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The recently formed federation of 14 tennis clubs 
in Knox has won the prestigious John Newcombe 
Award for the Most Outstanding Tennis Community 
in Australia. The award carries a cash prize of $25,000 
for the development of tennis in the community.

The Annual Knox Festival of Tennis, ending on 8 
February, takes place at clubs across the city (see 
page 13). 

As well as being a joyful celebration of the award, 
the Festival is tinged with sadness for the sudden 
passing of Knox Councillor David Cooper (see page 
3). Cr Cooper was himself a tennis club volunteer 
and, as Councillor, a key figure in the establishment 
of Tennis Knox. Tennis in Knox owes much to him. 

Tennis Knox wins prestigious national award

It’s a smash
Junior tennis at the Mountain Gate Tennis Club. Vincent Gazzini takes his turn at the net. Photograph by Gary Fevreau.
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From the editor

Home Page

Find Ferntree Gully online
The Ferntree Gully online identity is growing.  
The newspaper website is ferntreegullynews.com
The Neighbourhood House, Mountain District 
Learning Centre is mdlc.com.au
News and events:
ferntreegully.vic.au
lowergullytraders.com.au
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au

Welcome to 2015 and a Happy New Year from all the 
team at Gully News.

As we gathered again in mid January to prepare this 
issue of the paper, we were saddened, as were many 
in Knox, by news of the sudden passing of a much 
respected local Councillor, David Cooper. 

We offer our condolences to his family. 
Among Cr Cooper’s many achievements was the 

part he played in the formation of  Tennis Knox. This 
association of 14 clubs has put new life into the game, 
as was recently recognised by the prize of a national 
award. So we offer a tennis feature (pages 12-13) as 
a tribute to Cr Cooper’s memory. 

The word tennis can mean ‘to hold on’ and the 
story of tennis clubs in the Gully is typical of our 
long-standing sports groups. They wax and wane 
over the years but survive, bonding community in 
time and place.

Other words in the language of tennis offer further 
insights: each game starts love-love, perhaps ‘playing 
for the love of it’. You could say the score starts with 
love and goes on up. Then there’s ‘mixed doubles’. 
This is the game where, unlike cricket and football, 
men and women have long played on equal terms, 
the games extending to club dances, picnics and often 
marriages.  

So take another look at the boy on page one, totally 
intent on returning the serve, flexible but learning to 
play according to the rules of the game, on the ‘all 
weather court’ within the boundaries of nets and lines. 

Inspired by the summer game, we hope our 
newspaper in 2015 will continue to offer stories of  
the networks that link our community  as well as the 
richly varied contributions of the individuals who live 
here. Keep sending in the stories.

Anne Margot Boyd
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Walkers wanted for Gully News
We still have a number of areas not receiving the paper 
and they are mainly off Hancock Road in Mountain 
Gate, some off Johnson Drive and McMahons Road, 
and areas around

Trafalgar Street, and Blackwood Park Drive.  If 
you have an hour to spare once every two months and 
would like to help with our deliveries please contact 
me on 9758-1370.

Also we are looking for another volunteer with 
car to help with deliveries to the walkers on the 
day when the papers arrive. 

Jenny Ford, Distribution Manager

Photo competition
Best entry this time in our photo competition of 
‘Reading Gully News in an exotic location’ goes 
to regular contributor Judy Wolff who visited the 
amazing Museum of Old and New Art (MONA) at 
Hobart. Alex Ruschanow took the photo. Judy will 
receive a dinner voucher for two at FTG Bowling  
Club. 

The runner up is Gordon Pascoe for the similarly 
‘exotic’ spectacle of an icon of Ferntree Gully Village 
reading the paper nearer to home (see page 23). 
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A very sad day for the people of 
Knox
The passing of Councillor David Cooper

‘The whole community 
h a s  l o s t  a  t i r e l e s s 
advocate, leader and 
friend,’ said Mayor Cr 
Peter Lockwood, when 
announcing the passing 
of the former Mayor and 
Councillor of Scott Ward 
on 15 January. 

 ‘As  a  friend  and  
colleague,’ he said,  ‘I   
had  the  privilege  of  
serving   alongside  a  man  

I  consider  one   of  the  most  passionate  and   caring  
community  leaders  I   have  ever  met. 

Cr Cooper  was well known for championing  
the  needs  of  people  with  disabilities  or  facing   
disadvantage. He pushed for stronger  public   
transport,  better  sporting  facilities and  creating  
opportunities  for  young   people.     

Cr Cooper was elected to Knox Council in 2004 
and served continuously until his passing in 2015. 
He was Mayor for two terms: 2005-06 and 2008-09.

Cr Cooper served on several committees covering 
issues, including healthy ageing, economic 
development, sporting stadiums, performing arts, 
waste management, Australia Day awards, public 
transport, disabilities and the Multicultural Advisory 
Committee. He played key roles in a number of local 
initiatives, including Knox Gardens and Walker 
Reserves, the Knox WarmWater Pool and the new 
State Basketball Centre.

He will be sadly missed. 

Community News
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Knox Council wants feedback
It’s been a year since the major upgrade to Station 
Street between The Avenue and Francis Crescent in 
Ferntree Gully. The Knox Council Place Program 
team are keen to find out what you think.

Back in 2013, they drew on local input to enhance 
the look and feel of the Village and to improve 
access and mobility. Council planted street trees and 
created garden beds, installed new seating and bins, 
constructed a raised pedestrian crossing in Station 
Street, widened footpaths and made changes to the 

Station St streetscape – one year on
bus stop area to improve access to public transport. 
Now they want your comments.

You can access the survey online at knox.vic.gov.
au and search Ferntree Gully Village Place Program 
Surveys. Printed copies are available at Ferntree 
Gully Newsagency and IGA, both in Station Street. 
Also at Mountain District Learning Centre, 13-15 
The Avenue. Responses will be received until 31 
March, 2015.

Honoured on Australia Day, well-known Ferntree Gully locals:
Steve Barrington, Foothills Community Care (Citizen of The Year), Graham Hansen (Local Hero), Gordon 
Veerasawmy (St Vincent de Paul, nominated for Volunteer of the Year) with Dobson Ward Councillor Karin 
Orpen. (See more about Australia Day on page 17). Photo by Barbara Oehring.

Shop 3/107 Station Street
Ferntree Gully

Your local IGA community store

Great  
Weekly  
Specials

Home  
Delivery

Seniors
Discount

087 Ferntreegully IGA A5 Postcard.indd   1 10/09/14   3:47 PM

Australia Day awards
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Women empowering women: the Fernwood story

In the last few decades women have increasingly 
taken control of their own health and fitness. Sporting 
groups, neighbourhood houses, the many specialised 
clinics and businesses are all now a feature of our 
area. One success story is the Fernwood Fitness 
Centre in Mountain Gate, part of a business founded 
25 years ago. 

Starting in a small room in Bendigo in 1989, 
founder Diana Williams set out to encourage women 
to become the best they could be. She had a vision of 

a world where women felt empowered to take control 
of their health and fitness. 

Now 25 years later, Fernwood Fitness has 69 
clubs across Australia. It has revolutionised the way 
women think about weight training, weight loss and 
toning. The Ferntree Gully Fernwood opened in the 
year 2006. 

With so many fitness options around today, 
Fernwood’s 70,000 plus members nationally are a 
testament to Fernwood’s strong reputation, longevity 
and ongoing commitment to members. 

Diana Williams (below), founder and CEO of 
Fernwood says, ‘Our goal is to give women the 
confidence they need to succeed in all they do. Seeing 
our members achieve their goals and hearing their 
amazing stories inspires us to continue delivering 
world-class health clubs and programs to women 
across Australia.’ 

The Fernwood Fitness team at Ferntree Gully. Photo by Barbara Oehring.
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To all of those who contributed to the collection 
of presents and food at the Community Bank® for 
Foothills Community Care, thank you. 

The Community Bank® sent several boot loads 
to Foothills Community Care for distribution on 
Christmas Day to the participants of the annual 
Christmas lunch. The food items will be distributed 
as necessary over the coming months to those in need.  

Branch Manager, Tina Leslie commented, ‘it was 
wonderful to see how much our local community 
responded to the call for help for those less well off, 
especially at such a busy time of year.  It is great to 
see such positive community spirit.’

Stephen Barrington of Foothills Community Care 
also would like to pass on his gratitude for all of 
those who contributed.  It helped make Christmas 
extra special for many people who otherwise may 
have missed out.

Thank you for an extra special Christmas

bendigobank.com.au/
getinsurance

Ferntree Gully Community Bank® Branch

WIN one of ten $10,000 prizes*.
Take out a new home and contents or landlord’s 
insurance policy before 30 June for your chance to win.

At Bendigo Bank we’re about helping you purchase and protect your biggest 
assets.

Drop into your nearest branch at 67 Station Street, Ferntree Gully or 
phone 9756 0332 and talk to us about your insurance needs.

Your 
chance to

WIN!
Your 

chance to

WIN!

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. Promotion applies to eligible Bendigo Bank Home 
and Contents and Landlord’s insurance policies purchased between 9am on 02/01/15 and 5pm on 30/06/15 (AEDST). Visit bendigobank.com.au/
getinsurance for T&Cs. Permit numbers: VIC 14/5764; ACT TP14/04080; NSW LTPS/14/09223; SA T14/2195. Insurance issued by CGU Insurance 
Limited ABN 27 004 478 371 AFSL 238291. Bendigo Bank acts under its own AFSL and under an agreement CGU. You should consider the Product 
Disclosure Statement before making a decision. Bendigo Bank does not guarantee any benefits payable under a policy or repayment of any premium 
and will receive a commission from CGU for arranging insurance. S50398-5 (236055_v1) (15/01/2015)

Community Grants
Some of the grant recipients from last year were 
1st Ferntree Gully Scout Group, Introfish and Knox 
Historical Society.  The scouts used their grant to 
install a new floor in the disabled bathroom at the hall. 

