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TASTE ALL CULTURAL FOODS... ONLY $5 EACH
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The Knox Multi Harmony Festival
follows at the end of March. Repeating
the success of last year’s initial
festival, the event celebrates the
richness of the city’s diverse cultures
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Ph: 0419 367 267 - Ph: 0405 026 849
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From the editor
40 years of co-operation
2014 marks the fortieth anniversary of the Mountain
District Women’s Co-operative.
Established in 1974 to enhance the status
of women in the Knox/Sherbrooke area, the
first activities were a retail outlet for women’s
handicrafts and  an adult learning centre where they
could develop their knowledge and skills.
While arts and craft activities continue, it is
the learning centre that now predominates (now
trading as Mountain District Learning Centre MDLC). Over the first 20 years the provision of
HSC (now VCE) classes enabled many women
who had not completed secondary school to win the
qualifications needed to go on to tertiary study. The
provision of child care was then also an important
element.
Today at the centre in The Avenue we cater for
a diversity of  age, gender and ability. We are also
a flourishing Neighbourhood House, dedicated
to strengthening and connecting community in
Ferntree Gully with a busy program for 2014. (This
newspaper is an MDLC project.)
The Centre has recently played an enabling role
in consultations on the future of the Village. We
consider there is more at stake than preserving
views to the mountains, important as those are.  We
have hopes of seeing the Village and its surrounds
becoming a place where people care for each other,
especially those in need; where the arts flourish
and find a home; where the heritage of thousands
of years of people and animals seeking sanctuary
in cool forest fringes is nurtured and handed on.
The unfolding of the planning process for Ferntree
Gully Village can be a real test of how a community
enshrines its values in law.  We are heartened by the
support of Cr Orpen and her colleagues on Knox
Council.
We wish them and all our readers every good
fortune in 2014.
Anne Boyd

Disclaimer

The views expressed in Ferntree Gully News are not necessarily
those of the supporting organisations unless acknowledged as such.
No endorsement of products and services is implied by the listing of
advertisers and sponsors. While every effort is taken to print contributions
accurately, the publishers take no responsibility for errors.

Ferntree Gully News is published by the
Mountain District Learning Centre,
13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully 3156,
(telephone 9758 7859) in collaboration with
the Lower Gully Traders Inc. Ferntree Gully News
can be accessed on the website ferntreegullynews.
com and is archived at www.mdlc.com.au.

Discovery Day in Ferntree Gully Village. Long term community volunteer Lynn Brewster arriving early with
husband Alan  outside Jennifer Anne’s Cakes shop.  Volunteers at Halcyon and the Learning Centre made the
decorations for the Station Street fig trees as part of the Traders Village Christmas project.  Photo by Barbara
Oehring.

Walkers wanted

Our wonderful Community paper continues to expand
and over time we have had some great positive reports
on the quality of the paper.  It is good to hear!
Volunteer Walkers are still needed to help with
further distribution of this Community paper.  
• In and around Hancock Drive, Mountain Gate,
including Ormonde Road
• parts of Blackwood Park Road
• Areas around Windermere Drive: Solway
Close, Bryden Drive and Trefoil Street
• Wattleview Road, Burke Road, Edina Street,
Westley Street through to Burwood Highway
up to Commercial Road.

Join the Gully News Team
We now have more than 50 wonderful
volunteer walkers but we continue to look
for helpers, especially with gathering and
editing news and stories, or managing
advertisements. If you would like to help,
contact Anne Boyd 9758 8278 or Jenny Ford
9758 1370, or call in at our office at No.8
The Avenue, open Tuesdays 10.00am until
3.00pm or by appointment at other times.
Editor: Anne Margot Boyd 9758 8278
Office: Heidi Lighten and Mary Trinnie.
Assistant editor and website: Meg Hellyer
Writers: Teresa Cannon, Graham Crichton, Peter Stagg
and others
Distribution Manager: Jenny Ford 9758 1370
Book-keeping: John Ford
Design and Formatting: Dandystripes Design
Illustration: Pete Rowe
Photography: Barbara Oehring
Community News: Lynn Brewster and Diana Brown
Printed by McPherson Media at Newsprinters
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If you can spare half an hour to an hour every two
months to help deliver into these areas, please ring
me on 9758-1370.  Papers are delivered to your door.
Jenny Ford
Distribution Manager

Meet us at the Knox Festival

The six community newspapers in Knox will have a
tent at the Knox Festival. Call in and meet the people
who make and distribute the papers.

Find Ferntree Gully online

The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing.  
The newspaper website is at ferntreegullynews.com
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District
Learning Centre is mdlc.com.au
Other news and events are at the following:
ferntreegully.vic.au
lowergullytraders.com.au
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au

Deadlines for copy and advertising

Issue
28
29
30

Month
April
June
August

Deadline
14 March
9 May
11 July

Distribution
4 April
30 May
3 August

email to gullynews@gmail.com
Gully News Office: 8 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Open: Tuesdays 10.00am to 3.00pm
– or by appointment
Telephone 9758 3056
or contact MDLC 9758 7859
ABN: 20 093 868 002
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Councillor’s Column
Council has created a Draft Structure Plan – to ensure
the future of the Village continues to be a thriving
community hub for years to come.
Council’s consultation with residents regarding
Ferntree Gully Village has been extensive – more
than 3000 letters have been personally addressed
to households on two occasions, in addition to
information sessions at the Village Discovery Day in
November last year as well as five public meetings.
In fact, 37 residents also wrote to Council – with
most of the submissions relating to building heights,
streetscapes, parking and what they valued about the
Village.
Overall, most residents requested to retain a 7.5mWelcome to 2014
8m height limit, with some views supporting a higher
An exciting year for the Ferntree intensity of development.
Having listened to residents, Council met on
Gully Village
Tuesday 28 January and resolved to endorse the
The people of Ferntree Gully take great pride in their Structure Plan with a maximum 8m (two storey)
local area. Ferntree Gully Village – the core of the height control.
This is not the end of the story, nor is it the final
Ferntree Gully community – is of great significance
decision.
to residents.
As Council was unable to accommodate all issues
Council, too, shares residents’ affection for the
Village, as well as a desire to improve it. That’s why raised in the submissions, the next move is a request to

the Minister for Planning to appoint an Independent
Planning Panel to consider all referred submissions,
before the Amendment can progress.
It should be noted that the temporary height
control expires in December 2014, so as part
of Council’s resolution, we have requested the
Government to expedite the process as soon as
possible and it is hoped that the Panel would be
appointed February-March 2014. Council would
then consider the recommendations of the Panel
before submitting the amendment to the Minister
requesting approval.
Thank you to everyone who attended the meetings
and contributed their thoughts and ideas towards
getting the Structure Plan to this point.
Cr Karin Orpen
Knox City Council – Dobson Ward Councillor

Watching democracy in action
Knox Councillors approve the Village
Structure Plan
Long-term Council watcher, Kevin Knox, asked a
question at the January meeting of Knox Council:
Would Council consider occasionally holding the
meeting in one of Knox’s nine wards, as had been
done formerly.  Perhaps, he suggested, if people were
more familiar with the process, the Council might get
a better media profile?
Gully residents attending last Tuesday’s meeting
at Knox Civic Centre may well agree. They had
participated in a five-year process of improvements
to the Village Streetscape and the Structure Plan
consultation. Many were anxious that a Plan  which
contained so many good things for the future of the
Village also included provision for developments,
especially buildings to three-story 11m  heights, that
could negate those hopes.
They need not have worried.  
A brisk amendment intervention by Dobson Ward
Cr Orpen proposing an 8 metre building height limit
across the Activity Centre was accepted. With that
provision in place, the Councillors unanimously
approved the Draft Plan and congratulated Cr Orpen,
as did residents after the meeting.  

Lynn Brewster, a local community member who has
campaigned against high-rise development in Ferntree
Gully Village, was at the meeting.
‘What a relief’, she said. ‘Councillor Orpen has
worked extremely hard to ensure all the community
have been listened to and to right a wrong made
back in 2006 when the village was exempted from
the Dandenong Foothills policy. This decision is a
common-sense move that will preserve the view to
the hills and protect our unique Ferntree Gully Village.
Congratulations Karin.’
The Plan now needs State approval. As the process
unfolds the people of Ferntree Gully can take heart
from the recent Plan Melbourne which says, ‘local
communities should lead the planning of their own
centres’ (p.103). The Plan also recognises (page
140) the Dandenong Ranges as a place of special
importance for its high biodiversity values, natural
beauty and popular recreational opportunities.

New Artisan Market

The Ferntree Gully Village Artisan Market specialising in the sale of original creations by local
Arts & Crafts people launched as part of the annual
Ferntree Gully Village Discovery Day on Saturday
30 November 2013. The day was a great success and
two more markets have been held since.
This market is about getting ‘Artisans’ back into
Ferntree Gully, creating a public space where people
can come to purchase quality local creations. The
market will continue to run on the 3rd Saturday of
the month in February and April, 9am to 2pm, and
resume in October.
Stallholders Wanted
We are now seeking local Artisans of all styles to
apply for regular market stalls. Interested artisans
please forward 1MB pdf samples of your work
and a blurb about yourself, including full contact
details to: ftgartisanmarket@gmail.com.  You will
be contacted for an interview. See also the website
ftgartisanmarket.com
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Community News

Vale – Francis (Frank) Breen
Long-term resident and life member of the
Ferntree Gully Football Club and the Cricket
Club, Frank Breen passed away recently.
St John the Baptist church was packed for
his funeral. Friends and family gathered
afterwards at the clubrooms. Grantley Bland
delivered a eulogy.

