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Go Bradman! Come on Curry!
Inspired by the Sports Greats,
students at Mountain Gate Primary
School’s annual Gaters Games
excelled themselves this year. Their
energy and enthusiasm delighted
the families and friends who came
to share the fun on a recent bright
summer evening (see page 21).

E n e r g y, e n t h u s i a s m , a n d t h e
inspiration of local heroes, spill over
into the pages of this packed fortieth
issue of Gully News. More community
groups than ever before are reporting
on their events and activities.
Photo by Nicholetta Rigano.
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Home Page

From the editor

For your diary

Easter is early this year. So I find myself writing
an editorial for the April issue on Easter Sunday
morning.
This should be a happy day. But this week has
been overshadowed with news of the bombings
in Brussels. We join with the people of Belgium
in their grief and we hope we would share their
determination not to let our way of life be affected
by the threats of terrorists.
This thought is especially poignant as we compile,
for the 40th time, a newspaper presentation of the
way of life of a township on the fringes of another
great city.
We could be accused of recording trivia: Ferntree
Gully Bowling Club defeated their arch rival,
Warburton; the first woman has joined the Gully
Men’s Shed; a Saturday night dinner raises funds
for rickshaws to carry children to school in a village
in west Bengal; birthday greetings to a 90 year old;
and so on.
But all this is the stuff of a way of life: from the
youngest child at the Gaters Games learning to be
part of a team, to the wise words of the ‘invisible
man’ (page 24) who warns us not to let ourselves be
defined by stereotypes.
We who work on Gully News count ourselves
privileged to receive your contributions and to
fashion them each time into a picture of ‘the way
we live now’.
Keep on sending in the stories.

April
2 Season launch FTG Eagles page 6
3 Pets in the Park page 26
Upwey Country Music page 26
10 Demonstration Day at The Hut page 14
16 Street of Dreams, Music & Magic page 27
18 FTG VIEW Club page 26
24 Big Band Music, 1812 Theatre page 26
28 ‘By bicycle around Taiwan’ page 27
25 Anzac Day page 11
29 Closing date Community Bank Grant
Applications page 5

May

Never miss a chance to promote books - yarn
bombing at the 2016 Knox Festival.

Join the Gully News Team
We now have more than 50 wonderful
volunteer walkers and an enthusiastic
team in the office but we continue to look
for more helpers. If you would like to help,
either with gathering or editing news, stories
and photos, managing advertisements or
delivering the paper, contact Anne Boyd
9758 8278 or Jenny Ford 9758 1370, or
call in at our office at No. 8 The Avenue,
open Tuesdays 10.00am until 3.00pm or by
appointment at other times.

We wish all our readers the blessings
of this Easter season.
Anne Margot Boyd
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Looking for walkers

Thank you to those new walkers who offered
to deliver the paper since the February issue.
Distribution manager Jenny Ford reports that, apart
from occasional patches as walkers come and go, the
only area still not covered is that around Hancock
Road in Mountain Gate.
The paper comes out six times a year. If you do not
receive it at your place and would like to deliver it
please contact Jenny Ford on 9758 1370.

Advertise your business
in Ferntree Gully News
Prices range from
$60 for small ads
to $405 for half a page
email to gullynews@gmail.com

Find Ferntree Gully online

The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing.
The newspaper website is ferntreegullynews.com
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District
Learning Centre is mdlc.com.au
News and events:
ferntreegully.vic.au
lowergullytraders.com.au
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au
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Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are not necessarily
those of the supporting organisations unless acknowledged as such.
No endorsement of products and services is implied by the listing
of advertisers and sponsors. While every effort is taken to print
contributions accurately, the publishers take no responsibility for errors.
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Village Traders thank
loyal customers

The 2016 stage of streetscape works in Ferntree Gully
Village is nearing completion. Traders, especially
those in the Station Street shops south of The Avenue,
commended the patience of their clients.
‘We thank all our loyal customers’, said Linda
Higginbotham at the newsagency. ‘They have kept
faith with us under most difficult circumstances. The
road and pavement closures have been especially hard
for people with limited mobility.’
‘Progress comes at a price’, said Knox Mayor Cr
Tony Holland, on a quick pre-Easter visit to Station
Street. ‘However, we all look forward to a refurbished
village streetscape which will bring more business and
a much better shopping experience for all.

Knox Police warn of thefts from
cars

Knox police report an increase in the number of
vehicles being broken into overnight. Most vehicles
have been left unlocked.
Do not leave valuables in your vehicle.
Contact 000 immediately if you see suspicious
activity or Crimestoppers on 1800 333 000 if you
have further information.
Longstanding resident and newsagency client, Eileen Edwards, did not let access difficulties deter her from
her shopping routines.

Shop 3/107 Station Street
Ferntree Gully
Your local IGA community store

Seniors
Discount
087 Ferntreegully IGA A5 Postcard.indd 1

Great
Weekly
Specials

Home
Delivery

10/09/14 3:47 PM
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Mountain Gate

What do you like to see in a park?

Knox Council is preparing a masterplan to improve
the park located between Jack’s Cafe and Mad About
Pets and beside Adele Ave in the Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre in Ferntree Gully.
With your help, Council plans to make the park a
better community asset to reflect the changing needs
of the neighbourhood.
You are invited to tell the council what sort of things
you like to do in a park, such as exercisng dogs,
walking, jogging, tai chi, just relaxing, picnicking.
Would you prefer a quiet green space or an adaptive
active space connecting residents in a variety of uses?
There are lots of options.
Don’t miss your chance to have a say. Contact
Knox Council by visiting the Knox Council website
knox.vic.gov.au and search for Mountain Gate Place
Program or email them at mountaingatepark@knox.
vic.gov.au Or call in at Knox City Council, 511

Burwood Highway Wantirna South 3152 Or phone
9298 8000 and ask for Jane Kuchins, Place Manager
Other works in progress
In early 2016, the eastern car park will be upgraded and
re-asphalted in the evening. There will be preparation
works (concrete alterations, tree maintenance etc)
which will take a few days. The asphalting works
will be completed within 2-3 nights. All works will
cause a minimal disruption to customers.
In addition, the layout is being looked at to make
improvements for safety.
Photo above by Barbara Oehring

The Crispy Catch Fish and Chips

Anthony and John Siljanovski are the proprietors of
‘The Crispy Catch’. The business has been operating
for three years.
I didn’t know it existed until I read about it in
the review in the Age Good Food Guide. The shop
featured in Melbourne’s Ten Best Fish and Chips
Shops. So I went to investigate and sample the fish
and chips.
Anthony’s parents have been in the business for
20 years. His mother is Italian and his father is
Macedonian, it is a family-run business. Anthony
has worked with his parents from10 years of age. At
15 years of age he knew he wanted to be involved
in the business; he had a passion. So he decided to
‘jump in and do it.’
Anthony says, ‘Fish and chips shops have changed
over the years with a wider range of products
available. We have traditional and innovative
products.’
The batter is his father’s secret recipe using four
flours. The fish and chips are cooked in rice bran
oil. There are five varieties of salads, made on the
premises.
I enjoyed my fish and chips.
‘The Crispy Catch’ is in the Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre at Shop 9/854 Burwood Highway,
Ferntree Gully. Tel.9758 0700
Alice Collins

One stop shop for health foods
and more

‘Wholefood Merchants’ is a new and exciting health
food store in Ferntree Gully.
The range of health and whole food products is
extensive: organic produce, books, gifts, cookware,
crystals, jewellery, organic wines, make up and skin
care. Where possible, organic meats and fruit and
vegetables are locally sourced,
The manager, Jane Waite (left),
had twenty years’ experience
at the Knox Go Vita store at
Westfield Shopping Centre.
The vegetarian café is a delight,
with a very interesting menu.
My favourite is a scrambled
tofu, with a delicious berry
smoothie. Takeaway salads are
also available. New additions
are onsite nutritionist, osteopathy,
naturopathy and spiritual healing.
3/794 Burwood Highway,
Ferntree Gully. Tel. 03 9752
2772
Alice Collins
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Community Bank
Knox Community Financial Services
Limited reaches 15-year milestone
Ferntree Gully Community Bank® Branch has just
passed a 15-year milestone. From its early beginnings
opening for business on 27 November 2000, located
in a temporary premises at 109 Station St., we moved
into our first branch that actually had computers, cash
and stationery at 81 Station Street on the 21 December
2000. We moved in the current premises at 67 Station
Street, in November 2007. The Fern Tree Gully
Community Bank® Branch has contributed widely
to the community.

Congratulations to John and Tina

In August of 2004 a Community Bank® branch
in Rowville was established. It was located at
Wellington Village providing accessible services to
the wider community. Furthermore the Fern Tree
Gully Community Bank® Branch has provided over
$2.5 million in community contributions; with one
of the most significant being saving the local Post
office in 2005.

s.

e.
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Hurtle Lupton – Chair of Knox Community Financial
Services Limited presenting 15-year Service Awards
to John Surridge and Tina Leslie.

We are very proud to have two of our staff celebrating
15 years with the company. From the very beginning
of establishment of the Fern Tree Gully Community
Bank® Branch in 2000 both John Surridge and Tina
Leslie have both been part of the team.
John started as the Branch Manager for Fern
Tree Gully Community Bank® Branch and has
now become the Senior Manager for the Knox
Community Bank®Group. Tina Started off as a Part
Time Customer Service Officer. She has worked her
way up to Branch Manager at the Fern Tree Gully
Community Bank® Branch. At our Staff Christmas
Breakfast both John and Tina were recognised for
their 15 years service.

Our mobile lender
is available to come
to you.
Fern Tree Gully and Rowville
9756 0332 or 9755 8611

2016 calendars
A limited number of calendars will be available at the
Fern Tree Gully and Rowville Community Bank®
branches. Please contact staff to secure your copy.

