Drawing and different forms of Printing
For more details Phone 9758 8955
or visit our website:
www.thehutgallery.wordpress.com

Immerse exhibition at The Hut: Wunderkammer group artworks by Jeremy Swan, Deb Casey and Jordan Devlin.

August 2011
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Knox 17
U3A Knox hosts another great Art Show
Saturday 8 October, a superb spring day, saw the
opening of the 20th Annual Art & Craft Show, run
by the Knox U3A. This year the organisers made the
decision to separate the Craft show to a date in April
2017 so this show concentrated entirely on graphic
arts. Submissions were of an exceptionally high
standard, making the judges’ task all the more difficult.
(Shirley Dougan of The Hut Gallery was judge of fine
arts, and Barbara Oehring of photography.)
President Stephen Damm welcomed the Mayor
of Knox, Cr. Tony Holland, who opened the show,
and presented the Mayor’s prize to Alison Clark for
her work Morning Rest for Two Siblings. MPs Alan
Tudge, Nick Wakeling, Heidi Victoria and Kim Wells
all attended, and made presentations to prize winners.
Stephen then paid tribute to the organising committee
and volunteers who have maintained the high standard
of this event for yet another year.

Valuable prizes were on offer, in each of the categories,
made possible through the continuing generosity of
the sponsors of the Art Show. Additionally, a number
of entries were deemed desirable enough by patrons
to be purchased.
Some of the principal prize-winners were:
Ferntree Gully Toyota prize for Best In Show
Anglesea, Victoria by Draga Gelt
Bendigo Bank prize for Runner-Up, Best in Show
Rural Afternoon by Julie Lundgren-Coulter
Knox Environment Society for Best Landscape
East Coast, Tasmania, Russell Halden.
Best Pastel Our Time, Robert Diss – presented by
Nick Wakeling MP.
Best Oils Life in the Blue, Zhong Hua Fan – presented
by Cr Peter Lockwood.
Best Water Colour Maligne Lake, Ian Sinclair –
presented by Alan Tudge MP.
Best Other Media Vigilance in the Winter Forest,
Alison Clarke – presented by Kim Wells MP.
Best in Photography Outside Looking In, Mark
Dent – presented by Heidi Victoria MP.

Left: Winning Entry of Best in
Show, Anglesea, Victoria by
Draga Gelt.
Right: Toyota manager presents
the Toyota Prize to Draga.
Photograph by Barbara
Oehring.

Helloworld Travel presented an Encouragement
Award to Elizabeth Cole for Looking Out; the Kath
& Don Brown Appreciation Award went to Lesley
Moore for Night Time Story and the People’s Choice
Award, voted on by patrons of the show, went to Julie
Doig for her study, Kookaburra.
Local radio station, 98.1 Eastern FM was on hand
again, with their mobile studio, adding to the mood
of the event interviewing members of U3A, artists,
visiting dignitaries and patrons, as well as providing
an eclectic mix of music for everyone’s enjoyment.
A number of stalls, all manned by U3A volunteers,
contributed to the enjoyment of the day.
We at U3A cannot stress enough, our gratitude for
the generosity of sponsors, and the hard work put in
every year by volunteers, all of whom have ensured
the success of the Knox U3A Annual Art Show. We
look forward to similar success at the Craft Show, to
be held in early April 2017.
For more information about Knox U3A and its
activities, telephone 9752 2737, or visit our website
at www.u3aknox.org.au.
John Ford, Publicity officer

18 Churches
Playtime Page
Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156.
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156
Minister: Lt Angela Locke
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
Tel.9758 0217
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Worship
Sunday 8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist with hymns
Thursday 10.00am Holy Eucharist
followed by cuppa and chat
Christian Meditation Mon. 4.15, Tues. 9.30am
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

Symbols of Christmas

A highlight of the Village
Festival on 26 November (see
pages 14-15) will be a stunning
space for a display of one of
the best-known symbols of
Christmas, the Christmas tree.
The Christmas tree has long been a focus for family
and community celebrations. Ancient Egyptians
started the custom by bringing branches from palm
trees into their homes to mark the shortest day of
the year in December. European Vikings, pagan
Romans, druids of France and England, all decorated
evergreen trees with fruit to honour ‘the gods’.
St Boniface, a seventh-century English monk
called the fir tree the ’Tree of Life’ designating each
corner of the triangular shaped tree to represent the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 1531 was the first
time the Christmas tree was mentioned in print. The
practice of cutting down trees became so popular that
restrictions were introduced to limit the number of
trees to one per household. The forests were being
depleted! By the late 1800s there was a whole new
generation of decorations for the Christmas tree:
glass ornaments, silver and wire ornaments, tinsel,
and strung beads. In the 1950s a silver pine tree made
of aluminium was patented.
The Christmas Tree Exhibition at the Uniting
Church endeavours to celebrate and share the
creativity and resourcefulness of individuals and
groups within our community while honouring the
‘Christ’ in Christmas. Schools, groups and clubs have
been approached to exhibit their tree following a
theme of their choice. Examples of these could be: a
‘Geomtree’ for a maths theme or a ‘Carpentree’ for a
woodwork theme. Let your imaginations take flight.
Everyone is encouraged to enter a tree in the
festival competition with a prize for the best entry
and commendations for entries exhibiting special
creativity.
At the Uniting Church’s festival venue there will
also be a craft table where people can decorate a
small wooden Christmas tree suitable for a table
display or make simple Christmas decorations. And
each customer at our cake and coffee café will be
given a Christmas tree decoration.
To enter the competition, email ftg.uca@gmail.
com or phone Tina on 9753 6522.
Come and join in on 26 and 27 November.
Tina Sleeman

Left: On Remembrance Day students from Ferntree
Gully North Primary School attended a Service at
the War Memorial in the Arboretum. The service was
conducted by Hurtle Lupton and the children placed
red poppies on the beautifully landscaped memorial.