‘Me Ole Mate Breeny’
In the early 1970s, I attended a compulsory football
training session on a Sunday at Ferntree Gully
Football   Club and I remember that I was sitting
on one side of the change rooms and Frank was on
the other. I approached him and asked whether he
attended De La Salle College and ascertained that he
did. In fact his family home was in the same street as
the Main Entrance of the college. I cannot recall what
made me ask the question, as Frank was 2 years my
junior, which would mean that it was unlikely that we
knew each other at school. Frank always maintained
that I was the first one to speak to him at the football
club (and he never let the facts get in the way of a
good story).
Anyway, from that time we became very good
friends and played in the same football team. In
those days Frank ran his own small business as a
representative of National Mutual Insurance, for a

number of years, and I remember that he proudly
wore a tie (or lapel pin) that he was awarded for his
achievements.
We found that we had many things in common,  
children of similar age, sport, horse races, having a
beer etc. and we often met at social gatherings.
Frank always wanted to be accepted as a ‘local’
and I remember the night when he was awarded a
life membership of the Ferntree Gully Football Club.
During his acceptance speech, with tears of joy rolling
down his face, he exclaimed ‘maybe now I will be
accepted as a local’ and the chorus from the locals
was the same as made famous by John Elliot.
Frank also played cricket for the Ferntree Gully
Cricket Club for many years where he had the
distinction of being one of only two players to pass
150 matches in the ‘Vets’. He heads the all time
wicket taking and numerous other honours (including
being a member of a Premiership Team – at the age of
about 60).  Needless to say Frank was also awarded
a Life Membership of the cricket club.
I remember well that for afternoon tea, he always
supplied the best curried egg sandwiches I have ever
eaten.
Frank was an active supporter of both the cricket
and football clubs, where he would not think twice
about getting into the kitchen cooking hamburgers
etc, serving behind the bar, cooking up a BBQ.
He was also passionate about golf and played most
Sunday mornings and during the cricket season would
leave the 19th hole and head for a game of ‘Vets’.

Francis Aungier Breen

4 October, 1946 – 4 January, 2014

Frank was also a dedicated family man,with very
strong ties to  his large family. This entailed camping
trips to Darraweit Guim with his wife Margaret and
their 4 children, where they mingled with aunts,
uncles, cousins and his immediate family. Frank’s
culinary efforts were legendary and well remembered
by those close to him.
He was also very proud of his Irish heritage and
celebrated St Patrick’s Day with gusto.
I sent an email to a friend who lives interstate to
advise him of Frank’s passing, to which he replied
‘If ever there was a likeable rogue, there’s your man.’
A group of four of us went out to lunch, mainly on
a Friday numerous times a year, for many years – we
sure are going to miss him.
Grantley Bland

New Rules for Your Street
Council’s draft Housing Strategy
We’ve heard that you
value the green and leafy
character of Knox and now
we’re responding. Council’s
draft Housing Strategy is
proposing stricter planning
rules than ever before. These
rules will protect 96% of
Knox’s suburban streets from
overdevelopment and direct
the majority of new houses to
defined locations.

For more information
Visit www.knox.vic.gov.
au/futurehousing or
telephone (03) 9298 8000.
If you would like to
support, disagree with, or
propose changes to the
new rules for housing,
you must make a written
submission by 5pm
Friday 28 March 2014.
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Find out how these changes will affect you…
Look online at www.knox.vic.gov.au/futurehousing or drop in
anytime to one of our neighbourhood information sessions to
speak to someone about the new rules.
Sessions will be held at:
 Ferntree Gully Community
 Knox Festival (Wally Tew
Arts Centre (1010 Burwood
Reserve, Glenfern Road,
Highway, Ferntree Gully) on
Ferntree Gully)
Thursday 20 February,
on Saturday 1 March
3 to 7pm
and Sunday 2 March,
10am to 5pm
 Knox Regional Netball Centre
(9 Dempster Street, Ferntree
Gully) on Wednesday 5 March,
3 to 7pm

Community Bank
A Big Thank You

Thank you to all who donated to the Foothills
Community Care organisation via the Ferntree
Gully Community Bank® collection point at the
branch.  Each day gifts and non-perishable food items
appeared under the Christmas tree, located within the
branch, donated by members of the local community.  
These gifts were collected by Steve Barrington and
distributed during the annual Christmas day lunch
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Anniversary
run by Foothills Community Care for their ‘family’
of people who regularly attend Foothills Community
Meal Nights (see more on page 15).  The food items
will be distributed during the year to those in need.  
The Ferntree Gully Community Bank® has had a
long association with Foothills and is proud to be
able to support a great organisation driven by local
volunteers.

Your Community Bank® celebrated its 13th
Anniversary in November.  From humble beginnings
the bank has become an important part of the local
community.  In the thirteen years since inception, it
has provided quality banking services, employment
opportunities for locals, kept local capital in the
community by providing a local investment option
for shareholders and provided a source of revenue
for community projects, determined by the local
community. The success of the bank is shared
via donations, sponsorships, Community Grants,
Club Rewards, major projects and importantly for
shareholders, dividends.  Thank you for supporting
us and being part of this great community.
It is timely to remember that you have a local bank,
committed to serving the community, having seen the
departure recently of the CBA from Upper Ferntree
Gully.

Annual Community Grants

Each year, the Community Bank® returns money
to the local community via its Community Grant
Program.  Grants are allocated to charitable and Notfor-Profit organisations for projects and activities
that offer clear public benefit for communities.  
Application forms will be available within the branch
or online at www.kcbg.com.au from 1 March, closing
at 5pm  on 31 March.

New stickers – a reminder of
defibrillator at the Bank

Ferntree Gully and Rowville Community Bank® branches
and Scoresby agency

Apply Now
Community Grant Program
Applications open Saturday 1 March and close Monday 31 March
2014.
Drop into your nearest branch at Ferntree Gully, Rowville or our
Scoresby agency to collect an application form or visit www.kcbg.
com.au to download an application form. Customers of our
Community Bank® branches will be given preference.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879. S40202AD (203417_v1) (19/12/2013)

Customers at the branch may have noticed a new
sticker on the door advising that the bank branch has
a defibrillator for use anywhere within The Village.  
Many shops within The Village also are displaying
these stickers as a reminder in case any visitor or
shopper within the precinct collapses due to a heart
incident.  The use of a defibrillator gives a patient the
very best chance of survival.  Some bank staff have
been trained in the use of this device.
Another sticker to pop up within the branch is the
new ‘Opportunity knocks in Knox with Bendigo’.  
These stickers are the brainchild of bank CEO, John
Surridge, who came up with the slogan at a recent
bank conference.  If you would like to support your
local Community Bank® pick up a sticker from the
branch.
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Proudly sponsored by
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

Community News

News from U3A Knox

The biggest and best seniors’ organisation
in the State
U3A Knox finished the year 2013 with well over 1200
members, and are well on the way to having the same
number registered for this year. More than 90 tutors
(who do not get any remuneration) teach or lead
more than 125 classes each term. The main (home)
venue for U3A Knox is in Park Boulevard, Ferntree
Gully. Most classes are held there and the building
has good facilities, including air conditioning when
it is hot! Almost half the registered members work
voluntarily in one or another capacity to run the
centre. If you want to be part of the biggest and
best seniors’ organisation in the state join your local
group, Knox U3A, and make a 1000 friends!

Register for 2014

For the New Year of 2014, those not yet registered
for membership may register and sign up for classes
which are not already full for the term. Membership
costs $40 for the year, which entitles members to
attend most classes at no further cost. Computer
classes do cost extra, depending on the number of
weeks the classes comprise. Most computer classes
last 6 or 8 weeks, and cost $25 per term.
Courses resumed on 4 February. This year there
is a choice of more than 125 courses. Check with
the website or phone the office to see which courses
have vacancies. The office is open from 9.30 to 3.30
weekdays. Telephone 9752 2737
At this stage there are vacancies in the eBay Buying
and Selling class, in the computer users group, and
in the Laptops and Notebooks advanced class. New
classes include the Camera Club, on a Wednesday at
11.15 a.m. with James Reid at Parkhills (vacancies).
There may be vacancies still available in Water
Colour painting, and in Glass Painting, both on
Thursdays. Both creative writing classes have a few
vacancies.
Several golf groups will be running, one on
Wednesday at Dorset Golf Course (7.15 am), one at
Waverley, also at 7.15 am, Golf for Ladies (social)

at Churchill Park Golf Course at 8 am.   A Monday
class in Beginners Chimes has a few vacancies and
is held in a private home at 1 pm. (Anyone who has
heard the brilliant chimes group perform, would be
interested in this one.) Some language classes, some
taken with computer tuition, still have vacancies.
You may like to join one of the several cycling
groups, a bird watching group, a choir, and a more
advanced singing group, or you can learn the ukulele
or try folk singing. There are two recorder groups,
one advanced. Languages and Craft classes are very
popular.
There is something happening all the time.  Even
over the summer break classes did not completely
cease. At Parkhills, a program of four weeks of lively
classes with guest tutors kept members interested. In
term time, there are general meetings, social meetings,
bus trips etc., as well as those 125+ subjects. Details
of all our classes, with numbers of vacancies, can be
found on our website www.u3aknox.com.au, or ring
9752 2737 for information.

The Hut Gallery
157 Underwood Road
Ferntree Gully 3156

Portrait Exhibition
‘Let’s Face It’

Opens Sunday 23 February at 2.00pm
Closes Sunday 30 March 30 at 4.00pm

Poetry in The Hut Gallery

Sunday 16 February 3.00 pm
Entry $5.00 includes Refreshments

Gallery Hours

Saturday & Sundays 10am to 4pm
Free Admission
Workshops available in Still Life, Life
Drawing, Portraiture and Print Making
Classes with tuition in different
mediums also available
For more details Phone 9758 8955
or visit our website:
www.thehutgallery.wordpress.com

Yoga leader, Colin Tozer.