2016 Community Grants
Applications are now open for the2016 Community
Grants. Grants will be made available to existing
customers of the Knox Community Bank®Group.
Closing date of Applications Grants will be Friday
29 April. Make sure to apply before the closing date.

bendigobank.com.au
Fern Tree Gully and Rowville Community Bank® branches
Bendigo
and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. S52650–18 (295628_v1) (7/03/2016)
Licence 237879. S52650–18 (295628_v1) (7/03/2016)

nk® Group

Branch – 67 Station Street, Ferntree Gully Phone: 9756 0332
Website: www.ftgcommunity.com.au www.bendigobank.con.au/ferntree_gully
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Community News

Proudly sponsored by
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

New sponsors for the Eagles

The Ferntree Gully Eagles Football
Club is delighted to announce that
Ferntree Gully Kia and Hyundai has
committed to the club as a major
sponsor for seasons 2016, 2017 and
2018.
They would like to take this
opportunity to thank Cameron Doidge
(dealer principal) and the team at
Ferntree Gully Kia and Hyundai for
their tremendous support and they
would like to encourage all players,
members and supporters to support
Ferntree Gully Kia and Hyundai as
they support the club.
The Ferntree Gully Eagles Football
Club is nearly 125 years old and is an integral part
of the Ferntree Gully/Knox community. The Ferntree
Gully Football Club is the largest Australian Rules
football club in the city of Knox and has junior sides
from under 8s right through to under 17s. There are
also now two girls’ sides and an all abilities side. Our
senior division has an under 19s team, two senior
sides and now two netball teams. The Ferntree Gully
Eagles Football Club is also affiliated with both Kent

Nominate your local
volunteer hero for an
Aston Community Award

Park and St Johns AusKick centres.
On Saturday 2 April their season launch will be
held at Wally Tew Reserve. The day also coincides
with two junior and three senior practice matches.
The official start to the 2016 season kicks off at
Wally Tew Reserve against Kilsyth on Saturday 9
April.
We hope to see you there and throughout the year.

Go Gully!
Ferntree Gully Eagles Football Club
Proud, Professional, Inclusive, United
Respect Excellence Discipline Engagement Responsibility

From Thinking Day to Big Games
Term one has flown by for the Ferntree Gully Girl
Guides.
The girls attended the Knox District Thinking Day
event held at Dobson Park, partaking in activities
based on the world Guiding centres. The girls had a
fantastic night, making new friends (with the leaders
catching up with old friends), building rainmakers,
decorating double-decker buses and taking part in the
globally recognised event. Thinking Day is celebrated
on the birth date of Lord and Lady Baden-Powell

(22 Febraury, 1857 and 1889), the founders of the
Guiding movement.
The Watermelon Guides (11-14 year olds) kicked
off the year with a camp to Britannia Park, taking
part in a weekend of archery, hiking and admiring
the stars (okay, maybe the leaders liked this more
than the girls). The best quote of the weekend would
have to have been, ‘We are sleeping on the grass?’.
The other big event of the term is the stall at
the Knox Festival. The Guides ran a marquee
over the weekend to promote their
organisation, using Big Games to
draw in a crowd. The Guides would
like to thank the Knox Council for the
community grant used to purchase
the games.
Well, after such a busy time
someone thought we were in need
of a good place to sit (a thoughtful
person dumping some couches at our
hall), the Guides will be back with
enthusiasm for a very busy term two!
Come down and say hello! knox@
guidesvic.org.au

August
2011
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Do you know an individual or community group that
does something special in our local community that
may go unnoticed?
You may wish to consider nominating that person
or group for a 2016 Aston Community Award.
The Aston Community Awards celebrate local
volunteers and community groups who give their
time, skill and energy to helping others and making
the Knox community a better place to live.
We have some outstanding volunteers in our
community and the Aston Community Awards are
a chance to recognise them. It is important that we
properly thank these individuals for all of their work.
The Aston Community Awards will recognise local
volunteers in four categories:
• Youth Volunteer Achievement Award
• Individual Volunteer Achievement Award
• Community Group Achievement Award and
• Senior Volunteer Achievement Award.
The Aston Community Awards ceremony will be
held on Friday, 10 June at 6.30pm at the Knox Italian
Club in Rowville. All are welcome, but RSVPs are
essential. Nominating is a simple, two minute process
and self-nominations are welcome.
Nominations are now open and will close 5pm on
22 May.
Nomination forms can be completed on my website
at www.alantudge.com.au or by contacting my office
on 9887 3890.
Alan Tudge MP
Federal Member for Aston

Community News

7

100 years of Cubbing!

This year marks the 100 year celebration of weather was perfect and the Cubs had an absolute ball. from age 6 to 26 years and, after 26, lots of fun is to
Cub Scouts and what a year Scouts Victoria We all got to enjoy a CUBcake that was decorated be had by becoming a leader!
and the City of Knox have planned!
with ‘100.’ If you look closely you will see them in
Nicole Klep
On 21 February, the Cubs and Scouts headed to the ‘100’ Cub pic!
		
District Leader Cub Scouts
Our next celebration will take place on 19
Lilydale Lake to celebrate Founder’s Day, the first
of many celebrations this year. Founder’s Day was March when all Cubs are invited to join in Baloo’s
actually a double celebration, as we were celebrating Picnic at the Melbourne Zoo. It is anticipated that
the birthday of our founder, Lord Robert Baden approximately 3,000 Cubs will join in this celebration,
including the King of Sweden!
Powell, and 100 years of Cubbing.
If you are interested in trying Scouting and
We ran a round robin afternoon of activities. Cubs
were involved in a sand castle competition, digging celebrating 100 years of Cubbing go to: http://www.
for treasure to reveal a hidden message, a ‘capturing vicscouts.com.au/join-us.html
You can try three nights for free! So come along and
the flag’ game and canoeing with the Scouts. Canoeing
was by far the favourite activity by the Cubs. The join in the fun and adventure. Scouting is for youth

We welcome our first female
member

The Gully Men's Shed had a short break over the
festive season to spend time with our families and
friends. But we are back in full swing again meeting at
the Ferntree Gully National Park shed every Monday
and Thursday.
We've had a successful sausage sizzle at Bunnings to
raise funds for bits and bobs at the shed. We've made
a play kitchen and bench seats for the little ones at
the Haering Road, Boronia play group.
Our most exciting news is that we have a new
member join us recently and she is our first female
member. We welcome Robyn and invite other ladies
to join us. Our title may be ‘men's shed’ and we are
a member of the Australian Men's Shed but that does
not restrict us to purely males.
We now have approximately fourteen members.

Our garden hot houses are still not utilised and we
welcome any green thumbed groups wishing to make
good use of them. For further details please contact
Paul 0407 560 168 or Geoff 0408 539 873.
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A great season for Ferntree Gully Bowling Club
In the semi-finals, the first, fourth and
fifth teams all had convincing wins, but
the third team went down to UpweyTecoma. In the sectional finals, held on
Sunday 6 March, (unfortunately) the fifth
team was beaten by Mitcham, while the
fourth team went down narrowly to Narre
Warren.
However, the firsts covered themselves
in glory with a solid win over perennial
rivals Warburton, and will thus be
promoted to the First Division in the
Bowls Vic. Pennant competition next
season. The fourth and fifth teams will
Standing, from left: C Bell, A Rushton, M Ritchie, P Vernon, G
Senn, J Facey, T Poole, B Raisbeck, J Sartori, G White, T Chalwell also be promoted next season.
Midweek Pennant did not enjoy quite
(emer.), T Nicholas, F Mohren (emer).
the
same success, although the fifth side,
Kneeling: L Stephens, D Carroll, G Rodwell, J Krstev, P Whitley.
finishing second, will play in the finals.
A regular supporter of the Ferntree Gully News, the At the time of writing, they had not commenced the
Ferntree Gully Bowling Club has just concluded finals series, but the club is confident that they shall
probably its finest season of lawn bowls in its history. do very well.
The club continues to seek active bowling members
The club enters five teams in Saturday Pennant, and
five in Midweek Pennant. At the conclusion of the to become a part of this vibrant and successful club.
regular Saturday season, the club’s first team finished Even if the cut and thrust of competition sport does
on top of the ladder, the fourth and fifth sides finished not appeal, there are plenty of opportunities at the
second, and the third side finished third, all of them club for social bowls. Coaching is available for
thus entitled to participate in the finals series, held novices, and full details of membership requirements
will be found on the club’s website, www.ftgbowls.
on 5 and 6 March.
com.au or call our office on 9753 5888.
John Ford

Melbourne Eastern Ranges Bocce
Group setting their sights high

Volunteer Michael Migliaccio coaches a very special
group of people in a modified form of indoor bocce
(a game similar to lawn bowls).
The group meets on a Friday night at the Knox
Italian Community Club, Rowville, and, with support
of the Club, are hoping to compete in the Regional
and State Championships in 2016 and 2017, and the
following year in the Special Olympics.
The bocce game for the Special Olympics is
different from the normal bocce, using coloured
plastic-resin balls and not the usual steel bocce balls.
Michael would like people with special needs in
the Knox area to come and try this simple and nonstrenuous bocce game. Newcomers are welcome.
The Melbourne Eastern Ranges group currently
practising will attend the state tournament in Bendigo
in April 2016.
If you would like to sponsor, or would be interested
in joining, this friendly and welcoming group please
contact: Michael Migliaccio, Knox Italian Club
Bocce President 0419 330 977; or Ian Varey, Group
Coordinator 0425 705 494; or Helen Sullivan,
Membership Officer 9706 2584, 0404 100 924.
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Meet the Woodworkers

The Knox Woodworkers Club (formerly Ferntree
Gully Woodworkers) has been going for 28 years.
There are around 200 members, of which 25 are
female. Members meet at premises in Glenfern Road.
Groups at the club include: furniture makers, wood
carvers, toymakers, woodturners and rocking horse
makers.
The woodworkers also run a Kid’s Corner at the
Knox and Stringybark Festivals to help the kids put
together racing cars, teddy bears, tool boxes and dolls
cradles, to name a few.
Last year the members made over 600 wooden
toys and gifts and donated them to: the Foothills
Community, the Knox Toy Library, the William
Angliss Hospital, St Vincent De Paul and Knox
lnfolink.
The club has an open day in August every year.
Venue: 45 Glenfern Road, Ferntree Gully
When: Monday to Fridays 9.30am - 2.30pm
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday nights 6.30pm
– 9.30pm
Saturday Mornings 9.30am -12.30pm
Contact: 9758 4849

Community News
Knox-Sherbrooke Royal Children’s Auxiliary in Ferntree Gully
The Knox-Sherbooke RCH Auxiliary was founded in
1977. This year we are celebrating our 39th birthday,
a wonderful achievement.
The foundation began like this. A member’s child
was involved in a serious accident and spent many
months in intensive care and rehabilitation at the
hospital. Eight people attended the first meeting and
today, 39 years on, we have 52 members. Some of
them, including the founder, were inaugural members
of this auxiliary; we also have many supporters in the
local community.
Over the years we have raised many thousands of
dollars toward the funding of much needed equipment,
including oxygen monitors, x-ray equipment and
neo-natal beds. We also fund the music-therapy

department, an area of vital and innovative care with
the Royal Children’s Hospital.
New members are always welcome:
If you would like to join us, or, need more
information, please phone the Auxiliary Office at the
Royal Children’s Hospital on 9345-5188.
Fundraising events in 2016 include: in May, a bus
trip to Phillip Island; on 15 June, Horizons of Hope;
14 September, the 39th Birthday Speaker: Yvonne
Cowling, the Possum Lady; 23 November, Chocolate
Emporium.
The auxiliary conducts craft sales on Saturday
mornings in fine weather at 10 Glenfern Road FTG.
You can buy handmade quilts, babywear, preserves,
plants and more.
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Still some places for Junior
Football

