
A community newspaper

FREE
Issue 32 – December 2014

Discovery Day 2014 promises to be the best yet

Free circulation to 9500 households and businesses in Ferntree Gully 

STATION
 STREET

Fish & Chips

Post Office

Newsagent

FoodWorks

Hills Op Shop Red FTG Café

Cherry Gay Florist

Vinnies Op Shop

Paddy’s Tavern

Mumbai Grill

Captain America’s

ATM

Bakery

Pizza

ALPINE STREET

STATION STREET

ALMA AVE

to
Burwood

Hwy

MOUNTAIN DISTRICT
LEARNING CENTRE

Uniting Church

8

7

2

The Hut Gallery

1
MDLC

FTG Cemetery

Map designed by Pete Rowe – Bulldog Creatrix © 2014

Rapture Café

6

5
Proudly supported by

Knox City CouncilCreative Marketing
CREATRIX

UNDERWOOD ROAD

Bakery Café

Fish & Chips

Salvos

Goldfins Café

Pizza

11

Masonic Hall

Angliss Op Shop

Chemist

ATM

Café Bliss

The Swag Man

9

CFA Brigade

4
3

The Cottage
(MDLC)

Uniting Church

10
The Avenue

Village Court

THE AVENUE

THE AVENUE

FTG Watch & Clock

ferntree gullyferntree gully
V I L L A G E

Railway Station

IGA

12

Main Stage

Round the 
Bend Café

Discovery Day in Ferntree Gully Village
Saturday 29 November, 10am-3pm

The theme is ‘Sharing the Stories 
of the Gully’ and there are  lots of 
ways to join in. There’s  Children’s 
Storytelling at the CFA and a 
Children’s Mystery Trail  around 
the village; cemetery tours for the 
stories of the pioneers; stories and 

displays of the Gully community 
groups.
Add to this the market, the music, 
the food and the frolics – all the fun 
of the fair. See the centre pages for 
a full list of events and attractions. 

Something
for

everyone
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Join the Gully News Team
We now have more than 50 wonderful 
volunteer walkers but we continue to look 
for more helpers. Especially with gathering 
or editing news and stories, with managing 
advertisements and delivering the paper. 
If you would like to help, contact Anne 
Boyd 9758 8278 or Jenny Ford 9758 1370, 
or call in at our office at No. 8 The Avenue, 
open Tuesdays 10.00am until 3.00pm or by 
appointment at other times.       
Editor:	Anne	Margot	Boyd	9758	8278
Office:	Heidi	Lighten,	Mary	Trinnie,	Pam	McConnell	and	
Judy	Wolff.
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and	others
Distribution Manager:	Jenny	Ford	9758	1370
Book-keeping:	John	Ford
Design and Formatting:	Dandystripes	Design
Illustration:	Pete	Rowe
Photography:	Barbara	Oehring,	Gary	Fevreau	and	others.
Community News:	Lynn	Brewster	and	Diana	Brown
Printed by	McPherson	Media	at	Newsprinters
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Find Ferntree Gully online
The	Ferntree	Gully	online	identity	is	growing.		
The	newspaper	website	is	ferntreegullynews.com
The	 Neighbourhood	 House,	Mountain	 District	
Learning	Centre	is	mdlc.com.au
Other	news	and	events:
ferntreegully.vic.au
lowergullytraders.com.au
mountaingateshoppingcentre.com.au

Discovery	Day,	 the	Village	Fair	 on	Saturday	 29	
November,	with	its	theme	‘Sharing	the	Stories	of	
the	Gully,’	aims	to	celebrate	the	special	character	of	
Ferntree	Gully.	The	theme	is	especially	appropriate	
this	year,	coming	so	soon	after	Knox	Council	has	put	
in	place	the	new	Structure	Plan	for	the	Village.	The	
Plan	places	limits	on	‘inappropriate	development’	
and	suggests	future	directions	for	a	community	who	
see	themselves	as	carers	of	a	special	environment.
It	 is	good	to	see	that	similar	plans	will	now	be	

developed	for	other	Foothills	townships.	Is	it	 too	
soon	to	see	this	as	the	beginning	of	a	much	bigger	
campaign	to	Save	the	Dandenong	Ranges?
Congratulations	 to	 all	 those	who	worked	 to	

formulate	 this	 Plan,	 especially	 Dobson	Ward	
Councillor	Karin	Orpen	and	her	fellow	Councillors	
over	the	past	five	years,	staff	at	Knox	Council,	many	
concerned	Gully	residents,	the	Traders	Association	
led	by	Des	Higginbotham,	 the	Mountain	District	
Learning	Centre	and	other	community	organisations.		
The	team	at	Gully	News	also	played	its	part	and	

it	 is	 encouraging	 to	 see	 our	 efforts	 at	 building	
community	 being	 recognised	 by	 Community	
Newspapers	Victoria,	the	Association	of	volunteer-
run	newspapers.	As	we	go	 to	Press	with	our	 last	
issue	for	2014	and	begin	to	think	of	new	ideas	for	
next	year,	we	thank	all	those	who	have	contributed	
in	any	way	to	the	paper.	We	wish	all	our	readers	
every	blessing	for	Christmas	and	the	New	Year.		

Anne Margot Boyd

Ferntree Gully News  August 2011Ferntree Gully News  December 2014

Gully News wins Award at State Conference
At	 the	 2014	Conference	 of	Community	
Newspapers	Victoria	 (CNAV),	Ferntree	
Gully	News	won	the	Annual	Award	for	Best	
Story	by	Someone	under	18.
The	 ‘someone’	was	 Jessica	Riordan,	 a	

Year	 10	 student	 from	Monbulk	College	
who	came	to	our	newspaper	office	for	work	
experience	 in	 June.	Her	 story	was	 about	
a		forthcoming	visit	to	Nepal	with	fellow	
students.	
Our	 paper	 was	 also	 one	 of	 the	 two	

runners-up	 in	 the	Award	 for	Best	 Paper	
Overall	and	in	the	Award	for	Best	Design	
and	Layout.	I	had	the	pleasure	of	being	at	
the	conference,	held	this	year	in	Caroline	
Springs,	 and	 I	 found	 the	 whole	 day	
extremely	interesting	–	an	eye-opener	for	a	person	
new	to	the	newspaper	industry.
Don	Watson		(the	well-known	author)	was	guest	

speaker	and	kept	us	amused	with	many	stories.	Look	
out	for	his	new	book,	The	Bush.	For	the	rest	of	the	
day	we	attended	workshops	full	of	tips	on	gathering	
content,	 building	 contacts,	 managing	 archives	
and	other	relevant	topics.	In	the	evening	came	the	
‘formal’	dinner	and	eagerly	awaited	Awards.	

The	 theme	 of	 the	 Conference	 was	 ‘Open	 to	
Change’.	Here	are	some	quotes	I	noted:

•	 Life	 is	 change,	 growth	 is	 optional;	 choose	
wisely

•	 Those	who	look	only	to	the	past	and	the	present	
are	certain	to	miss	the	future

•	 Change	is	difficult	–	not	changing	is	fatal
•	 Everybody	wants	 to	 change	 the	world	 but	

nobody	wants	to	change.

Sunday	was	a	bit	different	as	we	were	invited	to	
look	over	 the	new	 shop	premises	of	 the	Gisborne	
Gazette.	(They	are	a	few	years	ahead	of	Gully	News	
in	this,	but	maybe	who	knows,	one	day?)
If	 you	 ever	 have	 the	 chance	 to	 attend	 a	 similar	

conference	do	not	hesitate	to	accept.
Mary Trinnie

Volunteer, Office Admin, Ferntree Gully News

Mary	Trinnie	(right)	and	Anne	Boyd	at	the	CNAV	Conference	dinner.

Walkers wanted for Gully News
Thank	you	to	our	three	new	walkers	who	responded	
to	the	appeal	in	the	October	issue.	
I	would	like	to	wish	all	our	volunteer	walkers	and	

helpers	a	very	Happy	Christmas	and	 thank	you	all	
for	your	continued	support	in	delivering	our	fabulous	
Community	paper.
	We	 still	 have	 a	 number	 of	 areas	 not	 receiving	

the	 paper	 and	 they	 are	mainly	 off	Hancock	Road	
in	Mountain	Gate,	 some	 off	 Johnson	Drive	 and	
McMahons	Road,	and	areas	around
Trafalgar	Street,	 and	Blackwood	Park	Drive.	 	 If	

you	have	an	hour	to	spare	once	every	two	months	and	
would	like	to	help	with	our	deliveries	please	contact	
me	on	9758-1370.
Also	we	 are	 looking	 for	 another	 volunteer	with	

car	to	help	with	deliveries	to	the	walkers	on	the	day	
when	the	papers	are	delivered	to	the	Ferntree	Gully	
Newsagency.	

Jenny Ford, Distribution Manager
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Councillor’s Column

During	 the	 recent	 last-minute	 lobbying	 and	final	
adoption	 of	 the	Ferntree	Gully	Village	Structure	
Plan,	which	now	aligns	the	business	zoned	land	in	
the	Ferntree	Gully	Village	with	 the	neighbouring	
residential	 heights,	 I	was	 reminded	 of	 a	 passage	
in	The	Story	of	the	Dandenongs	written	by	Helen	
Coulson.	It	referred	to	debate	in	1923	regarding	the	
protection	of	the	foothills.	The	then	Shire	of	Ferntree	
Gully	 had,	 in	 1917,	 passed	 a	 by-law	prescribing	
a	minimum	 quarter-acre	 building	 block,	which	
according	to	Coulson,	‘brought	prosperity	for	five	
or	six	local	speculators’.
The	despoiling	of	the	hills	that	resulted	from	this	

indiscriminate	 subdivision	provoked	a	 state-wide	
controversy,	 and	 shortly	 after	 his	 election	 to	 the	
Council	in	1923,	Cr	G	H	(now	Sir	George)	Knox	
endeavoured	to	introduce	a	by-law	prohibiting	the	
erection	of	a	building	on	land	less	than	half-an-acre	
in	 area.	Cr	Knox	 said	 he	believed	 the	 forest-like	
appearance	of	the	Dandenongs	should	be	preserved	
and	 people	 should	 be	 given	 elbow-room	 as	 a	
contrast	to	life	in	the	metropolis.
Sir	George’s	motion	to	increase	minimum	lot	sizes	

from	a	quarter	acre	to	half	an	acre	was	defeated	and	
the	quarter-acre	blocks	won	the	day.
The	present	day	community	of	the	Ferntree	Gully	

Village	 area	 have	 certainly	 demonstrated	 their	
affection	for,	and	desire	to	protect	this	area.		
I	 sincerely	 thank	 all	 who	 responded	 to	 our	

surveys	 and	 attended	 the	 many	 workshops,	
providing	 feedback	 and	 quite	 spirited	 and	
passionate	viewpoints,	enabling	Council	to	submit	
to	the	Government,	the	strategic	justification	for	the	
planning	amendment.
I	am	sure	that	Sir	George	Knox,	after	whom	our	

city	is	named,	would	have	been	pleased.
My	very	best	wishes	to	you	all	for	a	safe	and	happy	

festive	season	and	a	wonderful	2015.
Cr Karin Orpen

Dobson Ward Councillor 

At	 their	 recent	AGM,	 the	 Lower	Gully	Traders	
Association	President	Des	Higginbotham	welcomed	
the	 new	Structure	 Plan	 for	 the	Village	 Shopping	
Centre.	 	The	Association	had	worked	hard	 for	 this	
outcome	for	several	years	and	could	now	concentrate	
on	achieving	the	future	improvements	suggested	in	
the	Plan.		
The	 secretary,	 Janet	 Claringbold,	manager	 of	

Mountain	 District	 Learning	 Centre,	 was	 also	
optimistic	about	the	future	of	the	Village.		She	thanked	
especially	Cr	Orpen		for	her	active		participation	in	the	
process		and	her	support	in	protecting	the	character	
of	the	Village.		
Discovery	Day,	 the	Village	Fair	 on	Saturday	 29	

November,	with	 its	 theme	 ‘Sharing	 the	Stories	 of	
the	Gully’,	will	be	something	of	a	celebration	of	the	
special	 character	 of	 	 Ferntree	Gully.	The	meeting	
thanked	Knox	Council	 for	 the	grant	 for	Discovery	
Day.	Their	support	makes	possible	this	showcasing	
of	the	all	the	things	Ferntree	Gully	Village,	its	traders,	
residents	and	community	organisations	have	to	offer.	

Traders welcome new Plan 
for Village

State election
The	Victorian	State	 election	will	 be	 on	Saturday 
29 November 2014	 and	voting	 is	 compulsory.	All	
Australian	 citizens	 over	 the	 age	 of	 18,	 living	 in	
Victoria,	must	enrol	and	vote.