YOUR LOCAL DEALER

WE WANT

YOUR CAR

For a free valuation on your vehicle, call Paul on 0428 911 464 or email info@ferntreegullytoyota.com.au

(03) 9758 8222 | ferntreegullytoyota.com.au

Knox Australia Day Awards
Don Brown — Knox Citizen of the
Year

A versatile volunteer leader for five decades
For the past five decades, Don Brown’s community
spirit has led him to work tirelessly to benefit Knox.
Don first began volunteering in the 1960s as a football
umpire for the Eastern District Football League.
As well as this, Don was instrumental in forming
the Knox Little Athletics Association, where he
initially served as Secretary and later as President.
Here, Don’s organisational skills and commitment to
fairness shone, and within a year-and-a-half, almost
1000 athletes had registered with the association.
Don’s contribution has been honoured with Life
Membership of both organisations.
In addition to his volunteer work with sport and
athletics, Don has made outstanding contributions to
the University of the Third Age in Ferntree Gully (now
known as U3A Knox). Since becoming a member in
1994, Don has held the position of President three
times and also served as Course Coordinator, a role
that requires Don to establish new courses and find
suitable tutors. At 81 years of age, Don still leads four
classes every week, a commitment that his wife Kath
says requires hours of daily preparation.
Don also volunteers his time and energy to the
local theatre community. For 12 years, he has served
as a volunteer judge at the Annual Lyrebird awards,
a responsibility that requires Don to judge up to 40
performances annually.
Don’s outstanding contributions to the areas of
sport, athletics, higher learning and theatre are
remarkable examples of his commitment to the Knox
community and the generosity of his character.
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Volunteer of the Year

April Himmelreich received this award for her service
as an active member of the Basin Fire Brigade. Her
roles and responsibilities include serving as Events
Coordinator, as the Community Safety Coordinator
and also as a Community Education Presenter.
Additionally, April has also served as an Operational
Fire Fighter, a challenging role that requires her to be
on call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to respond to
local fires and incidents.  
In addition to her volunteer work with emergency
services and fire safety, April has also served on The
Basin Playgroup Committee as well as Colchester
Park Preschool Committee. She has also raised
funds for a number of charities, including Red Cross
Red Shield Appeal, Riding for the Disabled, Animal
Welfare Refuge and The Good Friday Appeal.

Young Citizen of the Year

100 volunteers, Jessica created a 188-page, colour
magazine and managed to raise $5,000 to print
300 copies. Jessica’s hope is to have the magazine
stocked in local schools so that teenage girls have
an alternative publication to read that she and her
classmates never had.
Jessica also volunteers for the government’s
National Body Image Advisory Board, and in 2013
was the keynote speaker at Positive Body Image
Awards.

Caitlin Meadows, Ferntree Gully resident and student
at the Knox School, has channelled her desire to better
the community in a number of ways, including raising
funds for important causes. By organising cupcake
and milkshake drives—which required many hours
of baking in her own time—Caitlin raised almost
$2,000 for the Cancer Council and Heart Foundation.
She has also raised funds for other worthy causes,
including the Epilepsy Foundation and Breast
Cancer Foundation. Another area of social justice
that Caitlin is particularly passionate about is gender
issues. Caitlin has generated awareness and funds
for a number of causes relating to gender issues,
including preventing violence against women and
White Ribbon Day.

Local Hero

Jessica Barlow launched The Brainwash Project
in 2012 by creating small magazines that explored
the negative impact the media has on body image
for young girls. Jessica’s publication was very well
received, with a number of young girls contacting
her to say ‘thank you’ for creating an alternative to
mainstream magazines.
After the initial success of The Brainwash Project,
Jessica launched a petition that asked women’s
magazine Cleo to include a disclaimer in their
publication to inform readers that some images
within the magazine are digitally altered. The petition
received more than 20,000 signatures and attracted
attention from radio stations, newspapers and student
journalists. Upon this response, Jessica independently
financed a trip to Sydney to meet with the editors
of Cleo. Here, they agreed that the Cleo Photoshop
Guidelines would be included in every edition from
December 2012.
Jessica then set out to create her own magazine
for teenage girls. In conjunction with more than

Photos of Don Brown (above) and Jessica Barlow are by Barbara Oehring.
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Food Feature
Oh my very goodness, it’s vegie
Look, I know that a lot of blokes will find this
distasteful, but this time round I’m talking vegetarian.
Not just any style vegetarian, Indian style. Mrs
Bloke and I recently took a little trip to India and
discovered a whole new world over there.  We found
new colours, new sounds and smells, new lifestyles
and especially new foods.  As one highly skilled in
the ancient art of eating steak, I survived quite nicely
in a land where beef rarely troubled the menu, and
lentils reign supreme. Yes, lentils for goodness sake.
Whether it was rich red or yellow Dahl, fragrant Pea
Pulao, or steaming shallow fried flatbreads, all of the
vegetarian offerings were an absolute treat.  Try this
tasty potato dish for example.
This dish can be a meal in itself or served as a side
with any other dish.   Dahl is a great complement.
The main tip we learnt with Indian cooking is to get
your spices into the crackling Ghee or hot oil first
and only then add the lumpy bits – not the other way
around.  Got it – liquids last. This ensures maximum
penetration of the flavours. Good luck with that, and
remember, be very careful where you scratch after
handling the chilli powder.
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Ingredients

5  medium sized potatoes boiled and cubed
4  tbsp cooking oil
1  tbsp Cumin seeds
Salt to taste
¼ tbsp red chilli powder
1 tbsp dry mango powder (or 2 tbsp lemon juice)
1 tbsp coriander seed powder
1  tbsp roasted cumin powder
Finely cut coriander leaves for garnish

Method

Heat your oil in a pan.
Add cumin seeds and sauté them till they change
colour.
Toss in the potato cubes, salt, red chilli powder,
dry mango powder, coriander seed powder,
roasted cumin powder and stir carefully till the
spices (masala) cover all of the potato cubes.
Let this cook on the stovetop (low) for 5 -7
minutes.
Garnish with coriander leaves and serve hot.
Cheers,
Cordon Bloke

Community News
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Knox Festival 1 & 2 March, 2014

The Knox Festival promises to be bigger and better
than ever this year. You can get creative with over
100 free art workshops and activities. See Knox’s
finest artists at work. Relax at the Canopy stage and
watch the Legendary Blues Train performers. Enjoy
music and dancing from local schools and community
groups at the Community Stage.  Run away and join
the circus at the free Ruccis Circus workshops, explore
the fairground, market stalls, roving performers and
much, much more! If you get a chance pop into the
Community Newspaper stall and say hi.
Where: Wally Tew Reserve, Glenfern Road,
Ferntree Gully (Melway 74 B5)
For more information :   www.knox.vic.gov.au/
knoxfestival

Fundraiser for Development
Projects in India

The annual dinner of Indian food and entertainment
to support innovative projects in India will be held
on 22 March 2014 at Mumbai Grill 42 Forest Road,
Ferntree Gully. Past years have raised funds to support
education, health, microfinance and housing. For
information and bookings call 0415414820. More
details on page 21.
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10 Mountain District Learning Centre
Class of 2013 celebrate achievements
In 2013 well over 150 students attended VET If you take one thing
(Vocational Education and Training) programs at
the MDLC.
VET Programs Coordinator Wendy congratulated
the students and thanked the dedicated team of Tutors
in a range of subjects including Retail, Hairdressing,
Desktop Publishing, Training and Assessment,
Transition Education and General Certificate in
Education for Adults.
She shared some of the students’ success
stories:
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

•
•
•

A young man attending Transition Education
classes learnt new skills and so found employment
at a TAFE Café.
Another young man attending White Card told
the tutor he wished all his teachers were like him,
fun, and could explain things in a way he could
understand and enjoy.
Students attending the CGEA numeracy class have
arranged for a holiday study group. This same
class requested to finish the year’s classes as late
as they could!
Confidence blossomed for a young man who
attended CGEA Literacy and Numeracy and
computers. He brought in a box of chocolates and
handed them out to everyone in the Centre.
Two girls attending a program for long term
disengaged due to anxiety have enrolled in VCAL
for 2014.
The hairdressing class created a mini retail outlet
of organic shampoos packaged and labelled using
their own creative design.
For the Village Discovery Day, intellectually
disabled adults attending a computer art class
through Transition Ed. displayed beautiful original
work   that their tutor Pete brought together in a
highly professional media display.
The retail class created a mini retail outlet of
aromatic soy candles, hugely popular amongst staff,
students and the public.
The Trans Ed group learnt the work skills that
enabled them to do the event management of the
tutors’ Christmas party.
The Trans Ed group (Health ) had an end of
year party full of dancing and laughing. One girl
proudly brought a plate of food she had cooked
and displayed herself. This made tutor Nicky cry
with pride.

Wendy’s team are looking forward to another year
filled with wonderful new success stories.

‘If you take one thing from your time at
MDLC, take this, take the fact that you have
succeeded.’
Education Co-ordinator Carlie Case might
have been talking to any group of graduating
students over the past 40 years at MDLC,
so truly do her words capture the sense of
achievement characteristic of the experience
of so many. Carlie was speaking at the 2013
graduation ceremony held in the Upwey
Hall. She continued:
‘Life will always throw obstacles in your
path, but you have done it once, so you
can do it again. You can overcome these Emily Peters & Jack Ryan,
obstacles, and reach your goals. It may not Rising Stars
be the way you imagined, but you will still
be able to get there.  You truly are amazing
young people.  I am so honoured and proud
to have played a part in your lives.
‘The students at MDLC have shown me
what it is to be a teacher, a social worker,
a mediator, a law enforcer, a performer, a
confidant and on some days a parent. You
have shown me what it is to have fun, to
be ok with who you are and that it is ok
to be vulnerable. I often call MDLC my
other family, as I feel that I have a strong
connection to all of the students.’  
‘I would like to finish by speaking about
Eileen Wilson,
the negativity in the media about the next VCE Student of the Year
generation, and where the world is headed.
I have to say that the young people here
tonight, are by far exceptions to this stereotype. They
have come together as a group, and have achieved
greatness. They have been able to learn from their
mistakes, and move forward. Many of you here
tonight have left your previous schools in not so
favourable situations, and are now excelling.  You
have made that decision to take the opportunities put
in front of you, and run with them.  I feel somewhat
at ease knowing that you all are part of the future
generation. Thank you for an amazing year.’
Tyler Knight,
Foundation VCE
Student of the Year
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Adrian Stanton,
MDLC Leadership Award

Aaron Robinson,
All–rounder

Mountain District Learning Centre 11
Discovering Ferntree Gully Village
The annual Discovery Day, held in
November, is part of the community
development program of MDLC. Thanks
are due to Community Development
Co-ordinator Bronte Schofield for the
organisation and volunteer market
coordinator, Debbi Douglas for the
successful launch of the Village Artisan
Market. MDLC also thanks the Knox City
Council for funding assistance through
their Community Development grant,
FTG CFA. Angliss Auxiliary, Foothills Vet
Clinic, Knox Historical Society, FTG Rotary
Club and the many volunteers from local
organisations, groups and businesses
who worked to ensure the day was an
outstanding success. Special thanks
to local photographer, Barbara Oehring
whose photographs are reproduced here
and to Meg Hellyer, from the Gully News
team, who writes about the day.