August 2011
Ferntree Gully News December
2016

Beyond our comfort zones: the
meaning of Christmas
Another Christmas is nearly upon us bringing its
inevitable poignant mixture of emotions.
Christmas is a sacred and special time of the
year, and not just for religious believers. Families
make plans to get together on Christmas Day. For
many, Christmas 2016 will be a time of sadness and
despair. It will be a reminder of their own poverty,
both materially and spiritually, their loneliness and
alienation from relatives, or the loss of a loved
one. It is a time when we think primarily of family
celebrations and gift giving.
But we need to remember that Christmas belongs
also to the homeless, the poor, the broken, the
destitute, the drug addicts and the oppressed.
The shops bombard us non-stop with unrelenting
advertising. Christmas is not called the ‘silly
season’ without reason. Money changes hands as if
going out of fashion. In many ways, the Christmas
season has become a period when we, the public,
play Santa Claus to the shopkeepers. Possibly, from
a commercial point of view, if Christmas did not
already exist, it would have been invented!
Yet Christmas is not just about satisfying the
retailers. For Christians, the real meaning of
Christmas is to celebrate the birth of the infant Jesus,
born not in a blaze of glory but in an occupied thirdworld country, a country of poverty and oppression.
The heroes of that first Christmas were a travel-weary
homeless couple expecting their first child. After his
birth, they were forced to flee as refugees to Egypt.
Sounds like what many refugee families are still
experiencing in the 21st century. This simple story
embodies the true spirit of Christmas. It teaches us
that God is on the side of the poor.
Christmas puts poverty, suffering and sadness four
square in front of us. It means that we must try to
look beyond our own comfort zones and become
people who are prepared to reach out to do what we
can for those who lack even the basic necessities of
life. I guess the moral of the Christmas story is that
unless we experience the real spirit of Christmas –
remembering all those who do not enjoy what we
enjoy – there is no true Christmas. There will only
be tinsel and lights and so much outward show. Sad
but true.
Peggy Spencer is a Gully News writer
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St Thomas Community Fair
19 November 10.00am to 3.00pm
at 12 Mountview Road,
Upper Ferntree Gully
It’s our 110th birthday and we are in party
mode for the whole weekend!
All are welcome!
Something for all ages
from kids to 110 year olds:
Seven Beans Foods tasty take away:
chips, dim sims, samosa, Vietnamese
rolls, sausage rolls, ice creams, soft drinks,
cappuccino & espresso, popcorn, fairy
floss.
Kids’ activities: show bags, guess the
lollies in the jar (win jar!), playground,
balloons, bouncing castle.
And home made bakes, sweets, cakes,
jams, raffles & prizes, handmade craft gifts
for sale perfect for Christmas! Devonshire
teas, sausage sizzle, potted plants,
seedlings and flowers, fresh produce
market.
We love you, we need you, we want you to
come join in the fun!

Parish supports street kids in Kenya
The social justice group at St John the Baptist Parish
in Ferntree Gully is supporting an innovative project
to help street kids in Nairobi, Kenya
Alfajiri Street Kids’ Art is a registered community
based organisation founded and icurrently directed by
Lenore Boyd (no relation to the editor of this paper!),
an Australian artist and a volunteer who came to
Kenya working with Missionary of Charity fathers.
Lenore wanted to help the street kids to get out of the
street and find a better life.
In Nairobi there are up to 60,000 children living
on the streets (United Nations data 2015). They are
abandoned or forced to flee to the street because of
poverty and neglect in their families.
It is clear to anyone who spends time with kids
on the street that this is a life of destitution, hunger,
desperation and rejection that no one should have to
live. It does not take much to smile and show respect
to these children and to give them a hope for the
future. Alfajiri Street Kids’ Art strives to support these
street kids by giving them a chance to create their
own artwork and find their dignity. Their work will
be exhibited in art galleries in Nairobi and eventually
around the world.
The kids themselves say, ‘We are talented, creative,
intelligent kids. We are Kenyan. We have dreams and
long for a future. A future where we can have a home

and can be accepted and respected for just being who
we are, kids just like yours. We have dreams that one
day we will find our families and a way to have a job,
or a career. They will see that we are worthy and we
have so much to offer. This is our dream.’
Lenore thanked us for our donation. ‘Thank you
so much ... I am very grateful. The money you have
given is so welcome and will help to support these
kids now numbering around 20, plus another 20 in
art workshop who are still on the street, but we are
trying some outreach to them in the form of their own
art work and opportunity to create.
Lenore adds, ‘I spent some time today in Nairobi
town with Simon, the first boy I helped to leave
the street. It was in 2012. He was shaking from
glue addiction and living in the rubbish. He is now
becoming a lovely young man, studying in boarding
school near Mt Kenya and doing very well. He was
reunited with his single mother and siblings and never
returned to the street. And he is now writing his story.
I am so proud of him.’
If you would like to read more or make a donation,
please visit their website http://www.alfajiristreetkids.
org/
Patrick Sawyer for the St John the Baptist
Parish, Social Justice Group

Christmas Day Lunch 2016

On 25 December Foothills Community Care will
host our 15th annual Ferntree Gully Christmas Day
Lunch, for those who would normally be spending
Christmas alone or would miss out.
It is a lunch, with over 200 people, a lunch filled
with all the Christmas goodies, great Christmas food
and snacks, entertainment for kids and adults and of
course a visit from our very own Christmas angel
with gifts for all.
This event is only possible with the support of our
local community, in terms of volunteering on the
day or before, providing goods, food, presents and
financial support to help make it happen.
If you would like to come on the day or support in
any way please email us at stephen@foothillscare.
org.au or call on phone 8711 8677.
The lunch is held at St John the Baptist Parish Hall,
Forest Rd in Ferntree Gully, from 12noon -3pm. For
more info visit us on the web at www.foothillscare.
org.au

Bathroom items can be recycled too.
See what’s possible for you.
CARDBOARD
AEROSOLS

PLASTICS

Aerosol cans, bathroom
plastics, cardboard boxes
and toilet rolls can all be
recycled. So let’s take Knox’s
recycling efforts further than
the kitchen. Start bathroom
recycling today, and put your
rubbish to work.

