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‘Touch a Truck for Noah’ comes to the Gully
The lure of the big machine has been
around since the days of steam. What
child does not enjoy the chance to climb
aboard, sit in the driver’s seat, blow the
big horns?
No wonder the idea of a big truck
display is catching on for a fundraising
day out, as Ferntree Gully North Primary
The Internet

Laundrette

School discovered one Saturday in March.
The appeal, organised by the school, saw
a generous community response for a
family in need. Read more on page 21.
March is festival time and there has
been plenty of competition for weekend
entertainments that support good causes.
Community generosity is heart-warming.

www.laundrette.com.au
7 Alpine Street, Ferntree Gully
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Home Page

From the editor
Community papers exist to report the positive activities
of local communities. This issue seems to have more than
the usual number of stories of spontaneous generosity and
imagination, perhaps a feature of a digital age of crowdsourcing, Facebook and twitter. This issue’s cover story
is a good example. In response to the needs of a family,
a teacher has a bright idea for fund raising; the school
announces a Touch a Truck Day and the crowds gather
for a fun afternoon at F TG North Primary school.
A similarly inspiring story comes from the staff of
Coles at Mountain Gate who set up a weekend of instore fundraising to help a customer with a brain tumour.
Similarly inspiring are the stories of people’s generosity
with their time as evident in Graham Crichton’s listing of
the summer’s workload at FTG CFA. And at the Angliss
Hopsital Auxiliary’s AGM there was scarcely room to
move for the heaped piles of soft toys, rugs and other
comforts made by members.
Such inspiration and compassion are heartening.
Less often acknowledged are the faithful long-term
commitments to the frameworks and associations
that ensure trust and continuity in our giving. Every
organisation has a few back-room members who quietly
come along to every committee meeting, take their turn
at holding office, see that the basics of venue, program
and finance are as they should be.
You will have met them at the community stalls at
the recent Knox Festival. This annual showcase of
community groups and entertainments drew the biggest
crowd ever. We take the event for granted but no two
festivals are the same. Knox Council’s Events team are
to be congratulated on their behind the scenes work that
makes all this imaginative ‘spontaneity’ possible.
To mark Volunteers Week this year and to make it easier
for volunteers to choose the activity they’d really like,
Mountain District Learning Centre is holding a Volunteer
Expo on Saturday 17 May at the FTG Community Arts
Centre in Burwood Highway (see page 12 ). They are
inviting local organisations to take a stall and display the
opportunities and activities they offer to new volunteers.
Whether you want to stay in your comfort zone or accept
a new challenge, come along. Ferntree Gully News
will be there to talk about the many skills involved in
producing a newspaper.
Finally, congratulations to Ferntree Gully State MP
Nick Wakeling on his recent appointment as Minister
of Higher Education and Skills. He has generously
supported this newspaper from its start-up. We wish him
well in this important portfolio.

Anne Margot Boyd

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are not necessarily
those of the supporting organisations unless acknowledged as such.
No endorsement of products and services is implied by the listing
of advertisers and sponsors. While every effort is taken to print
contributions accurately, the publishers take no responsibility for errors.

Ferntree Gully News is published by the
Mountain District Learning Centre,
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully 3156,
(telephone 9758 7859) in collaboration with
the Lower Gully Traders Inc. Ferntree Gully News can
be accessed on the website ferntreegullynews.com and
is archived at www.mdlc.com.au.
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For the first time this year all six community
newspapers in Knox were on display in their own
tent at the Knox Festival. Organised by Diana Brown
(who contributes a What’s On page to both Ferntree
Gully News and the Bayswater Buzz), volunteers
from all the papers took a turn chatting to passersby and answering questions. Nearly everyone we
spoke to knew at least one paper. Together the papers
now cover almost the whole of Knox. All welcome
volunteers and invite advertising. People tell us they
really read these papers, enjoy their positive attitudes
and good coverage of community activities.

Join the Gully News Team
We now have more than 50 wonderful
volunteer walkers but we continue to look
for more helpers. Especially with gathering
or editing news and stories, with managing
advertisements and delivering the paper.
If you would like to help, contact Anne
Boyd 9758 8278 or Jenny Ford 9758 1370,
or call in at our office at No.8 The Avenue,
open Tuesdays 10.00am until 3.00pm or by
appointment at other times.
Editor: Anne Margot Boyd 9758 8278
Office: Heidi Lighten and Mary Trinnie.
Website: Meg Hellyer
Writers: Teresa Cannon, Graham Crichton, Peter Stagg
and others
Distribution Manager: Jenny Ford 9758 1370
Book-keeping: John Ford
Design and Formatting: Dandystripes Design
Illustration: Pete Rowe
Photography: Barbara Oehring
Community News: Lynn Brewster and Diana Brown
Printed by McPherson Media at Newsprinters

Support our advertisers
They support our community
And please tell them
where you saw their ad
Find Ferntree Gully online

The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing.
The newspaper website is ferntreegullynews.com
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District
Learning Centre is mdlc.com.au
Other news and events are at the following:
ferntreegully.vic.au
lowergullytraders.com.au
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au

Deadlines for copy and advertising

Issue
29
30
31

Month
June
August
October

Deadline Distribution
9 May
30 May
11 July
3 August
12 Sep.
3 October

email to gullynews@gmail.com
Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm
– or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056
or contact MDLC 9758 7859
ABN: 20 093 868 002

Village News
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Update on Village Structure Plan
Council moved a step closer to finalising the Draft
Structure Plan for Ferntree Gully Village recently,
with a Planning Panel meeting to hear from locals
who have made submissions.
Dobson Ward Councillor Karin Orpen said residents
who had made a submission to the Structure Plan
were offered the opportunity to present at the
Planning Panel for the Draft Ferntree Gully Village
Structure Plan Amendment C129 on 19 and 20
March. Representatives of the Lower Gully Traders
Association, Mountain District Learning Centre and
the CFA as well as a Residents’ group and several
other local residents all presented their views.
‘This was an opportunity for members of the
community who have been part of the process so far
to speak to their submission and also a wonderful
opportunity for Council to advocate its view of why
an 8m (two storey) height control is appropriate in
this part of the foothills,’ Cr Orpen said.
‘This Structure Plan is all about showing pride in
our community and seeing it continue to thrive for
years to come, while maintaining the unique character
of our community.’

On 28 January this year, Council requested the
Minister for Planning to appoint a Planning Panel
to consider Planning Scheme Amendment C129, as
not all the issues raised by the community during
consultation could be resolved. After considering all
submissions and hearing all those who wish to be
heard, the Planning Panel will provide Council with
a report on the amendment. Council must consider the
Panel’s report before it decides whether or not to adopt
the amendment, prior to sending it to the Minster for
Planning for approval. The report from the Planning
Panel is likely to be considered by Council in June.

New coffee shop Around the Bend

The village in the valley

Welcome to a cheekily named coffee shop situated just
around the bend of Station Street, at No. 121, opposite
the railway station. This is the site formerly occupied
by Shane’s Espresso. Opening hours are Monday to
Friday from 7.00am to 3.00pm and Saturday 8.00am
to 2.00pm.
The new owner, Karen, is a chef and bakes her own
delicious biscuits and muffins. Call in soon and try
them.

Historic Cemetery Tour
Knox Historical Society will be running a
guided 70 minute tour of Ferntree Gully
Cemetery on Sunday, 13 April, at 2 pm. The
tour will be led by noted local historian,
Clarrie Talbot.
The cemetery, first gazetted in 1872, was known
as Scoresby cemetery until 1895, and is the final
resting place of members of many prominent pioneer
families. The cemetery’s own history includes wellknown local residents both past and present. Ada
Friberg, post-mistress in Ferntree Gully in the early
1900s, was a member of the cemetery trust. In more
recent times, councillor and former City of Knox
mayor, Karin Orpen, has also been a member. Knox
City Council took over administration of the cemetery
in 1982.
Clarrie Talbot is familiar with many of the colourful
stories attached to the cemetery, such as the reinterment of Thomas Dobson’s wife, Susan Cree, in
the midst of a small snowstorm in September 1899;
or the war-time fuel restrictions that resulted in the
burial of renowned Heidelberg School artist, Sir
Arthur Streeton, at Ferntree Gully in 1943.
Afternoon tea will be available at ‘Ambleside’
homestead and museum, 3 Olivebank Rd, Ferntree
Gully, following the cemetery tour.
The cost of the cemetery tour is $10. For bookings,
ph. 9758 6722.