A fantastic day out!

The sun was shining. There was plenty of excitement
in the air. More than 2000 people flocked to the
Village to enjoy a day of fun and festivities for the
2013 Ferntree Gully Village Discovery Day.
On a beautiful Spring day the Village was
abuzz, with local traders and community groups
coming together to put on some great displays and
entertainment for festival-goers.
There was face-painting, fairy floss, and Noel
McNamara’s sausage sizzle outside Marty's Meats
(to Support Victims of Crime). Bands and buskers
including the Soopa Doopa Bush Band, Mozza and the
Upwey Country Music Club provided music through
the day, and the students from FTG North Primary
School also proved to be quite the entertainers!
The CFA Brigade drew a big crowd, with children
clambering for the chance to climb into the fire truck!
The 'Burns Table' and other displays were popular
as well.
Highlights also included the Fashion Parade at the
Angliss Auxiliary Op Shop, an Art Extravaganza
at the Hut Gallery, and a Petting Zoo over by the
Foothills Veterinary Clinic, who were celebrating
their 20th anniversary as part of the day's festivities.
The newly launched Artisan Market in Station
Street was a huge success too, with up to 40 different
stalls showcasing the wonderful works of our local
arts and crafts people. There were also some great
finds on offer up at the Trash and Treasure Market at
the Mountain District Learning Centre where there
were displays of student work as well as a presentation
of the FTG Village Structure Plan by Knox Council.

At the Ferntree Gully News we were also
delighted to have the chance to open our
doors at the Cottage, No. 8 The Avenue,
and get to say hello to our readers!
By all accounts it was a great success,
and a fantastic day out. Look forward to
seeing everyone again next year!
If you are interested in helping out
next year, or would like to have a stall
at the Artisan Market, please contact
Mountain District Learning Centre for
more information.
Meg Hellyer
Above: The CFA Koala.
Left: The Soopa Doopa Bush
Band.
Below: Working artists Kay
Webb and Jock Laing were on
hand to paint a portrait or two
at the Artisan Market. Here
Kay is drawing Leanne’s dog
Pudding.
Photos by Barbara Oehring.
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Proudly sponsored by
Nick Wakeling, State MP
for Ferntree Gully.

Summer is not over yet

The sun can be both enemy and friend. Or rather
the sun’s ultraviolet radiation (UV) can be. With too
much exposure to UV, the skin burns; there is danger
of skin cancer. Too little UV and Vitamin D (mostly
produced by sunlight on skin), diminishes to levels
that threaten bone density and overall health.  It’s a
matter of balance.
The Cancer Council rightly keeps the sun smart
message before us. Whenever UV levels reach three
and above, even if it’s cool or cloudy, the 5 SunSmart
steps should be an important part of your outdoor
routine.
To find out when you need sun protection, check
the daily sun protection times, issued whenever UV
levels reach three or more. The sun protection times
are available from:
•
•
•

free SunSmart app
the website sunsmart.com
weather section of the daily papers

If you can’t find the daily sun protection times,
make sure you use sun protection each day from
September to the end of April in Victoria. Don’t just
wait for hot, sunny days. The 5 steps are:
1. Clothing. If you can see skin, UV can reach it.
Choose clothing made from cool, densely woven
fabric that isn’t too tight and still allows airflow.
2. Sunscreen. Apply a generous amount of SPF
30 or higher sunscreen before going outdoors and
reapply every two hours. Make sure sunscreen is
within its use by date and stored below 30 degrees.
3. Hats. A sun protective hat shades the head, face,
eyes, ears and neck. A wide brimmed hat should have
a brim that is at least 7.5cm.
4. Shade. Shady spaces help block some of the sun’s
UV but not all so you still need to wear hats, clothing
and sunscreen even in the shade.
5. Sunglasses Protect the eyes with sunglasses

labelled AS1067. Look for ones that are close fitting,
wrap around and cover as much of the eye area as
possible.
See that children are adequately protected too.
Children copy those around them and learn by
imitation. If you adopt sun protection behaviours the
children in your care are more likely to do the same.

Keeping up Vitamin D levels

From September to April in Victoria, most people
need just a few minutes of sun exposure mid-morning
or mid-afternoon on most days of the week to help
with vitamin D.  Be extra cautious in the middle of
the day when UV levels are most intense. Even with
sunscreen you can still get some vitamin D.
From May to August, when Victoria’s UV levels
are usually low, aim for about 2 to 3 hours of sun
exposure each week.
For further information call 13 11 20 or visit the
Cancer Council’s website sunsmart.com.au. For more
about Vitamin D see betterhealth.vic.gov.au
For more community safety information see the
websites:
Knoxsafercommunity.org.au
nhw.com.au
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Does someone you know need
help leaving early?

Fires can start and spread quickly wherever there is
grass, scrub or bush – including on the edge of cities
and towns.  
For anyone living in a high-risk bushfire or grassfire
area, the safest option is to leave early on fire risk days.
For those who are frail, have a physical disability, or
have trouble thinking clearly or acting quickly in
stressful situations, it is even more important to leave
early on Severe, Extreme and Code Red days.
This fire season, think about any family members,
friends or neighbours in your community who might
require your help to plan for and leave early on fire
risk days. They will need longer to get organised,
and might need practical assistance with transport
to leave early.
They might need help planning what to do with their
pets, what to take with them (such as medications)
and where to go that is comfortable and safe – using
reliable transport.
To help with planning, download a free copy of the
Red Cross Bushfires – preparing to leave early plan
from www.cfa.vic.gov.au/redcrossplan or call the
Victorian Bushfire Information Line on 1800 240 667.

Community Safety 13
S T O P
BUSHFIRE
ARSON
Call Crime Stoppers
1800 333 000
Call 000 in an emergency
Seen something?
Know something?
Say Something
Since the Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission in
2009, Crime stoppers in partnership with Victoria
Police and the fire services has run a campaign aimed
at detecting and minimising bushfire arson.
Bushfire arson also covers grass fires as they can
have a devastating effect around many urban and
semi-urban areas.
Bushfire arson is a matter for the entire community.

Every year thousands of acres are burned due to
firebugs. These completely avoidable fires destroy
our farmland, national parks and native animals and
threaten houses throughout Victoria.
The message to the community is simple:
‘If you see something, say something.’
Call the police or Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000

Know your fire danger ratings

Fire Danger Ratings are based on the weather
conditions and other factors, such as how much dry
vegetation there is. Hot, dry, windy days are the
worst weather conditions for fire. Ratings are forecast
using Bureau of Meteorology data up to four days in
advance, and are declared by fire weather district.
The three most important ratings to look out for are
Severe, Extreme and Code Red.
Code Red signals the worst conditions for a grass or
bushfire and means that if a fire was to start, it would
be uncontrollable. Most houses are not designed

or constructed to withstand Code Red conditions.
Leaving high-risk areas the night before a Code Red
day or early in the day is the safest option.
A rating of Severe or Extreme fire danger signals that
if a fire starts and takes hold, it will be unpredictable
and fast moving. If you live in a high-risk area, and
your house is not prepared and you are not able to
defend it, leaving early in the day is your safest option.
Last summer, there were only four Extreme Fire
Danger Ratings days and no Code Red days. Such
days are rare and serious, but fires can still start and
run on days of Very High and Severe fire danger
rating. Don’t take any chances this summer - keep
your family safe and check Fire Danger Ratings daily.
Talk to your household about where you’ll go on these
days and when you’ll leave.
Check Fire Danger Ratings at cfa.vic.gov.au, by
downloading the FireReady smartphone app or by
calling the Victorian Bushfire Information Line on
1800 240 667.
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Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156.
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School 10.00am
for Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156
Minister: Lt Angela Locke
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
Tel.9758 0217
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Worship
Sunday 8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist with hymns
Thursday 10.00am Holy Eucharist
followed by cuppa and chat
Christian Meditation Tuesday 9.30am, 5.15pm
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