Find out what to recycle at
knox.vic.gov.au/waste

Stephen Barrington

Ferntree Gully News December 2016

20 Food
Gingerbread folk and houses

Run, run, as fast as you can…
You can’t catch me I’m the Gingerbread Man…
‘Tis almost the season to be jolly. Apart from Santa
Claus himself, what could be jollier than gingerbread
folk and their houses?
Gingerbread has become cinnamonous (or rather
synonymous) with Christmas.
Have you ever wondered why gingerbread is
typically associated with Christmas time? Have you
noticed how little gingerbread house kits crop up on
supermarket shelves in the festive season?
According to Wikipedia, in 17th century Europe
only professional gingerbread bakers, who belonged
to a guild, were permitted to bake gingerbread. An
exception was made at Christmas and Easter, when
anyone was allowed to bake it. So the baking of
gingerbread became a special holiday tradition.
The history of gingerbread can be traced back
further than the 17th century though. Gingerbread,
in various forms – from soft, moist ginger flavoured
cakes to harder biscuits, has been baked and eaten
all over the world for hundreds of years.
Apparently, the first known recipe for gingerbread
came from Greece in 2400 BC. Chinese recipes were
developed during the 10th century.
Gingerbread may have been first baked in Europe
at the end of the 11th century. (It is believed that
returning crusaders brought back the custom of spicy
bread from the Middle East.) Gingerbread, often
shaped and decorated to look like flowers, animals,
birds or even armour, was a favourite treat at fairs
and festivals in medieval Europe. For centuries,
several towns in England and France hosted regular
gingerbread fairs. Some women gave their favourite
knights a piece of gingerbread for good luck in a
tournament, or superstitiously ate a ‘gingerbread
husband’ to improve their chances of securing the
real thing.
The practice of moulding gingerbread into
different shapes was fashionable in the court of
Queen Elizabeth I of England. She allegedly had
gingerbread figures created for important guests in

Barbara Oehring photographed this amazing gingerbread house at the Tabulum & Templars
Christmas Fair in Bayswater.

an actual likeness of the guest. Our gingerbread folk
of today are a lot simpler in design and are normally
made with cookie cutters.
Gingerbread is sometimes used as decoration rather
than food. Germans are known to use gingerbread
as Christmas tree decorations, while in Norway
and Sweden people decorate their windows with
gingerbread shapes.
The tradition of making ornamented gingerbread
houses started in Germany in the early 1800s.
According to some researchers, the first gingerbread
houses were inspired by the well-known Grimm‘s
fairy tale ‘Hansel and Gretel’ in which the two
children, abandoned in a forest, find an edible cottage.
After this book was published, German bakers began
baking and decorating fairy-tale lebkuchenhäuser
(gingerbread houses). According to other food
historians, the brothers Grimm were speaking about
something that already existed.

Open for Sunday breakfast

There is not much open in the village on Sundays
so this is an event. Your editor decided to visit. In
the absence the usual row of parked cars in Forest
Road the view across the village from the table in the
window was enjoyable.
I was welcome to put together my own menu from
the list of hearty-looking breakfasts. So: orange juice
and champagne, scrambled eggs on toast and a double
espresso. The eggs topped with chives came on two
slices of toasted home-made bread and the coffee was
good. The usual friendly service in Paddy’s Tavern
extends to brekky too. Try it out for yourself.
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In Germany, gingerbread is made in two forms:
a soft form called lebkuchen and a harder form
(typically heart shaped) which is still sold at fairs and
Christmas markets in many German towns.
My mum once carefully baked and crafted a
magnificent gingerbread house for my brother’s
birthday. It looked so good that we didn’t want to
eat it. By the time we eventually tried to eat it, the
gingerbread was inedible.
Ginger helps preserve the ‘bread’ so it can be kept
for several weeks if it is stored in an air-tight container
(and not wrapped in plastic as our gingerbread house
was). For a long term option, one may also freeze
gingerbread in an air-tight container.
www.taste.com.au has a number of festive
gingerbread recipes, starring ginger, cinnamon and
honey, if you’d like to get baking.
Have a festive, fun holiday.
Gemma Franks

Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP
for Ferntree Gully
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Fairhills Primary School - a hidden gem

Bursaries for Fairhills High
Ferntree Gully Freemasons, Bendigo Bank and
Freemasons Foundation provide Bursaries for
Fairhills High School students.
As the result of a joint venture between the Peace &
Loyalty Masonic Lodge, the Freemasons Foundation
and the Ferntree Gully Branch of the Bendigo
Bank, students of Fairhills High School will each
receive a $500 bursary providing financial assistance
with their educational requirements next year.
Harold Boddy, a member of the Peace & Loyalty
Masonic Lodge passed away and specified an amount
of money to be provided to the Lodge to distribute
to a local charity. The Lodge decided to start a local
school scholarship.
Last year these three organisations joined together
for the first time and provided bursaries for six
students from Fairhills School.
The initial venture was so successful that the amount
provided for next year’s students was increased
to $6,000, $2000 from each of the contributories
,and bursaries of $500 will this year be given to 12
students.
The Peace & Loyalty Masonic Lodge has been part
of Ferntree Gully since 1920 and for some years had
been keen to provide a bursary for students. Harold
Boddy’s generous bequeath made this possible. The
Masonic Lodge approached the Ferntree Gully Branch
of the Bendigo Bank who immediately matched the
money provided by the Lodge. A further approach
was made by the Lodge to the Freemasons Masonic
Foundation who again agreed to match the amount
provided by the Lodge.
Knox Community Financial Services, of which the
Ferntree Gully Branch of the Bendigo Bank is part
of has pledged $2000 each year into the future for
such a bursary.