Photo courtesy of Graham Crichton
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Community News

When charity begins at home
For 30 years, Mountain Gate, within the broader
Ferntree Gully area, has been my home, my
community. With powerful media we often focus on
national and world news and needs, yet there is need
on our doorstep.
Shopping at Coles at Mountain Gate last week, I
was touched when I read a flier about the plight of a
local woman, a young Mum. Olivia is 27 years old,
married to Troy and has two little daughters, a two
year old and a one year old. The family lives near
the Mountain Gate shopping centre. Olivia has been
diagnosed with aggressive brain cancer and has been

given 18 months to live.
Until her diagnosis Olivia had been a self employed
hairdresser. She is now unable to work, due to the
effects of the surgery and on-going treatment.
Troy, also self-employed, has scaled down his work
to take care of the girls, thus putting a huge financial
strain on this young family, on top of the emotional
trauma.
Olivia shops at Coles at Mountain Gate where she
is known and loved by the staff. In an effort to help
Olivia they looked to the RedKite program with
which Coles is in partnership. It is a national charity
supporting children and young people with cancer
and their families. Unfortunately Olivia did not
qualify for financial assistance through the program
as she is two years older than the cut off age. And
so the team at Coles looked to the community with
a weekend appeal for monetary donations great or
small to help this local family ease the financial strain.
I don't know Olivia, nor do the many people I
witnessed stopping to read the flier, but I’m sure
that many were encouraged to open their hearts to a
fellow member of their local community and donate
to Coles at Mountain Gate.
Desmund Tutu, who said, ‘Do your little bit of good
where you are; it's those little bits of good put together
that overwhelm the world’, would have agreed.
Margaret Hellyer

Councillor’s Column

Update on Mountain Gate
Shopping Centre
To the regular visitors of, and workers in, Mountain
Gate Shopping Centre: we’re grateful for all the help
you’ve given us in planning for future improvements
there.
You may remember that Council staff met with
many of you to talk about what you like about
Mountain Gate Shopping Centre and what could
be done to improve it. Your answers showed us
there’s a lot of appreciation for the centre’s friendly
atmosphere, good shops and parking.
That said, it was clear that improving the footpath
in front of the shops would further improve the
much-valued centre.
Our next step is to prepare detailed design for an
upgrade to the footpath and grassed area in front
of the shops. Work has already begun on the plan,
including looking at what effects such works would
have on services, drains and trees. We should have
that plan ready to share with you by late April.
Following consultation with the community,
Council will need to consider the proposal, ensure
it can be built within budget, and then sign off
in preparation for tendering. At this stage, we’re
planning to award the tender to the successful
contractor by November 2014.
All going well, works to improve the footpath and
associated areas will begin February 2015.
Cr Tony Holland
Friberg Ward Councillor
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Grant recipient’s big weekend

One of the Community Bank® grant recipients from
last year was The Basin Music Festival. This event
is held annually in March and was again a huge
success this year. Congratulations to all of those who
organised this event that was held over eight venues
with over 100 performances. The grant money was
used to purchase some equipment that would normally
have to be hired for the event, thus cutting down on
overhead costs.

If you’re looking for an Anzac
Day badge, pop into one of our
branches

As in previous years, the Community Bank® is
pleased to support the local RSL and sell Anzac Day
badges. Both our branches will have them for sale
during April.

Congratulations

A big occasion was celebrated by a member of our
bank staff earlier this year after a Christmas Day
proposal. One of our Customer Service Officers,
Deb married her long time partner Andrew recently.
An intimate wedding was held at the Fire House
restaurant in Ringwood.

From all of us at Ferntree Gully Community Bank® Branch,
we wish you and your family a safe and happy Easter.
Drop into your nearest branch at 67 Station Street,
Ferntree Gully or phone 9756 0332. We look forward to
seeing you soon.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879. S43534-2
(209158_v1) (17/03/2014)

Ferntree Gully Community Bank® Branch, part of Knox
Community Bank® Group

Meet Rochelle

Rochelle is the latest to join the friendly team at the
Ferntree Gully branch as a Customer Service Officer.
She joined us in August last year having previous
experience at another Community Bank®. As with
all of our staff, Rochelle is able to help you with
all of your banking needs and enquiries. Rochelle
lives locally and enjoys being able to work in her
community. On the personal front, she became
engaged recently and hopes to travel to Memphis
sometime in the future with her husband to be.

More than a bank

Did you know that you can get more than just banking
services through your Community Bank®? We
have financial planners available to advise you on a
broad range of financial matters, including cashflow
and debt management, risk protection, succession
planning, self-managed super funds, retirement
planning and estate planning. Contact the branch
on 9756 0332 to arrange an appointment with Shane
Raar to discuss your needs.
Also available is insurance – general insurance,
commercial insurance, loan protection insurance and
private health insurance. Again, our helpful staff can
advise you on a product to suit you.
Bendigo Bank believes that successful customers
and successful communities create a successful bank,
in that order. So pop into the branch and see what
products work for you.
Check out our website for more information on our
Club Rewards Program Partners and our Business
Partners. If you open an account with this branch,
you can choose a club to direct your Club Reward
to. Many local clubs, organisations and churches are
a part of this program. If your club or organisation
would like to join, contact the branch.
As part of our new website, any business that
banks with us is able to promote their business on
our website, another way of connecting within our
community and supporting local business. Visit
kcbg.com.au
Don’t forget that the bank has a gazebo that is
available for use for any of our customers if you
have an event coming up that could use a little
protection from the weather – be it sun, rain or wind
(in Melbourne it could be all of those in one day!).
Contact the branch to make a booking.
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Community News

Local hospitals rely on strong community support
The Hut Gallery
157 Underwood Road
Ferntree Gully 3156

Pen & Paint Exhibition

Denise Gravatt and Veronica Baker, from Surgical Services.

At the recent AGM of the Angliss Hospital’s
Ferntree Gully Auxiliary, the CE of Eastern
Health, Alan Lilley, praised the way
communities in our region are so strongly
behind their hospitals. Eastern Health
has recently been awarded the Premier’s
Metropolitan Health Service Provider of the
Year Award. It came with special recognition
of community support.
He also reported that waiting lists for surgery
were being reduced with more procedures, including
15,000 elective surgery, completed than ever
before, and new wards due to open at Box Hill and
Maroondah hospitals.
The support of local Auxiliaries continues to be
crucial for purchasing extra equipment. The Ferntree
Gully Auxiliary raised this year a total of $70,108.6.

Ferntree Gully Probus

A Probus Club is all about social fun!
If you live in the Knoxfield and Ferntree Gully area
the Ferntree Gully Combined Probus would like to
meet you.
Members get together on the fourth Wednesday of
every month, 9.30am to 12.00 at the Carrington Park
Activity Centre. As well as an interesting speaker,
members enjoy lunches, outings, theatre trips and
bus trips. There’s no fund raising involved. It is just
about meeting new friends.
Phone Lyn on 9887 2338 or Wendy on 9753 5132.
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This represents proceeds from the Op Shop in
Station Street and donations from local businesses,
community groups and individuals. Equipment
purchased included big ticket items such as a breast
pump for the Paediatrics Unit as well as knee rugs,
pillows, toys and small items for various departments
of the hospital.
Long service awards were presented at the meeting
to many members and a new Treasurer, Pat Rumley
was elected, the President, Coleen Marke and
Secretary Denise Gravatt being re-elected. There
were special congratulations to Eileen McPherson
for winning the A2i Volunteer Award from Eastern
Health. The meeting concluded with afternoon
tea. Next year will be the 75th AGM, an event for
celebrating a proud history of generous volunteer
efforts.

This is a poetry inspired Art Exhibition
Poems to be displayed with Paintings
Preview: Sunday 6 April
Official Opening: Sunday 13 April 2pm
Closes: Sunday 18 May

Poetry in The Hut Gallery

Sunday 6 April 3.00 pm
Entry $5.00 includes Refreshments

Open Studios Demonstration Day
This is a hands on experience for the
public to try out different art forms.
Opens Sunday 4 May 10am to 4pm.

Jock & Friends Art Exhibition
‘ Gateway To The Dandenongs’
Opens: Friday 23 May
Closes: Sunday 1 June 4pm

Gallery Hours

Saturday & Sundays 10am to 4pm
Free Admission
Workshops available in Still Life, Life
Drawing, Portraiture and Print Making
Classes with tuition in different
mediums also available
For more details Phone 9758 8955
or visit our website:
www.thehutgallery.wordpress.com

Community News
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U3A has something for everyone

After a successful first term, U3A Knox is now in
recess until the end of April. However, there will
be holiday programs and some classes continuing.
Golf on Wednesdays, for example, will continue at
Dorset Golf Course (7.00 am). See the website: www.
u3aknox.com.au for more details.
We had great bus trips and excursions in Term 1. The
first for the term and the year was to the Old Orchard
Winery. The winery is off Scoresby Road (next to
the Genesis building) where parking is available near
the tasting area. The site is within walking distance
of U3A and about 20 people had a delicious lunch,
accompanied by wine tasting. They learnt of the
history of the winery from our host, plus something of
the composition of the wines tasted (reds and whites).
The second visit was to the beautiful Blue Lotus
gardens, where again, a light lunch was served in
beautiful surroundings and members were able to look
around the extensive grounds and purchase some of
the products. At the end of term luncheon, the speaker
for the day was John Gardiner (who calls himself The
Dunny Man).
Trips planned include going to the 1812 theatre to
see the dress rehearsal of Dad's Army in August. We
are holding a Sausage Sizzle at Masters in Knoxfield
to raise money for equipment etc., and there will be a
tour of the Arts Centre 29 May. A bus trip is planned
to Daylesford in July.
A new subject for next term is Belly Dancing to be
held at 11 am on Tuesdays in Room 3, with a limit of
10. It is hoped a change of venue later in the year will
enable more people to attend. Another new class with
tutor Bill Rumney, will be Android Tablets (Thursdays
10 am). Allen Haines will return with the Photoshop
course on Mondays at 9.30 am for 2 hours. This course
costs $25 plus $15 for materials supplied.

Another new course at the Parkhills venue will be
Ron Smith's new course Fun Maths, Nifty Numbers
Tuesdays 2.30pm to 3.30pm. These sessions will
investigate numbers in a variety of ways: dice and
patience games, history of numeration and the
importance of place value, number patterns, puzzles,
types of numbers and generally just playing around
with and manipulating numbers. The course is for
those who love exploring maths and definitely not
for the ‘maths gurus’.

U3A Knox needs a tutor for Oil Painting
The group is continuing as a self help group for the
time being, while sorely missing our former tutor, who
has left to care for a sick husband. The class is held
on Fridays at 2 pm but changes are possible to fit in
with a new tutor. Tutors are not paid a salary at U3A;
all tutors and leaders are volunteers and members who
also attend other subjects. There are several other
painting classes, including two Water-colour classes,
a Modern Art class, and a course on Folk Art.

At Rowville
Phil Saunders’ class this term will be ‘Jesus of
Nazareth, Myth, Man or Messiah?’ This will be
presented in a neutral fashion; attendees to make
up their own minds on the veracity of ‘historical
evidence’ or lack thereof.