Blue ribbon
remembrance

Discombobulation:   to throw
into a state of confusion, to
befuddle or perplex!
Here’s a seasonal discombobulation … did you know that Jesus was a refugee?
Like one of those maligned asylum seekers we hear
of so often today in Australia, Jesus was bundled
up by his parents and fled to Egypt, away from the
atrocities committed by the armies of King Herod,
and, so the Gospel of Matthew tells, they could only
return after the King had died.  
If you hadn’t really thought about that, join the
crowd, as not many people have.   This is one of
those bleaker and less popular aspects of the Jesus
story, often overlooked amidst the more popular
celebrations of the birth of Jesus at Christmas.
On your travels around Ferntree Gully, if you are
going past the Uniting Church in The Avenue, you
may happen to see blue ribbons hanging from the tree
on the lawn in front of the church.  
The idea of the ribbons has come from one of the
Uniting Churches in South Australia who decided to
tie blue ribbons to the fence outside their church to
highlight the plight of people seeking asylum here in
Australia, and identifying their plight with that of the
Holy Asylum Seeker Family.  Hopefully the ribbons
will add to the various voices to our government
and Australians in general, to find generosity in their
hearts; to respond graciously to the extraordinary
situations of today’s refugees. To say to all who pass
by, ‘If not for the sake of Christ, then for the sake
of humanity, look at these people as human beings,
and treat them as you would have them treat you if
you were in their situation.  Remember always, the
promise of peace and joy that comes with the Jesus
story of struggle and discombobulation.’   It is the
story of humanity.
Hopefully the blue ribbons on our tree will remind
us of our humanity, its struggles and its joys, and will
evoke a humane, Christ-like, response.
If you would like to tie a blue ribbon on the tree,
please feel free. We’d love that.  Or, you may like to
tie a blue ribbon on one of your own trees at home.
May the God who is pretty good at discombobulation
go with us, and keep us on our toes.
Pat Rivett

Giving thanks for
air-con

As I write this we are waiting for a
cool change after experiencing over
40-degree heat four days in a row.
Just a few moments ago I turned
on my cold-water tap and could not
keep my hand under the water flow – it was too hot!!
The weather barometer in our back yard currently
reads 47.1 as I write. The cats are flaked out on the
wooden floor, I don’t think they understand what’s
happening. Even the birds have been quiet for the
last few days. I’m not a summer person, give me cool
weather any time. I am very blessed to have the luxury
of an air-conditioner in our lounge room, I have not
moved away from it in three days.
This causes me to reflect that I am so very blessed.
This year my husband and I have committed that
every evening during our dinnertime we will reflect
on the day and give thanks for something. There is
always, always, always something to be thankful
for. Even if we have had a bad day, or some things
are happening in life that we are struggling with, we
have committed to finding something in the day to
be thankful for.
We are so thankful for the difference Jesus has made
in our lives, for his love toward us, his forgiveness, his
sustaining power that we want to thank him in return.
There is always, always, always something to be
thankful for. If you are experiencing difficulties in
your life, take a few moments each day to reflect on
what is good. You will be amazed at how it helps you
to cope with the rest of life.
There is always, always, always something to be
thankful for.
Angela Locke, Ferntree Gully Salvation Army

A local cat. Flaked out.
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Ferntree Gully Christmas Day Lunch 2013

25 December 2013 saw Foothills Community Care
host its 12th annual Ferntree Gully Community
Christmas Day Lunch. Just under 200 people came
along to enjoy the day.
It was a great time and many people who came
would otherwise have spent Christmas Day alone.
There were the usual snacks, full roast meal, amazing
desserts, the kids’ Christmas nativity play, carol
singing and of course, a visit from our very own
Christmas angel with gifts to share for everyone.
There were many great stories of hope and pain on
the day. We nearly had a Christmas Day baby born,
with one woman rushed off to hospital during the
meal; baby arrived safely the next day. The day was
summed up well by one single mum who said, ‘Thank
you, this has been our best Christmas ever’
The lunch could not have happened without the
overwhelming support from so many. We particularly
would like to thank our local community, who

supported the day through the donation of gifts and
funds, St John the Baptist parish for providing the
venue, as well as the volunteers who gave of their
time on Christmas Day to make it special for people
who would otherwise have missed out on a celebration
meal.
Foothills Community Care will recommence their
Wednesday night Community Meals on Wednesday
February 5 at the Ferntree Gully Guide Hall,
Underwood Rd. Doors open at 4.30pm for coffee
and a chat and the free home cooked meal that is
served at 6.30pm. It is open to anyone within our
local community.
Stephen Barrington, Foothills Community Care
www.foothillscare.org.au

World Buddhist University visits
the hills

A one day dialogue with the World Buddhist
University delegates was held at the Ferntree Gully
Community Arts Centre and Library on Sunday 8
December. The dialogue was attended by Buddhist
Monks, scholars and laypersons and was a discussion
about how co-operation and collaboration between the
World Buddhist University and Australian Buddhist
scholars could be achieved.
The goal of the Dialogue was to expand cooperation between the World Buddhist University
headquarters and its associated centres, and to explore
the possibilities and opportunities for collaboration
and support between Buddhist scholars and learning
institutions.
The World Buddhist University, based in Thailand,
was established by the World Fellowship of Buddhists
in 1998 and operates in many different countries
serving as an international community of Buddhist
scholars engaged in research, post-graduate training,
spiritual practice, and Buddhist studies, through the
academic networking systems of the University. The
Buddhist Discussion Centre (Upwey) Ltd is one of
fifteen Associated Institutions of the World Buddhist
University worldwide.
The Buddhist Discussion Centre (Upwey) Ltd is
a home grown Australian Buddhist Temple. The
Temple runs weekly Buddha Dhamma classes, guided
meditation and teachings. Further information about
the Buddhist Discussion Centre (Upwey) Ltd. can be
found at www.bdcu.org.au or by calling the Centre
on (03) 9754 3334.
From right to left: Dr Tavivat Puntarigvivat (Director,
Institute of Research and Development World Buddhist
University); Mr Somlak Hiranburana (Assistant
Rector, World Buddhist University);  Mrs Anita Carter
(Abbot & President, Buddhist Discussion Centre
(Upwey) Ltd); Mr Frank Carter (Director, Buddhist
Discussion Centre (Upwey) Ltd)
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16 Points of View
Smart builders seize the day

Bad Day or Off the Rails
It started off most pleasantly indeed. The sun shone
and a gentle easterly pushed up the ranges – all in all
a perfect day to go riding. The purpose of the ride was
for a track inspection. The vehicle was a tiny yellow
track trolley powered by a lawnmower- size Honda
diesel engine.   We would normally scoot along at
about 15 kph, but these little beasts could fair dinkum
fly given the right conditions.
We arranged our track permission time with train
control as usual  ‘1 hour Wallan to Broadford. Ring
in after the passage of 9127 Up Goods’. All good.  
Road Foreman on the front, me on the back, we
set off up the Heathcote Bank.  We hadn’t motored
very far, however, when a southerly picked up, dark
clouds rode in on the winds and the sun took cover.
We climbed the grade to Heathcote Junction and had
just started downhill when the rain came.
Well, the Roadie gunned the trolley and we decided
to make a dash for Wandong.  Bad plan.  By the time
we hit Wandong the rain was bucketing down and we
were powering along at about 30 kmh. I reached for
the brake, a simple wooden block arrangement which
had to be pulled against the rear wheel.   Nothing
happened.  In that sort of rain the brake didn’t brake
at all.   Mass by velocity equals momentum, and
that’s what we had – lots of it. Down the hill we flew
at breakneck speed straight through Kilmore East,
flashing through Broadford.  We thought we might
have been able to slow her down a little on the only
meaningful up-hill section of track between Broady
and Tallarook, but alas we slipped over the top of the
grade with ease and started our death defying descent
into Tallarook.  Death defying you might ask?  Well
yes. There were seven road crossings along that
section of track, and our little motor was insulated so
it didn’t set off either signals or road crossing flashing
lights. At each crossing we had both feet on the kick
boards and were ready to jump.
Luckily, as we approached Tallarook we rode out
of the rain belt and with one pushing and one pulling
the brake lever we managed at last to come to a halt
under the Hume Highway overpass.  We sat there
for a moment soaked to the skin, and shaking our
heads over our good fortune, but our moment of self
adulation was quickly interrupted.  We had heard a
familiar sound.   We sprang off the trolley, picked
up all 200 kilograms and flung the trolley off track,
then ran back against the concrete bridge abutments.  
We barely had time to raise a hand to wave to Driver
Gunn as he powered his 3000 tonne freight train
9127 towards Melbourne at 115kph. We waited a
good ten minutes, rang the train controller, told him
the train had passed and we were set and ready for
permission to travel our next leg from Broadford for

Seymour.  He never twigged that we were already
half way there.
That night, a little dishevelled, I walked home
from the Seymour office, hugged the kids, kissed
my wife, and poured myself a long scotch.   She
followed me out to the front verandah.
‘Did you have a bad day at the office today,
darling?’ she asked. ‘Yeah, love’, I replied. ‘Started
off ok, but it was all downhill from there!’
‘You know alcohol won’t solve your problems,
don’t you’, she quipped.
‘Yeah, I know, love, but neither will milk.  Neither
will milk’.
Peter Stagg

Ups & Downs

Not for the first time, Peter Stagg’s railway stories
sparked off responses from the Gully News team
before the paper even goes to Press.
The editor:
I wonder if I could share my childhood memory of
going up Pretty Sally on the Hume. Dad’s 1938 Ford
ute did it all right, with much encouragement from
the kids in the back, but we often passed older cars,
those ones with the canvas hoods, going slowly up
in reverse - the only gear that would do it...
Peter:
A lot of readers will have a Pretty Sally story, that
goat track highway pass over the top of the Great
Dividing Range.  I recall Dad’s FC Holden blowing
a head gasket as we were on our way home from
Avenel.  He arranged a tow up the hill from Kilmore
to the top of the divide and then we free-wheeled
all the way down from Pretty Sally to Wallan.
Very exciting on a single lane highway.  There we
abandoned ship and hitched rides with a relay of
uncles through the western suburbs and back to
Box Hill.
The narrow verges of that section of the old
Hume Highway were littered with Holdens and
Zephyrs and tray trucks of all shapes and sizes, all
with bonnets up and steam pouring from boiling
radiators. Legend has it that loaded trucks travelled
so slowly up the bank that local kids would leap
up on the back, cut through the canvass tarps, help
themselves to the goodies and still have time to
make it home in good time for dinner - if they were
still hungry.
(Readers contributions about ‘olden days’ are
always welcome.)
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Sunshine has brought out the bright builders.  Builders
have finally come to their senses when designing units
and two storey homes on smaller allotments.  These
smart builders are now catering for the older buyers as
well as for attuned investors, now catering for senior
aged tenants, to enhance their chances of renting to
a wider range of client.
Have you noticed a larger number of the two storey
dwellings being built with the main bedroom on the
lower floor? This allows those with a disability or
getting on in years to have their main residence on the
ground floor with a couple of bedrooms upstairs for
guests or family members.  The practice is becoming
more common as builders find it easier selling to
a wider range of buyers simply because they are
catering for this ever growing market.
Should the older generation require further
modifications to units being built or about to be
built, most good builders will allow some changes,
subject to regulations and the work involved.  (Be
aware there will be additional costs to the purchaser
for any modifications.)
Signs from the Reserve Bank confirm low interest
rates are here for only a while longer. Let’s hope
much longer.
There is more optimism in the community at present  
- even retail is finally showing signs of improvement,
the first time for a number of years.
Ray Abley of Abley Real Estate Pty Ltd
Professionals Ferntree Gully
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Aston Awards for young citizens