School building wins award
Fairhills Primary School is located in Manuka Drive,
Ferntree Gully, just off Scoresby Road near Fairhills
High School. It is a small school with approximately
150 students but it really is a ‘hidden gem’. The school
has recently been re-built with $4 million from the
state government. The building has already won a
design award and is now in the running for a second.
Outdoor facilities include three separate playground
areas, a large sandpit, an oval, an outdoor stage with
sound-shell, a wood-fired pizza oven for school
community use, and recently renewed landscaped
gardens, along with brand new garden beds for
vegetables and herbs.
A slogan of this P to 6 school is: We share. We learn,
We laugh, We play! What could be better in these
fantastic facilities? This is an exciting and vibrant 21st

century learning environment with many specialist
programs offered, programs which larger primary
schools do not provide. The staff and teachers are
dedicated and caring.
Some of the specialist programs offered include
music, LOTE (Mandarin), performing arts and
physical education. Through the school’s association
with Deakin University it participates in the ‘Aim,
Aspire, Achieve’ program for senior students.
Transition for 2017 enrolments begins on 16
November.
For school tours or further information:
P: 9758-3007
E: Fairhills.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
W: fairhillsps.vic.edu.au
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22 Points of view
Shopping for wisdom

Tenants, landlords and mutual
obligations

Whence morality
‘Are you a moral person?’ It’s a confronting
question. Most of us would say in answer, ‘Yes.
Of course.’ So what does it mean? Where do your
morals come from? Are they a part of you, no more
or less than your height, your eye colour or your
hearing? Are your morals innate? Do they derive
from some sacred text? From your parents? Do they
change? Are they negotiable? Why do you behave
the way you do? Do you reckon I know? Of course
not – but I’ve given it lots of thought and I think I
know where my own morals come from.
If I were the only person on this planet I would
behave just as I liked. There would be no one else to
consider. Nobody else to satisfy. Nobody to care for.
Nobody to seek favour from. There would be just
me and I would do as I pleased. That’s scenario one.
Enter another person – so starts scenario two.
Immediately my behaviour changes. I look at this
person who is not precisely the same as me and
realise that if we are going to get along together
then I might have to change my ways. Those
changes that I elect to make are, I believe, my moral
agreement with this world. Prior to this person
arriving there had been no concept of stealing. No

concept of killing another human. No concept of
running off with somebody’s darling-heart. Now,
however, I have to consider all of these new things
and decide what to do. How I ultimately react is
surely a measure of what we categorise as morality.
I think I’m tracking ok to this point, but now comes
the tricky bit.
The test of all this comes when the newcomer
doesn’t sign up to the same code that I just worked
out. He steals my chickens. He dumps his rubbish
in front of my place, and smokes mind-changing
substances in the middle of the night. He is driving
me batty. So, what am I to do? Do I stay with my
moral code? Maybe move away? Do I kill him?
Life indeed is a bit of a teaser. If I decide to
stay with my moral code then I now have to
accommodate 7.3 billion of these strangers. Is it
any wonder that they know me by my first name
at Dan Murphy’s?
Peter Stagg is a member of the
Mountain District Learning Centre’s
Philosophy Group

Things are getting tougher out there for young people
today to purchase a home. As a consequence, many
are looking towards renting as a long-term solution.
Many countries in Europe have a high rate of renters,
especially Germany, where home ownership in 2014
counted for only 43% of the population. Many people
like the option of renting. It can be more convenient
to their lifestyle, gives them great flexibility, less
commitment and doesn’t necessarily ‘tie’ them
down. However, although it’s always been the great
Australian dream to own our own home, perhaps in
many circles this paradigm is changing?
There are though a number of rights and
responsibilities in being a tenant, as there are in being
a landlord. Tenant rights include that the premises
are safe, fit to live in, in a good state of repair, with
reasonable security and with a key for every lock.
Tenants also have a number of obligations. For
example that they pay the rent on time and do not use
the premises for illegal purposes; that they keep the
premises clean and the garden alive.
Similarly, the landlord needs to keep the premises
clean and fit to live in from the start of the tenancy;
must comply with health and safety laws and pay
all charges, levies, premiums, rates and taxes. If all
these obligations are adhered to by both parties there
is usually never a problem!
Have a safe and enjoyable Christmas season - from
the Abley Real Estate team.
Andrew Ward

Funny you should say that...
“HOPE FOR THE BEST,
PREPARE FOR THE WORST”

Summer at Ferntree Gully Library

Roger L’Estrange 1702

BETTER TO
BE SURE!

© Pete Rowe 2016 www.peterowe.com.au

Sales Manager, Abley Real Estate

F e r n t re e G u l l y L i b r a r y &
Community Arts Centre
1010 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
Book at Ferntree Gully Library on
9800 6455, or online on the
Eastern Regional Libraries website
- www.yourlibrary.com.au
Ferntree Gully Library is a branch
of Eastern Regional Libraries
Opening hours: Monday-Wednesday 10am-8pm,
Thursday & Friday 10am-5.30pm, Saturday 10am-1pm

iPad or similar device that is going to be yours at
Christmas? Book into a free one-on-one eLearning
session at the library to get you started with our
free eBooks, eAudioBooks, online magazines &
newspapers, digital films and much more.
Do you need a cool place to work on your laptop
or iPad over summer? Use our free Wifi and stay in
the cool in the library.
Ferntree Gully Library can help you have a great
summer!