Introfish is a local charity run by Paul Bennett.  
The group provides opportunities for disabled youth 
and adults in the community to go fishing in the bay.  
Paul set up this group only three years ago and has 
had huge success running trips both in the bay and 
during winter fishing in rivers.  

Success!  Local, Brent Royal, on an Introfish 
excursion.

Knox Historical Society has received a number 
of grants from the Community Bank® over the 

years, but the last grant was used by the 
Society to purchase presentation recording 
equipment to enable the preservation of 
specialized knowledge of Knox and its 
history.  This small group of dedicated 
volunteers do a huge amount of work both 
for and within the community, preserving 
the local history and publicising this 
interesting history through school talks 
and attending community events.

In January, Knox Historical Society held an Open Day at their Headquarters in the Ambleside homestead in 
Olivebank Road. Photo by Gary Fevreau. 

The 2015 Community Grant 
program opens for applications 
from 1 February until 5pm 31 
March.  
Char i tab le  and  not - for-prof i t 
organisations can apply for projects 
and activities that offer clear public 
benefit for communities, contributing 
to their development in building 
social capital, community welfare, 
environmental, health, education, 
sporting or cultural areas. 

Application forms are available from 
the Ferntree Gully branch or download 
from www.kcbg.com.au
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Mexican Trifle
I was attending a bit of Christmas bash a few weeks 
ago, when my friend Rama walks in and plonks 
down what appears to be a trifle in the middle of 
the salads.  It was in a wide glass dish, all reds and 
greens and yellows and browns and oddly enough 
people started loading it onto their plates with the 
Christmas ham.  Well, it turned out to be the best 
little Mexican bean salad I’ve had in a long while.  
I’m not sure what was in Rama’s recipe, but I went 
straight home and worked up my own version.  
Give this a go this summer when the lettuce and 
cucumber start failing the taste buds.

Ingredients
(Will serve about 10 to 12 as a side dish.)
1 x 420 g can red kidney beans
2 x 230 g cans Edgell Mexican beans and corn mix
(you could also make up your own bean mix and  
add a salsa)
2 green chillies (or more to your own taste)
Diced red capsicum
1 tub guacamole
A couple of handfuls of broken corn chips
Grated parmesan (or your favourite cheese)

Method 
Mix all of the beans together with the chillies and 
capsicum (and extras if that’s your way). Place in the 
fridge in a glass bowl.  When this has firmed up just 
a little, gently layer on the guacamole like icing on a 
cake, top with a healthy layer of the busted corn chips 
and finish off with a nice dusting of cheese.  Serve 
pretty well straight away so the chips don’t sog.  (You 
can do the same thing with any combination of broad 
beans, butter beans, salsa – all good.) If you have 
any Mexican neighbours invite them over – they’ll 
love you – but be careful. Mexicans can become 
very excited! 

 Oh, a little extra tip.  This is one salad that you don’t 
have to chuck out when everyone’s gone home.  
You can bung it in the oven, add some extra chips 
and polish the lot off with dinner – that is if those 
freeloaders left you any.

Cheers!
Cordon Bloke

Foodies take note
Visitors to the FTG Bowling Club Bistro this 
year will enjoy the sparkling refurbishments. Also 
the great new Rock’n Roll Bands playing on Friday 
nights (see advert on page 7). 

Fresh Pantry have won a Healthy Food Choices 
award from Knox Council  for the freshness of the 
food in their tasty take-away dishes.  If you are not 
already a fan, try them.

Check out too the new menus at the Chook 
Station in Station Street (formerly Goldfins). This 
popular venue is under completely new management. 
Antoni and Felicity display a new menu of roast 
chicken, lamb souvlaki, burgers and fresh salads. We 
welcome them to the Gully.

‘Home of  the Kilsyth Cobras Cheerleaders’

 * MOOROOLBARK , VERMONT STH , VERMONT *
FACTORY 4 /14 EDINA RD FERNTREE GULLY
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December 25, 2014 saw Foothills Community Care 
host its 13th annual Ferntree Gully Community 
Christmas Day Lunch and there were just over 200 
people who came along and enjoyed the day. 

It was a great time and many people came along 
who normally would have spent Christmas Day 
alone. There were the usual snacks, full roast meal, 
amazing desserts, the kids’ Christmas nativity play, 
carol singing and of course a visit from our very own 
Christmas angel with gifts to share for everyone.

There were many great stories of hope and pain 
from the day. Many people saying they would have 
spent the day alone and sad, but instead came and 
were celebrating with others. One man in his 60s said 
this was his best Christmas ever!

The lunch could not have happened without the 

overwhelming support we get from so many and we 
particularly would like to thank our local community 
who supported the day through the donation of gifts 
and funds as well as the volunteers who gave of their 
time on Christmas Day to make it special for others 
who would normally miss out. 

Foothills Community Care will also recommence 
their Wednesday night Community Meals 
on Wednesday 4 February at the Ferntree 
Gully Guide Hall, Underwood Rd. Doors 
open at 4.30pm for coffee and a chat and 
the free home-cooked meal is served at 
6.30pm. It is open to anyone within our 
local community.

Stephen Barrington

KNOX ITALIAN COMMUNITY CLUB Inc
99 Karoo Road, ROWVILLE 

Keeping our community active

Knox Bocce Club
Including Next Generation SC

The Knox Bocce Club invites your Club Teams to  participate in a new annual 
Inter Club Tournament dedicated to one of our most loved member and friend

“The Ricky Garbuio Memorial Cup”

Date:   Sunday 22nd February 2015

Time:  Arrive 8:30am for 9:00am start 

Entry Fee: $25 (includes lunch)

Family and Friends welcome for lunch at 12pm
* Afternoon snacks available from our kitchen if staying 
  back to watch the games

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL

Major Prizes Sponsored By:  Claudio & Anna Placella
     Silvio & Janette Garbuio
 
Trophy Sponsored By:   Tony & Rita Orlando

BOCCE   DOUBLES    COMPETITION
KNOX  ITALIAN  COM M U N ITY  CLU B  ROWVI LLE

F.I.B. Competition Rules apply - Teams can be as follows:  (2m) (1m+1F) (2F)

Player’s list to be back no later than Thursday, 19th February 2015 
 

Fax: 9764 9743 or email Michael Migliaccio migliaccio@netspace.net.au      

Michal  0419 330 977 --- Tony Francesca 0409 795 650 --- Club 9764 2868

Harlequin Rounds at Rowville
Last year Coral Wegmann of Harlequin Rounds 
held her first Round Dance class at the Rowville 
Neighbourhood Learning Centre in the Rowville 
Community Centre, 40 Fulham Road, Rowville.  The 
8-week course taught basic Rumba and Waltz.  In 
Week 3 the students demonstrated a rumba for the 
reception staff who were astounded how quickly they 
had learned and how beautiful they looked dancing 
round the room to the tune of ‘Ascot’s Rumba’.  By 
week 8 the class had mastered most of the basic Rumba 
steps and several basic Waltz steps.

The Rowville Neighbourhood Learning Centre 
(RNLC) is now accepting enrolments for classes for 
Term 1 in 2015.  Beginners most welcome, no previous 
experience required.  Classes will be on a Wednesday 
morning from 11am to 12.30pm.  Term 1 will be an 
introduction to Cha and Waltz. Contact RNLC on 9764 
1166 or inquiries@rowvillenlc.org.au to register.

Coral is the teacher / cuer of Harlequin Rounds and 
current President of the Round Dance Association of 
Victoria (RDAV).  Her club meets every Monday night 
in Heatherton.  For more information, contact Coral 
on 0407 814 686 or visit the RDAV website.

www.rounddanceassociationvictoria.org.au
Round Dancing is cued, easy ballroom dancing
Dance for fun, to keep you fit and your mind active

Community News
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Proudly sponsored by 
Alan Tudge,
Federal MP for Aston

Christmas Day Lunch
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Knox Social and Community Health Service 
Bringing Up Great Kids – Parenting Program
Bringing Up Great Kids is a 6 week reflective 
parenting program.  The group helps promote more 
respectful, positive interactions between parents 
and children and encourages the development of 
children’s positive self identity.  
Where: Knox Social and Community Health - 
Wantirna Venue unit 1/603 Boronia Rd, Wantirna
When: Commencing 2015 – Term 2
Cost: $7.00 per session
For more information contact the friendly reception 
team on 97576200

Post Natal Depression Therapy Group
A journey through motherhood – negotiating Post 
Natal Depression. This is a 7 week group for women 
experiencing Post Natal Depression. Learn practical 
skills, coping mechanisms and share ideas.  Enquires 
are welcome.
Where: Wantirna Early Parenting Centre
When: Commencing 2015 – Term 2
Limited child minding available.
For more information or to register your interest 
contact the friendly reception team on 97576200

Bush Tucker Yarning Circle
Members of local Indigenous communities meet to 
share local community knowledge about healthy 
eating and bush tucker.
Where: Ferntree Gully Community Arts Centre – 
1010 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
When: Wednesday 12:30pm to 4:00pm
Sessions are free and children are welcome.  For more 
information contact Angela on 9757 6282

The Ferntree Gully Early Risers walking 
group 
If exercise is on your New Year’s resolutions list why 
not consider joining the Ferntree Gully Early Risers? 
This fun walking group is free and the perfect way 
to make new friends and look after your health at 
the same time.
When: Every Tuesday - the walk is approximately 
45 -60 minutes at a medium pace.
Where: Meet at 8:00am at Koffee Bar Cafe – 1055 
Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
For more information please contact walk organiser 
Tom on 0431799658.