The Upper Ferntree Gully Junior Football Club is
looking for players for the 2016 season. The teams
train at Dobson Reserve, Francis Cres, Ferntree Gully
from 5.30pm to 6.30pm mid-week. The season starts
on Sunday 10 April.
They are looking for players in the following age
groups:
Under 8 - born in 2008
Under 9 - born in 2007
Under 10 - born in 2006
Under 11 - born in 2005
Under 12 girls only team - born between 2005 and
2007
Under 17 - born in 1999 and 2000
For more information, please contact the Club via
upperferntreegullyjnr@efl.org.au
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10 Ferntree Gully CFA
No letting up for local CFAs
As I write this news item to be released during April, it
looks like the Dandenong Ranges and Yarra Valley may
have avoided major bushfires over the summer period.
This is a great result as it indicates that apart from fires
which may begin beyond our control (lightning, powerlines
clashing, vehicle crashes etc.) we, as residents, have shown
care and responsibility during those potentially dangerous
summer months.
Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade held three community
meetings in early to mid January and we were very pleased
with the attendance at those meetings. In total, almost 180
residents took part in meetings held at Birdwood Ave.,
Phillipa Ave. and Hansen Road, and within Koolunga
Native Reserve.
Interest was clearly demonstrated by the number of
residents who stayed after the meetings to further talk
over their bushfire concerns with our very experienced
firefighters.
And now for something different!
What on earth is FRAPP?
Well, over the past year, Ferntree Gully CFA Volunteer
Fire Brigade members have been considering what we,
as individuals and combined as an organization, consider
to be ‘our values’.
With an experienced CFA facilitator to lead us, we
focused on five words we at FTG CFA believe describe
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the values that are the most important to our brigade and
to our community.
Let me explain them to you.
Family. Family, to our Brigade members, means our own
families and our ‘Brigade Family’. We are very conscious
that we cannot neglect our own family as we perform our
important community duties but at the same time we need
to look after our ‘Brigade Family’. These are our members
whom we rely on, day in and day out, sometimes under
pretty tough and dangerous conditions. We certainly do
rely on each other when training and when attending fires
and incidents.
Respect. Respect is an extremely important word to us.
It reminds us that we must respect ourselves first and
foremost. Only then can we respect our fellow firefighters,
the CFA, our community and the homes and havens of our
community. We are privileged to be able to support our
community and to enter property in emergency conditions.
Accountability. We are accountable to our community and
to all Victorians, and of course, when we take part in strike
teams at an interstate level, then we are accountable to the
citizens in these states too. We are accountable to the CFA.
Professionalism. We always strive to be professional
volunteers in everything that we say and do. Our training is
of a high standard. We aim to act in a professional manner

on the fire ground, at any incident or at a community
meeting or when engaged in an educational program.
Pride. To be successful and to meet the expectations of
our community and the CFA, we all must take pride in the
work that we do, regardless of being on the fire ground,
attending community meetings, running programs such as
Brigades in Schools or welcoming visitors to our station.
And finally.
Should the summer weather continue to be dry and
there is a need, Ferntree Gully CFA may conduct further
Community Fire Awareness meetings, so please keep an
eye out on our Facebook page or watch the notice board at
the front of the fire station in The Avenue, Ferntree Gully.
Prepared by Brigade Member Graham Crichton

Ferntree Gully fire brigade
A fully Volunteer CFA Brigade
dedicated to making Ferntree Gully a
safer place
Fire calls 000
Follow us on Facebook
…. keep up to date
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Anzac Day in Ferntree Gully
Dawn Service in the old quarry

Ferntree Gully community groups and residents will
gather at dawn on 25 April for a short service to mark
101 years since the Anzac Cove Landings.
The reflection will remember especially Sergeant
James Head from Ferntree Gully, who landed on the
beach in the first wave. He died later that day.
The gathering will also honour all those who died
in battle in the wars since then, and call to mind the
grief of those who have lost their loved ones.
The venue is Peregrine Heights Park, the old Quarry
site, in Quarry Road, Ferntree Gully. The service
begins at 6.00am
Options for parking and walking
There is virtually no parking at the site but ample
parking in and around Ferntree Gully Village.
Groups will be assembling for silent walks to the
quarry.
All walks start at 5.30am. Please bring a torch or
lantern.
Join silent walks from
St John The Baptist RC Parish car park, 17 Forest
Road. You are invited to bring food to share in the
parish hall afterwards. Tea and coffee will be provided
by the St John the Baptist Friendship Group.

A new Anzac service at the Knox
War Memorial

ANZAC Day 2016 has a very special place in
Australia’s history, as it is the 101st anniversary of
landing at Gallipoli by members of the Australian
and New Zealand Army Corps.
ANZAC Day, held on 25 April, will forever be a
very important part of Australian history.
This year the Peace and Loyalty Masonic Lodge
in conjunction with the Boronia RSL will conduct a
ceremony at the Knox War Memorial located at the
Tim Neville Arboretum, Dorset Road, Ferntree Gully.
Hurtle Lupton, OAM, JP, a well know member of
the community, will be the guest speaker at this event.
The Knox War memorial recorded the names of
all service men and women from the Knox area who
lost their lives in any conflict in which Australia has
been involved.
The ceremony will commence at 10 am on ANZAC
Day.
This will be the first time a service will be held
at the Knox War Memorial on ANZAC Day. All
members of the public are invited to attend.

Year 13 at MDLC

Year 13 is a new program designed for young people
from 17 to 25 years of age who have completed
(or almost completed) their VCAL or VCE but are
unsure about taking the next step to TAFE, Vocational
Courses, Uni or employment.
The program runs for 3 days per week for 14 weeks
and includes career planning and directions to further
studies. It will help open up the world of work with
opportunities for work experience and volunteering
and will help to build personal confidence and
resilience.
Young people in the program will be given practical
advice to help land their first job including help to craft
a winning resume, stand out in group interviews and
make a great impression.

I’ve finished Year 12
but I don’t know what
to do now!

Ferntree Gully railway station, Station Street side.
Follow guided walk to the site via Forest Road.
Cafes in the Village open for breakfast on Anzac
Day:
Around the Bend, 121 Station Street
Fern Gully Bakery & Cafe, 100 Station Street
Ferntree Gully Bakery, 12 Alpine Street
Rapture, 45 Forest Road
For updates nearer the time and more details
contact Dianne Lagerwey at Mountain District
Learning Centre, 13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree
Gully. Tel. 9758 7859

Join our Year 13 program
to help you find your way

13-15 The Avenue
Ferntree Gully
9758 7859
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12 Health & Wellbeing
‘Taking Good Legal Care of Yourself’ is a
regular contribution by Eastern Community Legal
Centre (ECLC) to raise awareness of legal needs
in the community, and to encourage people to
seek legal advice early. ECLC is a not-for-profit
community service that provides free legal advice
to Melbourne’s eastern communities, including
the Knox suburb of Ferntree Gully.

For renters: the hazards of
hoarding

Are you living in a rental property so cluttered with
your belongings that it’s hard to move around or keep
it clean? Has your landlord told you to clean up or
move out? Are you scared about becoming homeless
but you don’t know what to do? … Help is available.
Hoarding is described as a disorder if someone
collects too many things, has difficulty throwing out
things that they don’t need or want, and struggles to
organise their home in a way that helps them to live
a normal life. People who hoard can have difficulty
moving around their home due to the amount of things
they have inside or even around the outside of their
home. This can create a situation where the person
can no longer keep their home clean.
Hoarding can also cause a person to shop
excessively which can cause financial difficulties.
Even though someone who hoards may be aware that
they have too many things, the thought of throwing
anything away or giving things away is too difficult
for them. (Anxiety Recovery Centre of Victoria
https://www.arcvic.org.au/hoarding)
For someone with this disorder who is renting their
home, this behaviour may prevent them from meeting
their responsibilities as a tenant under the Residential
Tenancies Act 1997, by:
• not keeping the property in a reasonably clean
condition;
• affecting the neighbours if rats and mice are
attracted to the area, or the clutter is a fire
hazard;
• not allowing the landlord to enter the house for
routine inspections; or
• falling behind in rent.
This may eventually result in the landlord giving the
tenant an eviction notice, and claiming compensation
for any cleaning and repairs required to the property.
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George’s story
George is a 75 year old widower who has lived alone
in his unit for 10 years. His son lives interstate.
George needs some repairs done in his unit – his
oven isn’t working and he hasn’t had hot water for
some time. He knows he should call his landlord but
he doesn’t want anyone to come to his home. George
lives a private life, surrounded by his possessions
which he has been collecting for many years – he
never throws a newspaper out and has piles of them
lining his walls. They are now blocking access to his
lounge room. George believes that everything has a
use – one person’s trash is another person’s treasure
– and his home is filled with bits and pieces that he
insists will one day become useful. His possessions
are now spilling out into his small back garden.
George received a ‘Notice to Vacate’ from his
landlord. He was very worried about becoming
homeless and rang Knox Infolink who referred him to
ECLC. With George’s permission, the tenant advocate
rang the landlord who said they were concerned
about ‘hoarding’ which they observed when they
last inspected the property 9 months ago. They had
asked George to clean up because of fire risk and mice

Help is Available - Call ECLC on
9762 6235

ECLC’s tenant advocate can help if you are renting
your home and have problems with hoarding. The
advocate is able to assist private tenants and residents
of rooming houses, caravan parks and retirement
villages (where there is a rental agreement). If your
situation is different, and you don’t know who to

infestation and had been trying to arrange a followup inspection but George was resisting this. The
landlord said they didn’t really want to evict George
as he was a good tenant and had been paying his rent
regularly, but they were very worried about safety
and hygiene risks to George and also his neighbours.
The advocate explained this to George and did a
home-visit to assess the situation and see what help
was needed. With George’s permission, the advocate
contacted a community organisation that helped
him declutter his home, and linked him to a home
support agency for ongoing cleaning and social
support. George also agreed to go on a waiting list
for counselling as he knew he had let his collecting
overwhelm him. After George had worked with the
services to declutter and clean his home, the advocate
arranged for the landlord to do an inspection.
They were pleased with the property and agreed to
withdraw the Notice to Vacate. The advocate also
told the landlord about the repairs that were needed,
which they agreed to do immediately. George has
been able to stay in his home.

speak to about your housing problem, please call
ECLC and we’ll refer you to the right service.
If you, or someone you know, has problems with
hoarding, please call the Anxiety Recovery Centre of
Victoria helpline on 9830 0533 or 1300 269 438 for
information and referral.