Polling stations in Ferntree Gully on 29 November 
are:
•	 Fairhills	Primary	School,	Manuka	Drive
•	 Ferntree	 Gully	 Senior	 Citizens	 Hall,	 160	

Underwood	Road
•	 Ferntree	Gully	Community	Centre,	1010	Burwood	

Highway
•	 Glengollan	Village	Clubrooms,	Hutton	Avenue
•	 Wattleview	Primary	School,	Wattleview	Road
•	 Kent	Park	Primary	School,	Greenaway	Drive
•	 Mountain	Gate	Primary	School,	Adele	Avenue

Early voting	(17-28	November)	is	at	EO	–	ECV,	Unit	
3/794	Burwood	Highway

Kim Wells MP Nick Wakeling MP
  03 9764 8988   www.kimwells.com.au   03 9758 6011   www.nickwakeling.com.au

Your local Liberal members are committed 
to delivering for Ferntree Gully

 $1.1 million Ferntree Gully Station  
 car park upgrade

 $8 million for Fairhills High School  
 Stage One upgrade

ADVERTISEMENT

Authorised by D. Mantach, 104 Exhibition St, Melbourne.
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Upcycled, quality and quirky, the new buzz 
words  
In	 late	 September,	 the	 not-for-profit	 organisation	
Villa	Maria	opened	a	new	store	at	the	Mountain	Gate	
Shopping	Centre	 in	Ferntree	Gully.	 	With	 a	blank	
canvas	to	work	with,	the	store	is	a	new	take	on	an	
old	favourite.
But	that’s	not	all.	Villa	Maria	is	thinking	outside	

the	op	shop	box	and	has	launched	a	new	‘Handmade’	
brand,	which	 gives	 fresh	 life	 to	 items	 that	would	
otherwise	be	unfit	for	sale	or	sold	for	just	a	couple	
of	dollars.
Tea	 towels,	 shirts	 and	 old	 stuffing	 are	 being	

‘upcycled’	into	stunning	designer	vintage	cushions,	
while	odds	and	ends	of	wool	are	knitted	into	colourful	
blankets.		Upcycling	is	the	trend	of	converting	old	
materials	or	useless	products	into	new	materials	or	
products	of	better	quality.
In	addition,	the	organisation	has	started	collaborating	

with	Swinburne	University	Visual	Merchandising	
students.	The	 students	 used	garments	 from	 the	op	
shop	sorting	facility	in	Wantirna	to	display	in	their	
pop-up	shop	project.
Retail	Manager	Paul	Goggin	says	op	shops	have	a	

future,	but	one	that	is	quite	different	from	30	years	
ago.

Thinking outside the op-shop box

Sue	Curtis,	Villa	Maria	op	shop	manager	(left)	with	
Astrid	Mouzon,	volunteer	staff	member.	Photo	by	Alex	
Ruschanow.

Gone	are	the	stores	overflowing	with	clothes	and	
bric-a-brac.	Instead,	the	focus	is	on	quality,	quirky	
fashion	 and	 homewares	 that	 are	 displayed	 in	 a	
modern,	visually	appealing	way.
Mr	Goggin	says	it’s	also	important	to	see	the	shops	

as	another	public	face	of	Villa	Maria	and	help	people	
connect	with	 the	 organisation,	 including	 raising	
awareness	 about	 how	 their	money	 is	 helping	 the	
organisation	 provide	 services	 to	 older	 people	 and	
people	with	disabilities.
‘I	think	there	will	always	be	a	need	for	the	local	op	

shop	in	the	community,’	he	said.	‘But	there’s	a	big	
push	to	meet	the	demand	for	online	shopping,	so	we	
must	look	at	how	we	develop	our	presence	beyond	
the	traditional	shop.’	
Mr	Goggin	says	Villa	Maria	has	a	strong	support	

base	in	Knox	because	of	the	aged	care	and	disability	
services	it	provides	at	its	site	in	Stud	Road,	Wantirna.
‘We	want	 to	build	 a	 long-term	 relationship	with	

the	Ferntree	Gully	community	with	our	new	store,	so	
we’re	making	sure	it’s	a	great	fit	for	locals,’	he	said.
If	 you	 or	 someone	 you	 know	would	 like	 to	

volunteer	 in	 the	 new	 Ferntree	Gully	 store,	 visit	
villamaria.com.au	and	click	on	Get	Involved,	or	call	
Volunteer	Services	on:	9855	7755.

About Villa Maria 
Villa	Maria	 is	 a	 values-based,	 not-for-profit	
organisation	 providing	 quality	 services	 and	 life	
enhancing	opportunities	for	older	people,	children	
and	adults	with	a	disability,	their	families	and	carers.
Established	in	1907	as	the	Catholic	Braille	Writers	

Association,	Villa	Maria	has	grown	to	become	one	
of	Victoria’s	 largest	 not-for-profit	 providers	 of	
disability,	education	and	senior	services	with	more	
than	60	programs	supporting	5,000	people	across	
the	state	and	southern	New	South	Wales.
Every	day	of	the	year,	1,200	staff	and	300-plus	

volunteers	respond	to	the	unique	needs	of	the	people	
and	families	we	support	with	openness,	innovation,	
creativity	and	flexibility.

Mercedes and Jack in Japan
Winner	 of	 this	month’s	Photo	Competition	 is	
Mercedes	Ellis,	who	writes,	‘On	a	recent	family	
holiday	to	Japan	visiting	friends,	we	took	our	
18	month	old	son	Jack	and	the	latest	edition	of	
the	Gully	News!	
‘This	photo	was	taken	at	our	exotic	location,	

Fushimi	 Inari	 Shrine	 in	Kyoto,	 Japan.	After	
walking	through	a	tunnel	of	orange	gates,	Jack	
and	I	stopped	for	a	moment	to	catch	up	on	the	
Gully	news!’		
Congratulations	 to	Mercedes	who	wins	 a	

$50	voucher	 for	 dinner	 at	 the	Ferntree	Gully	
Bowling	Club.	
We	 invite	 our	 readers	 to	 have	 themselves	

photographed	 reading	Ferntree	Gully	News	
overseas,	or	in	an	exotic	location	and	email	the	
photo	to	gullynews@gmail.com	
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Message from the Chairman
On	behalf	 of	 the	Board	of	Directors	 and	 the	 staff	 of	
Knox	Community	Financial	Services	Ltd,	I	extend	to	
our	customers	and	supporters	my	very	sincere	wishes	for	
a	safe	and	prosperous	Christmas.		I	trust	that	2015	will	
bring	health	and	happiness	to	you	and	your	loved	ones.
During	 2014	 our	 company	 continued	 to	 support	

those	 organisations	 that	 have	made	 a	 positive	 input	
to	 our	 community	while	 contributing	 to	 the	 success	
we	have	 enjoyed	during	 the	 year.	Knox	Community	
Financial	Services	Ltd	has	now	provided	$2.5M	to	local	
organisations	since	our	inception	as	a	small	community	
bank	only	15	years	ago.
We	look	forward	to	your	continued	support	in	2015	

and	for	many	years	to	come.
Hurtle Lupton OAM, JP

Chairman, Knox Community Financial Services Ltd

Collection point for Foothills 
Community Care
As	in	previous	years,	the	Ferntree	Gully	Branch	of	Knox	
Community	Bank®	Group	will	 be	 a	 collection	 point	
for	 donations	 of	Christmas	 gifts	 and	 non-perishable	
foodstuffs	for	local	charity	Foothills	Community	Care.		

An	 ongoing	 project	 for	 the	Community	Bank®	 is	 to	
provide	defibrillators	to	community	groups	within	the	
area	where	many	people	congregate.		A	defibrillator	is	an	
important	first	aid	device	when	there	is	a	cardiac	event,	
and	can	help	achieve	a	better	outcome	for	individuals.
Recently,	 Chairman	Hurtle	 Lupton,	 Community	

Bank®	CEO	 John	Surridge	 and	 local	 bank	Manager	
Tina	 Leslie	 attended	 a	 presentation	 ceremony	 at	
Knoxbrooke	to	hand	over	a	defibrillator.		This	agency	
offers	a	range	of	programs	and	opportunities	designed	
to	enhance	independence	and	maximise	quality	of	life	
for	people	with	disabilities.		The	Day	Program	supports	
112	participants	and	employs	60	staff	to	support	these	
participants.	 	The	addition	of	a	defibrillator	will	help	
provide	peace	of	mind	for	staff,	participants	and	their	
families.
Another	 defibrillator	 was	 presented	 to	 local	

woodworkers	at	Knox	&	District	Woodworkers	Club	Inc	
by	Chairman	Hurtle	Lupton	and	Manager	Tina	Leslie.		
The	Community	Bank®	has	been	a	strong	supporter	of	
this	Club	since	the	bank’s	inception.

Handover	of	defibrillator	to	staff	and	participants	at	
Knoxbrooke

Hughie	Gaynor	accepting	the	defibrillator	
from	Chairman	Hurtle	Lupton	and	Manager	
Tina	Leslie

Community Bank® enters its 15th 
year
The	 Community	 Bank®	 Branch	 model	 enables	
stakeholders	 to	 play	 an	 active	 role	 in	 enhancing	 the	
long	term	prospects	of	their	district	and	have	a	say	in	
the	manner	in	which	profits	are	distributed	back	to	their	
communities.	The	Branches	also	provide	communities	
with	the	certainty	of	banking	services	enabling	customers	
to	bank	in	the	way	they	want,	whether	that	be	face	to	
face	with	a	manager	at	each	Branch,	electronically	or	
over	the	phone.
November	marked	 the	 anniversary	 of	 the	Ferntree	

Gully	Community	Bank®	 branch.	 	This	Community	
Bank®	branch	opened	for	business	 in	 late	2000	after	
the	departure	of	 the	 last	of	 the	big	 four	banks	 in	 the	
Village.		The	bank	is	owned	by	many	local	shareholders	
and	due	to	success	in	the	last	fourteen	years	has	grown	
to	incorporate	another	branch	at	Rowville	and	an	agency	
in	Scoresby	Village.		
The	Branches	and	agency	offer	a	full	array	of	banking	

services	 as	well	 as	 providing	 friendly	 professional	
service	 to	 all	 our	 customers.	After	 14	 years,	 the	
community	 company	which	 the	 community	 started	
continues	to	contribute	to	securing	a	prosperous	future	
for	 the	community.	 	With	 the	support	of	 locals	using	
the	bank’s	services,	the	bank	will	continue	to	keep	the	
funds	flowing	back	into	the	community	via	sponsorships,	
donations	and	community	grants.

Defibrillators donated to local 
community groups

Foothills	Community	Care	provide	a	weekly	community	
meal	 and	 annual	 community	 Christmas	 lunch	 for	
hundreds	of	local	disadvantaged	within	our	community.		
Help	us	to	help	them	by	donating	a	gift	or	two	or	some	
food.		It	will	be	put	to	great	use.		The	Community	Bank®	
is	 a	proud	 supporter	of	 the	wonderful	work	done	by	
Foothills	Community	Care.	Donations	 can	be	 left	 at	
the	Community	Bank®	from	the	middle	of	November.

Knox Community Bank® Group

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879.  S49257-12 (229918_v1) (30/10/2014) bendigobank.com.au

Seasons greetings.
From all of us at Ferntree Gully Community Bank® Branch, best wishes 
for the holiday season and thank you for your loyalty and support.

Drop into your nearest branch at 67 Station Street, Ferntree Gully or 
phone 9756 0332.
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Proudly sponsored by 
Alan Tudge,

Federal MP for Aston

Are	you	a	Carer	for	someone	who	is	frail	aged,	or	
suffering	 from	memory	 loss	or	dementia?	Do	you	
need	a	break?	
The	Haven	Day	Centre	 in	Boronia	provides	day	

respite	 in	 a	 welcoming,	 homelike	 atmosphere.	
The	program	provides	 a	 variety	 of	 structured	 and	
social	 programs	 four	 days	 per	week,	 aiming	 to	
bring	 enjoyment,	 enhance	 	 independence,	 giving	
consideration	to	individual	needs,	while	giving	those	
that	care	for	them	much	needed	time	for	themselves.
We	 are	 also	 here	 to	 give	 support	 to	 the	Carers	

through	Carer	meetings,	mutual	encouragement	and	
individual	support.	Our	centre	is	a	government	Home	
and	Community	Care	(HACC)	funded	agency	and	
follows	HACC	guidelines.
For	more	 information	 contact	 the	Co-ordinator,	

Heather	Clarke,	on	9762	8423.	

Carer respite at The Haven Day 
Centre

At	the	Ferntree	Gully	Cricket	Club	(FTGCC)	there	is	
an	exciting	development	occurring	during	the	2014-
15	cricket	season.
In	 partnership	with	 Special	Olympics	Victoria	

(SOV)	the	club	has	established	an	All	Abilities	Cricket	
Team.	Regular	weekly	training	has	commenced	every	
Wednesday,	5.30pm	at	the	Ferntree	Gully	Recreation	
Reserve,	Glenfern	Rd,	Ferntree	Gully.
Earlier	in	the	year	the	cricket	club	was	fortunate	to	

receive	a	grant	of	$2500	from	the	local	Bendigo	Bank	
to	go	 towards	purchasing	training	and	competition	
uniforms	 for	 the	 team.	The	photo	shows	Nick	and	
Mark	in	the	new	gear.
A	regular	competition	schedule	is	being	put	together	

for	 the	2014-15	 season	by	Cricket	Victoria	 and	 in	
consultation	with	 the	 cricket	 clubs	 that	 have	 	All	
Abilities	cricket	teams.
‘Establishing	 a	 regular	 cricket	 competition	 has	

been	our	long	term	goal	for	people	with	a	disability.	
Working	with	local	cricket	clubs	also	gives	the	players	
an	 opportunity	 to	 play	with	 a	 club’s	main	 stream	

Cricket Club welcomes All Abilities team

team	 if	 they	 so	wish’,	 said	Kevin	O’Byrne,	 SOV	
State	Manager.
The	FTGCC	All	Abilities	Cricket	Team	is	recruiting	

new	 players,	 so	 come	 on	 down	 to	 training	 on	 a	
Wednesday	 evening	 or	 if	 you	would	 like	 further	
information	 on	 how	you	 can	 get	 involved,	 please	
contact	either	Mal	McLean	(FTGCC)	on	0407	532	
316	or	Kevin	O’Byrne	(SOV)	on	03	9877	2769.
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It	is	hard	to	believe,	but	Christmas	has	come	around	
again	and	we	are	about	to	begin	2015.		
During	the	Christmas	holidays	our	hospitals,	police	

stations	and	our	fire	stations	are	filled	with	dedicated	
doctors,	 nurses,	 police	 officers	 and	 fire	 fighters.	
Throughout	 the	year,	 they	work	hard	 for	our	 local	
community	and	often	put	in	long	hours	where	they	put	
themselves	in	danger	to	keep	us	safe.	Just	because	it	is	
the	Christmas	holidays,	doesn’t	mean	their	jobs	stop.		
Christmas	 is	a	 time	for	giving	and	receiving,	 for	

spending	 time	with	 family	 and	 friends,	 and	 it	 is	 a	
time	 to	give	 thanks	and	 to	 reflect	on	 the	events	of	
the	past	year.
So	I	thank	the	nurses,	the	doctors,	the	police,	the	

firies	 and	 the	 emergency	 services	 personnel	who	
might	be	missing	a	Christmas	lunch	or	dinner,	a	family	
BBQ	or	time	with	loved	ones	because	they	are	keeping	
our	community	safe.	