Young Mums Playgroup
Coonara Community House is running a free 
playgroup for young mums.
Where: Coonara Community House, 22 Willow 
Road, Upper Ferntree Gully
When: Mondays 12:00pm to 3:00pm
Cost:  Free
For more information contact Coonara Community 
house on 97587081

ADRA Ferntree Gully 
ADRA  (Adventist Development & Relief Agency) 
Ferntree Gully is an emergency relief service that 
offers help with food vouchers, counselling services, 
clothing and some assistance with bills (subject to 
available finance).  Appointments are not necessary, 
as their policy is to attend to people’s needs as they 
arrive. 
Where:  cnr Lyones Parade and Railway Avenue, 
Upper Ferntree Gully
When: Mondays, except some public holidays. 
1:00pm to 3:00pm 
Tel:  9752 2897

KISA Seniors Mobile Phone 
The KISA phone is a mobile phone for elderly people 
who need a reliable way of staying in touch with 
their loved ones and do not wish to deal with the 
complexities of the modern smart phones. It has been 
specifically designed with large tactile buttons and 
no confusing digital menus; simply call friends and 
family with a single button press. The KISA phone 
is lightweight and can be worn around the neck.  The 
KISA phone is an affordable option costing only $84 
for the phone plus $10 postage and handling. 
For more information go to www.kisaphone.com.au

Heatwave Resources in Community 
Languages 
The Victorian Department of Health has developed 
communication resources to encourage and educate 
individuals and the community to be aware of the 
impact of extreme heat on human health. Many of 
the resources have been translated into a number of 
community languages such as Arabic, Mandarin, 
Dari, Greek, Dutch and many more. 
For more information: www.health.vic.gov.au/
environment/heatwaves-healthy-heat-languages.htm

Time for Change – Men’s behaviour change 
program
Time for Change is a program for men wanting to 
end violence and other problem behaviours in their 
relationships. The program is designed to help men 
stop hurting the people they love most and, in the 
process, become better partners and better fathers.  
Where: Relationship Australia – 83 Boronia Road 
Boronia
When: Open Group Tuesday evenings 5:45pm 
-7:45pm ($20/session negotiable) 

 Tel: 9725 9964 or visit the website on www.
relationshipvictoria.com.au

Direct2Care
Direct2Care offers advice about the local aged care 
services you might need to help you stay in your 
home and put you in contact with them. Services 
can include anything from home help and meals-on-
wheels to physio and respite. Direct2Care is staffed 
by experienced support staff who will talk with you 
one-to-one and help work out what’s right for you.  
They’ll then contact the services you need, who will 
in turn contact you. 
Where: Knox O-Zone – Level 1, Suite 3034,
2 Capital City Boulevard, Wantirna South
Tel: 1300 121 121

Nurse on Call 
Nurse on Call is a phone service that provides 
immediate, expert health advice from a registered 
nurse, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Call 1300 
606 024 for the cost of a local call from anywhere in 
Victoria. (Calls from mobile phones may be charged 
at a higher rate.) 
For more information go to www.health.vic.gov.au/
nurseoncall

Ferntree Gully View Club
The Ferntree Gully VIEW Club meets at the Knox 
Club on the fourth Monday of the month. The 
February luncheon is on the 23rd at 11.30am. This 
will be the Annual General Meeting. New members 
and visitors are most welcome. To book please ring 
the President, Isabel  9758 5435.

Family Twilight Street Fest
The ‘Family Twilight Street Fest’ is a not for 
profit community event in Gilbert Park, organised 
by community-minded people, to give families 
something fun to do in summer while supporting 
their local area and businesses. 
There will be food trucks, handmade product 
and produce market stalls, live music and kids 
entertainment including crafts, games, face-
painting, rides and much more.  
Come along and support your local community.  
When: Friday 13 February 2015, 5pm - 9pm
Where: Gilbert Park, Gilbert Park Drive, 
Knoxfield. More details at http://www.
twilightstreetfest.com.au/index.html

Zumba Gold
Zumba Gold is a low impact, fun, exercise class to 
South American rhythms and African beat. Ideal for 
the over 50s or the not-so-fit.
When: Fridays at 9 am
Where: Uniting Church Hall, 6 The Avenue, Ferntree 
Gully.
Only $5- no need to book.

What's On
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A new year means new beginnings, 
new resolutions; but sometimes it is 
just better to go with the flow or as 
Mandy Hale once said ‘You don’t 
always need a plan. Sometimes you 
just need to breathe, trust, let go and 
see what happens.’ I plan on making 
myself more open to trying new and 

different things this year and I hope that you will too.   

 Diana Brown
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Knox Festival 
The Knox Festival theme this year is ‘Made in Knox’. 
This is a big weekend of market stalls, international 
food, workshops, activities and family entertainment. 
The Community Newspapers of Knox will also be 
hosting a stall at the festival so pop over and say 
hello.

What's On

Ferntree Gully News  February 2015

Brief Notices
Please send any alterations or additions to 
gullynews@gmail.com

Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise 
Gravatt

FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955, 
Sundays 11am-4pm

FTG Community Care 8711 8677

FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316 , 
playing at  Wally Tew Reserve

FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272

FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond, 1st 
and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am

FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-
3pm

FTG TOWN  Club Helen Ford 9842 1738

FTG VIEW Club Isabel 9758 5435, fourth Mondays, 
Knox Club 11.30am

Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel Doyle 0457460313

Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802

Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve  Moyra 
Farrington 9762 5102

Gully TOWN Club Leslie 9762 1534, Tuesdays 7pm

Knox District Woodworkers Club Albert Bak 9758 
4849

Knox Environment Society Irene Kelly 9763 8069

Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside, 
Sundays 
11am - 4pm

Knox Toy Library  10am-12pm	Fridays	and	Saturdays	
0424	265	790

 Lower Gully Traders Association  9758 7859 2nd 
Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC

Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027, 2nd 
& 4th Wednesday  

MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-
11.45am

Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday, 
Carrington Park

Rotary Club of FTG  Rob Dawson 9758 2978, 
Mondays 6.45pm 

U3A 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time

As at 7/11/2014. Compiled by Pam McConnell

If there are changes to these details in 2015, please 
let us know. 
Email gullynews@gmail.com
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Proudly sponsored by

Nick Wakeling, State MP 
for Ferntree Gully.

The torchlight procession in 2013. Photo by Barbara Oehring.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Nick Wakeling on being re-elected 
to represent the Ferntree Gully electorate at the recent 
State elections. Mr Wakeling writes:

‘I would like to thank the Ferntree Gully electorate 
for their continued confidence and for re-electing me 
as their local State Member of Parliament. It is an 
honour to represent the Knox community and I will 
continue to work hard to be a strong voice in State 
Parliament.

‘I acknowledge all other candidates who stood for 
election in Ferntree Gully and I congratulate Daniel 
Andrews and the Labor Party on their win.

‘Prior to the State Election, the Coalition made 
commitments to upgrade many local schools such 
as Fairhills High School and Knox Park Primary 
School as well as a commitment to upgrade the 
Ferntree Gully station car park. I will fight to ensure 
these funding commitments are honoured by the new 
Labor government.

I look forward to working with many of you over 
the next four years to ensure Knox continues to be a 
great place to live.’

Summer Safety

Ferntree Gully News  February 2015

Knox Fire Brigade’s Torchlight Parade
On Saturday 28 February, the Ferntree Gully Fire 
Brigade is hosting a Torchlight Parade in conjunction 
with the Knox Fire Brigades Group, starting at the 
Ferntree Gully Fire Station at dusk.

Held every two years as part of the Knox Festival, 
the Torchlight Parade will see over 200 volunteer 
fire-fighters, accompanied by three pipe bands, march 
from The Avenue then along Station St towards the 
FTG football ground in Brenock Park Drive, carrying 
long-stemmed kerosene lamps or torches.

Emergency Management Commissioner Craig 
Lapsley will lead the procession. 

On arrival at the ground, a spectacular fireworks 
display will conclude the evening.

The Knox Fire Brigades Group covers the entire 
City of Knox. It comprises six CFA volunteer 
brigades and two CFA staff/volunteer integrated 
brigades. Individual volunteer brigades in Knox have 
turnout statistics of 300-600 calls per year covering 
building fires, car accidents, alarms to premises, 
grass and scrub fires as well as many other incidents 

and support calls during storms, floods and other 
disasters.  
All brigades would appreciate the support of our 
public during this spectacular event.
For further information contact Graham Crichton 
– phone 0429 060 944, or email graham.crichton@
bigpond.com

TRADE IN YOUR HEARING AIDS
SAVE TODAY!!AN

D

Not only will trading-up your hearing aids provide you with the benefits of the latest breakthrough in  
hearing technology, you can save up to $400* off the purchase price of your next device(s). Your trade-in  
aids will be sent to Hearing Project Nepal to assist those in desperate need of help with their hearing.