At U3A everyone is looking forward to a great and
interesting Term 2 with something for everyone. Be
sure to look at our website for full details. www.
u3aknox.com.au
Kath Brown

Take Off Weight Naturally (TOWN) Club
Autumn is here
The leaves are falling down
Time for us to look at
Getting our weight down.
The Gully TOWN (Take Off Weight Naturally)
Club meets at the Senior Citizens Hall, Underwood
Rd Ferntree Gully, next to the railway car park on
Tuesdays from 7.00pm.

We are a small, friendly, low cost club interested in
helping each other to lose weight naturally through
healthy eating and exercise.
New members are always welcome, please feel
free to come to a meeting and see how we can help
you to achieve your goal.
For information please contact Lesley on 9762
1534 or John on 9754 1151.
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Food Feature

Timely treats – Anzac biscuits
Makes 24
Ingredients
125 g butter, chopped
2 tbsp golden syrup
1/2tsp bicarb soda
2 tbsp boiling water
1 cup rolled oats
1 cup caster sugar
1 cup plain flour
¼ cup coconut

Method
Combine butter and golden syrup in a pan, stir over
heat until butter is melted. Stir in combined soda
and water. Remove from heat. Stir in remaining
ingredients. Mix well.
Drop rounded teaspoons of mixture 4cm apart on
greased tray and flatten slightly.
Bake in a slow oven for about 20 minutes. Or until
slightly brown. Cool on trays.
This recipe courtesy  The Cookery Book, CWA. It
appears here at the suggestion of Alice Collins who
also brings us lots of ideas for the Playtime page.
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My secret Fried Chicken recipe
If I was on death row, and was asked to choose my
last meal and my final song, I’d choose my secret fried
chicken recipe and ‘Ten trillion green bottles hanging
on the wall’. I’m telling you if you cook this little
chook fest up for your teenage boys you will never
again experience another relationship breakdown.
It’s a four-part meal, so the important thing here is
to clean up as you go, otherwise you’ll be left with
one unholy mess.
Step 1. Prep the chips. Take 4 large spuds and cut
them length wise into chips or wedges. Pressure cook
them for 6 minutes, or boil them till they are cooked
through but solid enough to hold together. Separate
them, let them dry, then stick them in the freezer.
Step 2. Coleslaw. Whip up a coleslaw. Sling in a
couple of dashes of Tabasco sauce to give it a bit
more zing. Put that in the fridge where the chicken
was, because that’s next.
Step 3. Prep the chook. You can use chicken wings,
thighs, or my preference is just to chop up a whole
chicken. Take to it with a large chopper and watch
your fingers. You are going to eat this by hand so
individual pieces will vary from winglet size to
drumstick. I like it bones and all. Give the meat a
short introduction to a few splashes of fish sauce and
a tsp. of castor sugar. Set that aside while you prepare
the coating mix.
Step 4. Coating. Take a large freezer bag and chuck
in the following ingredients:
2 cups plain flour
2/3 cups dried breadcrumbs
2 tsp. mixed herbs
1 tsp. chilli powder (to taste)
2 tsp. powdered chicken stock
A little or a lot of salt or chicken salt depending on
your health cover (Try ½ tsp.)
Black and white pepper

Shake this all together. Make sure the chicken is
nice and wet, then drop the pieces a couple at a
time into the coating mix. Give each piece a good
squeeze while it is in the bag.
Step 5. Cook the chook. Have your oven on 180C.
Shallow fry the chicken pieces in oil till they are
just nicely browned. Start with the larger bits. Place
them on a roasting rack in the oven and let them
sizzle away for 30 minutes (wings) to 40 minutes
depending on the size of your portions.
Step 6. Dipping gravy. Don’t clean the pan. Pour off
most of the remaining oil and excess breadcrumbs.
Whack in a little chicken gravy mix, give that a bit
of a stir to soak up the juices and oil, then slowly
add the left over coating mix and boiling water,
stirring all the time to produce a beautiful thick
dipping sauce. Taste as you go. Keep covered till
later when you are ready to reheat in the microwave.
Pour into individual cups or, god forbid, ramekins.
Now clean the pan.
Steps 7 & 8. Cook the chips. You can deep or
shallow fry the chips – deep is best – but do it
twice. Lightly fry them the first time until they have
just a tinge of brown. Don’t worry if a few break
– all the more crispy. Let them cool while you are
assembling the other goodies. When you reckon the
chook is right to go, pull it out to settle for a few
moments, heat up the gravy in the microwave, and
give the chips a final plunge in very hot oil to crisp
them off. Sprinkle them with chicken salt and you
are ready to go. Don’t forget the coleslaw.
Eat the lot with your fingers. Count them when
you’re finished. It might yet be your last meal.
Cheers,
Cordon Bloke

What's On
Life, they say, isn’t about waiting for
the storm to pass. It’s about learning
to dance in the rain!
Autumn is already here and just as
this beautiful quote suggests it is
time to stop waiting, stop wishing,
stop dreaming and start living life.
It’s time to embrace all that life has
to offer. It’s time to get involved, to learn, to laugh.
This year I have really embraced the concept of
stepping out of my comfort zone and have been open
to trying new things, so far it has been a lot of fun. I
invite you all to give it try.

Diana Brown
Premier’s Active April Challenge

This April, step up the amount of physical activity in your
life and get more active, more often. Go for a bike ride.
Take the stairs at work. Or simply walk to school. All
it takes is 30 minutes of physical activity a day during
April. Challenge yourself this April and take advantage
of the great package of Special Offers and Prizes. Once
you register, you can create teams, get family, friends and
workmates involved and track each other’s progress.
To register go to www.activeapril.vic.gov.au

Eastern Community Legal Centre

ECLC offers free Legal Advice, Assistance, Education and
Community Development. Day and evening appointments
are available. ECLC offers outreach across the East. If you
need legal advice then Eastern Community Legal centre
can arrange a free and confidential advice session with a
community lawyer. Common types of legal problems that
ECLC help with include Family Law, Family Violence and
intervention orders, fines and infringements, minor criminal
matters, car accidents, problems with neighbours, tenancy,
debt and consumer issues.
Where: suite B, 6 Floriston Road, Boronia
Tel: 9762 6235
For more information www.eclc.org.au

Knox Social and Community Health Celebrating Recovery Event

The Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs Counselling Team
invite you to Celebrate Recovery. Be inspired by stories of
lived experience of recovery by KSCH clients and family
members.
Where: Knox Social and Community Health, 1063

Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully Shire Hall
When: Wednesday 9 April 2014
Time: 2pm to 4pm
Guest Speakers: Experts by Experience, and also Live
Drumming Performance.
RSVP annette.adams@each.com.au

Knox Toy Library

Toys are becoming increasingly expensive and our children
outgrow them so quickly. The Knox Toy Library Inc.
provides the perfect alternative to buying a room full of
toys that are no longer played with. They have educational
toys, puzzles and games, toys that encourage creativity,
physical activity and fun! As a member of the library,
your children can take home any toys they wish, and in
two weeks, exchange them for more. This gives children
the opportunity to experience a wider range of toys than
they would normally have access to. If you are having a
party or need some holiday fun, the Knox Toy Library now
has Party Packs, ideal to keep children entertained. These
include larger toys such as slides, climbing frames and
water activity table. They have a range of packs available
for hire and cater for children of all ages.
Where: Rosa Benedikt Centre, 11-13 Gerda Street,
Scoresby, 3179
When: Every Friday 10:00am to 12:00pm & Every
Saturday -10:00am to 12:00pm
(excluding Easter longeekend)
Tel 0424 265 790
Email: info@knoxtoylibrary.org.au

Parent Sleep Settling Talks For Children (1-3
years)

The Maternal and Child Health team of Knox are running
a series of 'Sleep Settling Talks' for parents from February
to June 2014. This program is for Knox Residents with
babies aged 3 months -12months and children aged 12
months to 3 years. Bookings are Essential!
Where: Knox Early Parenting Centre, 276 Wantirna
Road, Wantirna 3152
When: Wed 9 April. 1pm to 3pm & Wed 14 May, 10am
to 12pm & 1pm to 3pm
Tel 0392988741
Contact: Sandra Willrow

Free Small Business Mentoring Clinic

The City of Knox is offering business mentoring sessions
to support businesses which are situated within the City of
Knox. Bookings are essential.
Where: Knox City Council, 511 Burwood Highway,

9

Wantirna South
When : 23 April 2014
Time : 10am to 3pm
Tel:
0392988000
EMAIL: eco.dev@knox.vic.gov.au
www.knoxbusinessdirect.com.au/event/

Free Dance Hub 2014 - Yumi Umiumare

Expand your dance and choreographic practice with free
Masterclass workshops
with some of Australia’s most exciting contemporary
dance artists!
Yumi Umiumare (Butoh artist extraordinaire). Participants
will explore individual body presence, spatial elements and
gateways into ‘trance’.
Where: Knox Community Arts Centre, Corner Scoresby
Rd & Mountain Hwy, Bayswater
When: Sunday 27 April 2-5pm
Tel: 0425759988
Web : www.knox.vic.gov.au/theatretix. And www.
yumi.com.au

Le Pine’s Funeral Services in Ferntree Gully
host Australia's Biggest Morning Tea

After last year’s success, Le Pine Funerals in Ferntree Gully
will be once again hosting Australia's Biggest Morning Tea,
on the 21 of May, 2014. Approximately 50 people attended
last year’s event with over $1300 raised. Last year guests
enjoyed some musical entertainment from the neighboring
school of St Joseph's College, and the homemade scones.
This year promises to be even bigger and even better so
why not show your support for the cancer council and
pencil the date into your diaries.
Where: Le Pines Funeral Service - 1098 Burwood Hwy,
Ferntree Gully
When: May 21 2014
Time: 10am
Tel: 9758 2333

National Steam Centre

The National Steam Centre has over 400 engines and
associated exhibits in the Melbourne Steam Traction
Engine Club exhibition sheds. The grounds and museum
are open 11am till 4pm on Saturdays and Sundays (except
the Christmas - New Year period.) The Miniature railway
operates on Sundays and rides cost $2.50.
Where: National Steam Centre. 1200 Ferntree Gully Rd
Scoresby Victoria 3176
When: Saturdays and Sundays
Time: 11am till 4pm
Tel: (03) 9763 1614

Local take-away wins awards

Congratulations to Fresh Pantry at 9 Alpine Street,
Ferntree Gully.
Gemma Schofield and her team have won two Knox
Council 2013 Awards in the Eat Smart program. One
is for Food Safety; the other is for Healthy Eating
Choices.
The many regular clients of this popular business
will know that the awards are well deserved. If you
have not tried them yet you are missing something
special.