Community News 13
Acting locally, connecting globally
Last week, villagers in West Bengal concluded their
annual festivities and returned to their homes to tend
their food gardens and produce their handicrafts
to secure a small income. At the same time, a little
school, nestled in the foothills of the Himalayas,
reopened its doors after months of heavy snows.
And there was a third almost simultaneous and
related occurrence. The people of Ferntree Gully
gathered, yet again in Mumbai Grill, to hold their
fifth fundraising function to support the people of the
village and the people of the school.
Since 2012 the Gully Group have assisted two
Indian charities. Prabhat Alloi, in West Bengal
provides numerous services including health care and
education. The Gully Group’s funds have purchased
rickshaws that transport children to school. The
funds have also assisted with the sponsorship of
orphans, the provision of care for people with leprosy,
irrigation for food production and much more. The
little school in the hills is known as Learning and
Ideas for Tibet (LIT). It provides free education in
English and vocational skills for Tibetan refugees.
The Gully Group’s funds have assisted LIT with rent
and salaries as well as contributing to the purchase
of computers for training in Information Technology.
The work of both charities gives people skills that
lead to employment, small business ownership and
independence.

The Gully Group wishes to thank all who so
generously contributed.
Teresa Cannon

The Gully Group has purchased rickshaw buses which
transport children to school. Before the rickshaws
children walked up to ten kilometres a day to go to
school.
Photo by Shivanii Cameron

At Home Instead Senior Care Outer
East we are committed to making a
positive difference in the lives of local
seniors and their families. We take pride
in every aspect of their care to ensure
they have access to the best quality
care services and support they need to
continue living safely, independently
and happily in the comfort of their
own home.
Our CAREGivers are a team of
caring, compassionate professionals,
dedicated to providing the best in-home
care and support for your individual
needs and preferences.
Many of our CAREGivers have
experience with hoarding behaviours
and have been able to positively assist
some of our clients with decreasing
clutter and improving organisational
skills.

Live independently at home, instead.
We are specialist, national providers of high quality in-home care and
companionship for older Australians.

Our CAREGivers provide professional quality home care and
companionship services, including:
• Light housekeeping
• Companionship
• Medication reminders
• Personal care
• Errands & transport
• Meal preparation
• Respite care
• Dementia care
Choose the services you want from 1 to 24 hours per day,
7 days per week.
Call for your complimentary care consultation:

9754 4861
MELBOURNE OUTER EAST

H O M E I N S T E A D. C O M . A U

Each Home Instead Senior Care Franchise Office is independently owned and operated. © M&S Warner Pty Ltd 2014.
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14 Arts Page
The Knox Craft Collective

Shine a light on awareness of
autism

157 Underwood Road, FTG 3156

The Ferntree Gully
Arts Society
is proud to announce
our exhibitions

There is a light within you
It makes you truly unique
When you smile it shines from within
Bringing joy to all whom you meet
Fashions come and go but taking delight in making
things is as ancient as being human. And as new.
At this year’s Knox Festival, members of the newly
formed Craft Collective were making stunning new
things using old techniques and transforming old
things using new techniques.
Local resident and 2003 Citizen of the Year, Lynn
Brewster, was around to point out to Gully News that
the Festival itself grew out of a local Craft Fair. . We
noted too, that the Mountain District Women’s Cooperative (now trading as Mountain District Learning
Centre) also sprang from women’s desire to earn
money from their craft work in the 1970s.
Members of the Knox Craft Collective are now
meeting monthly at the Ferntree Gully Community
Arts Centre, on the 3rd Saturday of each month in
2016 from 10 am to 12 pm: 16 April, 21 May, 18
June, 16 July, 20 August, 17 September, 22 October,
19 November.
These are informal gatherings to share knowledge,
expand practice and skills, to learn new things and
meet like minded KCC members. There’ll also be a
regular Show and Tell. Members are invited to bring
along an example of their work and something to
work on at the session.
Tea and coffee will be provided. Admission is free.
Address: Ferntree Gully Community Arts Centre,
1010 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
See more at: http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/knoxcraft
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
craftintheeast/
Above: Flower illustrator Farimah Eshraghi teaches
the art of botanical drawing at the Ferntree Gully
Community Arts Centre.

There are diverse messages about autism. Reflection
is needed and hope and understanding.
Word is getting around about a wonderful book,
Shine, by Justine Edwards, with simple crayon
illustrations by Karl Gabriel, a Ferntree Gully boy
and my cousin. His parents prompted Karl to do the
drawings for his own advancement and joy.
Karl has autism spectrum disorder. Teacher and
writer Justine Edwards whose inspiring verses
accompany the drawings, says, ‘I view the book as
a message of encouragement’.
Autism can bring with it strain and hardship.
Positive imagery with messages like this is needed.
There is also a need for affordable, talented medical
assistance, for research to unravel the basics of the
body’s system, for carers, and for tutoring to assist
the child’s skill development. All these cost money
and it often seems to be all too much for the average
parents.
Karl is now aged ten. He has been known to smile
at the book and can recognise the beautiful work that
he created. Karl is fortunate in having a wonderfully
patient older brother, loving parents, supportive wider
family, and community.
Released in 2013, Shine is now popular in
Australian schools and we wish Justine well in her
hopes for even wider recognition. Shine is available
online at Amazon, Book Depository, Balboa Press.
On itunes and Google you can play Shine, the Read
Along Storybook.
If you read the book to children, be sure to talk
about the messages, feelings, and themes. Happy
reading and do your best to shine and shine on.
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Lana Schumacher

The Oil, Watercolour, Acrylic,
Pastel Exhibition
This is an exciting exhibition showing the
varied talents of our artists
Sundays 3 - 24 April, 11-4pm

A General Exhibition

displaying many fine works of art
Sundays 1-29 May, 11-4pm

Demonstration Days
Sunday 10 April, 11-4pm
Demonstration/Open Day,
An opportunity to see some of
our artists at work
1-3.30pm, oil painting demonstration
with Jeff Murphy
Jeff is an accomplished oil painter who has
been teaching for over 12 yrs and has his own
You Tube channel.
He is also the President of the Sherbrooke Art
Society. Jeff will be painting a portrait of an
‘older gnarly looking male’.
Cost is $12.00 including refreshments
Sunday 15 May, 11-4pm
Demonstration / open day
A chance to come along, meet some artists
and view some fine works on display
All welcome. Free entry

Gallery Hours
Sundays 11am to 4pm
Free Admission

The Hut offers workshops and classes in different
mediums, in Life Drawing, Still Life, Portraiture,
Drawing and different forms of Printing
For more details Phone 9758 8955
or visit our website:
www.thehutgallery.wordpress.com

Knox Festival 2016 15

Barbara Oehrng took photographs at this years popular Knox festival. Above: On the beach. Zach is fishing and others play volley ball.

Forensic science at the Alien Crime scene. The Unit investigates: ‘Are they one of us?’

Crowds learn drumming from a member of Asanti Theatre.
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16 An Exciting Time to be Australian
Blood in the water
Sixty years on – memories of
1956 Melbourne Olympics
While there has never been a more exciting time
than the present to be an Australian, for those of my
generation the most exciting time to be a Melbournian
was 1956 the year the Olympic Games came to
Melbourne. It was especially exciting for me because
the Games coincided with my tenth birthday and
going to an Olympic event was my birthday present.
My father obtained tickets for the water polo. Water
polo? As no one in my family had ever shown the
slightest interest in water polo I suspect the tickets
must have been the only ones available. And so,
purely by chance, I was to witness what has been
described as ‘the most infamous sport event in the
history of the Olympic Games’, the semi final match
between Hungary and Russia.
On 1 November, exactly three weeks prior to the
start of the Olympic Games, Russian tanks had rolled
into Budapest to put down a popular uprising against
the Soviet puppet government. By 10 November
the uprising had been brutally suppressed with an
estimated Hungarian death toll of 2500. One month
later Hungary and Russia were to clash again in the
Melbourne Olympic Pool.
In the lead up to the Games I had gone with my
parents and brother to Batman Avenue, Melbourne,
and along with a group of onlookers had stood on the
pavement and gaped with amazement at the brand
new Olympic Pool. I had never seen anything like
it. Shaped like a diamond, its metal roof supported
seemingly miraculously by a wall of glass. So
modern. So exciting!
Sixty years on and my memory of the match is
hazy. I remember seeing a number of disturbances
in the pool culminating with the Russian player,
Valentin Prokopov, punching the Hungarian player,
Ervin Zador, in the eye. And I remember Zador
climbing out of the pool and the large contingent
of Hungarian spectators going ballistic – booing,
hissing, jumping out of their seats and rushing to the
edge of the pool shaking their fists and even spitting
on the Russian players. But I cannot remember seeing
the much publicised ‘blood in the water’. Order was
eventually restored and the match continued. Final
score Hungary 4, Russian 0.
As a ten year old I had little understanding of
politics. What upset me was the match had not been
played in accordance with what I then regarded
as the lofty ideals of the Olympic Games. Like all
Melbournians I knew what being a good sport was
all about. It was the Melbourne runner John Landy
sacrificing his chance of breaking the mile record by
stopping mid-race in order to help his fallen team

mate, Ron Clarke. It was not about punching and
spitting.
I recently I returned to Batman Ave and stood
where I had stood 60 years before. To the best of my
knowledge the Olympic Pool is the only surviving
purposely built Melbourne Olympic venue still in
existence. There have been changes. The pool has
been dismantled and replaced with floorboards and
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it is now known as the Holden Centre, headquarters
of the Collingwood Football Club.
Hungary went on to win the water polo gold medal
defeating Yugoslavia one goal to nil. And around
the corner in Swan Street, just to the side of AAMI
Park, is a life size statue of John Landy going to
the aid of the fallen Ron Clarke. The statue is titled
‘Sportsmanship’.
Judith O’Donnell

