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The force be with you
CFA member, Tillee and George, a guest
from Vision Australia, experienced the
force of a pressure hose at Ferntree Gully
CFA recently when the brigade hosted
a fire safety event for clients of Vision
Australia.

The fierce water jet is a key CFA weapon
against fire in our bushfire prone
environment. It also stands as a symbol,
not only of the combined force of our
volunteer brigade but also of the power
of volunteers in our community.

Every year in May Volunteer Week is
celebrated. This year’s events have been
especially enthusiastic. Read more on
page 17 and throughout this issue.
Photo by Gary Fevreau.

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS
GREAT WEEKLY SPECIALS
HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

3/107 STATION STREET, FERNTREE GULLY
PH.97523999

COMPLIMENTARY WINE BOTTLE WITH PURCHASE
OVER $ 50
ON PRESENTATION OF THIS VOUCHER
(Excluding Specials and Tobacco)
Offer ends 31.10.13

Free circulation to 9000 households and businesses in Ferntree Gully

2
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From the editor
Metaphors and symbols have great power to move us.
My initial response to Gary Fevreau’s photo (page 1) of
Vision Australia’s client standing with a CFA volunteer
to guide the powerful pressure hose was to link the power
with the people. It is a small step then to think about the
power of volunteering, an appropriate theme in this issue
that reports Volunteers Week.
Readers will notice, we hope, that the benefits of
volunteering include: the economic value of time freely
gifted to care for those in need; the emotional support
(and not just a warm and fuzzy) of  belonging and of using
one’s skills to make a contribution to a community; and
also the political strength of a community confident of
its values and connections.
Ferntree Gully News is proud that it is created by
volunteers to present to its readers an anthology (literally
a ‘bunch of flowers’) of the riches of our place: the
generosity of caring for those who are near, and far
(page 19); the nourishment of poetry and arts (pages
12-13), food and drink (pages 8-9) health and safety
(pages 10-11); the reinforcement of rituals and memorials
(pages 14-15). And not forgetting the underpinning of
grants and subsidies (pages 5-6) and the practicalities
of volunteering (the Expo page 17).   
Some community papers offer to schools and
discussion groups a ‘class set’ of copies of an issue.
Perhaps Gully News 29 would be useful to study the
contribution of volunteering.  Let us know if you would
like extra copies.

Gully News Party

What better place to celebrate print
than in a library, surrounded by the
delights of print?
This year’s Party to thank the
volunteers of Ferntree Gully News
was held in Volunteers Week at the
Ferntree Gully Library, courtesy
of   Eastern Region Libraries and
librarian Denise Hibbs.  Around
40 volunteers came along to be
welcomed and thanked by Dobson
Ward Councillor, Karin Orpen.
Karin is a supporter of the paper
since its beginning as is State MP
Nick Wakeling who also attended.  
Editor Anne Boyd also thanked
the volunteer team and Mountain
District Learning Centre who are
the  publishers of the paper. Thanks
also to Knox City Council and
Lower Gully Traders who funded
the Reception.  
The guest speaker was Shivanii
Cameron who spoke about the Gully Group’s
fundraising for villages in India and Tibet (see page
19) and displayed some of their crafts.   

Anne Margot Boyd

Support our advertisers
They support our community

Deadlines for copy and advertising

Issue
30
31
32

Month
August
October
December

Deadline Distribution
11 July
3 August
12 Sep.
3 October
31 Oct
21 Nov

email to gullynews@gmail.com
Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm
– or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056
or contact MDLC 9758 7859
ABN: 20 093 868 002

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are not necessarily
those of the supporting organisations unless acknowledged as such.
No endorsement of products and services is implied by the listing
of advertisers and sponsors. While every effort is taken to print
contributions accurately, the publishers take no responsibility for errors.

Ferntree Gully News is published by the
Mountain District Learning Centre,
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully 3156,
(telephone 9758 7859) in collaboration with
the Lower Gully Traders Inc. Ferntree Gully News can
be accessed on the website ferntreegullynews.com and
is archived at www.mdlc.com.au.
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And please tell them
where you saw their ad
Join the Gully News Team
We now have more than 50 wonderful
volunteer walkers but we continue to look
for more helpers. Especially with gathering
or editing news and stories, with managing
advertisements and delivering the paper.
If you would like to help, contact Anne
Boyd 9758 8278 or Jenny Ford 9758 1370,
or call in at our office at No.8 The Avenue,
open Tuesdays 10.00am until 3.00pm or by
appointment at other times.
Editor: Anne Margot Boyd 9758 8278
Office: Heidi Lighten and Mary Trinnie.
Website: Meg Hellyer
Writers: Teresa Cannon, Graham Crichton, Peter Stagg
and others
Distribution Manager: Jenny Ford 9758 1370
Book-keeping: John Ford
Design and Formatting: Dandystripes Design
Illustration: Pete Rowe
Photography: Barbara Oehring and Gary Fevreau
Community News: Lynn Brewster and Diana Brown
Printed by McPherson Media at Newsprinters

Councillor Orpen ( right) and Anne Boyd.
Photograph by Barbara Oehring at the Gully News  
Volunteers Annual Party.

Gully News walkers
The Volunteers Expo on Saturday 17 May was a great
day for our Ferntree Gully newspaper. Through the
Expo we welcomed six new walkers to assist in the
delivery of our wonderful publication. Many thanks
to you all for volunteering your time.
We still have a number of areas not receiving our
newspaper. These areas include:
• Mountain Gate – Windermere Drive area,
Darby Lane & Trefoil Street
• In and around Cambden Park Parade
• Off Hancock Road
• Blackwood Park Road through to Trafalgar
Street
If you are able to help out by devoting half an hour
to an hour every two months, please contact Jenny
Ford on 9758 1370.

Find Ferntree Gully online

The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing.  
The newspaper website is ferntreegullynews.com
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District
Learning Centre is mdlc.com.au
Other news and events are at the following:
ferntreegully.vic.au
lowergullytraders.com.au
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au

Village News
Planning Panel supports Foothills environment for Village
Another stage in the approval of Knox Council’s
Draft Strategic Plan for Ferntree Gully Village has
been reached with the publication of the Planning
Panel’s Report.
The Panel supports the height reduction of buildings
to an 8m limit, and supports the primacy given to the
landscape significance of the Dandenong Foothills
over the need for urban consolidation.
The Panel approved the changes to the Amendment
made by Council on 28 January 2014 recognising and
supporting the views expressed by the community in

their responses. The Plan returns to Council in June
and  then to the Minister for final approval.
Looking to the future of the Village, the Panel
suggests that ‘incremental change in Ferntree Gully
Village, supported by streetscape, access and other
improvements to be undertaken by Council and other
authorities, will be an appropriate way to consolidate
and enhance the Village.’ The full report can be read
on   http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/Files/Planning/
Knox_C129_Panel_Report.pdf
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Councillor’s Column

Dorset Road Extension Limbo

Strong interest in ‘New Grove’ ashes positions
for Ferntree Gully Cemetery
A new ashes area has been opened at the Ferntree
Gully Cemetery, attracting an amazing response
from residents keen to secure one of the 385 niches
in ‘The Grove’.
‘We are thrilled with the level of interest already
shown by people who have been on our waiting list,’
reports Dobson Ward Councillor and Chair of the
Cemetery Trust Special Committee, Karin Orpen.
‘More than 90 positions have already been
purchased and we are continuing to receive strong
interest.’  
After being established in 1873, the five acres of
Crown land has always been a picturesque location
for the final resting place of many residents from the
local community.

‘We have many pioneers of our district buried here
in the cemetery, including well-known members of
the Dobson, Baird and Friberg families,’ Cr Orpen
said. ‘And it is also the last resting place of renowned
landscape artist Sir Arthur Streeton.’
Knox Council took over responsibility as Trustee
of the cemetery in July 1982. The Ferntree Gully
Cemetery Special Trust Committee oversees
management of the cemetery.
‘Anyone interested in securing a position is more
than welcome to contact us,’ Cr Orpen added. Contact
Council’s Cemetery Administration staff via 9298
8000 or call in to the office at 511 Burwood Highway
in Wantirna South. Or email  administrationsupport@
knox.vic.gov.au

Judging by the amount of comments I have received,
members of our local community were clearly not
enthused by recent statements that the Dorset Road
extension should not happen as it would increase
traffic on Dorset Road!
Not withstanding that Dorset Road is a Vic Roads
purpose-built arterial road whose function is to
direct passing traffic away from local residential
streets, Knox Council has been seeking support
from the State Government for decades to see the
extension constructed .   In 2012 the RACV released
‘Growing Pains - keeping pace with transport needs
in outer Melbourne and Geelong’ and one of the
major projects identified in the report is the need
for the Dorset Road extension.
As residents would know, particularly those south
of Burwood highway in the Glenfern/Ormonde/
Blackwood Park Road, Windermere and Hancock
Drive area, there is a marked increase in traffic using
these streets as a short-cut due to the lack of North/
South connection.  
The local road network south of Burwood
Highway, where Dorset Road currently terminates,
is carrying an excessive volume of through traffic
which can be attributed to motorists short-cutting
through these local streets.
The traffic, however, is one aspect.   There is
another very human one as well.
Over 25 years ago the Government Authority of
the day placed a ‘Public Acquisition Overlay’ on
approx 11 private properties for the extension which
hasn’t materialised.  
The overlay still stands, effectively placing those
residents in limbo in terms of the ultimate future of
their properties.  
We need a commitment from the Government
sooner rather than later.
Cr Karin Orpen
Dobson Ward Councillor
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Community News
A green and leafy city

It’s budget time
Mountain Gate Centre is one of the winners in
Knox Council’s budget for 2014-15 with nearly
a million dollars for streetscape renewal, bus
shelter and toilets. Replacement of poor
pavements will be especially welcome.
Improvements to roads, pavements and open
spaces across the municipality continue to be big
items, as are increases in costs of child care due to
new regulations.  There is also increased funding for
elderly residents. An average rate increase of 5.25%  
(the lowest rate rise in eight years), is considered
responsible planning to meet increasing costs, new
needs and renewal of existing assets.  
Your responses are invited.   See the website for
details www.knox.vic.gov.au

Knox Environment Society members at the Volunteers
Expo.