Upgrade now - to improve your life, and someone else’s too.

Offer vaild till 30th June 2015. Book your appointment today to take up this exlusive offer.
Bring this copy and let's discuss discount  on our private hearing aids. 

www.knoxaudiology.com.au
  

|
   

BORONIA Ph: 9839 3350
Locally owned professional medical care

TRADE IN
& SAVE UP TO

$400
OFF YOUR PURCHASE

*CONDITIONS APPLY
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As I write this article, Victorian CFA volunteer 
firefighters (some from Ferntree Gully), are arriving 
by air in Adelaide to assist the South Australian 
Country Fire Service combat some of the worst fires 
in the Adelaide Hills since 1983. 

Between 25 and 40 homes have apparently been 
lost.

During hot and windy weather last weekend, fires 
raced across farming land near Ararat while nearer 
to home, a very tough battle was won as firefighters 
fought to save homes in Hastings and Crib Point.

Those interviewed on TV regarding the Adelaide 
Hills fires and the Hastings fire spoke of the 
frightening situations they suddenly found themselves 
in. Most said that they ‘never thought it would happen 
to them’.

Have you ever thought about your risk?
If you live near or in bushland or grasslands, as many 
of us do in Ferntree Gully, then there will always be 
a risk.

 If you holiday in coastal areas or in many country 
areas of Victoria, there may well be a risk too.

Take a look around you. 
Is there dry fuel in the form of small sticks and dry 

leaves, long grass, dry mulch? Are your gutters full of 
these fuels? Is the winter wood pile well away from 
the house? Have you prepared for the possibility of 
fire this summer?

It’s important to understand your fire risk and know 
what to do.

Have you made a fire plan? Does it include 
your pets?

• Talk to your family and friends and make plans 
for what you’ll do on a hot, dry, windy day.

• Prepare your property by removing firewood, 
dry leaves and other rubbish from around your 
home. Keep your gutters clean and cut back 
branches on shrubs and trees. Making sure 
your property is clean beforehand means that 
firefighters have a far better chance of saving it.

• Pack important documents, photos, medications, 
money and clothes so you can leave with ease 
before a fire starts.

• Know when to leave
Leaving early is the safest option to protect yourself 
and your family.

Don’t wait and see, as leaving late usually ends 
in panic. A drive that normally takes a few minutes 
could take hours and you may not be able to get out at 
all, due to fallen power lines or trees or fire vehicles 
blocking your street. Your street may even be blocked 
by others trying to leave at the same time.

If you plan to leave when you see flames or smoke, 
it is probably far too late and too dangerous to leave. 

The only effective plan is to leave the night before 
a predicted bad fire day or early that morning. 

Keep informed  
It’s up to you to stay informed
Don’t rely on an official warning to leave. Check the 
Fire Danger Rating for your area each day and act 
accordingly.

Ready and waiting on a high fire risk day.

  

Our highly experienced GP s offer a complete range of Family Care and Urgent Care including: 

 Men s and Women s health 
 Skin Cancer Clinics 
 Travel and Sports medicine 
 Minor surgery 

 Baby and Child care 
 Occupational Health 
 Preventative Health  
 Family planning 

All your health care needs can be managed in a single location with a large variety of Allied Health providers on site including: 

Audiology,  Dietetics, Diabetes Educator,  Podiatry,  Massage Therapy,  Psychology,  Speech pathology and Occupational Therapy as well as 

Medical Specialists that consult from our premises on a sessional basis. 

We are open extended hours and with a wide variety of experienced Male and Female GP s can usually offer on the day  appointments. 

To arrange an appointment please call: 

9780 8900 

Keep informed by listening to AM radio 774, 
checking the CFA on Facebook and Twitter or the 
website for Vic Emergency www.emergency.vic.
gov.au

Always keep a watch out from your own place. You 
may be the first one to see a fire. Go out and smell the 
air for smoke and listen for fire sirens, aircraft and 
abnormal activity in your area. 
Stay tuned
Ferntree Gully CFA will be conducting one or more 
Community Fire Awareness meetings during the 
summer period, so please keep an eye out for our 
Facebook page or watch the notice board in front of 
the fire station in The Avenue.

Let’s all have a fire-safe summer in 2015.

Graham Crichton
Ferntree Gully CFA Brigade member

Have you thought about your risk 
of fires this summer?

Ferntree Gully News  February 2015

Summer Safety
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Gary Fevreau took these photographs at Windermere 
Tennis Club.
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Love courts for the summer game

Queenslanders preferred the ant bed; Victorians the 
en tout cas. Of course tennis fans will know exactly 
what these terms mean. ‘Love’ refers to the score of 
nil. ‘Ant bed’ is a clay court surface. ‘En tout cas’ 
(French for ‘in any case’ meaning ‘in any weather’), 
is a court surface of crushed brick. 

Tennis began, not on clay courts, but in cloistered 
abbeys with French monks using their hands to hit 
a ball against the monastery wall. At that time the 
game was called jeu de paume (game of the palm).

As Melbourne hosts the Australian Open and more 
importantly as Windermere Tennis Club of Ferntree 
Gully joins the Knox Tennis Festival  (30 January to 
8 February), it seems fitting to visit the story of tennis 
from its sheltered beginnings to its later popularity.

Tennis was not always a quick mover. It took four 
centuries for it to move from a game of the hand to 
one with a racquet. In the 16th century it was still 
played against a wall and it retained something of its 
cloistered place by remaining an inside game.

 By the time tennis reached Australia in the 1870s, 
it was an outside game. Courts were laid and pressed 
on public as well as private land. The game was 
keenly adopted by Australians on a social as well as 
a competitive level and Australians were quick to 
achieve notable national and international success. 

Not only did Australians participate in the game, 
they were, and still are, avid spectators. They also met 
the strong demand for tennis equipment. By the 1930s 
Australian racquets and balls were popular here and 
internationally and a large export industry developed.

‘What will you have love, the ant bed or the 
en tout cas?’

The proud and successful involvement of 
Australians with tennis is seen as emanating from 
the strong support provided by local communities. 
In Ferntree Gully the Windermere Tennis Club 
continues the community tradition on their very 
own en tout cas courts. So, if tennis is your passion, 
or if you have just a fleeting interest, why not get 
involved? For more information contact:

Membership Secretary  0422 688 510
windermeretc@gmail.com.au
www.tennis.com.au/windermeretc

Teresa Cannon
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Tennis Knox

Tennis Knox scored a smashing victory in 2014 
winning a national award carrying a cash prize 
of $25,000 for the development of tennis in the 
community.

Tennis Knox representatives Chairman Eric Beeston 
and Sandi Dawson, together with the late Councillor 
David Cooper, accepted Tennis Australia’s prestigious  
John Newcombe Award for the Most Outstanding 
Tennis Community in Australia from tennis greats Pat 
Rafter and Sam Stosur at a gala event in November.

Councillor Cooper said of the award ‘Tennis Knox 
advocates passionately for the development of this 
great sport in our city and it’s wonderful to see them 
recognised.’

According to spokesperson Sandi Dawson, the 
award comes just 18 months after Tennis Knox was 
formed in an effort to increase participation in the 
Knox district’s fourteen clubs and save them from 
imminent closure or mergers.

Ironically, Tennis Knox first came to the notice of 
Knox Council when it lobbied about high lease fees 
for courts. Before long Council was on board with 
support, especially from Cr Cooper, as volunteer 
and mentor.  

The group thought laterally and drew on research 
by Tennis Australia and others. They came up with 
partnerships, modified rules, court sizes and outreach 
promotions to suit different ages, skill levels and 
availability.

New ways to play
The biggest initiatives, Sandi said, are Hot Shot Kids, 
Cardio Tennis and FAST4 Tennis, all part of Tennis 
Knox’s own festival, timed to follow the Australian 
Open in late January.

Hot Shot Kids introduces under 12-year-olds to 
the game in fun group sessions and competitions. 
Courts are modified to three-quarter size with slower 
bouncing balls.  Rowville Tennis Club is proud to have 
the first purpose-built Hot Shots court. 

Cardio Tennis attracts teens and adults in racquet-
based body workouts to music.

For the time-poor, the group has introduced Tennis 
Australia’s FAST4 Tennis, a faster match with fewer 
sets and different rules. FAST4 was recently launched 
in Australia by tennis legends Roger Federer and 
Lleyton Hewitt.

Tennis Knox Festival 2015
At the height of the tennis season this January the 14 
clubs in Tennis Knox, including 5 in Ferntree Gully,  
are combining to offer over 100 events in a 10 day 
Festival of Tennis.  

The future of tennis in Knox is looking very sharp.
To find your local tennis club and view programs, 

visit the website tennisknox.com.au 

Judy Wolff

Tennis Knox wins prestigious award

At the nets with the coach. 
Gary Fevreau photographed juniors at the 
Mountain Gate Tennis Club in Burke Road.
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Toys for Berry Street children were made by the 
Crafty Ladies group at Mountain District Learning 
Centre throughout the year and presented to the 
organisation before Christmas. The group meets on 
Tuesdays and Fridays. New members are welcome. 
If you like sewing, patchwork and crafts inquire at 
MDLC at 13-15 The Avenue. 

Mountain District Learning Centre

In 2015 Mountain District Learning Centre becomes 
the governance body for the Outer Eastern Literacy 
Program running at Boronia Library. It has been 
increasingly difficult for small registered training 
organisations (RTOs) to manage the costs and 
compliance relating to registration. The literacy 
program is an essential program for many people in 
our community and is too valuable to see it close. So 
the two organisations have come to an arrangement 
where MDLC will manage the program and it will 
continue to operate, as it currently does, at Boronia 
Library. 