Are you busy preparing for the summer holiday
season? Looking for ideas for Christmas baking or
presents? Planning activities for the longer summer
days? Wondering what the latest good reads are so
that you can enjoy them over the summer break?
Working out those renovations or the gardening that
you plan to do after Christmas? We have lots of good
books, information, and ideas for you.
Are you thinking that you will need help with the

Family Christmas Storytime

Ferntree Gully News December 2016

Join us in the library for our annual Family
Christmas Storytime Evening on Tuesday 6 December
6.30-7.30pm.
A special night of stories and songs, with Christmas
Carols from the children of St John the Baptist school
choir. Bookings essential on 9800 6455 or online at
yourlibrary.com.au

Community News 23
Saving Pterostylis
Knox Environment Society’s volunteer Colin Turner,
a retired horticulturalist and landscape gardener, has
for over three years been the committed champion
in leading a dedicated team of KES volunteers, in
responding to ‘Pterostylis rescue missions’.
Pterostylis is a genus of about 120 species of plants
in the orchid family, Orchidaceae. Commonly called
greenhood orchids they are terrestrial, deciduous,
perennial, tuberous herbs found in Australia, New
Zealand, New Caledonia and one Indonesian island.
(See the article in Wikipedia.)
With the increasing development and destruction
of habitat essential for healthy and harmonious
flora and fauna regeneration, we are also seeing
the decline of many indigenous plants. Pterostylis
(native orchid) was once common in the eastern
regions of Melbourne. It is now in declining numbers
, scattered in bush land and reserves within the Knox
municipality.
The Garden Club from the Knox Bunning’s Store
have supported KES in the building of a new Orchid
House. Without this KES would not have the capacity
to nurture and grow the indigenous Pterostylis species.

Native Orchids: Pterostylis curta (extinct in Knox)
and Pterostylis nutas grown in the KES Orchid House.

The Orchid House, together with Colin’s passion and
skills in development and propagation, means that
some of our endangered native orchids, including the

Clowning around with the Cubs
Early in October 70+ Cubs (aged 8-10 years) and
leaders converged on Clifford Park Scout Activity
Centre, in Wonga Park. We had gathered for an
amazing ‘Circus’ themed Cub Pack Holiday. The
leaders were all dressed as performers and other
circus characters and the Cubs all dressed up as
clowns.
The Cubs rotated through 6 activities over the
weekend.
• Circus crafts: The Cubs created Juggling Sock
Balls, Ribbon Sticks and Juggling Sticks. The
Cubs had a great time not just making the items,
but learning to perform with them.
• Circus Orientation: The Cubs learned to read a
compass and following an orienteering course.
I believe no Cubs became completely lost and
all learnt plenty about the surrounding area.
• Archery and Circus-themed Scavenger Hunt:
Leaders and Cubs alike were seen scratching
their heads, trying to work out the imaginative
circus clues. The Cubs loved the archery and
their skills improved dramatically during the
time they had there.
• ‘Side Show Alley:’ Under a Big Top Cubs tried
their hand at making stilts out of tin cans and
also using wooden stilts. They threw dripping
sponges at brave (or fool-hardy) Cubs who had
poked their heads through target holes. They
tried Sjoelen, a Dutch shuffleboard game, and
used catapults to knock over tin cans. Lots of

now extinct Pterostylis curta, have the opportunity to
regenerate and grow in the safety and security. When
Colin and the KES rescue team are informed of the
location of threatened native orchids (such as in areas
being developed, or around fallen trees), they visit
the area and attempt to save the Pterostylis plants,
documenting the original location. Several species of
Pterostylis have been successfully grown to maturity
and to ‘flowering stage’. The hope, in this race against
time, is to grow adequate numbers to re-establish the
plants in their natural habitat.
KES Plant of the Month: Pomaderris racemosa,
a great (native) screening plant.
More information on indigenous native plants and
Pterostylis, on volunteering requirements and events
conducted by KES is at: info@kes.org.au
Visit the nursery located in the parkland opposite the
Ferntree Gully Library. Enter off Burwood Highway,
Melway’s reference 74 A5. Open on Thursdays,
10.00am to 4.00pm and Saturdays and Sundays 10.00
am. to 1.00 pm.
Zoe Peltekis
KES volunteer

laughter and fun was had.
• Variety Trio: The Cubs started off playing
volleyball, then tried out the hoola hoops and
finished off having a ball with an enormous
parachute. The parachute was the favoured
activity for this base and the Cubs loved making
the balls jump high in the air.
• ‘Challenge Valley’: This challenge was
personal – did you dare try Clifford Park’s
infamous commando-style course? This was
the most popular event, showing that even if
the results were very muddy indeed, Cubs love
a challenge!
On the Saturday night ‘Rick the Magician’
performed a superb magic show. The leaders and
Cubs were spell bound! I wish I knew how the various
tricks were performed!
Our Cubs and Leaders, from nine of Knox District’s
Cub Packs, made and renewed many friendships. It
was a camp that was not to be missed!
If you are interested in trying Scouting go to: http://
www.vicscouts.com.au/join-us.html
4th Knox, 8th Knox and 1st Ferntree Gully are the
local Scout Groups. You can try three nights for free!
So come along and join in the fun. Scouting is for
youth from age 6 to 26 years and after 26 lots of fun
is to be had by becoming a leader!
Nicole Klep, District Leader Cub Scouts
Ph: 9758 9477
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Market Fair: Vintage and Makers

Be aware, with Market Fair, Northcote, Brunswick
and Seddon have come to Ferntree Gully!
The big retail site on Burwood Highway displays so
many goods: furniture, home wares, records, books,
soaps, candles, baby goods and more. I have found
something to purchase each time I have visited. One

domain that caught my eye contained finely made felt
products. This encouraged me to to attend Hawthorn
Town Hall to see a fascinating exhibition by the
Victorian Feltmakers Association.
Sometimes I just wander around the site to look
at what’s for sale. Many items remind me of home:

of my grandparents and parents. A recent addition is
a domain, to your left as you enter, for flowers and
plants. The delightful perfume draws you in.
New stock arrives daily. You will see experienced
traders bringing their goods on trolleys to their
'domains'. I was very impressed with the quality and
appearance of goods for sale.
The market is curated by the owner Mark and a
team of like-minded people.
Word of mouth gets the message around to local
artists and traders who apply to participate. Each
trader or maker is then operating as a small business.
Alice Collins
Market Fair is at 2/794 Burwood Highway
Ferntree Gully. Ph. 9758 9477

CNAV 2016 Awards for Ferntree Gully News

The Community Newspapers Victoria conference
this year was held in Bendigo with about 50
attending from around the state. Editor Anne
Boyd, formatter Jens-Kristian Toft Hansen and team
member Mary Trinnie attended on behalf of Ferntree
Gully News.