Knox Council is proud of its green and leafy streets
and these have more to offer than an attractive feel.
There is a real connection between trees and health,
as an article on the Knox Environment Society’s
website explains.
Not only do trees act as a natural filter removing
pollution from the air, research suggests that there
is a more nuanced effect on our bodies with patients
recovering from illness more quickly when they can
see trees from a window, rather than a brick wall.
It seems that looking at natural scenes induces a
sense of well-being that overcomes negative thoughts
and possibly as a consequence seems to reduce stress
and the physical ailments that follow from stress.
Read more on the website kes.org.au under
Articles, and ‘When trees die’. If you are thinking
of planting up your own garden, go along to their
Community Nursery beside the Ferntree Gully
Library in Burwood Highway.  Here they have for
sale an ever-increasing collection of native trees,
shrubs, grasses and groundcovers. The friendly team
of knowledgable volunteers are there to help. Open
weekends and Thursdays.

TRADE IN YOUR HEARING AIDS

AND

SAVE TODAY!!

Upgrade now - to improve your life, and someone else’s too.
Not only will trading-up your hearing aids provide you with the benefits of the
latest breakthrough in hearing technology, you can save up to $400* off the purchase
price of your next device(s). Your trade-in aids will be sent to Hearing Project Nepal
to assist those in desperate need of help with their hearing.

www.knoxaudiology.com.au

TRADE IN
& SAVE UP TO

$400

OFF YOUR PURCHASE
*CONDITIONS APPLY

WANTIRNA Ph: 9800 5697 • DOREEN Ph: 9800 5941• BORONIA Ph: 9839 3350
Offer vaild till 30th January 2015. Book your appointment today to take up this exlusive offer.
Knox Audiology Advert 22.05.2014_V2.indd 1
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Community Bank
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2014 Annual Community Grants Presentation
Each year the Community Bank® gives back to the
community via its annual community grants.  This
year there were many requests totalling over $93,000.  
Eighteen organisations were ultimately successful,
sharing over $30,000.
The Presentation Evening was held at the Ferntree
Gully Peace & Loyalty Lodge in early April.  
Representatives from all the recipient organisations
attended the ceremony, along with local politicians,
Kim Wells MP and Nick Wakeling MP.  The bank’s
director, Darren Pearce attended in his capacity as
Mayor of Knox.  The ceremony was also attended
by bank CEO, John Surridge, both branch managers,
Tina Leslie and Mick Spruhan, bank directors and a
number of other bank employees.
Hurtle Lupton, Chairman of the Community Bank®
presented the grant certificates to the recipients.  The
grants were awarded to a variety of organisations that In further editions of this paper, some of the
provide a number of different functions within the recipient’s stories will be explored.  In this edition,
wider Knox community.  A list of the grant recipients two organisations will be highlighted.
The Lower Gully Traders Association is a group
is below:
of local traders who have banded together to support
1st Ferntree Gully Scouts
and promote the traders in The Village.  This year,
Bena Angliss Kindergarten
they applied for seed funding to promote and improve
Blue Jay Foundation
the shopping experience in The Village by improving
Bridgewater Centre
signage of The Village at the borders of The Village.
Coonara Community House
SPANeast is an organisation that supports
Foothills Community Care
Ferntree Gully Cricket Club
and provides education to the community about
Golden Memories Karaoke
suicide and suicide prevention.  This relatively new
Introfish
organisation runs an annual community walk for
Knox Historical Society
those who have been affected by suicide and also have
Knoxbrooke
a website with links and resources for anyone at risk
Liberty Avenue Playgroup
or impacted by suicide in their family or workplace.  
Lower Gully Traders Association
Nicki, Lauren and Gayle attended the awards night
SPANeast
and accepted their community grant on behalf of the
U3A
organisation, to be used to fund the training of two
Upper Ferntree Gully Playgroup
volunteers in first aid and to purchase a first aid kit
Upper Ferntree Gully Junior Football Club
Women on the Move
to be available during their community walk and

other events.  Check out their website, that also has
a very nice thank you to the bank posted http://www.
spaneast.org.au/news.html

Worthy of your loose change
Have you been into the branch lately and noticed
the three piggy banks on the counter in the branch?  
These are supporting three local community groups
who were nominated by staff in the local area.  The
piggies are numbered one to three.  Money collected
from each of these piggy banks will be forwarded to
the nominated groups.  Number 1 piggy is for Irabina
Childhood Autism Services, No 2 piggy supports
Southern Cross Kids (Victoria) and Number 3 piggy
is for Crime Victims Support Association.  
For those who visit The Village on a Saturday, you
will probably be aware of Noel and his sausage sizzle
raising money for Crime Victims Support Association.  
All the groups are worthy of any loose change you
may have in your purse or pocket next time you visit
the bank.

It’s switching your banking to us.
But it’s bigger than that.
It’s providing another $30,000 back to the
community via community grants.
Our bank invests its profits into our community, so
just by banking with us, you automatically become
part of something bigger. Bigger than a bank.
Drop into your nearest branch at 67 Station Street,
Ferntree Gully or phone 9756 0332 or apply now at
bendigobank.com.au

bendigobank.com.au
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. S48164-11

(213626_v2) (13/05/2014)

Nicky, Lauren and Gayle at the Grants Presentation
Evening
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Community News

Knoxbrooke Inc. receives $77,000 in funding

Recently I had the honour of welcoming the
Parliamentary Secretary for Families and Community
Services, Andrea Coote MLC, to visit Knoxbrooke
Inc in Ferntree Gully where she announced $77,000
in funding for Knoxbrooke to commence stage one
of a three stage re-development of the centre.
Stage one will engage consultants, Re-Shape
Development, to scope the 1.47ha site and provide
a feasibility study of options available for redevelopment of the site to ensure the current and
future needs of Knoxbrooke’s clients are met.

Knoxbrooke provides day programs for adults
with an intellectual disability and is a well-loved
community facility. A redevelopment would provide
clients with a fresh and exciting centre for their ongoing day programs which would be better able to
meet their needs and better utilise the site.
Rad Killian, CEO of Knoxbrooke and Pat Dalton,
President of the Knoxbrooke Board of Management
are looking forward to seeing the ideas of what the
future may hold for Knoxbrooke and its clients.

Proudly sponsored by
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

Country Music Club in Ferntree
Gully
The Upwey Country Music Club is holding open mic.
concerts on the first Sunday of each month (except
January) at the Girl Guides Hall in Underwood Rd,
Ferntree Gully.
Walk-up artists and audience welcome. If you’d
like to take part please arrive early to put your name
on the list.
Our Up Country Band starts off the program
followed by artists.  If you require the band to back
you please bring along three copies of music.
Ample parking next to the Hall, entry via the station
car park.  Raffles and Free Lucky Door Prize ticket.  
BYO food & drink if preferred, shops nearby. Cold
drinks available. Free tea and coffee.
When: First Sunday of month, no concert January
Where: Girl Guides Hall, Underwood Rd, Ferntree
Gully
Time: 12.30pm to 5pm
Cost:   $5 members, $7 non members.  Annual
membership $12
Contact: Leonie (secretary) 9758-7824 or Rhonda
(publicity) 9801-3387

Thank you from Angliss Auxiliary

Thank you to all our wonderful supporters of our
Angliss Hospital Ferntree Gully Auxiliary’s Mother’s
Day Raffle, which raised $1,613.00.
The winners are as follows:
1st Black B83 – Carol; 2nd Black D41 – Marianne;
3rd Purple D04 – May.
For further information about our auxiliary, please
ring Denise on 9763 4803

Nick Wakeling, MP for Ferntree Gully

Have a go at cricket

For the past 3 years the Ferntree Gully Cricket Club
(FTGCC) and Special Olympics Victoria (SOV)
have been working in partnership to develop an All
Abilities (AA) Cricket Team.
The players train regularly during the cricket season
and play in All Abilities Cricket Carnivals hosted by
cricket clubs who have AA teams and Cricket Victoria.
‘Our long term goal is to have a regular cricket
competition for people with a disability and working
with local cricket clubs also gives these players an
opportunity to play with a club’s main stream teams
if they so wish’, said Kevin O’Byrne, SOV State
Manager.
The cricket program at the FTGCC, coached by
Malcom McLean, started with the running of ‘have a
go’ clinics held regularly at the club for local disability

organisations such as Knoxbrooke & Interchange,
as well some of the local Special Schools. ‘But we
are always wanting more people with a disability to
get involved with our All Abilities team’ stated Mal.
The club has been fortunate to receive a grant of
$2500 from the Bendigo Bank to go towards the cost
of purchasing training and competition uniforms for

August
2011
Ferntree Gully News June
2014

the team. So the team will look great in their new gear
at the start of the 2014-15 cricket season.
For further information on how you can get
involved with the All Abilities cricket team, please
contact either Mal McLean (FTGCC) on 0407 532
316 or Kevin O’Byrne (SOV) on 03 9877 2769.