In addition, MDLC have formed a partnership with 
Skills Plus in Upper Ferntree Gully. Skills Plus run 

New challenges and exciting opportunities ahead
an education program offering VCAL (Victorian 
Certificate of Applied Learning), to young people 
who are struggling in the mainstream education 
system. Late last year Skills Plus found it necessary 
to close their youth program at their Upper Ferntree 
Gully campus and approached MDLC to take on their 
students.  Our Centre has been running at capacity 
throughout 2014 with no additional places available.  
Through the partnership, MDLC will run VCAL (and 
VCE) from the UFTG site until the end of 2015. It is 
hoped, if the venture is successful, we will be able 
to continue to deliver education programs from the 
new venue in future years.

Whilst the prospect of taking on both the OELP 
program and the new site at Upper Gully is 
challenging, we are excited at being given the 
opportunity to grow our programs and continue to 
support our community in accessing the educational 
opportunities that help them to reach their full 
potential.

So once again we move and change with the times 
and keep our focus of supporting our community in 
the best way we know how.

Janet Claringbold

Graduation night 2014
Over 100 parents and students gathered in the 
community hall in Upwey in December to celebrate 
the graduation night for Mountain District Learning’s 
cohort of 2014. Students in VCE, VCAL and VET 
courses received course certificates and awards for 
outstanding achievement.

Education Co-ordinator Carlie Case, in her address, 
highlighted the resilience and the leadership qualities 
of the students.  ‘Our aim is not only to educate,’ she 
said, ‘but also to help students learn the skills to be 
contributing members of their communities.’

Students have learnt how to cook, to drive, to vote 
in a State election, to raise chickens from eggs and 
house them.  They have achieved qualifications to go 
on to further education and work. 

‘If you take but one thing from your time at MDLC,’ 
Carlie concluded, ‘take the fact that being different 
is ok. You do not have to accept the status quo; ask 
questions, and change things.’  

Say ‘No’ to violence
My name is Stephen Robertson and I have been 
running a special project at MDLC. I am studying a 
Diploma of Community Services Work. I’m doing 
this to help others in need within society and to bring 
about the changes that they desire. My training has 
included volunteering at a school, tutoring primary 
school children and helping to run a kids’ club.  I want 
to be a strong advocate for equality, compassion and 
respect for everyone. 

The Clothesline Project began on 25 November and 
ran for 16 days. It aimed to get the message out that all 
forms of violence are a symptom of fear and what we 
need is love and respect for people. The project was 
a collective one across the Neighbourhood Houses in 
Knox, and focussed on preventing violence towards 
women by raising awareness. Violence towards 
women has been widespread for many centuries 
within our society. Now it is viewed as a human 
rights issue. 

The Clothesline project, messages on t-shirts, 
was embraced by students at MDLC. They loved 
participating and came up with their own slogans. 
The shirt ideas and statements they created were 
of high quality. They showed me how many people 
care about this issue and the changes that many want 
to see. Our students want something better than the 
negative views that still linger, such as that women 
are weaker than men. (Although it is 100 years since 
women got the vote, they are still often paid less for 
doing the same work.)  

The outcome of the project was to spread a message 
of love and compassion and we hope we achieved 
our goal. Many more projects like this one need to 
happen.

Stephen Robinson
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Last year’s Discovery Day set out to share the stories 
of the Gully – celebrating community groups, and the 
town’s rich history and community spirit.

Ferntree Gully Village came alive with fun and 
festivities galore – with fire engines and the big red 
bus on display at the CFA, a Trash and Treasure 
Market at MDLC, and a giant slide in The Avenue. 
Meanwhile Station Street became an arts and craft 
precinct with stalls for the Artisan Market set up in 
the car park.

There were street performances by the Glengoldies, 
Dixieland Jazz, FTG North Primary School and an 
Op Shop fashion parade in Village Court.

Always popular, the sausage sizzle at Marty’s Meats 
attracted a queue, as did the cupcake stall outside 
Jennifer Anne’s Cakes.

There were plenty of activities for the kids, too, with 
Storytime, a giant game of chess, and a game of street 
cricket outside the CFA proving to be hits. 

It was also the first year of the Children’s Mystery 
Trail, with youngsters, armed with a set of clues, 
following colourful paw prints through the Village 
in a journey to find the Swagman’s dog. Those who 
found the dog were awarded a special badge and 
invited to write a story for the paper. (Read some of 
the stories on page 23.)

Down by the railway crossing under the chestnut 
tree, Gully News Editor Anne Boyd told the story 
of the Swagman sculpture. In the clock shop, Philip 
Gore told the story of the French tower clock. A 
little later, another group gathered near the station to 
hear Bill Ireland tell the stories of the Railway. The 
historical society also led tours through the cemetery 
talking about its history, and the pioneers who first 
settled here.

All this was ably organised by Dianne Lagerwey 
under the auspices of MDLC, the Lower Gully Traders 
Association, CFA, the Uniting Church and many other 
community groups. 

It was a great day, and I look forward to Discovery 
Day again next year.

Meg Hellyer

Discovery Day 2014 in Ferntree Gully Village

Diane Lagerwey who co-ordinated the 
many community groups taking part in 
Discovery Day took these photographs: 
a stall of delicious food in the market, 
a pair of musicians and children’s 
chess in The Avenue.

Ferntree Gully News  February 2015

Sharing the Stories of the Gully
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Churches Page
Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay Ministry Congregation
6 The Avenue, 3156. 
Tel. 9753 6522
Worship each Sunday 10.00am
Sunday School for
Primary School children 10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19 Forest Road, 3156
Tel. 9758 1029 fax 9758 9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish priest: Fr Alan Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday 6.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 11.00am
Tuesday 7.00pm
Wed. & Thurs. 9.15am
Friday 11.00am
The Salvation Army
37 Wattletree Road, 3156 
Minister: Lt Angela Locke
Tel. 9752 2682
Sunday Service 10.00am
St Thomas Anglican Church
12 Mount View Road 
Upper Ferntree Gully 3156
Tel.9758 0217
Vicar: Revd Raffaella Pilz
Worship
Sunday 8.00am Holy Eucharist
10.00am Holy Eucharist with hymns
Thursday 10.00am Holy Eucharist
followed by cuppa and chat
Christian Meditation Tuesday 9.30am, 4.15pm
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling Avenue cnr Burwood Highway
Worship with Us
Sundays 10.00am
together with children’s church

The gift of shade
Called into the church the other 
day to pick up some items for 
the Dandenong Asylum Seeker 
Centre! I noticed that some people 
have broken off several largeish 
limbs from the tree on the front 

lawn of the church. This is the tree that gives shade 
to the picnic table that has been enjoyed throughout 
the year by many of our community and passers-by.  
Luckily, the branches at the very top of the tree are still 
intact, so there is still enough shade there for comfort.  
This act of thoughtless violence, let alone the truly 
dreadful moments of inexplicable violence which 
happened in Sydney and Cairns, seems to go against 
the hope, joy, love and peace of the Christmas we 
were looking forward to. But does it? 

Has the Christmas Story been so sanitised that it 
has lost its earthy character?  It is an eternally hopeful 
Story, yes, but mingled with that hope and joy is a 
Story of earthy disquiet, of displacement, and even 
violence.

Joseph and the pregnant Mary make the long 
and difficult journey from Nazareth in the north to 
Bethlehem in the south. When they reach there, they 
meet no comforting words of welcome; instead, a 
sharp ‘No room.  Round the back!  Use the stable.’  

After that ordeal there is the birth itself, in the 
unsanitary conditions among the animals.  Then the 
inhumane decree from King Herod to kill all male 
children under the age of two;  so the family must 
flee to Egypt where they seek asylum until things 
settled down.

And yet this unsettling eternal story still manages 
to bring to so many enduring gifts of hope, joy, love 
and peace - not by setting itself apart from the world 
but by taking it on, facing up to the human condition, 
warts and all.  

So, we hope that those people who broke our tree 
will also discover something in the Christmas Story 
which will transform their troubled minds. May their 
lives too eventually find peace, joy and hope. May 
they one day have time to sit and ponder under that 
same tree; time to enjoy its continuing gift of shade.

Pat Rivett

Caring for our community
St Vincent de Paul Society says thank you
St Vincent de Paul Society has continued to serve the 
local community during 2014. The Ferntree Gully 
Conference group met many needy families in many 
situations of disadvantage. We have supported people 
experiencing disabilities, unemployment, addictions, 
family abuse, substance abuse and difficulties in 
single parent families.

The Society took part in both the Volunteer Expo 
in May and the Village Discovery Day in November 
when we shared the range of activities with the 
community.
Gifts and good cheer at Christmas
At the beginning of December we hosted our annual 
Seniors Christmas lunch. 120 seniors enjoyed a three 
course lunch with the usual Christmas fare of turkey 
and Christmas cake. We were delighted that both the 
Knox Mayor, Cr Peter Lockwood and the State MP 
for Ferntree Gully, Nick Wakeling, were present to 
savour the local community spirit of Christmas. The 
event owed its success to the many volunteers who 
enjoyed serving people from our local residential 
homes.