Best Photograph – Finalist
Ferntree Gully News
‘Don’t Laugh! This is Serious!’
Photographer: Barbara Oehring
Judge’s comment:
‘Carefully timed to capture the kookaburra’s
amused expression, well lit, and with a narrow depth
of field to remove distracting detail, this is an eye
catching and well-executed nature photograph. In
immediately grabbing your attention and directing
you to the story – in this case about how council is
dealing with a threat to habitat – it does exactly what
a good newspaper photograph should do.’

At the conference Ferntree Gully News received
the following awards:
Best Newspaper – Finalist
Ferntree Gully News
Judge’s comment:
‘This entry stood out for its powerful, front-page
close-up photo of a kookaburra – an arresting
image by Barbara Oehring which beautifully distils
the edition’s focus on appropriate development
in Ferntree Gully. Quality photos were a feature
generally of this newspaper, combined with readable,
informative articles, news and events that residents
would seek out, e.g. Scouts, Victoria Day celebrations,
CFA fire advice, schools and church news. Articles
were highly readable and well edited. Page designs,
too, were attractive with judicious use of white
space, appealing page straplines and good use of
the excellent photographs. This is a community

newspaper that clearly cares about its readership. And
its readership also cares about the newspaper, being
well-supported by local business advertisements and
contributors.’

August 2011
Ferntree Gully News December
2016

As at last year’s conference Gully News was
runner up to the winners, Warrandyte Diary, in both
categories!
Also from Knox were David Gilbert, editor of
the Rowville- Lysterfield Community News and
Janet Claringbold, editor of the Studfield-Wantirna
Community News. The latter paper was winner of
the award for best design and layout. The Foothills
Magazine (Coonara House, Upper Ferntree Gully)
won the Award for the best story by a person under18.

Environment 25
The source of the Nile, or Indiana Ford and the missing spring
British explorer John Hanning Speke is credited with
having discovered the source of the Nile River in
1858 after many attempts filled with hardship, danger
and risk. It all pales into insignificance alongside
our recent attempt to locate – or rather relocate – the
source of our own Blind Creek on the slopes of One
Tree Hill.
The family of my long-time childhood friend,
Graham Bunnett, has lived at the top of Mountain
Road (now, sadly, Olivebank Rd) since the turn of the
last century, and we spent many hours in our youth
prowling the reaches of the hill above his house.
Graham’s father, Stan, would tell us that, in his
father’s time, bullock drivers used to water their stock
at the spring-fed pool that formed the commencement
of Blind Creek, but the constant tramping of bovine
hoofs collapsed the pool in on itself, and the spring
became just a fissure in the mountainside. Whether
that is fact, or urban myth, we know not, but Graham
knew the whereabouts of the spring and visited it
several times. I saw it, in his company, only once.
Graham recently returned to Ferntree Gully
on family matters, and it was great to renew old
acquaintances, but he will shortly return to New South
Wales. We decided, upon a whim, to see if we could
relocate the spring.
On the morning of Wednesday 7 September, with
the threat of rain present, and kitted with stout boots,
camera and more enthusiasm than good sense, we set
out on this expedition.
Blind Creek forks into two watercourses just
beyond the fire access gate at the top of Olivebank
Rd, and we knew that the main stream was the left
hand gully, so, without hesitation we plunged into
the light undergrowth and followed the creek bed
upwards. However, this plan was often thwarted as the
gully became choked with the bane of our childhood,
Sword-grass. This vicious plant reintroduced itself to
us very early in the piece, and reminded us of how

careful you need to be around it.
We began encountering pools of water in the creek,
but these were not running water, and we surmised
that they were collections from recent rainfall. We
had found no flowing water to this point, and we
had covered about four hundred metres. Many fallen
trees hampered our progress, and CFA comment
about how much fuel was on the ground up there,
was driven home.
In passing, I saw many plant species that I knew
in my younger years, and was pleased to find them
still abundant. Every now and then there would be a

sheltered glade with a population of tree-ferns, and,
in the understory, other species of fern, including the
Maidenhair Fern in abundance. The carnivorous plant,
the Sundew, was there, and I thought I identified the
deep green strappy leaves of the Greenhood Orchid,
once abundant in bushy areas of Ferntree Gully. They
were not in flower, however, so I was not sure about
the identification. I also noticed many species of
bracket-fungi on the fallen trees.
More pleasing was the abundance of native birdlife. In the town, we are largely restricted to ravens,
cockatoos Indian mynahs and magpies, but up there,
little more than a kilometre from the Gully township,
I heard the calls of at least a dozen small bird species.
I saw yellow robins and fantails, but most of the time
my eyes were focused on the next step. It is amazing
how a venture like this brings home the realities of
the limitations of age. Once we would bound up and
down these slopes with equanimity. Now we found
we were constantly picking ourselves out of the mud
after yet another slip or stumble.
After about seven hundred metres we began to
locate running water. Small trickles of water were
exuding from under the ground, but certainly not of
the size we recalled. It may well be that they were
just seepages of surface water, but we found many
of them in the next hundred metres or so. Invariably
the water would disappear underground again within
a short distance. We reached the fire-access track
shortly after, which we knew was above the spring.
Resting to catch our breath we assumed that either we
had missed the spring, it no longer existed, or it had
been reduced to those smaller outlets we had located.
A disappointing outcome for us, but we enjoyed the
challenge, and perhaps other expeditions may now
be mounted.
We returned via the fire-access track. Enough was
enough.
John Ford

Flight delayed. Gully News editor, Anne Boyd finds a
way to pass the time at Bangkok Airport.
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“For last year’s words belong
to last year’s language and next
year’s words await another
voice. And to make an end is
to make a beginning.” TS Eliot

T.S Eliot sums it up
beautifully I think, this
year may not have been
‘my year’ but next year will be better I
am sure. Here’s to better years, and new
beginnings.