Community News

U3A Knox was very pleased to receive a $1000
Community Grant from Bendigo Bank of FTG &
Rowville, which it plans to use as first Prize for  the
U3A Art Show, a major event of Knox Seniors Week
in October.  Last year’s show was the best ever, with
a record number of entries, a record amount paid in
prizes and record takings.  It was also the best ever
attendance.  The grant received gets us off to a great
start towards the 2014 Art and Craft Exhibition and
Sale.  Entry forms should be available in June/July
on our website.  
Meanwhile Term 2 is continuing on schedule with
some new venues in use, including the facility of the
local Football Club. On Friday 27 June  the end of
Term luncheon will feature renowned author Hanifa
Deen as speaker.  As well as the many activities
available at U3A Knox there are many such ‘extras’
and bus trips over the 4 terms.   
Some new subjects underway this term are the
Solo Travel Discussion Group  on Mondays at 3 pm.   
Chess for All on Mondays at 3.30 pm in Parkhills,  Fun
Maths with Ron Smith,on Tuesdays,  and Philosophy problems with balance, would find this useful. Also
with Hans Strichow,   Tuesdays at 11.15 am. The on Tuesdays. The Belly Dancing group has started
No Falls Group is still going strong, and those with well with participants having great fun.  
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Enquiries about vacancies in classes and other
activities on offer:
Tel 9752 2737    or go to    www.u3aknox.com.au

Boost for home and community care services
The Federal Member for Aston, the Hon Alan Tudge
MP, announced in April a $189,921 funding boost to
Home and Community Care services in Knox. Frail,
older people and younger people with a disability in
Knox will get extra support to stay in their own homes
thanks to the additional funding.
This includes assistance for nursing and allied health
care, personal care, domestic assistance, meals, social

support, as well as respite services for carers, without
which many people wouldn’t be able to remain living
independently.
Mr Tudge said the Home and Community care
funding would be distributed among fourteen services
throughout Knox.
‘This extra funding will help expand existing
services or create new ones in identified priority areas

of need across Knox, to support residents who need
help to continue to live at home,’ said Mr Tudge.
The funding was part of the $668 million in joint
Australian and Victorian funding invested in the
Home and Community Care program across Victoria
this financial year.

Ferntree Gully News June 2014
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Food Feature

Coffee – the taste and the time-out
Remember the comments when the first
coffee shop opened in the hills.
‘Aw. Geez. A bit Lygony!’
Coffee, as we know it today in cafes and in
all its variety, arrived here in the hills just
600 years after it migrated from its home
in Yemen. First chewed, then drunk after
boiling, by the time it left the Arab world and
arrived in Europe, coffee was being drunk
with milk. Coffee shops now proliferate
throughout the hills and while every care
is taken to ensure quality in roast, blends,
preparation and service, it’s the social
aspects of the coffee experience that is also
important and it’s this experience that café
owners are keen to provide their customers.
Food Feature writer Teresa Cannon reports
on two local shops.

Somersault cafe
Somersault Café on Burwood Highway prides itself
(and rightly so) on offering an ambience where an
individual or group can relax and enjoy a drink
or a meal. The café is spacious so customers do
not feel overcrowded. Décor is gentle, pleasing
and welcoming. Soft armchairs provide an easy
experience while tables and chairs are there for those
who want to sit high and eat.  
After 16 years in catering Sue Milburn decided
to pursue her dream and start a coffee shop. A year
ago she opened Somersault Café, named from a
family toss-up of ideas and a subsequent vote. She’s
researched customer desires and pricing. There’s no
change of menu as the day progresses. Rather, it’s
an all-day breakfast. The fridge displays pies and
focaccia stuffed with inviting ingredients. Aware
of dietary needs, Sue ensures there’s a gluten-free
selection.  
Coffee at Somersault is well-rounded and silky.
And the type? ‘It’s Piazza d’ora,’ says Sue. ‘And
that’s “cause we like it”.’ This says much about her
down-to-earth approach and her wish to cater to her
customers.   Prices and parking are other customer

Customers enjoy tasty food and drinks in the
pleasing ambience of Somersault Café

considerations. Prices are ‘realistic’ (very reasonable)
and parking is easy.
Somersault Café Shop 3, 1015 Burwood Highway,
Ferntree Gully (near Aldi supermarket)
0417377865
https://www.facebook.comSomersaultCafe
Open: 9am to 3pm Mon to Sat
Breakfasts $4 to $16: Muffins, croissants, bacon
and eggs. Lunch $6 to $10: Sandwiches, wraps,
focaccia, quesadillas, salads, cakes and biscuits,
drinks. Extensive range of teas and coffees. Variety
of smoothies and juices. Specials offered daily.

Around the Bend Café
As its name suggests, this coffee shop is just around
the bend in Station Street, opposite the station.
Owner Karen Wigg quips that it’ll drive her ‘around
the bend’. But this belies her commitment to people
and food.
‘I’m a bit of a Mum to everyone,’ she says. ‘People
are important and it’s important that they are fed well.’
A chef for over 30 years, Karen’s experience ranges
from catering for board room corporates to older
people in aged care.  
‘At Around the Bend, it’s cooking like our parents
did ,’ says Karen. Everything from soups to lasagnes
to cakes is prepared on the premises. It’s a tiny place
but there’s room for privacy, inside or out.
Coffee is Gigante but for Karen it’s not so much
what the coffee is but what one does with it. She’s
keenly aware of how temperature and humidity
affect the beans and grinding. Even the milk and its
creaminess play an important part. She’s proud of
her baristas who understand the art of good coffee
making. And it’s not just a good coffee she’s keen to
provide. ‘We always boil the kettle to make a cup of
tea,’ she says. And her chai is the real thing brimming
with the flavours and aromas of exotic spices.
‘A visit here,’ says Karen, ‘is time out for people.
I’m happy to accommodate them for chill-out and
me-time.’
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Around the Bend Café 121 Station St, Ferntree
Gully 0434959255
https://www.facebook.com/ATBCafe
Open: 7am to 3pm Mon to Fri, 8am to 2pm Sat
Staples of sausage rolls, soups and pastries. Other
offerings change daily and may include: curried beef
pie ($5), French toast with maple syrup (($8), carrot
and lentil soup ($5) with salad ($8), chicken schnitzel
sandwich ($7), frittatas and lasagnes. Specials include
coffee and cake for $5. Dietary needs catered for
especially gluten-free.
Teresa Cannon

Heidi at Around the Bend Café wonders how she’ll
cut the caramel slice.

Food Feature
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Waste not – a herbal solution

BASIL
Dedicated to the Journal Café, Melbourne City Library,
Flinders Lane and read at ‘Poetry at the Hut’, April 2014

Bring me tomato bruschetta
The taste and the smell of the sun
Plenty of basil
Not too much pepper
Savours that take me back to Europe
Taste since the world has begun.
So grill me a slice of ciabatta
Anoint it with olive and salt
And cleave into pieces
The swelling tomato
The deep and all-knowing great heart of tomato
Spread out on an altar of toast.
And cover with leaves from the basil
Its savour embalming the wound
To cut them together
Will lift you to heaven
The green and the red
United in fragrance
The new world embraced by the old.
For basil breeds life out of mourning
Neapolis flowers on the shore
They die not in vain
For basil grows strong
On the blood of the heroes of Troy

I suppose that you, like me, have a little herb patch
somewhere on your expansive Ferntree Gully
Ponderosa.  And I suppose that you, like me, use a few
of their leaves during your culinary moments, look at
the beautiful flowers they produce and take in their
aromatic fragrances.  So what then?  Do you wait for
your friendly snail colony to finish them off?  Maybe
let the sun burn the blessed little things to oblivion
or just watch them rot away sadly in their soggy soil
with the first blast of winter?  And then do you write
on your shopping list ‘mixed herbs’ and never give it
another thought.  Well how clever are you?
    Forget the little bottles of herbs. Why aren’t you
making up your own dried herbs?  It’s not hard to take
a handful of leaves from each plant and dry them off
in a sunny window or pop them into your oven a few
times as it is cooling down after the Sunday roast.  
You can do this successfully with oregano, sage,
rosemary and thyme, chives, garlic and chillies. (Give
the chillies a slit along the length to avoid mould).
      I’ve tried hanging them but they seem to collect
dust and I get a little nervous about poisoning myself
if I have to use insect spray on the aberrant European
wasp that invades my personal space. So, when that’s

all done and they are all nice and crisp give them a
little burst with the Bamix and store them separately
or make up your own blends.   I bung all that lot
together with black peppercorns and a little salt and
to make a tangy steak rub or to mix with flour to use
as a coating for meats or roast vegies.
Now don’t even start me on collecting the seeds
and potting them up for next year. We are indeed a
wasteful lot, aren’t we?
Cheers,
Cordon Bloke

Live Band Friday and Sunday Nights

Basil grows wild on the islands
Basil will not be contained
Its little black seeds
On the boots, in the boats,
Will spread it to Italy
Spread it to Carthage
And now to Australia it comes.

FERNTREE GULLY BOWLING CLUB - 9753 5888
Friday Night @ 8.15 p.m. - Free Entry
“THE GUILTY PARTY” or “2 OF HEARTS”

And three thousand years of the basil
Traversing the wine-sodden ocean
With the music of flutes
And the bleating of goats
And reaching to heaven
And blood on the stones
For the green and the red
And the white of the bread
In my mouth all the flavours come home.

Sunday Night Rock ‘n’ Roll @ 7.00 p.m. - $5 Entry
Upcoming Bands:

JUMP ’N’ JIVE

BLACKHILL RAMBLERS

FENDER BENDERS

ROCKIN’ DADDY’S

Glenfern Rd, Ferntree Gully

Historical Notes. Dates are approximate
1000 BC: Trojan war
750: BC  Neapolis (now Naples) Greek
colony city founded in Italy
250 BC: Carthage attacks Rome
100 BC-300 AD: Power of the Roman Empire
1550: Tomato brought to Europe from Central America
1950: Greeks and Italians come to Australia. Australians
enjoying good food.

Helen McCulloch
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Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP
for Ferntree Gully.