2013 Ferntree Gully Endeavour
Awards

advancement for blind and vision impaired
people. She secured voting rights, better
access to public transport, and established
the first braille library. (Tilly herself had
to drop out of university because there
were no braille books.) Finally she set up
an organisation that still exists today and
helps tens of thousands of people each year
– Vision Australia.
Tilly Aston was an incredible contributor
to Australia whose legacy is alive today,
both through the organisation she founded,
but also through the student winners of the
Shield given in her name.
I am very proud of our young award
winners. If Tilly were alive today, I am sure
Amielle Sims from Kent Park Primary School with Alan Tudge MP. that she would also be very proud. They are
great ambassadors for their school and for
At the end of each year, I have the pleasure of our community. Well done to all of them!
Other Ferntree Gully local students to receive the
recognising some of our great young citizens
2013 Aston Shield were:
in Ferntree Gully.
• Jayde Webb from Fairhills Primary School;
In our local schools, I present the ‘Aston Shield’
• Cody Culhane from Mountain Gate Primary
award for good citizenship to a student who has
School;
demonstrated compassion, a commitment to others,
• Ky Moss from Wattleview Primary School.
and who has been a great role model for their school
and community.
Alan Tudge, Federal Member for Aston
Amielle Sims from Kent Park Primary School was
recognised as such a student. Amielle is extremely
responsible, reliable, friendly and well-mannered.
As a member of the Junior School Council, Amielle
contributed directly to the school community and
served as a strong role model for her peers.
The Aston Shield winners from the other schools
were equally impressive.
The Aston Shield is awarded in the spirit of Tilly
Open Evening Wednesday 26 February 6:30pm
Aston, who was a remarkable woman in Australian
Open Morning Thursday 27 March 9.30am
history who did so much for the welfare of blind
Enrolments for 2015 close March 2014
people. The Federal Electorate of Aston (which covers
Telephone 9758 2000 or www.stjosephs.com.au
Knox) is named in honour of Tilly Aston.
Tilly was born in 1873 and was completely
blind by the age of 7. Yet, despite her obvious
challenges, Tilly’s courage and tenacity brought great

St Josephs leaders
in boys education

College

SJC126

St Josephs

Madison Sammut from Kent Park Primary School  
with Nick Wakeling.
During the last few weeks of the 2013 school
year, I was honoured to attend graduating
ceremonies at many of our local schools.
It was wonderful to hear about the great
achievements of so many senior students at
both primary and secondary levels.
I was happy to present certificates and medallions
to most of the 18 very worthy recipients of the 2013
Ferntree Gully Endeavour Awards. The Endeavour
Award recipient is chosen by the school and the
recipient is a student who has shown great endeavour
throughout their years at the school and not just during
their graduating year. The recipient is someone who
has strived to be their best in all aspects of their school
life and has been helpful towards other students and
staff. They have also demonstrated a wonderful and
consistent ‘give–it–a–go attitude’ and have been a
great representative for their school.
I would like to congratulate all 18 worthy recipients
of the 2013 Ferntree Gully Endeavour Award and
wish them continued success well into their future.
The Award winners from schools in and near Ferntree
Gully are:
Alasdair O’Brien – St Joseph’s College
Josie Kalisperis – Mountain Gate Primary School
Joel Francis – St Joseph’s Primary School
Mary Kostidis – Ferntree Gully North Primary
School
Madison Sammut – Kent Park Primary School
Stephanie Callaghan – Fairhills Primary School
Flynn Cole and Hannah Darcy – Wattleview Primary
School
Ruby Galambos – Knox Park Primary School

Nick Wakeling,
State Member for Ferntree Gully
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18 Local
Playtime
History
A fair go for women’s sport
Margaret Hellyer remembers the early days
of the Netball Centre in Mountain Gate.
Shrieking whistles, loud speaker announcements,
traffic and parking issues every Saturday during
netball season, these were our rude introduction to
the Knox Regional Netball Centre when we moved
into the Mountain Gate area, close to 30 years ago.
Many positives emerged for the children in the
neighbourhood who loved the flat open space for
radio-controlled cars, riding bikes and skateboards,
and later, car parking lessons in the empty car park.
Some simple playground equipment was also well
received. On late Saturday afternoons children would
scramble to collect the aluminium cans for pocket
money.
Because we had sons, this was our exposure to
the centre.
A spokesperson from the centre whom I contacted
last month was able to furnish me with copies of
40-year-old documents from 1973 relating to the
application for the proposal of the complex. A
newspaper article entitled ‘Netball women want
$576,000 Centre’ names the centre as the brainchild
of the Knox Married Women Association with support
from the Mountain District Netball Association. An
interesting statement from the article says  ‘We want
it for women only - we have been getting second
choice on facilities and use what's left over’.
The women had the backing of Knox City Council
which had set aside 14 acres of land. A strong
argument was presented in support of the application
for financial support for the project outlining the
popularity of netball and the value of the complex
to women of all ages. It was projected that 5000
netballers would use the facilities each week.
The complex was proposed in 3 stages with stage
1 comprising 10 outdoor courts to be commenced in
1975. Since then the complex has developed in leaps
and bounds with construction of an indoor stadium
incorporating a creche and canteen, an extended
carpark, storage for recycling bins and recently, a
new playground.
In recent times I have ventured to the centre to
watch a young friend play. I witnessed families
gathered and a strong sense of community. Dads,
brothers and boyfriends were cheering on and
supporting the girls, rain, hail and shine. Males now
have a place too, in mixed teams and umpiring.
Margaret Hellyer

Origins of netball are to be found in basketball, a
game invented in the US around 1890. Basketball
was promoted in England soon after, especially
for female students at the Physical Training
College in Hampstead, as being appropriate
for women. As ‘women’s basketball’ it spread

throughout the Empire, arriving in Australia in
1900 where it became popular in schools. By the
1960s international rules and tournaments were
established. The game is now played widely across
20 countries. In Australia the name was changed
from ‘women’s basketball’ to netball in 1970.

DANCEWEAR SALE
• Jazz, Tap and Ballet Shoes
• Leotards & Shorts
• Tights & Leggings
• Ballet Skirts & Crossvovers

‘Home of the Kilsyth Cobras Cheerleaders’

15% OFF

FACTORY 4 /14 EDINA RD FERNTREE GULLY

Leotards, Tap, Ballet & Jazz Shoes
Shop 50 Mountain Gate, Ferntree Gully Rd, Ferntree Gully
Ph: 9758 2242 E: info@frockupdancewear.com.au W: www.frockupdancewear.com.au
Open: weekdays 10am-5pm and Saturday 10am-2pm
Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer, valid until 22nd Feb

1115168-RC4-14

Ferntree Gully News February
April 20112014

WEEDEN HEIGHTS P.S. VERMONT STH
ENTRY VIA MINERVA CRES

Local History 19
Walk into history: exploring Mount Miller

sulphur-crested cockatoos in the local area were
released from the zoo during the 1939 Black Friday
bushfires. Unfortunately, while cockies have been
known to live over 100 years in captivity, they only
live 20-40 years in the wild.
This track junction is CFA Point E, altitude 376
metres. The summit of Mount Miller is Point U, 300
metres north, the junction of Lantern Track. The actual
grassy summit is about 50 metres off the track to the
east, co-ordinates 37’52.967 South, 145’18.760 East,
altitude 402 metres.
Look east from Ferntree Gully Village. Look up, and
you see a failed Victorian dream. You see a wooded
hill that is so familiar, yet not familiar now that you
know its name. It’s also a little island of solitude and
tranquillity in a busy city. Enjoy the walk.
Ray Peace

A hand-coloured photo of Mount Miller from the
Agnes Nestor Collection, made in 1947, looks across
the shopping centre (obscured by trees) towards the
mountain. Image courtesy of Vicky Brand.  

‘Half fare from Lower Gully to Mount Miller’. This
never became a reality, but came close to it. And
where is Mount Miller? To find out, you have to take
a walk into history.
Mount Miller is a small prominence within the
Dandenong Ranges National Park, less than 2 km
from both Ferntree Gully and Upper Ferntree Gully
railway stations, half way up One Tree Hill. The
assumption is that the peak was named after James
John Miller, first president of Ferntree Gully Shire in
1889. But this is hypothetical: Miller never owned
property in the Ferntree Gully area. There is no
contemporary newspaper reference to connect the
two whatsoever.
But the hillock, at that time, was the subject of
grand designs. John Martin, of Ferntree Gully, in
1888 proposed a funicular incline tramway up the
side of One Tree Hill (see FTG News No. 10). The
lower terminus would have been in what’s today The
Glen, and the upper terminus the summit of Mount
Miller. So in imagination at least, we can visualise
Victorian ladies in skirts and wearing sun-bonnets,
with their children, making the breath-taking climb
on the tramway, then setting out on the strenuous
walk to the Mount Erin tea rooms at the summit of
One Tree Hill.
Collapse of the 1880s land boom put paid to this
dream. To reach Mount Miller today, it’s necessary
to walk from the bottom. Two points of access are

possible, via The Boulevard off Lady’s Walk from
Ferntree Gully, or Belview Terrace from the National
Park entrance, the latter having the advantage of car
parking. Belview Terrace is steep but well surfaced.
The sounds of traffic and trains gradually fade as the
track zig-zags up the
hillside.
The junction of
Belview Terrace and
The Boulevard has
some history in itself.
On the east side is
a rusted piece of
fence with concrete
posts. This is part
of the boundary
fence of an earlier
national park reserve
fenced to keep in
the native fauna
from the Fern Tree
Gully Zoo, which
was sited where the
main picnic area
is today, closed in
the late 1940s. A
widespread urban
myth maintains
that the numerous

The view from Mount Miller looking south over
Lysterfield.