A Christmas message

Whilst	Christmas	can	become	a	hectic	 time	with	
social	engagements,	shopping,	organising	events	and	
getting	away	on	a	much	needed	break,	for	many	it	
can	be	a	time	of	enormous	stress	or	loneliness.	It	is	
during	this	time	that	our	community	volunteers	play	
such	an	important	role.	Many	help	in	providing	food	
or	shelter	to	those	less	fortunate,	or	give	up	some	of	
their	time	for	the	local	Salvos	or	a	community	group.	
Thank	 you	 to	 all	 of	 you	who	 have	 heeded	 the	

Christmas	 spirit	 and	helped	 those	 less	 fortunate	 in	
our	community.	
You	are	what	makes	Knox	great.		

Merry Christmas
Alan Tudge

Federal Member for Aston 

Instead	 of	 embracing	Hallowe’en	 this	 year,	 the	
Watermelon	girls	from	the	Ferntree	Gully	Girl	Guides	
put	in	an	huge	effort	to	collect	just	over	200	cans	of	
non-perishable	foods	from	local	houses	surrounding	
their	 guide	 hall.	They	 choose	 to	 collect	 food	 cans	
instead	of	a	‘treat’	each	year	and	the	food	is	donated	
to	a	selected	charity.	This	year	 the	girls	decided	to	
donate	their	collected	cans	to	Vinnies	and	Anglicare.	
The	 Girl	 Guides	 of	 Ferntree	 Gully	 and	 their	

appreciative	leaders	would	like	to	sincerely	thank	the	
local	residents	who	kindly	donated	so	generously!
Enrolments for Girl Guides in Ferntree 
Gully for 2015 are now open! Contact Jane 
regarding information, 0408 505 661

A new twist on Hallowe’en
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‘Year’s end is neither an end nor 
a beginning but a going on, with 
all the wisdom that experience can 
instil in us.’ (Hal Borland)

The end of year is almost upon us, 
hard to believe isn’t it? Before we 
know it another school year will be 

over, Christmas decorations will be everywhere and 
summer will have well and truly set in.  Remember 
to spare a thought for those less fortunate; the festive 
season can be a lonely time for some. Stay safe and 
do more of what makes you happy. I hope to see you 
all again in the New Year.   

 Diana Brown

Knox Carols by Candlelight
Knox	Carols	by	Candlelight	promises	to	be	bigger	
and	better	than	ever	this	year.	It	is	the	perfect	
way	to	kick	off	the	festive	season.	The	night	will	
commence	at	4pm	with	a	host	of	activities	for	
the	kids	including	face	painters,	a	fairground,	a	
spectacular	variety	of	food	and	an	abundance	of	
Christmas	art	and	craft	workshops.	Event	super	star	
Santa	will	drop	in	to	share	some	Christmas	cheer,	
before	the	night	sky	will	be	lit	up	with	a	magical	
fireworks	display.	So	pencil	the	date	into	your	
calendar,	this	is	a	not	to	be	missed	free	event	for	
the	entire	family.

Where:	Wally	Tew	Reserve	-	Brenock	Park	Drive,	
Ferntree	Gully
When:	Saturday	6	December	2014
Time:	4pm	to	10pm	
For	more	information	go	to:		www.knox.vic.gov.
au/carols

Share the Joy 
This	Christmas	it	is	possible	to	make	a	difference	
for	someone	doing	it	tough	in	our	community	
by	joining	in	and	supporting	the	2014	Knox	
Community	Support	‘Sharing	the	Joy’	appeal.	The	
project	combines	the	resources	of	10	organisations	
in	Knox	to	deliver	support	to	individuals	and	
families	in	our	community	at	Christmas.		There	
are	many	ways	you	can	support	this	worthwhile	
appeal,	such	as	organising	a	fundraiser,	have	a	
wishing	tree	at	your	organisation,	make	a	donation	
of	food,	money	or	gift	vouchers	and	new	toys,	
volunteer	your	time	to	assist	with	transporting	
goods,	packing	and	sorting	donations.			

For	more	information	contact	Katrina	Highman	on	
9761	1325	or	go	to	the	website	www.givenow.com.
au/sharethejoy.

Ferntree Gully Community Arts Centre
Nestled	in	a	peaceful	bushland	setting	at	the	base	
of	the	Dandenong	Ranges,	the	Ferntree	Gully	
Community	Arts	Centre	is	the	perfect	venue	to	
explore	your	creativity.	It	offers	a	range	of	art	
classes	and	workshops	with	a	focus	on	pottery	for	
adults	and	children.	The	venue	is	available	to	hire	

and	shares	the	building	with	the	local	Ferntree	
Gully	Library.	This	certainly	is	a	hub	of	activity	
and	creativity	also	offering	gentle	fitness	activities	
and	school	holiday	workshops.
Where:	1010	Burwood	Highway,	Ferntree	Gully
Phone:	9758	9180
Email:	knoxarts@knox.vic.gov.au
For	more	information	go	to	
http://www.knox.vic.gov.au/Page/Page.aspx?Page_
Id=3048

Interchange - Outer East
Interchange	Outer	East	programs	and	services	offer	
support,	opportunities	and	choice	to	children	and	
young	people	with	disabilities	and	their	families,	
living	in	Melbourne’s	outer	eastern	region.	
Interchange	also	supports	families	with	children	
who	have	disabilities	through	Sibling	Support	
Groups,	Camps,	Holiday	Program	and	by	linking	
families	with	volunteer	hosts.
Where:	5–7	Yose	Street,	Ferntree	Gully	VIC	3156
Phone:		9758	5522
Hours of Operation:		Monday-Friday,		9am-5pm
For	more	information	go	to	www.ioe.org.au

Relationships website for young people 
(secondary school age)
Young	Victorians	attending	secondary	school	now	
have	a	website	exclusively	focused	on	relationships	
called	‘Love;	the	good,	the	bad	and	the	ugly’
It	is	based	on	young	people’s	stories	about	modern	
relationships	and	covers	topics	like	-	Am	I	ready	
for	sex?;	Should	I	be	friends	with	my	ex?;	Online	
dating	tips,	how	to	ask	someone	out,	or	how	to	
end	it	when	the	relationship	isn’t	working.	The	
site	tackles	many	difficult	issues	and	does	not	shy	
away	from	providing	straight	ahead	advice	on	such	
things	as;	digital	age	issues,	friends	with	benefits	
issues	and	relationships	with	older	people.
http://lovegoodbadugly.com

Probus Club of Ferntree Gully
Combined	Probus	Club	of	Ferntree	Gully	meets	
at	Carrington	Park	Activities	centre,	Knoxfield	on	
the	fourth	Wednesday	of	the	month	and	they	are	
always	looking	for	new	members.	Probus	Club	
of	Ferntree	Gully	provides	social	contact	and	
fellowship	as	well	as	outings	to	interesting	venues.
Where:	20	O’Connor	Road,	Knoxfield	
When:	Fourth	Wednesday	of	the	month
Meeting time:		9.30am	to	12pm
For	more	information	call:	9887	2338

Parents without Partners - Knox Branch
If	you	are	a	parent	without	a	partner	there	is	no	
reason	to	stay	at	home	alone.	Why	not	go	along	
to	one	of	the	friendly	functions	held	by	Parents	
Without	Partners	and	meet	people	in	a	similar	
situation,	have	a	chat,	and	make	new	friends.	
Children	are	welcome	but	must	be	supervised	by	
parents	at	all	time.	
Where:		Wantirna	Club,	350	Stud	Rd,	Wantirna	
New	members	night	start	at	7pm
Please	phone	and	book	in	advance	on	0452273337

Mi Place - (Tin Shed Belgrave)
Mi	Place	is	a	centre	where	free	support	and	
friendship	to	individuals	and	families	is	provided	
for	people	in	the	Hills	and	beyond.	Feel	free	to	
drop	in	and	have	a	quiet	seat	on	their	couch,	or	
connect	up	with	others,	have	a	cup	of	tea,	coffee	
or	chocolate,		join	in	a	game	of	pool	or	have	a	hot	
shower	if	you	do	not	have	access	to	one.
They	offer:	cuppas	and	morning	tea	and	many	
other	activities.
There	is	also	a	FREE	2	course	meal	on	the	2nd	

and	4th	Tuesday	of	each	month	from	5:00pm	
to	7:00	pm.	This	is	run,	not	by	Mi	Place	but	by	
Tucker,	at	the	Tin	Shed,	and	made	possible	by	the	
Combined	Catholic	Churches	in	the	Dandenong	
Ranges.	
Where:	1623	Burwood	Hwy,	Belgrave		(at	the	Tin	
Shed)
Phone:	9754	1700
Email:		mi.place@optusnet.com.au
For	more	information	go	to		http://www.drers.org.
au/mi-place/

Foundation 49
Each	year	in	Australia	more	than	four	men	die	
every	hour	from	conditions	that	are	potentially	
preventable.	Foundation	49	is	dedicated	to	
improving	the	health	status	of	men	across	each	
decade	of	life.	Significant	numbers	of	male-
related	health	problems	such	as	high	blood	
pressure,	diabetes,	heart	disease,	prostate	cancer,	
testicular	cancer,	infertility	and	colon	cancer	
could	be	detected	and	treated	more	effectively	if	
men’s	awareness	of	these	problems	was	greater.	
Foundation	49	is	a	great	tool	for	men	to	help	with	
accessing	GP	and	other	health	services	as	well	as	
providing	a	quick	online	health	check	visit	which	I	
must	admit	was	very	interesting	indeed.			
www.49.com.au

GROW - Better Together Carers Group
GROW	is	a	national	community	mental	health	
movement.	Since	1957,	they	have	been	providing	
free	and	on-going	peer	support	to	carers	and	
consumers	via	their	peer	support	groups.	Their	
vision	is:	empowering	individuals	to	create	the	
personal	change	that	leads	to	social	and	emotional	
wellbeing	and	re-engagement	in	the	community.	
These	carers	groups	are	for	family	and	friends	of	
those	affected	by	mental	health	issues.	Free	and	
confidential	meetings	are	held	twice	a	month	at	
Upper	Ferntree	Gully,	Scoresby,	Glen	Waverley	
and	Box	Hill.
For	more	information	go	to	http://www.grow.net.
au/	or	call	1800	558	268

Knox Italian Club
Sunday	December	14,	yearly	Children’s	Christmas	
Party	 from	12	 noon	 to	 5pm,	 Free	 Face	 Painting,	
Balloon	Magic	sculptures	and	more...
Santa	arriving	approximately	2pm,	all	members’	

families	 welcome	 with	 their	 children	 and	
grandchildren.
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Brief Notices
Please send any alterations or additions to 
gullynews@gmail.com

Angliss Hospital Auxiliary 9763 4803 Denise 
Gravatt

FTG Arts Society The Hut Gallery 9758 8955, 
Sundays 11am-4pm

FTG Community Care 8711 8677

FTG Cricket Club. Malcolm McLean 0407 532 316 , 
playing at  Wally Tew Reserve

FTG District Guides Rebecca Court 0409 930 272

FTG Lioness Club 9723 9614 Doris Drummond, 1st 
and 3rd Mondays 10.30 am

FTG Senior Citizens 9758 2990, Thursdays 11am-
3pm

FTG TOWN  Club Helen Ford 9842 1738

FTG VIEW Club Isabel	9758	5435,	fourth	Mondays,	
Knox	Club	11.30am

Fourth Knox Scout Group Mel	Doyle	0457460313

Friends of Blind Creek Billabong Fay 9758 4802

Friends of Koolunga Native Reserve  Moyra 
Farrington 9762 5102

Gully TOWN Club Leslie 9762 1534, Tuesdays 7pm

Knox District Woodworkers Club Albert	Bak	9758	
4849

Knox Environment Society Irene Kelly 9763 8069

Knox Historical Society 9758 6722 Ambleside, 
Sundays 
11am - 4pm

Knox Toy Library  10am-12pm	Fridays	and	Saturdays	
0424	265	790

 Lower Gully Traders Association  9758 7859 2nd 
Wednesday 5.30pm, Studio at MDLC

Lions Club of Rowville Julie Young 9754 4027, 2nd 
& 4th Wednesday  

MDLC Philosophy Group 9758 7859, Fridays 9.15-
11.45am

Probus, FTG Gwen, 9755 8378, Fourth Wednesday, 
Carrington Park

Rotary Club of FTG  Rob Dawson 9758 2978, 
Mondays 6.45pm 

U3A 9752 2737, 9am-3.30pm during term time

As at 7/11/2014. Compiled by Pam McConnell

New Years Eve Dinner Dance 6.30pm-1am
Live	 music,	 4	 course	 meal,	 supper,	 sparkling	
spumante		and	panettone	included.	For	ticket	pricing	
and	bookings	Call:	Angela	Maffia	 9762	1465,	 Jill	
Caron	 9800	 1268,	Anna	Caron	 9801	 8137,	Anna	
Falcone	9801	3143