Ferntree
Ferntree
GullyGully
NewsNews
December
April 2014
2013

10 Community Safety
Not what they seem

Identity theft is the latest scam to look out for.
Consumer Affairs Victoria is warning small businesses
and consumers to watch out for con men using the
stolen identity of a Queensland roofing business
to lull Victorian homeowners into a false sense of
security and then rip them off.
The con men knock on doors to spruik for roofing
work, telling homeowners to check Strongguard’s
website to establish their credentials – when in fact,
they do not represent the business at all. Work done is
likely to be shoddy and unfinished. The Queensland
Company, Strongguard Roofing and Guttering, has
posted a warning on its website.
Householders should be suspicious of offers of
cheap, ‘today only’ deals on jobs such as painting,
roof repairs and sealing bitumen driveways.
Don’t be pressured to say yes and pay up front. If
someone knocks on your door, check the credentials.
Look up the business’ contact details – don’t use the
details the person provides – and call the business to
ask if the person at your door represents the company.
Small businesses that receive complaints or other
indications that con men are using their identity
should contact Consumer Affairs Victoria or another
fair trading regulator.
If you decide you need work done on your house,
you should:
• shop around for the quote that is right for you
• only use established tradespeople who provide
written quotes and have required qualifications
• ask for contact details of previous clients for
references
• do not sign any agreement until you are ready.

The Do Not Call Register

The Australian Communications and Media Authority
(ACMA) is reminding Australians that it does not
make calls to the public offering services related
to the Do Not Call Register. It does not offer any
‘device’ that can be installed to stop telemarketing
calls and is not aware of any device that would be
effective for this purpose. The ACMA warns that no
personal identification or financial details should be
provided to callers claiming to represent the Do Not
Call Register.

Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP
for Ferntree Gully.
You can report a scam to the
Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC) by calling 1300
795 995 or visit www.scamwatch.gov.au.
To put your telephone, mobile or fax on the register,
visit www.donotcall.gov.au or call 1300 792 958.
Media contact: Blake Murdoch, on (02) 9334 7817,
0434 567 391, or media@acma.gov.au.
For community safety information and useful
websites see knoxsafercommunity.org.au

On Red Alert

On the High Fire Risk day, on 17 January, one of
our readers was impressed to see the line up of local
CFA vehicles in the Wyuna Street car park, opposite
the CFA Fire Station. Obviously ready for anything.
Thank you CFA – and Dean for sending the photo.
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Fire Safety 11
What has our Fire Brigade been up to over the past few months?
As I write this article, crews from Ferntree Gully are
working on the coal mine fire at Morwell. As everyone
would know, this fire has been going for several weeks
and our crews and vehicles have been working around
the clock to assist in bringing this fire under control.

But that’s not all!
The devastating bush fires in NSW also saw our
members working in the Blue Mountains and other
areas of NSW. Since then, FTG crews have worked
at Yapeet, the Victorian and South Australian border
fires, Grampians and Halls Gap area and East
Gippsland as well as Gladesdale in the Yarra Valley.
On the home front, FTG CFA conducted a Fire
Safe Kids session at Ferntree Gully North Primary
School one evening in November so that the parents
of the children could also attend. We felt that this was
important so that there could be ‘follow up’ in the
home as a result of the session.
Our Brigade played an integral part in the very
successful Ferntree Gully Discovery Day at the end of
November with over 600 people coming through our
station in The Avenue and, most importantly, engaging
in discussions with our firefighters. Hopefully many
good safety messages were given and received on
that day.
During one very hot 38 degree evening our Brigade
door-knocked some 500 residents who live in our
Bushfire Management Overlay areas. Our aim was
to invite residents to prepare their very own Bushfire
Survival Plans on the templates that were handed
out and to follow this up by coming to our Bushfire
Information session conducted on the morning of
Sunday 9 Feb.
Our Brigade, together with other brigades from the
Knox Fire Brigades’ Group, attended both days of the
Knox Festival as well as the fireworks display on the
Saturday night.
During all of this time, our members trained on
Tuesday nights and Sunday mornings and attended
many calls including house and factory fires, car
fires, car crashes, grass and scrub fires and calls to
assist other services such as Ambulance Victoria and
Victoria Police.

Smoke alarms and chimney
sweeps

Now we cannot let this opportunity pass without
adding a few very important safety messages. With
the onset of cooler autumn weather, fire brigades
unfortunately expect to have to attend an increased
number of house fires.
Of course, having working smoke alarms throughout
your house is at the top of our list of messages.
Working smoke alarms do save lives and reduce fire
damage by alerting household members as well as
neighbours.

A chimney sweep is not just someone appearing in a
Mary Poppins film. Even today, chimney sweeps play
an important role in preventing house fires.
If you use a solid fuel heater, it is necessary to have
the chimney or flue swept regularly. Chimney sweeps
can be found in the phone book or by using Google.
A firmly fixed screen in front of an open fire or fuel
heater, one which will not allow cinders to escape over
the top of the screen or be displaced by a rolling log
of wood, is a necessity. Always ensure that children or
older members of our community never get so close
to any form of heating that clothing can catch on fire.
More home safety hints
• Washing should never be placed too close to
any heater.
• Any portable heater should not be placed where
it could be knocked over by children or pets.
• Lint filters in a clothes dryer need to be
frequently cleaned to ensure that heat does not
build up in the dryer and cause it to catch fire.
• Electric blankets should be carefully inspected
before and during the cooler period. They
should be switched on only just prior to going
to bed and turned off before lulling off to sleep.
They should never be left on during the day for
pets or have blankets or pillows piled up on
them as this will ensure that heat is locked in
and may possibly cause a fire.
• If you have downlights in your ceilings, always
ensure that they are not covered by insulation
or too near to roofing timbers etc.

•

Probably the prime cause of house fires at any
time of the year is leaving cooking unattended
on a stove. Never do this, even for a short time.
Always turn cooking off before answering the
door or the phone or checking your email.

The above hints are just some ideas that could save
your home or indeed the life of a family member.
Finally, does your family have a home fire escape
plan? Do all family members know how it operates,
know where the two (minimum) exits are, and do you
practice your plan regularly? Does your family have
a meeting place (usually at the letter box)?
Do your children understand the concepts of ‘stop,
drop and roll’ for dealing with clothing fires. Do they
know to get down low and go, go, go, in dealing with
smoke laden rooms? Does the family role play these
important concepts regularly?
Why not check out all of the good fire safety advice
on the CFA website, www.cfa.vic.gov.au

For fire calls ring 000
Prepared by Brigade Member Graham Crichton
Editor: Graham, how can one local CFA do so much?
Do they have day jobs?
Graham: Some are on holiday, some self employed,
some work shift at their place of employment, some
get time off work from a sympathetic employer, some
are uni students and some are retired, like me, but we
all work together to get these tasks done.
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12 Mountain District Learning Centre
A touch of Gully pride
Mapping the Gully community
While the Mountain District Learning Centre is
primarily an educational institution, it is always
mindful of the contributions it can make to the local
community as a Community Learning Centre and
Neighbourhood House.
During 2012-13 MDLC undertook a Ferntree Gully
Community Mapping Project. Funded with a Knox
Community Development Grant, the project had
these main aims:
•
•
•

to build relationships between Ferntree Gully
community organisations
to produce a profile of community organisations
in Ferntree Gully
to provide opportunities for resources and
knowledge sharing.

First they sought responses to surveys and
discussions with participating groups on how to
achieve the above aims. These were collected and a
report compiled of the findings. Through the Mapping
Project, MDLC has provided input into the Knox
Council’s Draft Strategy Plan and the Ferntree Gully
Village Structure Plan and will continue to explore
challenges and opportunities for local collaboration.
MDLC is also home to the Ferntree Gully News,
which plays an important role as an avenue of
communication within the local community. Each
year MDLC, in collaboration with Lower Gully
Traders and other groups, also oversees and organises
the Ferntree Gully Community Discovery Day. This
event has gone from strength to strength. Last year’s
Discovery Day also saw the launch of a monthly
Artisan Market adjacent to the Ferntree Gully station.
These are just some of the initiatives indicating that
MDLC does rather ‘punch above their weight’ as a
small Centre in Ferntree Gully.
MDLC has a strong commitment to community
development and works to strengthen the local
community through projects that help to establish
a sense of direction, provide opportunities for
involvement of community members and build a
sense of community pride.

MDLC Fortieth anniversary
thoughts

The trees on the hill
Following up the Learning Centre’s vision,
‘Strengthening and Connecting Community’, has
taken us to some interesting places. Not least Knox
Council’s process for a new Structure Plan for
Ferntree Gully Village.
The village is like our stage. Not only is it the
place where we shop and meet each other. It is like a
campus for MDLC’s young students. It is also home
to the cluster of caring organisations whose day
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Pete Rowe, cartoonist, designer and tutor of MDLC’s Cert. 2 class in Desktop Publishing has assembled above
a display of students’ work. The images show samples of brochures, leaflets, logos, typographical images and
photo editing.

centre clients are made welcome here. So it matters
to many of us that its ‘bushland village’ qualities are
maintained.
In November the Centre hosted a group of local
residents who, after a series of community meetings,
put in a formal response to the Structure Plan process.
Last week they were among six locals who made
submissions to a Planning Panel Hearing. Most of
the presentations centred around the question ‘what
makes this a special place?’ Two things emerged: one
was a history of strong community links; the other
was geography and especially the closeness to the
forest and the mountain. How does living in the sight
of such beauty make us who we are?
The MDLC logo of the trees upon the hill sums
this up: trees are life and continuity; mountains are
strength and stability, protection, challenge and an
invitation to look to the heights. It seems the logo
once included birds. Should we bring back the birds,
ever a symbol of the flights of the human spirit?
Anne Boyd

Saturday, May 17
10.00am to 2.00pm
Ferntree Gully
Community Arts
Centre (adj Library)
Burwood Hwy, FTG

Cost: FREE
Community organisation
bookings welcome.