The Society, helped by extra volunteers, packed 
and delivered 72 hampers of Christmas food and 
gifts for the families we support. We are grateful to 
all who contributed gifts, of food and toys, vouchers 
and donations. These came by way of the Angel Tree 
at St John the Baptist Parish Church, from St John 
the Baptist Parish School community and from the 
Knox District Woodworkers. Thank you to all these 
generous people.  

We wish all readers a happy and successful 2015. 
Gordon Veerasawmy
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The Australia Day National Network (ADNN) 
encouraged Australians to celebrate Australia Day 
‘your way’. Many Australians chose to celebrate 
the survival of Indigenous culture and the benefits 
enjoyed by all Australians from the more than 40,000 
years of Indigenous custodianship of Australian 
country.

Other Australians focussed on the multicultural 
nature of Australia, the arrival of later cultures 
and the richness and diversity they have produced. 
More recent arrivals, fleeing from lands of war and 
persecution, expressed deep gratitude to be living in 
a country of safety and possibility. 

Although the celebrations had different emphasis, 
for all there was a common element in the appreciation 
of Australia and all that it has to offer.

Australia Day

The Knox City Council supports a range of 
organisations and their activities to create community 
harmony. It recently declared Knox a ‘Refugee 
Welcome Zone’. As Knox Mayor Peter Lockwood 
said, ‘The Refugee Welcome Zone was eagerly 
adopted by Council and was the next step for Council 
in its ongoing advocacy for community inclusion’.  
Councillor Mortimore added, ‘We are saying …Thank 
you for coming here and wanting to be here’. 

Refugee Welcome Zone

Knox City Council works with TR@K which 
endeavours to promote awareness and understanding 
of Australian history and the ongoing needs and 
aspirations of Aboriginal People.  They work to build 
bridges of recognition and respect for all people across 
the Knox community.

You can meet with the people from TR@K at the 
Knox Festival (details below) They are currently 
planning the annual Knox Flag Raising and National 
Day of Healing on Tuesday 26 May 2015. TR@K 
is looking for more members. If you’d like to be 
involved contact:  
Anne Schmid  0421115382
Towards Reconciliation at Knox (TR@K)
Meets monthly
Or meet TR@K members at Knox Festival 
Wally Tew Reserve, Ferntree Gully (Melway 74 B5)

Towards Reconciliation at Knox 
(TR@K)

Australia Day in Knox
On Monday 26 January 2015 I was fortunate to be 
present for the Knox City Council (KCC) Australia 
Day Local Awards Ceremony which began with a 
breakfast held in the KCC auditorium to celebrate the 
achievements of 14 local residents, nominated for the 
local awards of  2015: Local Hero, Young Citizen of 
the Year, Volunteer of the Year and Citizen of the Year.  

The breakfast was well attended by Commonwealth, 
State and Local government representatives together 
with family and friends of the nominees. The 
Australia Day address was given by the Australia 
Day Ambassador, Mr Bob Falconer APM who 
based his address on the poetic words and verse of 
the Australian National Anthem ‘Advance Australia 
Fair’, in its appropriateness in reflecting Australia 
and Australian life.  

The nominees were honoured by the reading of 
citations celebrating their achievements while we 
listened with admiration of their tireless deeds in the 
community and wondered who the winners would be.  
All 14 nominees were thanked for their good works 
in the many areas of service to the community and it 
was explained that on this Australia Day there would 
be two Local Hero awards presented. Graham Hansen 
and Harley Mackie were honoured accordingly, 
Graham for over 50 years of preserving the history of 
Knox and Harley for his work in raising the awareness 
of and finding solutions for breast cancer.  

Nathan Rose won the Young Citizen of the Year 
award for his voluntary work, especially in scouting, 
Phillip Thorne won the award for Volunteer of the 
Year for his efforts to improve and support the 
community, especially in Boronia, and Stephen 
Barrington won the award of Knox Citizen of the 
Year for his work in providing in Ferntree Gully free 
meals and a special place for social interaction for 
those in need in the community.  

On behalf of the Knox Historical Society, I 
congratulate all the award nominees for the community 
work they do and I especially congratulate our Knox 
Historical Society president, Graham Hansen, for the 
more than 50 years of work in helping to preserve the 
history of Knox for the local and greater community.

The Australia Day Ceremony concluded with an 
official flag raising ceremony, the reading of the 
Australia Day Affirmation of loyalty to our wonderful 
country and the singing of our National Anthem.

Christopher Boddy

Knox Mayor Cr Peter Lockwood (front row left) , Cr Karin Orpen (Chair of the Awards Committee) front right, 
with the nominees  after the ceremony.

Ferntree Gully News  February 2015
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Schools Page

Aston Shield Awards
At the end of each year, I have the pleasure of 
recognising some of our great young citizens in 
Ferntree Gully through the presentation of the Aston 
Shield. 

In each school, it is awarded to a student for good 
citizenship who has demonstrated compassion, a 
commitment to others, and who has been a great role 
model for their school and community.

The Aston Shield is awarded in the spirit of Tilly 
Aston, a remarkable woman in Australian history 
who did so much for the welfare of blind people. The 
Federal Electorate of Aston (which covers Knox) is 
named in honour of Tilly Aston. 

Tilly was born in 1873 and was completely 
blind by the age of 7. Yet, despite her obvious 
challenges, Tilly’s courage and tenacity brought great 
advancement for blind and vision impaired people. 
She secured voting rights, better access to public 
transport, and established the first braille library. 
(Tilly herself had to drop out of university because 
there were no braille books.) Finally she set up Vision 
Australia - an organisation that still exists today and 
helps tens of thousands of people each year. 

I am very proud of our young award 
winners. If Tilly were alive today, I am 
sure that she would also be very proud. 
Well done to all of them!

Heetal Varsani (see photo) from Kent 
Park Primary School was recognised 
as such a student. As one of the 
Sport Captains, Heetal organised the 
house points, assisted with setting 
up a variety of school events and has 
spoken with confidence to the whole 
school community. She is friendly, 
considerate and well-mannered at all 
times, displaying initiative, listening 
attentively and showing great interest 
in all learning experiences. Heetal is a 
confident and enthusiastic student who 
enjoys all aspects of school life. The 
Aston Shield winners from the other schools were 
equally impressive.

Other local students to receive the 2014 Aston 
Shield were:

• Alexis Brown from Fairhills Primary School;
• Jacob Hearn from Mountain Gate Primary 

Endeavour Awards recognise the best
The Endeavour Award is presented to a school student 
who has shown great endeavour throughout their 
school years. The recipient is someone who sought to 
be their best in all aspects of their school life and to 
be helpful towards other students and staff. They have 
also demonstrated a wonderful and consistent ‘give–
it–a–go attitude’ and have been a great representative 
for their school.

State MP for Ferntree Gully, Nick Wakeling, 
presented the 2014 Awards and during the last few 
weeks of the school year, he attended graduation 
ceremonies at many local schools. 

‘I found it wonderful to hear about the great 
achievements of so many senior students at both 
primary and secondary levels,’ he said. ‘I congratulate 
all the worthy recipients of the 2014 Ferntree Gully 
Endeavour Award and wish them continued success 
well into their future.’

Endeavour Awards were presented to:
Patrick Leask – St Joseph’s College
Harley Mackie - Wantirna College
Holly Tresise – Regency Park Primary School
Justin McQualter – Wantirna Primary School
Sam Woodward – Knox Gardens Primary School
Karlee Wiesner – Knox Central Primary School
Molly Davies – Ferntree Gully North Primary School
Brooke Delaney – Kent Park Primary School

‘Give it a go’ is alive and well in schools

Darcy McDonald - Fairhills Primary School
Courtney Smith and Jesse Morton - Wattleview 
Primary School
Catherine Cheng – Mountain Gate Primary School
Stephanie Stoitsis – St John the Baptist Primary 
School

Nick Wakeling MP with Brooke Delaney from Kent 
Park Primary School

School;
• Adam Slattery from Wattleview Primary 

School; and
• George Rowlands-Myers from Fairhills High 

School. 
Alan Tudge

 Federal Member for Aston
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Happy New Year to the Gully News team and all our 
readers.

U3A Knox had a long break over the Christmas 
New Year period, with much planning and changes 
behind the scenes, as well as some  celebrations: a 
Tutors’ luncheon, and the Christmas party at Parkhills 
among them (see photos). 

 More than a thousand members rejoined in 
November-December, and more are expected to rejoin 
once classes begin in early February.  A few vacancies 
remain in some subjects. If you are interested, ring 
9752 2737 to inquire, or better still visit the Centre in 
Park Boulevard (off Manuka Road Ferntree Gully), 
during office hours. 

 This year it costs $60 to join for a full year, allowing 
access to as many subjects as you want, as well as 
social events of course.

Some subjects which may still have vacancies (there 
are 129 subjects currently listed) are Chess for All 
(3.30 Mondays),  Folk Music (10 a.m. Tuesday in 
Boronia), Hawaiian Ukelele group  and Book Group 
(Tuesday afternoons). 

On Wednesday Low Impact Aerobics may still have 
vacancies.  On Wednesday a new group ‘Experiments 
in Science’ with John Fleming may still have some 
places available;  Thursday’s Creative Writing Group 
still has vacancies, and the Snooker and Billiards 
Group on Fridays at Bayswater has vacancies also.   
Most computer groups are full, although ‘Computer 
– Making it Work with You’ has some vacancies at 
3.30 on Wednesday. There are other vacancies, so 
inquire if interested.