Gully TOWN (Take off weight naturally) 
Club
Spring	is	here	and	summer	is	not	far	away.
Time	to	think	about	the	new	you.
We	are	a	small	friendly	low	cost	club	interested	in	
helping	each	other	to	lose	weight	naturally	through	
healthy	eating	and	exercise.	New	members	always	
welcome.	Please	feel	free	to	come	to	a	meeting	and	
see	how	we	can	help	you	to	achieve	your	goal.
Where:	Senior	Citizens	hall,	Underwood	Road,	FTG
When:	Tuesdays	from	7.00pm
Phone:	Lesley	,	9762	1534	or	John,	9754	1151

Knox Social and Community Health (KSCH)
Life!
Helping	you	prevent	diabetes,	heart	disease	and	
stroke.	The	Life!	course	provides	an	individual	
session	to	identify	your	risk	factors	and	five	group	
sessions	across	six	months.	This	course	offers	the	
skills,	support	and	expert	advice	needed	to	make	
lifestyle	choices	for	your	health.	
Where:	KSCH	Shire	Hall	–	1063	Burwood	Hwy.		
Ferntree	Gully
When:		Next	group	will	be	held	in	2015.
For	more	information	contact	the	friendly	reception	
team	on	9757	6200.
Dose Adjustment for Normal Eating (DAFNE)
A course for people with Type 1 Diabetes.
DAFNE	is	a	five-day	course	to	assist	people	with	
Type	1	Diabetes	eat	the	foods	they	like,	and	adjust	
their	insulin	doses	accordingly.The	comprehensive	
and	structured	program,	facilitated	by	diabetes	
nurse	educators	and	dietitians	covers:
Carbohydrate	estimation	and	insulin	adjustment
Blood	glucose	monitoring	regimes	and	exercise
Hypos,	illness	and	all	aspects	which	affect	blood	
glucose	levels.
Where:	KSCH	Wantirna	Site	–	unit	1/	603	Boronia	
Road,	Wantirna
When:		Commencing	in	2015
Further	Details:	Pre-course	assessment	essential-	
call	reception	on	9757	6200.	

Walking Groups in Knox 
Walking	can	improve	health	and	strengthen	social	
and	community	connections.	Living	in	the	city	
of	Knox	we	are	fortunate	to	have	many	walking	
groups.	Walking	Groups	are	free	and	have	local	
volunteer	walk	organisers	leading	each	group	on	a	
designated	walking	route	through	their	community.		
Walking	groups	are	a	great	way	for	community	
members	to	make	new	friends	and	look	after	their	
health.	
For	more	information	or	to	download	the	list	of	
current	walking	groups	in	Knox	go	to		http://www.
knox.vic.gov.au/Files/Current_Knox_walking_
groups.pdf

featuring 

Saturday  
6 December 2014

Proudly supported by Knox Mitsubishi, 
Channel  7 and QUEST Apartments.

with special guests 
the Australian Navy Band, Peppa Pig & Dora the Explorer

Katie Noonan, Fatai V, 
Daniel Kelaart & Emma Pask

Children’s program 4pm 
     Carols by Candelight 8pm

Principal Sponsor

at Wally Tew Reserve, Ferntree Gully 
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Ferntree Gully Walk No.2 A wildlife walk

Gully	News	Issue	31	introduced	a	bushwalk	around	
Ferntree	Gully,	with	accompanying	directions	on	the	
website.	This	issue	offers	a	second	walk,	which	I	was	
pleased	to	road	test	with	my	friend.
I	 am	calling	 it	 the	Wildlife	Walk,	 for	 the	 simple	

reason	that	we	saw	so	much	wildlife	at	very	close	
quarters:	 several	 black	wallabies,	 scarlet-breasted	
king	parrots	and	an	echidna	-	all	a	stone’s	throw	from	
residential	housing.	We	walked	in	the	late	afternoon	
light,	which	may	have	encouraged	these	sightings.
Like	the	first,	this	walk	takes	approximately	two	

hours	 of	 steady	walking.	The	 route	 climbs	 and	
descends	 steeply	 through	 the	National	Park	 above	
Ferntree	Gully	and	at	times	requires	cautious	walking,	

considered	 footwear	 and	 drinking	water.	But	 the	
views	and	bushland	escape	are	worth	the	effort.
Once	again,	the	route	is	tabled	on	the	Gully	News	

website,	which	you	can	print	and	take	with	you.
Starting	at	the	cemetery	gates	at	the	corner	of	Forest	

and	Underwood	Roads,	walk	south	along	Forest	Rd	
440	metres	to	Butlers	Rd	and	the	start	of	Peregrine	
Estate.	
Walk	east	up	Butlers	Rd	to	where	it	turns	right	to	

become	Lady’s	Walk.	 Follow	 this	 gravel	 road	 for	
300	metres	as	it	climbs	along	the	ridge	of	the	former	
quarry	until	you	reach	a	hairpin	bend,	with	a	 lone	
house	and	signposted	gate	into	Boulevard	Track	of	
the	national	park.		

Take	Boulevard	Track,	doubling	back	and	upwards	
for	a	long	straight	stretch	of	almost	a	kilometre.	At	
the	top,	the	track	circles	around	to	meet	the	junctions	
of	Feather	and	Lantern	Tracks.	
Stay	on	Boulevard,	now	descending	for	500	metres	

to	the	junction	of	Belview	Terrace	Track.	
Turn	 right	 into	 Belview	Terrace,	 also	 steeply	

descending	and	winding	downwards	to	the	entrance	
of	 the	National	Park	at	 the	start	of	 the	Tourist	Rd.	
Turn	 right	 to	 join	 a	 rough	bike	 and	walking	 track	
running	parallel	and	above	the	highway,	fire	station	
and	Upper	Ferntree	Gully	railway	station.	
Take	the	train	back	if	you	had	enough.	Or,	continue	

to	 the	 level	 crossing	 at	 the	 far	 end	of	 the	 station,	
cross	 the	 line,	pick	up	 the	bike	 track	again	on	 the	
lower	side	of	the	railway,	and	continue	along	it	for	a	
good	kilometre	to	the	Forest	Rd		crossing	and	back	
through	 the	 town	 to	 the	 start	 at	 the	 cemetery.	We	
thoroughly	enjoyed	this	walk,	challenging	as	it	was,	
for	its	enveloping	bush,	view	points	and	astounding	
encounters	with	wildlife.		
We	are	very	lucky	to	live	on	the	doorstep	of	such	

natural	beauty.

Judy Wolff
See	the	website	www.gullynews.com	for	more	details	
of	times	and	distances	of	this	walk.	Photos	by	Alex	
Ruschanow



11

Ferntree Gully News  December 2014

Community News
A fresh look at volunteering in Knox

Swinburne students provide marketing skills 
to community program
In	our	final	semester	of	marketing	and	communication	
design	 at	 Swinburne	University,	we	 are	 required	
to	apply	our	skills	and	knowledge	to	a	real	project	
in	 industry.	For	 the	 last	 few	months	we	have	been	
managing	 the	 publicity	 for	 a	 new	 initiative	 of	 the	
local	community	houses	called	Volunteer	for	Knox.
Volunteer	for	Knox	is	a	resource	centre	located	at	

Coonara	Community	House	in	Upper	Ferntree	Gully,	
which	was	set	up	by	the	five	neighbourhood	houses	
in	Knox,	 and	 is	 aimed	 at	 increasing	 volunteering	
opportunities	for	local	individuals	and	organisations.	
The	program	can	help	registrants	find	a	volunteer	

position,	ongoing	support	and	training,	understanding	
legal	 and	 regulatory	 responsibilities,	 assisting	
organisations	 to	 find	 the	 right	 person	 for	 a	 role	
and	managing	 new	 and	 current	 volunteers.	After	
registering	online	or	in	person,	you	will	automatically	

receive	 regular	 updates	 of	 the	 local	 volunteering	
opportunities	available.	By	recording	your	skills	and	
interests,	 the	 resource	centre	can	help	you	find	 the	
right	experience.
Over	 40	 volunteers	 have	 already	 accessed	 the	

service	while	the	centre	has	made	contact	with	more	
than	200	not-for-profit	organisations	in	Knox	to	offer	
support	to	their	volunteers.	Roles	are	available	in	areas	
such	as	events,	retail,	hospitality,	IT,	administration,	
aged	and	disability	care,	photography	and	running	a	
community	newspaper.	
We	have	been	fortunate	enough	to	speak	to	local	

high	school	students	about	our	how	own	volunteering	
experiences	from	a	young	age	have	helped	us	develop	
our	 skills	 and	meet	 new	 people.	 Experience	 can	
be	 especially	 valuable	 to	 young	people	 looking	 to	
begin	 their	 career	 or	 those	wanting	 to	 re-enter	 the	
workforce,	 but	 one	 of	 the	 greatest	 benefits	 is	 the	
impact	volunteering	has	on	the	community.	
For	marketing	and	communication	design	students,	

this	 campaign	 is	 a	 great	 opportunity	 to	 expand	
our	 experience	 in	 marketing,	 publicity,	 events	
coordination	 and	 branding,	 as	 well	 as	 develop	
teamwork	 and	project	management	 skills.	 It's	 also	
exciting	working	with	 a	 program	 that	 has	 a	 real	
positive	impact	locally,	and	with	individuals	that	are	
passionate	and	supportive.

Jessica Hardy and Freya Magee

If you would like more information about the 
program or how to register please contact 
the Volunteer for Knox team at:
Phone:	0429	968	822
Email:	office@volunteerforknox.com.au
Address:	22	Willow	Road,	Upper	Ferntree	Gully,	Vic.	
3156
Website:	www.volunteerforknox.com.au
Facebook:	www.facebook.com/volunteerforknox
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The Hut Gallery 
70	years	and	still	going	strong!	
Displays	and	workshops	at	the	Gallery	and	at	the	
Village	Market.	Treasures	and	Gifts	for	Sale.
Where:	Underwood	Road

Fashions on Parade
From ‘Op Shops in the Gully’
Come	along	at	10.30am,	on	Discovery	Day	and	
watch	the	fashion	parade	of	‘Op	shops	in	the	
Gully,’	starring	our	very	own	Marjorie.
Where:	outside	our	Angliss	Op	Shop,	101	Station	
Street
Thank	you	also	to	all	our	faithful	customers	and	
to	the	wonderful	folk	who	keep	us	in	fine	things	to	
sell;	we	couldn’t	do	without	you.	Wishing	you	all	a	
Merry	Christmas	and	a	safe	and	healthy	New	Year
Denise Gravatt, Secretary of the Angliss Hospital 

FTG Auxiliary
Trash & Treasure stalls 
Don’t	miss	a	browse	around	the	stalls	in	front	of	
Mountain	District	Learning	Centre,	13-15	The	
Avenue.		
Stallholders!	There	are	still	some	vacancies.	$10	
fee	for	the	day.	Contact	Betty	Bibby	on	9758	7849
Where:	Uniting	Church,	The	Avenue
Crazy Hair-chalking Day
Free	demos	at	RAVE’s	Station	Street	shop	on	
Discovery	Day.	And	they	will	be	doing	Feather	
extensions	for	$10	each	
Shop Small in the Village
Ferntree Gully Village is home to some unique 
small shops
Search out the following and enjoy:
Blossoms & Treasures gift shop
Foxy Imporium - for a new take on a lady’s 
Big Day (or Night) Out
FTG Watch & Clock
Mark’s Shoe Repairs 
Supermutts – everything for the pampered 
pooch
(See	the	ads	for	location)

Featuring food
Egg & bacon rolls 
freshly	cooked	in	the	grounds	of	the	Uniting	
Church	Where:	The	Avenue

Pizza Oven 
firing	up	in	the	Garden	of	MDLC
Where:	13-15	The	Avenue	

Devonshire Teas
A	Special	for	Discovery	Day	at	Coffee	Bliss,	the	
popular	Coffee	shop	in	the	Village	Court

Sausage sizzle
at	Marty’s	Meats	in	Station	Street.	(Proceeds	to	
Victims	of	Crime	Association)

Cup Cakes 
Jennifer	Anne’s	cakes	will	feature	their	popular	
Cup	Cakes	stall.
Where:	Station	Street

Coffee & Cake special
Rapture	Coffee	Shop	
Where:1/41Forest	Road
Voucher	for	a	coffee	and	a	cake	@$7.50
One	per	person	on	the	day.Valid	29	Nov.	only

Sharing the Stories of the GullyVillage Market
The Ferntree Gully Village Market,  
specialising in the sale of original creations 
by local Arts & Crafts people will be held 
again on:

•	 Discovery Day 29 November and
•	 Saturday 20 December

The	market	allows	you	to	purchase	items	
direct	from	the	makers,	supporting	the	local	
creative	community.	Many	of	the	items	will	not	
be	available	for	purchase	elsewhere	–	so	it	is	
the	perfect	place	to	purchase	a	special	gift	for	
friends	and	family.	
Where:	Station	Street	beside	FTG	Station
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Village Discovery Day 29 Nov. 2014

Program of events
in and around Station Street and The 
Avenue
(See	Melway	74C3	or	pick	up	a	map	from	
Information	Kiosk	in	The	Avenue)

Ferntree Gully CFA Open Day
10.00am to 3.00pm at the fire station

•	 Come and talk to our experienced 
firefighters about your home-fire and 
bushfire safety plans. 