Share the time, share the rewards

Share the time, share the rewards

• Volunteer! What better way to spend the day?
• Volunteer! What better way to spend the day?
• Discover
howhow
youyou
can
• Discover
canmake
makeaa difference.
difference.
• Talk
to
community
organisations
about
thethe
• Talk to communicty organisations
about
great volunteer opportunities available to you.

volunteer opportunities available to you.
Hosted by Mountain District Learning Centre

The Ferntree Gully Artisan Market is in winter
recess. It will resume in October. More news in
the next issue of Gully News.

www.mdlc.com.au
Hosted by Mountain
District Learning Centre
Telephone: 9758 7859
www.mdlc.com.au
Funding received from
a Knox City Council
Community Development Grant
Telephone:
97587859
Funding received from a Knox City Council Community Development Grant

Knox Festival 13
Knox Festival makes its mark
With the theme ‘Make your mark’, the Knox Festival
at Ferntree Gully Reserve on the first weekend in
March was the best yet with over 40,000 attending, a
record crowd. Katelin Farnsworth was there and sent
us her impressions. Barbara Oehring’s photographs
convey the festive mood of the event.
It was great to see the theme come alive and to watch
the array of different interpretations. As always, the
festival was innovative, diverse and a lot of fun for
all involved.
Something that really struck a chord was the
‘Locker Room’ display. The Locker Room was part of
a Knox Council initiative addressing violence against
women. It focused on one local survivor and followed
her story using an interactive display that had people
opening lockers, and then watching a short film. It
was a powerful exhibition that really resonated with
a lot of people.
There were also children’s music workshops, circus
performances, didgeridoo lessons and yummy food
stalls - definitely something for everyone. Over 100
workshops and activities ran, and the community
really came together for a weekend of fun.
Many of the activities were free. It was great to see
kids getting stuck into things they wouldn’t normally
do. This included the Knox & District Woodworkers
tent (partnered by the FTG and Rowville Bendigo
bank branches), the Ranges Chess Club and a
community music stage sponsored by the Basin
Music Festival.
It was a wonderful weekend that also tackled serious
issues, providing support and resources to those who
may have needed them.
The festival had promised to be bigger and better
in 2014 and it absolutely delivered on that promise.
It’s safe to say that the Knox Festival definitely left
its mark this year.
Katelin Farnsworth

Photographed by Barbara Oehring
at the festival:
Pottery teacher (top), Linda Moore;
(below) artist, Edie; dancers from Swing
Patrol, Ringwood; Knox Woodworkers
and a wooden horse they raffled; Gemma
and partner from Fresh Pantry. The photo
of the masks painted by students at Knox
schools is by Anne Boyd.
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14 Churches Page
Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156.
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School 10.00am
for Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
Holy Week and Easter Services
Tuesday 15 April 7.00pm
Thursday 17 April 8.00pm
Good Friday 18 April 3.00pm
Saturday 19 April 8.00pm Easter Vigil
Sunday 20 April Mass 9.00am & 11.00am

Come to the table

Our Church Council made a
decision the other evening. It
was to put a picnic table under
our ‘Message Tree’, to be used
by passers by to rest, to take a bit
of time out, maybe even to bring their lunch and eat
around a table with friends - a place of hospitality.
This picnic table is a small part of our congregation’s
journey of trying to understand what it means to be
Church today. Once upon a time (when I was young!)
the Church was a large part of people’s lives. It
was where people met; where they came to Sunday
School, kindergarten, girls’ club, boys’ club, young
people’s club, and, of course, to Church on Sundays.
In earlier times, the Churches journey, it was the
Church who began hospitals, schools and places to
look after the poor and hungry. Churches initiated
so much of things we now take for granted. And,
thank goodness these initiatives are now taken on by

Holy Week and Easter

St Thomas
Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully
Phone: 9758 0217

The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156
Minister: Lt Angela Locke
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am

Saturday 5 April
10am-1pm

10am

Ferntree Gully News April 2014

Holy Eucharist

Guest Choir: Singularity

Maundy Thursday
7pm

Eucharist of
the Last Supper

Good Friday
10am

Passion Liturgy

Easter Sunday
6am

Easter Vigil

10am

Holy Eucharist

Images
‘Christ in the Night’
‘Descent from the Cross’
by Marc Chagall

Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

On 8 March International Women’s Day and
the related World Day of Prayer for Peace was
celebrated around the world. On the afternoon of 7
March, people from Christian Churches in Ferntree
Gully met for prayer at St Thomas’s Upper Gully.
The theme this year, ‘Streams in the Desert’, was
proposed by women in Egypt. The service, led by
the Rev. Raffaella Pilz, Vicar at St Thomas’s, invited
reflection on the life-giving and healing powers
of water and likened this necessity for life to the

Easter4kids

Palm Sunday

St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
Tel.9758 0217
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Worship
Sunday 8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist with hymns
Thursday 10.00am Holy Eucharist
followed by cuppa and chat
Christian Meditation Tuesday 9.30am, 5.15pm

Goings On

the wider society for the health and wellbeing of all.
But it means that the Church now, perhaps, needs to
reflect more deeply on what it means to be the ‘salt’
of the earth, rather than the ‘main meal’ so to speak.
Lent is a time to reflect on such things, and to
think what they mean for the journey ahead - both
personally and as a community - even a nation. So
it is good to have sacred spaces, picnic tables, to
encourage us to stop and think.
On Good Friday we will once again take part in the
Stations of the Cross walk with St Thomas’s Anglican
Church and St John’s Catholic Church. This year
the walk will commence from St Thomas’s in Upper
Ferntree Gully at around 9:30, finishing at Ferntree
Gully Uniting at about 10:00 to start our combined
Service. All are most welcome. Come for the entire
walk, or join in wherever you feel comfortable, or just
come for the combined Service - and hot cross buns! .
Pat Rivett

necessity for peace in strife-ridden Egypt. The editor
of Ferntree Gully News, Anne Boyd, was the speaker
and compared the way a community newspaper is
another common ground, a conversation, that seeks
to build identity and unity out of diversity.
The Social Justice Group at St John’s Catholic
Church held a Trivia evening in March which
raised $1305 to be divided between Open Doors
Counselling in Ringwood and the Community Based
Rehabilitation Foundation in the Philippines. Around
60 people had an enjoyable evening.

A tribute to Knox Anzacs 15
2014 marks the centenary of the outbreak
of World War 1. There will be many
memorials over the next four years.
Among them will be a book by local
historian Ray Peace, Knox Anzacs 19141919, to be published later this year. Ray
and his colleague, Barbara Ellard, at Knox
Historical Society have researched the war
records of all the servicemen, from what
is now the Knox area, who died in World
War 1. Ray Peace’s narrative draws them
together into a story of those tragic years,
not only on the battlefronts but also on
the home front in what was then the Shire
of Ferntree Gully. The following extract
begins soon after war was declared on 4
August 1913.

who enlisted? We do not, unfortunately, have written
records from soldiers from the City of Knox. We are,
however, fortunate to have comprehensive records
now held by family members in the City of Knox
of soldiers from Ferntree Gully Shire who enlisted.
Two brothers from Olinda, William and Frederick
Lane, Nos. 2704 and 393, both signed up. Their sister,
Clara, was engaged to Robert Camm, of Monbulk, No.
4380. Both brothers and Clara’s fiance sent literally
hundreds of postcards home. Private William Lane
was at Seymour, later known as Kitchener’s Camp,
on 9 September 1914.

Melbourne Town Hall portico

likely that he would be given a command, though
Formal recruiting opened on September 11. where and of what remained to be seen.
Melbourne had 7,000 enlistees in the first two weeks;
What were the thoughts and feelings of the soldiers
it was thought the 20,000 figure specified to England
could be raised within six weeks. Enlistees could be
no younger than 19 years (though many lied about
their age), and no older than 38 years. Recruits were
offered economic incentives to enlist: on a `Free Tour
of Great Britain and Europe’, daily pay rates offered
were equivalent to labouring positions on Victorian
Railways, then considered lucrative employment..
There were of course other, more specialised, units:
a Cyclists’ Battalion was formed early, as were units
for Signals and Engineers; with his expertise, William
Dawkins, noted above [from Ferntree Gully], was
assigned to the 2nd Field Engineers. It does not appear
any local residents took an interest in the fledgling
Australian Flying Corps, only formed the previous
month.
As noted, most residents of Ferntree Gully Shire
went into the city centre to enlist. In the spring
sunshine, they walked through the portico facing
Swanston Street and faced the customary barrage of
recruiting officers, medicos, and officers who formed Anzac Day Dawn Watch
the men in felt hats and trench coats into rough lines; Last year about 50 people attended the first Anzac Day
order barking drill sergeants came later, away from Dawn Watch in the old quarry, now Peregrine Heights
the public gaze. They were marched to a depot in Park. The organisers Mountain District Learning
Melbourne, where they would be issued with boots, Centre will be holding the ceremony again, this year.
uniforms, a poncho and pack, gaiters, a slouch hat.
In a setting of lake, cliff face and mountain ridge
But no rifles: trainees practised with broom handles with their suggestions of the Gallipoli landscape,
in lieu of real weapons. Unfamiliar at first, the basic people gathered to remember the first landing of the
equipment of a soldier soon became second nature. Anzacs and to honour not only those who died then
Where they were going, and whom they would be but all those from Ferntree Gully who have given
fighting, was as yet obscure. Germany, they were their lives in wars. In this dramatic setting, as the
told by the newspapers, had started the war, so they sky lightened over the mountain, the familiar Words
assumed they would be fighting Germans. It had not of Remembrance and the echoing bugle calls of the
yet occurred to them that there were other enemies. Last Post were especially moving. Photo by Barbara
George Hodges Knox, electrical engineer by trade, Oehring.
aged 29 years, was a rarity, the peacetime soldier.
Commissioned as 2nd Lieutenant in late 1909, he was Boronia RSL Dawn Watch at 6am, followed by
promoted to Captain in 1912. It seemed more than breakfast. Arrive early. Venue: Dorset Road.