Lock it or lose it

Learning to go it alone

Member for Ferntree Gully, Nick Wakeling MP was
thrilled to recently launch the Knox L2P Learner
Driver Mentor Program.
The L2P Program was developed to support
Victoria’s Graduated Licensing System (GLS), which
requires learner drivers under 21 to record at least 120
hours of supervised driving before they can sit their
probationary licence test. The Program is a Victorian
Government road safety initiative designed to help
drivers under 21, who do not have access to a car
or supervisor, but need to gain on-road experience
to prepare for solo driving. There are 62 programs
fully operational across Victoria benefiting over 2000
learner drivers.
Inexperience is the most significant crash factor for
young drivers. In the five years from 2008 to 2012,
44 drivers aged 18 to 21 years were seriously injured
and 138 more sustained other injuries in the Knox
City Council area.  
Mr Wakeling said, ‘This program will give young
people the skills they need to be more confident, safer
and smarter drivers through the help and support of
our community volunteers. For most young people,
gaining the 120 hours of supervised driving required
to apply for a probationary licence isn’t a problem
but it can prove very difficult for some.’
Five participants and 15 mentors have already

signed up for the Knox City program. There are still
places left so please contact UnitingCare Harrison in
Wantirna to see if you are eligible to participate in
this fantastic program (9871 8700)
CEO of UnitingCare Harrison Stephanie Webber
said ‘There is a genuine need for young people in
our region to be supported to achieve their Victorian
Driving Licence. We are pleased to be able to bring
together the resources of VicRoads, Knox Council,
RACV and Bendigo Bank to allow us to make this
possible for 20 of our young people and we look
forward to seeing this program make a real difference
in people’s lives.’
The Victorian Government together with road
safety agencies has been successful in reducing the
young driver casualty crashes by 20 per cent in recent
years through measures such as the GLS, a ban on
mobile phone use for all probationary drivers and a
range of support programs.
Support programs include the revised road safety
workshop Fit2Drive (F2D) which was launched
recently and is being rolled out to Year 11 students
across Victoria to tackle teenage risk taking on the
road. Other successful programs for young people
include Keys Please and Looking after our Mates.
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Police in Knox continue to warn about theft of
valuables from cars.  Don’t take risks. Don’t make it
easy for the thieves. Whenever you leave your car:
• remove all valuable items
• lock all doors and close all windows
• remove GPS units and wipe the suction mark
off the window
• park your car in a well-lit and secure area
• when at home, park in a locked garage if
possible, or off the street in your driveway.
Commonly stolen items are: money, wallets, credit
cards, tools and powertools. If you must leave
valuables in your car, place them in your boot where
they cannot be seen. Do not leave personal documents
such as registration or driver’s licence in your car.
These items contain your home address. Install a
car alarm.
Keep your community safe.
Report all crime, property damage and theft.
In an emergency phone 000 for police, fire or
ambulance, or report to
Knox Police Station 9881 7000
Crime stoppers 1800 333 000

Callous thieves hurt Habitat
for Humanity’s Home Building
Program
Callous thieves have set back Habitat for Humanity’s
home building projects across Victoria after an
opportunistic burglary at their offices and home
improvement thrift shop ReStore at Kilsyth.
Gully News readers may remember that one of
our walkers, Peter Cormack, is a Habitat volunteer.  
The organisation is devastated at the loss of tools
and office equipment, and damage to buildings
totaling $20,000. Habitat relies on this shop to
generate revenue to finance building programs for
impoverished families. Among almost 50 families
rehoused across Victoria are many bushfire victims.
‘It’s hard to understand why anyone would break in
and rob a charity that is seeking to help people with
significant needs in our community and it makes our
job a little harder than it needs to be and dampens
everyone’s enthusiasm,’ said Executive Director
Philip Curtis.

Fire Safety 11
Touch and play at CFA
Fire Brigade sees the need for fire safety with
diverse groups.
Vision Australia members visited the Ferntree Gully
Fire Brigade earlier this year for a one of a kind hands
on fire safety experience.
Fire Brigade members spent the day exploring the
diverse needs of the sight impaired group, offering
advice and information specific to their needs.
Most of the Vision Australia members have limited
or no sight and were delighted with the touch and play
experience the members of the Ferntree Gully Fire
Brigade presented them with.  
The need for this interaction was recognised by
FTG fire Brigade Life Member, 81year old Frank
Stephenson who is now also a member of the Vision
Australia Group.
Do you have a group with specific fire safety needs
or would you like more information about Vision
Australia?
Contact: Wendy Cormack at Ferntree Gully Fire
Brigade 9758 6725
Sarah Hudson at Vision Australia 9760 0000
Photographs by Gary Fevreau.
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Why poetry is important

Poetry is not impractical nor is it frivolous. And it’s
absolutely not boring. In my opinion, it is essential.
Many of us were exposed to Shakespeare in high
school and did not take a liking. Thus we turned our
backs on poetry and decided we had no use for such
nonsense. We did not explore poetry any further and
we weren’t told to. There were much more important
things to be getting on with.
What a shame. Shakespeare is wonderful, but he
is not the be all and end all of poetry. Not by a long
shot. And at fourteen years of age, I don’t expect any
kid to be too immersed in what he has to say.
But poetry is something that lives inside us all. It
dances off the pages and gets into our stomachs. It is
fiery. It bubbles and bustles. It is honest and real and
raw. Poetry relies on our feelings, our experiences,
our own lives. Therefore everyone can write it –
everyone has something to say. And a poem can say
anything at all. There are no limits. That is the beauty
of it. There is no need to analyse it or deconstruct
it too much. It doesn’t always have to make sense.
And what may make sense to one person, might not
work for another. That is okay. Find the poems that
resonate with you. Find the poems that speak to you.
Poetry dares us to break free. To take hold of
our emotions and harness them. It dares us to be
dangerous, to be powerful, to be in control. Poet e.e.
cummings once said, ‘Well, write poetry for god’s
sake, it’s the only thing that matters’, and I couldn’t
agree more.
Katelin Farnsworth
The two poems in this issue (see also page 9) were
read at the April session of ‘Poetry in The Hut’ and
reproduced here by courtesy of the poets.
The Ferntree Gully Arts Society at The Hut, often
hold poetry workshops and readings in a comfortable
and laid back environment. For more information
contact The Hut on  9758 8955 on how to get involved
– or head to their website: http://thehutgallery.
wordpress.com/ And keep writing!

The Road Most Taken
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I I took the one less travelled by,
And that has made all the difference.

The Hut Gallery
157 Underwood Road
Ferntree Gully 3156

Robert Frost

In a dark wood
Redolent of another’s meeting place
I stood to rest awhile
Pondering, waiting for some sign
To guide my faltering feet
To set them upon the turning track
But in my midst
I counted not two paths
But ever so many spread before me
All appearing as fair and foul
Which way was for me
Was far from clear
But driven by some steely purpose
The way I went was that of many
I took the road most travelled
And walked with the throng
Whether I had chosen this way
Or was unable to break from its sway
I cannot say
In the company of friends and strangers
I made a journey of unearthing
All of us hauling a load together
Falling in ditches
Scaling barbed walls
Lurching from mistakes to better days
I chose the way of all souls
And knew myself to be one of many
And the many as one
What difference it made, if any
I shall only wonder.
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‘Young At Art’ Exhibition

A youth award exhibition
Opens Saturday 14 June  preview
Official Opening and Judging 22 June at 2pm
Closes 29 June 4pm

Poetry in The Hut Gallery
Sunday 15 June 3.00 pm
Entry $5.00 includes Refreshments

Print and Drawing Exhibition

  Preview Sunday 6 July
Official Opening and Judging 13 July at 2pm
Closes Sunday 27 July at 4pm

Gallery Hours

Saturday & Sundays 10am to 4pm
Free Admission

Workshops available in Still Life, Life Drawing,
Portraiture and Print Making Classes with tuition
in different mediums also available
For more details Phone 9758 8955
or visit our website:
www.thehutgallery.wordpress.com

Youth Award Exhibition 2014
Ferntree Gully Art Society is calling for entries for
this year’s Youth Award exhibition, ‘Young at Art’
to be held in June.
The exhibition is open to students aged between
12 – 19 years and is intended to give young people
the experience of preparing and entering their work
for display and judging. This exhibition is growing
in popularity and attracted a record number of entries
last year.
Prizes offered in each category are:
Junior 12 –15, 1st  $250, and 2nd $100
Senior 16 -19, 1st  $400 and 2nd $200
Entry forms are still available but closing soon.
Please encourage any young artist you know to take
advantage of this opportunity.  
Enquiries: 9762 9429 or 0421 994 598
Email the_hut@outlook.com
Generously supported by the Ferntree Gully
Community Bank® branch of the Bendigo Bank.

Arts Pages 13
70 years of arts in the Gully
The Ferntree Gully Arts Society has been an
integral part of the Dandenong Foothills for
70 years.
Local artist and potter Allan Lowe recognised the
need to encourage the wealth of artistic talent that had
gathered in the hills during the early 1940s. In 1944
he assembled some 200 paintings for a Citizens’ Loan
Exhibition. Works borrowed included such luminaries
as Tom Roberts, Sir Arthur Streeton, Louis Buvelot,
Hans Heyson, Albert Namatjira, Walter Withers,
Phillips Fox and George Lambert.
This popular exhibition gave birth to the Society
which is housed in the building fondly known as ‘The
Hut’, so called after an old army hut was moved to
the site on Underwood Road in 1947.
The Society continues to be a place where artists
are encouraged to advance their skills, attending
workshops in painting, life drawing, printmaking
and portraiture. Members are able to display their
works in regular exhibitions, and compete for prizes
in a variety of media. Bi-monthly poetry and music
afternoons are popular with many in the community.
Recently the Society has focussed on encouraging
young artists by holding the highly successful ‘Young
at Art’ and ‘Street Art on Canvas’ exhibitions. These
are aimed at giving young people the experience of
entering their work in an exhibition, and having it
viewed and appreciated by the public.
Thus the vision of Allan Lowe and others whose
untiring commitment to the Society over 70 years,
has ensured that it remains a focus for all who love
the Arts.