Has your family fully discussed these plans?
•	 Learn about CPR and how to use a 

defibrillator with Ambulance Victoria’s ‘4 
Steps for Life program’ 10.30 am and 
1.00pm

•	 Library fun-time Story Time at the fire 
station 10am and 2pm

•	 Glengoldies 11.30 to 12.15pm
•	 CFA’s BIG Red Community Education 

Bus & Interactive Displays
•	 Children’s fire engine and the helicopter
•	 Free balloons, cut-out fire engines
•	 Coasters and stubby holders for the 

mums and dads
•	 CFA stall and FTG Library stall & 

Children’s Trail Start on grass area

Help us make Ferntree Gully a fire safe area! 
Fire calls 000

At Mountain District Learning Centre 
13-15	The	Avenue
40 Anniversary display	of	the	Mountain	District	
Women’s	Co-operative	
At No.	8	The	Cottage
Meet the team of Ferntree Gully News
You	are	invited	to	express	an	interest	in	taking	part	
in	a	new	Oral	History	Project:	Sharing	the	Stories	
of	the	Post	World	War	2	migrants

Also in The Avenue 
Outdoor chess & the Giant slide

At Uniting Church and Hall
Christmas themed Art & Craft Exhibition
Plant	Sale,	Book	Sale,	Children’s	activities
Knox Historical Society
Exhibition	of	FTG	history
On sale:	Ray	Peace’s	new	book	Knox	Anzacs	1914-
1919

Program of Stories & Presentations
10.00 Dixieland Jazz roaming
10:00 Storytime for 0-12 years at CFA
10:30 4 steps for life, CPR at CFA
10:30 Opp shop fashion parade, Village Court
11:00 Cemetery tour (60 mins). Meet at 
Cemetery, Forest Road
11:00 Street Cricket in The Avenue
11:30 GlenGoldies Performance at CFA
11:30 FTG North Primary School Display in 
The Avenue
12.00 The Story of the French Tower Clock at 
Watches & Clocks, Station Street
12.30 The Story of the Swagman with Karin 
Orpen at the ‘Village Square’ by the Railway 
crossing
13:00 4 steps for life, CPR at CFA
13:00 Cemetery tour (60 mins) at Cemetery
13.30 Stories of the Railway outside Around 
the Bend Coffee Shop, opposite the train 
station
14:00 Storytime for 0-12 years at CFA

Sharing the Stories of the Gully

Dog Grooming   -   Pet Supply

DIY Dog Wash

For Booking call

9758 3458

Special 20kg Bag 

Chicken or Lamb

$ 89.00 

www.supermutts.com.au

opening hours
Mon - Fri  8am to 5pm

Sat 9am to 4pm
20 Alpine street, Ferntree Gully 

New!Black Hawk 
Grain Free Range
for dogs and cats

Shop 3/107 Station Street
Ferntree Gully

Your local IGA community store

Great  
Weekly  
Specials

Home  
Delivery

Seniors
Discount

087 Ferntreegully IGA A5 Postcard.indd   1 10/09/14   3:47 PM
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A fitting memorial
Remembering the Anzacs

Sometimes	the	elements	seem	to	join	in	our	rituals	
enhancing	the	human	emotions.	Yesterday	a	moving	
ceremony	at	the	Knox	War	Memorial	in	the	Boronia	
Arboretum	was	followed	by	a	storm	of	howling	wind,	
drenching	 rain	 and	 lashing	 hailstones.	The	 spring	
garden	lawns	quickly	turned	to	mud.	A	glimpse	of	
soldiers,	 in	World	War	One	 uniforms,	 splashing	
through	mud,	brought	 to	mind	all	 those	photos	of	
Flanders	mud.	
The	 occasion	was	 the	first	 of	many	 ceremonies	

that	will	mark	the	centenary	of	the	First	World	War,	
declared	on	4	August	1914.	By	1	November	the	first	
convoy	of	enthusiastic	enlistees	sailed	from	Albany	
in	Western	Australia	for	the	Middle	East.	
The	 focus	 of	 Saturday’s	 ceremony	was	 the	 re-

designed	War	Memorial	to	all	those	who	served	their	
country	from	what	is	now	the	City	of	Knox.		A	feature	
is	the	new	Honour	Roll	of	bronze	plaques	listing	the	
names	of	those	who	died	in	service.
The	 former	Governor	General,	Major	General	

Michael	Jeffery	gave	the	keynote	address	and	placed		
the	first	of	the	many	wreaths.	Federal	MP	for	Aston	
Alan	Tudge	read	the	roll	of	names	while	Pipe		Major	
Mark	Saul	played	the	lament.	The	catafalque	party	
was	from	HMAS	Cerberus.	
In	 his	 speech	Mr	Tudge	 thanked	 all	 those	who	

had	worked	for	the	last	two	years	to	bring	about	the	
new	memorial	and	this	centenary	event.	There	was	
special	mention	 of	 the	 families	 of	 Sergeant	Brett	
Wood	MG	DSM	and	Private	Benjamin	Rinaudi	who	

died	fighting	in	Afghanistan.	Guests	included	many	
returned	soldiers,	often	accompanied	by	young	family	
members.	
I	thought	of	my	mother’s	brother	who	was	captured	

on	Ambon	in	World	War	Two	and	survived	to	return	
home	after	years	as	a	prisoner	of	the	Japanese.	How	
many	of	us	have	family	lives	damaged	by	the	effects	

of	war!	One	hopes	 this	 beautiful	memorial	 place,	
and	the	many	forthcoming	commemorations	of	the	
centenary,	will	 give	 pause	 to	 any	 acceleration	 of	
conflict	between	nations	today.	
May	those	who	have	died	rest	in	peace	and	may	we	

learn	to	bring	peace	not	war	out	of	our	differences.

AMB

‘Please	print	this	photo	
of	my	grandfather.’		

After	the	opening	of	the	
Anzac	Memorial,	medal	
wearing	Boronia	resident	
Geoff	Williams	offered	
this	moving	photo	to	the	
Gully	News	editor.		It	
shows	his	grandfather,	
Clement	Williams	with	

sister,	Carrie.	Clement,	a	
Welshman,	served	in	the	

King’s	Liverpool	Regiment	
in	1914	and	was	wounded	
in	France.	He	emigrated	
to	Australia	in	1925	and	

joined	the	Australian	Army.	

Left:	Sounding	the		Last	
Post.	Photograph	by	
Barbara	Oehring.
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Remembering the Anzacs

To accompany the new Memorial, members of the Knox Historical Society have researched 
national and local archives to tell the stories of local soldiers. In a new book, Knox Anzacs 
1914 – 1919, author Ray Peace, weaves the personal stories into a background of the 
war efforts of the local communities as well as the campaigns overseas.  Funding for the 
book came from the Ferntree Gully Community Branch of the Bendigo Bank and from 
the Federal Department of Veterans’ Affairs as part of their Centenary of Anzac funding. 
The following extracts from the book describe the enlisting and embarkation of Ferntree 
Gully soldier William Dawkins.

The	first	son	of	Ferntree	Gully	Shire	to	enlist	was,	
it	appears,	both	an	officer	and	a	gentleman.	William	
Henry	Dawkins	signed	up	on	15	August	1914,	and	
was	commissioned	as	a	lieutenant.	Twenty-one	years	
old	 and	unmarried,	 he	 gave	 his	 address	 as	 a	 farm	
in	Ferntree	Gully.	A	 former	 student	 of	Melbourne	
High	School,	Dawkins	had	trained	as	a	teacher,	and	
had	 taught	 at	Kyneton	State	School.	Here,	 he	was	
remembered	as	‘a	smart	and	capable	teacher,	of	good	
presence,	who	worked	 diligently	 and	with	 force.’	
Dawkins	gave	up	teaching	in	1911	to	attend	the	newly	
opened	Royal	Military	College	at	Duntroon,	where	he	
‘proved	himself	to	be	a	brilliant	student	of	engineering	
and	tactics.’	Dawkins	was	first	graduate	of	his	class.	
Dawkins	embarked	for	the	Middle	East	two	months	
later…(page	34).
Lieutenant	William	Dawkins	embarked	at	Station	

Pier,	lined	with	thousands	of	well-wishers,	many	in	
tears,	on	the	morning	of	21	October	on	A3,	HMAT	
Orvieto.	This	12,000	tonne	ship,	owned	by	the	Orient	
Steam	Navigation	Co.,	was	capable	of	cruising	at	15	

The Story of the Knox Anzacs

knots	(28	k/mh).	As	well	as	 the	2	Field	Engineers,	
the	 ship	 carried	 from	Melbourne	 troops	of	 the	5th	
Battalion,	the	2nd	Infantry	Brigade,	and	headquarters	
staff	 of	 the	 1st	 Division,	 plus	 the	 official	War	
Correspondent,	Captain	Charles	Bean.	From	King	
George’s	Sound,	however,	 the	convoy’s	speed	was	
naturally	dictated	by	the	speed	of	the	slowest	ship,	so	
progress	was	actually	at	11	knots	(20	km/h).
Dawkins’	 embarkation	 records	 are	 precise	 and	

moderately	detailed.	His	title,	after	graduation	from	
Duntroon,	was	‘Military	student’.	His	religion	was	
Church	of	England,	his	 father	was	also	 resident	 in	
Ferntree	Gully,	 as	 the	 local	 police	 officer.	 Lieut.	
Dawkins’	 pay	was	 listed,	 including	 allowances	
deducted	 for	 various	 purposes.	His	 colleagues	 in	
2	Field	Engineers,	many	of	 them	also	single,	were	
variously	listed	as	engineers,	architects,	electricians,	
clerks,	 drivers,	 mining	 engineers,	 saddlers	 and	
blacksmiths.
Dawkins’	 ship	had	added	 significance	within	 the	

convoy,	as	it	was	to	the	Orvieto	that	survivors	from	the	
Emden	were	transferred	at	Colombo	during	a	coaling	
stop	on	15	November,	 to	be	carried	 to	captivity	 in	
Egypt.	(pages	44-5).

Knox	Anzacs	1914-1919	is	available	from	the	Ferntree	
Gully	Newsagency	in	Station	Stree;	Mountain	District	
Learning	 Centre,	 13-15	The	Avenue;	 and	Knox	
Historical	 Society,	Ambleside,	 3	Olivebank	Road,	
FTG.	For	details	of	ordering	for	postal	despatch	see	
the	Knox	Historical	Society	website	or	phone	9758	
6722.	

Ray Peace

KNOX ANZACS
1914-1919

Knox Historical Society
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Ray Peace 

IN 1914 when the First World War began, what is now 
the city of Knox was the Shire of Ferntree Gully – a clus-
ter of small townships at the foot of the Dandenong 
Ranges east of Melbourne.  Throughout the War, young 
men from the Shire enlisted and sailed overseas. Many 
were wounded or killed at Gallipoli or on the West-
ern Front. This book has been written as a memorial to 
them.

In the years after the War each small township con-
structed its memorial where commemorative services 
have been celebrated ever since. Now the City of Knox 
is marking the centenary of the War by setting up a me-
morial including the names of all those who died in 
World War 1 from the area that is now Knox City.  This 
book has been prepared to provide the story behind the 
names.

Local historian Ray Peace and colleagues at Knox His-
torical Society have searched the National War Records 
and the local newspapers of the time to bring together 
into a single narrative the progress of the war, the known 
details of the soldiers and a picture of life on the home 
front from 1914 to 1919.  