Dear Clara,
Just a note to let you know that I might be home on final
leave about Saturday week. I am in reinforcements and
they wont grant leave so that we will not lose any drill.
We will be on guard Sat and Sunday next. Love to all.
Bill.

Anzac Day Dawn Watch
Peregrine Heights Park
Quarry Road, Ferntree Gully
Friday 25 April 2014, 5:30am
Please gather quietly from 5.30 am for Service at 6.00am.
Entry to the park is at the corner of Stringybark Drive
and Railway Road – formerly Quarry Road.
Car Parking is at St John the Baptist Parish Church, 19
Forest Road, a short walk from the Park. Stewards will
indicate the route.
Please bring torches and chairs, rugs or cushions to sit on.
Coffee and tea will be served after the service, at St John’s
Parish Hall in Forest Road. Bring buns and biscuits to share.
This event is auspiced by the Mountain District Learning
Centre, 11-13 The Avenue FTG. For information contact
9758 7859.
Groups of more than 10 people, please let the Centre
know.
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16 Points of View
Johnson

Kee was a cleaner at our offices in the 1990s. I met
him one night at an impromptu end of project party.
There were a half a dozen of us enjoying a celebratory
red wine and becoming a little raucous when I noticed
him, a tiny Vietnamese with a huge grin and a plastic
cup, sitting on a filing cabinet. ‘You having very
happy time’, he said. ‘Maybe you have little bit drink
for Kee’. Then, as if to establish his bona fides, he
reached into his pocket and pulled out a crumpled
pack of cigarettes. ‘It ok’, he said, offering them
around, ‘I have Bensa & Hedges’. Well, that was
enough for us, so we botted his fags and he shared
our grog. At the end of the night as he headed for the
lifts with a slight tilt, I tapped him on the shoulder.
‘Now, Kee’, I said. ‘I think it would be a good idea
to keep tonight our little secret. We wouldn’t want
the boss to find out about the grog would we. Might
get in trouble, understand?’ He raised his finger to
his lips and made a very serious shoosh. ‘No worry,
Mr Peter. Kee no say nothing to nobody’.
We came to know this little bloke pretty well over
the next few months. We learnt about his family, his
frightening trip across the waters to get to our shores,
and his desperate desire to give his children a new
life. Then one night he came in to tell us that his
company had lost the cleaning contract and this was
his last shift. ‘No worry for me’, he said. ‘I maybe
now see you lots. Now I ticket ‘specter’!
And sure enough, next time we met, there he
was in his fancy new uniform, checking tickets at

Spencer Street Station. A bulging bunch of keys on
a sweeping chain added to his exulted appearance.
Now, while this might have been a wonderful move
for Kee, it didn’t do me any good at all. Each
time Kee saw me walking down the subway he
would wave happily, put his finger to his lips then
raise his other hand to his mouth as in a drinking
motion. ‘No worry, Mr Peter’, he’d call out. ‘Kee
no tell nobody’. Commuters all about would stare
curiously as I hurried up number 10 platform ramp
like some common criminal.
Then, one morning in February (I remember as
it was just after Australia Day), he surprised me at
the barriers with an even bigger smile than usual.
‘Look, Mr Peter. Look me’. He thrust out his cocksparrow chest and there pinned to his lapel was a
shiny gold badge that read, JOHNSON. ‘Johnson’? I
questioned. ‘What’s Johnson’? ‘Johnson is Kee, Mr
Peter. I natulise Aussie now so I want good Aussie
name. So I thinking and looking for good name for
me and I driving on freeway and I looking up at
big sign that says JOHNSON & JOHNSON and
I thinking this is very good Aussie name for Kee.
You thinking is good for Kee’? ‘Johnson’, I said, ‘I
reckon it’s the perfect name. Just lucky you weren’t
passing under a BENSA & HEDGES sign heh’. He
smiled sagely, put his finger to his lips and winked.
‘Aussies no dob. Johnson no tell nobody’!
Peter Stagg

Is the Dorset Road extension
going to be a godsend or a
disaster?

In March our office successfully sold a property by
auction at 57 Dorset Road, Ferntree Gully that is
affected by the future road extension. The feedback
we were given by prospective purchasers and
neighbours regarding the Dorset Road extension
was totally opposite to our expectations. We were
under the impression most people wanted the road
extension.
Many locals were of the opinion any road extension
to Dorset Road would dramatically increase traffic
from outside the area. The disadvantage to locals was
expressed quite clearly when they explained how a
substantial increase in traffic affects them. These
locals explained they had trouble turning into Dorset
Road now. They found Dorset Road so busy even
before any extension.
Maybe we need to listen more to our local
community rather than wishing about increased traffic
flows. I guess when you think about it politics and
your votes will always rule the day. It’s coming up
to a state election later this year, if you don’t like the
prospect do not vote for the party who supports it.
Other basic issues that need attention twice a year
are our heating and cooling systems. I’m guessing
most people aren’t thinking about cooling at present
so get in early and have your heating system checked
now when it’s easy to arrange service contractors.
Ray Abley of Abley Real Estate Pty Ltd
Professionals, Ferntree Gully
The Ferntree Gully View Club meets at the
Knox Club on the fourth Monday of the
month.
The April luncheon is on 28 April at 11.30am. The
speaker is Kevin Trask, a long-term radio presenter
and cousin of Dianne Trask.
New members and visitors most welcome. To book
please phone President Isabel, 9758 5435.
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Local Trader 17
Books are not going away just yet

Optimism at Julian Wood Books
On the eve of his departure for the London Book Fair,
Dean Michael, Director of JWB, the bookseller and
library supplier in Station Street, was optimistic. ‘It’s
a challenge to stay relevant,’ he said. ‘But we do not
believe the humble book is going away just yet.’
Established as a public library and TAFE college
supply business by its namesake Julian Wood in 1973,
Julian Wood Bookseller (JWB) was originally located
in the main street of Upwey. Working for Julian at the
time, Diane (Dee) Bennett and her late husband Ern
took the opportunity to purchase JWB when it came
up for sale in around 1991.
The decision was soon made to move the business
closer to home in Ferntree Gully where it was located
in one and then another Station Street shop. With the
business growing quickly it wasn’t long before it was
once again time to move. In 1998 Dee and Ern, along
with Des and Lynda of Ferntree Gully Newsagency,
purchased the old post office building at 69 Station
Street where both businesses still trade today.
In 2009 Dee decided it was time to retire. Dee’s
daughter Donna and her partner Dean were next in line
to take over the business. Having already worked at
JWB for nine and four years respectively, Donna and
Dean were well versed in the day-to-day operations.

Looking back now, after four years as directors of the
company, Donna and Dean both concede it has been
hard work, especially with a young family in tow. The
biggest challenge to the business now, Dean says, is
for JWB to stay relevant as libraries adapt to the ever
evolving digital world.
Julian Wood Bookseller has been a library supplier
since 1973. The business is one of the longest
operating library suppliers in Australia. JWB employs
seven staff including family members and friends all
of whom live in and around Ferntree Gully.
Although still primarily a public library supplier,
JWB has a retail shop front for browsing and will
order books for you from around the world. They also
supply some of our local schools and will source most
school books for shop customers.
Julian Wood Bookseller is located at 1/69 Station
Street Ferntree Gully and is open Monday to Friday,
9:00am-5:00pm and some Saturday mornings. You
can also contact their friendly staff by phone on 9752
2588.
For the month of April JWB will be having its
‘Easter 25% off all stock’ sale, as well as plenty
of other heavily discounted specials up for grabs.
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18 Community
Playtime
News
Cat Corner Rescue team all purring

What’s On

– continued from p. 9.

The Book Inn Book Exchange

The Book Inn book exchange is a quaint second hand book
shop that offers clients the option of returning the books
once they have read them and receiving half the amount of
purchase back. There are tables and chairs set up so that
you can enjoy a quiet cuppa while you peruse the books.
For more information contact Elaine on 97522077
Where: 17 Alpine Street, Ferntree Gully 3156
Tel: 9752 2077

RSPCA Million Paws Walk

Nick Wakeling MP with Kerri Neuman and volunteers of The Cat Corner Rescue Group Inc.