On the Dandenong Ranges Open Studios day
in May, artists from the Ferntree Gully Arts
Society shared their diverse skills with visitors.
Pictured are: print maker Marg, Gillian at the
delicate work of Honiton lace, and painters
Jock, Christine and (below left) Brenda.
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Church Services

In memory of John Ferrands

Out of darkness into light

Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156.
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School 10.00am
for Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156
Minister: Lt Angela Locke
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
Tel.9758 0217
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Worship
Sunday 8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist with hymns
Thursday 10.00am Holy Eucharist
followed by cuppa and chat
Christian Meditation Tuesday 9.30am, 5.15pm
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

You may have noticed that our
new picnic table has taken its
place on the lawns of the church,
under our ‘Message Tree’.  
We hope it becomes a blessed
meeting place where community
happens, warts and all.  
The funding to purchase this table was a gift
from the family of John Ferrands.   Many people in
Ferntree Gully and surrounds will remember John.  
John lived in Ferntree Manor, and was involved in
many aspects of the life of the community.  He was
into music and art.  He enjoyed talking about politics
and current affairs.  He was an outgoing person who
loved learning, and who loved being with people.  
His journeys with his friends and family took him
far and wide, into many interesting and varied places
and experiences.
John attended our church services regularly, and
was a very welcome member of our congregation.  
He was particularly interested in the music side of
things, and enjoyed playing the trumpet, and would
often stay back for a 'jam' session after the service
and morning tea.   John passed away suddenly in
October 2011.  
Because of John's love of community, of getting
together with people, of eating and socialising, we
thought a community table, where people are offered
a place to come and meet, would be an appropriate
way to remember him.   You will notice, therefore,
when you take the opportunity to sit for a while,
there is a plaque attached to the table, dedicated to
our friend John Ferrands.

As we enter into Winter and leave Spring behind us
Easter is still a close memory.
Easter was first celebrated in the northern
hemisphere in the Springtime. Lent started at the end
of Winter when food supplies were low, so the idea
of fasting was not only a spiritual experience but a
practical necessity. As Spring came it must have been
easy to relate the idea of resurrection to the renewed
and more abundant world around them.
But what about us in the southern hemisphere
where we celebrate Easter in Autumn and move on
from there into the Winter? With a little adjustment
I think we can still take comfort from our Easter
experience. Images of light and darkness can reflect
our lifelong journey.
One of the main themes of Easter is renewal and
transformation. As the Autumn leaves fell and the
light diminished we had a time of letting go things
that need to go. It’s almost as if the trees were glad
to let go of their leaves because it meant they are
now ready to prepare new life to come. Jesus said
to his friends: ‘a seed must die and be buried so that
new life can come’. Just so, he died, was buried and
resurrected bringing new life into the world.
Through the short Melbourne winter we can reflect
on wintertime as a time of holy darkness where the
beginnings of new life can be nurtured, just as Jesus
spent time in the tomb before his resurrection. This
need no more be a time to fear because we know the
dawning of the Son will come. We can see this time
when the trees are bare and we must be indoors more,
as a time to nurture ourselves and trust ourselves to
the task of allowing God’s new life to grow within
us. Sometimes it seems as though we want the Spring
without Winter but just as there can be no resurrection
without dying, there can be no new hope without
letting go of what needs to be let go of and nurturing
in the dark what is to reborn.
One of our projects at St Thomas is the Kids
Hope program where some of us mentor vulnerable
primary school children who need support in troubled
lives. Sometimes we may wonder if we are making
much of a difference as we see the children face
seemingly overwhelming difficulties, but as sure as
Spring follows Winter, we can know that any act of
compassion plants seed which one day will grow into
a beautiful crop.
So don’t see the Winter as a time of deadness and
empty dark, see instead this as a time where you can
nurture the seeds of new life until they are ready to
grow and bloom into great beauty.

Students from Mountain District Learning
Centre enjoying winter sunshine.

Catherine Couche
St Thomas Anglican Church
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Remembering Gallipoli 15
Once again the dramatic setting of the Old
Quarry Park at Peregrine Heights, Ferntree
Gully, attracted a crowd to an Anzac Day
Dawn Service. Around 200 people made
their way in the darkness down to the
lower levels of the new park where they
faced the cliffside of the mountain to wait
for the dawn. Many gathered afterwards
for breakfast at the nearby St John’s
Parish hall. The event was organised by
Mountain District Learning Centre and the
Lower Gully Traders and will be held again
next year. Our thanks to all who helped.
Since the event, readers have sent in
thoughtful and moving responses linking
the experience with their personal and
professional concerns. We reproduce
some of them here.

Anzac Day 2014
Over recent years, I have always intended to go to the
dawn Anzac Day service in Melbourne. What with
one thing and another, I never got there. The crowds at
that service seemed to have increased to such an extent
that the idea became less and less appealing to me.
Now let’s turn back the clock a few years. My Sister,
my Mother and I lived with my Grandparents for
quite a few years. I was about five at the time and we
lived with them for about seven years until we could
afford to rent a house of our own. My Grandparents
were very decent people.
I didn’t know it at the time, but my Grandad had
a brother, Angie. Very occasionally I heard his name
mentioned. Apart from those times, he was never
spoken of. When my Mother died some 30 years ago,
I discovered a tin containing old letters. Many of these
letters related to times during the First World War. I
learned that Angie had died on active service while
overseas.                            .
I now have many of his letters sent to my Grandad,
(his Brother).  Some letters were sent to Angie from
my Mother when she was very little.  The last letter
I have was sent to Angie from my Grandad. He
was then the Manager of the Commercial Banking
Co. of Australia in Drouin Victoria. It was returned
unopened, simply stamped DECEASED.
This Anzac day, 25 April 2014, my wife, daughter
and grandson and I attended the dawn service at
the site of the old quarry in Ferntree Gully. It was a
perfectly still, cloudless morning. A small crowd of
one to two hundred folk gathered there.
After a short ceremony, as light entered the sky
above the mountain range, the lone bugler sounded.
The sound echoed off the mountain side.
I was able to ‘remember’ the Fallen Digger whom
I had never known, Private AB Elliott who died in
France on 26 July, 1916, aged 23 years and two days.                    
Graham Crichton

The spirit of Anzac

Every year for almost 100 years, Australians
throughout the world have stood in silence at dawn
on April 25 to contemplate the essence and the
honour of the Anzac legacy. Our observance of this
sacred ceremony commences in the pre-dawn light,
in recognition of the moment in which Australian
and New Zealand soldiers commenced their Gallipoli
campaign.
Our collective reverence during each ceremony,
however, reflects the nation-defining moments in
which the Anzac spirit of mateship, camaraderie
and community were crafted in defiance of the fear,
distress and almost certain suffering of our young
and our dear.
In the 99 years since our Anzacs first landed on the
shore of Gallipoli, Australians young and old continue
to speak in awe and admiration of that shared and
sacred moment in the pre-dawn light; that moment in
time which we now see as Australia coming of age as a
nation. Collectively we are commemorating a moment
when the young people of our young federation were
united as one through their likeness and commonality.
At dawn on 25 April this year, as I stood with my
family beside my fellow community members at the
Ferntree Gully quarry Anzac Day ceremony, I reflected
upon both the harshness of war and the importance
of community. The dawn service itself was attended
by over 150 locals, people who had come to show
respect for those who fought and served, people who
had come to participate in communal solidarity with
their friends, neighbours and community companions.
Living in the Australia of 2014 it can be sometimes
easy to forget that we have so much to be thankful for.
As a nation we are prosperous, we have freedoms, we
have wide equality and bountiful opportunity. Yet we
must equally recognise that pockets of disadvantage
remain in our society, pockets of isolation and
entrenched discrimination.
Although our society is envied the world over for its

fairness and as a land of possibility, we must continue
striving to ensure all members of our community
receive fair and equitable access to our support and
goodwill. And for those who stumble or fall at the
margins, we must protect their right for redemption,
we must maintain for them the opportunity of
communal respect and mateship. After all, that is what
I believe the Anzacs fought so tirelessly to establish
and maintain. In the Australian community of today,
we must not lose our willingness to stand shoulder to
shoulder with our neighbour to help carry their load,
to lessen their burden, to help stare down their fears
or to share in a joke and a smile.
I believe our modern Australian identity owes so
much to the spirit and the sacrifice of the Anzacs.
Standing with my fellow community members at
dawn on April 25 this year, I certainly felt the spirit
of mateship, camaraderie and community among
those gathered.
Matt Posetti
Labor candidate for Ferntree Gully

Sounds of silence

It was a touching simple ceremony we shared this
morning encircled by the safety of our mountain but
strangely reminiscent too of Anzac Cove with the
dawn just breaking over the hill facing us.
We were transported to a place not nearly so
peaceful as we listened to the story of soldiers’ plight
and remembered the fallen whilst giving thanks for
our freedom.
A train in the background broke the silence with
a mechanical rush just as we heard of the enemy’s
onslaught, and a single child cried for a moment
before the trumpet solemnly echoed around the eerie,
quiet cliffs.   
It was a memorable service.
Elinor
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Remembering Alan Bowman

Shopping for wisdom – If you fail to plan ...

At the age of 23, Jock found himself at a dead end.
There he was sitting atop his old cart in the back
streets of East Richmond, a rag-and-bone man
growing old before his time. His youthful years had
amounted to nothing. His only joy in life came at
four o’clock each afternoon when he would tie up
his horse and adjourn to the Cherry Tree Hotel where
he spent too much of his scant income and too much
of his time, most of it in the company of colourful
local characters. At 23, with the city around him still
wrestling post World War II depression, Jock was
spiralling towards a personal calamity. He could
barely read, could manage to write his name but not
much else, he had no trade, he drank too much and
had swallowed most of his savings. He had nowhere
to go - nowhere, that is, until the night that he decided
to go somewhere. He wasn’t sure where. He would
just go.
Next morning, instead of taking to the rubbish
in the laneways of Cremorne, he loaded his horse
and cart with all of his worldly possessions, a swag
and not much else, and by sun up he found himself
travelling up Sydney Road. By Bell Street he had
made up his mind. He would take to the Highway
and circumnavigate Australia. At 20 miles a day,
with weekends off and the odd job along the way, he
reckoned that would see him home in about six years.
Yes.  Jock at last had a plan, not much of a plan, but
a plan indeed. With no map, no money and no job,
the plan may have lacked a little detail, but it was a
plan nonetheless.
Well, the great journey went right to plan for the
first week until he reached Euroa, and in that tiny
North Eastern Victorian hamlet two events conspired

Your Family History at Ferntree
Gully Library

Are you interested in researching your family history?
Are you searching for an old record of a birth, death,
or marriage in Australia, or an early electoral roll, a
cemetery register, immigration records?   Are you trying
to trace ancestors living in the UK in the 1800s?  
With a free library membership card, you can view
many free online family history records at Ferntree
Gully Library, as well as others in the comfort of your
own home? You can even bring your laptop or other
digital device to access many family history records
via the library Wifi.  Come and ask us how to use these
great free digital library resources.