Ferntree Gully News February 2014

20 Community News
Harmony strikes a chord in Knox

The edelweiss and shamrock, the lion and tiger, the
eagle and emu: these are just some of the symbols
of the many nationalities of people who have chosen
Knox as their home. And on 29 and 30 March the
many cultures of Knox will be celebrated at the 2014
Multicultural Harmony Festival (MHF).
Harmony is often associated with such noble
concepts as perfection, art, fairness, unity,
reconciliation and creativity. Indeed harmony is a
synthesis of all these. The MHF seeks to acknowledge
and celebrate the particulr attributes of each cultural
group, while, at the same time, commemorating the
richness of the fusion of cultures within Knox.
Instigated in 1999 by the former Commonwealth
Government Department of Immigration and
Citizenship, Harmony Day on 21 March is now
celebrated by communities throughout Australia.
The first Australians in our region sought refuge in
the hills, escaping the summer heat for the coolness
of the creeks and forests. Later arrivals have sought
refuge here from war-torn Europe and authoritarian
regimes. Knox is now home to people born here
(including descendants of the Aboriginal people)
and people who have come from over 130 countries,
including Chile, Sri Lanka, China, India, Poland,
Hungary, Afghanistan, Iran and Africa. Although
for many, English is a second language, it is also a
language in which the new comers are proficient,
many having acquired strong English language skills
in the country of birth. Languages spoken in Knox

are many of the European languages as well as those
from Asia and Africa.
While the festival is a two-day affair, community
harmony is an everyday affair, an on-going process,
where people endeavour to create and maintain
understanding, connection and valuable relationships
within and between communities. The MHF is
organised and operated by volunteers, just one
example of the many voluntary activities that create
and strengthen community bonds.
This year the Polish Community will host the
festival at their Community Centre, Syrena (details
below). It will include performing arts such as song
and dance and the flavoursome ingredient that is the
essence of all cultures, food.
Multicultural Harmony Festival
10am to 6pm 29 to 30 March 2014
Polish House ‘Syrena’, 1325 Stud Road, Rowville
Proudly sponsored by Wellington Village
Shopping Centre
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WELLINGTON
V I L L A G E

The ultimate volunteer
The City of Knox has over 3000 volunteers. Old
people teach the young to read. Young people deliver
meals to the old who are too frail to cook. Young and
old germinate seeds and nurture indigenous plants
which they sell at the Native Plant Nursery opposite
the Ferntree Gully library.   Some people work to
maintain the cultures of the countries from where
they came.  Some even produce this newspaper. The
reasons why people volunteer are as numerous as the
volunteers themselves.
Local man, Bogdan Platek, originally from Poland,
has volunteered for years to assist other Poles
who have settled here. As President of the Polish
association in Melbourne, and member of others, he
became involved with the Pilecki Project Committee
which translated the work of his countryman, Captain
Witold Pilecki.  
Known as the
‘only Auschwitz  
volunteer’,
Captain Pilecki
purposely joined
a roundup of
people who were
arrested in Warsaw
in 1943 and sent
to Auschwitz, the
notorious Nazi
concentration
camp. Captain
Pilecki’s decision
was calculated to assist inmates and to document and
inform the wider world of the conditions within the
camp. He escaped from Auschwitz only to be tried
illegally and executed for treason in 1948. After a
review of his case he was posthumously awarded
Poland’s highest order, The Order of the White Eagle,
in 2006.
Captain Pilecki will be honoured in February
(details below) at the Jewish Holocaust Centre. The
book of his reports W Report Auschwitz 1940-1943
will be presented to the Centre by the Pilecki Project
Committee.
As Bogdan considers the dedication of all the
volunteers who worked to research and compile
the book he speaks slowly and purposely, ‘Captain
Pilecki was a super-hero. I am so proud to have him
as my countryman.’
Commemoration for Captian Witold Pilecki
Jewish Holocaust Centre
13-15 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick 3185
3pm Sunday 16 February 2014
Bookings and enquiries: 03-95281985 or
admin@jhc.org.au
Stories on this page by Teresa Cannon

What's On 21
Life begins at the end of your
comfort zone.’ this beautiful quote
by Neale Walsh is the mantra that
I plan on living by this year. I love
that through my role as What’s On
correspondent I get to be exposed to
so many new and wonderful things.
Sometimes the very thing that scares
you the most is the one thing you should be pursuing.
As always there is something new for everyone to try,
a new club to join, a festival to attend so it’s time to get
out of our comfort zone and give life a go.

Fit Club - New community group balancing
fitness and nutrition – free

Vesna, a qualified Nurse and Wellness coach, is currently
running exercise sessions for free in the local areas of
Bayswater and Boronia. Her mission is to promote a healthy
active lifestyle. Getting motivated to do sports, meeting
people and having FUN, is what it’s all about. Best of all
it’s FREE! So if like me you don’t enjoy exercising and
need some motivation and support, then Fit Cub is the
ideal way to start.
Everyone is welcome! All participants will be supported
and advised to take their sessions in their time and at their
own pace.
For more information or to request a different day / time
call Vesna on 0468 553 909.
Diana Brown
When: Tuesdays 9:30am to 10:30am
Social games group – Life Activities Club Where : Chandler Park Reserve - Chandler Road, Boronia,
3155 Also
Knox
Social Games is a group which meets on the first Friday When: Wednesdays 9:30am to 10:30am
of each month at the Ferntree Gully Tennis Club Pavilion.   Where: Marie Wallace Reserve - Mountain Hwy,
Cost is $2.00 (to cover hall hire & tea/coffee).   Come Bayswater, 3153
along and join in the fun - play a board game, Rummykin, Knox TOWN Club
Upwords, Dominoes, etc. or BYO game or cards.  Why not The Knox TOWN club is a not for profit weight loss
try Bocce or table tennis and tennis courts are available if organisation that has been around for many years. They
you are wearing suitable shoes.  Or just come along for a help people lose weight with group therapy.
cuppa and chat and enjoy the company.  BYO snack or buy The group meets every Tuesday evening around 6:30pm
lunch at adjacent Bowling Club.
for weigh in around 6:50pm to 7:20pm -  each member
Where: Ferntree Gully Tennis Club Pavilion
weighs in every week. Weight loss and weight gain must be
When: First Friday of each month. Cost: $2
acknowledged. Group therapy usually goes for 15 minutes
For more information call Diane on 9874 6571
with each member talking about their week and a topic

Knox District Woodworking Club

If you are interested in anything to do with wood, then you
are invited to join Knox District Woodworking Club.  No
experience with woodworking is needed. Club members
will be only too happy to share their experiences and
hospitality with you. Join a project group and become
involved in some of the activities such as carving, woodturning, furniture building, modelling or just talking about
wood related matters.
Where: 45 Glenfern Road, Ferntree Gully
When: 1st Wednesday of the Month
For more information call 97584849  or www.alchester.
com.au/kdwc

Knox - Yarra Ranges Polio Support Group

This group is for people who have suffered with Polio
disease during their childhood and have found as they
grow older that they have developed other issues as a
consequence of this disease. Tiredness, weakness and
extreme fatigue are only some of the side effects that Polio
leaves behind. Partners are also welcome to join. The
group meets monthly as has both information sessions and
social gatherings at local restaurants or cafes. A bi-monthly
newsletter will be sent to all members with upcoming event
details.  Membership fee is $10 per year or $20 per family.
For more information contact Joan Smith on 97638401.

Ferntree Gully Bowling Club

The Ferntree Gully Bowling Club enters competitive teams
in both Saturday and Tuesday Bowls Victoria Summer
Pennant, and provides many opportunities for social
and casual bowls. Social bowls, particularly the Friday
pairs competition, is an all-year event, and indoor carpet
bowls features during the winter months. Coaching is also
available, and rinks may be hired for that social event ‘with
a difference.’
Where: Glenfern Park, Glenfern Road, FTG
When: All year round
For more information call (03) 9753-5888

discussed.  The meeting is then held and the night usually
finishes about 8.00 -8.15pm.
Where: Knox TOWN Club - Knox Garden Reserve, 24
Argyle Way, Wantirna Sth
When: Tuesday evenings 6:30pm onwards
Tel: Stacey Oracz, Leader on 9729 3173
Cost: $4.00 each week with a small joining fee

Gully TOWN Club

Time to think about the new you.
The Gully TOWN (Take Off Weight Naturally) Club is a
small, friendly, low cost club interested in helping each
other to lose weight naturally through healthy eating and
exercise.
New members are always welcome, please feel free to come
to a meeting and see how we can help you to achieve your
goal. For information please contact Lesley 9762 1534 or
John  9754 1151.
Where: The Gully TOWN Club meets at the Senior
Citizens Hall, Underwood Rd. FTG
When: Tuesdays from 7.00pm