They Made a Home in the Gully 17
From a camp in Germany to Ferntree Gully
The story of Inta Jaunzemis
In the last edition of the FTG News we wrote
of Inta Jaunzemis and her journey to Australia
in 1949 with her mum, Emilija, and dad, Janis.
Emilija and Janis had fled their home in Latvia
from the invading Soviet armies. They lived
in a Displaced Persons camp in Germany
where Inta was born in 1946. On arrival in
Australia they went to the Bonegilla Migrant
Camp before securing work in Bendigo. In
the early 1950s they were keen to have land
and a place of their own. So they moved to
Ferntree Gully.
Inta’s story continues here.
Inta always walked to school and remembers huge
apples in the orchards and the cool store she passed on
her way to Dorset Road Primary. Inta’s mum worked
hard to support her family taking on cleaning jobs and
picking brussels sprouts in the large fields nearby. Her
employer was German and although Emilija’s first
language was Latvian, she relished the opportunity
to speak German, a language she was more familiar
with than English. To earn extra cash she painted a
neighbour’s house.
When Inta’s brother Andrejs was born, the family
moved to their second, and bigger, home in Ferntree
Gully. Janis, her father, cleverly devised a frame
which he attached to his motor bike to move the
furniture, piece by piece, to the new home. Inta was
transferred to the newly-built Ferntree Gully North
Primary school where facilities were somewhat
inadequate and the earliest lessons were held in the
shelter shed. Later, for her secondary education, Inta
walked the three kilometres to Boronia High. ‘I could
beat the train,’ she says proudly.
Inta always accompanied her mum when shopping
in the Gully. ‘Shopping took ages,’ she says, ‘because
everyone knew everyone and everyone talked to
everyone’. In those days there were few shops. As
well as the milk bar where she enjoyed delicious
shakes, there was a paper shop, a chemist, a butcher
and a greengrocer where dirt from the bags of potatoes
landed on the bare floorboards. She remembers the
haberdashery with affection. It was run by ‘very
proper ladies’. In their best upper-class English,
they stretched their words as they introduced her
to the mysteries of ‘deni-eerre’ (denier) stockings.
They’d extend an arm and insert it into a stocking to
demonstrate their commentary.
While the Gully was a happy and peaceful place,
everything changed when bushfires threatened. In
the late sixties people gathered in Olivebank Road
as fire descended down the hills like ‘custard flowing
down a Christmas pudding’. Inta remembers well
the change in the people, the fear on their faces, and

an atmosphere filled with foreboding. At other times
creek waters roared and overflowed flooding on to
road level. ‘Dad had to push his motorbike through
the heavy mud of our unmade roads to go to work.’
Inta was just 16 when Janis, while riding his motor
bike to work, was struck by a vehicle and killed.
After Inta’s school years came a variety of different
jobs and travel in the ‘hippy years’. While working in
a jewellery store in the city she recalls the clientele
who included Herb Alpert of the Tijuana Brass and
Arnold Schwarzenegger. Then she found her passion
for gardening. ‘They were the best years of my
life,’ she says. ‘I’d absorbed the resourcefulness of
Mum and I gardened with gusto.’ She’d race off on
her motorbike with her tools strapped on to tidy up
small gardens and chainsaw larger ones with old and
dangerous trees.
When Emilija become ill with dementia Inta cared
for her for 10 years until she died. Inta still lives in
the family home. Now she spends much of her time
at the Knox Historical Society, digitising their 20,000
school photographs. And she loves to don a 1910 hat
and a fox fur collar (including the paws) when school
children visit the Amblestead Homestead to learn
about local history. She’s well-qualified to speak of
the old days with outside dunnies, tanks for water and
life without plastic bags.
Teresa Cannon

‘Robustious persons could do it
in a day’
Visitors to the Gully over 100 years ago had
a rough journey.
‘Among the best excursions within reasonable
reach of Melbourne is that to the Fern-tree Gully,
in the Dandenong Ranges. A three-hour drive
if your cattle be good and your driver expert in
dodging among the trees for the last few miles of
the journey and after you get off made roads, will
take you to an inn, ‘not rich or splendid, but still
in comfortable case’ that has recently been erected
for the accommodation of tourists.
‘It is possible to go on for another mile or so upon
wheels but the road is rough. Most people, I fancy,
will be best pleased with their policy afterwards if
they begin their pedestrianism from the inn, the
establishment of which will certainly prove very
convenient, as previously the whole expedition had
to be accomplished in one day, which made rather
too much of it, except for robustious persons; or
else the preparations had to be somewhat elaborate,
as town folks on a pleasure trip don’t generally care
about lying down under a gumtree for the night with
no more comforts about them than the all-sufficing
pot of tea and ‘possum rug’ which satisfy an old
bushman, and make camping out such a very simple
affair for him…’
From The Queenslander (published Brisbane Qld
1866-1939) Saturday 17 March 1866 page 11,
quoting a letter to the Melbourne Argus.
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18 Community
Playtime
News
National Sorry Day
26 May is the annual National Sorry Day of
commemoration and remembrance of all those
Aboriginal people who have been impacted by
the government policies of forcible removal that
have resulted in the stolen generations. National
Reconciliation Week is held 27 May to 3 June
annually.
Knox City Council observes Sorry Day each year
on 26 May with a Flag Raising Ceremony whereby
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Flags are
flown. Last year the ceremony included a Welcome
to Country and smoking ceremony by Wurundjeri
Elder Uncle Tony Garvey.
See more at: http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/
sorry#sthash.R4CdIwkF.dpuf

TRAK’s tent at the Knox Festival displayed
stories of Aboriginal heroes of history.
Photograph by Barbara Oehring.

Bushland restoration in Koolunga Reserve
in some of special Community
events held during the year are
always welcome.
For instance, on Saturday 9
April, join us for a ‘discovery
walk’ around the reserve and
meet the experts to learn about
the endangered Powerful Owl
and why tree hollows are so
important for the survival of
many of our native species.
More information can be
found online at www.facebook.
com/FriendsOfKoolunga or by
contacting the Secretary, Moyra
Farrington, 9762 5102.

Koolunga Native Reserve (Melways Reference 65
C11) is a 7 hectares reserve in Ferntree Gully, with a
wide variety of native flora and fauna. There are two
kilometres of walking tracks throughout the reserve
as well as a creek with two bridges. There are also
some good open space areas big enough to fly a kite
or kick a footy and it is a very popular area for dog
walking.
The Friends of Koolunga Reserve are a group of
volunteers who work in conjunction with the Knox
City Council to maintain the natural bush land and
plant back local indigenous trees, shrubs and grasses
and especially rare and endangered species.
The Friends group hold working bees in the reserve
on the 2nd Saturday and the 4th Thursday each month
from 10am to 12 noon, meeting in the car park off
Forest Road. New volunteers who would like to join
in with some weeding and planting or participate

Professional Dog Grooming
We love dogs
Ph. 9758 3458
20 Alpine street, FTG & we think
Tue - Fri 9am till 5pm they deserve
9am till 4pm
Sat
the best

www.supermutts.com.au
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Food Page 19
Battle of the Bean

When my brother Steve was about four, he had an
infamous showdown – the Battle of the Bean - with
his grandmother. Gweneth, who was visiting from
abroad, said it was nonsense that her grandson refused
to eat his greens and she’d set things to rights. A two
hour kitchen stand-off ensued. Steve won: he was not
going to eat that bean even if it meant standing in the
kitchen corner for two hours.
To this day, my brother still does not like to eat most
vegetables because he doesn’t think they taste good.
So his wife, who does most of the cooking, hides
nutritious vegetables in the family’s dinners. She
has become a past master at it. We once had dinner
at her house and she bravely served up a tasty dish but
wouldn’t reveal the main ingredient till we’d finished
our meal. Turns out it was mushrooms (which are
anathema to Steve).
Vegetables are among the healthiest foods. The
more vegetables people eat on a regular basis, research
shows, the lower their risk of many chronic diseases.
Steaming vegetables is probably the healthiest
cooking method as the veggies aren’t submersed in

water, so they are more likely to retain their vitamins
and minerals.
However, if your family doesn’t like consuming
individual, identifiable vegetables, don’t try and
force them to do so. The meal table should never be
a site of conflict and the consumption of food, such as
vegetables, should not be an emotional battleground.
There are plenty of ways to stealthily sneak in
the veggies. One can mix the vegetables into your
family’s favourite meals or even bury the vegetables
in baked goods. It is easy to slip veggies, such as
shredded zucchinis and carrots, into muffins and
breads, and hide beets in chocolate cake.
A good example is a recipe from my favourite
celebrity chef, Jamie Oliver, for the best tomato sauce
ever. It has seven vegetables hidden in it. This recipe
makes a triple batch of delicious sauce, which can be
served with pasta; in a lasagne; as a base for stews,
soups or a Bolognese sauce; or even on pizza. The
leftover sauce can be kept in the freezer for other
quick meals.
Gemma Franks
For the best tomato sauce ever go online to:
www.parenting.com/article/
jamie-oliver-tomato-sauce-recipe
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Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP
for Ferntree Gully

Ferntree Gully Endeavour Awards
Celebrating student success in 2015
Late last year, I had the pleasure of visiting a number
of our great local schools where I was able to present
the annual Ferntree Gully Endeavour Award to some
outstanding primary and secondary students.
The Ferntree Gully Endeavour Award was
established with the aim of recognising the talent,
hard work and success of school students within
the electorate each year. Each school is given the
opportunity to select one student who has shown
great endeavour throughout their final year, a student
who has strived to achieve their best and whom they
believe to be a worthy recipient of the Ferntree Gully
Endeavour Award.
I would like to take this opportunity to once again
congratulate the recipients of the Ferntree Gully
Endeavour Award for 2015. I wish you all the best
for the future and hope each of you continue to strive
for success in everything you do.
2015 Ferntree Gully Endeavour Award
recipients
Fairhills High School – Mikayla Collins
Fairhills Primary School – Hannah Peake
Ferntree Gully North Primary School – Talia
Ruighaver
Holy Trinity Primary School – Shari Naidoo
Kent Park Primary School – Sarah Bowie
Knox Central Primary School – Charlotte D-Arrigo
Knox Gardens Primaru School – Hannah Jackson
Knox Park Primary School – Bethany Anderson
Mountain Gate Primary School – Victoria King
Regency Park Primary School – Tiffany Hynes
St John the Baptist Primary School – Keely Rodgers
St Josephs College – Jayden Low
St Luke’s Primary School – Riven Siscar
Templeton Primary School – Rylee Cartledge
Wantirna Primary School – Oliver Gan
Wantirna South Primary School – Jake Steel
Wattleview Primary School – Holly Mastin &
Thomas Zafiropoulos

Nick with Endeavour Award recipient Talia Ruighaver and FTG North PS
Principal Cory Pearce.