Family History Digital Resources available
at FTG Library
Ancestry Library Edition
Largest collection of genealogy records on the Internet,
including  UK and US census records, military records,
passenger lists and more!  

to change Jock’s life.  His horse died and he married
Joan. Joan, to be blunt, was a hard faced straight
laced teetotaller, and not quite the woman of Jock’s
dreams, but she had a big heart, a strong will, and
she had caught him at a vulnerable moment. She
had been walking past the Seven Creeks Hotel when
she spotted Jock lamenting over the dead horse, and
things just developed from there. She found him a
room, got him a job with the local railway gang, and
swore him off the sauce.  Jock’s heart was won, and
it saved his life.
Years later, as a respected track supervisor, Jock
would reveal small fragments of his fractured story.
He told us that he could never entirely give up the
booze, and eventually Joan had relented, allowing
him to go for a drink with the boys on Friday
evenings between 4:30 and 6:00pm. If he wasn’t
home by 6:05pm Joan would soon come bursting
through the bar door of the Railway Hotel, grab
him by the ear and Jock would be dragged home
whimpering like a naughty schoolboy.
What Joan didn’t know, however, was that on the
nights that Jock did make it home on time he would
bring with him two cans of beer and pop them into
the letterbox on his way up the drive of their little
railway house. Seymour nights are icy affairs, and
the letterbox doubled as a wonderful fridge. Each
Saturday morning it became their habit that Joan
would do the week’s baking, and Jock would rise
early and spend a couple of hours in the garden.  
Thirsty work that lawn mowing. Somewhere along
the line Jock had learnt the art of good planning.
Peter Stagg
FindMyPast
Largest collection of UK family history records online.
Numerous Australian records.
British Newspapers
Search the contents of British newspapers dating from
1716 to the 1900s. Free searches of these three resources
on all library computers and via library Wifi.
Births, Deaths & Marriages indexes for Victoria from
1836. A selection of early Australian indexes from
other states. A selection of early Australian electoral
rolls.
National Burial Index for England & Wales. Free
searches of these on the Genealogy computer in the
library.
Family History Digital Resources available anywhere
(via the library website):
eBooks
Many free genealogy eBooks available for loan.
Download to your digital device via the library website.
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Alan Bowman, a long time resident of Ferntree Gully
died on 26 April 2014, aged 92.  Alan lived with his
wife of 66 years, Irene, and children Carol, Geoff
and Peter at 30 Forest Road Ferntree Gully from
1951 to 1985, when they sold the 5 acre property
to downsize to Boronia.  Alan taught Fitting and
Machining at Ferntree Gully Technical School from
1964 till he retired in 1984.  Alan was active as a
Freemason in Ranges Memorial Lodge at Belgrave,
in Bayswater Probus and in Knox U3A over many
years.  He grew up in Silvan with his three younger
brothers, Norman, Gordon and Donald.  
Prior to his marriage, Alan played for Hawthorn
Football Club seconds in 1942 - 43 and trained in
Canada in 1944 - 45 with the Australian Air Force
to become a navigating bomber.  He was passionate
about Australian literature, and could recite many
CJ Dennis poems by heart.  In retirement, Alan and
Irene spent many happy years travelling the world,
and the Australian outback in their 4WD campervan.  
(Submitted by daughter Carol)

eMagazines
Zinio Magazines give you access to hundreds of the
best magazines from around the globe, including several
genealogy magazines.  Download at any time, any place,
to your computer, laptop, iPad, iPhone (any Internet
enabled device).  
Want to know more about the library digital
resources?
Come and ask us about these resources, or book a oneon-one session at the library to learn even more about
how to use and make the most of them on your own
digital device.  A complete list of many other Family
History Resources available in Eastern Regional
Libraries is available.
Ferntree Gully Library is a branch of Eastern Regional
Libraries
1010 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully.  Phone 9294 8140
Opening hours:   Monday-Wednesday 10am-8pm,
Thursday & Friday 10am-5.30pm, Saturday 10am-1pm
Eastern Regional Libraries   www.yourlibrary.com.au

Mountain District Learning Centre 17
Hidden treasures of volunteering

The first Volunteer Expo for FTG looks set to become
a regular event.   Organisers and stallholders were
surprised and delighted at the enthusiastic response
from nearly 200 visitors.
The Expo was organised by Mountain District
Learning Centre (MDLC), sponsored by the Bendigo
Community Bank, and held in Volunteers Week at the
Knox Community Arts Centre on Burwood Highway.
About 25 community organisations, mostly Gully
locals booked stalls and set out displays of what
they do.

The aim of the event was to invite new volunteers
and MDLC was not disappointed. (Ferntree Gully
News has offers of 6 new walkers.) To judge by the
buzz of lively chatter all day, visitors and stallholders
alike took a lively interest.
Another unexpected benefit was the networking
between the organisations exhibiting. People swapped
ideas, promised loans   of equipment and shared
success stories. It was networking at its best.
The Expo was opened by Dobson Ward Councillor,
Karin Orpen, who praised the work done by the

Learning Centre team works
to their strengths

An invitation

In the recently published annual Report, Manager
Janet   Claringbold summed up the challenges and
the strengths.
‘I think the essence of our ablilty to handle these
challenges is the strength of our team.  The Board of
Directors are an effective group who bring a broad
range of skills to the Centre. Each member is working
to their strengths and experience which is contributing
to our collective success.
‘Our program Co-ordinators are focussed and and
dedicated. They are energetic, creative and carry out
their role passionately, striving to do the best they can
to build programs of high quality for the students and
participants. Our tutors and group leaders all work
well and are clearly talented individuals whom we
do not take for granted.  Our administrative staff and
volunteers always show a high level of commitment
to MDLC. It’s a very fortunate organisation to be
able to draw on the talent and goodwill of so  many  
exceptional people.’

organisations and expressed her pride in the strength
of community in the Gully.   Knox Council’s
Volunteer of the Year, April Himmelreich spoke
about the benefits to be had from volunteering and
MP for Ferntree Gully Nick Wakeling chatted with
stallholders.  Refreshments were provided by Inner
Wheel, a section of Rotary.
Photos by Kate Smith

If you are interested in being a participant at MDLC
why not join the Co-op as a member? The Mountain
District Women’s Co-operative (now open to women
and men) is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year.
Having begun by providing child care and adult
education, especially to women wanting to go on to
higher studies in the 1970s, the Co-op now offers a
range of courses focussing especially on younger
students as well as a broad program of community
development.   Members of the Co-op elect the
Board and take part in a variety of supporting roles.  
Enquiries to the Centre, 13-15 The Avenue, FTG.
Tel.9758 7859.
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Community News 19

Going to school by rickshaw-bus at Prabhat Alloi.

Performers sing for charity
Gully News Readers will be familiar with the annual
fundraising events hosted at the Mumbai Grill and
organised by six local residents, affectionately
known as the Gully Group. These events support two
charities in India, Prabhat Alloi (PA) and Learning
and Ideas for Tibet (LIT). PA works with villagers
in West Bengal, providing school tuition, medical
care, micro-finance, support for women in industry
and assistance for widows and elderly people with
leprosy. LIT provides free education, health care and
skills training to Tibetan refugees in North India.
LIT works to eradicate illiteracy and unemployment
among the Tibetan population in exile.
The Gully Group is now organising a Cabaret where
internationally acclaimed local artists will donate their
performance. The artists include:

Suzanne Johnston: another audience favourite and
principal artist with Opera Australia and state opera
companies for over 25 years. ARIA award winner
with Judi for the CD, Perfect Strangers. Guest artist
at Glyndebourne and Salzburg festivals.
Peter Hurley:  well known and loved for his unique
cabaret performances throughout Australia. Highly
regarded music teacher and judge locally and
internationally.
Date: 7.30 pm Saturday 26 July 2014
Where: The Hut Gallery, 157 Underwood Road,
Ferntree Gully
Cost: Tickets $40 each (incl Cabaret, sherry, supper)
Bookings: tcannon@bigpond.net.au, 0415414820

Judi Connelli AM: long-time favourite for her
appearances in cabaret, musical theatre and opera in
Melbourne, Sydney, London and New York.

Relying on the kindness of strangers
Villages in India and the Philippines are
benefiting from the generosity of Gully
people whose charity does not stop at home.
The Social Justice Group in St John the Baptist
Church in Forest Road provides regular financial
support to the Community Based Rehabilitation
Foundation (CBF), in the Philippines. This Project
provides rehabilitation for disabled children and their
families.  Patrick Sawyer writes:
‘Our parish group in the Gully has continued this
support and to date has sent over a total of  $25,500.

Regular subscriptions and occasional fundraising
events has meant that for the last seven years we
have exceeded our target of $2,800 per year (actually
$3,643pa), equivalent to the cost of the Philippines
Project employing a physiotherapist.  
‘Some members of our group visited the Project
in 2006 and again in 2010 to see the work first
hand. At the same time we saw other projects run
by the Columban Fathers like pastoral work in the
slums of Manila and a micro-credit bank that makes
small loans to poor people, especially women. Here

At the Gully News  Volunteers Party, Shivanii
Cameron talked about Prabhat Alloi and displayed
craft work of the village women.
Photograph by Barbara Oehring includes the
library’s Rusty Bear, a great favourite with children.  