Congratulations to Kerri Neuman and the dedicated
volunteers of The Cat Corner Rescue Group in
Ferntree Gully who have recently been successful
with their grant application through the Animal
Welfare Fund.
The group will receive over $28,000, one of
24 grants awarded by the Victorian Coalition
Government for this round. The grant will be used to
upgrade the rescue group’s facilities for the reception,
housing and treatment of rescued cats and kittens. It
will help the group to continue to protect the welfare
of homeless or neglected cats and kittens.
Ferntree Gully MP Nick Wakeling was pleased to
visit the organisation to commend Kerri, Cheryl and
the volunteers for the work they do for the Knox
community. The group rescues hundreds of cats and
kittens each year, and cares for them while they await
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a new family to adopt them.
The group could not operate without the time given
by many dedicated volunteers who care for, play with
and give unlimited cuddles to the cats and kittens. The
group is always seeking financial donations to assist
with paying for vet bills, which ensure every cat and
kitten is healthy and ready to be adopted. The group
also welcomes donations of tinned and dry cat food
and towels and will always welcome new volunteers
to help care for the cats and kittens.
For more information go to – www.thecatcorner.
com.au or call Kerri on 9758-0591
For more information on the Coalition Government’s
Animal Welfare Fund, visit: www.depi.vic.gov.au/
animalwelfaregrants

Join in the fun of the RSPCA’s biggest fundraiser and
help care for more than 28,000 animals entering Victorian
shelters each year. The Million Paws Walk is the most
important event on the canine calendar! You and your
pooch will be treated to entertainment, displays, stalls,
giveaways and a host of other activities. It’s a fun day out
where you can make a real difference to RSPCA animals.
Simply register to come along and then set up your
fundraising page. Ask your family, friends, colleagues,
neighbours and classmates to sponsor your walk. Every
dollar you raise will make a big difference and will help
toward the $482,000 to support animals in need.
When: Sunday 18 May 2014
For more information and to register for the walk go to
www.millionpawswalk.com.au

Knox District Woodworkers Club

If you are interested in anything to do with wood, then you
are invited to join the Knox District Woodworkers club
members on the 1st Wednesday of the month, to see the
club facilities, and meet with fellow Club Members. No
experience with woodworking is needed. Club members
will be only too happy to share their experiences and
hospitality with you. Join a project group and become
involved in some of the activities they regularly enjoy.
From carving, wood-turning, furniture building and
modelling to just talking about wood related matters.
Membership costs are modest and you are under no
obligation to join when you visit to learn more about the
fascinating and rewarding world of wood!
Where: 45 Glenfern road, Ferntree Gully, 3156
Tel: 9758 4849
www.alchester.com.au

Local History 19
The case of the kidnapped bookie
Kidnapped from Olinda
Bookmaker seized and bound: captors demand money
Locked in suburban house: escapes through window

One of the most amazing stories of crime that
has engaged the attention of police for years was
reported this morning. A motor car, two desperate
men and Tobias Emanuel, bookmaker . . . were the
principals in the affair.
So read the headline and lead story of the
evening edition of The Herald 10 March 1923.
Tobias Emanuel was my great grandfather; born in
Russia in 1850 he arrived in Melbourne as a young
man. I am uncertain as to how or why he became
a bookie but having a natural ability at mental
arithmetic may be a clue. He was certainly successful.
The Herald describes him as owning considerable
property in St Kilda and a hobby farm and house
in Olinda situated ‘just off the main road and near
Perrin’s Creek Rd’ (near Kenloch).
He was at his house, a log cabin, at Olinda when
late on the night 9/10 March, 1923, Emanuel was
awakened by a ‘terrific voice’. A man was shouting
that he should come quickly as he was under
instructions to drive him to St Kilda as his daughter
was seriously ill. Emanuel ‘threw on his clothes’ and
without even bothering to lace his boots ran outside.
It was a ruse. His daughter was not sick.
Waiting for him was a car and two men; ‘a big
fat fellow with a big stomach’ and a thin man.
Surprisingly, Emanuel was later to describe the stout
man as ‘having a grand heart . . . because he treated me
gently . . . I will do him a good turn if I can.’ The thin
man was nasty. He seized Emanuel’s hands and tied
them behind his back; he placed a bandage over his
eyes and pushed him into the back of the car. Emanuel
cried, ‘what’s the game?’ ‘Money!’ was the reply.
The kidnappers appear to have been under the
impression that Emanuel, being a successful bookie,

would be carrying a large sum of money. The ransom
they demanded was five hundred pounds. Emanuel
stalled. He only had ten pounds but offered them more
if they would drive him to Melbourne.
And so began the long nightmarish journey. The
night was dark. The fat man drove. The thin man sat
in the back with the tied, blindfolded and now gagged
bookmaker. The car, an old Ford, kept breaking down.
And while the fat man tinkered with the engine the
thin man worked off his frustration by punching the
seventy-three year old Emanuel in the face.
It took a staggering five hours for the kidnappers
to reach their destination, a house in Murphy St,
Garden Vale. Emanuel, ‘dazed and exhausted’ was
taken inside. The fat man kindly gave him a glass of
whiskey and a cup of tea and when Emanuel asked if
he could lie down led him to a room with a bed. The
kidnappers were careless for they had left the window

unlocked. Emanuel climbed out of the window and
dashed into the street. As he was later to report: ‘I ran
across the road and into a house through the scullery –
where I picked up a broomstick – through the kitchen
and knocked at a door. A man and his wife were in
bed. The man called out. ‘What’s the matter?’ and I
told him I was not mad and that I wanted protection
as I had just escaped from a house where I had been
held for ransom.’
The police were called. And as my grandfather
was a well-known racing identity they immediately
recognised him; ‘Why, it’s Mr Emanuel!’ On
hearing his story the police ran across the road but
the ‘desperados’ had fled the coop. The police had
little trouble, however, in tracking them down. Not
being the brightest kidnappers in the world the two
men, now identified as Allan Duigman (32), dealer,
and Nigel Cowan, (47), engineer, were arrested the
following day at, of all places, the racetrack.
The Sun News- Pictorial (12.3.1923) also reported
the kidnapping. Their account gives an interesting
description of Emanuel’s character: ‘A native of
Russia, Mr Emanuel is very well liked in the racing
world. He is one of the kindliest hearted men
connected with racing, and is alway ready to help the
under-dog, having retained vivid impressions of the
hardships of his youth.’
The kidnapping did not deter my great grandfather
from attending the racetrack. He was still placing
bets a week before he died peacefully in his bed at
the age of 96.
Judith O’Donnell is a resident of
Ferntree Gully and author.
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Proudly sponsored by
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

20 Schools and Sport
Sixty years of scouting

Towards the end of 1954, the parish of St John
the Baptist decided to start a Scout Group. At the
first meeting 100 boys turned up! This led to the
formation of the Second Ferntree Gully Scouts
Group which later, as scouting took off across the
area, became known as the Fourth Knox Scouts
Group, one of 14 Scout Groups in Knox.
Fourth Knox Scouts have been involved with the
Knox Festival for over 30 years. Across all sections,
the scouting group ranges from 6 to 26 years. They
come together with their families to cook and
provide food and cold drinks for the weekend. It’s
a way to serve the community while raising money
for group activities.
In our organisation, recognition is bestowed upon
the members and moral relationships flourish. We
strongly support volunteers, both juniors and adults,
to provide skill and knowledge across all aspects
of our activities.
Mel Doyle

Good for Footy - great for UFTG Club

FTG Toyota’s Good for Footy event at King’s Park
recently was certainly good for the Upper Ferntree
Gully Football Club, as keen groups of young players
made clear.
The event was supported by Ferntree Gully Toyota,
major sponsors of the Club. Visiting AFL players,
Jack Grimes and Nathan Jones (Melbourne)and
Jarryd Roughead (Hawthorn), joined the evening’s
training, signed footballs and chatted with admiring
kids and parents.
As training ended and the evening shadows
lengthened across this beautiful oval, the three
visitors joined in an enthusiastic question and answer
session with young locals and their parents.

YOUR LOCAL DEALER

WE WANT

YOUR CAR

For a free valuation on your vehicle, call Paul on 0428 911 464 or email info@ferntreegullytoyota.com.au
Ferntree Gully News April
(03) 2014
9758 8222 | ferntreegullytoyota.com.au

Schools and Sport 21
More than just a sport

We have great sporting facilities in our community,
but they are not keeping up with growing demand.
Many of the Clubs have spoken to me in recent years
about the need for expanded or upgraded facilities so
that more people can participate.
Sport facilities are not typically the responsibility of
the federal government, but I have made a determined
effort to see if we can at least make a contribution.
Engaging people in sport is of course great for
keeping people fit and active. In an age when too many
are overweight or obese, this alone is a good enough
reason to support our sporting clubs.
But it is more than just this. My observation is that
our sporting clubs in Knox are one of the key areas
where young people are engaged, kept busy and off
the street, and are mentored by older people.
There are not many places any more where people
of all generations come together and where more
experienced people can provide some wisdom to
younger people. Our larger sporting clubs provide
this. I see this at the local cricket, the football, the
netball and other clubs: people of all generations
mixing and the older people giving attention to the
young ones and providing some sage advice. I know
for a fact that some kids’ lives are literally saved
because a club member intervened at a key moment.
Leading up to the last election, I made a number
of commitments that, should the Coalition win
government, we would put some money into our

sports facilities - to make a contribution. I am pleased
to say that this money has now been allocated and I
am working with the local Clubs and Knox Council
to get the work done.
Sometimes the amounts allocated are quite small;
on other occasions more significant. But if the

investments mean that more kids participate, are off
the street, and are mentored to be better people, then
it will be worth every cent.

they make the effort to come together in times of
need to support one another and do what they can
to make sure that they know that they care and are
willing to help.’
Graham Crichton, from the Gully CFA who
attended the event commented that, ‘You could feel
the community spirit and sense of togetherness’

as everyone one played their part: school staff,
students with stalls to sell their wares, the volunteers
supervising the vehicles, the parents and children
as well as visitors from further afield, alerted by
facebook.
Congratulations to everyone for a great idea and
a great day out.

Alan Tudge MP
Federal Member for Aston

Touch a Truck for Noah
Once they decided on the concept of a Touch the Truck
Day, the staff of Ferntree Gully North Primary School
set to with enthusiasm.
The Touch a Truck scheme comes from Manchester,
New Hampshire, USA, where it is a regular fundraising
event for children in need. The idea is to put on an
event so that children who see the big vehicles in the
streets can get a chance to climb aboard, can get a feel
for the work the trucks do.
For the school principal, Cory Pearce, the event
was more than a once-off fundraiser. It was a heartfelt
response from a generous community who rally
around to help their own at times of need.
He wrote in the school newsletter:
‘Before I came to Ferntree Gully North, four and
a half years ago, I toured the school as part of the
application process. It was after school hours and
there were no students or families around but I still
felt ‘it’. When I try and describe what I mean by that,
I talk about how it felt like a community school; like
a country school in the suburbs; how it felt like more
than just a place where students go to school and spend
their day. I applied to be a part of it without hesitation.
‘The events of this year have reinforced this feeling.
Despite the day to day struggles that families face,
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22 Playtime

Easter Egg Hunt!