Primary School; Wantirna South
Primary School; St Andrews
Christian College; Wantirna
Primary School; Wattleview
Primary School; Regency Park
Primary School; Templeton
Primary School and The Knox
School.
Nick Wakeling
State MP for Ferntree Gully

Congratulations to the 2016
Student Leaders

The start of each school year brings a new group of
Student Leaders at our local Knox schools. Being
selected as a Student Leader is a great honour and
an important role and I congratulate those who have
been chosen to lead their school in various capacities
throughout 2016.
I am very privileged to be afforded the task
of presenting many of the student leaders with
certificates and badges confirming their roles for the
year ahead and have recently attended the following
schools:
Waverley Christian College; Mountain Gate
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Nick with Student Leader Lauren
Gilmour from Wantirna South PS

Schools Pages 21
On your mark for The Gater Games 2016
The Mountain Gate Primary School Annual ‘Gater
Games’ are not your average school sports carnival.
These games have all the colour, noise and
excitement of 350 students supporting their teams in
house colours. The 2016 games were held in early
evening sunlight so that families and friends could
attend. Parents brought picnics or queued for the
sausage sizzle. This makes the games a much-loved
event for the whole school community.
‘Why “Gaters” ?’ you ask. Because that’s what the
Mountain Gate Primary school students are called!
The games opened amid a cacophony of supporting
cheer groups clustered in a sea of red, green, yellow
and blue, the colours of the houses (named after sports
greats: Wayne Gardner, Lisa Curry, Don Bradman and
Duncan Armstrong).
Children participated in egg and spoon races,
running races, long jump and hurdles. Team
competitions were hugely entertaining this year and
a definite highlight of the evening .
The Gater Games are a wonderful way to cap off the
‘Back to School’ activities that promote positive wellbeing and help children settle into a new school year.

‘Knox treasures’ school banners on display at Festival
A feature of every Knox Festival is the display of
banners made by local schools. This year the theme
was ‘Knox Treasures’ and it certainly inspired the
local schools. Colour, materials, ideas and creativity
all contributed to representing favourite places.
The banners were viewed by a panel of three judges
including a Council staff member, a Councillor and
a local community member.

Congratulations to the following winners.
People’s Choice (and winner of a $400 Marbry
Supplies Voucher)
St John the Baptist Primary School
Most Original (and winner of a $200 Marbry
Supplies Voucher)
St. John the Baptist Primary School

Best use of material (and winner of a $200 Marbry
Supplies Voucher)
The Knox School
Encouragement (and winner of a $200 Marbry
Supplies Voucher)
St Joseph's Catholic Primary School.
Below: Photo by Barbara Oehring

Ferntree Gully News April 2016

22 Community News
Happy 90th birthday June Goudie

Churches News
Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156.
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156
Minister: Lt Angela Locke
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
Tel.9758 0217
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Worship
Sunday 8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist with hymns
Thursday 10.00am Holy Eucharist
followed by cuppa and chat
Christian Meditation Mon. 4.15, Tues. 9.30am
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

‘Keep your wig on!’
Or perhaps ‘Take your wig off
and throw it into the air in support
of all those people on chemo who
have lost their hair!’.
And, yes, that’s what we did, in support of one of
our members who is going through such a process.
We were asked to either wear a wig (the more
colourful the better), or a hat or a scarf would also be
acceptable, although perhaps not so daring.
Anyway, at a certain time in our service we came
out to the front, made a circle, and we did the above.
We threw our wigs, hats, scarves high up into the
air, praying as we did so, and giving a gesture of
support for all going through the same pretty awful
experience.
Perhaps, if the need arises, you could try it with
some of your friends.
All the best to all those going through chemo. Our
prayers are with you.
Pat Rivett
Ferntree Gully Uniting Church

Volunteers wanted for
Red Shield doorknock

Each year the Salvation Army
provides assistance to over one
million Australians!
To continue providing high
quality community services, they
need your help. On the last weekend in May 2016
they challenge you to partner with them in making
a difference by supporting the Red Shield Appeal!
Why they need your help
Volunteers are the lifeblood of the Salvation Army’s
Red Shield Appeal doorknock. When you volunteer,
you help raise vital funds for the running of the
Salvation Army’s vast network of social services.
It may mean a roof to someone without a home, or
education support for a child at risk of dropping out of
school. This year the doorknock will take place over
the weekend of 28-29 May and the Salvation Army
needs 100,000 volunteer collectors to help make the
doorknock a success!
If you, your friends or members of your
community group would like to help, please
contact the Red Shield Appeal website to learn
more and register online.
http://salvos.org.au/ryde/get-involved/
red-shield-appeal-2016/
Left: Local churches walked, prayed and sang in the
streets on Good Friday with special prayers this year
for refugees.
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A tribute to a great lady from the Angliss
Hospital FTG Auxiliary
June Goudie, who has been with our auxiliary for 51
years, and treasurer and shop co-ordinator for more
than a decade, turns 90 years of age on 7 April.
June still sits and makes Christmas stockings and
hand towels for us to sell. She sells tickets for all
our raffles and works in our op shop every Saturday
morning.
June has also helped the community in many ways.
She is treasurer of Eastern Trefoil Group, has been for
many years, and many years ago was instrumental in
getting the Ferntree Gully Guide hall built. June has
also belonged to the Boronia branch of the Country
Women’s Association (CWA) for decades, holding
positions of treasurer and president for several
years. June was also group president of the CWA.
Not content with that, she often went to the CWA
headquarters at weekends, helping out there and at
the Melbourne Show. In 2009 June won the Knox
Council Citizen of the Year award.
Apologies to June if I have got a detail or two
slightly wrong, or have forgotten one of the many
things she has done over her lifetime. In closing, I
would like to say that June is a wonderful inspiration
to us all and I hope she is here helping us for many
more years to come.
Denise Gravatt – Secretary
Angliss Hospital FTG Auxiliary

Points of View 23
Changes to Real Estate Industry
to stamp out underquoting

Shopping for wisdom
Invisible man
If there is one thing I know, it’s that I don’t know
much. I don’t know how much I don’t know – just
a lot I guess. Every day is an opportunity to learn
something new. I’ve figured out that there are
two types of new knowledge – stuff that I find
interesting for its own sake, and stuff that I can use
to help me change the way I live and behave. For
instance, I learned to recite the kings and queens
of England from 1066 to present day in under two
minutes. Now that was fun and my friend, Wayne,
presented me with an engraved pewter beer mug,
but other than that it hasn’t really changed anything.
I did, however, learn a whole lot about life around
the time that I ceased full time paid work, and I
think it fair that I share some of these things with
you.
Not long after finishing up at work someone
asked me what I did for a living. Now, I would
normally have answered ‘I’m an engineer’ and
he would have said, ‘I see. I’m a lawyer’, and we
would have found some point of mutual interest
such as building regulations, or contract law to
explore. This time I said, ‘I’m retired’. It was the
first and last time. You see, once I had said those
fateful words there was no further conversation.

I was dropped like a hot scone. Left for dead. No
interest whatsoever. Twitching eyes looking for
an escape route. May as well have been invisible.
There was nothing in this conversation that was
going to interest the lawyer. It then occurred to
me what it must be like for so many people who
regularly have to say, ‘Well, I’m a mum’, or ‘I’m a
housewife’, ‘I’m a grandmother’. I had discovered
and joined the invisible society. I had become an
invisible man.
This episode raised the question, who really am
I if I can no longer reply, ‘I am an engineer’. So
what to say now? Firstly I never mention the ‘R’
word. Mostly I say something like, ’Well, I write.
Dabble in poetry. Do a little philosophy. I am a
reader. Love history and cooking. Oh, and music.
And sport. Don’t forget sport. Did I mention I’m a
grandfather? I help out a bit down at our Learning
Centre …’, and even though I still get that distracted
glazed look of disdain, I feel much better about the
whole thing. I never really was an engineer. It was
simply one of the things I have done.
Every day you can learn something new provided
you are open to it. Invisible man. I quite like that
tag now.
Peter Stagg

‘Funny you should say that’

“A faint heart never won
a fair lady”
WILLIAM CAMDEN 1614

Introducing a new feature from cartoonist Pete Rowe
for Gully News.
Our Cottage team, who spend Tuesdays playing
with and arguing about words, liked this take on
proverbs. We hope our readers do too.
Thanks, Pete.
PS Bonnie and Clyde are on leave.

I T HINK SHE’S
JUST PLAYING
HARD TO GET

Significant changes to the real estate industry
were recently announced by the Government last
week. These changes should go a long way to curb
underquoting and increase transparency in the selling
process. They aim to stop unscrupulous agents who
continually give everyone a bad name through their
practices.
Underquoting has been never more evident than
during the middle to latter part of 2015, where buyers
found themselves missing out on property due to
incorrect communication by some agents. We all
know that sometimes an auction can go significantly
above the asking price due to a couple of keen bidders
when unfortunately the original quoted price was
not accurate. This causes considerable distress for
many people.
While the changes will take a little time to evolve
into the current system, they should be beneficial to
both buyers and sellers.
Rather than paraphrasing, I’ve decided to quote
from the Real Estate Institute of Victoria (REIV)’s
website.
The changes include:
• Delivery of a new fact sheet for buyers, which
will include recent comparable sales for the
property, the median price for the suburb and,
most importantly, the agent’s estimated sale
price for the property.
• The revision of the property’s estimated selling
price – if the agent receives an offer, in writing,
that is higher than the current advertised or
estimated price.
• No ‘offers over’ or ‘price-plus’ advertising to
buyers – with the selling price only provided
as either a single price, or a price range (which
must fall within 10% of the upper and lower
end).
The changes will apply to residential private
sales and auctions, rather than rural or commercial.
The whole process of reforms were a result of a
collaborative approach by the REIV and the Office
of the Minister for Consumer Affairs. Andrew Ward
Sales Manager, Abley Real Estate

experience is
our difference!
curious? . . . bulldogcreatrix.com/ftg

CREATRIX
© Pete Rowe 2016

www.peterowe.com.au
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A new meaning to ‘retirement’
Three Ferntree Gully residents were among those nominated for Australia Day Awards this
year. Gully News reporter Judy Wolff invited them to share more of their stories.