The broader picture of the War and its accompanying 
horrors is well known. By engaging his readers with the 
soldiers’ stories, the reactions of grief-stricken families 
and the efforts of community support, Ray Peace opens 
up the war story in a new way. His book celebrates the 
values of generosity, mateship, courage and self-sacrifice 
that have made endeavours at Gallipoli and the Western 
Front legendary for Australians today. The book itself is 
offered as a tribute to that memory.   
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Churches Page
May peace be born this Christmas

It	was	named	the	Great	War.	Most	believed	that	the	
soldiers	would	be	home	by	Christmas.	It	lasted	four	
years.		Sixteen	million	died	before	World	War	One	
finally	ended.	
One	hundred	years	ago	this	Christmas,	just	eight	

kilometres	 from	 the	 Flemish	 city	 of	Ypres,	 an	
extraordinary	event	occurred	between	German	and	
British	troops	in	the	narrow	and	perilous	no-man's	
land	separating	their	trenches.
After	 another	 day	 of	 battle	 had	 ended	 between	

enemies,	 guns	were	miraculously	 silenced.	 It	was	
Christmas	Eve.	In	the	darkness,	British	soldiers	on	
the	Western	Front	 saw	 their	German	 counterparts	
light	up	and	lift	up	candles	into	the	air.	
From	across	the	narrow	strip,	night	darkness	was	

broken	by	a	familiar	melody.	The	sound	piercing	the	
night	was	profoundly	familiar	to	the	British	soldiers.	
Lingering	 across	 the	muddy	 field,	 it	 awakened	
memories	 long	 past,	 but	 not	 forgotten.	With	 the	
distant	lights,	came	the	sound	of	voices	singing	‘Stille	

Church Services
Uniting Church of Australia
Lay	Ministry	Congregation
6	The	Avenue,	3156.	
Tel.	9753	6522
Worship	each	Sunday	10.00am
Sunday	School	10.00am
for	Primary	School	children	10.00am
Catholic Church
St John the Baptist Parish
19	Forest	Road,	3156
Tel.	9758	1029	fax	9758	9234
office@stjohnthebaptist.net.au
www.stjohnthebaptist.net.au
Parish	priest:	Fr	Alan	Fox
Times of Mass
Saturday	6.00pm
Sunday	9.00am	&	11.00am
Tuesday	7.00pm
Wed.	&	Thurs.	9.15am
Friday	11.00am
The Salvation Army
37	Wattletree	Road,	3156	
Minister:	Lt	Angela	Locke
Tel.	9752	2682
Sunday	Service	10.00am
St Thomas Anglican Church
12	Mount	View	Road	
Upper	Ferntree	Gully	3156
Tel.9758	0217
Vicar:	Revd	Raffaella	Pilz
Worship
Sunday	8.00am	Holy	Eucharist
10.00am	Holy	Eucharist	with	hymns
Thursday	10.00am	Holy	Eucharist
followed	by	cuppa	and	chat
Christian	Meditation	Tuesday	9.30am,	4.15pm
Upwey Baptist Community Church
Darling	Avenue	cnr	Burwood	Highway
Worship	with	Us
Sundays	10.00am
together	with	children’s	church

Christmas Services	
Uniting Church,	The	Avenue,	FTG
Sunday	21	December	-	no	Morning	Service;	Carols	
at	7.30pm
Christmas	Day	Service	begins	at	9:30	am

Salvation Army
Christmas	Day	Service,	 9.30am	 at	 37	Wattletree	
Road,	FTG

Catholic Church
St	John	the	Baptist	Parish	Christmas	Mass	times
Wednesday	24	December
7.00pm	carols,	7.30pm	Family	Mass;	9.00pm	carols,	
9.30pm	Youth	Mass,	 11.30pm	carols	 followed	by	
Midnight	Mass
Christmas	Day	Mass	9.00am.	11.00am

 

Advent & CHRISTMAS  
St Thomas Anglican Church 

 

    All are welcome 
 
Sat 6 December 10am-1pm  
Christmas4kids fun for all    
 
 
 

Sun 14 December 6pm  
Lessons and Carols at St Thomas 
Singularity directed by Cecily Woodberry 
 
 
 

Wed 24 December – Christmas Eve 
4pm Family Crib Service 
Carols, lighting of the Christmas tree  
& St Nicklaus  
 

9.30pm Christmas Carols 
10pm Christmas Midnight Mass  
choral Eucharist and blessing of the crib 
 
 
 

Thurs 25 December – Christmas Day 
9am Holy Eucharist  
carols & morning tea  
  
   

12 Mount View Rd  
Upper Ferntree Gully 
melway 74 E6.  
Enquiries: 9758 0217  

                                                                                                                                            
Nativity (Stained Glass); Artist: Evie Hone 1946. 

nacht,	heilige	nacht’.		Across	this	desolate	no	man’s	
land,	 enemy	voices	 echoed,	 as	 one:	 ‘Silent	 night,	
holy	night’.	
Early	next	morning,	a	British	sentry	was	startled	to	

see	an	unarmed	German	soldier	advancing	towards	
the	British	lines	holding	high	a	candlelit	Christmas	
tree.	There	would	be	no	fighting	that	Christmas.		Men	
from	both	sides	cautiously	emerged	from	their	soggy	
trenches.		Soon	they	were	smiling	and	shaking	hands.	
Together	they	buried	their	dead.	They	even	played	a	
makeshift	game	of	soccer.	
This	 Christmas,	 let	 us	 remember	 the	 soldiers	

who	laid	down	weapons	at	Ypres.	Let	us	remember	
Christ	who	comes	to	be	born	in	every	human	heart,	
in	darkness	and	where	there	is	violence.	Christ	our	
Saviour,	who	brings	peace	and	hope.

The Reverend Raffaella Pilz 
St Thomas Anglican Church,

Upper Ferntree Gully
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Ferntree Gully Community 
Christmas Day Lunch 2014
This	coming	Christmas	Day,	25	December,	will	see	
Foothills	Community	Care	 hosting	 its	 13th	 annual	
Ferntree	Gully	Community	Christmas	Day	Lunch	for	
our	local	community.	Held	at	St	John’s	Parish	Hall,	
Forest	Rd	in	Ferntree	Gully,	the	free	lunch	is	open	to	
all	and	especially	for	those	who	would	normally	be	
spending	Christmas	alone.	
Over	the	past	few	years	over	200	people	have	come	

along	each	Christmas	Day	to	a	full	Christmas	meal	
with	all	the	trimmings.	There	is	live	entertainment,	
our	nativity	play,	carols	singing	and	a	visit	from	our	
very	own	Christmas	Angel.
The	meal	 is	 one	way	 to	 support	 those	 in	 our	

local	community	doing	it	a	bit	 tough.	The	spirit	of	
Christmas	is	about	sharing	and	remembering	that	God	
came	down	to	earth,	put	on	skin	and	lived	as	one	of	
us	in	the	person	of	Jesus.	It	is	a	time	of	hope,	and	it	
is	for	that	reason	that	this	lunch	exists.
If	you	are	wanting	to	come	along	to	the	lunch	as	a	

guest,	or	to	volunteer	your	time	or	if	you	would	like	
to	 contribute	 in	 any	way	please	 contact	 via	 email:	
stephen@foothillscare.org.au	or	phone	8711	8677.
The	Bendigo	Bank	in	Ferntree	Gully	hosts	a	giving	

tree	throughout	December	for	the	lunch	and	more	info	
can	be	found	on	our	website	www.foothillscare.org.au

Stephen Barrington

Coming to the turning of the year
Let	me	ask	a	question?

Has	 this	year,	 2014,	 gone	quicker	
than	normal?
Are	you	finding,	like	me,	that	the	

days	 are	 going	by	 so	much	 faster	
than	they	ever	used	to?	Do	you	find	
yourself	saying,	as	I	do	sometimes	
-	please	slow	down?

OK	so	that	was	three	questions.	But	really,	I	just	
cannot	believe	where	this	year	has	gone.	It	is	nearly	
Christmas	again.
I	say	it	every	year.	‘This	time	I	will	be	ready	when	

Christmas	 comes.’	And	 no	 it	 hasn’t	 happened	 –	
again!	 (Insert	big	sigh!)	Maybe	when	I	retire	I’ll	be	
ready!
But	 as	 I	 sit	 and	write	 and	 think	 about	 the	 fast	

approaching	end	of	year,	there	are	far	bigger	questions	
that	occupy	my	mind.	Have	I	grown	as	a	person?	Have	
I	been	loving	this	year?	Have	I,	where	I	can,	given	as	
much	as	I	can	to	others?	Have	I	forgiven?
After	the	recently	experienced	death	of	my	mother-

in-law,	this	Christmas	will	be	a	little	different	for	my	
family.	We	will	miss	her;	 at	91	 she	 influenced	our	
family	 for	many	years	 and	 her	 gentle	 but	 definite	
presence	will	be	absent.	I	contemplate	her	influence	
on	my	 children,	 and	 I	wonder	 how,	 even	 in	 these	
days,	am	I	influencing	my	children	–	is	it	for	good	
or	not	so	good?
Christmas	is	always	a	good	time	for	contemplation.
May	you	be	ready	for	Christmas	–	this	year!
May	you	and	your	 family	have	a	 really	safe	and	

blessed	Christmas.
May	you	determine	to	be	a	good	influence	on	your	

family	and	your	community	for	2015.
And	most	of	all	I	pray	that	you	will	know	that	Jesus	

is	Christmas.
Lieutenant Angela Locke, Corps Officer

The Salvation Army Ferntree Gully Corps

A small school with much heart
St	John	the	Baptist	Primary	School	recently	opened	
their	grounds	to	the	public	for	a	School	Fete	full	of	
variety,	imagination	and	fun	for	all.	The	committee	
thank	all	those	who	worked	hard	to	prepare,	and	the	
crowds	who	came	along.	‘The	Fete	was	not	just	about	
fund-raising’,	they	said.	‘	It	was	about	showing	the	
community	 that,	 even	 though	we	may	 be	 a	 small	
school,	we	have	much	heart.’		This	welcome	addition	
to	the	local	Fete	season	will,	we	hope,	be	repeated	
next	year.		
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Taking care of each other
On	 Thursdays,	 the	 Uniting	
Church	 in	The	Avenue	 hosts	 a	
card	 game	 for	 neighbours.	The	
‘dealer	 extraordinaire’	 is	Cheryl	
who	brings	to	the	game	her	own	
generous,	open	(and	often	cheeky)	

gifts,	 for	 the	 enjoyment	 of	 the	 other	 participants	
around	the	table.
Cheryl	has	not	had	the	best	of	health	for	most	of	

this	year	and	is	now	reliant	on	her	electric	scooter	as	
her	main	source	of	transport.	This	enables	her	to	keep	
in	touch	with	a	number	of	social	events	-	especially	
her	 favourite	bingo.	But	 the	other	day,	 as	 she	was	
returning	 from	bingo,	 the	 scooter	 broke	 down	 on	
Selman	Avenue.
Two	lovely	young	boys	came	to	Cheryl’s	rescue.		

They	stayed	with	her	while	she	rang	for	help.		She	was	
told	that	help	would	be	there	in	about	half	an	hour;	
it	was	suggested	she	should	get	under	some	shelter,	
in	case	it	rained.
The	dentist’s,	where	there	was	the	nearest	cover,	was	

up	the	road	a	bit	-	too	far	and	too	steep	for	Cheryl	to	
get	there	easily,	so	these	young	boys	pushed	her	in	
the	scooter	until	she	was	under	cover.	
On	behalf	of	Cheryl,	we	say	thank	you	to	the	boys.	
We	 have	 since	 found	 out	 that	Cheryl’s	 electric	

scooter	cannot	be	fixed	and	she	is	now	waiting	for	
a	replacement.		We	hope	it	won’t	be	too	long	before	
she	is	again	independently	out	and	about.

Pat Rivett

Experience the  
St Josephs difference

S
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St Josephs
College

stjosephs.com.au
5 Brenock Park Drive, Ferntree Gully 
Telephone: 61 3 9758 2000 

Tuesday 18 February, 9.30am
Wednesday 26 February, 6.30pm
Thursday 27 March, 9.30am
Tuesday 6 May, 9.30

Tuesday 22 July. 9.30am
Thursday 21 August, 9.30am
Sunday 19 October, 9.30am
Tuesday 18 November, 6.00pm

Open Days for 2014
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Schools Page

It’s	 all	 a	 buzz	 at	 Ferntree	Gully	North	 Primary	
School.	On	 14	November	 they’ll	 celebrate	 their	
60th	 anniversary,	 60	 years	 of	 the	many	 exciting	
activities	 that	 go	 towards	 delivering	 education	 to	
the	 local	 community.	Grandparents	 and	parents	of	
current	 students	 speak	 glowingly,	 and	 sometimes	
cheekily	of	their	time	at	the	school.	Current	students	
enthusiastically	prepare	movies	that	will	document	
the	last	sixty	years.	
There’s	much	 to	 celebrate,	 from	 the	 foresight	

and	dedication	of	 the	Gully	 families	who	 in	1947	
engineered	 the	 acquisition	of	 land	and	 subsequent	
building	of	the	school,	to	the	current	construction	of	
state-of-the-art	classrooms,	relevant	to	present	and	
future	 education.	And	of	 course	 schools	 are	much	
more	than	land	and	buildings.	Memories	are	alive	as	

if	they’re	happening	today;	of	children	heaving	their	
billy-carts	loaded	with	cabbages	and	brussel	sprouts	
to	 clear	 the	 land	of	 its	 former	market	 gardens;	 of	
the	excitement	of	seeing	Betty	Cuthbert	run	in	the	
1956	Olympic	Games	in	Melbourne;	of	Guy	Fawkes	
bonfires	to	raise	funds	for	the	school;	of	threepenny	
meringues	from	the	canteen;	of	music	lessons	on	a	
piano	stuffed	with	paint	pots;	and	corridors	stacked	
with	 donations	 for	 the	 victims	of	Ash	Wednesday	
bushfires.	
Earlier	anniversaries	provide	significant	landmarks	

along	the	way,	honouring	achievements	and	success.	
Who	could	forget	the	50th	anniversary	where,	for	a	
year	before	the	celebration,	members	of	the	school	
community	 gathered	 to	 create	 tiles	 putting	 their	
family	names	on	them?	The	tiles	were	laid	and	now	

New buildings at Mountain Gate 
Primary School 
Students	 and	 teachers	 reported	 being	 ‘absolutely	
delighted’	with	the	new	facilities	recently	completed	
at	Mountain	 Gate	 Primary	 School.	 These	
included	new	flexible	open	learning	spaces,	an	
administration	 building,	 as	well	 as	 extensive	
landscaping.	The	official	opening	of	this	final	
stage	of	modernisation	came	just	days	before	
the	50th	birthday	celebrations	of	the	school.	
Mountain	Gate	Primary	school	has	played	a	

key	 role	 in	 the	growth	of	 the	Mountain	Gate	
community	 since	 its	 first	 days	 in	 the	 1960s	
when	the	new	estates	were	home	to	many	young	
families	looking	to	build	a	life	at	the	foot	of	the	
Dandenongs.	 	We	 congratulate	 the	 school	 on	