Starting your business workshop

Starting a small business can be an exhilarating and exciting
time and it’s important to make sure you have the facts
before you embark on the journey. This comprehensive
workshop will help you consider whether starting a
business is right for you and will provide the essentials for
turning your dream into a successful business. Attending
this workshop you will receive an interactive workbook
packed with useful tips, links and strategies including
templates and guides to manage the many events that arise
as your business grows. Run by an experienced business
mentor, this workshop is a great way for  people to meet,
network and interact with like-minded people in a variety
of industries, often from your local area.
Where:  Room 3, Civic Centre, Knox City Council, 511
Burwood Hwy, Wantirna Sth
When:  Friday 13 February 2014
Time:  9:30am to 1pm

Cost: $30.
For more information contact: 92988000

Child Dental Benefits Schedule

The Child Dental Benefits Schedule (CDBS) will replace
the Medicare Teen Dental Plan from 1 January 2014.  The
CDBS will provide eligible children with up to $1,000
in benefits for basic dental services, capped over two
consecutive calendar years. In order to be eligible for the
child Dental Benefits schedule children will assessed for
eligibility at the beginning of each calendar year, with
eligibility lasting until 31 December of that year.  A child
is eligible for the $1,000 benefit if they are:
• aged 2–17 years for at least one day of the calendar
year,
• eligible for Medicare, and
• part of a family receiving Family Tax Benefit Part A
or one of a number of other Australian Government
payments.
Eligibility is re-assessed each calendar year, including in
the second year of use of the $1,000 benefit.
For more information contact Knox Social and Community
Health on 97576200

Eastern Regional Pet Expo

The annual Eastern Regional Pet Expo is on again, this
year promoting the theme ‘Responsible Pet Ownership’.
Where: Gilbert Park Reserve, Ferntree Gully Road,
Knoxfield.
When: Sunday 6 April 2014  
For more information go to:
www.knox.vic.gov.au/Page/Page.aspx?Page_
Id=1169#sthash.yLCb9eA7.dpuf

ATOD Peer Support Activities Group

The Peer Support Activities Group aims to promote
social inclusion and connection to community among
the people who access the Alcohol, Tobacco and Other
Drugs (ATOD) counselling service at KSCH.  Activities
promote connection with the community and support of
others who share the experience of isolation, commonly
felt as a result of their substance misuse and co-occurring
mental concerns. Activities include visiting local places
of interest, gardening, drumming, relaxation, cartooning
workshops and discussion groups. There is also opportunity
to contribute to Community Newsletters and other
Community Forums to hear the perspective of those who
live with co-occurring substance use and mental health
concern. Participants must be registered to attend the group.
Where: KSCH Courthouse venue  - Corner Station Street
& Spring Street, Ferntree Gully
When: Friday
Time: 10:30am
For more information contact Steve Adams (03) 97576276

Knox Social and Community Health

Bringing Up Great Kids – Parenting Program
Bringing Up Great Kids is a 6 week reflective parenting
program. The Group helps to promote more respectful,
positive interactions between parents and children and
encourages the development of children’s positive self
identity.
Where: KSCH Courthouse Venue - Corner Spring Street
& Station Street, Ferntree Gully
When: Monday 17 February 2014 – 31 March 2014
Cost: $7 per session
This group is for parents only, no childcare provided.
Contact reception on 97576200 to register your interest as
group may not run if numbers are insufficient.
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22 Playtime
Skincare safety in the Summer sun

Remember

to use these

5 SunSmart
With the hot summer days we’ve already had, it is a good time to think about
steps
protecting our skin from the sun. Sunrays can harm our skin. If we are not careful,
S
li
p
on
cool, coverin
we can get a very nasty disease called skin cancer, so it is very important to make
g
clothing that
sure that we follow some very simple rules when we’re in the sun.
covers as muc
h
skin as possib
The 5 SunSmart steps help us to remember what to do when we are spending time
le.
Slop on SPF 30
in the sun - Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek and Slide! Remember those steps and you can
+ broad
enjoy the summer sun and have lots of safe fun!
spectrum su
nscreen – m
ake
sure you slop
See if you can find words about caring for our skin. We’ve hidden the words in
on a lot and
reapply it ev
the puzzle to remind you of what to look out for.
ery two hour

Slap on a hat th

s.
at
sh
ad
es
your face, ne
ck and ears.
Seek shade –
it might be a
tree, a verand
ah or an umbr
ella.
Slide on some
su
ng
la
ss
es
- make sure
they are
wrap-around
style and
labelled AS 10
67.

Find out days
when you need sun
protection from:
www.sunsmart.com
or the
free SunSmart app

30+

It all
sounds COOL
to me!

Designed and illustrated for The Ferntree Gully News by Pete Rowe.
www.peterowe.com.au

Kids’ Birthday Parties
School Holiday Programs
After School Activities
Individual Lessons

Ferntree

0423 521 932
August 2011
Gullywww.peterowe.com.au
News February
2014
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Library Page 23
www.erl.vic.gov.au
1010 Burwood Highway
Ferntree Gully 3156
92948140

Papercraft
installation at
Ferntree Gully
Library

Ferntree Gully Library is
about to showcase a major
papercraft installation created
by dedicated local community
members who have been attending papercraft classes at
the library. The inspiration for the project has come from
Ferntree Gully Library staff member Trudi Anderson.
Two years ago at Ferntree Gully Library we began
teaching paper crafting workshops using recycled books
to create sculptural paper art. The workshops became so
popular that we have been attracting up to 70 people over
2 workshops each month, and have conducted classes in
other libraries and as part of the Shire of Yarra Ranges
sustainable living program.
The whole experience has been wonderful and we
have seen so many people blossom whilst attending the
classes. Many have amazed their family and friends with for Little Children That Can Make a Big Difference
their creativity, and others have taken the skills learnt by Elspeth and Fiona Richards, which includes a whole
out into the wider community.  
chapter on reading and storytelling.
For several months we have been working on a large
Denise Hibbs & Sue Wooton
papercraft installation in the library that will be part
of the upcoming Knox Festival on the first weekend
Opening hours: Monday-Wednesday 10amin March. This will be a large hanging installation
8pm, Thursday & Friday 10am-5.30pm,
involving many pieces of intricately folded and crafted
Saturday 10am-1pm
recycled books and a forest of oversized origami flowers.   
Eastern Regional Libraries
We will also be holding free papercraft workshops in
www.yourlibrary.com.au
the library over the Knox Festival weekend.
See the installation as it comes to life in the library
during February!
Come to our special opening evening on Wednesday
26 February 7pm where we will unveil our creation to
the wider community - RSVP to Ferntree Gully Library
on 9294 8140.

Reading and Your Child

Encourage a love of stories and reading
Ferntree Gully Library is a great place for parents (and
their children) to find resources that assist in preparing
a child for starting school, and also to help encourage
reading.  While the expectation is, of course, that your
child will not necessarily be ‘reading’ when they start
school, a love of books and listening to stories is a great
start for any child beginning school.
It is really important to read to your child from
a very young age, and it is your reading and your
conversations with your child that will help them the
most in developing their reading skills.  There are also
several helpful books available on the benefits of reading
and ways to help your child if they are reluctant readers
or having difficulties.
Reading Magic by Mem Fox, Reading Bug by Paul
Jennings, and Rocket your Child into Reading by Jackie
French are all aimed at helping adults to assist their
children with developing their love of reading.  
There are other books about play and other activities
that are also designed to assist your children’s
development.  One such title is Play Time: Activities

Marlene:  Shirley was asking what happened to the
Swagman?
Joyce: The restaurant or the bloke?
Marlene:  I think she meant that wood carving by the
railway crossing.
Joyce:  Yes. It’s gone.
Marlene: Vandals?
Joyce: No. Natural causes. Fell to pieces one wet and
windy night. But the boots and hat were saved and the
artist is carving a new man.
Marlene: Still ‘Down on his Luck?’ A bit depressing,
I thought.
Joyce: Yes indeed. You might call it ‘Portrait of a
Gully old-timer reflecting on forty years of feminism.’
Marlene: You might very well say that…
Vox populi
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Please support local Trade
Ferntree Gully/Boronia

Ferntree Gully/Boronia

Large brand new 3 bedroom single storey BV (180sqm - 19.4sq) with quality
fittings throughout making this the perfect opportunity for those buyers or investors
wanting value for money and the convenience of being close to transport, shops
and park lands. Having its own street frontage is an added bonus. Expected
completion date May 2014. Stamp duty savings still available if you hurry.

After checking the size of the building (164sqm - 17.6sq), combined with its own
street frontage, this has to be one of the best value for money properties in the
Boronia and Ferntree Gully area. It is ideal for astute buyers or investors wanting
top value for their dollar.

Some of the features include:

Some of the features include:

•
•
•
•

6 Star energy rating
Kitchen with stainless steel
appliances and Ceasar stone
bench tops
Full ensuite
Walk in robe to master
bedroom

•
•
•
•
•

2 toilets
Evaporative cooling
Double garage with remote
control door
Quiet lovable pets welcome
Land size 450sqm

For more details 9758 5858

•
•
•

6 Star energy rating
Kitchen with stainless steel
appliances and   Ceaser stone
bench tops.                   
Walk in robe to master
bedroom

Scoresby, 21 Joelson Ave

•
•
•

2 toilets
Evaporative cooling
Garage doors with remote
control

For more details 9758 5858

$490,000 - $520,000

This modern design home is ideal for owner occupier or investor wanting style and low maintenance. Showcasing modern European styling throughout, this carefully
thought through floor plan allows light and energy to flow through the house.
Downstairs boasts high ceilings, two living areas, centrally located kitchen, laundry, powder room and access to the low maintenance back yard.  Upstairs include
master bedroom with a massive walk in robe and double shower, 2nd robed bedroom and open study area.
Attention to detail is present throughout with stainless steel appliances and split system air conditioning, add to the mix, a remote control garage with internal access
and you’ll be happy to call this home. Located within walking distance to schools, shops and transport, only minutes to Knox City and EastLink. Currently leased till
July 2014 at $1,647 pcm.

Contact: John Katselas 0411 110 997 or Michael Jang 0417 288 899

Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858
www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au

8 languages spoken at this office