Murray Snell

Nominated by the Knox Historical Society, Murray
Snell was a candidate for a City of Knox Australia
Day Award in 2016.
Murray’s citation, read to the assembled guests
at the Knox Civic Centre on 26 January, chronicled
his contribution to the KHS since his retirement after
teaching nearly 50 years, mainly in Knox and Papua
New Guinea.
At the Historical Society Murray leads the
accessions sub-committee and is a delegate to the
Eastern Historical Societies; he plans and presents
displays at the Knox and Stringybark Festivals and
is one of the demonstraters when school children
visit the Ambleside Park homestead and museum.
In 2015 Murray mentored Grade Six students
from FTG North Primary school who volunteer at
Ambleside as part of their Rotary Junior Community
Award.
Murray has delivered Gully News since the paper
commenced and now also delivers bulk copies to
outlets in the village and Mountain Gate.
As well as this he delivers library books to
housebound readers. As a trained teacher librarian,
Murray has always been a keen reader and enjoys
helping his clientele select books.
The Wednesday evening community meal at the
guides hall in the village is another of Murray’s
regular commitments. He joined Steve Barrington a
fortnight after Steve initiated this meal for residents
and visitors. Murray assists with food preparation and
is then elbow deep in soap suds, washing up - the
guides hall does not have a dishwasher. With up to
70 diners, volunteers go through a lot of tea towels!
Away from Knox, Murray helps with fundraising
for multiple sclerosis, Australia’s endeavours to solve
the riddle of MS.
As someone who does not seek reward or
recognition, Murray was surprised to be invited to the
Australia Day breakfast and appreciates that others
feel his contribution to the community is valuable
and noteworthy.

Sandra Goodwin

Sandra Goodwin was nominated for her long
involvement with Rowville Senior Citizens Club and
lifetime services to Badminton.
As a bookkeeper, she was a highly prized treasurer
for the club for the introduction of the GST.
Having started playing badminton at age 14 she has
been a player and, more recently, umpire throughout
Victoria and interstate.
Her favourite event was co-ordinating the
Badminton section of the Melbourne Deaf Olympics.
She is event director for the bi-annual Knox Seniors
Indoor Bowls Carnival.
Sandra says, a lifetime in sport has given her all
the skills she needs to run sporting events and the
organisations around them.

Anne Boyd

Anne Margot Boyd was awarded 2016 Knox
Volunteer of the Year for her work, amongst other
projects, as editor of the Ferntree Gully News
through to this 40th issue.
Anne has worked skilfully and generously to
establish and lead the newspaper and its teams for
the past seven years under the auspices of MDLC.
Under Anne’s voluntary stewardship the paper
has thrived. Currently, she leads a team of some
50 volunteers comprising writers, walkers and the
office team.
Leading the newspaper is only part of Anne’s social
commitment. Other community projects include the
following:
•
•

•

•

eight years as a board member of Mountain
District Learning Centre.
editing and publishing for Knox Historical
Society: Knox Anzacs 1914-1919, and a history
of Ferntree Gully Catholic parish, Witness to
the light.
initiating a local Anzac dawn remembrance at
the old quarry site near Peregrine Estate three
years ago. The event has grown, attracting
some 500 people in 2015.
Co-ordinated for a decade a Ferntree Gully area
of Neighbourhood Watch.

For these three skilled and generous Ferntree Gully
community members ‘retirement’ takes on a new
meaning.
Judy Wolff

August
2011
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Zumba Gold

Zumba Gold is perfect for active older adults who are
looking for a modified Zumba class that recreates the
original moves at a lower-intensity.
The easy-to-follow Zumba choreography focuses
on balance, range of motion and coordination. Come
ready to sweat, and prepare to leave empowered and
feeling strong.
When: Every Friday at 9-10 am
Where: At the Hall, Uniting Church,
6 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully (opp. the fire station).
Cost: $8 ($6 for the first class.)
Contact: Susan 0478 504 441

Your Family Coat of
Arms
Paternal and Maternal

In full colour A4 size,
printed on Quill paper
mounted in decorative frame
For further information please
contact Bill Verran
Verran41@ bigpond.com
Telephone 9758 5115

Knox
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U3A Knox off to a flying start
As previously reported, Knox U3A enjoyed probably
our best ever enrolment for the start of the year, with
close to 1200 signing on, and of the 143 weekly
courses and activities on offer, only a very small
number, five or six, have had to be deferred through
lack of enrolment. Approximately 60 of the courses
and activities were filled at the commencement of
First Term.
First term, (a short one this year) commenced with
a ‘Film and Pizza’ night, where vast quantities of
pizza were consumed, following viewing of an old,
but enjoyable movie, where the actors were the stars,
not the special effects technicians. This was followed
by a ‘Meet and Greet’ informal gathering, where
new members could meet with staff and tutors. Our
cycling groups enjoyed a tour around Philip Island
and Churchill Island.
U3A Knox has also secured a permanent slot at
Bunnings, Scoresby, for a sausage sizzle, on the third
Wednesday, or Thursday in each month, so drop by,
and have a chat to the volunteers who will be manning
the tent. Oh, and buy a snag.
A program of activities running during the term
break has been set, and there are some new and
resurrected courses on offer for Term 2, all of which
can be viewed on our website www.u3aknox.com.au
Knox U3A is the largest, and arguably most
successful volunteer organisation in the municipality,
so come and join us. Membership fees represent great

value, and there is a wealth of enjoyable activities at
your disposal.
John Ford, Publicity Officer

Knox U3A Billiards and Snooker group. Marie
Louise Zeugen contemplates her next shot, while
Barry Manning looks in apparent disbelief at the
result of his.
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‘You pile up enough tomorrows
and you’ll be left with nothing
but a bunch of empty yesterdays. I
don’t know about you, but I’d like
to make today worth remembering.’
That’s my inspirational quote for
this edition, aptly said by Meredith
Wilson. Time is of the essence. We
should not waste a moment of it.

Diana Brown
Pets in the Park

Knox City Council will hold its annual Knox Pets in the
Park, on Sunday 3 April 2016 at Gilbert Park Reserve. The
aim of the event is to promote responsible pet ownership
and bring together businesses, organisations and clubs at
one event, incorporating all types of animals as pets.
As usual there will be plenty to see and do including dog
training demonstrations, Reptile, creepy crawly and native
animal displays, free kids rides, stalls and much more.
Where: Gilbert Park, Ferntree Gully Road, Knoxfield
When: Sunday 3 April 2016
Time: 10am–4pm
This is a free community event. For more information
contact Knox City Council on 9298 8000 or visit www.
knox.vic.gov.au/petsinthepark

Dandenong Ranges Big Band

Dandenong Ranges Big band are the feature act in the
Music Sessions at 1812 Theatre. Cheap drinks at the bar,
sausage sizzle.
When: Sunday 24 April, 2pm till 5pm. $10 entry.
Where: 1812 Theatre, 3 Rose St. Upper FTG.
Cost: $10 entry
Contact: Chris 0407 046 684 for further details.

Country Music Show

The Upwey Country Music Club is presenting a walk up,
open mic concert, on Sunday 3 April, at the Guides Hall
in Ferntree Gully. Artists perform songs in the Country,
Bluegrass and Folk genres. The hall can accomodate
an audience of up to 100. All welcome. New singers,
musicians, and bands are always welcome. A band or
musician is available to back singers, if required. Just
bring your music along.
When: Sundays 3 April and 1 May from 12.30 to 5pm
Where: Guides Hall, Underwood Road, FTG
Cost: There is a small entrance charge of $7 ($5 for
members) to help cover costs
Contact: Graham 03 5964 8298. The club runs regular
concerts on the first Sunday of each month at the Guides
Hall

Knox Social and Community Health - EACH

Tuning into Kids: Ages 4-10 years
Tuning into Kids is a 6 week parenting group that
teaches parents and carers ‘emotion coaching’ to assist
them in supporting their children to understand and express
emotions in appropriate ways. Learn how to tune into your
child’s emotions and teach and model understanding and
regulation of emotions so parents and children are better
able to respond rather than react.
Where: Knox Social and Community Health - EACH ,
1063 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully

When: Wednesday 20 April for 6 weeks
Time: 10am–12noon
No cost, this group is for parents only, no childcare.
For further enquiries or to register your interest please call
the friendly reception team on 9757 6200.

Holding it all Together: HALT

HALT is a support group for women who have experienced
past or current issues of family violence/abuse in their
relationships. This semi-structured group with discussion
around the issues of what abuse is; the dynamics of an
abusive relationship; some of the historical reasons for
abuse; dealing with emotions; how to build your selfworth to counter some of the impacts and a brief look at
strategies to support children. Sharing experiences with
other women in a group can help with understanding and
relieve the stresses built up from the experience.
Where: Knox Social and Community Health – EACH,
courthouse venue, cnr Station St and Spring St Ferntree
Gully
When: Monday mornings for 6 weeks, 18 April 2016–13
June 2016
Time: 10am -12pm
No cost. No available childcare. Bookings are essential
please contact Felicity on 9757 6258 or Reception on 9757
6200 to register your interest.

reNEW: Nutrition. Exercise. Wellbeing

Want to improve your health and wellbeing? Tried all the
diets and exercise but not finding that it makes a difference?
Know what you want to do but finding it difficult to get
motivated?
reNEW is a 4 week wellness program that aims to help
you improve your health and wellbeing. It provides you
with information and ideas to help you make lifestyle
changes. Run by a dietician, exercise physiologist and
health psychologist. Come along to hear a different
approach to achieving wellbeing.
The focus is health at every size. Learn how to achieve
this through looking at the way we eat rather than what
we eat, learning to enjoy moving our body, and ways to
increase confidence to make changes happen.
When: commencing Wednesday 4 May 2016
Time: 1pm–3pm
Where: Knox Social and Community health, Shire Hall
Cost: $8 per session or once off payment of $25
For more information or to register your interest please
call the friendly reception team on 9757 6200

Knox Tobacco Free Clinic

There is an option for people in Knox to get support to
quit smoking. The Knox Tobacco Free Clinic offers: full
assessment (1 hour); 12 weekly follow-up appointments;
individual appointments; specially trained counsellor;
supervised use of nicotine replacement therapy and carbon
monoxide testing; evidence based practices; relapse
prevention support.
Where: Wednesdays: Knox Social and Community
Health – EACH Wantirna (1/603 Boronia Rd, Wantirna)
9:00am–5:00pm
Tuesdays: Knox Social and Community Health EACH,
Ferntree Gully (1063 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully) 9:00
am–5:00pm
Cost: $20
For all enquiries please call 9757 6200
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Comely Bank Retreat House

Comely Bank Retreat House provides self-catering
accommodation in a peaceful rural setting for carers and
their families and others in need, to have a short break.
Carers in the eastern metropolitan area who support people
with a mental illness, autism or an intellectual disability,
may be eligible for funding for a short stay through
EACH’s Family & Carer Support Service.
For more information: call 03 9735 7900 or email:
info@each.com.au
Service Location: 48 Myers Creek Road Healesville
3777

Youth Health Clinic

Youth Health clinic operates on Thursdays from 3:30pm
to7:00pm at the Knox Ozone, Headspace Knox site. This is
a free service for young people aged 12 to 25 years. Young
people can speak to a nurse about a range of health care
issues including: sexual health, mental health, drugs and
alcohol. You can make an appointment by calling 9801
6088 or just drop in.