Ferntree Gully North Primary School 
celebrates sixty years

provide	 a	 stunning	
feature	 to	 the	 school	
entrance.		The	project	
is	 indicative	 of	 the	
many	 undertakings	
o f 	 t h e 	 s c h o o l	
enabling	creative	and	
enjoyable	 interaction	
between	 school	 and	
community.	
Seven	 years	 ago	

the	 school	 adopted	
the	Walker	 Learning	
Approach.	 All	 the	
traditional	 subjects,	

English,	Maths	 etc,	 continue	 to	 be	 taught	 in	 a	
context	 that	 acknowledges	 student	 prior	 learning	
and	 experience	 and	 focuses	 on	 student	 interests	
and	 needs.	 Performing	 and	 visual	 arts,	 leadership	
programs	and	languages,	all	serve	to	develop	creative	
and	independent	thinking	in	the	students	so	they’ll	
be	able	to	take	their	place	as	valued	and	cooperative	
members	of	society.	
In	60	years	the	school	has	grown	from	181	students	

to	a	2015	enrolment	of	385	students.
In	his	welcome	message	to	the	school	community	

earlier	 this	 year,	 before	 the	 demolition	 of	 the	 old	
and	construction	of	the	new,	Acting	Principal,	Cory	
Pearce,	 commented	 on	 the	 school’s	 ‘tremendous	
spirit’.	‘This	…	has	developed	over	a	long-standing	
connection	to	the	community,	its	people	and	history.	
As	the	essence	of	the	school,’	he	said,	‘this	continues	
to	be	a	driving	 force	 in	what	makes	us	 successful	
and	unique.’
Congratulations	 to	 students,	 staff	and	 the	school	

community	on	their	60th	anniversary.

Teresa Cannon
Photographs	by	Barbara	Oehring	show	children	
working	on	the	Autobahn	project	and	teacher,	
Priscilla	Salter.

this	anniversary	and	hope	to	tell	more	of	their	story	
in	Gully	News	next	year.		
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The	U3A	art	 show	was	a	great	 success	with	about	
$6000	given	in	prizes.	More	than	600	people	attended	
in	beautiful	weather.	
The	Mayor	of	Knox	Cr	Darren	Pearce	opened	the	

show,	and	presented	both	the	Bendigo	Bank	Prize	and		
his	own	2014	Mayor’s	Prize,	a	pastel	by	Joy	Watts,	
entitled	‘Waterlilies’.
From	 the	audience	 response	 it	was	clear	 that	 the	

crowds	agreed	with	the	judges	that	the	quality	of	the	
exhibits	was	very	high.
The	winner	 of	 the	 Ferntree	Gully	Toyota	 Prize	

of	$1000	was	 Julie	Green	 from	Upwey	 for	a	most	
beautiful	 tapestry	 representation	of	 	 ‘Girl	with	 her	
Sheltie’		(the	old	Pears	advertisement).	It	was	a	very	
large	 tapestry	 representing	 two	years	of	work,	 and	
beautifully	framed,	a	truly	spectacular	work.	Manager	
of	FTG	Toyota,	John	Heap,	presented	the	prize.		
Winner	of	the	Bendigo	Bank	$1000	prize	for	the	

Art	 Section	was	 a	 brilliant	 pencil	 drawing	 of	 an	
old	Flinders	 Street	 Station	 by	M.	S.	 (Jock)	Laing	
of	Boronia.	The	Mayor	presented	this,	representing	
Bendigo	Bank.		
The	Knox	Environment	Society	(Bill	Batt	Memorial	

Prize)	for	Environment	was	won	by	Susan	Garrett	of	
Knoxfield,	for	a	Pastel,	‘Forest	Edge’.	It	was	presented	
by	Bill’s	 son	Adrian	Batt,	 representing	 the	Knox	
Environment	Society.	

Other prizes were:
The	Helloworld	Prize	 for	 accommodation,	won	by	
Fiona	Gilder	of	Bayswater	for	a	tapestry,	‘Charming	
Waterways’.					
The	Art	Shop	Prize	for	Water	Colour,	won	by	A.	

Blyth	of	Vermont	for	‘Evening	Shadows,	Tuscany’.			
The	Prize	 for	Pastel	was	won	by	Bridget	Salwat		

‘Evening	Billabong’.	Other	winners	were		R.	Snell	
of	Heathmont	for	a	paper	tole,		‘The	Skating	Pond’	
and		M.	Kurdian	of	Boronia	for	Seascape,	an	Acrylic.					
First	Prize	for	Oils	was	won	by	Mary	Watson	of	The	

Basin	for	her	‘Walk	in	the	Dandenongs’.					
The	 Photography	 prize	went	 to	 Paul	 Lucas	 of	

Rowville	for	‘The	Eyes	Have	it’.		
	Photography	was	judged	by	Barbara	Oehring,	Craft	

by	Norma	Collins	and	Art	by	Farimah	Eshraghi.		All	
judges	spent	considerable	time.	Farimah	spent	6	hours	
on	her	judging	task,	determined	to	achieve	a	fair	result	
in	what	she	described	as	a	truly	wonderful	standard	of	
artworks.	36	prizes	were	presented	altogether,	most	
to	Knox	artists.	
The	 98.1	Broadcast	 van	was	 on	 site	 both	 days,	

broadcasting,	 interviewing	members	 of	 the	 crowd	
and	 entertaining	with	music	 numbers.	 	 Late	 on	
Sunday,	Channel	31	set	up,	interviewing	and	filming	
surroundings,	 and	 this	will	 be	 broadcast	 from	 the	
community	station	in	a	few	weeks.	
The	 final	 term	 for	 2014	 has	 now	 begun	with	

about	125	subjects	provided	for	our	1250+	student	
members.		If	you	are	interested	in	courses,	there	are	
vacancies	remaining	in	some	subjects.		
Ring	9752	2737		or	see	our	website	www.u3aknox.

com.au	to	look	at	courses	for	2015.	

Kath Brown

U3A Art Show draws the crowds

Beryl	Green	with	her	prize-winning	Tapestry	and	
Marion	Groome	with	her	beautiful	Patchwork	Quilt.		
Photos	by	Barbara	Oehring.
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Local History

Wednesday 3 December 2014 marks the 
125th anniversary of the opening of the 
railway line to Ferntree Gully.
During	1888-9	work	went	on,	extending	the	railway	
from	Ringwood.	The	Age	 at	 the	 time	 reported	 the	
cost	of	the	works	as		£	32,218	/10.		The	narrow	gauge	
extension	to	Gembrook	was	completed	in	1900.
Steam	 engines	 drew	 the	 trains	 until	 1925	when	

electrification	of	 the	 line	 as	 far	 as	Upper	Ferntree	
Gully	was	 completed.	The	 reconstruction	 of	 the	
line	to	take	electric	trains	to	Belgrave	took	place	in	
1958-62.	
The	Melbourne	newspapers	reported	the	1889	event	

with	 a	 lengthy	description	of	 the	 dinner	 (attended	
by	 300	men)	 at	 the	Royal	Hotel,	Upper	Gully,	 to	
celebrate	 the	opening	of	 the	 line.	The	quotation	 is	
from	The	Argus,	Wednesday	4	December	1889.

Coming up the line

BANQUET AT THE ROYAL HOTEL

‘A special train, conveying a large party, principally 
members of Parliament of both Houses, left Princes 
Bridge station at 11 o’clock yesterday morning, and 
arrived at Ferntree Gully at about noon. Amongst 
those in the party were the Minister of Railways 
(Mr. Gillies), the Speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly (Mr. M. H. Davies), and the Postmaster-
General (Mr. Derham).

‘At the Ferntree Gully station the Minister of 
Railways declared the railway open for traffic, 
amidst the cheers of a large assembly. The President 
of the local shire council, Mr. J. J. Miller, welcomed 
the visitors, and expressed the gratitude of the 
people of the district that they had now railway 
communication. 

‘The line just opened is an extension from 
Ringwood, its length being about 7½ miles. 
It passes through a picturesque country, and 
will probably be mostly used by visitors to the 
beautiful scenery about the fern gullies. The line 
was constructed by Messrs. G. Hendry and Co. 
The steepest gradient is 1 in 40, and the sharpest 
curve of 20 chains radius. There are seven wooden 
bridges, with an average of eight openings each, 
the longest being over a branch of the Dandenong 
Creek, and having 10 openings of 15ft. each. There 
are three stations - one at Bayswater, another at 
Lower Ferntree Gully, and the third at the terminus.

‘To celebrate the occasion the shire council gave a 
banquet, to which the members of the Government, 
and members of Parliament, and others were 
invited, but the banquet not being served till 2 
p.m., many of the party spent the interim in a visit 
to the Gully, and in climbing the hills that surround 
the Royal Hotel. The hotel is a comparatively 
new building, and is not only very large, but very 
comfortable.’

The report mentions that, ‘The banquet was 
served in the large conservatory attached to the 
Royal Hotel, and was an excellent one. Here 
Plock’s string band played a programme of 
popular selections during the progress of the 
banquet.’ It goes on to summarise a dozen or so 
of the 22 speeches, including the Minister of 
Railways remarks about the already begun debate 
on Federation.

 ‘The latest movement brought forward in 
Australia with reference to a union of the Australian 
colonies-(cheers) was one which, if brought about 
on proper grounds, would secure to this colony and 
all the colonies great advantages, (cheers). With a 
union of that character Australia would be enabled 
to speak with a voice that could not be gainsaid, 
and with an influence that it was not now possible 
to exercise.’

A	fuller	 extract	 can	be	 read	online	at	Trove.nla.
gov.au

In 1953 the narrow gauge line closed due to a 
landslide between Selby and Menzies Creek.  In 
1955 the Puffing Billy Preservation society was 
founded and began the work of restoring the line in 
stages as a tourist attraction.  On 19 October 1998 
crowds turned out to celebrate the coming of the 
restored train to Gembrook  (see photos above).  It is 
now the most popular steam train ride in Australia.

December 2009 marks the 120th anniversary of a key event in 
the history of Ferntree Gully: the coming of the railway.
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Work extending the line from Ringwood to the Gully 
drifted on throughout 1888-9. Readers of Ray Peace’s 
article on page 7 noting the delays, may be reminded 
of the long wait for the completion of new station 
buildings throughout 2009!

But when the trains finally came – what a difference!  
The whistle of steam engines echoed around the valley. 

Tiny settlements, whose inhabitants had travelled 
only on foot, horseback or horse-drawn vehicles, 
could now visit each other without effort. Above all, 
the famed natural beauties of the Dandenong Ranges 
were suddenly accessible to the booming metropolis 
of Marvellous Melbourne. The tourists came, and 
have been coming ever since. 

it’s never too late to learn
mountain district learning centre

13-15 The Avenue, Ferntree Gully
Tel. 9758  7859   www.mdlc.com.au

 
 adult education VCE/VCAL skills training personal development art, craft, music

A community newspaper

A steam engine of the type that drew the trains in the decades before electrification. This one is  NA Class loco 16A, 
taken by Agnes Nestor at Upper Gully  station in June 1923.
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OPENING OF THE FERNTREE GULLY RAILWAY

A	steam	engine	of	the	type	that	drew	the	trains	in	the	
decades	before	electrification.	This	one	is	NA	Class	
loco	16A,	taken	by	Agnes	Nestor	at	Upper	Gully	
station	in	June	1923.
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Local History

This	might	appear	 to	you	 to	be	 rather	extravagant,	
maybe	a	little	quaint,	but	there	was	a	time	when	the	
Commissioner	of	the	Victorian	Railways,	along	with	
his	 department	 heads	 and	 senior	managers	would	
occasionally	all	pile	aboard	 their	own	special	 train	
and	choof	off	around	the	State	on	an	inspection	of	
their	domain.	They	would	assess	the	maintenance	of	
the	rail	network,	review	new	construction	works,	meet	
country	dignitaries	and	hold	face	to	face	meetings	with	
the	 travelling	public,	 freight	operators	and	 farmers	
and	graziers.	Along	 the	way	 they	would	 randomly	
stop	at	rural	railway	stations	and	terrorise	staff	while	
examining	ticket	offices,	inspecting	desk	drawers	and	
lockers,	checking	that	the	toilets	were	squeaky	clean,	
and	generally	displaying	their	worldly	knowledge	and	
superiority.	These	were	fair	dinkum	royal	tours	and	
everyone	just	accepted	them.
The	train	crews	for	these	exalted	adventures	were	all	

handpicked.	They	included	the	most	accommodating	
and	accomplished	drivers,	the	most	snappily	dressed	
and	organised	cabin	crews,	and	only	star	billing	chefs.	
The	coterie	even	included	a	doctor,	who,	as	I	recall,	
was	inebriated	from	the	moment	of	departure.
The	train	typically	consisted	of	a	very	shiny	blue	

and	gold	locomotive,	a	couple	of	sleeping	cars,	and	
one	or	two	parlour	cars.	In	my	time	the	grand	Norman	
Car	with	its	rounded	observation	window	brought	up	
the	rear.	This	was	where	all	of	the	action	took	place	
–	 day	 time	 for	meetings	 and	 inquisitions,	 and	fine	
dining	after	dark.	
I	was	fortunate	enough	to	tag	along	on	one	of	the	last	

of	these	famous	tours	–	a	two	day	journey	to	Mildura	
and	 back,	with	 the	 express	 purpose	 of	 inspecting	
recent	 engineering	 project	works.	They	were	my	
projects	 and	 I	 have	 to	 attest	 to	 being	 somewhat	
anxious.		
Everything	went	well	at	first.	The	General	Manager	