Take Off Weight Naturally
(TOWN) Club
Gully TOWN meets at the Senior Citizens Hall,
Underwood Rd Ferntree Gully, next to the railway
car park on Tuesdays from 7.00pm.
We are a small, friendly, low cost club interested in
helping each other to lose weight naturally through
healthy eating and exercise. New members are always
welcome, please feel free to come to a meeting and
see how we can help you to achieve your goal.
For information please contact Lesley on 9762 1534
or John on 9754 1151.

is recent feedback from Ricky Pabilonia at the
Community Based Rehabilitation Foundation:
‘Greetings. Thanks, thanks that’s all we can say
for all the support. As of now, we are preparing for
enrolment of the scholars. We have given wheelchairs
and other devices for all those in need from Jan. up
to now of 2014. I will send to you all the details
in June for our semi-annual report. Includes lots if
pictures specially those persons with disabilty who
have suceeded in life because of the help and support
you have given.  Ricky, 6 May 2014.’
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‘Winter, a lingering season, is a
time to gather golden moments,
embark upon a sentimental journey,
and enjoy every idle hour.’ (Josh
Boswell)
I think Josh Boswell has hit the
mark with this beautiful quote.
Winter is indeed a time for comfort and warmth.
So for this edition I have tried to find more indoor
activities for us to enjoy. Fortunately we are really
spoilt for choice; there is always something wonderful,
something new, going on in Knox.
.

Diana Brown
Happy Glaze Cafe
Happy glaze is a paint-your-own ceramic cafe. They
stock a variety of ceramic bisque items including
plates, mugs and household items and many delightful
and decorative figurines for both adults and children.
At Happy Glaze the aim is to create a great atmosphere
where one and all can feel relaxed and enjoy their
time. This is a great place to catch up with friends,
spend time with the kids or, simply, take time out for
yourself.
Happy Glaze also caters for birthday parties and
has an adults only painting night on the last Friday
of every month, which is a great way to meet other
painters and share ideas and techniques.
Where: 52 Forest road, Ferntree Gully
Tel: 9756 0248 or check out the website on www.
happyglaze.com.au  
National Tree Day - Community Planting
This year’s National Tree Day community planting
event will be held on Sunday 27 July 2014. Come
along and support your local environment by planting
a tree and bring the family for a great day out! There
will be a range of activities on the day as well as tree
planting, such as cultural activities, camp-fire poetry,
children’s story-telling, eco-cultural walk, school
performances, face-painting and more. Make sure that
you wear sturdy footwear (preferably gumboots) and
gardening gloves.
When: Sunday 27 July 2014
Where: Corhanwarrabul Creek, Orville Court (off
Henderson Road), Rowville
Time: 10am – 2pm
Free Women’s Legal Service Victoria
Women’s Legal Service Victoria provides free
confidential legal information, advice, representation
and referral to women in Victoria.   They specialise in
relationship breakdown and violence against women.
Tel: 96420877 or www.womenslegal.org.au
Pet Pals
Pet Pals is a pet companion program currently seeking
volunteers to provide pet care assistance to frail older
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people, and people with a disability living in the
Ferntree Gully, Rowville and Bayswater area. If you
think you could possibly help this worthwhile cause
call 9729 9499 for more information.
Family Search
Family Search is a non-profit organisation sponsored
by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
They offer a fun, easy and free service to help you
look into your family history and genealogy.  With the
world’s largest collection of family history resources,
online search for names, indexes and guides, billions
of records and publications from over 100 countries,
forums, wiki, training and community support.
Where: Family History Centre, 76 Cathie's Lane,
Wantirna South
Library times: Tues 7pm-9pm, Wed, Thurs &
Sat 10am - 2pm. For more information www.
familysearch.org
Australia Post - Concession Stamps
If you have a current pension concession, veterans'
affair, health care or seniors card, you may be eligible
for reduced rates on domestic stamps, and other
offers, which include a free booklet of five concession
stamps, ability to purchase up to 50 concession
stamps per year, discount on mail redirection, and
a free MyPost concession card and digital mailbox.
You will need to complete an application form and
submit it to any Australia Post outlet to get the process
started.
For more information : www.austpost.com.au
Healthy Living
Knox Social and Community Health
Shire Hall -1063 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
Diabetes Wellness Program
This is a four week program for people with Type
2 Diabetes to learn from health professionals how
to best manage your condition.   Topics covered
include: healthy eating, label reading, blood glucose
management and working with health professionals.
When: Wednesday 4 June - 25 June
Time: 9am - 12pm
Cost : $7 per session - Free for carers
For more information contact reception on 97576200
Keep Active
This low to moderate fitness level exercise program
is suitable for people with chronic musculoskeletal
or neurological conditions as it combines low impact
aerobics, strength training and stretching exercises.
When: Fridays
Time: 11am to 12pm
Cost:  $7 per session
For more information contact reception on 97576200
Cautious with Cannabis
A 2 hour educational program for those concerned
about cannabis use. Topics covered:
• What is Cannabis?
• Cannabis effects and the potential for harm

• Harm minimisation and how to make change
• What support and treatment is available
• New drug testing laws.
For more information contact reception on 97576200
Yarra Ranges Polio Support Group
The Yarra Ranges Polio group's next meeting will
feature guest speakers Jen Sykes from Independence
Australia and Joanne Peterson from Villa Maria.
Joanne will talk about services that people living with
the side effects of Polio can access from Villa Maria,
including entry and criteria. It is very important to be
informed about local options and equally as important
to educate those providers about the needs of postpolio sufferers. For more information contact Joan
Smith on 9763 8401.
When: Tuesday 10 June 2014
Where: Rapture Cafe meeting room - Forest Road,
Ferntree Gully
Time: 1pm to 3pm
Knox Cardiac Group
The Knox Cardiac Group is a friendly self help not
for profit exercise group for men and women, who
meet every Wednesday and Friday to maintain and
improve heart health and general fitness with a low
stress circuit exercise program, following the Heart
Foundation's DVD on large screen.
When: Every Wednesday and Friday
Where: St Stephen's Anglican Church Hall - 2
Warruga Ave, Bayswater
Time: 8:15am to 10:15am
Cost: $5 per person per week either one or both days
Coffee and Tea are available
For more information contact: Ronald Woodrow
97587657 or Kevin Beaumont 9801944
Ambleside Park Museum
Ambleside Park Museum is a local history museum
housed in a century old farmhouse. Two of the
rooms contain displays depicting a parlour and a
bedroom early in the twentieth century. The School
Photograph Collection is a popular section of the
museum, especially with people who have had family
members attend school in Knox. Approximately
25,000 photographs are kept in this room. Other
displays show aspects of the development of the area
from a series of farming communities to the City of
Knox. The area depended on agriculture and a large
collection of farm machinery and implements are
on display in the garden and in the tool shed. A tworoom cottage, the tool shed and the former porch of
St Bartholomew’s Anglican Church are part of the
museum complex.
When: Sundays 1pm to 4pm and other days by
appointment
Where: 3 Olivebank Road, Ferntree Gully
Cost: Adults $5. Children $2.

21
Experience the
St Josephs difference
Open Days for 2014
Tuesday 18 February, 9.30am
Wednesday 26 February, 6.30pm
Thursday 27 March, 9.30am
Tuesday 6 May, 9.30

On 24 April, a group of Year 12 students from Mater
Christi College, Belgrave participated in the Kokoda
Track Memorial Walk with Grades 5 and 6 students
from St John the Baptist Primary School in Ferntree
Gully.

The group visited the memorials, snacked on
ANZAC biscuits and observed an ANZAC Day
commemorative service.
It was also a great opportunity for the Mater Christi
students who visited Gallipoli in 2013 to share their
experience with students from St John’s.

St Josephs

College

stjosephs.com.au
5 Brenock Park Drive, Ferntree Gully
Telephone: 61 3 9758 2000
SJC129

Kokoda Track Memorial Walk

Tuesday 22 July. 9.30am
Thursday 21 August, 9.30am
Sunday 19 October, 9.30am
Tuesday 18 November, 6.00pm

Sylvie
Sylvie is a pretty 18 month old silver tabby with a bit
of a sad story. Born as a farm cat and not de-sexed,
her new-born babies were taken from her before she
was rescued. Our stunning little silver girl loves a
game, particularly if it involves a feather boa, but
Sylvie is still getting used to having people at her
beck and call. Sylvie has had her tail broken at some
point and although now completely healed and it
doesn't cause her any pain, her trust in people is still

a little scarred. Sylvie is looking
for an understanding, quiet home
who will let her blossom in her
own time.
Facebook.com/TheCatCorner
3/764 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree
Gully (behind Total Tools)
Email:
kerri@thecatcorner.com.au
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Glasgow Commonwealth Games 2014
Bonnie and Clyde are designing T-shirts for the Commonwealth Games in
Glasgow, Scotland, 23 July to 3 August. Seventy eight countries will be there.
You could create a T-shirt design too. Draw the outline in your size.
Then decorate with a flag or your favourite sport.
You will need special paints to paint a real T-shirt.
Sports at the Games include: athletics, cycling, swimming,
gymnastics, hockey, table tennis and many more.
You will find a list of countries competing on the website
www.commonwealthgames.com.au

Running?
He couldn‛t
run a hot bath!

© Pete Rowe. Designed and illustrated for The Ferntree Gully News 2014.

www.peterowe.com.au

Did you know?
For the 2014 Commonwealth games, organisers
turned to local schoolchildren to come up with the
friendly face of the Games. The result was Clyde – a
patriotic and adventurous thistle, created by 12-yearold Beth Gilmour. To see the mascot and read more
go to Mascot on the website listed above.

Hopon
onboard
board the
Buzz!
Hop
theBayswater
Bayswater
Buzz!

Kids’ Birthday Parties
School Holiday Programs
After School Activities
Individual Lessons

0423 521 932
www.peterowe.com.au

Performance Dates: May 16 to JUNE 7

THE DIARY OF ANNE FRANK
By Arrangement With D & K Artists

A Play by
Frances Goodrich
and Albert Hackett
Directed by
Christine Grant

Based on “Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl”
Newly adapted by Wendy Kesselman

The Basin Theatre, Tel. 1300 784 668

The ‘BUZZ’ is a volunteer community newspaper that has

The been
‘BUZZ’inhas
been in production
for 4 years.
16on,
editions
we’re
production
for 4 years.  16
editions
we’reon,
still
still
going
strong
and
looking
forward
to
many
years
of
sharing
going strong and looking forward to many years of sharing
and events with you.
communitycommunity
news andnews
events.