Outer Eastern Literacy Program
Mountain District Learning Centre

One to one Tutoring program. This program is designed
to support adults who struggle with reading, writing and
basic math and for a range of reasons may have barriers to
attending a classroom based program. Tutors and students
meet for up to two hours per week to work on literacy and
numeracy skills. This one on one tutoring can also be used
to help with filling out forms etc.
For more information contact: Mountain District
Learning Centre, 13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Tel: 9758 7859 or check out the website on www.mdlc.
com.au

Ferntree Gully View Club

The Ferntree Gully View Club meets on the 4th Monday
of each month (except December) and includes a 2 course
lunch, tea/coffee at a cost of $25. They have a meeting
then a speaker or entertainment. The Ferntree Gully View
Club supports the Smith Family to raise money through
luncheons and in-house functions. They support a refuge
for women and children escaping domestic violence as
well as supporting five students through the ‘Learning for
Life’ program with the Smith family. Upcoming events:
When: Monday 18 April 2016. Speaker from ‘Shine for
Kids’
Monday 23 May 2016. Speaker: Cliff Hardy on his ‘Life
Experiences During War’
Where: The Knox Club, corner Stud Rd & Boronia Rd,
Wantirna South
Time: 11am for an 11:30am start
If you want to join a club that is both welcoming and
fun, come along and join the Ferntree Gully View Club.
To book ring the club president Pam Turner on 9725 4135.

Midbasketball NightBall

Midbasketball Nightball starts back in Knox again on
Saturdays, mid-April for 8 weeks!!
If you are 12 to 18 years old and would like to join the
fun then register online. Registration is free, dinner and
uniforms are provided and they will even bus you home.
When: Saturdays, commencing mid-April 2016

Playtime
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Where: Boronia Basketball Stadium, 11 park Cres, Boronia
Time: 7:30pm to Midnight
For more information or to register on line go to www.
midnightbasketball.org.au/knox or contact Crystal Taylor
on 92988415 or email knox@midnightbasketball.org.au

Relationship, marriage and commitment
preparation

This course is designed to prepare couples who are
marrying or making a formal commitment. It’s also
recommended for couples with children who are marrying
or making a formal commitment. Each program involves
three one-hour sessions, scheduled over four weeks. Day
and evening meetings are available. For more information
including costs please call: 9725 9964 or check out the
website www.relationshipsvictoria.com.au
Address: 83 Boronia Road, Boronia, Victoria, 3155

MVC Boxing Association

If one of your New Year resolutions was to get fit this
year, than you have to give boxing a try!! Train in state of
the art facility. MVC offer mixed boxing circuits, women
only classes, personal training, kid’s fitness circuits, boxers
and more. The atmosphere is warm and inviting, everyone
is lovely. Boxing not only offers a fantastic workout but
it increases your self-confidence and makes you feel
empowered and alive. Casual rates are available. For more
information call Steve on 0409331992
MVC Boxing Association, Jubilee Park, Reilly Street,
Ringwood, 3134.

Bridges Connecting Communities – Phone
A Friend

Bridges Connecting Communities has been dedicated to
providing older people and those with a disability with
services to promote and support their independence and
wellbeing. Phone A Friend service is just one of the many
services they offer.
There is nothing nicer that receiving a call from someone
who cares. Why not receive a regular, friendly phone call
from a caring volunteer at a time suitable to you? Calls are
free of charge and made weekly.

For more information please contact: Bridges Connecting
Communities -658 Mountain Hwy, Bayswater
Tel: 9729 9499 or email info@bridgescc.com.au

The Gully TOWN weight loss club

Lose weight with the Gully TOWN club: a low cost
community support group with fantastic and friendly
members. Offers weekly weigh-ins, menu ideas and no
points to count. Costs less than $6.00 per week.
When: Tuesday nights, 7:00 to 8:30 pm
Where: Elderly Citizens Club, Underwood Rd, Ferntree
Gully. Enter from Railway car park
Contact: Phone Annette on 9736 1693 or John on 9754
1151

Mic Conway (Captain Matchbox) ‘Street of
Dreams’

Music, Magic and Comedy Show
with Matthew Fagan ‘Lord of the Strings’
When: Saturday 16 April, 8.00pm
Where: Upwey-Belgrave RSL Sub Branch
1 Mast Gully Rd, Upwey
Tickets: Pre-sales: $25. Door charge: $30
Bookings: online: www.trybooking.com/KOWT Phone:
0438 881 985
Dinner served from 6pm Dinner/Table bookings 9754 3665

National Seniors

National Seniors are a fun loving group of over 50s people.
New members are warmly welcomed. Our meetings are
held on the 4th Wednesday of each month at the Knox
Club at the corner of Stud and Boronia Roads, Wantirna.
The walking group meets every 2nd Thursday. For further
information on walks, please contact Darryl on 9878 1045.
In April we are arranging a Sunday out at the Royal Hotel
in Ferntree Gully. The New Melbourne Jazz Band will be
entertaining us for the afternoon. So contact us and come
along and enjoy. You can even get up and have a little
dance. Please contact the President John on 9778 6784 for
any further information or just turn up.

Biggest Morning Tea
Thursday 26 May,10am–12noon, Gold Coin Donation
Join us for our famous grand FTG Library Biggest

Please send any alterations or additions to
gullynews@gmail.com

FTG Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise
Gravatt
FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955,
Sundays 11am-4pm
FTG Community Care 8711 8677

FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316 ,
playing at Wally Tew Reserve
FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272
FTG Girl Guides Jane Meehan 0408 505 661. We
have vacancies in all groups 5-18 years

Ferntree Gully Fire Brigade email info@ftgcfa.org.
au or leave a message on their facebook page

Ferntree Gully Friends of Red Cross Meets
2.00pm first Tuesdays most months. For venues and
information contact Maxine Lane 9758 3087
FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond, 1st
and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am
FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am3pm
FTG TOWN Club Helen Ford 9842 1738

FTG VIEW Club Isabel 9758 5435, fourth Mondays,
Knox Club 11.30am
Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457460313
Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802
Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve Moyra
Farrington 9762 5102

Gully Men’s Shed Paul Moloney 0407 560 168 or
Geoff Thake 0408 539 873

Gully TOWN Club Leslie 9762 1534, Tuesdays 7pm
Knox District Woodworkers Club Albert Bak 9758
4849
Knox Environment Society Irene Kelly 9763 8069

Join us for great events at Ferntree Gully Library & Community Arts Centre
By Bicycle around Taiwan – with Gavin & Erik
Anderson
Stories and audio visuals of a fascinating journey
Thursday 28 April, 2.30pm, Free event (Bookings
essential)
Hear Gavin’s tales of this amazing father and son
bicycle ride around Taiwan staying in guest houses,
family homes, and even a fire station.
See their great photographs of towns, countryside,
mountains, gorges, and the people they met along the
way on this fascinating journey. Erik is an experienced
and skilled photographer, and Gavin is an enthusiastic
mature age student of Chinese language. Both are
keen recreational bike riders.

Your community contacts

Morning Tea. Enjoy a cuppa, delicious morning tea,
prizes, and live entertainment. Everyone welcome.
Gold coin donation, with all proceeds to Cancer
Council Victoria for cancer research.
Denise Hibbs, Librarian Ferntree Gully Library

Ferntree Gully Library &
Community Arts Centre

1010 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
9800 6455, or online on the Eastern
Regional Libraries website - www.
yourlibrary.com.au
Ferntree Gully Library is a branch
of Eastern Regional Libraries
Opening hours: Monday-Wednesday 10am-8pm,
Thursday & Friday 10am-5.30pm, Saturday 10am-1pm

Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside,
Sundays 1pm - 4pm
Knox Toy Library 10am-12pm Fridays and
Saturdays 0424 265 790

Ferntree Gully Village Traders Association 9758
7859 2nd Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC

Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027, 2nd
& 4th Wednesday
MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.1511.45am
Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday,
Carrington Park
Rotary Club of FTG John Flemming 9758 6532,
Mondays 6.45pm
U3A 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time
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For Sale between $770,000 – 847,000
48 Hazelvale Road, Tecoma
st
Ju ted
s
Li

WHAT A QUIET PICTURESQUE
LIFESTYLE
Imagine waking up every morning to a cup of tea or coffee, strolling onto
the front balcony as the morning sun slowly rises over your own Bird
Land Reserve directly in front of your home. This 37 square, 5 bedroom
peaceful retreat was once a builders own home as the quality throughout
exhibits. The residence itself consists of 5 bedrooms, full ensuite to the
master, with 2 of the bedrooms with walk in robes, 3 separate living
areas, and a sizeable open plan kitchen with granite bench tops. The
secure outdoor paved entertaining area at the rear is suitable for large
gatherings and included is a heated spa, double pergola and natural gas
BBQ. The 4 car garage is huge, ideal for workbenches and additional
storage. With too many inclusions to mention, inspection is a must.

Wonderful opportunity
to build your own lifestyle
For Sale between $250,000-275,000
81 Alexander Avenue, Upwey

Sitting on the high side of Alexander Avenue, this outstanding ‘battle
axe’ block represents a unique opportunity within Tecoma to build a
beautiful home and develop an enviable lifestyle. With superb privacy
and with the current owners already creating some terraced work, this
land is ready to go! Land in Tecoma is getting scarcer, so this ¼ acre
block is a worthwhile prospect to the astute buyer looking for land on
which to build their dream home.
Call Andrew Ward on 0403411348

Call Michael Jang on 0417288899

Not sure if now is a
good time to buy or sell?

STEVEN CAN HELP!
Steven Kwek can help you
determine if now is a good
time by evaluating your
unique situation.
Every client is unique and Steven looks
forward to the opportunity to speak
with you and learn about you, your
goals and if now is a good time for you
to buy or sell.
Steven Kwek lives in Knox and his extensive knowledge of the surroundings provides well
for your residential, as well as your commercial needs. He speaks Mandarin, Cantonese and
Hokkien.
Steven is always pleased to provide real estate advice and answer questions. You can contact
him for a property consultation on 0413 222 933.

Steven Kwek
Property Consultant
Mobile: 0413 222 933
Email: Consultant@abley.com.au

Give me a call... there is no
obligation whatsoever!

Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858
www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au