(Commissioners	had	long	since	disappeared)	sat	 in	
a	sturdy	 leather	armchair	at	 the	centre	of	 the	 regal	
observation	window	flanked	by	his	underlings.	 	As	
we	rolled	along	at	a	rattling	pace	through	open	green	
pastures,	major	 town	 centres	 and	 small	 railway	
towns	the	chief	was	ever	on	the	alert.	‘Er,	Geoffrey,	
I	notice	that	stock	crossing	gate	was	open.	What’s	the	
meaning	of	this?’	Geoffrey	would	look	startled	and	
immediately	turn	to	his	next	in	line.	‘Roger,	the	GM	
has	noticed	a	stock	crossing	gate	ajar.	Tell	me,	who	is	
responsible	for	this?’	If	Rodge	had	no	one	to	turn	to	he	
would	take	the	blame,	declare	that	arrangements	were	
in	place	to	have	the	gate	closed	and	assure	Geoffrey	
that	it	would	never	happen	again.	That	done,	and	with	
Roger’s	reputation	well	and	truly	trashed,	Geoffrey	
would	again	take	the	reins.	‘Well	spotted,	chief,	but	
everything’s	under	control	now	that	I’m	on	to	it’.
Things	went	well	for	me	as	we	rolled	through	my	

project	works	at	Ballarat,	Maryborough	and	Dunolly,	

all	 very	 pleasing	 indeed,	 but	 at	Donald	 it	 seemed	
my	luck	had	run	out.	As	the	train	entered	the	work	
site	our	carriage	gave	a	sudden	sideways	lurch.	The	
GM	shifted	noticeably	in	his	seat.	‘Seems	a	bit	odd’,	
he	observed.	‘might	have	a	closer	look	at	this.’	The	
train	was	duly	stopped	and	a	dozen	or	so	department	
managers	 in	 suits	 crabbed	 their	way	 through	my	
construction	site.	Most	had	no	idea	what	they	were	
looking	 at.	This	 becomes	most	 obvious	when	one	
places	 the	 thumb	 and	 two	fingers	 under	 the	 chin,	
gently	kicks	a	rail	and	nods.
As	we	reboarded	I	dragged	Gavan,	my	site	engineer,	

along	 for	 support.	Resuming	 our	 places,	 the	GM	
turned	to	my	boss.	‘Frank,	can	you	tell	me,	what	was	
that	atrocious	woof	in	the	track?’	Frank	looked	a	little	
surprised	but	went	in	for	the	kill	anyway.	‘Peter,	what	
on	earth	was	that	horrid	bump	in	the	track.	Shook	the	
living	daylights	out	of	us’.		This,	for	me,	was	a	pivotal	
moment.	Do	I	take	the	blame	and	the	ignominy,	or	do	
I	bluff?	The	decision	came	naturally.
‘Well’,	I	said,	‘it’s	not	so	horrid,	or	atrocious	and	

I	 for	 one	 barely	 felt	 a	 thing.	 It’s	merely	 a	minor	
change	of	direction	necessitated	by	 the	 location	of	
the	sidings,	placement	of	the	signals,	the	proximity	
of	the	level	crossing	and	exacerbated	by	the	curvature	
of	the	earth.’		
There	was	moment	 of	 stunned	 silence.	Was	 this	

insolence,	bravado	or	someone	who	really	knew	what	
he	was	doing?	I	glanced	at	Frank.	Frank	looked	at	
his	shoes.	The	GM	sat	 there,	mouth	open.	I	 turned	
to	Gavan	and	quipped,	‘How	do	you	think	that	crack	
about	the	curvature	of	the	earth	went,	Gav?’	
‘I	think	you	got	away	with	it,	Pete,’	he	said	audibly	

out	of	the	side	of	his	mouth.	‘I’m	outa	here’.	He	turned	
and	promptly	departed.	
I	wasn’t	at	all	sure	how	the	cards	would	fall,	but	

right	 at	 the	 crucial	moment	 the	Chief	Accountant	
who	had	 little	 if	 any	 idea	 of	what	was	 happening	
nodded	 sagely	 and	 said	 ‘Yes	 indeed,	 I	 thought	 as	
much.’	Then	 the	 house	 came	down.	The	 laughing	
started	in	the	GM’s	chair	and	worked	its	way	down	
the	ranks.	Instead	of	being	turfed	there	was	general	
admiration	and	pats	on	the	back,	and	every	answer	for	
the	remainder	of	the	trip	was	tagged	with,	‘of	course	
giving	due	allowance	for	the	curvature	of	the	earth’.		
I	remember	all	of	this	quite	clearly,	but	more	vivid	

in	my	mind	is	another	picture	that	came	to	me	as	we	
pulled	out	of	Donald.		I	happened	to	glance	back	over	
the	head	of	the	GM	through	his	observation	window	
and	there	was	Gavan	and	the	track	gang	feverishly	
working	away	on	what	could	possibly	have	been	a	
nasty,	even	horrid	woof	in	the	track,	and	all	the	while	
I’m	thinking,	‘	Don’t	turn	around.	Please	don’t	turn	
around’.

Peter Stagg

Grand Tour on the Commissioner’s train
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My	mum,	Nana	O’Bloke,	is	steeped	in	Irish	heritage.		
Her	ancestors	sailed	out	here	in	1852	from	County	
Clare	 and	 settled	 in	Geelong.	As	 a	 child	 I	 recall	
eating	lots	of	stewed	lamb	chops	and	mashed	potato,	
but	luckily	we	never	had	to	endure	the	full	array	of	
traditional	Irish	cuisine.	I	recently	found	a	little	book	
of	Irish	recipes	in	a	dusty	corner	of	her	sunroom.	I	
reckon	my	Dad	had	hidden	it	there.
The	soups	were	such	delights	as	Killala	Mussel	

Chowder	 (fish	 stock,	 pork	 fat,	 potatoes	 and	
mussels);	Galway	Codling	 Soup	 (codling,	milk,	
onions,	potatoes	etc.);	and	Fergus	Watercress	Soup	
(watercress,	 leeks,	white	stock	and	potatoes).	Got	
the	picture?
The	mains	were	 even	more	 surprising.	 Some	

of	 the	 lamb	dishes,	especially	 the	Clare	Crumbed	
Cutlets,	looked	pretty	passable	but	were	served	up	
with	something	called	Shandon	Drisheen.	Drisheen	
appears	to	be	a	malleable	slab	consisting	largely	of	
sheep’s	blood,	milk,	mutton	suet	and	breadcrumbs.	
It	 was	 apparently	 pan	 fried	 and	 obviously	 the	
forerunner	to	Spam.	I	glossed	over	the	tripe,	and	pigs	
liver	 delicacies	 and	briefly	 considered	 the	Knock	
Patrick	Dandelion	 Salad	 (with	 lemon,	 vinegar,	
cream,	fennel,	Mitchelstown	Cheddar	and	a	cherry),	
skipped	the	desserts	and	headed	for	the	chapter	on	

Irish stewed beverages.		There	I	found	
something	that	I	could	try	
–	a	cure	for	the	common	
cold.	Try	this	one	on.

Garlic cough 
syrup

Ingredients	
6	garlic	cloves;
¾	pint	water;
¾	lb	sugar;
6	tablespoons	vinegar;
3	tablespoons	whiskey.

Method
Chop	 the	 garlic	 and	 put	 into	 a	 saucepan	with	 the	
water.	Bring	 to	 the	 boil	 and	 simmer	 30	minutes.	
Strain	(the	garlic,	not	you).	Return	liquid	to	saucepan,	
add	sugar	and	vinegar.	Bring	to	the	boil	and	simmer	
for	a	further	20	minutes.	Add	whiskey.	Pour	into	a	
sterilised	bottle	and	take	two	teaspoons	as	required.

Should	 this	 not	 have	 an	 immediate	 effect,	 then	
take	three	more	tablespoons	of	the	whiskey.	Repeat	
as	required.		I	tried	this	and	can’t	remember	whether	
it	worked	or	not.

Cheers!
Cordon Bloke

 
 

 

 

Food Feature
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Join the Search for the Swagman’s Dog
Why is the Swagman sad?

Bonnie and Clyde heard he’s sad 
because he’s lost his dog. So they want 
to help him find it.

They invite you to join the search.

Come along to Ferntree Gully Village 
Discovery Day Saturday 29 December, 
10am to 3pm follow the trail of the 
missing dog.

Check in at the CFA in The Avenue.

Get your clue sheet and follow the trail.

Collect a badge when you find the dog.  

There’s	a	prize	for	children	who:	
First		complete	this	maze	to	the	find	the	dog	and	
bring	the	paper	with	you	to	the	Village	Discovery	
Day,	and
Second,	complete	the	Village	trail.		

www.erl.vic.gov.au	
1010	Burwood	Highway		
Ferntree	Gully	3156,	tel.	92948140
Eastern	Regional	Libraries
www.yourlibrary.com.au
Opening hours:		Monday-Wednesday	
10am-8pm,	Thursday	&	Friday	10am-
5.30pm,	Saturday	10am-1pm

Summer Quest at your local library
A reading program for families 
Summer	Quest:	a	very	Rewarding	Adventure	is	our	
summer	reading	program	for	families	during	January	
2015.		
Your	quest	(with	rewards	along	the	way)	will	be	to	
•	 Read	books
•	 Complete	an	online	quiz
•	 Visit	your	local	library	branch
•	 Attend	a	special	library	storytime
On	completion	of	all	the	steps	of	the	adventure	your	
family	will	be	 in	 the	draw	for	a	 larger	prize,	 to	be	
drawn	at	the	end	of	January.		

Join	up	at	your	local	library	from	December	for	this	
exciting	summer	adventure!

Denise Hibbs

A	local	resident	making	use	of	the	library.

A message from Quill
I	may	have	gone	to	doggy	heaven	but	I	am	still	
keeping	an	eye	on	my	beloved	Ferntree	Gully.
I	want	you	to	know	that	my	friend	Rex,	the	

boxer	 dog	 (he	 lives	 on	 the	 corner	 of	 Station	
and	Victoria	Streets)	is	being	looked	after	-		his	
mistress	has	been	unwell	now	for	months.	A	big	
thank	you	to	Kay	and	Daphne	for	walking	him.
Boxer	Rescue	is	now	looking	for	a	good	home	

for	Rex.
Woof woof for now.

Quill
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Ferntree Gully $510,000 - $560,000

SURRENDER YOURSELF TO A LIFESTYLE OF CONVENIENCE
Indulge	in	the	nearby	foothill	of	the	Dandenong	Ranges,	a	selection	of	
shopping	villages,	primary	school	within	a	stone’s	throw	and	this	lovely	
family	home	that	can	continued	to	be	enhanced	or	enjoyed	as	is.	Holding	
it	all	together	outside	is	a	fully	restored	roof	and	a	prime	726m2	block	
(approx.),	whilst	inside	features	hardwood	floors,	3	bedrooms,	2	living	
rooms,	a	dining	area,	an	updated	kitchen	with	gas	cooking	facilities,	as	
well	as	2	bathrooms	and	powder	room	facilities.	Also	featuring	ducted	
heating,	evaporative	cooling,	a	secured	front	(tandem)	carport	and	a	rear	
single	carport	that	can	be	accessed	via	Forest	Road.

For more info contact:
Ray Quon 0414 529 630,
Steven Kwek 0413 222 933

4 Kerry Crt, Wantirna Caravan Park
(203 Mountain Hwy) $89,500

AFFORDABLE OPTION
This	nicely	presented	relocatable	home	is	situated	in	a	quiet,	private	court	
at	the	Wantirna	(Caravan	Park)	and	boasts	spacious	open	living	and	dining	
area,	generous	bedroom,	modern	kitchen,	practical	bathroom/laundry,	2nd	
living	room	or	bedroom.
Features	include	gas	heating	and	air	conditioner	unit,	space	to	park	2	cars	
and	much	more.
	
This	 is	 ideal	 as	 an	 affordable	 option	 for	 those	 getting	 started	 or	 for	
retirements.
For more info contact:
John Katselas 0411 110 997

Wantirna $480,000 - $530,000

THIS STREET FRONTAGE HOME IS VERY 
STYLISH AND PERFECTLY LOCATED 
CLOSE TO WANTIRNA MALL, KNOX 
PRIVATE HOSPITAL, RINGWOOD PUBLIC 
GOLF COURSE, SCHOOLS AND EASY 
ACCESS TO PUBLIC TRANSPORT AND 
EASTLINK.
The	residence	features	an	open	plan	living	area,	
well	planned	kitchen	fitted	with	quality	stainless	
steel	appliances	plus	a	large	pantry.
There	are	also	three	bedrooms	with	built	in	robes,	
ensuite	to	master,	and	a	large	family	bathroom	with	
separate	bath	and	shower.	Other	features	include	
gas	 ducted	 heating,	 lots	 of	 built	 in	 cupboards,	
single	lock	up	garage,	neutral	decor,		established	
private	garden	and	more.

INSTANT APPEAL

For more info contact:
John Katselas 0411 110 997