Two
our volunteers
are to
unable
to continue
working
Two of
our of
volunteers
are unable
continue
working on
this multi
on
this
multi
award
winning,
quarterly,
community
paper,
award winning, quarterly, community paper, so we’re after
‘NEW
so BLOOD’
we’re after
‘new
blood’ for
the Production
Team.  All
for the
Production
Team.
All ages, all abilities.
ages, all abilities.
WHAT A FABULOUS OPPORTUNITY!!

What a fabulous opportunity! Are you interested?   
We need people whoInterested?
can contribute to the following
Joyce: Saw a flash mob in Belgrave on Sunday.
We tasks
need people
who can
contribute to
(or possibly
organisations
(or
possibly
organisations
willing
to donate
staff
Marlene:  What were they doing?
willing
to
donate
staff
time)
to
these
tasks:
time):
Joyce: I was sitting in the coffee shop at the Cameo.
Writing,
Photography,
Proof-reading,
PHOTOGRAPHY,
EDITING,Editing,
PROOF-READING,
RESEARCHING
Suddenly a crowd came by, all wearing headphones,WRITING,
Researching
(checking
outinwhat’s
happening
in Bayswater),
(Checking
out what’s
happening
Bayswater),
FORMATTING
(Mac Pro &
waving their hands and singing.  They crossed theInDesign
Formatting
(Mac WITH
Pro &SPONSORS
InDesign
CS 5.5),
CS 5.5), LIAISING
& GIVING
OUTLiaising
THE BUZZwith
AROUND
road and danced up the steps to Earthly Pleasures.BAYSWATER
SHOPS
sponsors
and giving out The Buzz around Bayswater shops.
Reminded  me a bit of Hare Krishnas in the 70s.
We also need people to be part of a friendly committee
We also need people to be part of a friendly committee to oversee
Marlene: Perhaps it was just a smart mob.
to
oversee the Buzz, who have: interest in community &
the Buzz, who have: interest in community & being part of a team & a
Joyce: What do you mean?
being
part of a team & a few flexible hours each quarter
few flexible hours each quarter to keep things on track.
Marlene: Well, like a flash mob but a publicity stunt to keep things on track.  
Join us at Bayswater Library. Tuesday June 3 from 9
for the restaurant.
Joyce: You may be right. I suppose the mobs are the to 10 am
For more information:
new conformity.  
Catherine D’Arcy: 9757 6261 & Catherine.darcy@
Vox populi kchs.org.au
For more information:
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JOIN US @ BAYSWATER LIBRARY:
Tuesday June 3 @ 9 – 10 AM
Catherine D’Arcy: 9757 6261 & Catherine.darcy@kchs.org.au

Village Traders' Directory 23
Accountants
dtaca
4/1 Alpine Street 97586417
Grantley Bland and
Associates Accountants
26 Station Street 97585888

Antiques, Gifts, Appliances
Cignall
2/101 Station Street 97536776
Ferntree Gully Watch & Clock
117-119 Station Street  
0419373491/97587740
Wooden Ink (available at
Amos Computer World)
www.woodenink.com 97589201

Arts and Crafts

Cake Decorations & Party
Supplies

Kypri & Co Unisex Hair Design
5/1 Alpine Street 97588555

Jennifer Anne's Cakes
1/107 Station Street 97580990

Nature's Beauty Secrets
6/101 Station Street 97589122

Clothes & Clothing
Services
Ferntree Gully Dry Cleaners
83 Station Street 97536600
Ferntree Gully Laundrette
129 Station Street
Internet Laundrette
7 Alpine Street 0419367267
Mark's Quality Shoe Repairs
73 Station Street 97584269
Silva's Creations Clothing Alterations
1/75 Station Street 97582565

Glass Crafts and Leadlights:
The Oak Glass
3 Leitch Street 97586052

Coffee Shops

Joe's Picture Framing Gallery
50 Forest Road 97580001

Rapture
45 Forest Road 97584966

Scrapbook Megastore
20 Alpine Street 97580300
The Hut Gallery
157 Underwood Road 97588955
Blossoms & Treasures
61 Station Street 97588487

Automotive Sales &
Services
Apollo Fuel
47 Forest Road 97580333
McDonald's Car Electrical Repairs
Cnr Station St and Selman Avenue
97582332
Rohde Smash Repairs
41 Forest Road 97582081
Village Service Centre
Cnr Station and Alpine Street
97583737

Bakeries
Alpine Street Bakery
12 Alpine Street
Fern Gully Bakery
100 Station Street 97522830

Banking
Ferntree Gully Community Bank
(Bendigo Bank)
67 Station Street 97560332

Books & Newsagency

Coffee Bliss
7/101 Station Street 97535058

Around The Bend
121 Station Street 0434 959 255

Community Programs,
Clubs and Centres

Rave Hair & Beauty
1/101 Station Street 97588076
The Avenue Hairdressing
1 The Avenue 97583113

Health and Fitness

Loi Eng Restaurant
113 Station Street 97581818

AcheShifters Clinical Massage
Therapy
125 Station Street
0408363983/87118369
Forest Road Chiropractic
48 Forest Road 97588522
Gully Physiotherapy Clinic
2/1 Alpine Street 97589111

Alpine St Cellars Foodworks &
Liquor
10-12 Alpine Street 97587100

Winning Physique Gym
1-3/170 Underwood Road
97589330/0407542788

IGA Ferntree Gully
3/107 Station Street 97523999

Takeaway

Yoga Balance
14 Alpine Street 97626069

Tony O'Brien & Associates		
46 Forest Road 97581077

Milk Bars
Jenris Milk Bar			
14/101 Station Street 97535749

Mountain District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue 97587859

Op Shops
Angliss Hospital Op Shop		
4/101 Station Street 97634803
Salvation Army Community Store
96 Station Street 97581132
St Vinnies
32 Forest Road 97588501
Community Op Shop
18 Alpine Street

Cartridge World
109 Station Street 97581299

Other Services

		

HomeSec Finance Express		
6/170 Underwood Road 97598500

Ferntree Gully Newsagency
2/69 Station Street 97581343

PC & Laptop
16 Alpine Street 9758 5766

Julian Wood Bookseller
1/69 Station Street 97522588

Florist

Azimuth Surveying
131 Station Street 9752 2167

Cherry Gay Florist
35-37 Forest Road 97583721/97582619

Pharmacy

The Book Inn
16 Alpine Street 97522077

Butcher
Marty’s Meat Supply
13/101 Station Street 97581069

Hair and Beauty

Ferntree Gully Pharmacy
85 Station Street 97582020

Andrey Continental Gents Hairstylist
3/101 Station Street 97586551

Post Office

Capelli Hair Studio
11/101 Station Street 97588554

J'z Pizza Plus Kebabs
10/101 Station Street 97523237

Fresh Pantry
9 Alpine Street 97560306

Legal Services

Amos Computer World
88 Station Street 97589201

Gully Fish Shop
92 Station Street 97583972

Station Street Fish & Chips
71 Station Street 97581618

Pick Me Up Mowers
44 Forest Road 97523380

Knoxbrooke Industries
2 Francis Crescent 97582999

Computer Services

Goldfins
2/115 Station Street 97586266

Supermarkets

South East Massage
2/75 Station Street
0412588165/97583860

Lawnmowers

Yooralla (First Base Station)
77-79 Station Street 97523316

Paddy's Tavern
34 Forest Road 97523081

Red Café
52 Forest Road 97560248

Community Balance
1/115 Station Street 97535369

The Shopfront
90 Station Street 97587747

Captain America's			
38-40 Forest Road
97580711
Ferntree Thai
2/107 Station Street
97586464/043323147

Insight (Counselling & Psychology)
8/101 Station Street 9752 5086

Ferntree Gully Senior
Citizens' Wattle Club
1060 Underwood Road
97582990/97584825

The Indian			
42 Forest Road
9752 3443

Va Hair Do
5 Alpine Street 97589933

CFA
The Avenue

Ferntree Gully Friendly
Pensioners’ Association
1060 Underwood Road
97582990/97584825

Restaurants

FTG Licensed Post Office		
65-67 Station Street 97587822

Veterinarian
Foothills Veterinary Clinic
5/101 Station Street 97523555

This Guide to shops and services in Ferntree
Gully village is a once-off item produced for
your convenience. Please cut out and keep the
page. And please support your local businesses.
(List compiled by IT student Olivia Platek in
collaboration with Lower Gully Traders Inc.)   

experience is
our difference!
curious? . . . bulldogcreatrix.com/ftg

CREATRIX
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Unit 1 / 129 Dorset Rd, Boronia

$475,000

NEW DUAL
OCCUPANCY UNIT
We consider this the best value on the market in
the Ferntree Gully and Boronia area. Rarely would
you find a three bedroom single storey unit the
size of a house (over 18 squares) or 168sqm with
double garage at this price. It’s close to school,
shops, bus service and nearby railway station.
Some of the features include:
• 6 Star energy rating
• Kitchen with stainless steel appliances and
Ceasar stone bench tops
• Full ensuite
• Walk in robe to master bedroom
• 2 toilets
• Evaporative cooling
• Double garage with remote control door
• Rear area for your pets

For more info contact: Ray Abley 0418 319 452, John Katselas 0411 110 997,
Michael Jang 0417 288 899, Ray Quon 0414 529 630 or Steven Kwek 0413 222 933

141 Colby Drive, Belgrave South

$390,000 - $430,000

ATTENTION INVESTORS/
1ST HOME BUYERS
Situated on 1521 m2 (approx) & within walking
distance to South Belgrave Shopping Centre &
Primary School, this character home features 3
bedrooms, main incl. ensuite, walk in robes &
w/w carpet – remaining 2 with built in robes &
polished floorboards.
Other features incl. new ducted heating, updated
bathroom, new kitchen with stainless steel
appliances, dishwasher & open fire place. With
generous size back yard, lockup garage &
bungalow.

For inspections: Ray Quon 0414 529 630 or Steven Kwek 0413 222 933

Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858
www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au

8 languages spoken at this office