There is much on offer at U3A Knox. If you are 
recently retired and looking to make friends and find 
new interests, this is the place to go.

www.u3aknox.com.au

 Kath Brown

The tutors ‘thank you’ Christmas luncheon.  Many of our 90 dedicated tutors were there to receive badges for 
long service, plus a pen and diary for the new year, and of course the High Tea.

About 120 members attended the  Christmas party for U3A on 22 December at Parkhills. The organisers were 
the Angling group, seen here. 
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Ready for a New Year
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Points of View
Shopping in my slippers
One of the positives of getting older is one worries less 
and less what people think.  I haven’t quite reached 
the stage of shopping at Knox City in my slippers but 
I am heading in that direction.

It seems I have slept the sleep of Rip Van Winkle 
and awoken ten years later to discover that I have 
missed a whole decade of innovations and technical 
advances.  What was once simple has become 
complicated. My nearest and dearest spoke a new 
incomprehensible jargon:  ‘You can save it to iCloud, 
Mum.’  ‘What?’ ‘iCloud!’  ‘Huh?’

I traded in my old car for a new Hyundai i30. The 
Hyundai i30 Space is a small, modest car but it came 
with an instruction manual that was two centimetres 
thick.  It has so many safety features that on my first 
outing to Knox City I couldn’t work out how to open 
the driver’s door. The manual wasn’t much help as 
it was in the glove box and I was outside in the rain!  
I eventually worked it out.  The car self-locks after 
thirty seconds. It’s a security device, apparently.

I have been driving for forty years and had never 
heard of a hard lock till I was stuck in Emerald.  I 
couldn’t turn the key in the ignition. I checked the 
manual.  No luck. I asked people passing by. No luck. 
I rang the RACV. I waited. The RACV mechanic 
was a cheerful fellow. ‘It’s a hard lock.’  ‘Is it?’  ‘It’s 
a common problem. I’ve been called out to fix hard 
locks hundreds of times.’  ‘It’s not in the manual!’  
‘No,’ he said, ‘it’s not in the manual.’  ‘But…?’

Twenty years ago I would have been far too 
embarrassed to drive my car to the dealership because 

I couldn’t work out how to change the clock to daylight 
saving time. The young mechanic was very helpful.  
‘No worries.’  I love the way young people say ‘No 
worries’. Young people who do the drudge jobs in retail 
and hospitality are invariably polite and helpful. Which 
is lucky as I have heaps of stupid questions to ask them.

Recently I went to Bunnings to buy a curtain rod for 
my new unit. I had done my homework. I measured, 
and re-measured, and re-measured the window and 
got the same result three times. Bunnings had a large 
selection of curtain rods at the right length. What could 
possibly go wrong?

Unlike just about everything you buy nowadays, 
the instructions for the curtain rod did not come in 
six different languages. It was actually wordless. The 
instructions appeared in a strange form of post-modern 
hieroglyphics. A humanoid creature shaped like a teddy 
bear without ears demonstrated how to put the curtain 
rod together. I was still feeling confident until I came 
to the brackets. Unlike the old brackets that were a one 
piece wonder the new brackets had to be assembled but 
there didn’t seem to be enough screws and the mute, 
earless teddy bear wasn’t a great deal of help. I went 
back to Bunnings. ‘Excuse me…’  ‘No worries.’

Perhaps I really should start investing in a new pair of 
slippers.  Recently a middle-aged male sales assistant 
in a major retail chain called me Dearie.  ‘Can I help 
you, Dearie?’  Dearie!  I won’t be going back there 
again!

Judith O’Donnell is a local writer and artist

Shopping for wisdom
What I learned in 2014
If you have ever looked back over the year gone 
by and concluded that you hadn’t learned anything, 
then it was probably a year wasted. I find the 
summer break, shaded from the heat by a large 
unruly Stringybark, is the perfect time to prop and 
reflect on the last twelve month journey – what 
happened, what new ideas did I come to terms 
with, what was rejected and what old ideas were 
reaffirmed.  My list for 2014 goes something like 
this.

I learned that Queensland men wear Speedos and 
nobody makes fun of them. That’s fair. 

I learned that a broken election promise is not a 
lie unless one is in opposition, which means that 
it is never a lie. Politicians can promise anything 
they like. Neat!

I confirmed that interest groups and individuals 
with fundamentalist ideas who endeavour to 
force their views on others and damage those who 
disagree are a scourge. There seems to be a bit of 
it about right now. It has happened before and it 
was called ‘The Dark Ages’.

I deduced that those who argue that man-made 
global warming will not destroy the planet are 
quite right. Global warming will probably destroy 
our personal environment and most likely wipe 
out mankind. After we have gone the planet will 
still exist and global warming won’t be an issue.

I lamented that engineers and scientists and 
doctors and philosophers remain largely anonymous 
and receive only a moderate income for building 
the planet and shaping the future. In that same 
context, actors are paid a fortune and gain great 
accolades for pretending to be someone else, 
and public monuments are erected in honour of 
sportsmen who can kick a ball between two sticks 
– albeit from a long way out.  

I decided that 7.5 billion people on the planet 
are too many. Without massive social change (like 
really massive) we cannot all be fed. The rate of 
population growth is probably the biggest problem 
we face. Yet only one Australian politician, Kelvin 
Thomson, mentioned it last year. Odd!

And finally, I reaffirmed to myself that I dislike 
cats, especially my neighbour’s cats that hunt 
down our native birds, hook my goldfish from my 
pond and stalk the blue-tongue lizard that lives 
under our hot water boiler. How much do I dislike 
them? A lot.

So there it is for 2014.  Doesn’t seem like much, 
but it was rather tiring really. I wonder what I’ll 
learn this year.

Peter Stagg

St Josephs 
Open Days
Thursday 12 February 9.30am
Tuesday 24 February 6.00pm

Celebrating a 50 year tradition of 
transforming boys into exceptional young 
men, St Josephs College focusses on 
academic excellence without losing sight of 
the importance of values, justice, and the 
development of life skills in the building of 
successful and long lasting relationships.

Celebrating a 50 year tradition

St Josephs
College
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Estate matters
Interest rates are still expected to be at a low rate 
for some time. Some financial institutions are 
predicting even lower rates. Investors in the real 
estate market are taking advantage of the situation. 
But you have to be mindful the interest rate will 
not stay low indefinitely. However, several banks 
and credit unions are offering 5 years fixed loans 
at below 5% interest rate as advised by Homefree 
Mortgages, Ferntree Gully 9753 5208.

 The overseas investors are still one of the 
dominant players in our local real estate market. 
Money seems to be easily accessible to these 
buyers, hence, in many cases, they are able to 
purchase on better terms and conditions. Potential 
development sites, large or small, are their 
preferred option at present.

 Having eight languages spoken in our office has 
been a huge success as we are able to communicate 
to clients in their own languages.

 Now is the time to sell your potential sites, big 
or small, while these areas are still a  ‘hot spot’ 
for investors.

Ray Abley
Abley Real Estate Professionals.

Ferntree Gully 0418 319 452

Moving on up! Better transport in 
Knox
In November, Knox Council endorsed a new local 
integrated transport plan as a draft for the community 
to look at. It outlines how Council can plan, design, 
implement and manage a stronger and more resilient 
transport system in the local area.

Public transport is crucial to many of our readers  
and deserves debate. To start the ball rolling we asked 
a Gully News volunteer for some comments.
Good news and not so good 
As one who regularly travels the country on trains and 
buses, I have noted gradual change in the efficiency 
and regularity of both.

When I started using the public transport system 
in the mid 90s, most bus services were daytime only 
and rarely ran on Sundays except for some very busy 
bus routes.

Trains at the weekend on the Belgrave line were 
every 40 mins. Fortunately, due to lobbying by a 
number of public transport committees, both types 
of services have improved.

We now have 20 minute train services at the 
weekend, with buses running later in the evening 
and on Sunday. Improvements need to continue, 
however, as the population grows and roads become 
more congested. 

I have a number of suggestions for improving the 
bus services circa Ferntree Gully railway station.

These include:
• Better connection between bus services and 

train services during the day.
• People coming by train from Melbourne 

can miss their bus connections because the 
crossing gates take so long to open. Time at the 
pedestrian crossing gates needs to be reduced.

• The pavement adjacent to the pedestrian gate 
needs to be widened to allow for more people 
crossing railway tracks.

• The Caulfield - Rowville Smartbus needs to be 
extended to Ferntree Gully so that passengers 
can travel beyond Stud Rd to the Foothills. This 
would take the pressure off the Belgrave line in 
the morning and evening peak.

I am sure these suggestions would benefit the 
efficiency and capacity of the services if nothing else.

As time passes we shall see more improvements, 
I am sure.

Edward Plenty

Ferntree Gully News  February 2015

Points of View



Art in the streets
The Ferntree Gully Arts Society keeps 
up with the times. Its Young at Art and 
Street Art annual exhibitions and prizes 
are attracting many young artists across 
the hills. Recently they invited Kyle, 
the young winner of the 2014 Street Art 
competition, to paint the laneway wall 
of the Hut Gallery. Our photographer 
went to see the work in progress and 
was impressed with a composition  as 
intricate as a medieval fresco.  Have a 
look at the finished work! 

Awards for Basin Theatre Group
 The 2014 Victorian Drama League Awards 
presentation was a very successful night for the Basin 
Theatre Group! It was attended by representatives and 
members of just about every amateur theatre group 
around Victoria,  
We came home with Gold awards for:
Best Set Design - Barry O’Neill
Best Sound Design - Barry O’Neill and Peter Bartlett
Best Support Actress Drama - Melissa New
Best Actress Drama - Sharon Corbier    
Best Drama Production – ‘The Other Place’  by Sharr 
White, directed by Barry O’Neill
We also were nominated for Best Lighting, Best Actor 
(Drama) and Best Director (Drama).