Bonnie and Clyde are hunting for Easter eggs that have
been hidden in the garden early on Easter morning.
Can you find them all?
Make a list of all the letters on the eggs and rearrange
them to find a message with a link to the Easter story.

---- --- ----Can you find more eggs in this newspaper? How many?

Happy Easter everybody!

They
should do some
weeding while
they‛re there!

Designed and illustrated for The Ferntree Gully News by Pete Rowe, Bulldog Creatrix.

www.peterowe.com.au

Experience the
St Josephs difference
Open Days for 2014
Tuesday 18 February, 9.30am
Wednesday 26 February, 6.30pm
Thursday 27 March, 9.30am
Tuesday 6 May, 9.30

Saturday 12th of April
9:30am till 2:00pm
Marie Wallace Bayswater Park (Tennis Pavilion)Melways 64G3
Cnr King St & Mountain Hwy Bayswater
9729 9499 | info@bridgescc.com.au

is supported by financial assistance from the Commonwealth and Victorian Governments.

Late news: Prabhat Alloi

Teresa Cannon reports: Tonight we held our annual
dinner to support projects in Indian villages. As with
previous fund raisers, this one was very successful.
Tonight we raised $2708. Other donations, specific
to each charity, were also received with the final
outcome for each charity totalling $1454. These
monies will contribute substantially to funds for
education, health and transport for children to school
in the form of rickshaw buses.
To those who attended, thank you so much. To
those unable to come thanks too for your interest and
donations. We'll be doing it all again next year and
looking forward to seeing you.

August
2011
Ferntree Gully News April
2014

St Josephs

College

stjosephs.com.au
5 Brenock Park Drive, Ferntree Gully
Telephone: 61 3 9758 2000
SJC129

Bridges Connecting Communities are holding a fantastic Book Fair.
Hot/Cold Drinks, BBQ and sweets will be available on the day.
Come and join us and pick up a bargain!

Tuesday 22 July. 9.30am
Thursday 21 August, 9.30am
Sunday 19 October, 9.30am
Tuesday 18 November, 6.00pm

Village Traders' Directory 23
Accountants

Supplies

dtaca
4/1 Alpine Street 97586417

Jennifer Anne's Cakes
1/107 Station Street 97580990

Grantley Bland and
Associates Accountants
26 Station Street 97585888

Clothes & Clothing
Services

Kypri & Co Unisex Hair Design
5/1 Alpine Street 97588555
Nature's Beauty Secrets
6/101 Station Street 97589122
Rave Hair & Beauty
1/101 Station Street 97588076

Restaurants
The Indian			
42 Forest Road
9752 3443
Captain America's			
38-40 Forest Road
97580711

Antiques, Gifts, Appliances

Ferntree Gully Dry Cleaners
83 Station Street 97536600

The Avenue Hairdressing
1 The Avenue 97583113

Cignall
2/101 Station Street 97536776

Ferntree Gully Laundrette
129 Station Street

Va Hair Do
5 Alpine Street 97589933

Ferntree Thai
2/107 Station Street
97586464/043323147

Ferntree Gully Watch & Clock
117-119 Station Street
0419373491/97587740

Internet Laundrette
7 Alpine Street 0419367267

Health and Fitness

Loi Eng Restaurant
113 Station Street 97581818

Wooden Ink (available at
Amos Computer World)
www.woodenink.com 97589201

Arts and Crafts
Glass Crafts and Leadlights:
The Oak Glass
3 Leitch Street 97586052
Joe's Picture Framing Gallery
50 Forest Road 97580001
Scrapbook Megastore
20 Alpine Street 97580300
The Hut Gallery
157 Underwood Road 97588955
Blossoms & Treasures
61 Station Street 97588487

Automotive Sales &
Services
Apollo Fuel
47 Forest Road 97580333
McDonald's Car Electrical Repairs
Cnr Station St and Selman Avenue
97582332			
Rohde Smash Repairs
41 Forest Road 97582081
Village Service Centre
Cnr Station and Alpine Street
97583737

Bakeries
Alpine Street Bakery
12 Alpine Street
Fern Gully Bakery
100 Station Street 97522830

Banking
Ferntree Gully Community Bank
(Bendigo Bank)
67 Station Street 97560332

Books & Newsagency
Ferntree Gully Newsagency
2/69 Station Street 97581343
Julian Wood Bookseller
1/69 Station Street 97522588
The Book Inn
16 Alpine Street 97522077

Butcher
Marty’s Meat Supply
13/101 Station Street 97581069

Cake Decorations & Party

Mark's Quality Shoe Repairs
73 Station Street 97584269
Silva's Creations Clothing Alterations
1/75 Station Street 97582565

Coffee Shops

AcheShifters Clinical Massage
Therapy
125 Station Street
0408363983/87118369

Gully Physiotherapy Clinic
2/1 Alpine Street 97589111

Rapture
45 Forest Road 97584966

South East Massage
2/75 Station Street
0412588165/97583860

Community Programs,
Clubs and Centres
CFA
The Avenue
Community Balance
1/115 Station Street 97535369
Ferntree Gully Friendly
Pensioners’ Association
1060 Underwood Road
97582990/97584825
Ferntree Gully Senior
Citizens' Wattle Club
1060 Underwood Road
97582990/97584825
Knoxbrooke Industries
2 Francis Crescent 97582999
Mountain District Learning Centre
13-15 The Avenue 97587859
The Shopfront
90 Station Street 97587747
Yooralla (First Base Station)
77-79 Station Street 97523316

Computer Services
Amos Computer World
88 Station Street 97589201
Cartridge World
109 Station Street 97581299
PC & Laptop
16 Alpine Street 9758 5766

Florist
Cherry Gay Florist
35-37 Forest Road 97583721/97582619

Hair and Beauty
Andrey Continental Gents Hairstylist
3/101 Station Street 97586551
Capelli Hair Studio
11/101 Station Street 97588554

Goldfins
2/115 Station Street 97586266

Forest Road Chiropractic
48 Forest Road 97588522

Coffee Bliss
7/101 Station Street 97535058

Around The Bend
121 Station Street 0434 959 255

Paddy's Tavern
34 Forest Road 97523081

Red Café
52 Forest Road 97560248

Supermarkets
Alpine St Cellars Foodworks &
Liquor
10-12 Alpine Street 97587100

Winning Physique Gym
1-3/170 Underwood Road
97589330/0407542788

IGA Ferntree Gully
3/107 Station Street 97523999

Takeaway

Yoga Balance
14 Alpine Street 97626069
Insight (Counselling & Psychology)
8/101 Station Street 9752 5086

Lawnmowers

Gully Fish Shop
92 Station Street 97583972
J'z Pizza Plus Kebabs
10/101 Station Street 97523237
Station Street Fish & Chips
71 Station Street 97581618

Pick Me Up Mowers
44 Forest Road 97523380

Fresh Pantry
9 Alpine Street 97560306

Legal Services

Veterinarian

Tony O'Brien & Associates		
46 Forest Road 97581077		
		

Foothills Veterinary Clinic
5/101 Station Street 97523555

Milk Bars

Jenris Milk Bar			
14/101 Station Street 97535749

Op Shops
Angliss Hospital Op Shop		
4/101 Station Street 97634803
Salvation Army Community Store
96 Station Street 97581132
St Vinnies
32 Forest Road 97588501
Community Op Shop
18 Alpine Street

		

This Guide to shops and services in Ferntree
Gully village is a once-off item produced for
your convenience. Please cut out and keep the
page. And please support your local businesses.
(List compiled by IT student Olivia Platek in
collaboration with Lower Gully Traders Inc.)

Other Services
HomeSec Finance Express		
6/170 Underwood Road 97598500
Azimuth Surveying
131 Station Street 9752 2167

Pharmacy
Ferntree Gully Pharmacy
85 Station Street 97582020

Post Office
FTG Licensed Post Office		
65-67 Station Street 97587822
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1A Pinnacle Ave, Ferntree Gully

$550,000

4 Large Bedrooms
2 Bedrooms Up, 2 Down
Suits family or retirees, central location close to
shopping centre, schools and parkland. Rarely
do you see a 4 bedroom property still smelling of
fresh paint and with bedrooms the size they really
should be. The builder must be congratulated as
the design caters for most buyers, both young and
those of mature age. The compact block adds to
the appeal.

Downstairs

•
•
•
•

2 large bedrooms, ensuite, WIR, BIR
2 living areas
Powder room
Kitchen with S/S appliances

•
•
•

2 large bedrooms with BIR
1 living area
1 bathroom

Upstairs

Some features include split system air conditioner,
gas ducted heating, security alarm, and extra-large
double garage with front and rear roller doors.
For more info contact: Ray Abley 0418 319 452, John Katselas 0411 110 997,
Michael Jang 0417 288 899, Ray Quon 0414 529 630 or Steven Kwek 0413 222 933

Unit 1 / 129 Dorset Rd, Boronia

$475,000

Single Storey
Dual Occupancy
Large brand new 3 bedroom approx. size 168sqm
(18.1sq) with quality fittings throughout makes
this a perfect opportunity for the astute buyers
or investors wanting convenience close to the
Arboretum, railway station, buses and recreation
facilities. Currently under construction and if you
hurry, you can still save on stamp duty.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Some of the features include:

6 star energy rating
Evaporative cooling
Kitchen with stainless steel appliances and
Ceaser Stone bench tops
Full ensuite
Walk in robe to master bedroom
2 toilets
Double garage with remote control door

For more info contact: Ray Abley 0418 319 452, John Katselas 0411 110 997,
Michael Jang 0417 288 899, Ray Quon 0414 529 630 or Steven Kwek 0413 222 933

Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858
www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au

8 languages spoken at this office