Diana Brown

Life Activities Club Knox
Life Activities Club Knox is a non-profit, nonpolitical, non-religious body formed to assist retired
people or people nearing retirement to enjoy a
happy, active and stimulating life. Some of the group
activities they offer include:
Armchair travel, painting, theatre, badminton,
Friday Walkers, Bushwalking
Garden visits, Chinwaggers (Luncheon), Street
Orienteering, Walkers, Social outings, Cinema Water
Aerobics, Weekend Getaways.
For more information contact membership
Secretary on: 9762 3764 or Club Secretary on 9720
1037 Or check out the website: www.life.org.au/knox
SPAN east
Suicide Prevention Awareness Network is a notfor-profit organisation run by volunteers who aim
to raise public awareness of suicide. They provide
information to those affected by or at risk of suicide
and encourage connection to community and self.
For more information visit: www.spaneast.org.au
Green Foot Flicks – Knox Youth Film Festival
Knox Youth Film Festival are looking for short films
from local young film makers aged 10 to 25 years,
who live, work, study and have a connection to Knox.
Submit your film to be in the running to win prizes
and become a celebrity on the green carpet at Green
Foot Flicks on Wednesday 5 April 2017.
Films are due by Friday 17 February, 2017. For
full details and to download the application pack go
to www.knox.vic.gov.au or contact Kate Clark on
92988000 or kate.clark@knox.vic.gov.au
Bush Tucker Yarning Circle
Members of local indigenous communities meet to
share local Community knowledge about healthy
eating and bush tucker.
Where: Ferntree Gully Community Arts Centre, 1010
Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
When: Every 2nd Tuesday of the month
Time: 12:30pm to 3:00pm
Sessions are free and children are welcome. For
more information contact Vanessa on 9757 6254.

Walk and Talk
The Walk and Talk group is designed to increase
physical activity by walking in parks within the local
community. Join the group to meet people from your
community and improve your health and wellbeing.
Where: Local parks and walking tracks.
When: Every second Tuesday
Time: 10:00am – 12:00pm
Cost: $2 per session.
Prior physiotherapy assessment is essential.
Please call the friendly reception team fat EACH
for more information on 9757 6200
Breathe Easies
A program for people with stable heart failure or
those who have chronic respiratory lung conditions.
Breathe Easies is also suitable for people who
have completed a 6 week cardiac or pulmonary
rehabilitation program.
Where: EACH, Patterson Street Site, 75 Patterson
Street, East Ringwood
When: Tuesdays 9:00am - 10:30m & Tuesdays
11:00am – 12:00pm
Cost: $8 per session or $45 for 6 sessions.
For more information contact the friendly reception
team on 9757 6200.
FDS – Family Drug Support
Family Drug Support is a caring, non-religious
organisation which provides non-judgemental, nondirective support and information to families and
friends across Australia. They offer a safe place to
talk providing caring and confidential support where
one can listen and share with others facing similar
challenges and gain strength, skills, encouragement
and support. People who are dealing with associated
problems that arise when someone they care about
is using drugs or alcohol have gained therapeutic
support by attending the Family Drug Support groups
and have moved from crisis to coping. Family Drug
Support has a privacy policy which ensures the
confidentiality of any information received and with
matters discussed.
For more information call Debbie on 0412 382 812.
Where: Support Group meetings held at EACH, 1063
Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
When: Tuesday evening 29 November, 13 December
and 27 December.
Time: 6:30pm till 8:30pm.
Doongalla Homestead Walk
This walk starts at The Basin shopping Centre and
takes in heritage sites, local beauty spots, some of the
district’s earliest exotic tree plantings, and the site of
the magnificent late Victorian mansion, now a popular
picnic spot, and starting point for more challenging
walks for the adventurous.
The walk to Doongalla showcases the many and
varied environments that have attracted so many local
residents to the foothills of the Blue Dandenongs.
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Length: 8km return
Time: 2 hours
Difficulty: Medium
www.walkingmaps.com.au
Caribbean Gardens Pop Up Market
Caribbean Gardens and Market now offers themed
pop up markets each month. The themes have been
inspired from customer and community feedback.
It provides an opportunity for casual stallholders to
access and interact with new customers. The new
markets will also provide customers with a different
style of market at Caribbean Gardens.
November’s theme is Crafts/Homemade on Sunday
20 November
December’s theme is Food & Drinks on Sunday
18 December
January’s theme is Music on Sunday 15 January.
For more information or to arrange a stall go to
www.caribbeangardens.com.au/market/popup/
Where: Caribbean Gardens and Market, 1280
Ferntree Gully Road, Scoresby
The Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club
Are you interested in joining a low cost, supportive
and encouraging group of friends, who will help
you lose weight, by adopting a healthy, nutritionally
balanced lifestyle? We offer weekly weigh-in, menu
ideas and no points to count. Everyone is welcome,
Adults of any age or juniors from 14, accompanied
by adult.
When: Tuesdays 7.00pm - 8.30pm.
Where: Senior Citizens, 160 Underwood Road, FTG
Contact: 0481 848 696
ICRobotics Robo Camps/ Workshops
For anyone interested in the transition from LEGO
to LEGO technic and robotics. Robo Camps are an
exciting new robotics program right here in Knox!
Robo Camps are a unique and innovative way to
engage children in STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering & Mathematics). Camps are day
workshops for beginners, aged between 8 yrs - 16
yrs. Students will learn how to design, program &
construct a robot using Lego Mindstorms EV3, and
have fun challenges throughout the day! Places are
limited to 12 students per workshop, and students will
be taught by Australian Lego Robotics Champions,
ICRobotics. A team of young people who compete
in local, national and international competitions
annually.
Dates for workshops, 9.00am - 4.00pm, are:
14 and 21 November, 12 December 4, 5, 7, 8, 13 and
20 January
Cost: $90.00
Easy parking at Westfield Knox Shopping Centre,
Wantirna South.
Need to provide own lunch and drink bottle. Snacks
will be provided.
Book through ICRobotics website:

Playtime
What's
On 27
The Mae Collard School of Music is run by experienced voice and piano teacher Mae.
www.versiontree.com/icrobotics/10-generalcategory/80-robo-camps-schedule Whether you are a beginner student, pre-school or high school student, VCE, AMEB or Adult student, Mae will
tailor lessons to suit each students individual needs and goals. She prides herself on delivering quality music
lessons, creating an enjoyable and encouraging space to develop performance skills and musicianship.

Chocolate Emporium Day
Knox-Sherbrooke Royal Children’sTo Auxiliary
is
inquire or to book singing or piano lessons please contact Mae.
Email:
maecollardschoolofmusic@gmail.com
holding a Chocolate Emporium Day. Buy early for
Phone: 0411718422
Christmas! Cash/Credit card only.
All welcome, No RSVP required.
When: Wednesday 23Nov. Time:
10.30am
Where: 10 Glenfern Road, Ferntree
Gully.
Cost: $10 includes Lunch
New Members for the Auxiliary
always welcome.

Music lessons for all ages from beginner to advanced.

Your community contacts

Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com
FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise
Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Community Care 8711 8677
FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316 ,
playing at Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides Jane Meehan 0408 505 661. We
have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.
au or leave a message on their facebook page
Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets
2.00pm first Tuesdays most months. For venues and
information contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond, 1st
and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am3pm
FTG VIEW Club Isabel 9758 5435, fourth Mondays,
Knox Club 11.30am
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457460313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802

(The Gateway Shopping Centre)

Funny you should say that...
“SOMEONE WHO KNOWS THE PRICE OF
EVERYTHING AND THE VALUE OF NOTHING”
Oscar Wilde

COM ING SOON!

On ly 3 left!

WHEN IT 'S GONE
IT 'S GONE!!

Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve Moyra
Farrington 9762 5102
Gully Men’s Shed Paul Moloney 0407 560 168 or
Geoff Thake 0408 539 873
Gully TOWN Weight Loss Club 0481 848 696,
Tuesdays 7pm
Knox District Woodworkers Club Albert Bak 9758
4849
Knox Environment Society Irene Kelly 9763 8069
Knox Exercise & Social Group. Ronald Woodrow:
0400 602 925
Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays 1pm - 4pm
Knox Sherbrooke RCH Auxiliary: Ph 9345 5188
Knox Toy Library 10am-12pm Fridays and
Saturdays 0424 265 790

Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association 9758
7859 2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC
Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027, 2nd
& 4th Wednesday
Lions Club of Wantirna Paul Garrey 0400 823 441,
1st and 3rd Wednesday.
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.1511.45am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday,
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG John Flemming 9758 6532,
Mondays 6.45pm
U3A 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
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 Abley Real Estate has been established in the Knox area for over
 40
Abley
Real Estate has been established in the Knox area for over
years.
40 years.
 We
have over 100 years of real estate experience in the sales
 team.
We have over 100 years of real estate experience in the sales
team.
 We
have award winners on the team plus 5 fully licensed real
 estate
We have
award winners on the team plus 5 fully licensed real
agents.
estate
agents.
 Our
office
are residential and commercial/industrial specialists in
 both
Our office
sales are
andresidential
leasing. and commercial/industrial specialists in
bothare
sales
and leasing.
 We
a boutique
agency who knows our clients and the
 community
We are a boutique
well. agency who knows our clients and the
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well.Cancer Foundation supporter.
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are a Breast
 We
We have
are a aBreast
Cancer Foundation
supporter.
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with Junior sport and
 Knox
We have
high community involvement with Junior sport and
Littlea Athletics.
Knoxare
Little
Athletics.
 We
strongly
involved with the Mountain Gate Business
 Association.
We are strongly involved with the Mountain Gate Business
Association.
 Ray
Abley was awarded Knox Community Corporate Citizen of the
 Year
Ray Abley
wasoffice
awarded
Knoxawarded
Community
Corporate
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of of
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and the
has been
Knox
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YearYear
andon
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number
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the Year
a number
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 There
is aon
variety
of languages
spoken by our team.
 Multi
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is a variety
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languages
spoken
byhave
our team.

Real
Business
– we
the associated
 services
Multi Services
Real Estate
Business
we haveyour
the property
associated
and contacts
to assist
with –bringing
to the
servicesincluding
and contacts
to assist
with bringingdecorating
your property
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market
repairs
and maintenance,
advice
and
market including
andwe
maintenance,
advice and
financial
brokers. repairs
Therefore
can providedecorating
the best property
financial
advice
tobrokers.
buyers. Therefore we can provide the best property
advice to buyers.
 Developer
Connections – we’ve developed strong connections
 with
Developer
Connections
we’ve
developed
strong
connections
various
developers–and
builders
and can
utilise
their
with
various
developers
and
builders
and
can
utilise
their
expertise and financial position.
expertise
financialongoing
position.commitment to professional
 We
have aand
consistent,
 learning
We havefor
a consistent,
our team. ongoing commitment to professional
learning for our team.

Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858
www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au