Editor’s note
Bonny & Clyde and Quill have been on holiday.

We introduce, on the Playtime Page, some new 
writers, young and old. 
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Arts Page

Art Exhibition
Something on the Wall
A variety of Artworks by members
Opens Sunday 1 February at 2pm

Closes Sunday 15 February at 4pm

Poetry at The Hut
Sunday 22 February at 3.30pm

Entry fee of $5.00 includes afternoon tea

Exhibition
Faces and Figures

Opens Sunday 22 February 11am
Closes Sunday 29 March

Gallery Hours
Saturday & Sundays 10am to 4pm

Free Admission

The Hut Gallery
157 Underwood Road
Ferntree Gully 3156

For more details Phone 9758 8955
or visit our website:

www.thehutgallery.wordpress.com

The Hut offers workshops and classes in different 
mediums, in Life Drawing, Still Life, Portraiture, 

Drawing and different forms of Printing

www.erl.vic.gov.au 
1010 Burwood Highway  
Ferntree Gully 3156, tel. 92948140
Eastern Regional Libraries
www.yourlibrary.com.au
Opening hours:  Monday-Wednesday 
10am-8pm, Thursday & Friday 10am-
5.30pm, Saturday 10am-1pm

Authors at Ferntree Gully Library
Supercharged Food 
Meet author, nutritionist and wholefoods chef Lee 
Holmes
Tuesday 17 February 2.00pm

Lee Holmes is the author of bestselling titles 
Supercharged Food, and Supercharged Food: Eat 
Yourself Beautiful.  

Lee was a busy single mother juggling home life 
and a high powered job in the entertainment industry 
when she became seriously ill with a debilitating 
autoimmune disease. After trying all the medical 
remedies on offer she turned to her qualifications 
in nutrition, incorporated a wholefoods diet, and 
successfully recovered. 

Lee is now keen to share her knowledge – she 
created her award-winning blog Supercharged 
Food (www.superchargedfood.com), is a regular 
contributor to Wellbeing Magazine and other leading 

newspapers and journals, and has an exciting new 
recipe book out Supercharged Food: Eat Clean, 
Green and Vegetarian.  

Please be our guest to meet Lee Holmes at Ferntree 
Gully Library

Lee’s book will be available for sale on the day. 
EFTPOS facilities are available.

Men on the Menu: 75 delicious affairs 
around the world
Meet the author Bambi Smyth
Thursday 12 March 2.30pm

Join us to hear the entertaining author Bambi 
Smyth tell us about her amazing adventures around 
the globe and the book that they inspired her to write.  

Bambi did not want to face the rest of her life 
stuck in suburbia, single, childless, and a bored has-
been.  So she sets off on a journey across the globe 
to combine her three greatest passions - food, travel 
and men, hoping to widen her horizons - and maybe 
her heart - along the way. 

Venue: Ferntree Gully Library
1010 Burwood Hwy, Ferntree Gully
Both events free 
Bookings at Ferntree Gully Library, phone 9800 

6455, or online on the Eastern Regional Libraries 
website - www.yourlibrary.com.au



Calling young writers
If you like writing, here are a couple of suggestions: 
The children who wrote about the story trail on 
Discovery Day all mentioned different things. Write 
a story about the Search for the Dog putting in all the 
facts they mentioned. 
Here are some questions to help you.

1. Where did the trail start?
2. Was there a dog in the kennel?
3. What did they follow on the footpaths?
4. What did the butcher give the dog?
5. Where did they find the dog?

Or you could write your own story about another 
lost dog.

We would love to see what you write.  
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The sun was out and adventure was in the air as many 
happy explorers took to the Children’s Mystery Trail 
in Ferntree Gully Village on Discovery Day to find the 
missing Swagman’s dog.

Where had he got to? Armed with a set of clues, a 
group of very clever children took to the trail of colourful 
paw-prints to track him down. Those who found the dog 
were rewarded with a prize from Gully News volunteer 
Alice Collins. Alice invited them to write about the 
search for the paper. Here are some of their stories.

Meg Hellyer

They found the Swagman’s dog

We found the dog. We worked together.  
Rhyleigh

The Swagman lost his dog and I helped him 
find it with my Nanna and sister Kira. 

The Swagman was sad and he wanted his dog 
back. His dog was not hurt and we found 
him, but he still looked sad. Dylan 

On Saturday we went for a little walk to 
Ferntree Gully Fair. We had to follow the 
dog’s footprints and we helped find the 
Swagman’s dog because he looked sad.  
Kirah

Where’s the dog? 
The dog was behind the Swagman, it was 
funny. We looked everywhere. We stopped 
to have a cupcake.   Tabitha

The journey to find the Swagman’s dog was 
a long one. First I had to count the red 
squares on the CFA sign. Then I went to the 
vet’s, followed by a trip to the butcher. Then 
I found a Christmas scene and followed the 
paw-prints to the Swagman and the dog was 
right behind him. Charlie

My time on the trail
On Discovery Day we journeyed from the 
CFA to find the Swagman’s dog. It was a 
fun adventure on the way. Coolest day 
ever! – Ella

Looking for the Dog
We started looking at the Fire Station. We 
went to the vet. The dog was not in the 
kennel. The butcher gave him a bone. Where 
the trains come, he found the Swagman.  
Alicia

We started at the CFA fire station looking 
for the Swagman’s dog. Then we went to 
the vet. Then the butcher, the baker, and 
the Opp Shop. Then we came back to find 
the Swagman.  Charli

I had to find the Swagman’s dog. Firstly I 
counted the squares on the CFA sign. I 
then went across the road to the vet and 
saw if the dog was there. Then I went to 
the butcher’s to see if the dog was getting a 
bone. It wasn’t. I then went across the road 
to the baker’s shop. I was about to give up 
when I saw the dog behind the Swagman!  
David

Gully News reader, Gordon Pascoe, caught the 
Swagman catching up with local news.
Thank you for the photo, Gordon.

Great works of art leave an indelible imprint on the 
mind. Hamlet, Michelangelo’s The Last Judgement, 
and the marketing blurb on a box of Whiskas 
munchies for senior cats, are among history’s most 
evocative works of art.

Recently, I revisited one of my favourites: 
Shakespeare’s The Tempest. 

I hear you protest in the tone which my humans 
reserve for their graceless vocal emissions upon my 
charming wake-up calls in the morning. I assure you 
this is unwarranted. 

The Tempest, while probably written in 1610/1611, 
displays certain qualities which point towards much 
more modern dramatical ideas and may be read as a 
study in meta-drama, where Shakespeare  analogises 
his role as the playwright with that of Prospero, the 
play’s protagonist. 

The plot
Prospero, the rightful duke of Milan, and his daughter 
Miranda have for twelve years lived stranded on an 
island, after Prospero’s brother Antonio unlawfully 
deposed him.

Prospero, also a ‘magician’ and being very learned,  
manipulates Ariel, a spirit living on the island, into 
applying his magical powers to conjure up a tempest 
causing Antonio, Alonso the king of Naples and 
Alonso’s son Ferdinand, to be shipwrecked on the 
island.

The shipwreck sets in motion a chain of events, 
carefully designed by Prospero, to ensure that he and 
Miranda receive their due.

The Prospero/Shakespeare analogy is, aside from 
textual references in the play, given credence in 
part because The Tempest is considered the last play 
Shakespeare wrote alone, and in part because it is 
the only play he wrote without any single source or 
adapting an already known work. As such, one might 
say it is all Shakespeare. When read in this light, 
it gives a thrilling insight into Shakespeare’s own 
contemplation of his role as a playwright, at a time 
when he could look back at an incredibly illustrious 
career.

Next on my reading list, is a tin titled Tuna Mornay. 
You may prefer a cereal packet.

Sparky

Sparky Reads



www.professionals.com.au Email: reception@abley.com.au
Shop 12 Mountain Gate Shopping Centre Ferntree Gully 9758 5858

8 languages spoken at this office

1 – 6 / 24 Bayswater Rd, Croydon Priced from $439,000

CENTRAL LOCATION 
It’s not just about the lifestyle that each and every one of these 
townhouses will provide once built. Enjoy the proximity and convenience 
that’s close to EastLink, neighbouring amenities that this location offers, 
including train, bus services, shops, schools and recreational facilities. 
Be the first to live in one of these high end quality homes, built by a 
reputable builder who will provide all the modern necessity and value 
as one would expect from a brand new home. Opportune Investors, 
take note, these new properties tick all the boxes adding a valuable 
investment to your portfolio.

Some options include:
• 2 or 3 bedrooms
• 1 or 2 living areas
• 1 or 2 bathrooms
• Single or Double garages
• Open living plan
• Stainless steel kitchen appliances 

with stone bench tops

• Ducted gas heating
• Cooling
• Double glazing
• Noise reducing insulation
• Sizes range from 137sqm 

to 166sqm

Arranged over two levels and each enjoying their own freestanding 
structure, choose a floor plan that’s right for you.
 
NOTE: Huge Stamp Duty Savings in Early Stages of Building!

For further details:
Ray Abley 0418 319 452, John Katselas 0411 110 997,
Michael Jang 0417 288 899, Ray Quon 0414 529 630,
Steven Kwek 0413 22 933


